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SUMMARY 
 
At its September 24, 2015 meeting, the City Planning Commission (CPC) held a hearing 
and took public testimony in considering the Planning and Land Use Management 
(PLUM) Committee’s Version A and Version B of new proposed sign regulations. The City 
Planning Commission also discussed the option of allowing digital signs outside of sign 
districts, a concept not included in either Version A or B. The meeting concluded with the 
City Planning Commission directing Planning staff to conduct further research on specific 
issues and report back on October 22, 2015 with additional information. This staff report 
summarizes the issues considered or raised at the September 24, 2015 meeting and 
provides responses to the various inquiries made by the City Planning Commission at 
that meeting. 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The City is in the process of establishing new sign regulations. On March 26, 2009, the 
City Planning Commission (CPC) approved a proposed sign ordinance. The approved 
ordinance was submitted to the Planning and Land Use Management (PLUM) Committee 
of the City Council for further consideration and recommendation. On June 30, 2015, 
PLUM settled on a set of final revisions to the proposed ordinance. The revisions included 
items the CPC had previously considered as well as four items it had not. The City’s 
Charter requires that before the City Council can adopt any land use ordinance, the CPC 
must first consider the matter.  For that reason the PLUM Committee created two versions 
of the revised sign ordinance: Version B, containing revisions on items previously 
considered by the CPC, and Version A, containing all of Version B plus the four additional 
items not previously vetted by the City Planning Commission. Version B was transmitted 
to the City Attorney for review prior to its consideration for adoption by the City Council. 
The PLUM Committee directed the Department to bring Version A to the CPC for review 
and recommendation, as well as the concept of allowing off-site and digital signs outside 
of sign districts. The City Planning Commission decided to review and take action, not 
only on the new provisions from Version A, but also on Version B in its entirety. The 
Commission met on September 24, 2015, taking public testimony and reviewing the 
PLUM Committee’s proposed ordinance. 
 
A key component of the 2009 CPC ordinance and the PLUM ordinances (Versions A and 
B) is the concept that off-site and digital signs are prohibited, except that they may be 
allowed in a sign district. The “sign district” component of the proposed ordinances is 
enabling legislation, which provides the basic rules for establishing sign districts in the 
future. Any proposed sign district would then be required to go through a separate process 
of approval, for which there would be environmental review, one or more public hearings, 
and a separate ordinance containing specific requirements and standards applicable 
exclusively to that particular sign district.  
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Summary of CPC Meeting, September 24, 2015 
 

Public Testimony and Letters 
Following a presentation by staff, the City Planning Commission heard public testimony 
approximately 30 individuals. In addition, the Commission received more than 100 letters 
on or before the hearing date. Respondents represented a broad range of constituents, 
including staff representing five City Council Districts (2, 4, 5, 11, and 13), business 
owners and associations, nonprofit organizations, neighborhood groups, advertising 
industry representatives, organized labor representatives, and interested individuals. The 
following is a summary of the main points made:  

Opposition: 
 Against amnesty for unpermitted signs and signs in violation of their permit 
 Opposed to “grandfathering” sign districts in process 
 Opposed to all digital signs 
 Opposed to all digital signs outside of sign districts 
 Digital signs should only be allowed on-site 
 Digital signs should be kept away from residences & freeways 
 Digital signs are distracting to drivers 
 Digital brightness should be toned down 
 Increase required take-down ratio; 4:1 or higher, such as 8:1 
 Community benefits should not be allowed in lieu of take-down requirements 
 No new billboards 
 Take down all existing billboards  
 Billboards have altered LA landscape for the worse 
 Review all changes in the proposed ordinance since 2009 
 Some communities do not have an inventory of signs to remove 
 Eligibility for sign districts is too restrictive 
 Eligibility for sign districts is too lenient 
 Penalties are too onerous 
 Establish strong penalties for violations 
 Grandfathering provision should be corrected to clarify that grandfathered sign 

district applications would not be subject to take-down requirements 
 No to the additional provisions found in Version A; stick with Version B 
 Remove vulgar, offensive billboards 
 Violations of permits should be enforced 
 Establish citywide cap 
 No Conditional Use Permit process; too politicizing 
 No relocation of nonconforming signs 
 Eliminate Tier 2 Sign Districts 
 Digital signs are not energy efficient 
 Not following Department’s “Public Participation Policy”, insufficient time to 

review 
 
Support: 
 In favor of reasonable regulations 
 Proposed regulations include requirement to take down existing signs and 

provide community benefits  



CPC-2015-3059-CA                                                                                              Page 5 
 

 

 Majority of local residents accept traditional and digital billboards as part of the 
landscape 

 Nonprofit organizations benefit from exposure and donations from outdoor 
advertising industry 

 Outdoor advertising supports small businesses 
 Digital signs provide alerts and emergency messaging 
 Digital signs can bring revenue to the City 
 Digital signs are the future of outdoor advertising 
 Billboards provide more affordable advertising 
 Digital technology facilitates keeping advertisements current and up-to-date 
 Studies show that digital billboards do not distract drivers or create hazards 
 Outdoor advertising provides employment to building trades 
 Unpermitted signs are mischaracterized as illegal 
 Amnesty should be for both unpermitted signs and signs in violation of their 

permits 
 Restore use of existing digital signs 
 Digital signs should be allowed outside of sign districts 
 Any proposal to allow digital signs outside sign districts should be developed 

unhurried, with input from, and be fair to, all stakeholders 
 Take-down credit should be given for sign removal anywhere in the City 

 
Summary of Specific Proposals from City Councilmembers: 

Councilmember Krekorian (District 2), letter dated September 23, 2015: 
 No digital off-site signs outside of sign districts, except on selected City-owned 

property 
 Establish process for neighborhood input on placement; environmental study to 

mitigate impacts 
 Greater than 4:1 sign-area reduction ratio for off-site digital signs outside sign 

districts; sign removal should be within an appropriate radius of the new sign to 
ensure the community that gets the new digital sign gets relief from removal of 
existing static signs 

 Community benefits for neighborhoods impacted by the new signs 
 Citywide cap on signs outside of sign districts, including a 50 percent cap on 

market share for any one company 
 Geographic standards to prevent any one neighborhood or community from an 

over-concentration of signs  
 
Councilmember O’Farrell (District 13), letter dated September 25, 2015: 
 Expand the Version A provision allowing digital display signs on historic facades 

to also include roofs 
 

City Planning Commission Discussion 
Following public testimony, the City Planning Commission closed public comments. 
President Ambroz led the Commission is discussion on the following topics: 

 Amnesty – No conclusion reached. 
 Grandfathering sign districts – Interest in capping date at March 26, 2009, but 

requested more information from staff about the status of sign districts approved 
by the CPC on or before that date. 
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 Enforcement - Input provided by Frank Bush of the Department of Building and 
Safety. No conclusion reached, but Commission expressed frustration over 
current regulations not being enforced.  

 Conditional use permit process for off-site signs outside sign districts – 
General consensus that off-site signs should not be allowed. 

 Take-down ratio – Interest in raising take-down ratio to between 4:1 and 8:1 for 
digital and 2:1 for static, but no conclusion reached. Requested staff to provide 
take-down ratios from other cities. 

 Relocation of signs on site – Generally not interested in allowing, but 
concerned that an applicant may face hardship that justifies on-site relocation. 
Requested more information from staff. 

 Community benefits – Want benefits to be meaningful, on-menu. Interested in 
spreading community benefits beyond the subject sign district for equity 
purposes and also avoiding signs from being too concentrated in any one 
neighborhood or community. Requested more information from staff regarding 
requirements pursuant to the Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
cities’ requirements of community benefits, and reforms to parks and recreation 
fees.  

 Tier 1 and Tier 2 Sign Districts – Expressed that digital signs in Tier 2 Sign 
Districts should not be visible from above not from a public right-of-way. 
Requested staff to provide local examples of what could be Tier 1 or Tier 2 Sign 
Districts. 

 Freeway exposure – Requested additional information from staff regarding 
current Zoning Code and State regulations. 

 Digital Brightness – Interest in lowering brightness from the levels currently 
proposed. Requested more information from staff regarding other cities, 
particularly West Hollywood, as to limits and compliance checks. 

 Digital displays on historic facades – Interest in using the Historic Broadway 
Sign District as a model and including roofs pursuant to request from Council 
District 13. Requested more information from staff regarding Historic Broadway 
Sign provisions. 

 Citywide cap – Interest in idea but would like ideas as to how to arrive at 
appropriate cap number. Seeking input from staff. 

 On-site digital signs outside sign districts – General consensus to not allow. 
 Miscellaneous:  

o Establish limits to hours of operation, like the Historic Broadway Sign 
District 

o Prevent topping-off of trees that obscure billboard messages 
o Allow only signs with a permit to count against take-down requirement 
o Address light pollution from above 
o Study other cities use of private digital signs for alerts and emergencies 

 
Staff was directed to report back on the questions posed to them. The meeting was 
continued to October 22, 2015. 
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REPORT BACK TO CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
Summary of Selected Sign Provisions in Other Cities 
 
At the meeting, the CPC requested staff to obtain information about specific regulations 
in other cities. However, staff was able to obtain information, provided in an attached table 
(Attachment I), which may be of interest and use to the Commission on the following 
cities: 

 Boston 
 Chicago 
 Denver 
 Irwindale 
 Long Beach 
 New York 
 San Antonio 
 San Jose 
 Santa Clarita 
 Seattle 
 West Hollywood 

 
More sign reduction requirements, also included in the attached table, in the following 
cities was provided by an outside source and has not been independently validated by 
Planning Department staff: 

 Atlanta 
 Cleveland 
 Dallas 
 El Paso 
 Fontana, CA 
 Jacksonville, FL 
 Orlando 
 Miami 
 Milwaukee 
 Minneapolis 
 Sacramento 
 Savannah 
 Victorville, CA 

 
The following is a brief summary of conclusions drawn: 
 

Sign reduction requirements. Review of the data indicates that sign reduction 
requirements range from 2:1 to 8:1, with some large cities, such as Atlanta, Boston, 
Chicago, and New York requiring no sign reduction. Irwindale requires sign reduction 
in a development agreement. Long Beach appears to have the most aggressive sign 
reduction program, requiring sign reduction of between 4:1 to 8:1 (based on square-
footage) depending on whether the new sign is new, converted, expanded of existing, 
or converted with an expansion. After a one-year digital sign pilot program, San 
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Antonio now has 13 digital signs; they are currently under a moratorium and not 
allowing any more, even though their citywide cap is 15.  

 
Community benefits. Most cities surveyed did not require community benefits. West 
Hollywood is an exception, requiring digital signs to display public art for time intervals 
determined by a conditional use permit. A fee, based on the value of the sign, is also 
exacted, the revenues from which go to the Sunset Business Improvement District 
and the city’s general fund. In Irwindale, a development agreement for a new sign is 
required to provide a public benefit. 

 
Digital standards. A maximum of 0.3 foot candles above ambient lighting, eight 
second minimum message, 500 candelas at night, and automatic dimming are 
common standards. Most standards prohibit movement in various forms, including 
blinking, flashing, strobing, or shimmering lights, scrolling text/images, and video. San 
Antonio stands apart with a limit of 0.2 foot candles for on-site signs; Seattle is different 
in limiting message changes to seven per minute.  San Antonio and Santa Clarita limit 
daytime light to 7,000 and 7,500 candelas per square meter, respectively; the other 
cities surveyed do not have daytime limits. 
 
Public messaging. Boston and Chicago require at least 10 percent of digital time on 
publicly-owned land be set aside for public messaging; the other cities surveyed have 
no such requirement.  

 
Citywide caps. Most cities surveyed did not have a citywide cap. The exceptions were 
Long Beach (number of signs in 2014) and San Antonio (15, no explanation provided 
for number). 

 
Grandfathering 
 
The City Planning Commission discussed revising the grandfathering date from “sign 
districts initiated prior to December 16, 2014” (as modified in the 2015 PLUM ordinance) 
back to “sign districts approved by the City Planning Commission prior to March 26, 2009” 
(as set forth in the 2009 CPC ordinance). The Commission requested staff to report back 
as to whether any of the sign districts approved by the CPC prior to March 26, 2009 are 
still awaiting adoption. Staff reviewed the list of proposed sign districts and found that 
none were in that category.  
 
There are four sign districts initiated in 2008 but not processed. Two of these (Koreatown 
and City West) do not have case numbers; another (Mid-Town Crossing) has a case 
number but is on hold pursuant to the applicant’s request. The fourth (Metropolis) is listed 
below.  
 
The following proposed sign districts or specific plans with signage provisions are in 
various stages of being processed: 

 Metropolis - building is under construction. Representatives have shown staff a 
proposed sign plan and are contemplating an EIR addendum for the sign district. 

 Figueroa Corridor – proposed as expansion to Figueroa and Seventh Sign 
District (Wilshire Grand Tower) generally along Figueroa Street between Olympic 
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and Wilshire Boulevards. Funding from development agreement received by City 
to assist processing the proposed expansion. 

 Laurel Canyon Corridor (NoHo West) – generally Laurel Plaza shopping center, 
Laurel Canyon Boulevard between Hamlin and Erwin Streets, Erwin Street 
between Laurel Canyon Boulevard and Radford Avenue, Radford Avenue 
between Erwin Street. Draft EIR in preparation. 

 Boyle Heights Mixed Use (Wyvernwood) Specific Plan – 2901 E. Olympic 
Boulevard. Staff is preparing to present to City Planning Commission. 

 Paramount Pictures Master Plan – 5555 Melrose Avenue. Draft EIR published 
September 10, 2015. 

 City Market Center – 1057 S. San Pedro Street. Draft EIR in preparation. 
 LA Mart - 1900 S. Broadway. Draft EIR published September 17, 2015. 

 
In addition, at its June 30, 2015 meeting, PLUM instructed the City Attorney to modify 
language in Version B to allow sign districts containing qualifying stadiums/arenas to 
locate off-site signs in locations that otherwise would be prohibited, in order to 
accommodate anticipated needs of the new major league soccer stadium for the new Los 
Angeles Football Club (LAFC). This could be accomplished by either adding the LAFC to 
the list of “grandfathered” sign districts or revising the language in Version B to exempt 
qualifying stadiums from the provisions that would prohibit its location. 
 
On-Site Relocation of Off-Site Signs 
 
At the last meeting, the Commission asked staff to investigate as to whether there were 
ever circumstances that could justify allowing a non-conforming off-site sign to be 
relocated within the same site. Planning staff conferred with staff in the Department of 
Building and Safety to see if they had come across such a situation. Their response was 
that if there is a health or safety problem, an order to comply is issued, and the applicant 
is allowed to make changes in a sign in order to comply. Repairs or upgrades to roofs do 
not generally require removal or relocation of signs. Department of Building and Safety 
staff had not experienced situations where the inability to move a non-conforming sign 
resulted in an undue hardship to an applicant. The only situation staff could think of was 
if a public roadway/freeway must be widened, owners of property in the path, including 
non-conforming signs, would have to be compensated for property taken. It would save 
public money if the sign could be relocated instead of condemned. 
 
Community Benefits 
 
At the last meeting, the Commission asked staff to report back on community benefits – 
if they are required by other cities, how to address equity issues by avoiding an over-
concentration of signs, and spreading benefits beyond the community in which the sign 
is located. Also, a suggestion was made to look to the recent reforms being proposed to 
the parks and recreation dedication and fees. 
 
The 2009 CPC ordinance did not require applicants to provide any community benefits in 
exchange for authorization of new off-site signs. The community benefits requirement 
was introduced in the 2015 PLUM ordinance for Tier 1 Sign Districts. A prior version of 
the PLUM ordinance allowed the provision of community benefits to satisfy up to one-half 
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of the sign reduction required for an off-site. However, the current version of the PLUM 
ordinance, both Versions B and A, require the provision of community benefits in addition 
to sign reduction; no relief in sign reduction is afforded as a result of providing community 
benefits.  
 
In addition, the 2015 PLUM ordinance requires that community benefits must “directly 
eliminate blight or improve aesthetics or traffic safety…”  A menu of community benefits 
is provided: 

i. Sidewalk Widening and Landscaping 
ii. Undergrounding of Utilities 
iii. Streetscape Improvements 
iv. Lighting Improvements 
v. Original Art Murals and Public Art Installations 
vi. Public Parking Structures to Served Pedestrian Centers 
vii. Façade Improvements 
viii. Other improvements of a permanent nature that directly eliminate blight or improve 

aesthetics or traffic safety. 
 
The required community benefits must be implemented within either the sign district or 
the “sign impact area”. The “sign impact area” will be defined by the ordinance 
establishing the sign district but required to have at least one boundary adjacent to the 
sign district.  
 
The idea of spreading benefits out beyond the sign district and its impact area is contrary 
to the legal requirement for a nexus between an exaction and the impact of an entitlement. 
Establishing any nexus between the community benefits and the new sign would be very 
difficult if all or a portion of the required community benefits were either allowed or 
required to be proved outside the sign district or the “sign impact area”. 
 
The reform to the parks and recreation dedication and fees proposes to expand the radius 
around a development project within which the collected fees can be spent or park land 
provided. The size of the radius is commensurate with the type of park: 

 Neighborhood – within 1 mile radius 
 Community – within a 5 mile radius 
 Regional – within a 15 mile radius 

 
The radii are predetermined and based on the typical service area of the listed park types. 
Use of predetermined radii may not be appropriate for community benefits to improve the 
aesthetics or traffic safety within or in the vicinity of a sign district. Clearly a “sign impact 
area” is dependent upon the details and location of the particular sign district – not as 
easily determined as a park service area. 
 
As for preventing an over-concentration of sign districts in any one community or 
neighborhood, it should be understood that the sign regulation ordinance merely 
establishes the rules by which sign districts can be established. Each new sign district will 
start as a proposal presented to the Commission and then to the City Council. It is 
completely within the jurisdiction of either to review the facts of the proposal and decide 
on a case-by-case basis whether a proposed sign district is desirable and in the public 
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interest at the proposed location. Clearly, if an over-concentration of sign districts exists, 
either the Commission or the Council may elect to deny the requested proposal. 
 
Community benefits are generally not required in other cities, except if negotiated through 
a relocation or development agreement. West Hollywood is a notable exception, where 
digital displays are required to display art, the duration of which is determined by a 
conditional use permit. West Hollywood also requires the payment of a fee, based on the 
value of the digital sign, to be paid to the Sunset Business Improvement District and to 
the city’s general fund. 
 
Examples of Tier 1 and Tier 2 Sign Districts 
 
At the last meeting, the City Planning Commission asked Planning staff to provide 
examples of potential Tier 1 and Tier 2 Sign Districts.   
 
Generally, a Tier 1 Sign District is for property designated as a Regional Center or 
Regional Commercial and also zoned C or R5; in the Greater Downtown Housing 
Incentive Area and zoned C, M, or R5; at Los Angeles International Airport or the Port of 
Los Angeles; a project with a stadium of at least 20,000 seats, or a zoo or botanical 
garden of at least 60 acres. Tier 1 Sign Districts must also contain at least 5,000 linear 
feet of street frontage or be at least 15 acres in area, except that in the Greater Downtown 
Housing Incentive Area, the minimum street frontage is 2,640 feet. Tier 1 Sign Districts 
can allow digital and off-site signs. 
 
The following are examples of Tier 1 Sign District-type developments: 

 Warner Center 2035 Plan Sign District 
 Los Angeles Sports and Entertainment District Specific Plan (LA 

Live/Convention Center) 
 Historic Broadway Sign District 
 Hollywood Signage Supplemental Use District 
 Los Angeles Zoo 
 Northridge Fashion Square 
 Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza 
 Chinatown 

 
Generally, a Tier 2 Sign District is for property not zoned OS or PF. Properties designated 
Regional Center or Regional Commercial or in the Greater Downtown Housing Incentive 
Area must contain at least 3 acres of non-residential development or 50,000 square feet 
of non-residential floor area. Properties not designated Regional Center or Regional 
Commercial and not in the Greater Downtown Housing Incentive Area must contain at 
least 5 acres of non-residential development or 100,000 square feet of non-residential 
floor area. Tier 2 Sign Districts cannot be within an established Sign District or within any 
Specific Plan, Historic Preservation Overlay Zone, or Supplemental Use District that 
contains sign regulations. Tier 2 Sign Districts can allow digital signs and off-site signs 
not visible from any public right-of-way or any other property. 
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The following are examples of Tier 2 Sign District-type developments: 
 Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center – Major medical center on 

approximately 15 acres of land. Would not qualify as for a Tier 1 Sign District 
because it is located on property designated as Community Commercial. 

 Figueroa and Seventh Sign District (Wilshire Grand Tower) – 73-story, 2.4 
million square-foot mixed use project. Would not qualify for a Tier 1 Sign District 
because it is too small in area or linear feet of street frontage. 

 Museum Square – 13-story, 253,962 square-foot commercial building. Would not 
qualify for a Tier 1 Sign District because it is too small in area or linear street 
frontage. 

 The Original Farmers Market/The Grove – Major commercial center on more 
than 15 acres of land. Would not qualify for a Tier 1 Sign District because it is 
located on property designated as Community Commercial. 

 
Freeway Exposure 
 
Current Zoning Code. The current Zoning Code regulations regarding freeway 

exposure of signage read as follows: 
 

No person shall erect, construct, install, paint, maintain, and no building or 
electrical permit shall be issued for, any sign or sign support structure within 2,000 
feet of a freeway unless the Department of Building and Safety has first determined 
that the sign will not be viewed primarily from a main traveled roadway of a freeway 
or an on-ramp/off-ramp.  However, at the termination of an off-ramp, any wall sign 
located along the front line may be viewed primarily from the off-ramp. 
  
The phrase "viewed primarily from" shall mean that the message may be seen 
with reasonable clarity for a greater distance by a person traveling on the main 
traveled roadway of a freeway or on-ramp/off-ramp than by a person traveling on 
the street adjacent to the sign. 

 
Exemption.  The wall signs specified in Subdivisions 1. and 2. below are exempt 
from the limitation above. These signs shall not have moving parts or any 
arrangement of lights that create the illusion of movement. 
  
   1.   Identification signs identifying the building where the sign is located, providing 
the area of the sign is not more than 50 square feet or is not larger than five percent 
of the area of the side of the building, which faces primarily to the freeway, 
whichever is greater; and 
  
   2.   Wall signs on which the advertising is limited to the name of any person, firm 
or corporation occupying the building, or the type of business, services rendered, 
or the name of any product manufactured or sold on the premises. The total area 
of all wall signs on a building permitted in this subdivision shall not exceed 100 
square feet.  Any one sign shall not exceed 50 square feet in area. 
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2009 CPC Ordinance. The 2009 CPC ordinance deleted the current freeway exposure 
provisions, referencing instead relevant provisions in the State’s Business and 
Professions Code, which are generally less restrictive. The relevant section of the 
2009 CPC Ordinance replaced the above-cited text with the following [Sections of 
the California Business and Professions Code are attached (Attachment II)]: 
 
No person shall erect, construct, install, or maintain any sign or sign support 
structure within 660 feet of a freeway unless the sign conforms to the requirements 
of California Business and Professions Code Sections 5403, 5404, 5405, 5406, 
5408, 5440, 5440.1, 5442.11 and 5442.13. 
 
It should be noted that signs must comply with State provisions, whether or not 
they are referenced in the City’s Zoning Code. However, the State regulations may 
have been inserted into 2009 CPC ordinance as a courtesy notice to applicants.  
 
Staff speculates that the rationale for the CPC’s elimination of the current ban on 
freeway exposure may have been because it concluded that there was no need 
for additional regulation since off-site signs are banned.  

 
PLUM Ordinance. The current PLUM ordinance regulations regarding freeway exposure 

propose no material changes to the provisions in the current Zoning Code. 
Previous staff working on sign regulations may have decided to reinstate the 
current ban on freeway exposure in response to community sentiment.  

  
Digital Displays Provisions in Historic Broadway Sign Supplemental 
Use District 
 
At the September 24, 2015 meeting, the CPC asked staff to detail the digital display 
provisions of the proposed Historic Broadway Sign Supplemental Use District (SUD) 
because of interest indicated in using the provisions as a model for the citywide 
regulations. The proposed Historic Broadway Sign SUD (Attachment III) was approved 
by the CPC on August 13, 2015; the provisions have not yet been adopted by the City 
Council. 
 
The proposed Historic Broadway Sign SUD prohibits electronic/digital signs, except for 
marquees on specific buildings.  
 
The illumination standards applicable to all signs in the Historic Broadway Sign SUD are 
summarized as follows: 

 
A. Illuminated signs must be designed to minimize light travel onto walls of residential 

uses and windows of commercial buildings. 
B. Brightness limit of 300 candelas per square meter at night and 5,000 candelas per 

square meter during the day. 
C. Brightness of neon, neon-like, or LED elements are required to be dimmable and 

on a timer. 
D. Use of highly reflective materials, such as mirrored glass, is prohibited. 
E. The maximum total lumen output of any sign cannot exceed 20 lumens per square 

foot. 
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F. Light emitting diodes – maximum horizontal beam spread of 165 degrees and 
maximum vertical beam spread of 65 degrees. All light emitting diodes must be 
oriented downwards toward the street rather than towards the sky. 

G. Marquee digital signs are required to make a smooth transition at a consistent rate, 
between the permitted daytime to nighttime brightness beginning 45 minutes prior 
to sunset and concluding 45 minutes after sunset. 

H. Illumination testing – required prior to the initial operation and again 12 months 
after the sign becomes operational, the applicant is required to test the sign and 
prove compliance with the regulations by submitting a copy of the results and 
certification from a Department of Building and Safety-approved testing agency.  
 
The following is the proposed testing protocol: 

1. In order to determine whether the illumination complies with Article 4.4 of the 
Zoning Code and the requirements of this Ordinance, a representative testing site 
shall be established on or next to those light sensitive receptors, as defined by the 
City's CEQA Guidelines, which have the greatest exposure to signage lighting on 
each of the four facades of the Project. A light meter mounted to a tripod at eye level, 
facing the Project buildings, shall be calibrated and measurements taken to determine 
ambient light levels with the sign on. An opaque object shall be used to block out the 
view of the sign and the building from the light meter at a distance of at least four (4) 
feet away from the tripod. A reading shall then be taken to determine the ambient 
light levels with the sign off. The difference between the two measurements shall be 
the amount of light the sign casts onto the sensitive receptor. Alternatively, the 
applicant may measure light levels by using the same tripod and same light meter, 
but by turning the signage on and off. 

 
2. The illumination and intensity levels of all Digital Displays and Integral Digital 
Displays shall also be metered from a minimum of four perspectives (i.e., a 
perspective metering each facade) using the Candela as unit of measurement, and 
shall indicate conformance with the standards of this Ordinance. 

 
3. In addition, if, as a result of a complaint, LADBS has cause to believe the Project's 
signage lighting is not in compliance with the Code or this Ordinance, LADBS may 
request, at the expense of the applicant or its successor, that the testing protocol 
outlined in this section be implemented to determine compliance. If the testing reveals 
that the signage is not in compliance with the Code, this Ordinance, or mitigation 
measures set forth in the Environmental Clearance that the City certified for this 
Ordinance, the applicant or its successor shall adjust the signage to bring it into 
compliance immediately or pay penalties per LAMC Section  11.2.04(a)3. 
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Digital signs are also subject to the following: 
 

1. Be limited to existing or recreated marquee signs associated with the: 
a. Million Dollar Theater 
b. Roxie Theater 
c. Cameo Theater 
d. Arcade Theater 
e. Los Angeles Theater 
f. Palace Theater 
g. The State Theater 
h. Globe Theater 
i. Tower Theater 
j. Rialto Theater 
k. Orpheum Theater 
l. United Artists Theater 

2. Only  operate between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m.; 
3. Not change images or messages any more frequently than once every 8 seconds; 
4. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.11.1 below: 
 

Table 9.11.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual 
bulbs 

Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 
Kinetic Elements Allowed 
Three-Dimension Elements Allowed 
Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 
 
 
Citywide Cap 
 
To clarify, the report from Sharon M. Tso, Chief Legislative Analyst, and Michael 
LoGrande, Director of Planning, to PLUM Committee, “Citywide Sign Regulations for 
Digital Off-site Signs”, June 18, 2015, contained discussion (Issue #7) regarding a cap on 
digital off-site signs. This discussion referenced capping the number of off-site digital 
signs permitted by a Conditional Use Permit process, which was discussed earlier in the 
report (Issue #1) as a possible process by which off-site digital signs could be allowed 
outside sign districts. For this reason, staff understands that the cap entertained in the 
aforementioned report was intended to be a cap on off-site digital signs outside sign 
districts, not an overall citywide cap. 
 
Notwithstanding the above, staff has considered the Commission’s idea of capping the 
number of off-site digital signs and would like to provide some additional information to 
assist in further discussion. As the Commission alluded to at the previous meeting, 
arriving at the appropriate cap is difficult, unless the number of off-site signs currently in 
existence becomes the future cap. This is how some cities have elected to proceed. Aside 
from a blanket prohibition against new off-site signs, a form of cap, Long Beach has set 
its cap as the number of off-site signs in existence at the time its new regulations were 
adopted. 
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However, such a policy would not lead to a reduction in the number of signs. Arriving at 
a lower cap by applying a desired sign reduction factor is confounded by the fact that the 
sign reduction ratios discussed are based on sign area rather than the number of signs, 
so therefore the direct application of, for example, a 4:1 sign reduction ratio to the total 
number of signs currently in place does not translate conveniently into a reduced number 
of signs.  
 
In addition, based on previous experience, keeping accurate track of new signs against 
a cap may be difficult to sustain. Also, having a cap may encourage applicants to submit 
applications as soon as possible in order to get approval in anticipation of a future cutoff. 
Further, a citywide cap may be too broad; to get their equitable share, some 
communities/neighborhoods may argue for caps per specific geographic areas, such as 
per Council District, Area Planning Commission, or Certified Neighborhood Council 
boundaries, further challenging accurate record keeping.  
 
As currently proposed, the PLUM ordinances (Versions A and B) limit off-site and digital 
signs to sign districts. If approved, the subject ordinance would not be the final word on 
what and how many signs are allowed in each of those; each proposed sign district could 
impose its own limits. Furthermore, future sign districts would be subject to public review 
and full consideration by the City Planning Commission and the City Council.  
 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
Clarification Regarding Penalties 
 
At the September 24, 2015 Commission meeting, there was discussion about the 
penalties associated with Ordinance No. 182,610, commonly known as the Administrative 
Citation Enforcement (ACE) Pilot Program, which became effective August 2, 2013. The 
ACE Pilot Program contains a table of progressive fines for violations of sign regulations 
identical to the fine structure proposed in the 2009 CPC Sign Ordinance and (almost) 
identical to the fine structure contained in the proposed 2015 PLUM Sign Ordinance.  
 
During discussion there was interest as to whether or not the ACE Pilot Program penalties 
could be imposed for violation of current sign regulations. On further investigation, staff 
found that while the ordinance establishing the ACE Pilot Program became effective in 
2013, the program actually launched near the end of 2014, starting with the Police 
Department and followed by the Department of Animal Services. The Fire Department is 
expected to be authorized to utilize the program by the end of this year. Though other 
City departments are eventually expected to be authorized, at this time the Department 
of Building and Safety is not authorized to impose those penalty fees for violations of 
current sign regulations. In that no vigorous penalty structure is currently in effect for 
violations of sign regulations, staff recommends that any new sign regulations retain the 
penalty structure currently incorporated within the proposed ordinances. 
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Clarification Regarding Version B 
 
For clarification, on June 30, 2015, when PLUM directed the City Attorney’s office to move 
forward with Version B, it also instructed the City Attorney’s office to make two corrections 
to the document. The first correction was to clarify that grandfathered sign districts would 
not be subject to the requirements of the new regulations. The second correction, in 
response to a request by Council District 9, was to reword the requirements for Tier 1 
Sign Districts to allow sign districts containing qualifying stadiums or arenas to locate off-
site signs in locations that otherwise would be prohibited (Section 13.11.C.3), in order to 
accommodate anticipated needs of the new major league soccer stadium for the new Los 
Angeles Football Club (LAFC). Alternatively, the latter could be accomplished by adding 
the LAFC to the list of “grandfathered” sign districts. The aforementioned corrections have 
not yet been completed and therefore, are not reflected in the copy of Version B provided 
to the Commission. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION 
 
Staff has responded to the various inquiries made by the City Planning Commission at 
the September 24, 2015 meeting. With this additional information, staff recommends that 
the Commission determine whether or not to approve Version B of the ordinance as is, 
or with modifications or additions to be forwarded to PLUM in the form of a letter. In 
addition, staff recommends that the Commission evaluate whether or not it supports any 
of the four additional provisions found in Version A, and if so, direct staff to prepare a 
supplemental ordinance for the Commission’s review and approval at a future meeting. 
Finally, staff recommends that the Commission also determine whether or not digital 
signs, on-site or off-site, should be allowed outside of sign districts. If the Commission 
determines they should be allowed, staff recommends that the Commission direct staff to 
proceed with developing an appropriate process for review and approval of such signs. 
This would be a time-consuming process and should be addressed by a dedicated Sign 
Unit once one is in place. 
  



CPC-2015-3059-CA                                                                                              Page 18 
 

 

 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

I. Selected Sign Provisions in Selected Cities 
 

II. Excerpts from California Business and Professions Code, Sections 5400-5419 and 
5440-5443.5. 
 

III. Proposed Historic Broadway Sign Supplemental Use District 



Selected Sign Provisions in Selected Cities 

City Sign Reduction Community 
Benefits 

Illumination Standards Public 
Messaging 

Cap 

Boston None required None required Night = 500 candelas 
Hours = 7 to 12 am 

10% of time None 

Chicago None required None required Turned off midnight – 5 am, 
except if on-site & business 
open 

10% if on 
publicly-
owned land 

None 

Irwindale1 Required per 
development 
agreement 

Required per 
development 
agreement 

Required per development 
agreement 

None 
required 

None 

Long 
Beach2 

4:1 (s.f.) - Conversion to 
digital w/no 
expansion 

6:1(s.f.) - New or 
expansion of static 

8:1(s.f.) - New digital, 
conversion to digital 
w/expansion, or 
expansion of digital 

None required Max = 0.3 foot candles above 
ambient lighting 

No motion, flashing, shimmering 
No blank/dark interval between 

messages 
Min 8 sec message 
Auto dimming required 

None 
required 

# of 
existing 
off-site 
signs 

New York None required None required None – nuisances addressed on 
complaint basis 

None 
required 

None 

San 
Antonio3 

2:1 for static 

5:1-7:1 (#) for digital 
(digital program no 
longer in effect) 

None required On-site – 0.2 foot candles above 
ambient lighting 
No min dwell time 

Off-site – varies per color, but 
max for full spectrum: 
Night = 2,500 candelas 
Day = 7,000 candelas 
Min 10 sec message 

No strobing, flashing, blinking, 
scrolling 

Auto dimming & auto shutdown if 
malfunctioning 

None 
required 

15 
digital 

San Jose None required None required Max = 0.3 foot candles above 
ambient lighting 

Auto dimming required 

None 
required 

None 

Santa 
Clarita4 

Net reduction in # and 
sign area required.  

Amount not specified. 

None required Max = 0.3 foot candles above 
ambient lighting for 250’ 

Night = 500 candelas 
Day = 7,500 candelas 
Still images, no flashing/blinking 
Min 8 sec message 

None 
required 

None 

Seattle5 Per development 
agreement 

Per development 
agreement 

Night = 500 candelas 
Hours = up to 11 pm (12 am if 

on-site &special occasion) 
No flashing 
Max 7 changes/minute 

None 
required 

None 

West 
Hollywood6 

None required Public art; 
Fee to Sunset BID; 
Fee to General 
Fund 

Standards determined by CUP 
Auto dimming required 

Must be 
equipped to 

display 

None 

Other Cities with Sign Reduction Requirements7 
Atlanta None 

Cleveland Generally 5:1 
Dallas 3:1 (s.f.) 

El Paso 5:1 (s.f.) 
Fontana 6 faces:1 (digital) 

Jacksonville, FL 2:1 
Orlando 4:1 (s.f.) 
Miami Ranges from 2:1 to 4:1 

Milwaukee None 
Minneapolis 2:1 static; 4:1 digital (s.f.) 
Sacramento Greater than 1:1 in sign faces & square footage 
Savannah 2.5:1 
 Victorville 3 (nonconforming):1 

1 Irwindale allows new static or digital billboards by development agreements which specify sign reduction, standards, and public benefits 
2 Long Beach requires that signs credited for removal be non-conforming. 
3 San Antonio has a moratorium on new digital signs. After 1 year pilot program, they have 13 digital signs (below their cap of 15). 
4 Santa Clarita requires a relocation agreement for each new sign, which could include sign reduction, revenue-sharing, public messaging.  
5 Seattle allows new off-site signs only with sign reduction per a development agreement. Digital signs allowed only if on site. 
6 West Hollywood has a moratorium on new billboards and digital displays while they examine their billboard regulations. 
7 Data from provided by outside source, not independently validated by Department of City Planning staff. 
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SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT 

The City Council hereby establishes the Signage Supplemental 

Use District applicable to South Broadway in Downtown Los 

Angeles from 1st Street to 12th Street, encompassing the 

Broadway Theater and Entertainment District and parcels 

fronting along intersecting streets, as depicted in the map 

attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  

SECTION 2. PURPOSES 

A. Establish a sign district that supports and enhances 
historic preservation, economic development, and 
revitalization of the Broadway Theater and Entertainment 
District and directly adjacent blocks, and that reduces 
blight along the corridor. 
 

B. Allow a variety of appropriate and economically viable 
signage that will contribute to the historic nature of the 
Broadway district in a way that: 
1. Complements and protects the character-defining 

features of the historic buildings;  
2. Incentivizes rehabilitation, activation and reactivation 

of buildings, and the revitalization and historic 
preservation of the Broadway Theater and 
Entertainment District and adjacent blocks; 

3. Encourages new infill investment on Broadway 
through new construction on vacant and 
underutilized locations;  

4. Supports and encourages pedestrian activity; 
5. Reflects the historic character of the District’s signage 

and where appropriate, incorporates new types of 
signage and technology; 

6. Coordinates with the architectural elements of the 
buildings on which signage is located and enhances 
the overall characteristics of the District; and 

7. Incentivizes the completion of the improvements 
contemplated in the Broadway Streetscape Master 
Plan and the installation of façade lighting treatments 
in accordance with the Broadway Community Design 
Overlay District 
 

C. Limit visual clutter and blight by regulating the type, size, 
location, design, and operation of signs. 
 

D. Minimize potential traffic hazards and protect public 
safety. 
 

E. Utilize off-site advertising rights to incentivize investment 
in the rehabilitation and reactivation of existing buildings 
and construction of new buildings on vacant and 
underutilized sites. 
 

F. Reinforce the authenticity of Broadway as one of 
California’s oldest and most unique historic districts. 
 

SECTION 3. APPLICATION OF REGULATIONS 

A. The regulations of this Ordinance are in addition to those 
set forth in the Planning and Zoning provisions of the Los 
Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC). These regulations do not 
convey any rights not otherwise granted under the 
provisions and procedures contained in the Code or other 
relevant ordinances, except as specifically provided for in 
this Ordinance. 
 

B. Wherever this Ordinance contains provisions that 
establish regulations that are different from, more 
restrictive than, or more permissive than those contained 
in the LAMC or other relevant ordinances, this Ordinance 
shall prevail. 
 

SECTION 4. GENERAL STANDARDS 

A. Only the sign types specifically authorized in this 

Ordinance shall be erected on parcels located within the 

Broadway Sign District. 

B. Unless otherwise specified in this Ordinance to the 
contrary, the general sign requirements set forth in the 
LAMC  shall apply  for placement, permits, plans, design 
and construction, materials, street address numbers, 
identification, maintenance, prohibited locations, and sign 
illumination. 

 
C. Where signs are required to be painted, a professional sign 

painter shall be used. . All signs shall use typography and 
images that are uniform in point size, kerning and overall 
appearance.  All signs shall be produced using an 
identifiable font. Spray-on paint and airbrushes shall not 
be used for lettering or iconography. The exposed backs 
and sides of all signs visible from a public right-of-way shall 
be finished. 

 
D. All signs shall be maintained in good repair. 

 
E. Rights to Sign Visibility.  This Ordinance grants no right of 

visibility to any sign operator.  Nor shall the impact on a 
sign’s visibility be used as a basis to deny or condition an 
application for a sign or any other structure located in the 
Sign District or on properties adjacent thereto.   

 
F. Signs located in an open air, interior courtyard or plaza of 

a Non-Historic Building that are not visible from the street 
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are not subject to the provisions of this Ordinance and 
need only comply with Section 14.4 of the Code. 
  

G. All new signs and sign support structures shall be made of 
noncombustible materials or approved plastics. In the case 
of new or untested materials, the applicant shall submit a 
sample of a sign’s material to the Department of Building 
and Safety and the Fire Department for approval. 

 
H. Existing Non-Conforming Signs. Every existing sign and/or 

sign support structure constructed under a valid permit 
and used in conformance with the LAMC regulations and 
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety approvals 
in effect at the time of construction shall be allowed to 
continue to exist under those regulations and approvals, 
even though subsequent adopted regulations and 
approvals have changed the requirements.  

1. All existing non-conforming signs shall be 
included in computing Combined Signage 
Area. 

2. No increase in sign area, height, location or 
orientation of an existing non-conforming 
sign shall be permitted.  

3. Any existing billboard(s) or solid-panel roof 
sign(s) shall be removed before placement 
of any new sign structure containing off-site 
commercial content is permitted. 

 
I. Combined Signage Area.  The location and size of any 

individual sign is governed by the provisions set forth 
below regulating each sign type. Additionally, the total 
combined area of all Temporary, Wall, Window, Existing 
Non-Conforming Signs, and any other sign types not 
regulated in this ordinance that are located on a single 
building frontage shall be limited to 1.5 square feet of sign 
area per linear foot of that building frontage.  

 
 

SECTION 5. ILLUMINATION STANDARDS 

A. All illuminated signs shall be designed, located, and/or 
screened so as to minimize light travel onto the exterior 
walls of residential units and windows of commercial 
buildings, including those on the same site as the sign. 
 

B. All illuminated signs shall have a nighttime brightness no 
greater than 300 candelas per square meter and a daytime 
brightness no greater than 5,000 candelas. 
 

C. The brightness of any sign that includes neon, neon-like, 
or LED elements shall be fully dimmable and controlled by 
a timer which shall be maintained in good working order. 
 

D. No sign shall use highly reflective materials such as 
mirrored glass.  
 

E. All signs shall have a maximum total lumen output of no 
more than 20 lumens per square foot. 
 

F. All light emitting diodes used within any sign shall have a 
maximum horizontal beam spread of 165 degrees and a 
maximum vertical beam spread of 65 degrees. All light 
emitting diodes shall be oriented downwards towards the 
street, rather than towards the sky. 
 

G. Any Marquee Digital Sign shall make a smooth transition 
at a consistent rate between the permitted daytime to 
nighttime brightness levels beginning 45 minutes prior to 
sunset and concluding 45 minutes after sunset. 
 

H. Illumination Testing Protocol. Prior to the operation of any 
digital sign requiring Project Permit Compliance, and again 
12 months after the sign has become operational, the 
applicant shall conduct testing to indicate compliance with 
the regulations of this Ordinance, and provide a copy of 
the results along with a certification from an LADBS 
approved testing agency to the Director and to LADBS 
stating that the testing results demonstrate compliance 
with the requirements of this Ordinance. The testing shall 
be at the applicant's expense and shall be conducted as 
follows:  

1. In order to determine whether the 
illumination complies with Article 4.4 of the 
Zoning Code and the requirements of this 
Ordinance, a representative testing site 
shall be established on or next to those light 
sensitive receptors, as defined by the City's 
CEQA Guidelines, which have the greatest 
exposure to signage lighting on each of the 
four facades of the Project. A light meter 
mounted to a tripod at eye level, facing the 
Project buildings, shall be calibrated and 
measurements taken to determine ambient 
light levels with the sign on. An opaque 
object shall be used to block out the view of 
the sign and the building from the light 
meter at a distance of at least four (4) feet 
away from the tripod. A reading shall then 
be taken to determine the ambient light 
levels with the sign off. The difference 
between the two measurements shall be 
the amount of light the sign casts onto the 
sensitive receptor. Alternatively, the 
applicant may measure light levels by using 
the same tripod and same light meter, but 
by turning the signage on and off. 
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2. The illumination and intensity levels of all 
Digital Displays and Integral Digital Displays 
shall also be metered from a minimum of 
four perspectives (i.e., a perspective 
metering each facade) using the Candela as 
unit of measurement, and shall indicate 
conformance with the standards of this 
Ordinance. 
 

3. In addition, if, as a result of a complaint, 
LADBS has cause to believe the Project's 
signage lighting is not in compliance with 
the Code or this Ordinance, LADBS may 
request, at the expense of the applicant or 
its successor, that the testing protocol 
outlined in this section be implemented to 
determine compliance. If the testing reveals 
that the signage is not in compliance with 
the Code, this Ordinance, or mitigation 
measures set forth in the Environmental 
Clearance that the City certified for this 
Ordinance, the applicant or its successor 
shall adjust the signage to bring it into 
compliance immediately or pay penalties 
per LAMC Section  11.2.04(a)3. 

 

SECTION 6. PROHIBITED SIGN TYPES 

The following sign types are prohibited: 

A. Billboards 
B. Canister (Can) Signs (including push-through and/or 

vacuum extruded letters/symbols)   
C. Captive Balloon Signs 
D. Electronic / Digital Displays that do not qualify as Marquee 

Signs 
E. Illuminated Canopy Signs 
F. Inflatable Devices 
G. Monument Signs 
H. Pillar Signs 
I. Pole Signs  
J. Sail Signs / Wind Banners / Feather Signs 
K. Solid Panel and other Roof Signs not specifically permitted 

herein 
L. Supergraphic Signs1  

                                                                    
1  Painted Secondary Façade Signs that comply with the 
regulations in this Ordinance shall not be considered 
Supergraphic Signs in this District. 



Review Draft for Public Hearing - June 11, 2015 

 
Page | 4  

 

SECTION 7. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES 

A. Building Permits. The Department of Building and Safety 
(LADBS) shall not issue a permit for a sign, a sign 
structure, sign illumination, recreation / reconstruction 
of a sign, or alteration of an existing sign unless the sign 
complies with the requirements of this Ordinance and 
zoning regulations in the LAMC, as determined by the 
Director.  The Department of Building and Safety shall 
ensure compliance with all other LAMC requirements.  
 

B. Office of Historic Resources Review.  This ordinance does 
not exempt review by the Office of Historic Resources, 
when otherwise required.  
 

C. Planning Department Sign-Off Required. A permit may 
be issued by LADBS for the following signs with only a  
sign-off by the Department of City Planning and Office 
of Historic Resources on the permit application: 
 
1. Architectural Ledge Sign  
2. Awing Sign 
3. Historic Designation Identification and Description 

Sign 
4. Information Sign  
5. Illuminated Projection Sign 
6. Pedestrian Sign 
7. Sandwich Board Sign 
8. Storefront Vacancy  Sign 
9. Temporary Sign 
10. Temporary Sign on Temporary Construction Wall 
11. Wall Sign 
12. Window Sign 

 

7.1 PROJECT PERMIT  

A. Project Permit Compliance Required. No permit shall be 
issued by LADBS for the following types of signs unless 
the Director has issued a Project Permit Compliance 
approval pursuant to the procedures set forth in Section 
11.5.7 of the Code: 
 
1. Architectural Canopy Sign 
2. Blade Sign 
3. Open Panel Roof Sign 
4. Marquee Digital Sign 
5. Painted Secondary Façade Sign 
6. Any sign that contains Three-Dimensional Sculptural 

Elements  
7. Any sign that  contains Kinetic Elements 

 7.  Any sign that displays Off-Site Advertising, except for 
Illuminated Projection Signs  

 

B. Application Submittal Requirements.  
1. An application for Project Permit Compliance shall 

comply with Section 11.5.7 of the LAMC.  
2. The application may request review of one or 

multiple signs.  
3. The application shall be accompanied by 

photographs of all existing signage and architectural 
renderings of proposed signage, as well as a scaled 
plot plan showing the location and size of all existing 
and proposed signage.  

4. The application shall identify the refresh rate, hours 
of operation, and include an illumination plan for the 
proposed sign(s), as well as any other information 
the Director reasonably requests.  

5. The application shall identify the location of the 
sign(s) and demonstrate compliance with the 
requirements specified for that location and specific 
sign type. 
 

7.2 OFF-SITE ADVERTISING INCENTIVE PROGRAM 

A. Intent.  By allowing Off-Site advertising pursuant to the 
provisions of this Section, the City intends to incentivize 
property owners to invest in their own properties, which 
will not only inure to the property owner’s benefit, but will 
also assist the City in accomplishing its goal of revitalizing 
the Broadway Theater and Entertainment District, 
rehabilitating historic structures, and removing blight.   
 

B. Permissible Sign Types.  Off-Site advertising is permitted on 
the following sign types provided that all the requirements 
of this Section, and the requirements set forth in Section 
9 for each sign type are satisfied: 

 

1. Open Panel Roof Signs 
2. Painted Secondary Façade Signs 

 
C. Permissible Buildings.  Off-site advertising is only 

permitted on Open Panel Roof Signs or Painted Secondary 
Façade Signs, but only if the building is a Historic Building, 
or if the building exceeds 50 feet in height. 
 

D. Number of Off-Site Advertising Signs. Each qualifying 
building is allowed a maximum of one sign with Off-Site 
advertising content.  
 

E. Term Grant.  As part of the Project Permit Compliance 
Review, the Director shall only approve Off-Site 
advertising on, Open Panel Roof Signs, and Painted 
Secondary Façade Signs pursuant to a term grant.    The 
Term Grant approval shall comply with the following 
requirements:   
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1. The Term Grant approval shall be limited to three 

years.  At the expiration of the three-year period, the 
applicant may file an application to renew the 
approval. 

 
2. Prior to the issuance of a Project Permit Compliance 

approval, the building shall be subject to the 
Inspection and Field Compliance Review of 
Operations procedures  to verify that: 
i. Each floor of the building can be legally occupied, 

and that the LAMC does not prohibit occupancy 
on any floor of the building due to deferred 
maintenance, LAMC violations, or other 
regulatory requirements. 

ii. The building’s occupancy rate is at least 75%. 
iii. The building’s signage is in compliance with this 

ordinance and the building has no outstanding 
code violations related to signage. 

iv. The building’s facades are free of graffiti. 
v. The building owner has installed facade lighting 

that complies with the Broadway Community 
Design Overlay District. 

The inspection shall be conducted pursuant to the 
Inspection and Field Compliance Review of 
Operations procedures set forth in LAMC Section 
12.24 F.  If the owner of the building elects to apply 
for a renewal of the Term Grant, the building shall be 
reinspected twelve months prior to the expiration of 
the Term Grant.  

 
E. Completion of Street Improvements.  Prior to 
approving a Project Permit Compliance review for signs with 
off-site advertising, the Director shall determine  that the street 
improvements set forth in the Historic Broadway Streetscape 
Master Plan have been completed for the block on which the 
off-site advertising will be displayed.2  If the City has not yet 
completed the streetscape improvements for the block in 
question due to budgetary constraints, the applicant, either 
acting individually or in conjunction with other property 
owners on the block, may complete the streetscape 
improvements himself or herself, after securing all appropriate 
permits from the Department of Public Works, and all other 
relevant City agencies.  Alternatively, the applicant may pay a 
one-time in lieu fee for the cost of street improvements for that 
portion of the street located directly adjacent to the applicant’s 
property.  The in lieu fee shall be in the amount of $2,755.89* 
per linear foot of street frontage on Broadway and any 
perpendicular street within the boundaries of the Sign District.  
Use of these funds shall be limited to construction of 
improvements identified in the adopted Broadway Streetscape 

                                                                    
2 The Completion of Street Improvement requirement shall 
not apply to off-site advertising displayed in conjunction 
with Illuminated Projection Signs. 

Master Plan, within the same block as the contributing 
property. This payment is only required upon the first approval 
for an individual property and not required for sign renewal.  

 
* Starting in 2017, the price shall be escalated at the 
Construction Cost Index rate. 
 

 F. Illuminated Projection Signs.  Illuminated 
Projection Signs shall only be permitted in conjunction with a 
Special Event, as defined in LAMC Section 41.20.1.   
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7.3 REQUIRED PROJECT PERMIT FINDINGS  

Prior to approval of the Project Permit Compliance review the 
Director shall make the following findings: 

 
A. All proposed signage complies with the applicable 

regulations of this Ordinance.  

 
B. All existing and proposed signs are compatible with the 

surrounding environment.  

 

 Compatibility shall be determined by the relationships of the 
elements of form, proportion, scale, color, materials, surface 
treatment, overall sign size and the size and style of lettering. The 
surrounding environment shall be comprised of other nearby 
signs, other elements of street and site furniture, and adjacent 
and surrounding buildings, including residential areas. The 
Director's written findings must explain why the proposed sign is 
or is not compatible with the surrounding environment. The 
Director may also conditionally approve a sign, including 
conditions that would render the proposed sign compatible with 
the surrounding environment. In no case shall the Director 
consider the content or message of any proposed sign when 
making a compatibility determination.  

 

C. The project incorporates mitigation measures, monitoring 
measures when necessary, or alternatives identified in the 
environmental review that would mitigate the negative 
environmental effects of the project, to the extent 
physically possible, pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act., or the project is found to be 
Categorically Exempt. 

 
 

 

7.4 FURTHER FINDINGS FOR HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

Prior to approval of the Project Permit Compliance Review for 
signs on Historic Buildings, the Director shall make the 
following findings: 

 
A. The signage was approved by the Cultural Heritage 

Commission pursuant to Article 22.171 of the LAMC, if 
required; 
 

B. The signage does not cover  the Character-Defining 
Features or Historic Signage of the building, except for a 
limited period during recreation, restoration or 
rehabilitation of the Historic Building or Historic Signage, 
upon agreement with the Director through the Project 
Permit Compliance procedures of Section 11.5.7 of the 
Code; 
 

C. The signage does not alter or destroy the Historic Signage 
on the building or adjacent Historic Buildings, including 
Historic Signage on which the message has been replaced 
due to deterioration; and  
 

D. Affixing and removing the signage does not permanently 
alter the Character- Defining Features of the building. 

 
 
 

7.5 TEMPORARY SIGNS 

A. Building Permits. Temporary Signs and Temporary Signs on 
Temporary Construction Walls are permitted within the 
Broadway Sign District pursuant to the provisions found in 
Section 14.4 of the LAMC, except that no such sign shall be 
located more than 15 feet above the natural or finished 
grade. 
 

B. Time Limits.  
a. Illuminated Projection Signs. Illuminated 

Projection Signs shall only be permitted in 
conjunction with a Special Event, as defined in 
LAMC Section 41.20.1 and are further limited to 
display no more than 10 days in a calendar year.  

b. Sandwich Board Signs. Sandwich Board Signs 
shall be limited in time pursuant to the 
provisions found in Section 14.14.16.C of the 
LAMC.  

c. Storefront Vacancy Signs. Storefront Vacancy 
Signs shall be limited in time to a period of no 
more than two years. 

d. Temporary Signs. Temporary Signs shall be 
limited in time pursuant to the provisions found 
in Section 14.14.16.C of the LAMC.  

e. Temporary Signs on Temporary Construction 
Walls. Notwithstanding the other provisions of 
the section, Temporary Signs shall be limited in 
time pursuant to the provisions found in Section 
14.14.17.C of the LAMC. 

 

 

7.6 ADJUSTMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS 

The Area Planning Commission shall have initial decision-
making authority for granting exceptions from the provisions of 
this Ordinance. An applicant requesting an exception from the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall utilize the procedures for a 
Specific Plan Exception set forth in Section 11.5.7 F of the 
LAMC. In granting an exception, the Area Planning Commission 
shall make all of the following findings, in lieu of the findings 
set forth in Section 11.5.7.F.2 of the LAMC:  
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A. Strict compliance would result in practical difficulty or 

unnecessary hardship inconsistent with the purposes of 
the zoning restrictions, due to unique physical 
circumstances or conditions of design;  

B. Strict compliance would deprive the applicant of privileges 
enjoyed by owners of similarly zoned property; and  
An exception would not constitute a grant of special 
privilege.  
No exception may be granted from Sections 6 and 7.2 of 
this Ordinance, and adjustments pursuant to Section 
11.5.7.E of the LAMC are not permitted in this District. 

 

7.7 RECONSTRUCTED/RECREATED HISTORIC BLADE 

SIGNS & SECONDARY FACADE SIGNS 

A. Blade Signs, Marquee Signs, and Secondary Façade 

Painted Wall Signs that previously existed on historic 

buildings during their period of historic significance 

may be reconstructed or recreated if the Department 

of City Planning’s Office of Historic Resources 

determines that sufficient photographic 

documentation or a building permit has been 

submitted to prove that a blade sign or painted wall 

sign once existed at that location, and that recreated 

sign will enhance the historic nature of the building or 

historic district.  

B. Reconstructed / Recreated Historic Blade Signs and 

Secondary Façade Painted Wall Signs created 

pursuant to this provision, shall not be subject to the 

Design Standards and Location Standards for their 

respective sign types.  

C. Historic Marquee Signs may also be recreated, 

subject to the requirements of 9.11 of this ordinance. 

D. All recreated signs shall be constructed using the 

same materials, or their modern equivalent, with the 

same copy, be of the same dimensions, and shall be 

placed in the same location, to the extent feasible as 

determined by the Director of Planning in 

consultation with the Office of Historic Resources. 

7.8 FINES  

A. Enforcement of these regulations shall be governed 

by Section 11.2.01 of the LAMC and fines shall be levied in 

accordance with Section 11.2.04.(a).3. 

B. A violation of the sign regulations herein is deemed a 

continuing violation and each day that a violation continues is 

deemed to be a new and separate offensive.  
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SECTION 8 DEFINITIONS

Billboard – Any sign on one or more poles that is: structurally 
separate from an existing building; supported by independent 
footing inside an existing building or other improvements; and 
/or support a solid sign panel that is attached to pole(s), or 
column(s) that may be cantilevered over a building.  

 

Canister/Can/Cabinet Sign – An opaque or clear sign with 
illuminated or non-illuminated text, logos, or symbols placed 
on, behind, or extruded through the plastic face of an enclosed 
cabinet attached to the face of the building. 

 

Captive Balloon Sign - Any object inflated with hot air or lighter-
than- air gas that is tethered to the ground or a structure. 

 

Channel Letters - Three-dimensional individually cut letters, 
numbers or figures, illuminated or non-illuminated, that are 
affixed to the façade of a building or structure as a wall sign or 
part of a wall sign. 

 

Character-Defining Feature - Any physical characteristic of a 
Historic Building, including signage that conveys its historic 
identity and is identified as character-defining in a report 
prepared by a Qualified Architectural Historian. 

 

Feather Sign/ Sail Sign/ Wind Banner - A freestanding or 
mounted sign that is supported by a flexible or semi-flexible full 
or partial frame within which is a material constructed of vinyl, 
paper, or other wind-resistant and moveable materials. 

 

 

 

Ghost Sign - Faded business identification, advertisements and 
signage from an earlier twentieth century era, often hand 
painted directly on building masonry side walls. 

 

   
 
Historic Building - A building or structure that is: (1) listed as a 
Historic-Cultural Monument by the City of Los Angeles; or (2) is 
listed, is a contributor to, or has been determined to be 
“eligible” or “potentially eligible” for listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places or has been determined “eligible” for 
listing in the California Register of Historic Places by a local, 
state, or federal agency or by a Qualified Architectural Historian 
as a part of an official survey prepared for such an agency or is 
listed as such in the State Historic Resources Inventory or (3) 
listed as a historically significant building in a survey conducted 
by the former Community Redevelopment Agency 
 
Kinetic Element. An element of a sign, other than digital  
electronic movement of words, graphics or other visual images, 
that includes dynamic, motorized or mechanically moving 
parts.  
 

Light Mapping Technology – Specialized software used to 

project an imagine on a two- or three-dimensional object that 

accounts for the unique dimensions and surface conditions on 

which the image is being projected.  

Neon. Neon is encouraged as are technologies that mimic neon 

lights. In such cases, and to the extent possible, neon-like 

signage should replicate the quality of neon through light 

warmth, color, and brightness. To qualify as a neon sign, the 

lighting tube elements must be visible as part of open channel 

lettering or placed on top of a sign face. Lighting elements 

enclosed in covered channel lettering or any other method of 

concealment shall not qualify as neon.    

Off-Site Messaging. A sign that displays any message directing 

attention to a business, product, service, profession, 

commodity, activity, event, person, institution, or any other 

commercial message, which is generally conducted, sold, 

manufactured, offered, or occurs elsewhere than on the 

premises where the sign is located.  
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Pillar Sign - A freestanding sign which is mounted directly on the 

ground, consisting of rectangular sign faces or a sculptural 

themed shape, visible from street in an open air environment, 

with a horizontal dimension that does not exceed 25 percent 

of the length of the vertical dimension. 

Secretary Of The Interior Standards - The Secretary of the 

Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation, also known as The 

Standards, are part of the United States Department of the 

Interior - National Park Service - Secretary of the Interior's 

Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The 

Secretary of the Interior's Standards provide guidance and a 

framework for maintaining, repairing, and replacing historic 

materials, as well as designing new additions or making 

alterations to historic buildings and historic districts. 

Sequential Lighting Element. Illumination of sculptural 
elements, letters or other sign parts outlined in individual light 
bulbs, neon tubing or neon-like elements and illuminated in 
sequence and from sequential positions to give the appearance 
of motion of that element. 
  
Example of Sequential Lighting Element: 

 
 

 

Sign Support Structure - A structure of any kind or character, 

erected, used or maintained for a sign upon which any poster, 

bill, printing, painting, projected image or other message may 

be placed. 

Solid Panel Roof Sign - A type of roof sign consisting of one or 

more solid opaque panels that in the aggregate equal more 

than one-third of the overall area of the sign face. 

Three Dimensional Sculptural Element. A sculpted, crafted or 
otherwise extruding artistic element or customized statue that 
can be integrated into a sign or stand freely on a roof. Three 
Dimensional Sculptural Elements are allowed only as part of an 
Open Panel Roof Sign, Blade Sign, or Pedestrian Sign.  
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SECTION 9.1 ARCHITECTURAL CANOPY SIGNS 

A. DEFINITION & INTENT 

An enclosed structure attached to the wall of a building that has 
three exposed sides, with the front sign-face approximately parallel 
to the wall, and side sign-faces approximately perpendicular to the 
wall, with the message integrated into its surface, and that provides 
on-site business or building identification. These signs are intended 
to be integrated with, and enhance, a building’s features. Lights on 
the underside of the canopy may also be a source of incidental 
pedestrian lighting. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Architectural Canopy Signs shall: 

1. Be constructed of ornate ironwork, other metals, or decorative, 
solid and durable materials; 

2. Have three sign faces, one parallel and two perpendicular to 
the associated street frontage;  

3. Have sign faces designed in a complementary manner with the 
same design; 

4. Not be constructed of plastic, vinyl,  
5. fabric, or other  non-structural materials; 
6. Not have changeable letters and symbols, such as those found 

on a marquee; 
7. Be placed on a fully enclosed architectural canopy, with a 

decorative treatment on the bottom surface so as to shield 
from view any support mechanisms, wiring, and structures; 

8. Be placed on a structure that is above a primary building 
entrance, and shall be scaled to the horizontal width of that 
entrance. 

9. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.1.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.1.2 below: 

Table 9.1.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

 

 

 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.1.2 

 

D. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

 

Architectural Canopy Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height/Letter Area - 1.5’ 

Sign Area Width  - 18’ 

Projection  - 8’ 

Clear Height  8’ - 
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SECTION 9.2 ARCHITECTURAL LEDGE SIGNS 

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A type of wall sign with individual channel letters or an image 
identifying a business in the same building, or the individual 
numbers of an address, which stand atop a horizontal projection 
forming a ledge or narrow shelf affixed to a wall. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Architectural Ledge Signs shall: 

1. Be located over a ground floor entranceway or window; 

2. Use individual letters and symbols constructed of ornate 
ironwork, other metals, wood or decorative, solid and durable 
materials; 

3. Not be constructed of plastic, vinyl, fabric, or other  non-
structural materials;  

4. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.2.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.2.2 below: 

Table 9.2.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

C. LOCATION & SIZE STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.2.2 

Architectural Ledge Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height/Letter Area  - 18” 

Width  - 15’ 

Projection  - 4’ 

Clear Height      /Height from Grade       +    8’ 20’ 
 

 

D. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 
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SECTION 9.3 AWNING SIGNS 

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A sign located on a shelter supported entirely from the exterior wall 
of a building feature such as a door, window, or landscape/site 
feature, such as a sidewalk, patio, deck, or courtyard. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Awning Signs shall: 
 

1. Have properly proportioned lettering that fits within 80% of the 
dimensions of the valance; 

2. Have sign copy that is placed only on the valence; 
3. Have no internal illumination; 
4. Be constructed of high-quality fabric, canvas, metal, and other 

similar materials;  
5. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.3.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.3.2 below: 

Table 9.3.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION & SIZE STANDARDS 

` 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.3.2 

Awning Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height/Letter Area  12” 

Clear Height  8’ - 

Projection  7’ 

 

D. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 
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SECTION 9.4 BLADE SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A sign that is attached to a building starting above the ground level 

and projects outwards with one or more sign faces approximately 

perpendicular to the face of the building which provides on-site 

business or building identification. These signs are encouraged to 

provide building or tenant identification through a highly-visible, 

vertical design element that reflects creativity and proportionally-

scaled signage. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Blade Signs shall: 
 

1. Be limited to  one sign per building, except for those buildings 
with more than 200 feet of street frontage which are limited to 
one sign for each full 100 feet of linear street frontage; 

2. Be limited to building or tenant identification only; 
3. Have two sign faces, both perpendicular to the associated street 

frontage; 
4. Use individual, illuminated letters or graphic elements that are 

permanently integrated into the architecture of the sign; 
5. Have identical sign faces on both sides;  
6. Be primarily constructed of metal, and not constructed of fabric, 

paper, vinyl, cloth, plastic, wood, composite, and/or other such 
non-structural materials; 

7. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.4.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.4.2 and Table 9.4.3 below: 

Table 9.4.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Required 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

B.  LOCATIONSTANDARDS 

Table 9.4.2 

Blade Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Clear Height 15’ - 
Building Separation 1’ - 

Separation from other Blade Sign 50’ - 
Separation from other Blade Sign on 
same building 

100’ - 

Extension above roofline - 10’2 

 

1 Unless this prevents a site from at least one such sign. 2 No more than 20% of the overall sign height.  

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.4.3 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

Blade Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height 20’ 50’ 

Height (with use of neon) 20’ - 
Projection - 7’ 

Projection of 3D Elements  8’ 
Depth - 18” 

Depth of 3D Sculptural Element - 4’ 

Lettering Area  85% of sign area 
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SECTION 9.5 BUILDING IDENTIFICATION SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

An existing sign that identifies the address and/or common 
reference name of a building, including but not limited to the name 
of the building within the National Register of Historic Places. 
Building Identification Signs are usually integrated into the 
architecture and materials used in the construction of the building. 
These signs foster continued use and understanding of a building’s 
historic name and presence on the street. 

 

 

 

 

 

C. SIZESTANDARDS 

As existing signs, the allowable sign area for building identification 
signs shall not be included in calculating the maximum permitted 
combined sign area. New building identification signs shall be 
considered wall signs, and shall be included in the calculation of the 
maximum permitted combined sign area as indicated under the 
Wall Signs section of these standards. 

 

 

D. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 
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SECTION 9.7. HIGH RISE SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A type of sign located on the façade of the uppermost portion of a 

building that identifies or represents either the historical name of 

the building or the primary on-site tenant. These signs are intended 

to be viewed from afar and provide the building or business 

identification information for Broadway’s tallest buildings. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

High Rise Signs shall: 
 

1. Be limited to no more than one sign for each building façade 
(buildings with rounded tops may have 4 such signs); 

2. Have identical design where multiple signs are placed on a 
single building; 

3. Not be permitted on any portion of a building less than 150 
feet in height; 

4. Be limited to open face channel lettering and may not be back 
lit in any way; 

5. Be illuminated only through neon, neon-like, or by individual 
light bulbs; 

6. Not block any windows or obscure any historic building 
features; 

7. Consist of only one line of copy or symbols; 
8. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.7.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.7.2 and Table 9.7.3 below: 

Table 9.7.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Required 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATIONSTANDARDS 

Table 9.7.2 

High Rise Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height from street 150’ - 

Distance from roofline or parapet 2’ - 

 

 

 

D. SIZESTANDARDS 

Table 9.7.3 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

High Rise Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Sign Height - 16’ 

Sign Width - 50’ 

Sign Width as % of building façade width - 80% 
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SECTION 9.8. HISTORIC IDENTIFICATION & DESCRIPTION SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A small plaque or sign mounted to the front façade of a building 

which provides information about the historical nature of the 

building. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Historic Identification and Description Signs shall: 
 

1. Be installed in a position that does not damage or cover the  
character defining features of a Historic Building; 

2. Be made of unpolished bronze or other similar metal; 
3. Use individual raised lettering and symbols; 
4. Be located near building entrances or prominent building 

features; 
5. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.8.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.8.2 and Table 9.8.3 below: 

Table 9.8.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Table 9.8.2 

Historic Identification & Description Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Number per façade - 2 

Height from grade  8’ 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.8.3 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Historic Identification & Description Sign 
Standards 

MIN MAX 

Individual Sign Area - 6 sq ft 
Total Sign Area per façade - 6 sq ft 
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SECTION 9.8. INFORMATION SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A sign limited to a message giving directions, instructions, menus, 

selections, or address numerals. Theater and menu display cases 

area considered Information Signs.  

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Information Signs shall: 
 

1. Be installed in a position that does not damage or cover the 
character defining features of a Historic Building;; 

2. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.9.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.9.2 and Table 9.9.3 below: 

Table 9.9.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Table 9.9.2 

Information Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Number per façade - 4 

Height from grade  8’ 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.9.3 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Information Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Individual Sign Area - 3 sq ft 
Theater Display Case Area - 12 sq ft 

Total Sign Area per façade - 24 sq ft 
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SECTION 9.10. ILLUMINATED PROJECTION SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A representation of an original work of visual art or the artistic 
illumination of building features, or any other non-commercial or 
on-site commercial message - including but not limited to, the 
projection of images of paintings, drawings, motion pictures, 
illustrations, typographies, computer-generated graphics, 
photographs or sculptures and projections of colored or non-
colored light -- that is produced by projection of an image or colored 
or non-colored light onto an exterior wall of a structure that is visible 
to pedestrians. These signs use nighttime illumination or projection 
technology to display images onto a building(s) for a limited 
duration to increase community identity, district vitality, public 
engagement, economic development, and tourism during Public 
Events. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Illuminated Projection Signs shall: 

 

1. Be limited to display during Special Events, as defined in LAMC 

Section 41.20.1, and shall only be displayed during the hours of 

the approved Special Event;   

2. Only operate nightly between 5:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m.; 

3. Be exempt from the Illumination Standards found in Section 5; 
4. Not contain flashing or strobe lights, moving parts, or motion 

pictures; 
5. Not change the image projected onto the wall any more 

frequently than once per eight seconds; 
6. Not exceed the height or width of the building onto which the 

sign is projected; 
7. Not have lighting spillover from the display that exceeds the 

height or width of the building onto which the sign is projected; 
8. Have certification, by the applicant in the permit application, 

that the applicant has permission to display the Illuminated 

Projection on the subject building surface and project the 

image from the property on which the projector is located; 

9. Have a text area that comprises no more than 10% and 50 

square feet of the projected sign area, which may  be displayed 

no longer than one minute per hour; 

10. Be subject to the Time Limitations found in Section 7.5 of this 

ordinance; 

11. Shall employ Light Mapping Technology; 

12. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.10.1 below: 

 

Table 9.10.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs n/a 

  

Sequential Lighting Elements n/a 

Kinetic Elements n/a 

Three-Dimension Elements n/a 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 
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SECTION 9.11. MARQUEE DIGITAL SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

The conversion of an existing marquee sign or recreation of a 
historic marquee to digital display in the area that is used for 
changeable copy. These signs are intended to support 
entertainment and public use of historic theatres and Performance 
Arts Centers by attracting attention to Broadway’s entertainment 
venues.  The Marquee Digital is the only digital sign type allowed 
within the Historic Broadway Sign District. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Marquee Digital Signs shall: 
 

1. Be limited to existing or recreated marquee signs associated 
with the: 

a. Million Dollar Theater 
b. Roxie Theater 
c. Cameo Theater 
d. Arcade Theater 
e. Los Angeles Theater 
f. Palace Theater 
g. The State Theater 
h. Globe Theater 
i. Tower Theater 
j. Rialto Theater 
k. Orpheum Theater 
l. United Artists Theater 

2. Only  operate between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m.; 
3. Not change images or messages any more frequently than 

once every 8 seconds; 
4. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.11.1 below: 

Table 9.11.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

 

 

C. LOCATION & SIZESTANDARDS 

1. Digital sign area is only allowed on existing marquee signs and 
only allowed to replace existing plastic message panel and shall 

not expand that area beyond 10% of the existing area measured 
in square feet. 

 

D. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

Fixed 

signage 

area 

Changeable/

digital sign 

area 



Review Draft for Public Hearing - June 11, 2015 

 
Page | 20  

 

 

SECTION 9.12. OPEN PANEL ROOF SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A type of roof sign consisting of channel letters, graphic segments, 

open lighting elements, or other open forms affixed to a non-solid 

panel sign support structure, including Radio Towers. These signs 

are encouraged to evoke the historic character of the district 

through the integration of graceful neon and/or illuminated channel 

lettering, graphic segments, or open lighting elements within large, 

primarily-transparent roof-top structures. These signs are intended 

to be viewed from afar. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Open Panel Roof Signs shall: 
 

1. Be limited to one sign on a building with 120 feet or less of 
Broadway street frontage, or two signs on a building with more 
than 120 feet of Broadway street frontage; 

2. Not contain closed panels on the face of the sign structure;  
3. Have all associated sign equipment screened from view; 
4. Have a minimum of 60% of the sign area open, through which 

the structural framework may be seen; 
5. Not be allowed on a building or lot that contains a roof sign or 

billboard; 
6. Not contain closed and/or internally illuminated 

lettering/symbols; 
7. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.12.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.12.2 and Table 9.11.3 below: 

Table 9.12.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Table 9.12.2 

Open Panel Roof Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height from grade1 65’ - 

Height from roofline or parapet  35’ 

Setback from property line 10’  

Separation from same sign type 50’  

1Except for Historic Theaters, which are exempt from this requirement 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.12.3 

2Including 3D Sculptural Elements 

3Except for such signs that are not parallel to Broadway 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

Open Pane Roof Sign Standards MAX 

Height  35’2 

Width  75’ 

Width as % of façade       /  70%3 
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SECTION 9.13. PAINTED SECONDARY FAÇADE SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A type of wall sign painted or hand-tiled on a building façade that 

does not immediately abut Broadway or other streets that intersect 

Broadway. These signs may face an alley.  

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Secondary Façade Signs shall: 
 

1. Be hand-painted or hand tiled; 
2. Contain text and logos that represent no more than 25 percent 

of the total sign area; 
3. Retain 40% of the total sign area as negative space, free of any 

coloring, text, images, or tiling and consisting only of the 
building façade as background. 

4. Allow  the underlying building material texture to remain 
visible; 

5. Not cover windows or other openings; 
6. Not cover or alter existing Ghost Signs; 
7. Be coated with graffiti-proof finish; 
8. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.13.1 below: 

Table 9.13.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

1. Secondary Façade Signs shall be located only on a façade that 
does not immediately front Broadway or any intersecting street 
within the Signage District. A Secondary Façade Sign may be 
located along an alley or a rear lot line.  

2. Secondary Façade Signs shall be located at least 2 feet below 
the roofline or parapet. 

3. One Secondary Façade Sign is allowed per qualifying building. 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

1. Secondary Façade Signs shall cover no more than 50% of the 

exposed portion of the building. 

2. The total sign area for any individual Secondary Façade Sign shall 

not be greater than 750 square feet.  

 

 

 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 
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SECTION 9.14. PEDESTRIAN SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A type of projecting sign that is attached to a wall with 1 or 2 sign 

faces perpendicular to the building façade. The intent of pedestrian 

signs is to enhance the pedestrian experience by identifying the 

name and character of businesses along Broadway. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Pedestrian Signs shall: 
 

1. Have text and graphics only on sign faces that are 
perpendicular to the building; 

2. Only identify a single building tenant; 
3. Be limited to one sign for each tenant that has direct sidewalk 

access; 
4. Have a consistent size and design when multiple signs are 

placed along a single building with multiple tenants;  
5. Be constructed of durable materials, and  not constructed of 

canvas, fabric, paper, vinyl, cloth, or similar non-structural 
materials; 

6. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.14.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.14.2 and 9.14.3 below. 

Table 9.14.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

1. Pedestrian Signs shall be located near a primary pedestrian 
entrance. 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

  

Pedestrian Sign Standards MAX 

Individual sign area (without neon elements) (sqft.) 
 (C X D) 

5’ 

Individual sign area (with neon elements) (sqft.) 
 (C X D) 

7’ 

Table 9.14.3 

Pedestrian Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Separation from same sign type  15’ - 

Height from grade 8’ 12’ 

Sign Face Projection 6” 3’ 

Sign Support or 3D Element Projection - 4’ 

Sign Width (area parallel to building) - 12” 

Table 9.14.2 
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SECTION 9.15. SANDWICH BOARD SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A portable information sign consisting of two sign faces that connect 

at the top and extend outward at the bottom, and that is limited to 

a message giving directions, instructions, menus or selections. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Sandwich Board Signs shall: 

 

1. Be constructed of durable materials, which may include wood or 

metal; 

2. Not be constructed of fabric, paper, vinyl, cloth, plastic, wood, 

composite, and/or other such non-structural materials; 

3. No be electronic or illuminated in any way; 

4. Not include any secondary materials, such as paper or vinyl 
attached to the sign; 

5. Be subject to the Time Limitations found in Section 7.5 of this 
ordinance; 

6. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.15.1 and the 
dimensional standards of Table 9.16.2 below: 

 

Table 9.15.1

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

1. One Sandwich Board Sign is allowed per business ; 

2. No more than one Sandwich board sign is allowed per 30 linear 

feet along the sidewalk; 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.15.2 

Sandwich Board Sign Standards MAX 

Total Sign Area (sq ft) 6 

Sign Face Height 3’ 

Sign Face Width 2’ 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

  

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 
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SECTION 9.16. STOREFRONT VACANCY SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

Signs that  are permitted to cover more than 10% up to the entirety 

of storefront windows and transparent doors for the purpose of 

screening the view of construction or vacant storefronts. These 

signs allow for the temporary use of well-designed, custom 

screening and limited signage associated with construction activity 

and storefront vacancy to attractively shield the view of spaces that 

are vacant and under construction. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Storefront Vacancy Signs shall: 
 

1. Be affixed to the inside of a window; 
2. Bee maintained and kept in good condition during the duration 

of their use; 
3. Not cover or damage  any historic feature of the building, and 

shall  not cover openings of doors, vents, or other openings that 
serve occupants of buildings; 

4. Use materials and application methods approved by LADBD and 
the Fire Department;  

5. Be subject to the Time Limitations found in Section 7.5 of this 
ordinance; 

6. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.17.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.17.2 and Table 9.17.3 below: 

 

 

 

 

Table 9.16.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Table 9.16.2 

Storefront Vacancy Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height from grade  15’ 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.16.3 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

 

 

 

  

Storefront Vacancy/Construction Screening Signs Standards MAX 

Sign Height 10’ 
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SECTION 9.17. WALL SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

Any sign attached to, projected upon, painted on or suspended / 

erected against the wall of a building or structure, with the exposed 

face of the sign in a plane approximately parallel to the plane of the 

wall. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Wall Signs shall: 

 

1. Be constructed of durable materials, which may include metal, 

neon, and by painting; 

2. Not cover Ghost Signs; 

3. Not be constructed of fabric, paper, vinyl, cloth, plastic, wood, 

composite, and/or other such non-structural materials; 

4. Not cover  any historic features of the building; 

5. Not cover any portion of any window; 

6. Feature no more than 1 single tenant on a single wall sign; 

7. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.18.1 and the 

dimensional standards of Table 9.17.2 below: 

Table 9.17.1 

 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Storefront Vacancy Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height from grade  20’ 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.18.2 

Wall Sign Standards MAX 

Individual sign horizontal length (non-neon) 15’ 

Individual sign horizontal length (neon) 30’ 

Individual sign area (non-neon) (sqft.) 30’ 

Individual sign area (neon) (sqft.) 60’ 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Encouraged 

Sequential Lighting Elements Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 
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SECTION 9.18. WINDOW SIGNS

A. DEFINITION & INTE NT 

A sign that is attached to, affixed to, leaning against, or otherwise 

placed within 4 feet of any window, opening, or door in such a 

manner that is visible from outside the building. The intent of such 

signs is to maintain transparency into the building while providing 

on-site business or building identification, viewed by and scaled to 

pedestrian view. 

B. DESIGN STANDARDS 

Window Signs shall: 

 

1. Utilize a transparent background when  comprised of 

individual letters; 

2. Not obscure historic features of windows or obscure window 

trim or molding; 

3. Not cover more than 15% of the area of any individual 

window, unless made of individual painted letters which  may 

cover up to 30%; 

4. Not be internally illuminated; 

5. Comply with the element standards of Table 9.18.1 and the 

location and dimensional standards of Table 9.18.2 below: 

Table 9.18.1 

Neon, neon-like, individual bulbs Not Allowed 

Sequential Lighting Elements Not Allowed 

Kinetic Elements Not Allowed 

Three-Dimension Elements Not Allowed 

Off-Site Messaging Not Allowed 

 

C. LOCATION STANDARDS 

Table 9.18.2 

Window Sign Standards MIN MAX 

Height from grade - 15’ 

Number per storefront - 1 

 

D. SIZE STANDARDS 

Table 9.18.3 

 

 

E. EXAMPLES OF INTENDED PHYSICAL CHARACTER 

 

 

Window Sign Standards MAX 

Individual sign area (solid background) (sqft.) 4’ 

Individual sign area (open background) (sqft.) 8’ 
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