Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION CASE NO.: CHC-2015-4506-HCM
ENV-2015-4507-CE
HEARING DATE: January 7, 2016 Location: 226 South St. Andrews Place
TIME: 10:00 AM Council District: 4
PLACE: City Hall, Room 1050 Community Plan Area: Wilshire
200 N. Spring Street Area Planning Commission: Central

Los Angeles, CA 90012 Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Legal Description: Tract Western Place, Lot 44

PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
ALBERT W. WITZEL RESIDENCE
REQUEST: Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument
OWNER(S)/ Paul and Arielle Dupertuis Bauman
APPLICANT(S): 226 South St. Andrews Place
Los Angeles, CA 90019
PREPARER: Anna Marie Brooks
1107 4th Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90019

RECOMMENDATION That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.

2. Adopt the report findings.

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY

The 1914 Albert W. Witzel Residence is located at 226 S. St. Andrews Place between Second
and Third Streets in the Wilshire Community Plan Area. It was designed and constructed by
William Fleming in the Craftsman style with Japanese influences for silent film era photographer
Albert W. Witzel. Witzel was a pioneer of studio portraiture during the early days of the film
industry. He began working as a photographer in Los Angeles in the late 1890s and had this
Craftsman residence built in 1914 after he had made a name for himself. Witzel remained at
226 S. St. Andrews Place until his death in 1929 at age 50.

Albert Witzel was born in Deadwood, South Dakota on June 25, 1879. He moved to Los
Angeles as early as 1898 and began working as a clerk in the photographic studio of Coules &
Dando. In 1905, Witzel bought his employer’s studio and leased the one above it. He began by
photographing society persons and their children. Witzel’s career took off when independent film
companies began moving to Los Angeles to escape the regulations and harsh weather of New
York. Hollywood studios and their stars came to Witzel to shoot exotic portraits for advertising
and fan magazines. He was the first photographer to provide a motion picture actor’s portrait to
run as a copy image in the Los Angeles Times. Over the course of his successfully career
Witzel opened a second studio downtown and a third at Hollywood Boulevard and Vine Street.
Charlie Chaplin helped finance a popular restaurant called Henry's across the street from
Witzel’s Hollywood studio and the two became acquainted. Witzel went on to have many photo
shoots with the star. He also photographed Thada Bara, Viola Barry, Elise Albert, and Harold
Lloyd, whose hand was permanently damaged during a photo shoot at Witzel's studio. Witzel
was a member of the Los Angeles Athletic Club, the Masonic Order, the Elks Club, as well as
the Hollywood and Los Angeles Chambers of Commerce.

The one-and-a-half-story house is clad in redwood shingles and has a decorative open front
gable with upturned barge boards supported by a wide brick porch. The original front door is in
place with leaded art glass. The interior of the house includes crown molding, an inglenook with
tall casement windows on the sides, a built-in drop-leaf desk, and art glass front bookcases. The
designer and builder of the residence, William Fleming, was an Irish immigrant but little else is
known of his life or work.

The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, found the Gramercy Place-St. Andrews Place
Residential Historic District, which includes the subject property as a contributing element, as
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical
Places, and as eligible for designation as a local Historic Preservation Overlay Zone. The
survey identified the area for its significant concentration of Arts and Crafts residential
architecture in the Wilshire area and as an example of early 20" century streetcar
suburbanization in the Wilshire area.

CRITERIA

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
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characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

































































































































































































































































































































