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January 7, 2016
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PROJECT:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SINGLETON ESTATE

REQUEST:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER:

Holmby Hills Premier Estate, LLC
c/o Andrew Labi
1100 Alta Loma Road, Unit 17 B
West Hollywood, CA 90069

APPLICANT:

Adrian Scott Fine
Los Angeles Conservancy
523 West 6th Street, #826
Los Angeles, CA 90014

PREPARER:

Katie E. Horak
Architectural Resources Group, Inc.
8 Mills Place, #300
Pasadena, CA 91105

RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the subject property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.
2. Adopt the staff report and findings.
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning
[SIGN
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources
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FINDINGS


The Singleton Estate “is identified with historic personages or with important events in
the main currents of national, State or local history” as the longtime residence of Dr.
Henry E. Singleton. Singleton, the co-founder and former CEO of Telednye, Inc. one of
the country’s largest conglomerates, commissioned and was involved many aspects of
designing the estate, which served as his personal residence for almost thirty years.



The Singleton Estate "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architecturaltype specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction”
as an example of the New Traditional French style. New Traditional architecture
emerged in the 1970s in reaction to modernism. It takes its inspiration from traditional
architectural styles and applies the elements in contemporary ways.



The Singleton Estate is “a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose
individual genius influenced his or her age.” The mansion was one of the final largescale projects of master architect Wallace Neff and the grounds were designed by noted
landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley.

CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
SUMMARY
Built in 1970, the Singleton Estate is a 15,520 square-foot single-family residence in the New
Traditional French style. Growing literature and study of late 20th century architecture has
identified New Traditional architecture as a style that reacted against the starkness of
modernism and reflected a renewed interest in historicist architecture. The style includes
appropriate proportions, details, and forms and utilizes modern materials and conveniences,
such as attached garages. Virginia McAlester, advisor emeritus to the National Trust for Historic
Preservation and author of A Field Guide to American Houses, writes that “in deftest of hands, it
is difficult to distinguish a New Traditional from an earlier construction simply by looking at the
exterior. The location and size of the house and the garage both provide clues, as do slightly
inventive details.” The Singleton Estate applies the New Traditional style with a French Revival
vocabulary that is translated in many details of the mansion including the roof, balconies, brick
cladding, formalism, and fenestration. Some of the character-defining features of the mansion
include:
 Horizontal orientation
 Formal entrance colonnade on primary elevation
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Steeply pitched hipped roof with boxed eaves
Masonry, in this case white painted brick
Semi-circular bays at the east elevation
Simple block rectangular chimneys of brick
Paired French doors with shutters for doors and windows
Balconies with decorative metal railings
Integral four-car garage

The interior of the house has an air of formality and grandeur, featuring a grand, two-story, ovalshaped foyer, marble and hardwood floors, wood paneling, and wood ceiling beams.
Dr. Henry E. Singleton commissioned Wallace Neff, Thomas Church, and Phil Shipley in 1969
to design the estate for him and his family in the Holmby Hills neighborhood of Los Angeles.
Singleton was the co-founder and former CEO of Teledyne, Inc., one of the largest
conglomerates in the United States that was worth $5 billion dollars at its peak. Singleton was a
very successful businessman and was able to dedicate a large amount of money to build his
estate; construction costs were $1,340,000, equal to roughly $8.5 million today.
The mansion was designed by architect Wallace Neff, while the grounds were designed by
landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley. Throughout his career, Neff was
known as a designer for the Hollywood elite, a contributor to the Spanish Style Revival – known
often as the “California Style” –, as well as the innovator behind the Bubble House. Neff was a
student of architect Ralph Adams Cram in Massachusetts and drew heavily from the
architectural styles of both Spain and the Mediterranean as a whole. He gained extensive
recognition from the number of celebrity commissions, notably Pickfair, the mansion belonging
originally to Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks (built 1919, demolished 1990). Notable
designs by Neff include:





Ojai Valley Country Club (1923), Ojai, CA
Petitfils Residence (1926), Los Angeles, CA, HCM# 916
Robert F. Garner, Jr. House (1938), San Marino, CA
Airform House (1946), Pasadena, CA

Further, Church was known to be the pioneer of modern landscape architecture, while Shipley
was known, like Neff, to be a designer for the wealthy and the famous.
DISCUSSION
The Singleton Estate successfully meets three of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria. The
property “is identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of
national, state, or local history.” The Singleton Estate was commissioned by Dr. Henry E.
Singleton as his personal residence. In 1960 Dr. Singleton co-founded Teledyne, Inc., a large
conglomerate that specialized in the aviation and defense industries. At its peak, Teledyne, Inc.
had a revenue of $5 billion. Dr. Singleton was instrumental in the company’s financial success
and served as CEO from 1960 until 1986. He was the first to use many strategies that were bold
for the time, but are common practice today, such as buying company shares back from
stockholders in order to increase share value. Singleton lived at the subject property during the
majority of his career (he did not retire until 1991) and he resided there for almost 30 years, until
his death in 1999.
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The Singleton Estate also “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction.” The
property is an excellent example of the New Traditional French style which emerged in the
1970s and continues to be applied to residential designs across the country. New Traditional
architecture embraces historical architectural styles but in a contemporary way. The house
displays clear influences of French Revival architecture maintaining symmetry and formality but
slightly grander and larger proportions common of the New Traditional style. The mansion’s
horizontal orientation, symmetry, steeply-pitched roof, slender chimneys, brick cladding, French
doors, dormers, and attached garage are all reflective of the style. The house integrates
seamlessly with the tennis courts, pool, rolling hills, and landscaping of the seven-acre parcel in
which it is situated. The design of the house was influenced by one of Wallace Neff’s earlier
French Revival commissions built for Joan Bennett in 1938 at 515 S. Mapleton Drive. The
Singletons originally wanted to purchase the house, but negotiations fell through and they
commissioned Neff to build them a similar house that was more monumental with Italian marble,
hand-painted wall paper, walnut wood paneling and Heath Ceramic tile.
The Singleton Estate is the significant work of renowned architect Wallace Neff and landscape
architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley, meeting the criterion of being “a notable work of a
master builder, designer or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.” The
Singleton Estate was one of Wallace Neff’s final major projects and he was involved in all
aspects of the design from finding mature shade trees for the gardens to selecting terra-cotta
urns for the terrace. The design of the residence is unaltered and retains integrity in that the
character-defining features are intact and Neff’s design remains in its original state. Original Neff
plans as well as correspondence between Singleton and Neff were made available as part of
the application.
The large expanse of gardens, including the terrace, pool, tennis courts, and pond, also remain
intact and are an excellent example of the collaborative work of noted landscape architects
Thomas Church and Philip Shipley. Church is known as the pioneer of modern landscape
architecture and the “California Style” which moved away from the traditional formality of single
vantage point gardens. Church created more informal and relaxed plans with multiple vantage
points. He designed over 2,000 private gardens in California and throughout the country.
Shipley was known for his simple but unusual landscapes and worked on many residential
gardens of the wealthy and famous including Richard Nixon and Walt Disney. He also
developed landscape plans for institutional and commercial clients such as Universal Studios
and the Jet Propulsion Laboratory campus. Working together on the Singleton Estate over a
period of two years, Church and Shipley designed the forecourt, terrace, gardens, swimming
pool and paved walkways. Several tactics were used to create livable outdoor spaces, maximize
view corridors, and create gardens compatible with the design of the house. Church and
Shipley, each bringing their individual expertise, together created the ideal setting for Neff’s New
Traditional French mansion.
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”
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State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”
The designation of the Singleton Estate as a Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and
reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
Categorical Exemption ENV-2015-3963-CE was prepared on December 1, 2015.

BACKGROUND
The Singleton Estate had previously been taken under consideration for Historic-Cultural
Monument status on May 12, 2015 and was denied final approval on July 16, 2015. At the time,
the commission commented that there was not enough information on the original plans for the
property.
A new application for a previously-declined site may not be placed on the Cultural Heritage
Commission (CHC) agenda unless a Commission committee report determined that one or both
of the following events have occurred:
1. Substantial new historic information has been documented which makes the latest
application materially different from the previous one, or
2. Subsequent architectural rehabilitation which meets the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation has been completed.
The new application for this previously denied property provided substantial new information in
the form of correspondence with Neff, Singleton, and Church regarding the development of the
project, architectural specifications, and drawings. This new information solidified the high level
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of involvement of Neff in all aspects of the project from initial concept to details like interior
finishes. It also included the original landscape plans for the property and verified the original
intent of the design by Church. New information was also provided on the architectural style of
the house. Due to this new information, a subcommittee of the CHC, consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Kennard, reviewed the application and recommended that the
Commission schedule the application for a reconsideration hearing on November 5, 2015. At
the hearing, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under consideration.
On December 10, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of Commissioners Barron and
Milofsky viewed the property from the public right-of-way, accompanied by a staff member from
the Office of Historic Resources.
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RECOMMENDATION REPORT
CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

CASE NO.: CHC-2015-3962-HCM
ENV-2015-3963-CE

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Location: 384 Delfern Drive
Council District: 5
Community Plan Area: Bel Air – Beverly Crest
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Bel Air – Beverly Crest
Legal Description: TR 8236, Lots 3, 4, and 5

November 5, 2015
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

PROJECT:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
SINGLETON ESTATE

REQUEST:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

OWNER:

Holmby Hills Premier Estate, LLC
c/o Andrew Labi
1100 Alta Loma Road, Unit 17 B
West Hollywood, CA 90069

APPLICANT:

Adrian Scott Fine
Los Angeles Conservancy
523 West 6th Street, #826
Los Angeles, CA 90014

PREPARER:

Katie E. Horak
Architectural Resources Group, Inc.
8 Mills Place, #300
Pasadena, CA 91105

RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
warrants further investigation.
2. Adopt the report findings.
MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE
Director of Planning
[SIGN
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Shannon Ryan, City Planning Associate
Office of Historic Resources

Attachments:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application
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SUMMARY
Built in 1970, the Singleton Estate is a single-family residence in the New Traditional French
style. Growing literature and study of late 20th century architecture has identified New Traditional
French as a style that reacted against the starkness of modernism and reflected a renewed
interest in historicist architecture.
The exterior of the building exhibits many character-defining features of the New Traditional
French style including:







Entrance colonnade on primary elevation
Steeply pitched hipped roof with boxed eaves
Masonry exterior, in this case painted brick
Simple block rectangular chimneys of brick
Paired French doors with shutters for doors and windows
Balconies with decorative metal railings

Dr. Henry E. Singleton commissioned Wallace Neff, Thomas Church, and Phil Shipley in 1969
to design the estate for him and his family. Singleton was the co-founder and former CEO of
Teledyne, Inc., one of the largest conglomerates in the United States.
The subject property was designed by architect Wallace Neff, while the grounds were designed
by landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley. Throughout his career, Neff was
known as a designer for the Hollywood elite, a contributor to the Spanish Style Revival – known
often as the “California Style” –, as well as the innovator behind the Bubble House. Neff was a
student of architect Ralph Adams Cram in Massachusetts and drew heavily from the
architectural styles of both Spain and the Mediterranean as a whole. He gained extensive
recognition from the number of celebrity commissions, notably Pickfair, the mansion belonging
originally to Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks (built 1919, demolished 1990). Notable
designs by Neff include:





Ojai Valley Country Club (1923), Ojai, CA
Petitfils Residence (1926), Los Angeles, CA, HCM# 916
Robert F. Garner, Jr. House (1938), San Marino, CA
Airform House (1946), Pasadena, CA

Further, Church was known to be the pioneer of modern landscape architecture, while Shipley
was known, like Neff, to be a designer for the wealthy and the famous.
The subject application requests a reconsideration of a property that was once denied HCM
status. A new application for a previously-declined site may not be placed on the Cultural
Heritage Commission (CHC) agenda unless a Commission committee report determined that
one or both of the following events have occurred:
1. Substantial new historic information has been documented which makes the latest
application materially different from the previous one, or
2. Subsequent architectural rehabilitation which meets the U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation has been completed.
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The Singleton Estate was taken under consideration for Historic-Cultural Monument status on
May 12, 2015 and was denied final approval on July 16, 2015. At the time, the commission
commented that there was not enough information on the original plans for the property.
The new application for this previously denied property provides substantial new information in
the form of correspondence with Neff, Singleton, and Church regarding the development of the
project, architectural specifications, and drawings. This new information solidifies the high level
of involvement of Neff in all aspects of the project from initial concept to details like interior
finishes. It also includes the original landscape plans for the property and verifies the original
intent of the design by Church. New information was also provided on the architectural style of
the house. Due to this new information, a subcommittee of the CHC, consisting of
Commissioners Barron and Kennard, reviewed the application and recommended that the
Commission schedule the application for a reconsideration hearing.

CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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1100 ALTA LOMA RD STE 1703
LOS ANGELES CA 90069

Ownership (City Clerk)
Owner

HOLMBY HILLS PREMIER ESTATES LLC

Address

1100 ALTA LOMA RD APT 1703
LOS ANGELES CA 90069

APN Area (Co. Public Works)*

2.189 (ac)

Use Code

010V - Residential Vacant Land

Assessed Land Val.

$297,542

Assessed Improvement Val.

$0

Last Owner Change

04/21/15

Last Sale Amount

$59,356,593

Tax Rate Area

67

Deed Ref No. (City Clerk)

823392
760818
4-504
3-867
1764325

Building 1

No data for building 1

Building 2

No data for building 2

Building 3

No data for building 3

Building 4

No data for building 4

Building 5

No data for building 5

Additional Information
Airport Hazard

None

Coastal Zone

None

Farmland

Area Not Mapped

Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

Yes

Fire District No. 1

No

Flood Zone

Outside Flood Zone

Watercourse

Yes

Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties

No

Methane Hazard Site

None

High Wind Velocity Areas

No

Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A- Yes
13372)
Oil Wells

None

Seismic Hazards
Active Fault Near-Source Zone
Nearest Fault (Distance in km)

Within Fault Zone

Nearest Fault (Name)

Hollywood Fault

Region

Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

Fault Type

B

Slip Rate (mm/year)

1.00000000

Slip Geometry

Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

Slip Type

Poorly Constrained

Down Dip Width (km)

14.00000000

Rupture Top

0.00000000

Rupture Bottom

13.00000000

Dip Angle (degrees)

70.00000000

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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Maximum Magnitude

6.40000000

Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone

No

Landslide

Yes

Liquefaction

No

Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area

No

Tsunami Inundation Zone

No

Economic Development Areas
Business Improvement District

None

Promise Zone

No

Renewal Community

No

Revitalization Zone

None

State Enterprise Zone

None

Targeted Neighborhood Initiative

None

Public Safety
Police Information
Bureau

West

Division / Station

West Los Angeles

Reporting District

806

Fire Information
Division

3

Batallion

9

District / Fire Station

71

Red Flag Restricted Parking

No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website. For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.
Case Number:

CPC-1986-829-GPC

Required Action(s):

GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s):

AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - BEL AIR-BEVERLY CREST AREA- COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE
CHANGES AND COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE PLAN. INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT. (DON TAYLOR)

Case Number:

YD-16620-YV

Required Action(s):

YV-HEIGHT AND DENSITY ADJUSTMENTS 20% OR MORE

Project Descriptions(s):

Data Not Available

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-183497
ORD-167564-SA3220
CFG-2000
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SINGLETON ESTATE
384 Delfern Drive, Homlby Hills, 90077

DATE: September 28, 2015
a. INTRODUCTION
This revised Historic‐Cultural Monument nomination for 384 Delfern Drive (Singleton Estate) has been
augmented based on the review of additional primary and secondary source documentation. Collections
visited in the preparation of this nomination include:


Wallace Neff Collection, The Huntington Library, San Marino. Notable research findings include
Wallace Neff’s original drawings (plans and elevations) of the Singleton residence and
correspondence between the Singletons and Neff.



Wallace Neff Archives, University of Southern California Libraries, Los Angeles. Notable research
findings include Neff’s original specifications for the Singleton residence.



Thomas Church Collection, University of California, Berkeley, Environmental Design Archives.
Notable research findings include original schematic drawings by Church for the Singleton
Estate, as well as correspondence between Neff, Church, landscape architect Phil Shipley, and
the Singletons.

A review of these materials provided evidence of the following:
Although the Singleton commission occurred late in his career, Wallace Neff was intimately involved in
the design of the Singleton Estate from start to finish. Drawings, specifications and correspondence
between Neff and the Singletons and the landscape architects show the architect’s hand in all matters of
the project, from the concept and design of the house to the selection of interior finishes.
No expense was spared in the design and construction of the Singleton Estate. The Singletons
commissioned the finest architect and landscape architects of the day to design their estate. Lavish
finishes of marble, oak, and black walnut parquet floors, hand‐painted wall paper, and ceramic floor tile
from Heath Ceramics were selected by Neff and the Singletons. The construction cost of $1,340,000
would amount to roughly $8.5 million in the present day.
The designed landscape is directly reflective of the work of master landscape architect Thomas Church.
A comparison of Church’s schematic drawings of the estate and aerial imagery of today’s landscape
indisputably shows Church’s design. The placement of the pool and tennis courts were planned by
Church to provide the maximum amount of privacy and so as to not obstruct the view of the natural
landscape from the house. Formal gardens and terraces were placed directly adjacent to the house,
providing exterior living space, while the remaining acreage has the appearance of a natural landscape.
The placement and appearance of the pond, at a distance from the house but within view, is a Church
hallmark. The dense cluster of trees around the property’s rear perimeter provides a natural boundary
between the estate and neighboring properties. Church was chagrined at the infill of the natural canyon
which had to occur in order for the Singleton Estate to be constructed; however, he proceeded with the
commission and succeeded in creating a landscape that looked as though it had been untouched in the
creation of the estate – a testament to his genius.
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In addition to the research findings listed above, this revised nomination includes further investigation
into the architectural style of the Singleton Estate. Upon review of growing scholarship about “New
Traditional” architecture of the latter decades of the twentieth century, it is apparent that the Singleton
Estate is an early and notable example of the New Traditional French style. A reaction against the
starkness of modernism, the style reflects renewed interest in historicist architecture that continues
through the present day.

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION
Proposed Monument Name: Singleton Estate (so named for first owner)
Street Address: 384 Delfern Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90077
Council District: 5
Community Name: Holmby Hills
Assessor Parcel Number: 4358‐007‐015
Tract: 8236
Block: 26, 27
Lot: 4, 5
Property type: Building
Additional Resources: Designed landscape, including swimming pool, tennis courts, pond, manicured
gardens, mature trees.

4. ALTERATION HISTORY
Historic and recent photos of the Singleton Estate as well as alteration permits from the Los Angeles
Department of Building and Safety indicate the building is unaltered from its original construction.
Nearly all of the work items listed below, derived from building and alteration permits, date to the
Singletons’ first year of occupancy in the house and likely represent minor modifications to the
residence desired by the family upon living in the house.
July 1970
October 1970
April 1971
July 1971
October 1971
December 1971

A second fireplace was added to the dining room
A brick retaining wall was added to the property
A 30’ by 16’ storage room was added at the retaining wall
The retaining wall was extended
A greenhouse was added to the property
A pool equipment room was added to the estate

Unknown

Original ceramic shingle roofing was replaced with asphalt composition shingle
roofing
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS
A. Proposed Monument Description
NOTE: The following property description and assessment of character‐defining features was prepared
using photographs (1970 and circa 2013), building and alteration permits, original drawings, and
archival building specifications, since the property was not accessible during the drafting of this
nomination.
Property Description
Site
The property at 384 Delfern Drive is located at the northeast corner of Delfern Drive and North Faring
Road. The seven‐acre estate is surrounded by large single‐family residences in the Holmby Hills
neighborhood in western Los Angeles. The property is entered off of Defern Drive via a wrought‐iron
gate and brick‐paved drive that leads to an extensive forecourt and an attached four‐car garage. The
lushly‐landscaped grounds, designed by landscape architects Thomas Church and Phillip Shipley, feature
a tennis court, manmade pond, swimming pool, decomposed granite walkways, rolling lawns,
manicured gardens and a variety of mature tree species. The two‐and‐a‐half‐story New Traditional
French house is sited near the west edge of the property, surrounded by a dense cluster of large shade
trees. The length of the house runs in the north‐south direction, parallel to Faring Road. Completed in
1970, the residence was designed by prolific Los Angeles architect Wallace Neff for Dr. Henry E.
Singleton.
Residence ‐ Exterior
The Singleton House is of wood frame construction with a roughly rectangular plan. The roof is steeply
pitched and hipped, and is clad in asphalt composition shingles. A dentil motif runs along the bottom of
the closed eaves of the roof. The exterior walls are clad with brick veneer, painted off‐white. The
primary entrance is located at the center of the west façade and is fronted by a large brick‐laid forecourt
surrounded by manicured hedges and shade trees. The entry consists of a slightly projecting colonnade
of six cast stone columns, two stories in height, supporting an unadorned entablature. Wood divided‐
light French doors are evenly spaced along the first and second stories of the primary elevation. Each of
the second‐story doors open to small balconies with decorative metal railings. The entrance at the east
façade, which overlooks a large stretch of lawn and an irregularly‐shaped manmade pond, is equally as
formal. This façade is fronted by an expansive brick garden terrace, which is demarcated by a cast stone
balustrade. The east entrance, composed of divided‐light French doors, is located at the center of the
façade and is distinguished by a projecting portico of four cast stone columns, two stories in height,
supporting an entablature. French doors that open to a tiled balcony are situated above the main entry,
at the second story. The north elevation, which overlooks the swimming pool, consists of a recessed
porch supported by several cast stone columns, which are much smaller in scale than the columns at the
east and west façades. Four brick chimneys of varying heights are located at each corner of the house’s
central volume.
Fenestration primarily consists of wood divided‐light French doors along the east and west façades,
hipped dormer windows at the north, south and east elevations, and wood casement windows at the
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north elevation. Along the east façade, just north and south of the entrance, are two semi‐circular bays
lined with fixed wood windows. The bays are one story in height, and the tops of the bays form a
balcony at the second story. Two pairs of wood French doors open onto each of the balconies.
Residence ‐ Interior
The interior of the Singleton House is very formal and opulently decorated. Ten bedrooms, 12.5 baths, a
formal dining room, family room, library, living room, kitchen and staff quarters comprise the spaces of
the residence. The interior plan radiates from a central, oval‐shaped foyer. The foyer, two stories tall, is
reached via a marble‐laid entrance hall from the west and a pair of French doors from the east. The
foyer has a marble floor. The walls of the space retain wallpaper hand painted with floral and landscape
motifs. A staircase with parquet steps, marble thresholds, and a decorative metal railing is located along
the southwest edge of the foyer and leads to an oval‐shaped mezzanine at the second floor.
The first floor consists of communal and service spaces, while private spaces comprise the second floor.
At the north wing of the house is the living room. The living room is a rectangular‐shaped space; finishes
include parquet wood floors laid in a diamond pattern and plaster walls and ceiling with egg and dart
molding. A fireplace is located along the center of the west wall, and a group of arched windows
overlooking the pool is located along the north wall of the room. South of the living room, along the east
side of the house, is the library. The library features walnut parquet floors, wood paneled walls and a
plaster ceiling with a carved wood cornice. A fireplace is located along the north wall and a semi‐circular
bay with a view of the garden terrace is located on the east wall of the library. The family room is
situated south of the library, also along the east side of the residence. This room has a parquet floor,
plaster and wood paneled walls and a plaster ceiling lined with wood beams. Along the east wall of the
family room is a semi‐circular bay overlooking the garden terrace, and a fireplace is situated on the
south wall.
At the south wing of the house are the kitchen and dining room. The kitchen retains rectangular and
diamond‐shaped vinyl floor finishes and acoustic tile ceilings.1 Wood cabinetry lines the walls of the
space, and a sliding glass door at its southeast corner opens to a simple brick patio. The dining room,
located west of the kitchen, is an oval‐shaped space. Finishes in the dining room include dark parquet
floors, hand painted wall paper with floral motifs and an arched plaster ceiling with banded moldings. A
fireplace is located along the north side of the dining space.
The second floor primarily consists of bedrooms and bathrooms. Finishes in the bedrooms include
carpet floor finishes and plaster walls with moldings. Hexagonal blue tile from Heath Ceramics was
specified for the floors of the second floor balconies and bathrooms; it appears in current photographs
of the balcony (bathrooms have not been observed).2

1

Wallace Neff, General Specifications of Labor to be Performed and Materials to be Furnished in the Construction
of a Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, 384 Delfern Drive at Faring Road, Holmby Hills, California, June
1969, 31.
2
Wallace Neff, General Specifications, 30.
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Character‐Defining Features
Site and Landscape
 Estate setting, including multiple acres of sprawling open space
 Location and orientation of the house to afford optimum views of the estate’s landscape
 Informal arrangement of mature shade trees around residence and perimeter of the property,
providing privacy as well as shelter from the elements
 Manicured gardens that surround and delineate outdoor living spaces
 Decomposed granite‐paved curving walkways that provide stable footing around the estate
without overpowering the landscape
 Brick driveway
 Expansive paved forecourt/motor court that focalizes the entrance and provides for a formal
approach to the estate
 Brick garden terrace as a livable outdoor space that affords multiple viewpoints of the estate’s
landscape
 The placement of the swimming pool in proximity to the house to provide for a seamless
integration of indoor‐outdoor living as well as shelter from the elements
 The irregular shape of the manmade pond and its placement far from the house to imitate a
natural setting
 Location of the tennis court near the edge of the property and surrounded by foliage, ensuring
uninterrupted views of the estate’s natural scenery
 Tennis court enclosure
Residence ‐ exterior
 North‐south, linear orientation
 Rectangular plan
 Steeply‐pitched hipped roof with boxed eaves
 Tall, slender brick chimneys demarcating the four corners of the central volume of the residence
 Hipped dormers
 Exterior brick clad walls (painted)
 Entrance colonnade on primary (west) elevation
 Entrance portico on east elevation
 Recessed porch on north elevation
 Balconies with decorative metal railings
 Wood divided‐light French doors throughout the house’s exterior
 Semi‐circular bays at the east elevation
 Paired and grouped wood (fixed and casement) windows throughout
Residence – interior
 Formality and relationship of interior spaces, with a grand, two‐story foyer leading to more
intimate living spaces
 Central oval‐shaped foyer, including its two‐story height, curving staircase with decorative
railings, mezzanine balcony with pilasters and decorative railing, classical surrounds with
exaggerated pediments at interior doors
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Marble and hardwood floor finishes throughout the house
Wood paneling and ceiling beams in some rooms of the house (family room, library)
Hand painted wall paper throughout the house (foyer, dining room)
Moldings around ceilings and door and window surrounds throughout the house
Blue hexagonal tile at balcony floors

B. Statement of Significance
Summary
The Singleton Estate meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles Historic‐Cultural
Monument:


It is identified with historic personages.

The Singleton Estate is significant for its association with Dr. Henry E. Singleton, co‐founder and former
CEO of Teledyne, Inc., one of the nation’s largest conglomerates. Singleton co‐founded Teledyne in
1960, during a time when the conglomerate business model was extremely popular. By the time
Singleton stepped down as CEO in 1986, Teledyne had become one of the leading conglomerates in the
United States, specializing in the aviation and defense industry. Dr. Singleton commissioned Wallace
Neff, Thomas Church, and Phil Shipley to design the estate for himself and his family in 1969; he
occupied the house until his death in 1999, a period which includes his most productive years at
Teledyne.


It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural‐type specimen, inherently
valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction.

The Singleton Estate is also an excellent and early example of the New Traditional French style, an
architectural idiom that emerged in the 1970s and continues to be applied to residential designs across
the country. Reflecting a renewed interest in historical styles after decades dominated by modernism,
well‐articulated examples of the style feature historically appropriate proportions, details, and forms
while offering modern materials and conveniences. The Singleton residence embodies the character‐
defining features of the style, including its horizontal orientation, formal appearance, symmetry,
steeply‐pitched hipped roof, prominent chimneys, brick veneer, French doors, hipped dormers, and
integral four‐car garage.


It is a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius
influenced his or her age.

The Singleton Estate is a significant work of master architect Wallace Neff. Neff, who practiced in
Southern California from 1919 to 1975, was known for his early adaptations of the Spanish Colonial
Revival style, though he designed in various Period Revival styles throughout his career. By the 1930s,
Neff had become the architect of the rich and famous, with clientele including Hollywood film couples
Frances Marion and Fred Thomas, and Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks; heir to the Singer Sewing
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Machine Company, Arthur K. Bourne; and publisher of the Los Angeles Times, Norman Chandler. The
Singleton Estate was the last major project of Neff’s prolific career and one in which he was deeply
involved. Its New Traditional design gave the architect the opportunity to create a house in a style with
which he was intimately familiar for a client for whom money was no object, making it an apt bookend
to a long and immensely prolific career.
The Singleton Estate is eligible for its designed landscape, which is the work of master landscape
architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley. Church, who was based in San Francisco, spearheaded the
design of the landscape while Shipley served as the local landscape architect, helping to relay and
expand upon Church’s vision for the site. Thomas Church is widely considered a “founding father” of
modern landscape design; the Singleton Estate is one of his largest private residential commissions, and
a rare collaboration between Church and Shipley, a significant landscape architect in his own right. The
landscape is directly reflective of Church’s work, as evidenced by a comparison of original drawings with
today’s landscape.
Historical Background
Holmby Hills and Site Development
Holmby Hills was developed in 1925 by Arthur Letts, founder of the Broadway Department Store, and
brothers Dr. Edwin Janss and Harold Janss of the Janss Investment Company (Harold Janss was Letts’
son‐in‐law). The tract, part of the former Wolfskill Ranch, comprised 400 acres north and south of
present‐day Sunset Boulevard.3 The estate community was said to be “one of the most elaborately
designed [projects] in the history of modern community development,” with improvements totaling
over $1,000,000.4 Enhancements to the tract included the installation of ornamental street lamps,
underground utilities, paved concrete streets and a large public park.5 Residences, the majority designed
by noted architects, were said to have cost between $25,000 and $100,000 each.6 A number of the city’s
most prominent business and social leaders acquired properties during the neighborhood’s initial
development. Although development of Holmby Hills began in the mid‐1920s, progress slowed during
the Great Depression and did not pick up again until after World War II. By the 1960s, most of the
neighborhood had been developed, its lots occupied by large single‐family residences.
384 Delfern Drive is located on Lots 4 and 5 of Blocks 26 and 27 in Tract No. 8236. The tract, with the
rest of Holmby Hills, was subdivided in 1925 by the Holmby Corporation and the Janss Investment
Company. The lots were two of only a few parcels left undeveloped in the late 1960s, presumably
because of their challenging topography (a sizeable canyon separated the two lots) that hindered the
development of a grand residence like those in the immediate vicinity. Dr. and Mrs. Singleton acquired
the lots circa 1968. It took two years and thousands of dollars to fill and grade the site in preparation for
the construction of their estate. By 1970, the house, designed by master architect Wallace Neff, was
3

GPA Consulting, Inc., Historic Resources Survey Report: Bel Air – Beverly Crest Community Plan Area (Los Angeles:
Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, 2013), 7‐8.
4
“Million to Be Spent on New Tract: Holmby Hills Improvements and Residences Planned to Cost $2,000,000,” Los
Angeles Times, 19 June 1925, F7.
5
“Boulevard Paving to Aid Tract: Letting Highway Contract Will Assist Improvement of Holmby Hills,” Los Angeles
Times, 27 December 1925, E10.
6
“Million to Be Spent on New Tract: Holmby Hills Improvements and Residences Planned to Cost $2,000,000,” F7.
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complete, and the Singleton family began occupying it shortly thereafter. The complex landscape,
created by noted landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley, and including rolling stretches
of lawn, a number of mature shade trees, paved walkways, tennis courts and a swimming pool, was not
complete until 1972.
Henry E. Singleton
Henry Earl Singleton was born in 1916 to rancher John B. Singleton and Victoria Singleton in Haslet,
Texas.7 He attended the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), receiving his bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in electrical engineering in 1940, and his PhD in 1950. During his time at MIT, Singleton
programmed the first student computer, and in 1939, he won the Putnam Medal as the top
mathematics student in the United States. Upon graduation, Singleton moved to Los Angeles to work as
a research engineer at Hughes Aircraft and North American Aviation. Shortly after, Charles Bates “Tex”
Thornton of Litton Industries recruited Singleton, where, in the late 1950s, he devised the inertial
guidance systems still used today in commercial and military aircraft. Under his leadership as general
manager, Litton’s Electronic Systems Group grew to be the company’s largest division with over $80
million in revenue by 1960.8
In 1960, Singleton and his colleague, George Kozmetzky, who ran Litton’s Electronics Components
Group, left Litton to form Teledyne, a Los Angeles‐based conglomerate. Between 1961 and 1969,
Singleton established Teledyne as one of the leading conglomerates in the country, purchasing 130
companies in industries ranging from insurance to aviation.9 In the next decade, Singleton shifted
Teledyne’s focus from the direct acquisition of companies to investing in the stock of technical firms. At
its peak, Teledyne had revenue of almost $5 billion, with a variety of businesses including insurance,
unmanned aircraft, specialty metals and swimming pool heaters.10 In 1986, Henry Singleton retired as
CEO of Teledyne, and in 1991, he relinquished his title as chairman to focus on his extensive cattle
ranching operations in New Mexico, Arizona and California, becoming one of the largest landowners in
the country.11
In 1969, Dr. Singleton and his wife, Caroline, commissioned Wallace Neff to design a residence for them
in Holmby Hills. A decade prior, the Singletons had commissioned Richard Neutra to design a residence
on Mulholland Drive. Unsatisfied with the house’s lack of privacy and modest size, the family hired Neff
to create a residence they felt was more fitting to their lifestyle. Dr. and Mrs. Singleton and their
children moved to the estate in the Holmby Hills in 1970.12 In August of 1999, Henry Singleton died at his
Holmby Hills home.13 The family put the house up for sale in 2008, soon after the death of his wife,
Caroline Singleton.

7

United States Census, 1920.
William N. Thorndike, Jr., “An Unconventional Conglomerateur: Henry Singleton and Teledyne,” Journal of
Applied Corporate Finance, 26 no. 4 (2014): 81.
9
Thorndike, Jr., 82.
10
“Henry Singleton, Teledyne Co‐founder,” Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, 4 September 1999, 4.
11
Thorndike, Jr., 84‐86.
12
Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 219.
13
Andrew Pollack, “Henry E. Singleton, a Founder of Teledyne, Is Dead at 82,” New York Times, 3 September 1999.
8
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New Traditional French Style
The Singleton residence is an excellent and early example of the New Traditional French style, an
architectural mode that appeared in the designs of grand estates and mansions in the 1970s and ‘80s.
The style’s precedent, French Revival architecture, was prevalent in Los Angeles during the city’s
population boom in the 1920s. Applied to single‐ and multi‐family residences through the 1940s, Period
Revival styles were largely replaced with more modern architectural modes in the postwar era. A
renewed interest in earlier architectural traditions appeared in the late 1960s and early 1970s, nurtured
by increasing boredom with the aesthetic starkness of Modernism as well as historic nostalgia brought
upon by the U.S. Bicentennial.
Architectural responses to modernism in the latter decades of the twentieth century included New
Formalism, predominantly an institutional style which applied simplified historical motifs to formal,
symmetrical buildings; and Post Modernism, which integrated exaggerated and proportionally
inaccurate historicist details to buildings in frequently colorful and whimsical ways. New Traditional
architecture, in contrast, adopted historicist Period Revival styles almost to the letter. Virginia
McAlester, advisor emeritus to the National Trust for Historic Preservation and author of A Field Guide
to American Houses, writes that “in the deftest of hands, it is difficult to distinguish a New Traditional
from an earlier construction simply by looking at the exterior. The location and size of the house and the
garage both provide clues, as do slightly inventive details.”14
In the design of their residence, the Singletons chose perhaps the deftest interpreter of historic
architectural styles: Wallace Neff, at the tail end of a long career but still in practice. The house’s
historically accurate proportions, forms, and detailing, as well as its integration of modern features such
as an integral and prominently placed four‐car garage and sliding glass patio doors, are exemplary of
New Traditional French architecture. Its horizontal orientation, loose symmetry, steeply‐pitched hipped
roof, slender chimneys, brick cladding, French doors and dormers are also evocative of the style. Built in
1970, the Singleton Estate is an early and master architect‐designed example of an architectural style
that continues to be used to the present day.
Wallace Neff
Wallace Neff had a prolific career in Southern California, primarily designing single‐family residences
from 1919 until 1975. He was perhaps best known for his interpretations of the Spanish Colonial Revival
style, helping to develop what is often referred to a California’s “indigenous” style. Wallace Neff was
born in 1895 in La Mirada, California, on a ranch owned by his maternal grandfather, Andrew McNally
(co‐founder of the mapmaking firm Rand McNally). He was born to Edwin and Nannie Neff, who had
recently migrated to California from Chicago. In 1909, the family moved to Europe, where Neff attended
boarding school in Switzerland, studied drawing and painting in Munich, and apprenticed with a German
architectural office. Upon returning to America, Neff enrolled in the architecture program at the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). In 1917, when America entered World War I, Neff was
forced to move back to California, assigned to duty with the Shipping Board of the U.S. Army in a
shipyard in Wilmington. During his time in Wilmington, Neff grew fond of shipbuilding, and he took a

14

Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide to Identifying and
Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 2013), 684‐685, 717.
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course in naval architecture at the University of Southern California.15 After the war, Wallace chose not
to go back to MIT, but rather to find work in California. While designing a vacation home for his mother
in Santa Barbara, Neff became acquainted with noted Santa Barbara architect George Washington
Smith. Neff greatly admired the work of Smith, who was known for his Spanish‐style designs. Neff
apprenticed with Smith without pay until he could no longer afford to do so. Upon returning to
Pasadena, Neff found work as a designer of speculative houses in the Hollywood office of the Frank
Meline Company. In 1922, Neff received his architecture license and left the company to start his own
firm.16
Wallace Neff set up his practice in Pasadena in 1922, just as the “California style,” rooted in the state’s
Spanish and indigenous past, was beginning to mature. He became a reputable architect over a short
period of time, establishing himself through early works such as the Ojai Valley Country Club and stables
for E.D. Libbey of Toledo, for which he received an Honor Award from the Southern California chapter of
the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in 1923. That same year, he received another AIA Honor
Award for a Spanish‐style house he had designed for Mr. and Mrs. Henry Walker on California Boulevard
in Pasadena.17 Neff developed his own unique manner of design through manipulating the proportions
and massing of traditional Mediterranean and indigenous architecture. His fresh take on traditional
styles were so well received that speculative builders began building imitation‐Neff houses across Los
Angeles. In 1923, just as his career had begun to take off, Neff married Louise Up de Graff. Together,
they had three children, one girl and two boys.18
During the first few years of his practice, Neff’s clientele were primarily established families of
Pasadena, who often had personal ties to the Neff family.19 However, this soon changed with
commissions by the Hollywood couple Frances Marion and Fred Thomson, and the New York heir to the
Singer Sewing Machine Company, Arthur K. Bourne. Both houses gained wide recognition and
established Neff as an architect for the wealthy and famous. In 1926, architectural historian and
University of Illinois professor Rexford Newcomb published Mediterranean Domestic Architecture in the
United States, a compilation of various works of architects, focusing on the California regional school.
Neff was featured alongside distinguished architects such as Reginald Johnson and George Washington
Smith, though he had practiced for only half as long.20
With the Great Depression came a decline in the widespread popularity of romantic regional
architecture, which many saw as derivative and historicist, in favor of modernism. Neff struggled
through the early years of the Depression; he sold his Pasadena office and moved to Hollywood where
he rented office space and an apartment. During this time, Neff developed a fondness for the French
style, which he applied to a number of commissions in the 1930s, including the Fredric March House in
Beverly Hills (1934), the Joan Bennett House in Holmby Hills (1938), and the Robert F. Garner, Jr. House
15

Alson Clark, “Wallace Neff and the Culture of Los Angeles,” in Wallace Neff: 1895‐1982, ed. Andrea A.P. Belloli
(San Marino, CA: Huntington Library, 1989), 15‐19.
16
Diane Kanner, “Wallace Neff: Architect to the Stars” (master’s thesis, University of Southern California, 1996),
55.
17
Kanner, “Wallace Neff: Architect to the Stars,” 65‐67.
18
Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 25.
19
Diane Kanner, Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State (New York: Monacelli Press, 2005), 73.
20
Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 24.
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in San Marino (1938). Hollywood celebrities Mary Pickford and Douglas Fairbanks hired Neff to carry out
several alterations, additions and redecoration of their Pickfair estate, which helped to keep him afloat
during the Depression.21
Neff, like his Grandfather McNally, was a natural‐born inventor. This inherent talent led Neff to the
creation of what he considered to be his most valuable architectural contribution: the Bubble House, or
Airform Construction, in 1941. Neff described the Bubble House as an economical bomb‐ and fire‐
resistant form of mass‐produced housing that could be built for defense workers and war‐evacuated
populations.22 The Bubble House was first employed in a development for defense workers in Falls
Church, Virginia. Although the Bubble House had limited success in postwar America (he built two in the
Pasadena area, one of which was for his brother, Andrew Neff), the structure received widespread
recognition throughout Europe, South America and Africa. Entire Bubble House villages were
constructed in western Africa, Brazil, Pakistan, Mexico, Jordan and the Virgin Islands. Near the end of
Neff’s life, he resided in the Bubble House he had built for his brother decades earlier.23
With the 1950s came new challenges for Neff, as clientele sought modernist estates and Ranch style
houses. Struggling to find work in the residential sector, he entered several competitions to design
buildings for college campuses, with some success. In 1948, he won competitions to design two
residence halls and a gymnasium at Loyal University, and in 1950, he was chosen to design a gymnasium
and an addition to the student union at the Pomona College in Claremont.24 As Neff regained confidence
in his architectural abilities, he again began to attract residential commissions, designing in the postwar
style architectural historian David Gebhard called “soft modernism.”25 His one‐story houses achieved a
closer connection to the land than his grand 1920s residences; he made extensive use of indoor‐outdoor
plans, open floor plans and large, floor to ceiling windows. Examples of this stylistic shift include Neff’s
Groucho Marx House in Beverly Hills (1956), the Harpo Marx Houses in Rancho Mirage (1956) and the
Edgar Richards House in Palm Springs (1956). In 1954, the Southern California chapter of the AIA
presented Neff with an honor award for the Myrtle Hornstein House, and in 1956, he was nominated a
Fellow of the AIA.26
The 1960s marked a return to the California style Neff had become so well known for decades earlier.
The Roy Eaton House (1962) and the Robert K. Straus House (1969), both Spanish Colonial Revival in
style, represent this shift. In 1969, Neff received his last major commission from Dr. Henry E. Singleton
for a large estate in Holmby Hills.27 Dr. and Mrs. Singleton had initially attempted to buy the house Neff

21

Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 26‐27.
Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 28.
23
Jan Furey Muntz, “Bubble for Defense,” in Wallace Neff: 1895‐1982, ed. Andrea A.P. Belloli (San Marino, CA:
Huntington Library, 1989), 75‐83.
24
Kanner, Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State, 202.
25
David Gebhard, “William Wurster and His California Contemporaries: The Idea of Regionalism and Soft
Modernism,” in An Everyday Modernism: The Houses of William Wurster, ed. Marc Treib (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1995), 164, quoted in Diane Kanner, Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State (New
York: Monacelli Press, 2005), 202.
26
Kanner, Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State, 202.
27
Clark, Wallace Neff: Architect of California’s Golden Age, 30.
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designed for Joan Bennett in 1938; however, negotiations fell through.28 The Singletons hired Neff to
design a house in the same French style as the Bennett house, but on a much grander scale and with
modern conveniences. The family’s inclination toward French Revival architecture represented a
renewed interest in historicist styles that emerged in the 1970s. Neff’s previous experience with French
Revival architecture allowed him to create a historically appropriate design, while simultaneously
integrating modern features. At the Singletons’ request, Neff specified the most lavish of materials,
including Italian marble, hand‐painted wall paper, walnut wood paneling, and Heath Ceramics tile.29
Construction costs totaled over $1.3 million.30 Neff, knowing this would be his last major project, was
involved in every detail of the house’s design, from finding mature shade trees for the gardens to
selecting terracotta urns for the terrace. Wallace Neff died on June 9, 1982, little more than ten years
after the completion of the Singleton residence.
Thomas D. Church and Philip A. Shipley
The estate at 384 Delfern Drive features a landscape designed by noted landscape architects Thomas
Church and Philip Shipley. Thomas D. Church was born in 1902 in Boston, Massachusetts. Shortly after
his birth, his parents moved to the Ojai Valley in Southern California. Upon his parents’ divorce, Thomas
and his sister, Margaret, moved to Oakland, California with their mother, Wilda. In 1922, Church
received a bachelor’s degree in landscape architecture from UC Berkeley, and in 1926, he graduated
from Harvard University with a master’s degree in city planning and landscape architecture. In 1930,
Church moved to San Francisco to establish his own practice. Church’s style was largely shaped by a visit
to Europe in 1937 with his wife Betsy. There, he met Alvar Aalto whose designs inspired Church to
create more informal and relaxed landscape plans. Site planning became increasingly important in his
work. Veering from the orthodox formalism of traditional designed landscapes, he stressed the
importance of multiple vantage points, so that views not only from the house were pleasing to the
onlooker. Church’s career took off upon his return home; in the following decades, he designed over
2,000 private gardens in California and 24 other states.31 Church, known to be the pioneer of modern
landscape architecture and the ‘California Style’, died in San Francisco in September of 1978. He was 76
years old.32
Philip A. Shipley was born in 1913 in Santa Paula, California, to warehouse broker Frank H. Shipley and
Eliza Shipley.33 After graduating from UC Berkeley with a degree in landscape architecture in 1933, he
moved to Southern California to set up his own practice. Known for his simple yet unusual landscape
plans, Shipley designed for the wealthy and famous, from Presidents Richard Nixon and Ronald Reagan,
to celebrities such as Frank Sinatra, Clark Gable, Walt Disney and Lew Wasserman. In addition to
residential commissions, Shipley was hired to design several commercial and research complexes
including Palm Springs’ Eldorado Country Club, Las Vegas’ Tropicana, the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
28

Kanner, Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State, 219.
Wallace Neff, General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction
of a Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, 384 Delfern Drive at Faring Road, Holmby Hills, California, June
1969, 10, 24, and 29.
30
Accounting for inflation, this roughly equals $7.5 million in 2015.
31
“He Changed the Landscape,” Stanford Alumni, Stanford University,
http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?article_id=37793 (accessed 24 February 2015).
32
“Architect, College Planner Thomas Church, 76, Dies,” Los Angeles Times, 1 September 1978, F4.
33
United States Census, 1920.
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campus and TRW headquarters in El Segundo and Universal Studios. Philip Shipley died in 2001 at the
age of 88.34
The landscape at 384 Delfern Drive is the product of collaboration between Thomas Church and Philip
Shipley. Church, who had been the Singletons’ initial choice as landscape architect, was leaving on a six‐
month‐trip to Rome. Church recommended they commission Shipley to see the design through
construction, as he was a local landscape architect and had proven experience designing the landscapes
of large private estates. Between 1971 and 1973, through a series of meetings and mail correspondence,
Shipley and Church worked together on the design of the forecourt, terrace, gardens, swimming pool
and paved walkways.35 Church’s influences on the landscape design are clear. Brick terraces,
appropriately scaled to the house, the siting and orientation of the house to provide for maximum
views, the use of mature trees to provide a sense of time and place, and the creation of livable outdoor
spaces, sheltered from the elements, are evocative of Church’s designs and apparent at the Singleton
House.36 Church was able to relay his ideas for aspects such as the siting and shape of the swimming
pool and the design of the garden terrace through “conversation plans” he drew that Shipley would then
present to Neff and Singletons, and modify as necessary.37 Together, Church and Shipley created a
cohesive and seemingly effortless landscape design that was appropriate to the lifestyle of the Singleton
family and could hold its own against the immense scale of Wallace Neff’s mansion. The natural
appearance of the landscape belies the tremendous feat that went into its creation – the infill of a
canyon, and years of design, correspondence and planning – and serves as a testament to the genius of
its creators.
Period of Significance
Because the Singleton House is eligible under multiple contexts and eligibility criteria, there are two
periods of significance.
The period of significance for the residence’s association with Dr. Henry E. Singleton is defined as 1970
to 1999. The beginning of the period of significance, 1970, is the date of construction of the estate and
the beginning of Singleton’s occupation. The year 1999 was chosen as the culmination of the period of
significance because it was the year Dr. Singleton died.
The period of significance for the estate as an excellent example of the New Traditional French style, as
a significant work of master architect Wallace Neff, and as a significant landscape designed by master
landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley, has been defined as 1970‐1972, the period of
construction of the house and landscape from start to completion.

34

“Philip A. Shipley; Did Landscape Design for Presidents, Celebrities,” Los Angeles Times, 3 August 2001.
Correspondence between Thomas Church, Philip Shipley, Wallace Neff and Henry Singleton, 1970‐1973.
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Thomas D. Church, Gardens are for People, preface and forward by Grace Hall and Michael Laurie, 3rd ed.
(Berkeley: University of California Press, 1995).
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Integrity
In addition to meeting multiple eligibility criteria, the Singleton Estate is unaltered and retains a high
degree of physical and associative integrity. Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its
significance and is defined as the “authenticity of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival
of physical characteristics that existed during the property’s prehistoric or historic period.”38 The aspects
of integrity, as defined by the National Park Service, are location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association.










Location: The Singleton Estate remains on its original site and therefore retains integrity of
location.
Design: The residence is unaltered, and therefore its character‐defining features remain intact. It
is still able to convey its historic significance as a French Revival‐style house designed by master
architect Wallace Neff. The sprawling picturesque landscape, designed by noted landscape
architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley, also remains unaltered, and its original design
intent is apparent. Thus, the Singleton Estate retains integrity of design.
Setting: The Singleton Estate remains sited among seven acres of lush landscape. It therefore
retains integrity of setting.
Materials: With the exception of its original ceramic shingle roofing being replaced with
composition shingle roofing, all of the house’s original materials remain intact. Thus, the
Singleton House retains integrity of materials.
Workmanship: The Singleton House retains its physical features from the time it was
constructed, including brick veneer, cast stone entrance colonnade and portico, wood French
doors and brick paving. Its landscape remains as originally designed and executed. Thus, the
estate retains integrity of workmanship from its historic period.
Feeling: The building retains its essential character‐defining features and appearance from its
historical period. It therefore retains integrity of feeling.
Association: Though no longer occupied by the Singleton family, the estate appears almost
exactly the way it did when occupied by former CEO and co‐founder of the major conglomerate
Teledyne, Henry Singleton. Thus, it retains integrity of association.

38
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·

Permit for a second fireplace in the dining room, 7-29-1970, LADBS.
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Permit for the construction of a storage room at the retaining wall, 4-26-1971, LADBS.
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Permit for the construction of an extension to the existing retaining wall, 7-19-1971, LADBS.
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Permit for the construction of a greenhouse, 10-6-1971, LADBS.
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Permit for the construction of a pool equipment room, 12-21-1971, LADBS.
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General Specif cations of
labor to be pertol'lllad and
materials to be t'uJtniahed
in the oonatruct1on ot a

residence tor,

ad

Mra.

Henrr

B. Singleton

38'1 Deltern Drive
at Paring Road
Holab7 Hilla, Cal1tomia

'l'ract 8236

ta 13 and f 5 and Portion or Lot A
•

112 - 94 - 97

.. ••••

General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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lo.
Any tend ncy to smoke must be corrected at once so that the
fireplace will draw perfectly.
FLOE SCREENS:
Into the brickwork near the top of the chimneys build a 3/L1n

galvanized wire flue

screen~

MARBLE FLOORS AND COUNTERS:
All ~loors and counters shall be 7/8" thick and of clear Italian

Bta'tt1a17 lfh1te marble.

or

Borders shall be 9" wide and

Verde

Borders shall extend into openings

the door, forming a flush door s1llo

Where there are

-..tend marble to full thickness of wall.

Where not

floors shall be 2' -0" x 2-0" ± x 7/8"
shall have marble floors:
terrace - Guest dressing room and bath including

- Passageway - Gallery #1.

Bar and closet -

area - Oval entrance hall and entry
The dressing room - bath counters and
two master bath rooms.

All marble floors shall
and bu.f'fed.

All

e tone counters shall be treated with Tri-Seal

for electric outlets
Library base shall be

or

One

Verde

lectr1c outlets in base where shown.
'«high honed finish and be 7/8" thick

and basemen

bases shall be

-n

h

b

General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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an

instal

tile

nd prop r b eking
lath, where

tc

elu 1

1le is ind1cat d.

where Heath tile 1e called for shall be Standard
colored, glazed tile as
The steam room, floor, walls
shower stall floors and wall

• soaked in clean water an

ever~

precaution shall

are not stained before they are

set with a r1ne string Joint, approxi.111 rooms shall be carefully laid out so that

All neoesaarr cute shall

th a f'1ne atone and no cut edge ot t:11e

cabinet

011

General Specifications of Labor to Be Performed and Materials to Be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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h

ing to th

r llo

eh d

St am room and shower stalls shall have:
Cap 12 x 6 - A- 012
Walla - 12 z 6 - full height - 8' O"

kse - A-3013
carboa
-8.t~•

room ceiling shall have 6" x 6" tile
Sheet

9)

tloor terrace floors service entry floor

called ror ahall be 12" x 12• z 1/4"
'.M.le shall be laid using 3-M 8dbes1ve.
• and ael'V1oe entry shall be -· high

a t'u.11 noae outafde . _ .

General Specifications of Labor to be Performed and Materials to be Furnished in the Construction of a
Residence for Dr. and Mrs. Henry E. Singleton, Wallace Neff, 1969. Courtesy of University of Southern California.
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Written note on the cost of preliminary work to be done at the Singleton Estate, Wallace Neff, 10-7-1968. From
the Wallace Neff Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.

Singleton Estate| Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ARCHITECTURAL RESOURCES GROUP

~ ~,. M..~

~ 12.llO ~ to ~ 'lf.....; l{OV. ~

~t1J. '4 U• ob ~'i. 1 i€..t_ µ("lot (&or ~I,
a... ub ~~· ~ ~~a.cul. ca.u.a ~ w-a...
ctA.o ~-...J, -&..,. \J.P."t \uior G..~o..W '°'~
~ '\\; '4\.V ·.•A. \ a.u& ~c., ~ <i. u+ \L)\~
~~ \~ ~~ ~ ~~
. . \.ro~ NiOm

-

tC, Iii.·

O'n

Q

to yoo. -

~

~~ 'f- lie.

~:l. "' ~ -

~eu~ ~

- fu'M

\~~ \~

\0.~l""\, To \~~\~
~

l4

tc. \

t\

- ~ lt ' -\-() \i' ~ d.ia."" ~~r
·~~t ~

NAN\

~ caf...e

Letter from Mrs. Singleton to Wallace Neff regarding the first floor plan, Sept. 16. From the Wallace Neff
Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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Letter from Mrs. Singleton to Wallace Neff regarding the first floor plan, Sept. 16. From the Wallace Neff
Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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Certificate for Payment, construction of Singleton Estate, Wallace Neff, 11-8-1971. From the Wallace Neff
Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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Request for payment, Walter A. Johnson, General Contractor, to Wallace Neff, 11-12-1971. From the Wallace Neff
Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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Written copy of cost statement for architectural services, Wallace Neff, 1-1-1972. From the Wallace Neff
Collection. The Huntington Library, San Marino, California.
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Correspondence between Thomas Church, Philip Shipley, Wallace Neff and Henry Singleton regarding basic
planting and landscape design, 3-31-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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(HOMAS D. CHUR<;ii. AND ASSOCIATES

FIELD SUPERVISION REPORT

L.ANDSCAPE ARCHITEC.
402 JACKSON STREET

J

SAN FRANCISCO 941 11

···-·o:r··;·· ··an<1···.Mr."s..;···-st·n~r···ec·O"n

08

OATE.......Ma·r-ch-··'Jr;····-1-.r1· ······-·············-

PRESENT:

PAGE #2.

4

For all terrace oaving consider the herr ing bone turned
to the house. Color of the mortar Joints cc be
determined after seeing samp es .
~ara lle1

5
~oo~ a~ s amples of a possib l e sand-o l asted surface on the
lail c olumns .
6
Winding paths through lawn and ground cover areas to be
asphaltic concrete.
It wi l look too olack when first installed
but wi 1 weather to the point where it will make no statement.
7. Consider low (6 " ) and wide (16") curls of the b l ack brick
around the i nside of the four Magnolia pockets in the forecourt .

c.c . Wallace Neff
PnL Shiol ey

Correspondence between Thomas Church, Philip Shipley, Wallace Neff and Henry Singleton regarding basic
planting and landscape design, 3-31-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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16 September , 1 37 1.

Dr . Henry E. Singleton
15000 Mulholland Dr i ve
Los Ange l es, California, 90024.

Dear Dr. Singleton:
I had a very qood con.ference with Phil Shipley yesterday.
He showed me snapshots of the· progress to date and I was pleased
with the terraces , b alustrade1 and the tree p lanting to date.

I suggested tl-iat the avenue of trees a l ong the e 11trarice
drive might .be postponed until other work is farther a l ong and
see if they are really needed..
Perhaps the introduction of
severa J more olives will complete the picture.

In the oool area I su.g9ested the possible elimination of
several feat u res which I fe l t. ove.ri.oaded the restricted space .
Sunject tc your comment I felt the substitution of underwater seats
in place of the six fountain jets would be calmer , and that the
columns are not needed and di.stract one's eye from the major column
motif at the 1 oggia . In thei.r place I'd like to see the 1 ow .orick
seat wa 11 continued around that side of the pool. Phil will show
you these ideas on the p ~ an.
If you have any ques t ions, let me know .
Sincere l y,

Thomas D. Church.
cc : Mr . Phil Ship ley
Mr . Wallace Ne ff .

Correspondence between Thomas Church and Henry Singleton regarding garden terrace, tree placement and
pool design, 9-16-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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THOMAS D. CHURC~ND ASSOCIATES
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT.

e

JOB.....-.Dr.-.... an.d....Mr.s .•....S.ing.le.ton

402 JACKSON STREET
SAN FRANCISCO 94 111

PRESENT:

FIELD SUPERVISION REPORT

DATE.......16····Novemhe·r-;··-·l9-7·l····-······

*

or . and Mrs . Sing l e t on ,

~

Wallace Ne ff,

Phil Ship 1 ey.

~

The f ol l ow ing i tems were discussed for cons i deratio n by all par ties .
1 . Extending the brick work in the forecourt to widen the access
at the house partice , and fill in t he strip around the fountain.

Softening of the composition will come by planting Hibertia on the
foun t a i n wal l , adding four Pit:tosporum tobira variegata , and planti ng
Bougainvi l lea over the top of the wall .
2 . The fountain wi l l be lined with a b l ue-green ti l e as selected
Fut:ure fountains or sculpture is a poss i bili ty here .

and wi ll have three jets .

3. No more large trees SE~em to be needed .
when the present scheme is COllnpl eted.

This will be reviewed

4 . Various designs were cl-iscussed for the swimming pool.
Shipley will prepare final drawings based on the decisions made .
Tile will be gray 3/4" Italian tile as per sample selected.
Plant boxes will be 6 .. above pool grade.
Underwater seats will be on both sides of the pool. The
one in the alcove will be widE:?r - say 24".
The Singletons wil l l()ok at samples of coarse sand MOSAI
as a possible paving materia l around the pool. Brick 0ir concrete
bands could be used for bordei~s and for the coping of the pool.
\.(" brass strips would be used between brick and terrazzo and 1/8"
strips in the pattern in the terrazzo.
It was agreed that some feeling of structural enclosure at
the service side was needed, (Wallace wasn • t sure).
What brick is to be painted white and what is natural wi l l
be a later decision .

Dr . Singleton will call another meeting at a later date i f
there are points to be discusHed .

Correspondence between Thomas Church, Philip Shipley, Wallace Neff and Henry Singleton regarding forecourt,
trees and pool designs, 11-16-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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Pool Location Study, Thomas Church, 5-20-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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Drawing, Brick Terrace, Scheme A, Thomas Church, 4-1-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.

Drawing, Brick Terrace, Scheme B, Thomas Church, 4-1-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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Drawing, Brick Terrace, Scheme C, Thomas Church, 4-1-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.

Drawing, Brick Terrace, Scheme D, Thomas Church, 4-1-1971. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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Singleton House under construction, ca. 1970. Courtesy of UC Berkeley Environmental Design Archives.
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Singleton Estate, bird’s-eye view (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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West elevation (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Entrance drive (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

West elevation close-up
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Forecourt (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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East elevation (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Balcony, view east (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Expansive lawn with house in the background, view east (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

View of brick terrace from balcony,
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Brick terrace at east elevation,
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Pond with house in the background, view southeast
(source: Zillow, http://www.zillow.com/homedetails/384-Delfern-Dr-Los-Angeles-CA-90077/20523982_zpid/).
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Tennis courts (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Greenhouse (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
Swimming pool (source Forbes online,
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/fhfi45fklm/384-delfern-drivelos-angeles-ca-90077/).
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Entrance hall looking east towards the foyer
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Foyer, view east
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Foyer, view north
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Foyer, view south
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Living room, view north (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Living room, view south (source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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Library, view northeast
(source: http://www.extravaganzi.com/singleton-holmby-hills-property-on-sale-for-75-million/).
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Family room, view southeast
(source: Coldwell Banker, http://www.californiamoves.com/property/details/3375119/MLS-13-708241/384-Delfern-Dr-Los-AngelesBel-Air-CA-90077.aspx).
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Hallway, first floor
(source: Zillow, http://www.zillow.com/homedetails/384Delfern-Dr-Los-Angeles-CA-90077/20523982_zpid/).

Kitchen, view southeast
(source: Zillow, http://www.zillow.com/homedetails/384Delfern-Dr-Los-Angeles-CA-90077/20523982_zpid/).
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Dining room, view north
(source: http://www.extravaganzi.com/singleton-holmby-hills-property-on-sale-for-75-million/).

Bedroom, second floor
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).

Entrance to second floor balcony, view east
(source: www.delfern.com/mls/).
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The Conservancy initiated the nomination of the Singleton Estate for numerous reasons. First, we
strongly believe it is a significant and increasingly threatened property type in the city of Los Angeles.
Similar large estates are routinely being subdivided and original residences demolished, most notably at
times of ownership transition (in April 2015 the Singleton Estate was sold for nearly $60 million, setting a
2015 sales price record). It represents the last great estate of architect Wallace Neff and a rare example of
collaboration between a master architect and master landscape architect, in this case Thomas Church
while working with Phillip Shipley.
It is an extraordinary property for its time period, represents an important shift toward “New Traditional”
architecture, and is a significant individual investment where no expense was sparred on a custom design
using high-end materials (the 1970 construction cost would amount to approximately $8.5 million today).
Lastly, Dr. Henry E. Singleton is a significant individual as the co-founder and former CEO of Teledyne, a
position he held until 1986; he played a direct role in the design of the estate and continued to occupy the
residence until his death in 1999.
The Conservancy became concerned about the Singleton Estate when it was initially placed for sale in
2014. We were contacted by long-time supporters who toured the property firsthand, shared the real
estate promotional materials (depicting the then-current and intact interiors, as submitted as part of the
HCM nomination), and feared the expansive property would only be seen as a site for land speculation.
On May 14, 2014 the Conservancy contacted the realtors (see attached letter) marketing the property and
shared our belief that the Singleton Estate represented a significant historic property and may be subject
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). We followed-up with a conversation with the realtor.
At this time we remain concerned and believe the Singleton Estate to be at great risk, in part by
statements made by the owner at the July 16, 2015 meeting of the Cultural Heritage Commission. We have
been in contact with the owner in an attempt to alleviate any concerns. Initially this proceeded
immediately following the Commission meeting through a brief conversation by phone and email where
the owner shared previous projects completed in Europe. We requested an opportunity to tour the
property when the owner was back in Los Angeles, believed to be sometime in August. We have repeatedly
contacted the owner through email (on August 16th and 25th) yet have not received a response to date. My
understanding is no one from the Cultural Heritage Commission has been in contact either.
At this time, we have revised the Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM) nomination and included new
primary and secondary source documentation, as requested by members of the Cultural Heritage
Commission. We have also reached out to additional experts and now include letters of support from
Charles Birnbaum of The Cultural Landscape Foundation (TCLF) and Diane Kanner, author of Wallace

Neff and the
t Grand Ho
ouses of the Golden
G
State (attached).
(
W
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2355 Hillhurst Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90027
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213-359-0373

August 23, 2015
Cultural Heritage Commission
Office of Historic Resources
City Hall #667
Los Angeles, CA90012
RE:

Dr. Henry E. Singleton property, 384 Delfern Drive, Holmby Hills

Commissioners:
Wallace Neff was the second significant Los Angeles architect to experience the forceful
persona lity of Dr. Henry E. Singleton. The first was Richard Neutra. Singleton was a connoisseur
of design as he was of wine, books and Southwestern history. He put as much thought into
selecting the site of a new home as he did an architect. Where the 1959 Neutra-designed
Singleton home near Mulholland and Coldwater Canyon Drives was an example of the stark
traits of Modernism, the 1970 Neff design was stylistica lly the polar opposite. The latter home
on Delfern Drive was designed in a period revival variously described as French Provencial and
New Orleans. Each of these residences should be able to qualify for Historic-Cultural Monument
status. The question at hand is "why does Neff's Singleton project deserve recognition?"
Singleton made his fortune manufacturing semiconductors. Forbes magazine ranked him one of
the nation's 400 richest people, worth $630 million before his death in 1999. As his Teledyne,
Inc. was approaching its financial peak, Singleton contracted with Neff in 1969. The industrialist
intended to depict his status of wealth with home and ground so immense, the Bel-Air
community of Holmby Hills would hold nothing like it.
Landscape design students from nearby UCLA watched as 7 acres of hills and arroyos assumed
the proportions of a grand estate. The transformation of the land meant a small lake was
drained, and like the rest of the estate, filled with topsoil. As the new landscape came together,
a residentia l plan unfolded. Singleton continued to return to Neff for a bigger and better design.
The finished cost was $50 a square foot. By today's west Los Angeles architectural standards,
the 1970 cost appears modest.
The Singleton home began the megamansion phenomena. Unlike the vulgar versions of 2015,
the Singleton home displays restraint bearing the qualities which distinguished Neff's work.
Scale and proportion. Contrast of light and dark, sun and shade. A shallowly pitched roof rises

over a centrally focused entry balanced by unadorned columns. The Singleton house is the
cu lmination of Neff's belief, practiced during more than half a century, stating that "simplicity
of design is a sign of aristocracy."
Every bit as accomplished as his contemporaries Paul Williams and Richard Neutra, Neff has
received considerably less recognition from the City of Los Angeles. The Commission would be
wise to inspect the Singleton house and consider its merits.
Sincerely,

,

ti~

~~
Diane Kanner
Author, "Wallace Neff and the Grand Houses of the Golden State," 2005, Random House

26 August 2015
Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Commission
Office of Historic Resources, Department of City Planning
200 North Spring Street, Room 601
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Dear Commissioners,
On behalf of The Cultural Landscape Foundation (TCLF), I am writing to express our strong support
for the Historic‐Cultural Monument (HCM) nomination for the Singleton Estate. As a significant
example of the work of landscape architects Thomas Church and Philip Shipley, in collaboration with
architect Wallace Neff, the property is unmistakably important and should be protected through
local landmark designation. We therefore respectfully urge the Los Angeles Cultural Heritage
Commission to support the nomination at this time.
Located on seven acres in the Holmby Hills neighborhood, the Singleton Estate represents the
combined creative visions of its highly influential designers. The French Revival residence and
expansive landscaped grounds reflect the grandeur and aspirations of the man who commissioned
the estate, Teledyne, Inc. co‐founder and CEO Dr. Henry E. Singleton.
The collaboration between Church and Shipley on the Singleton Estate’s designed landscape
produced cohesive, yet intricate gardens and open spaces that complemented Neff’s opulent design
for the residence. A pioneer of modern landscape design, Church spearheaded and guided the plans
from his San Francisco office, while Shipley worked locally to interpret and expand the overall vision
for the site. The project was a rare and significant collaboration between the two landscape
architects.
Upon completion, the grounds displayed numerous features characteristic of Church’s work,
including carefully scaled brick terraces, the use of mature trees, manicured gardens, curved
walkways, and a uniquely sited swimming pool. The layout and orientation of the landscape
elements preserved maximum views of the house and created highly livable outdoor spaces that
blended seamlessly with the natural setting.
Given the strong evidence in support of the property’s significance, we believe that the Singleton
Estate is worthy of official recognition as a locally designated landmark. HCM status would provide
essential safeguards for this extraordinary resource, including its historically significant designed
landscape.
Sincerely,

Charles A. Birnbaum, FASLA, FAAR
President and CEO

ABOUT TCLF: Established in 1998, TCLF is a 501(c)3 organization that educates and engages the public in order
to make our shared landscape legacy visible, identify its value, and empower its stewards.

May 14, 2014
Ms. Joyce Essex
Coldwell Banker Previews International
301 N. Cañon Drive, Suite E
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
joyce@essexharvey.com
Mr. Danny Harvey
Coldwell Banker Previews International
301 N. Cañon Drive, Suite E
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
dannyharvey@essexharvey.com
RE:

Singleton Residence, 384 Delfern Drive, Holmby Hills

Dear Ms. Essex and Mr. Harvey:
On behalf of the Los Angeles Conservancy, I am writing to share
information on the architectural and historic significance of the Singleton
House, located at 384 Delfern Drive in the Holmby Hills neighborhood of
Los Angeles. We provide this additional information to help ensure that
potential buyers are apprised of the building’s historic significance,
requirements under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), and
economic and regulatory incentives available to encourage its preservation.
The Singleton House, completed in 1970, was commissioned by Henry
Singleton, an American electrical engineer and business executive who
made significant contributions to aircraft inertial guidance. He co-founded
Teledyne, Inc. and served as its chief executive officer for three decades.
The approximately 15,520 square foot house, designed by master architect
Wallace Neff in the French Provincial style with eclectic detailing, was
Neff’s last major work and the largest he ever built. His career spanned
more than five decades, from 1921 to 1975, and his work ranged from

elegant residential designs for the famous and wealthy, institutional and religious structures,
and pioneering forms of affordable housing. Neff’s career and designs have been profiled in
several publications and were the subject of a 1989 exhibit “Wallace Neff 1895-1982: The
Romance of Regional Architecture” presented by the Virginia Steele Scott Gallery at The
Huntington Library.
Neff worked in a variety of architectural styles throughout his career and established his own
manner of design, working to capture the uniqueness of California as a place by using traditional
influences in innovative ways. His creative approach included an eclectic use of detailing,
design elements borrowed from other styles, and embellished traditional forms to add a
romanticized quality.
Dr. and Mrs. Singleton commissioned Neff to design the house after they were unsuccessful at
negotiating the purchase of the nearby 1938 house Neff had designed for actress Joan Bennet.
Neff responded by designing a contemporary version of the Bennett house on a grander scale.
The resulting house, which was the largest of Neff’s career, features a symmetrically balanced
French Provincial design sporting a tall hipped roof and attenuated chimneys rising high above
the roofline—a Neff trademark. Neff’s design includes prominent eclectic elements in the form
of Colonial Revival porticos featuring Egyptian-inspired open lotus columns. The house’s major
and minor axes cross at the double-height oval central stair hall, the woodwork of which was
modeled on that of the Petit Trianon at Versailles.
Neff was deeply involved in the construction of the house, which took two years. He chose the
materials which cover the floors and walls of the important rooms, including the marble of the
hall floors and the walnut paneling which lines the walls of the library.
The whitewashed brick exterior is accented by windows and French doors sporting louvered
shutters and several wrought iron balconies at the second floor. The house’s north elevation
opens onto a spacious, brick-paved motor court, while the south elevation opens onto a brickpaved terrace overlooking the gardens.
The seven-plus acre property is characterized by mature trees and meandering paths leading
from the house to the greenhouse, a pond, and tennis court enclosed by a latticed trellis. Neff
worked closely with landscape architect Thomas D. Church on the project, which included the
transplanting of full-grown sycamore trees chosen in the upper arroyo above Pasadena.

The Conservancy believes that the Singleton House qualifies as a historical resource for the
purposes of future project review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
should there be a future lot subdivision, demolition and/or major alteration to the residence.
CEQA provides a process by which to evaluate a proposed project and the consideration of a
range of preservation alternatives.
Any future owner can take advantage of a variety of construction and/or financial incentives,
including the Mills Act property tax abatement program and code flexibility under the California
Historical Building Code. The Conservancy also maintains a Professional Services Directory of
building professionals familiar with historic rehabilitation and restoration work that can provide
guidance and expertise to potential buyers. The directory is available at our website at
https://www.laconservancy.org/resources/find-professional.
We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and view the property to discuss the
home’s historically significant features and historic preservation related incentives that would
be available to the future owners.
About the Los Angeles Conservancy:
The Los Angeles Conservancy is the largest local historic preservation organization in the United
States, with nearly 6,500 members throughout the Los Angeles area. Established in 1978, the
Conservancy works to preserve and revitalize the significant architectural and cultural heritage
of Los Angeles County through advocacy and education.
Please do not hesitate to contact me at (213) 430-4203 or afine@laconservancy.org should you
have any questions or concerns.
Sincerely,

Adrian Scott Fine
Director of Advocacy

1900 AVENUE OF THE STARS, SUITE 2410
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90067
T: (310) 553-7176 I F: (310) 552-0834
WEBSITE: WWW.HOLMBYHIU.S.ORS

November 19, 2015
Mr. Paul Koretz, Councilmember
Council District 5
200 North Spring Street, Room 440
Los Angeles, California 90012

Re:

384 Delfern Drive - Singleton Estate (Historical Preservation)

Dear Councilmember Koretz:

I am writing on behalf of the Holmby Hills Homeowners Association regarding
the above-referenced property. It has come to my attention that the Singleton Estate has
been acquired by a developer, who plans to demolish the existing home to build multiple
single-family residences in its place.
If you are not already aware, the Singleton House, a southern colonial, was built
for Henry Singleton, the electronics giant, and is one of the last major works of the
architect, Wallace Neff. This timeless, yet elegant, architectural masterpiece should not
be destroyed, as not only the workmanship of Neff would be obliterated, but so, too, a
part of our Los Angeles history.

Linda Dishman of the Los Angeles Conservancy has submitted a nomination for
the Singleton House and the surrounding estate to be deemed a historical monument. The
Cultural Heritage Commission heard the application on November 5th and took the matter
under submission. We ask that you support that nomination when it comes to full
Council review. Doing so, would not only help this glorious estate avoid demolition,
but, if successful, would keep the architectural beauty and history of our neighborhood
intact.
Feel free to contact me with any questions or comments.
Cordially,

-'

William 0 . Fleischman, President
Holmby Hills Homeq_wners Association

WOF:vjj
Cc:

Linda Dishmam, President and CEO - Los Angeles Conservancy

Bee:

Mr. Paul Koretz, Councilmember
Council District 5
West L.A. Field Office
822 South Robertson Boulevard
Suite 102
Los Angeles, California 90035

Mr. Paul Koretz, Councilmember
Council District 5
Valley Field Office
15760 Ventura Boulevard
Suite 1020
Encino, California 91436

