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RECOMMENDATION REPORT
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CASE NO.: CHC-2009-2888-HCM
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HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Location: 844 S. Plymouth Boulevard
Council District: 10
Community Plan Area: Wilshire
Area Planning Commission: Central
Neighborhood Council: Greater Wilshire
Legal Description: Lot 55 of TR 2839

November 19, 2009
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

PROJECT:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
844 SOUTH PLYMOUTH APARTMENTS

REQUEST:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

APPLICANT:

Katie E. Horak
1939 Palmerston Place
Los Angeles, CA 90027

OWNER:

Ann K. Moacanin
PO Box 480790
Los Angeles, CA 90048

RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7
2. Adopt the report findings.
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
Ken Bernstein, Manager
Office of Historic Resources
Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
________________________
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources
Attachments:

August, 2009 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report
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FINDINGS
1. The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as
an example of Streamline Moderne residential architecture.
2. The building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a work by the
architectural firm of Plummer, Wurdeman, & Becket.
CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
SUMMARY
Built in 1936, the two-story, four-unit apartment building located at 844 South Plymouth
Boulevard exhibits character-defining features of Streamline Moderne architecture. The Ishaped apartment building sits on a raised foundation with subterranean parking and consists of
multiple, intersecting volumes, both squared and rounded, including a cylindrical tower located
at the building’s southwest corner. The building features a smooth, stucco-clad exterior, a
curved façade, and a flat roof with banded coping at the roofline. Windows are multi-paned,
steel casement windows in bands which wrap corners, as well as circular windows that mimic
the portholes of a steamship. Some windows include cantilevered balconies enclosed by
wrought iron handrails and guardrails. Interior features include Streamline Moderne style light
fixtures, built-in cabinets, original tile and hardwood floors.
The proposed historic monument was designed by architects Charles Plummer, Welton Becket,
and Walter Wurdeman. The firm’s first commission was the iconic Streamline Moderne style
Pan Pacific Auditorium (HCM #183; 1935/destroyed by fire in 1989). Following Plummer’s death
in 1939 and during World War II, Wurdeman and Becket went on to successfully design
government housing units for military families and war workers. In addition, Wurdeman and
Becket’s best-known buildings from the 1940s include Bullock’s Department Store in Pasadena
as well as the General Petroleum Building and Prudential Insurance Building, both in Los
Angeles. The subject building dates from this period of their architectural work. After
Wurdeman’s death in 1949, Becket continued his practice as Welton Becket & Associates. By
the 1960s, the firm was one of the largest architecture firms in the world and played a significant
part in defining the built environment of postwar Los Angeles, designing landmark buildings
including the Capitol Records Tower (HCM 857; 1956), the Theme Building at Los Angeles
International Airport (HCM #570; 1961), and Pacific’s Cinerama Dome Theatre and Marquee
(HCM 659; 1963).
There appears to be no major alterations to the property. The subject building was re-roofed in
1986 and iron security doors were added at an unknown date.
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DISCUSSION
The 844 S. Plymouth Blvd. property successfully meets two of the specified Historic-Cultural
Monument criteria: 1) “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction, and 2) is
associated with a master builder, designer, or architect. As a residential building designed in
the Streamline Moderne style by noteworthy architects, the property qualifies for designation as
a Historic-Cultural Monument based on these criteria. The subject building appears to be also
significant as an early example of work by architects who would proceed to design major iconic
landmarks for Los Angeles and establish the influential architectural practice of Welton Becket &
Associates.
BACKGROUND
At its meeting of September 17, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the
application under consideration. On November 5, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission
toured the subject property.
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.”
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation,
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”
The designation of the 844 S. Plymouth Blvd. property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”)
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set
forth in the LAAC. Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures. The
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.
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PROJECT:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
844 SOUTH PLYMOUTH APARTMENTS

REQUEST:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

APPLICANT:

Katie E. Horak
1939 Palmerston Place
Los Angeles, CA 90027

OWNER:

Ann K. Moacanin
348 S. Arden Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90020

RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.
2. Adopt the report findings.
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
________________________
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources
Attachments:
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ZIMAS Report
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SUMMARY
Built in 1936, the two-story, four-unit apartment building located at 844 South Plymouth
Boulevard exhibits character-defining features of Streamline Moderne architecture. The Ishaped apartment building sits on a raised foundation with subterranean parking and consists of
multiple, intersecting volumes, both squared and rounded, including a cylindrical tower located
at the building’s southwest corner. The building features a smooth, stucco-clad exterior, a
curved façade, and a flat roof with banded coping at the roofline. Windows are multi-paned,
steel casement windows in bands which wrap corners, as well as circular windows that mimic
the portholes of a steamship. Some windows include cantilevered balconies enclosed by
wrought iron handrails and guardrails. Interior features include Streamline Moderne style light
fixtures, built-in cabinets, original tile and hardwood floors.
The proposed historic monument was designed by architects Charles Plummer, Welton Becket,
and Walter Wurdeman. The firm’s first commission was the iconic Streamline Moderne style
Pan Pacific Auditorium (HCM #183; 1935/destroyed by fire in 1989). Following Plummer’s death
in 1939 and during World War II, Wurdeman and Becket went on to successfully design
government housing units for military families and war workers. In addition, Wurdeman and
Becket’s best-known buildings from the 1940s include Bullock’s Department Store in Pasadena
as well as the General Petroleum Building and Prudential Insurance Building, both in Los
Angeles. The subject building dates from this period of their architectural work. After
Wurdeman’s death in 1949, Becket continued his practice as Welton Becket & Associates. By
the 1960s, the firm was one of the largest architecture firms in the world and played a significant
part in defining the built environment of postwar Los Angeles, designing landmark buildings
including the Capitol Records Tower (HCM 857; 1956), the Theme Building at Los Angeles
International Airport (HCM #570; 1961), and Pacific’s Cinerama Dome Theatre and Marquee
(HCM 659; 1963).
There appears to be no major alterations to the property. The subject building was re-roofed in
1986 and iron security doors were added at an unknown date.
CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

