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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 GOLDMAN HOUSE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER/ APPLICANT: Erik Murkoff, Co-Trustee, Murkoff Family Trust 
 3970 Archdale Road 
 Encino, CA  91436 
 
PREPARER:   Barbara Lamprecht 
    Modern Resources Research Rehabilitation and Restoration 
    550 East Jackson Street 
    Pasadena, CA 91104-3621 

 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   because the 
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further 
investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: May 18, 2017 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1060 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2017-1671-HCM 
                     ENV-2017-1672-CE   
 
Location: 3970 North Archdale Road 
Council District: 5 - Koretz 
Community Plan Area: Encino - Tarzana 
Area Planning Commission: South Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Encino 
Legal Description: Tract TR 13400, Lot 99 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Goldman House is a Mid-Century Modern single-family residence with an attached garage 
located at 3970 Archdale Road, west of Sepulveda Boulevard in Encino. Constructed in 1951, the 
subject property was designed by master architect Richard Neutra for Milton and Jeanette Goldman. 
Neutra engaged the firm of Eckbo, Royston and Williams to assist with the landscape and hardscape 
designs. 
 
The west-facing one-story, post-and-beam residence has an L-shaped plan and occupies the 
middle, flat portion of a large sloping site. A series of broad rectangular concrete landings follow the 
downward slope in an offset pattern and frame a small area of landscaping. An original swimming 
pool occupies the southern end of the property. The roof is flat and of rolled composition asphalt; it is 
concealed from view by parapets that vary in height or by overhangs that vary in depth on each 
elevation. A square gutter projecting from the roof’s metal fascia terminates the overhangs and the 
parapets are capped with metal flashing. All exterior metal work and wood and steel window trim is 
painted silver. The primary elevation features an entrance framed by a spider leg, original single-slab 
mahogany front door with a large flanking single-lite window, steel single-lite and casement windows, 
and a projecting garage with a tongue-and-groove redwood door that is a replica of the original. The 
south elevation is characterized by a solid stucco wall flanked by casement and fixed windows on 
the west, and a full-height glass window wall on the east. The entire rear elevation is a window wall 
of single-lite fixed and metal sliding doors below a long beam supporting the roof that also features 
aluminum hopper windows and a deep overhang of tongue-and-groove redwood. The north 
elevation includes a full-height window wall on the east and steel-framed casements flanked by 
larger fixed windows. Interior features include a slump stone-clad fireplace and a tongue-and-groove 
redwood ceiling. 
 
Richard Joseph Neutra (1892–1970) is considered one of Modernism's most important architects. 
Neutra was born in Vienna, Austria on April 8, 1892. He studied under Adolf Loos at the Technical 
University of Vienna, was influenced by Otto Wagner, and worked for a time in Germany in the 
studio of Erich Mendelsohn. He moved to the United States by 1923 and worked briefly for Frank 
Lloyd Wright before accepting an invitation from his close friend and university companion Rudolf 
Schindler to work and live communally in Schindler's Kings Road House in West Hollywood. In 
California, he became celebrated for rigorously geometric but airy structures that symbolized a West 
Coast variation on the Mid-Century Modern residence. In the early 1930s, Neutra's Los Angeles 
practice trained several young architects who went on to independent success, including Gregory 
Ain, Harwell Hamilton Harris, and Raphael Soriano. He was famous for the attention he gave to 
defining the real needs of his clients, regardless of the size of the project, in contrast to other 
architects eager to impose their artistic vision on a client. His domestic architecture was a blend of 
art, landscape and practical comfort. Neutra died in Wuppertal, Germany, on April 16, 1970. Other 
works by Neutra include the Jardinette Apartments (1929, HCM #390), Sten/Frenke-Gould 
Residence (1934, HCM #647), Kun Residence (1936, HCM #1006), Landfair Apartments (1937, 
HCM #320), Kelton Apartments (1941, HCM #365), and the Maxwell House (1941, HCM #808).  
 
Garrett Eckbo (1910-2000) is considered one of the pioneers of Modernism in landscape design. 
Born in Cooperstown, New York in 1910, Eckbo later relocated to Alameda, California with his 
mother after his parent divorced. In 1936, he entered Harvard University’s Graduate School of 
Design where he received a master’s degree in 1938. While attending Harvard University, he took 
classes in architecture with former Bauhaus masters Walter Gropius and Marcel Breuer, who 
influenced him in establishing a three-dimensional approach to the site and defining Modern 
landscape design. Eckbo served as the head of the landscape architecture department at the 
University of California, Berkeley from 1969 to 1975 and received the Medal of Honor from the 
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American Society of Landscape Architects in 1975. Properties that incorporate landscapes designed 
by Eckbo include the Henry Shire Residence (1950, HCM #973), Emmons House (1954, HCM 
#694), and the Gerst Residence (1951, HCM #759).  
 
Alterations to the subject property over the years include the extension of the original garage wing, 
enclosure of a terrace and patio, conversion of the garage to a bedroom, and addition of a new 
garage in 1967; enlargement of the master bathroom in 1970 and 1983; relocation of the galley 
kitchen, addition of a third spider leg, and addition of a fireplace to the master bedroom in 1998; and 
the removal of the original concrete reflecting pools in the middle of the sequence of landings and 
the removal of the concrete bridge leading to the front of the house at unknown dates. Originally 
measuring 2,500 square feet, with additions by various owners the property has expanded to its 
current 4,234 square feet. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events in 
the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or 
method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 162B141   107

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 33,379.9 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 561 - GRID G6

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 2286018023

 Tract TR 13400

 Map Reference M B 323-28/37

 Block None

 Lot 99

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) 1

 Map Sheet 162B141

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Encino - Tarzana

 Area Planning Commission South Valley

 Neighborhood Council Encino

 Council District CD 5 - Paul Koretz

 Census Tract # 1415.00

 LADBS District Office Van Nuys

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning RE15-1-H

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2462 Modifications to SF Zones and SF Zone Hillside Area
Regulations

 General Plan Land Use Very Low II Residential

 General Plan Footnote(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) Yes

 Specific Plan Area None

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      District None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Ellis Act Property No

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No

 CRA - Community Redevelopment Agency None

 Central City Parking No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

3970 N ARCHDALE ROAD

 

ZIP CODES

91436

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

None

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-18760

ORD-132416

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

AA-2002-1409-PMEX

ENV-2005-8253-ND

AF-02-1861727

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 2286018023

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 MURKOFF,ERIK CO TR MURKOFF FAMILY TRUST

      Address 3970  ARCHDALE RD 
ENCINO CA 91436

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner BOCHCO, STEVEN THE STEVEN BOCHCO REVOCABLE TRUST

      Address 3000  OLYMPIC BLVD # 1310
SANTA MONICA CA 90404

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.768 (ac)

 Use Code 0101 - Residential - Single Family Residence - Pool

 Assessed Land Val. $1,759,500

 Assessed Improvement Val. $3,060,000

 Last Owner Change 08/07/2015

 Last Sale Amount $4,725,047

 Tax Rate Area 16

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 433812

  4-52

  2139088

  2032695

  1638560

  1611173

  1304757

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1951

      Building Class D85D

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 5

      Number of Bathrooms 5

      Building Square Footage 4,234.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard 450' Height Limit Above Elevation 747

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Urban and Built-up Land

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone Yes

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

Yes

 Oil Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 5.4501288

      Nearest Fault (Name) Hollywood Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 14.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 70.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.40000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Promise Zone No

 Renewal Community No

 Revitalization Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Targeted Neighborhood Initiative None

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau Valley

           Division / Station West Valley

                Reporting District 1099

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Valley

           Batallion 10

                District / Fire Station 88

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: AA-2002-1409-PMEX

Required Action(s): PMEX-PARCEL MAP EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
CPC-18760

ORD-132416

ORD-129279

ORD-128730

AF-02-1861727
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ZIMAS INTRANET 2014 Digital Color-Ortho 04/26/2017
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 3970 N ARCHDALE ROAD Tract: TR 13400 Zoning: RE15-1-H

APN: 2286018023 Block: None General Plan: Very Low II Residential

PIN #: 162B141   107 Lot: 99  

 Arb: 1  

Streets Copyright (c) Thomas Brothers Maps, Inc.
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