Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-2179-HCM
ENV-2015-2180-CE
HEARING DATE: June 18, 2015 Location: 5258 N. Hermitage Avenue
TIME: 10:30 AM Council District: 2
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: North Hollywood — Valley Village
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: South Valley
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: Valley Village
90012 Legal Description: TR 9237, Block None, Lot 39
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
DOUGHERTY HOUSE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S): Hermitage Enterprises LLC

c/o Joe Salem
20555 Superior Street
Chatsworth, CA 91311

APPLICANT: Friends of Norma Jean
12234 Chandler Blvd. #7
Valley Village, CA 91607

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57
Highland Park, CA 90042

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. NOT take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation do not suggest the
submittal warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments:

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The corner property at 5258 Hermitage is comprised of two one-story buildings. The front
building, facing Herimitage Avenue, was built in 1940 in the Minimal Traditional style with
Traditional Ranch elements. The rear building, facing Weddington Street, was likely built circa
1930 and has no defined architectural style. A low cobble wall with a wood picket fence
surrounds the property. Currently, construction fencing obscures most of the property from view.

The front building has a side gabled composition shingle roof with a partial-width porch entrance
on the front facade. Pairs of square wooden posts with square capitals and bases support the
porch. The rafter tails are exposed above the porch lintel. The entrance to the house is
accessed from the porch. To the north of the front door are tripartite multi-light wood windows.
This portion of the house is clad in vertical tongue and groove wood siding. Wood siding also
appears under at the gable ends on the north and south fagades and on the gable ends on the
attached two-car garage fronting Weddington Street. There is a chimney on the north fagade
that was repaired after the 1994 Northridge earthquake. The rest of the house is clad in stucco.
Windows include wooden hung windows, some with metal awnings, as well as casement
windows, and a greenhouse window. A metal patio awning exists on the rear fagade.

The house at the rear of the lot is one-story with an irregular “L” shaped floor plan. The building
is comprised of three small gabled roof sections connected by a flat roof. Theses masses were
likely assembled overtime to create the unit. The only permit on record is from 1939 for the
addition of a storage area. The permit drawing shows only a small square building on the
southeast corner of the lot. The applicant believes this first structure was built circa 1912 as
farmworker housing for the orchard industry that existed in the area at the time. The western
portions of the building were later additions. The western-most gable has a wrapped porch with
wooden square support posts. The front entrance faces a grassy yard and Weddingon Street.
The majority of the building is clad in vertical wood tongue and groove siding and horizontal or
vinyl clapboard siding. Windows are mixed and include wooden fixed, transom, and hung
windows with what appears to be the original surrounds and trim. The roof is covered in rolled
composition.

Norma Jean Dougherty (born Norma Jean Mortensen and name changed to Norma Jean Baker
soon after birth), who would later become actress and model Marilyn Monroe, lived in the rear
unit at 5258 Hermitage Avenue from April 1944 to the summer of 1945. She lived on Hermitage
Avenue with her in-laws while she was married to Jim Dougherty who was serving overseas in
the Merchant Marines.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
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DISCUSSION

The applicant has nominated the subject property for its association with Norma Jean
Dougherty (Marilyn Monroe). Though Norma Jean did reside at the subject property when she
was first discovered in December of 1944, she only resided at the property for one year and did
not live in the unit during the productive period of her career. It was not until a few years later in
1948 when she would successfully break through into the film industry. Properties are
designated as Historic-Cultural Monuments which are identified with historic personages when
there is a direct connection to the property and the historic personage’s time of productivity in
the field for which they are significant. Though discovered by David Conover to model in military
publications when she lived at the subject property, Marilyn Monroe did not achieve success in
the film industry until several years after living at the Hermitage Avenue property. She also lived
in a number of other residences throughout Los Angeles.

The applicant also believes the rear house on the property is a significant example of
farmworker housing remaining in the West Lankershim area. At the turn of the century the land
was developed mainly for agricultural uses, primarily fruit orchards. The 1939 permit indicates
that a small square shaped building existed on the property, but there is not substantial
evidence provided to confirm when the house was built. Furthermore, the original footprint of the
building has changed over time with numerous additions altering the shape and floor plan
significantly. The building does not retain integrity and does not embody distinguishing
characteristics of early farmworker housing in the south Valley.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary, discussion, and application, the Commission
determines that the property is not significant enough to warrant further investigation as a
potential Historic-Cultural Monument.


















































































































































































































































