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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for  

 THE RALPH G. WALKER HOUSE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS/APPLICANTS: Dustin Ferrer and Andrew Romano 
 2638 Ivan Hill Terrace 
 Los Angeles, CA  90039 
 
 Andrew Romano 
 2100 Kenilworth Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90039 
      

 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 15, 2018 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2018-444-HCM 
                    ENV-2018-445-CE   
 
Location: 2100 North Kenilworth Avenue 
Council District: 4 – Ryu 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake-Echo Park-
Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake 
Legal Description: Tract TR 8423, Lots 619 and 621 
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SUMMARY 
 
Constructed in 1936, The Ralph G. Walker House is a three-story single-family residence 
located on a steep, downhill sloping lot on the east side of Kenilworth Avenue in the Silver Lake 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. It was designed by master architect Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-
1953) in the International Style for Ralph G. Walker. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is constructed of wood frame and concrete with textured 
stucco cladding. The house descends to the east, following the slope of the lot, and has a view 
of Silver Lake Reservoir in the distance. The eastern downhill portion of the house rests on a 
concrete platform, supported by a single row of eight concrete columns. The rolled asphalt roof 
slopes down from the western portion to the flat eastern portion at two different pitches which 
are divided by a short parapet, creating two separate rooflines. The primary, west-facing 
elevation consists of a stucco wall topped with a wide band of clerestory windows below an 
extended eave. The garage extends from the southern end of the same elevation, with a 
narrower band of clerestory windows on its north-facing elevation, and a slight overhang 
sheltering the west-facing garage door. The slightly inset primary entry contains a single wood 
panel sliding door. Fenestration includes a second floor band of fixed steel windows wrapping 
around most of the south and east-facing elevations, with a break in the southeast corner for a 
glass door leading to a small patio. The first floor features a variety of steel windows, while the 
irregular roofline creates polygonal clerestory windows on the north-facing second-floor 
elevation. Interior and exterior stairways along the south-facing elevation lead down to a 
balcony that wraps around the first floor’s south and east-facing elevations. Interior features 
include a plywood built-in sofa, shelves and cabinets surrounding the fireplace, and a low 
plywood storage bench separating the living space from the stairs. 
 
Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-1953) was a pivotal modernist architect who designed more than 
500 projects, of which over 150 were built, mostly in the Los Angeles area. Schindler was born 
in Vienna in 1887 and trained at the Imperial Institute of Engineering and the Vienna Academy 
of Fine Arts where he was influenced by the work of the Vienna Secessionists Otto Wagner and 
Adolf Loos. He was drawn to America by the 1910 Wasmuth portfolio on the work of Frank 
Lloyd Wright. Schindler went to Chicago in 1914, eventually entering Wright’s office in 1918. 
Wright sent Schindler to Los Angeles in 1920 to supervise construction of Aline Barnsdall’s 
Hollyhock House. By 1921 Schindler decided to remain in Los Angeles and went on to build his 
own practice which he housed at his personal residence and studio that he designed in 1922 on 
Kings Road in what is now West Hollywood. Schindler resided at the house until his death in 
1953. During his lifetime, Schindler created a body of work in Southern California that placed 
him as one of the masters of early modern architecture. Schindler became more widely 
recognized after his death for what he called “space architecture” that focused on creating 
complex and light filled interior spaces. Some of Schindler’s other notable works include the 
How House (1925, HCM #895), Elliot House (1930, HCM #690), Buck House (1934, HCM 
#122), the Sachs Apartments (1927-1939, HCM #1118), the Luby and Anastasia Bubeshko 
Apartments (1939, HCM #831), and the S. T. Falk Apartments (1940, HCM #1133). 
 
The subject property appears to have undergone only minor alterations over the years that 
include extending the existing balcony to provide access from the lower playroom and the 
addition of an acrylic railing to the lower level balcony in the southwest corner in 1995. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing or designation at the national, state and local levels as an excellent example of 
an International Style residence that exhibits a high quality of design. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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