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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 WALTER DANIELS DUPLEX 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Warner Ebbink, Co-Trustee    
 Godspeed Trust     
 3449 Descanso Drive    
 Los Angeles, CA  90026   
 
 Warner Ebbink 
 4459 Avocado Street, 2nd Floor, Suite 4 
 Los Angeles, CA  90027 
      
PREPARER:   Charles J. Fisher 

140 South Avenue 57 
Highland Park, CA 90042 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   because the 
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further 
investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 15, 2018 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2018-481-HCM 
                    ENV-2018-482-CE   
 
Location: 3447-3449 West Descanso Drive 
Council District: 13 – O’Farrell 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake - Echo Park- 
Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake 
Legal Description: Tract TR 8918, Lot 5 
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SUMMARY 
 
The 1936 Walter Daniels Duplex is a two-story duplex located on West Descanso Drive, between 
Tularosa Drive and Micheltorena Street, in the Silver Lake neighborhood of Los Angeles. The subject 
property was constructed in the Streamline Moderne architectural style by the original owner and 
contractor, Walter Daniels, and structural engineer J. Frank Hanneman. Walter Daniels lived in the 
upstairs unit of the duplex with his wife, Mona, until they sold the property in 1944. 
 
With a modified rectangular plan, the subject property is of wood frame construction with smooth 
stucco cladding and a low-pitched, hipped roof of rolled asphalt. The building is set on an elevated lot 
and has an attached garage with a raised deck set below the first story on the primary, southwest-
facing elevation. There are two sets of clerestory windows under the deck and above the garage 
door. The property is accessed via a wood beam entry portal at street level with concrete stairs along 
the east side of the garage that lead to the first floor entry to both units. The entry features two single 
wood doors, one for the first story unit that faces south and a second facing east for the second story 
unit. The primary, southwest-facing elevation is asymmetrical with a stucco-clad second-story balcony 
that has a curved corner which provides a covered entry to the two units. Fenestration consists of 
rectangular, multi-lite steel windows that wrap the southwest- and southeast-facing facades on the 
second story and on the southeast façade on the first story, as well as double-hung windows at the 
rear of the building and divided-lite steel windows on other facades. A one-story, flat-roofed addition 
is located on the rear, north-facing elevation, along with a wooden exterior staircase leading to the 
second floor. Interior features include hardwood floors, plywood paneling with built-in cupboards and 
drawers, phone niches, built-in shelving, rectangular lighting fixtures that are flush to the ceiling, 
coved bedroom ceilings, rounded doorframes, polished wood stairs that lead to the second story, and 
tile wainscoting in the bathrooms with built-in ornamental heater grilles. 
 
There appear to only have been minimal alterations to the property over the years that include a 1958 
addition of a one-story bedroom on the rear, north-facing elevation, and the addition of sliding 
aluminum doors at an unknown date on the same elevation. 
 
The subject property was identified in the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as 
individually eligible for listing or designation at the national, state and local levels as an excellent and 
rare example of a Streamline Moderne duplex in Silver Lake. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or 
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is 
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events in 
the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing characteristics 
of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of 
construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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1 UPDATED MARCH 20141 UPDATED MARCH 2014

Walter Daniels Duplex First Owner/Tenant

3447-49 W Descanso Drive 90026 13

3447-3451 W. Descanso Drive Silver Lake

5427-028-005 Tract No. 8918 N/A 5

1936 None

J. Frank Hanneman (engineer) Walter Daniels (owner builder)

Duplex Duplex

Streamline Moderne 2 T-shaped

Wood

Stucco, smooth

Flat

Rolled asphalt

Casement Fixed

Steel Steel

Centered

Metal

✔
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2 UPDATED MARCH 20142 UPDATED MARCH 2014

       1958 One-story bedroom addition built to rear of house.

 Unknown date   Sliding aluminum doorway installed in rear facade.

           

            

       

       

       

       

Survey LA: Silver Lake - Echo 

Park - Elysian Valley Report✔
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Warner Ebbink

4459 Avocado Street, 2nd floor, Suite 4 Los Angeles CA

90027 323-547-0747 warnerebbink@gmail.com

Warner Ebbink

1072 Castitas Pass Road No. 299 Carpenteria CA

93013 323-547-0747 warnerebbink@gmail.com

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com

✔

✔

✔

Charles J. 

Fisher

Digitally signed by Charles J. Fisher 

DN: cn=Charles J. Fisher, o, ou, 

email=arroyoseco@hotmail.com, c=US 

Date: 2014.06.06 11:09:19 -07'00'Charles J. Fisher 8-7-2017
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✔ ✔



Walter Daniels Duplex 
Architectural Description 

 
The subject resource is a flat-configured duplex built on an elevated lot.  The two-
story front facade is an asymmetrical Moderne design, being sheathed in smooth 
stucco.  The front roof has a wide flat eave with other parts having a low level 
parapet.  An attached garage is below the left front of the facade with a raised deck 
above it and two sets of two industrial glazed clerestory windows opening to the 
garage under the deck.  A stucco-clad second-story balcony is on the left of the 
front facade with a curved end forming a covered porch over the entry, which 
consists of two flat wooden doors, one facing forward for the first-story unit and 
the second to the to the left facing to the East for the second-story unit. 
 
The facade has two rows of industrial-style multi-rectangular light steel windows, 
flush to the walls, that wrap around to the East facade at the first and second 
stories.  Some of the windows open awning-style with the remainder being fixed 
pane.  Additional rows of steel windows appear throughout the various facades, 
with several double-hung wood windows of a similar light design at the rear of the 
structure.  A single stack of glass bricks forms a sidelight to the second-story entry  
A single-story flat-roofed addition (1958) is located in the rear facade, as is a 
wooden exterior staircase of an open design to the second floor unit.  The staircase 
railing and the various balcony railings are an open horizontal pipe design.  Sliding 
aluminum doors are at the rear of the first floor (not original) and in the addition.  
The address numbers are in aluminum digits. 
 
The house is assessed by a set of concrete steps along the garage wall with a wood-
beam entry portal at street level.  There are three low retaining walls in the fron 
garden area. 
 
Significant interior details include hardwood floors, plywood paneling with built-in 
cupboards and drawers as well as flush doors opening to the kitchens, phone 
niches, built-in shelving, rectangular lighting fixtures that are flush to walls and 
ceilings, coved bedroom ceilings, rounded doorframes, an original intercom 
system, polished wooden stairs to the second-story unit and tall tile wainscoting in 
bathrooms with original built-in Deco-style heater grilles. 
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This Streamline Moderne duplex was built in 1936 by Walter Daniels, a Polish-
born contractor who worked with J. Frank Hanneman, a structural engineer to 
design the building for the hillside lot.  Not much has been located on either man.  
Daniels appears in the 1930 United States census as a 35 year old widowed 
contractor living with his 38 year old brother, Frank Daniels, a real estate agent.  
Both men were renting a room at 1008 Burlington Avenue.  Both men were listed 
as naturalized United States citizens who had immigrated from Poland in 1906. 

By 1935, Walter Daniels had remarried and he was living with his wife, Mona, at 
3357 Descanso Drive.  By 1940 they were living in the upstairs unit of their duplex 
at 3449 Descanso Drive, renting the first floor to Sedrick Boone, an oil company 
accountant, and his wife, Emma.  They sold the duplex in 1944 and in 1952 were 
listed as living at 1130 Berkeley Street in Santa Monica, in a house that Walter 
Daniels built in 1948.  This is the last reference that has been found for Daniels. 

According to the building permit, Daniels had California Contractor's license No. 
8602 and Hanneman had engineer's license No. 288.  No other information on 
Hanneman has been located.  The building cost $5,000.00 to construct in 1936.  
The original permit calls for stucco with redwood siding on the exterior, but there 
is no indication that the siding was ever there.  It is possible that the permit was 
taken out before the final design was determined by Daniels and Hanneman at a 
time when Streamline Moderne was just coming into its own for residential work.  
Streamline Moderne was both a reaction to Art Deco and a reflection of austere 
economic times; Sharp angles were replaced with simple, aerodynamic curves.  
Exotic woods and stone were replaced with cement and glass and it is possible that 
the resulting building reflected this change in concept that was cutting edge in the 
mid 1930s. 

That final design is textbook Streamline Moderne, a style that was rapidly 
becoming a popular design scheme in the commercial realm. As the Great 
Depression of the 1930s progressed, Americans saw this new aspect of Art Deco—
i.e., streamlining, a concept first conceived by industrial designers who 
stripped Art Deco design of its ornament in favor of the aerodynamic pure-line 
concept of motion and speed developed from scientific thinking.  Cylindrical forms 
and long horizontal windowing also may be influenced by constructivism. As a 
result, an array of designers quickly ultra-modernized and streamlined the designs 



of everyday objects.  Manufacturers of clocks, radios, telephones, cars, furniture, 
and many other household appliances embraced the concept.  The Streamline 
Moderne was both a reaction to Art Deco and a reflection of austere economic 
times; Sharp angles were replaced with simple, aerodynamic curves. Exotic woods 
and stone were replaced with cement and glass. 

Some of the earliest major buildings in the Streamline Moderne style were sporting 
venues and exhibition halls, such as Walter Wurdeman and Weldon Becket's Pan 
Pacific Auditorium (HCM 183), which was gutted in a 1989 fire and subsequently 
replaced with a new building that replicated many of the design elements, 
including one of the iconic four pylons over the entry.  A slightly later commercial 
version is the Coca-Cola Building (HCM 138) by Robert V. Derrah, which 
incorporates a nautical theme, as does the Haven of Rest radio studio (HCM 897) 
on Hyperion Avenue, in Silver Lake. 

Streamline Moderne began to appear in housing in the mid 1930s, mostly in multi-
family buildings, including duplexes, such as the subject property.  One of the 
larger designs was by the architect H. Guthrie Thursby for the Richardson 
Apartments (HCM 847).  On a smaller scale is the simple single-family Moderne 
design of Southaven (HCM 1037) by Arthur Munson. 

Probably the most recognized designer of the Streamline Moderne style was the 
architect Milton J. Black, who's best known Moderne design is that of the richly 
detailed Mauretania Apartments in Hancock Park.  Black was a skilled practitioner 
of a variety of architectural styles, from Spanish Colonial Revival, such as 
Hollywood's El Cadiz Apartments (HCM 775) to French Art Deco, such as 
Chateau Rossmore in Hancock Park and even Programmatic, as in the iconic Tail 
'o the Pup hot dog stand formerly on La Cienega Boulevard.  However his 
Streamline Moderne designs, which range from single family homes to large 
apartment buildings are highly regarded by architectural historians. 

Many of the Streamline Moderne buildings were not designed by architects, but 
were the design expressions of structural engineers who were frequently trained in 
architectural design.  As already noted, nothing has been found on J. Fr. 
Hanneman, the engineer listed on the Daniels permit. It is also unknown how much 
of the actual design was his and how much was from Daniels, who was a licensed 
contractor by trade. 

Daniels and his wife sold the duplex to Norbert J. and Edyth J. Kunka on May 4, 
1944.  The 1930 census notes that Kunka was a steam shovel operator in a 
brickyard.  No record has been found of any later employment on Norbert Kunka, 
who was 42 at the time he bought the duplex.  Like Daniels, he had a Polish-born 



father, but he and his mother were both born in Illinois.  The Kunkas transferred it 
to Leo and Felicya Pawloski an few months later.  Leo Pawloski was born in 
Warsaw, Poland on October 9, 1893 and grew up in Detroit, Michigan.  His wife 
was also born in Poland, on August 8, 1898.  The Pawloski's deeded it to 
Clementine Radajewski, who was born in Brodowo, Poland on November 11, 
1888. 

Radajewski sold the duplex to L. M. Newberry in 1954.  On June 15, 1956 it was 
deeded to Masato Wayne Kato and Tomomi Sanemitsu.  No record could be found 
on whether or not the couple was married.  Masato Kato was interned at the Gila 
River Arizona relocation camp during World War II.  No data was fond on where 
Tomomi was interned.  Both were Nisei in that they were born in the United States 
to Japanese immigrants, Masato on January 12, 1914 in Washington State and 
Tomomi in California on November 30, 1927.  Records show Masato Kato living 
in the upstairs unit as late as 1993, the year he passed away in Whittier on July 
23rd.  By that time the property was being held in a family trust with Eva M. Kato, 
possibly his daughter, as the Trustee.  After he passed it was transferred to 
Winfield I. Kato, possibly a son, on August 25, 1993. 

Winfield Kato sold the duplex to Brent E. Clem two decades later, on December 2, 
2013.  The Kato Family were the longest term owners of the property having it for 
57 years through at least two generations.  On May 7, 2014 Clem transferred the 
duplex to Descanso Drive, LLC.  On May 12, 2017, it was deeded to Warner 
Ebbink, the current owner. 

The Walter Daniels Duplex was added to the SurveyLA database on May 13, 2014 
with a rating of 3S/3CS/5S3 as being individually eligible for an individual listing 
on the National Register, the California Register and as a Los Angeles Historic 
Cultural Monument, based on the survey, with a note that it is an "excellent and 
rare example of a Streamline Moderne duplex in Silver Lake.  Exhibits a high 
quality of design." 

����������� �����������	�
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$�
��
�� ��� it “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-
type specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of  
construction” as an excellent example of Streamline Moderne architecture. 
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Building Permit History 
3447-49 W. Descanso Drive 

Silver Lake 
 
 

 
November 25, 1936: Building Permit No. 33464 to construct a 2-story, 50’ 10” X 22’ 8-room 

2-family residence and private garage at 3447-9 W. Descanso Drive, on 
Lot 5, Tract No. 8918. Must have 3 ft. side yards. 

 Owner: Walter Daniels 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: J. Frank Hanneman 
 Contractor: Walter Daniels 

Cost: $5,000.00 
 

April 6, 1937: Building Permit No. 10719 to set tile wainscot 4’ 0” high in two baths; 2 
drain boards. 

 Owner: Walter Daniels 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: None (Walter Daniels crossed out on form.) 

Cost: Not Shown 
 

August 12, 1958: Building Permit No. LA08976 to construct a 1-story, 11’ X 16’ bedroom 
addition at rear of existing duplex. 

 Owner: Wayne Kato 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $1,400.00 
 

November 27, 2013: Plumbing Permit No. WO34223171 for installation of 2 Seismic Gas 
Shut Off Valves. 

 Owner: Winfield I. Kato Co-Trustee, Et Al, W. I. and D. G Kato Trust 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Metro Retrofitting, Inc. 

Cost: Not Shown 
 
 























Walter Daniels Duplex 
Photographs 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
 
 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, Satellite View, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, Jan 2017 (Photograph by Google Earth) 

 



 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, rear facade, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, rear facade & addition, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, corner window, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front balcony, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front balcony, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front balcony, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, at5tic vent, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, garage clerestory windows , 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, garage clerestory windows , 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, garage clerestory window glass , 3447-49 W. Descanso Dr., Jun 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, kitchen  window, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front window, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front window hardware, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, rear windows, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front porch , 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, staircase , 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, intercom system , 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, upstairs living room paneling , 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, built-in cabinetry, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, skylight, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, built-ins, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, bathroom , 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, built-in medicine cabinet, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, bathroom heater grille, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, first floor living room paneling, 3447 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, first floor kitchen door, 3447 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, kitchen corner, 3447 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, kitchen window, 3447 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, phone niche,, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, dining room light, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Walter Daniels Duplex, front bedroom, 3449 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Walter Daniels Duplex, door moldings, 3447-49 W. Descanso Drive, June 7, 2017 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 
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