Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2016-385-HCM
ENV-2016-386-CE
HEARING DATE: February 18, 2016 Location: 2615 - 2627 W. Wilshire Blvd.
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 1
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1010 Community Plan Area: Westlake
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central
Los Angeles, CA Neighborhood Council: MacArthur Park
90012 Legal Description: TR 6241, Lot 5, 6, 7
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
ARCADY APARTMENTS
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER/ Matthew Ellis, Wilshire Royale Pacific, LLC
APPLICANT: 2629 W. Wilshire Blvd.

Los Angeles, CA 90057
PREPARER: Tara Hamacher, Historic Consultants

256 S. Robertson Blvd #2401
Beverly Hills, CA 90211

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The 1927 Arcady Apartments are located on the northeast corner of Wilshire and Rampart
Boulevards between MacArthur Park and Lafayette Park in Westlake. The building was
designed by prominent architects Walker and Eisen and developed by J.B. Lilly and P.B.
Fletcher who built the Wilshire Gaylord Apartments to the west. The Arcady opened originally as
a luxury apartment hotel with 396 rooms. The building later housed a Howard Johnson's hotel
and a Fifield Manor, a home for the elderly. Today the building is known as the Wilshire Royale
Hotel and serves as an apartment building. Before the Arcady was developed on the site, it
housed the Higgins Mansion, HCM #403, now on Lucerne Boulevard in Windsor Square, which
was moved from the subject property in 1924.

The twelve-story Arcady Apartments building is in the Beaux Arts style with a “U’-shaped plan
that opens west towards Rampart Boulevard. The open courtyard of the “U” served as the
original entrance and was formerly ornamented by a large cast stone archway. The archway
was removed in 1971 after suffering earthquake damage. A side entrance located on Wilshire
Boulevard became the primary entrance to the building. Today the courtyard is walled off from
Rampart and contains a pool and jacuzzi for tenants. The building has a prominent base, shaft,
and upper story divided by band cornices. Constructed of poured concrete with cement plaster
detailing, the Arcady has an embellished facade with quoins topped with ornamented capitals
that give the appearance of soaring columns and monumentality. The main facades on Wilshire
and Rampart are decorated in cast stone and have ornamented balconies, plaster crests with
cherubs, and mold surrounds. Some of the arched ground floor storefronts have been enclosed
or had the transom windows painted over, but the form is intact and could be restored. A
number of the windows in the apartments have been enclosed, but the majority of the openings
are extant and it appears that some of the original double hung windows remain intact with
multi-light upper sashes and single light lower sashes. The original Arcady rooftop sign was
removed, but the current sign retains a similar massing.

In addition to the ground floor commercial spaces and ten floors of apartments, the building also
features a lobby, ballroom, mezzanine offices, and a basement. The double-height lobby has
marbled faced piers framed by turned rope molding capped with capitals and exposed stenciled
beams on the ceiling. The ballroom adjacent to the lobby in the north wing has vaulted ceilings.
The upper floors are also mainly intact. Crown molding, wainscoting, and original doors remain
in the corridors and many of the units contain original kitchen cabinetry, moldings, picture rails,
and baseboards.

Albert R. Walker (1881-1958) and Percy A. Eisen (1885-1946) were the principals of their
prolific architectural firm Walker and Eisen from 1919-1941. Both Walker and Eisen were native
Californians. They began their partnership just before the Southern California building boom of
the 1920s and had a huge influence over the built environment in Los Angeles. Some of their
more well-known designs include the 1927 James Oviatt Building (HCM #195), the 1927 United
Artists Theater Building (HCM #523), and the 1926 Hotel Normandie (HCM #1013). The
partnership dissolved in 1941 after 22 years in business during which they 293 buildings
throughout Southern California.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
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or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.













































































































































































