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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 VERDUGO HILLS OF PEACE PIONEER CEMETERY 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
APPLICANT: Verdugo Hills Preservation Society 
    Mary Lou Pozzo and Kathleen Travers 

10966 Hillhaven Avenue 
    Tujunga, CA  91042 
 

OWNER: Hills of Peace 
7000 Parsons Trail 
Tujunga, CA 91402 
 
Hills of Peace 
353 S. New Hampshire Ave 
Los Angeles, CA  90005 

 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10(c)4 
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
may warrant further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]              
   
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager   
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]            
 ________________________ 
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 
Attached Exhibits:  July 1, 2008 Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

HEARING DATE: November 6, 2008 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.:  CHC-2008-4385-HCM 
 
Location: 7000 Parsons Trail 
Council District: 2 
Community Plan Area: Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View 
Terrace- Shadow Hills- East La Tuna Canyon 
Area Planning Commission: North Valley 
Neighborhood Council: Sunland-Tujunga 
Legal Description: Lot 2713 of TR 3947 (MB 72-60) 

 



Verdugo Hills of Peace Pioneer Cemetery 
CHC-2008-4385-HCM 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 

Established in 1922, the subject area is a four-acre cemetery set on hilly terrain in the Sunland-
Tujunga community of the City of Los Angeles.   The subject area contains a landscaped 
entrance, a rectangular-plan mausoleum building built in 1957, and several examples of trees 
including Canary Island Pines (Pinus canariensis), Coastal Live Oaks (Quercus agrifolia), Scrub 
Oaks, and shrubbery.  Natural river rock is used throughout the subject property to outline 
cemetery plots and pathways.  The location of the cemetery also offers panoramic views of the 
San Fernando Valley.   
   
The cemetery was established in 1922 by Marshall Valentine Hartranft, the developer and 
founder of Tujunga as a utopian cooperative.  Hartranft originally intended using the subject 
property to construct his residence; instead, moved by the death of a popular local preacher, 
Hartranft designated the four-acre area a cemetery and buried the preacher there.  The 
Verdugo Hills of Peace Pioneer cemetery would become the burial place for the local residents 
of the community.  The cemetery was closed in 1978.     
 
Alterations to the subject property include the addition of the mausoleum building in 1957, 
hillside stabilization following mudslides in 1978, and new fencing and gates in 2008.   
 
CRITERIA 
 

The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age.  At issue is whether the Commissioners determine the 
building is significant enough to warrant designation.  
 
FINDINGS 
 

Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 

 


































