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FINDINGS
•

The Shepherd Residence "embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architecturaltype specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style or method of construction”
as an excellent and highly intact example of Neoclassical-style residential architecture.

CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

SUMMARY
Built in 1938, the Shepherd Residence is located at 626 North Siena Way in the Bel Air
neighborhood of Los Angeles. It was designed by noted architect William J. Gage for Willard E.
Shepherd and his wife, Helen Lawson Shepherd. It occupies an irregular lot on a gently sloping
site. The property is situated on the east side of Siena Way, between Chalon Road to the north
and Bellagio Road to the south. To the northeast and east, the property abuts a residential lot
fronting Bellagio Road which has been converted into a private Japanese garden known as the
Hannah Carter Japanese Garden.
The subject property consists of a two-story single-family dwelling, attached garage, detached
one-story servants’ quarters, pavilion, and swimming pool. The two-story house is designed in the
Neoclassical style with Regency Revival elements. The house is of wood frame construction with
exterior walls veneered in painted common brick and cement plaster. It has an irregular plan
consisting of a primary volume set at grade with a projecting wing to the south which incorporates
a semi-subterranean garage set into the hillside. The roof is a combination of intersecting hips
and gables with shallow boxed eaves and cornice and composition shingles. There are also two
prominent brick chimneys. Fenestration is varied and consists of single and double steel
casement windows with divided lights; fixed steel divided-light bays, some with awnings; fulllength steel fixed and casement windows with divided lights; wood double-hung windows; and
oval spider-web windows with wood casings and leaded obscure glass. The house’s interior plan
is characteristic of the formal organization of the Neoclassical style, but its finishes and decorative
elements also reflect the influence of the Regency Revival style. The plan consists of a
symmetrically composed and formally organized central block which includes the principal rooms
of the residence, and a projecting wing to the south which houses the service areas, servants’
quarters, and subterranean attached garage. Featured within the principal interior spaces are
wood parquet floors, plaster walls with decorative molding and paneling, fireplaces, and marble
mantels and floors.
William J. Gage studied architecture at the University of Illinois before being employed in 1911 by
Long, Lamoreaux and Long in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Gage then worked for firms in St. Paul,
Minnesota and Fargo, North Dakota before moving to Los Angeles via Seattle. He received his
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certificate to practice architecture in California in 1921. It was at this time that he formed his
partnership with Harry G. Koerner. One of their early works includes the 1928 Durex Model Home,
HCM #1025, in Los Feliz that served as the model home in the newly subdivided Los Feliz Hills
residential district created by Durex Quality Homes. Koerner and Gage’s best known work is
Beverly Hills City Hall, completed 1932. The Spanish Colonial Revival building was believed to be
the largest and most costly city hall in the United States at the time. Gage was also responsible
for the design of many fine residences in Los Angeles’ upscale residential neighborhoods
throughout the 1920s and 1930s, which included the 1933 Knudsen House, HCM #1129.
While the subject property has undergone some minor alterations over time, on the whole the
main residence, outbuildings, and grounds remain highly intact. The only substantial change to
the property occurred in 1952, when the detached servants’ quarters were constructed. Other
alterations appear to have been extremely limited and primarily cosmetic in nature. Exterior
alterations include replacement of the roof cladding of the main residence; the addition of fabric
awnings to the terrace and some windows on the secondary (east) façade; alteration of the
original driveway footprint and partial removal of the original curb to create additional parking in
front of the residence; paving of the driveway and parking area in brick; and paving of the service
drive and parking area in asphalt. One single wood double-hung window on the secondary (east)
façade may have been added or replaced. Interior alterations include the addition of a concrete
planter in the principal stairwell; the removal and/or replacement of some light fixtures; the
removal and/or replacement of some plumbing fixtures; and replacement of the original kitchen
counter.
The subject property was identified through the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as
eligible for designation or listing at the local, state, and national levels.

DISCUSSION
The Shepherd Residence successfully meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria. The
Shepherd Residence “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type
specimen, inherently valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction” as an
excellent and intact example of Neoclassical Revival-style residential architecture with Regency
Revival details. Period revival architectural styles were popular in the 1930s, but the Neoclassical
style was adopted for residential use less frequently than some of its contemporary counterparts,
particularly in Bel Air. As such, the subject property represents a relatively rare and intact example
of the style in Bel Air that maintains a high level of historic integrity.

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance,
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves
procedures for protection of the environment.”
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating,
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”
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The designation of the Shepherd Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with
Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that
future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts
to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the
continued preservation of the subject property.
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural
Monuments.
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and reconstruction
of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for the Treatment of Historic Properties.
Categorical Exemption ENV-2016-3233-CE was prepared on October 18, 2016.

BACKGROUND
On September 1, 2016 the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under
consideration.
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SUMMARY
Built in 1938, the Shepherd Residence, is located at 626 North Siena Way in the Bel Air
neighborhood of Los Angeles. It was designed by architect William J. Gage for Willard E.
Shepherd and his wife, Helen Lawson Shepherd. It occupies an irregular lot on a gently sloping
site. The property is situated on the east side of Siena Way, between Chalon Road to the north
and Bellagio Road to the south. To the northeast and east, the property abuts a residential lot
fronting Bellagio Road which has been converted into a private Japanese garden known as the
Hannah Carter Garden.
The two-story house is designed in the Neoclassical style with Regency Revival elements. The
house is of wood frame construction with exterior walls veneered in painted common brick and
cement plaster. It has an irregular plan consisting of a primary volume set at grade with a
projecting wing to the south which incorporates a semi-subterranean garage set into the hillside.
The roof is a combination of intersecting hips and gables with shallow boxed eaves and cornice
and composition shingles. The house’s interior plan is characteristic of the formal organization of
the Neoclassical style, but its finishes and decorative elements also reflect the influence of the
Regency Revival style. The plan consists of a symmetrically composed and formally organized
central block which includes the principal rooms of the residence, and a projecting wing to the
south which houses the service areas, servants’ quarters, and subterranean attached garage.
Character-defining features include:
Exterior
• Symmetrical composition of the primary façade
• Irregular plan
• Combination hipped and gabled roofs with shallow boxed eaves and cornice
• Brick chimneys
• Painted brick and cement plaster cladding with sill course
• Shallow brick steps
• Recessed entrance within paneled wood embrasure with oval windows, pilasters, and
swan’s neck pediment
• Paneled wood doors
• Sconces flanking entrance
• Steel, divided-light casement and fixed windows and wood double-hung windows
• Oval spider-web windows with leaded obscure glass
• Covered brick terrace on north façade
• Painted brick wall fronting Siena Way with lanterns
• Semicircular driveway
• Swimming pool and pavilion
Interior
• Principal rooms arranged in a symmetrically composed formal plan
• Wood parquet, marble tile, and resilient flooring
• Plaster walls with decorative plaster molding or decorative paneling and dados
• Flat or coved plaster ceilings with cornices, crown molding, or soffits
• Fireplaces with marble mantels or wood mantels and marble surrounds
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William J. Gage studied architecture at the University of Illinois before being employed in 1911 by
Long, Lamoreaux and Long in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Gage then worked for firms in St. Paul,
Minnesota and Fargo, North Dakota before moving to Los Angeles via Seattle. He received his
certificate to practice architecture in California in 1921. It was at this time that he formed his
partnership with Harry G. Koerner. One of their early works includes the 1928 Durex Model Home,
HCM #1025, in Los Feliz that served as the model home in the newly subdivided Los Feliz Hills
residential district created by Durex Quality Homes. Koerner and Gage’s best known work is
Beverly Hills City Hall, completed 1932. The Spanish Colonial Revival building was believed to be
the largest and most costly city hall in the United States at the time. Gage was also responsible
for the design of many fine residences in Los Angeles’ upscale residential neighborhoods
throughout the 1920s and 1930s, which included the 1933 Knudsen House, HCM #1129.
While the subject property has undergone some minor alterations over time, on the whole the
main residence, outbuildings, and grounds remain highly intact. The only substantial change to
the property occurred in 1952, when the detached servants’ quarters were constructed. Other
alterations appear to have been extremely limited and primarily cosmetic in nature. Exterior
alterations include replacement of the roof cladding of the main residence; the addition of fabric
awnings to the terrace and some windows on the secondary (east) façade; alteration of the
original driveway footprint and partial removal of the original curb to create additional parking in
front of the residence; paving of the driveway and parking area in brick; and paving of the service
drive and parking area in asphalt. One single wood double-hung window on the secondary (east)
façade may have been added or replaced. Interior alterations include the addition of a concrete
planter in the principal stairwell; the removal and/or replacement of some light fixtures; the
removal and/or replacement of some plumbing fixtures; and replacement of the original kitchen
counter.
The property was identified through the citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, as eligible
for designation or listing at the local, state, and national levels.
CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures or
sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community is
reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important events
in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.

FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

A. Proposed Monument Description

The subject property is located at 626 Siena Way in the Bel Air neighborhood of Los Angeles. It
occupies an irregular lot on a gently sloping site. The property is situated on the east side of Siena
Way, between Chalon Road to the north and Bellagio Road to the south. The neighborhood is
exclusively residential, and the property is bounded to the northwest and south by single-family
residences. To the northeast and east, the property abuts a residential lot fronting Bellagio Road which
has been converted into a private Japanese garden.1 The property fronts Siena Way to the west and is
accessed via a semicircular driveway and parking area paved in brick set in a herringbone pattern. A
low wall of painted common brick spans the distance between the two driveway entrances along
Siena Way and is topped at each end by a metal lantern.
The lot is improved with a single-family residence with attached garage, swimming pool, and pavilion,
all constructed in 1938, along with an accessory building of more recent construction. The main
residence is situated in the approximate center of the lot and is set back from the street. The northern
and eastern portions of the lot are composed of expansive lawns bordered by mature trees and
landscaping. The eastern boundary of the property is defined by a series of terraced retaining walls set
into the hillside. The accessory building, which was originally constructed as servants’ quarters, is
situated to the south of the main residence and is connected to the house by a paved service court.
The swimming pool and pavilion are situated to the southeast of the main residence, behind the
servants’ quarters.
The two-story house is designed in the Neoclassical style with Regency Revival elements common to
the period. It is set at grade and is accessed via a set of shallow brick steps. The house is of wood
frame construction with exterior walls veneered in painted common brick and cement plaster. It has
an irregular plan consisting of a primary volume set at grade with a projecting wing to the south which
incorporates a semi-subterranean garage set into the hillside. The roof is a combination of intersecting
hips and gables with shallow boxed eaves and cornice and composition shingles. There are two
prominent exterior brick chimneys: one is a single-flue chimney located on the north façade, and one
is a triple-flue chimney located on the south façade. An additional interior double-flue chimney
projects from the northern portion of the roof.

1 The Japanese Garden, known as the Hannah Carter Garden, occupies a separate parcel but is associated with the 626 Siena Way property.
This nomination is only for the residence at 626 Siena Way.

3

The primary (west) façade is symmetrically composed with a formally organized central block flanked
by symmetrical projecting volumes with latticed front gables. A sill course separates the first story from
the second story of the projecting volumes. The primary entrance is flanked by a pair of sconces and is
set within a paneled wood embrasure with oval windows. The embrasure is flanked by fluted pilasters
and topped by a swan’s neck pediment. The entrance doors are a pair of paneled wood doors with
metal hardware and are topped by a leaded glass spider-web fanlight.
The secondary (east) façade is asymmetrically composed with projecting wings to the north and south.
The projecting wings frame a brick terrace sheltered by a projecting second-floor balcony supported by
slender wood posts and defined by a decorative wood balustrade with metal balusters. Three
secondary entrances lead from the terrace to the principal rooms on the first floor. These entrances
consist of paneled wood screen doors paired with paneled wood partially glazed pocket doors with
divided lights.
Fenestration is varied and consists of single and double steel casement windows with divided lights,
some with louvered or paneled shutters; fixed steel divided-light bays, some with awnings; and fulllength steel fixed and casement windows with divided lights; wood double-hung windows with single
or divided lights; and oval spider-web windows with wood casings and leaded obscure glass.
A swimming pool, pavilion, and servants’ quarters are situated to the south of the main residence. The
pool and pavilion were completed in 1938 as part of the initial development of the property. The
pool area is defined on the east, south, and west by a low concrete balustrade. The swimming pool is
surrounded by a brick and concrete patio with a landscaped border. A diving board is located at the
western end of the pool. The one-story pavilion is of wood frame construction clad in plaster. It has an
irregular plan with low horizontal massing and a flat roof with boxed eaves and a cornice. The roof is
topped by a decorative metal balustrade with wood balusters. The primary (north) façade lacks
fenestration and is symmetrically composed with three bays accented by paired fluted pilasters. The
primary entrance is situated in the center bay within an exedra. The entrance consists of a pair of
paneled wood doors with metal hardware. Secondary entrances are located on the east and west
facades; the entrance on the east façade consists of a single wood door partially glazed with frosted
glass, and the entrance on the west façade consists of a single wood paneled door.
The one-story servants’ quarters, completed in 1952, is of wood frame construction clad in wood
weatherboard. It has a rectangular plan with a projecting rear volume and a shallow hipped roof with
composition shingles.
Interiors
The house’s interior plan is characteristic of the formal organization of the Neoclassical style, but its
finishes and decorative elements also reflect the influence of the Regency Revival style which was
emerging during this period. The plan consists of a symmetrically composed and formally organized
central block which includes the principal rooms of the residence, and a projecting wing to the south
which houses the service areas, servants’ quarters, and subterranean attached garage.
The interiors of the first floor principal rooms are finished primarily with wood parquet floors, walls
finished in plaster with decorative plaster molding or decorative paneling and dados, and flat plaster
ceilings with cove molding or cornices. The living room, library, and dining room feature fireplaces
with marble mantels. The first floor service areas are more simply finished, with resilient flooring, walls
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finished in plain plaster or printed wallpaper, and coved or flat plaster ceilings with soffits or crown
molding.
The interiors of the second floor principal rooms are finished primarily with carpeted or marble floors,
walls finished with plaster with decorative plaster molding or decorative paneling and dados, and flat
plaster ceilings with cove or crown molding. Some bedrooms feature fireplaces with marble mantels or
wood mantels with marble surrounds. Service areas are finished with resilient flooring, plain plaster
walls, and flat plaster ceilings with crown molding.
Alterations
While the subject property has undergone some minor alterations over time, on the whole the main
residence, outbuildings, and grounds remain highly intact. The only substantial change to the property
occurred in 1952, when the detached servants’ quarters were constructed. Other alterations appear to
have been extremely limited and primarily cosmetic in nature. Exterior alterations include replacement
of the roof cladding of the main residence; the addition of fabric awnings to the terrace and some
windows on the secondary (east) façade; alteration of the original driveway footprint and partial
removal of the original curb to create additional parking in front of the residence; paving of the
driveway and parking area in brick; and paving of the service drive and parking area in asphalt. One
single wood double-hung window on the secondary (east) façade may have been added or replaced.
Interior alterations include the addition of a concrete planter in the principal stairwell; the removal
and/or replacement of some light fixtures; the removal and/or replacement of some plumbing
fixtures; and replacement of the original kitchen counter.
Character-Defining Features
The period of significance for the residence at 626 Siena Way is 1938, when initial construction was
completed. The property retains substantial and significant exterior and interior character-defining
features which reflect the original Neoclassical style design as envisioned by architect William J. Gage.
Exterior character-defining features include:

















Symmetrical composition of the primary façade
Irregular plan
Two-story height with semi-subterranean garage
Combination hipped and gabled roofs with shallow boxed eaves and cornice
Brick chimneys
Painted brick and cement plaster cladding with sill course
Shallow brick steps
Recessed entrance within paneled wood embrasure with oval windows, pilasters, and swan’s
neck pediment
Paneled wood double entrance doors with metal hardware and fanlight
Sconces flanking entrance
Steel, divided-light casement windows, some with louvered or paneled shutters
Steel, divided-light fixed windows
Oval spider-web windows with leaded obscure glass
Wood double-hung windows with single or divided lights
Covered brick terrace on north façade sheltered by projecting balcony supported by slender
wood posts and defined by metal balustrade and wood balusters
Paneled wood screen doors
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Paneled wood partially glazed pocket doors with divided lights
Painted brick wall fronting Siena Way with lanterns
Semicircular driveway
Swimming pool
Swimming pavilion
Concrete garden balustrades defining pool area

Interior character-defining features include:






Principal rooms arranged in a symmetrically composed formal plan
Wood parquet, marble tile, and resilient flooring
Plaster walls with decorative plaster molding or decorative paneling and dados
Flat or coved plaster ceilings with cornices, crown molding, or soffits
Fireplaces with marble mantels or wood mantels and marble surrounds

Integrity
Historic integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance and is defined as the “authenticity
of a property’s historic identity, evidenced by the survival of physical characteristics that existed during
the property’s prehistoric or historic period.”2 The period of significance for the residence at 626 Siena
Way is 1938, when initial construction was completed. The National Park Service defines seven
aspects of integrity for historic resources. These are location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. The integrity of the subject property is evaluated below based on these seven
aspects:

2



Location: The residence remains on its original site. It therefore retains integrity of location.



Design: The residence is largely intact and has undergone only minor alterations over time. It
retains a majority of the character-defining features of its original design by William L. Gage.
No significant character-defining features have been substantially altered or removed, and
none of the alterations have significantly impacted the building’s ability to convey its historic
significance as an excellent and highly intact example of a Neoclassical residence with Regency
Revival influences. It therefore retains integrity of design.



Setting: The surrounding community of Bel Air has retained its exclusively residential
character, and the area remains a low-density single-family residential neighborhood. The
property therefore retains integrity of setting.



Materials: As outlined above, the property has undergone some alterations but on the whole
remains highly intact. The property retains most of its original features and materials, including
original exterior and interior cladding, interior and exterior doors, fenestration, flooring,

U.S. Department of the Interior, National Register Bulletin 16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form (Washington
D.C.: National Park Service) 1997, 4.
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decorative moldings and trims, built-in cabinetry, ornamental hardware, lighting fixtures,
plumbing fixtures, and kitchen cabinetry and appliances. It therefore retains integrity of
materials.


Workmanship: As outlined above, the property retains its historic character-defining features
and materials, and therefore illustrates the aesthetic principles of its Neoclassical design by
architect William J. Gage. It therefore retains integrity of workmanship.



Feeling: Because the property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and
workmanship, it continues to convey the aesthetic and historic sense of its original design. It
therefore retains integrity of feeling.



Association: Integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling combine
to convey integrity of association. Because the property retains the first six aspects of integrity,
it continues to convey its Neoclassical design by noted architect William J. Gage, and therefore
retains integrity of association.

B. Statement of Significance

The subject property at 626 Siena Way meets the following Historic-Cultural Monument Criteria:


It embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural-type specimen, inherently
valuable for study of a period, style, or method of construction as an excellent and highly
intact example of Neoclassical-style residential architecture designed by noted architect
William J. Gage. It is a highly intact example of the style in the Bel Air neighborhood of Los
Angeles.

Development of Bel Air
The community of Bel Air was first developed beginning in 1922 by Alphonzo Edward Bell (18751947). The Bell family was already well-known for its contributions to the development of Southern
California: Bell’s father, James George Bell, owned the Bell Station Ranch (now the City of Bell) and
was one of the founders of Occidental College, and his mother was descended from the Hollenbeck
family; Ed Hollenbeck founded the First National Bank and developed parts of East Los Angeles.3 Bell
attended Occidental College and distinguished himself as a gentleman athlete, winning bronze and
silver medals for tennis in the 1904 Olympics. While in school, Bell had inherited 110 acres of
farmland from his uncle, which he subdivided and invested the profits in more land.4 Following his
graduation from college, after a short-lived pursuit of ministry as a career, Bell met and married his
wife Minnewa. The couple settled at Bell Station, and Alphonzo Bell began purchasing land around
the ranch and in Santa Fe Springs, where Bell persuaded the Union Oil Company to drill for oil on his

3 Jan Loomis, Westside Chronicles: Historic Stories of West Los Angeles (Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2012), 36. See also Michael
Gross’s Unreal Estate: Money, Ambition, and the Lust For Land in Los Angeles (New York: Broadway Books, 2011).
4 Gross, 100.
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property.5 A lucky strike transformed Bell into one of the richest oil men in California: his Santa Fe
Springs field would be producing a sixth of America’s oil by 1923.6
However, after one of the wells on his property caught fire, Alphonzo Bell felt his family was
endangered by the drilling activities taking place near the family home. In 1922 Bell relocated his
family to Beverly Hills, where they remained for several months while he and Frank Meline, a
prominent real estate developer who brokered Beverly Hills lot sales for the Rodeo Land and Water
Company, negotiated a deal to purchase the expansive La Quinta estate near Beverly Glen previously
owned by Jake Danziger and Daisy Canfield Danziger. La Quinta consisted of an elaborate residence
situated on several hundred acres of land, which was bounded generally by present-day Mullholland
Boulevard to the north, Beverly Glen to the east, present-day Sunset Boulevard to the south, and
Stone Canyon to the west. Bell retained the Canfield residence and a portion of the surrounding
acreage for his family’s use and, with the assistance of Frank Meline, subdivided the rest of the severalhundred-acre estate for residential development.
From the start, Alphonzo Bell knew that it might be a challenge to draw prospective residents to the
new subdivision, which he christened “Bel Air.” The area was still relatively isolated, the terrain still
rugged and steep, and as Jeffrey Hyland explains, “No matter how much potential buyers might
admire Bel-Air’s dramatic hillsides and views, they needed to find schools for their children, visit their
friends in Los Angeles, and purchase groceries and everyday supplies.”7 However, Bell also anticipated
that the benefits of Bel Air would outweigh the challenges.
Bell realized that affluent Angelenos could now live in the hills, because automobiles
were becoming more popular and mobility was greatly increased, and he recognized
that views would be an important feature of any expensive home. With water, the
empty hillsides could be transformed into garden paradises. Finally, Bell expected that
properties closer to the Pacific Ocean would become greatly desirable, because that
had cooler summer and fall temperatures and ocean breezes in this area before air
conditioning.8
In addition to relying on the skills and expertise of developer and promoter Frank Meline, Bell
commissioned a team of seasoned professionals to assist him in his development endeavours: engineer
Wilkie Woodward, who carried out the actual subdivision of the land and addressed critical issues
such as roads, utilities, and water drainage; noted architect Mark Daniels, who designed the Bel-Air
Administration Building, the adjacent Bel-Air Tea Room, and many early residences, and also headed
the architectural committee; and landscape architect Aurele Vermeulen, who planned the extensive
plantings along the roads and was available to assist buyers with the landscaping of their estates.9

5
6
7
8
9

Loomis, 37.
Gross, 101, and Jeffrey Hyland, The Legendary Estates of Beverly Hills (New York: Rizzoli, 2008), 241.
Hyland, 241.
Hyland, 241.
Hyland, 241.
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The first batch of 128 fully-improved Bel Air lots between Sunset Boulevard and Bell’s own estate
ranged from three-quarters of an acre to more than ten acres and cost $7,500 to $30,000, and deeds
required a minimum expenditure of $15,000 on houses as well as a formal architectural review.10 Each
residence was fully customized to the owner; no model or spec houses were constructed. According
to author and historian Jeffrey Hyland, “no detail was too small to escape Bell’s attention.”11 The care
taken in the design, planning, and execution of the subdivision extended to the selection of potential
residents and their tastes, as well.
Bell subdivided the land into estates of one acre or more, and each property carefully
followed the topography to that most homes would have an unobstructed view. To
give Bel-Air a settled look from the start, workers planted thousands of trees and
shrubs along the roads.
No detail was too small to escape Bell’s attention. His architectural committee, which
was headed by Mark Daniels, had to approve both an owner’s architectural and
landscape plans before construction of an estate could begin. Bell installed
underground utilities at great cost, because he didn’t want utility poles to line the roads
and disturb the visual aesthetics. Bell even hired highly accomplished architect
Carleton Winslow “to apply architectural artistry to the smaller details of the great
estate [tract], improving the natural grandeur and woodland beauty.”12
Author Michael Gross adds that there was also a vetting process for purchasers.
“References are required,” an offering explained, “and credentials are carefully
investigated.” Bell quietly directed that no sales be made on Sundays, and neither
movie people nor Jews were allowed to buy. Nonwhites were also barred, as in nextdoor Beverly Hills.13
Beyond the initial 200-acre tract, Bell offered to plan estates of any size in the outlying land.14
“Purchases of other parts of the tract will have the opportunity of selecting the land which they wish
to buy from any on the subdivision,” noted the Los Angeles Times. “The topography of the several
parts of the tract may be considered by this method.”15
Lot sales and construction commenced in late 1922, although Alphonzo Bell did not receive formal
approval for the development of Bel Air from the City Planning Commission until August 1923.16 Bell
continued to develop Bel Air throughout the 1920s, completing the Bel-Air Administration Building,
the Bel-Air Country Club, the associated Bel-Air Beach Club, and the Bel-Air Stables and bridle trails,

10
11
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13
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16

Gross, 102.
Hyland, 242.
Hyland, 242.
Gross, 102.
Hyland, 244.
“Open Danziger Estate Today,” Los Angeles Times, October 15, 1922.
Hyland, 243.

9

as well as the East and West Gates and numerous landscaped improvements. Residential lot sales in
Bel Air throughout the 1920s were steady, if not exuberant. Michael Gross characterizes the new
residents of the fledgling subdivision as “relatively anonymous compared to the show-offs who were
flocking to Beverly Hills, but numerous nonetheless…Not one of their names would ring a bell today.
But they would afford houses that cost far more than Bell’s minimums; by 1927, several six-figure
residences were rising in Bel Air.”17
Despite his early successes, the stock market crash of 1929 and the subsequent economic depression
effectively halted Bell’s dreams of developing Bel Air. Land sales in the subdivision fell dramatically
and oil production at Bell’s Santa Fe ranch was declining; without his oil revenue, Bell quickly became
overextended in his real estate ventures.18 In 1931, after several years of legal battles, financial and
development struggles, and personal and family difficulties, Alphonzo Bell effectively retired, handing
sales in Bel Air and its beach club to Charles B. Hopper.19
Author Michael Gross argues that Bell’s retirement proved to be a turning point for Bel Air.20 Indeed,
Hopper lifted many of the restrictions on potential residents originally enforced by Bell which, along
with additional subdivisions, ultimately ensured the success of the development. Hopper realized that
the economic effects of the Great Depression had limited homebuying power, even among wealthy
and upscale residents, and Bel Air would have to expand its offerings to remain competitive with
nearby Beverly Hills. As Hopper noted, “there simply weren’t enough people of great means to
populate both areas.”21 Hopper’s recognition of the limited market for such properties motivated him
to open up additional roads into the lateral canyons of Bel Air, which created new tracts for
subdivision, and land sales began to regain their momentum by 1933.22
In 1941 Alphonzo Bell sold his Bel Air estate, now known as the Capo di Monte, and moved his
family to the Bel-Air Club. Following World War II, an ailing Bell transferred control of the Alphonzo
E. Bell Corporation to his son, Alphonzo Bell, Jr., who sold the remaining undeveloped land in western
Bel Air to developers to alleviate potential financial burdens to the family. Postwar real estate
developers were eager to capitalize on the mid-century building boom, and building activity in the area
skyrocketed. However, the character of development in the postwar years exhibited a marked
departure from the early residences of Bel Air. Lots and homes alike were smaller and easier to
maintain, and expressed many of the newfound architectural styles popularized in the postwar era. As
time went on and styles and tastes changed, properties within Bel Air were redeveloped, and the
character of the community evolved to include more modern interpretations of traditional
architectural styles. Today, Bel Air is composed of a variety of residences which reflect design and
planning principles dating from the subdivision’s initial development in the 1920s to the present day.
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626 Siena Way
The lot comprising the subject property was first recorded in 1925 as part of Tract No. 7656. Initially,
the lot encompassed nearly two acres of land which fronted both Bellagio Road to the east and Siena
Way to the west. Due to the disparity in topography between the portion of the lot facing Siena Way,
which was flat, and the portion facing Bellagio Road, which was steeply sloped, the lot historically
functioned as two separate parcels.
In 1925 Harry Rea Callender, an insurance broker and real estate developer, purchased the site in Bel
Air with an eye towards creating a place where he could escape the pressures of daily life. Callender
and his wife, Ada, already owned a home in Windsor Square, so instead he asked noted landscape
architect A. E. Hanson (1893-1986), who had previously designed the garden of the Callenders’
Windsor Square home, to design a private garden retreat on the Bel Air lot. Nicknamed “The Oaks,”
the garden was entered at the bottom of the hill off Bellagio Road. A. E. Hanson’s plan for the
Callender property called for a rustic, park-like retreat with several improvements designed for
recreational purposes. No reference is made to the portion of the property fronting Siena Way in A. E.
Hanson’s autobiography discussing the development of the original garden for Harry Callender; as the
entrance to the Callender garden was located on Bellagio Road, it is believed that this flat portion of
the land which reflects the present-day parcel boundaries remained vacant and undeveloped.
Harry Callender passed away in 1928, only a short time after the execution of Hanson’s design for
The Oaks was completed. Following her husband’s death, Ada Patterson Callender eventually sold the
property in 1937 to Willard E. Shepherd and his wife, Helen Lawson Shepherd, for a reported
$40,000.23 Shepherd, an industrialist with his own tractor company, hired architect William J. Gage in
1938 to design a residence on the previously undeveloped portion of the property fronting Siena
Way.24 Gage also designed a swimming pool and pavilion as well as a series of retaining walls along
the terraced hillside abutting the garden.
In 1943, Willard E. Shepherd died unexpectedly at the age of 53. The following year his widow sold
the property to Mr. and Mrs. Harry G. Atwood, who were relocating from Peoria, Illinois.25 The
property changed hands again in 1951 when it was purchased by Lucille Parker Wright, wife of
“baking powder king” Warren Wright, who had established the Calumet Baking Powder Company as
well as the Calumet Farm racing stables in Lexington, Kentucky. 26 Thoroughbreds from the stable
frequently raced at Santa Anita and Hollywood Park, and it is likely that that this motivated the
purchase of the Siena Way property. Several months after the transfer, Warren Wright died after a
long illness, and Lucille Wright assumed management of Calumet Farm. It was announced in an
interview in the Los Angeles Times that she would now divide her time between Kentucky and
Southern California, spending six months of the year in Lexington and six in Bel Air.27 In 1952 Lucille
Wright married Gene Markey, journalist, screenwriter, and producer of motion pictures for Twentieth
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“Six Bel-Air Sales Total $77,750,” Los Angeles Times, June 6, 1937.
“Home to Contain Fourteen Rooms,” Los Angeles Times, March 27, 1938.
“Estate Sale Tops $90,000,” Los Angeles Times, November 19, 1944.
“Mrs. Warren Wright of Calumet Farms and Gene Markey to Marry,” Los Angeles Times, September 19, 1952.
“Warren Wright’s Wife Called ‘Mrs. Calumet,’” Los Angeles Times, December 26, 1951.
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Century-Fox. The couple continued to divide their time between several homes, including the
residence in Bel Air. It was during this time that the only significant recorded alterations were made to
the property: an accessory building, to be used as servants’ quarters, was completed in 1952 to the
south of the main residence, and an additional bedroom and bath was added to the same building in
1955.
In 1959, the Markeys sold the property to Gordon Greene Guiberson and his wife, Verabelle.
Guiberson, a manufacturer who had made his fortune in the Texas oil industry, possessed a lifelong
affinity for horticulture. His mother, Ethel Guiberson, had been particularly interested in Japanese
landscapes, and following her death Gordon Guiberson was inspired to create a Japanese-style garden
in her memory. It was the Guibersons’ stewardship which transformed the Callenders’ original rustic
retreat on the adjoining hillside into a distinctive Japanese stroll garden.
In 1964, the property was acquired from the Guibersons by UCLA regent Edward Carter. At the time
Carter negotiated an agreement that would subdivide the property: he and his wife, Hannah, would
purchase the flat portion of the lot that fronted Siena Way and contained the main residence and
accessory buildings, and UCLA – using funds donated by Carter – would purchase the hillslope
portion which fronted Bellagio Road and included the Japanese-style garden.28 The lot was officially
subdivided along these historical boundaries as part of the sale of the property. UCLA assumed
ownership and stewardship of the adjoining garden at that time, which was later renamed the Hannah
Carter Japanese Garden in honor Carter’s wife. Edward Carter later conveyed title to the property at
626 Siena Way to UCLA in 1971, subject to a life estate. The Carters continued to reside at 626
Siena Way until Edward Carter’s death in 1996; following his passing, Hannah Carter remained in the
home until 2006. (She later died in 2009 at the age of 94.)
UCLA assumed stewardship of the subject property when Hannah Carter vacated the residence in
2006. In 2010, the University sought to sell the property; however, the interpretation of several
subsequent revisions to the original agreement between the Carters and UCLA sparked a series of
legal battles between the University and Carter heirs. The residence at 626 Siena Way and the
Hannah Carter Japanese Garden were both eventually sold in a sealed-bid auction in 2016.29
Neoclassical Architecture
The Neoclassical style includes elements of the late-18th century Classical Revival and Adam (Federal) styles,
as well as the early19th-century Greek Revival style, sometimes combining them in the same building. The
Classical Revival style was influenced by the work of the 16th century Italian architect Andrea Palladio, who
adapted Roman temple forms to residential design. The style is characterized by a dominant entrance
portico, usually full height, with classical columns supporting a pediment, and the frequent use of the
tripartite Venetian (Palladian) window as a focal point. The Classical Revival style was championed in the

28

“Details Concerning Edward Carter Gift of Garden to UCLA Disclosed,” Los Angeles Times, November 5, 1969. See also “UCLA
Purchases Japanese Gardens,” Los Angeles Times, March 14, 1965.
29 “UCLA Sells Landmark Japanese Garden for $12.5 Million,” Los Angeles Times, June 3, 2016, http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/lame-ln-ucla-garden-20160603-snap-story.html (accessed June 21, 2016.)
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United States by Thomas Jefferson, whose designs for the Virginia state capitol, the University of Virginia, and
his own home, Monticello, are among the finest American examples of the style.
The Greek Revival was based on classical Greek, rather than Roman, precedents and was popular in the
United States from about 1830 until the outbreak of the Civil War. It is usually characterized by simple
forms and bold classical details, including Etruscan or Greek Doric columns and heavy entablatures at the
eave and porch.
Neoclassical styles did not achieve the broader popularity of their related American Colonial Revival
contemporary in the 1920s and 1930s. The style is best identified by its symmetrical façade typically
dominated by a full-height porch with the roof supported by classical columns. Later examples begin to
show influences of the Regency Revival, including attenuated columns. Like the Renaissance Revival, the
Neoclassical style was widely used for imposing civic buildings, institutional buildings, and banks.
Character-defining features include:
 Symmetrical façade
 Rectangular plan, sometimes with side wings
 Low-pitched hipped or side gable roof
 Exterior walls clad in masonry veneer or horizontal wood siding
 Paneled wood entrance door with sidelights, transom light, and classical surround
 Double-hung, divided light wood sash windows, sometimes with louvered wood shutters
 Venetian (Palladian) window or round or elliptical accent windows (Neoclassical)
 Semicircular or elliptical fanlights over entrance doors (Neoclassical)
 Pedimented entrance portico, usually full height, supported on classical columns (Neoclassical and
Greek Revival)
 Wide classical entablatures (Greek Revival)
 Roof balustrade (Classical Revival)
 Decorative details including swags, garlands, urns, and grotesques
Regency Revival Architecture
The Regency Revival style is indigenous to Los Angeles.30 It is seen almost exclusively in the design of singlefamily and multi-family residential architecture from the mid-1930s until about 1970; most examples date to
the 1960s, although there are some examples from the pre-World War II era. It was primarily used in the
design of single-family residences and smaller commercial buildings.
The style references in part the architecture and design that developed in Britain in the early 19th century. In
particular, the years 1811 to 1820 when the Prince of Wales, later King George IV, served as Prince Regent
during the long, final illness of his incapacitated father King George III. Like the original Regency style,
Regency Revival includes elements of Neoclassical and French Empire design; however, the attenuated
classical ornament and simple surfaces reflect the influence of the Modern Movement.

30

The style continued in the post-World War II period; later examples are commonly referred to as Hollywood Regency.
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The style first appeared in the United States in the mid-1930s as a stripped-down version of Neoclassicism
that exhibited both the influence of Moderne styles and the simplified yet exaggerated qualities of
Hollywood film sets. Its early development was interrupted by World War II and the resulting halt of
construction.
Character-defining features include:
 Symmetrical façade
 Tall, steeply pitched mansard, hipped or gable roofs, especially over entrance; frequently a flat roof
over remainder
 Blank wall surfaces veneered in smooth plaster; some examples may have brick veneer or wood
 Vertically exaggerated arched entrance doors, sometimes set in projecting pavilions
 Tall, narrow windows, often with arched tops
 Eccentrically detailed and unconventionally proportioned Neoclassical features including doubleheight porticoes, thin columns, pediments, fluted pilasters, niches, and balconettes with iron railings
 Exaggerated applied ornament, such as large lanterns or sconces
William J. Gage
While noted Southern California architect William Gage is perhaps best known for his design of the
Beverly Hills City Hall with Harry G. Koerner, he was also responsible for the design of many fine
residences in Los Angeles’ upscale residential neighborhoods throughout the 1920s and 1930s.
Unlike many of his contemporaries of the period, Gage was already an established architect by the
time he settled in Los Angeles. Born on March 8, 1891, in New York City, William John Gage, Jr. was
educated in Champaign, Illinois, where he graduated from high school in 1909. He enrolled at the
University of Illinois in Urbana, where he received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1913. Upon his
graduation from college he moved to Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he found work as an
architectural draftsman with the noted firm of Long, Lamoreaux & Long. Gage subsequently worked
for several firms in Minneapolis and, later, St. Cloud, Minnesota, where began establishing his first
partnership, Buckley & Gage, in 1914. Gage later relocated to Fargo, North Dakota, where he met and
married his wife, Eva Elizabeth Holden, in 1915 and established another partnership, Ashelman &
Gage.
In 1920 the Gages moved to Southern California. Together with architect Harry G. Koerner, William
Gage established the architectural firm of Koerner and Gage in Los Angeles.31 In 1921, Gage received
his license to practice architecture in California; that same year witnessed the earliest recorded
mention of the firm’s work: a one-story brick shop and garage building on Western Avenue near
Sunset Boulevard for C. H. Stillwell.32 Other small commercial projects were recorded in the following

31 A 1922 Los Angeles Times article notes that in the earliest years of their partnership, the firm was known as Koerner-Gage. However, by
the 1930s, the pair was operating under Koerner and Gage. See “Commercial Buildings for Growing Business Center,” Los Angeles Times,
March 19, 1922.
32 “Brick Stores and Garage,” Southwest Builder and Contractor 58 no. 26 (December 23, 1921): 18.
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years; however, the firm did not rise to prominence until 1930, when Koerner and Gage received the
commission to design the Beverly Hills City Hall. By that time, the firm had relocated its offices to
Beverly Hills and had already completed – or would go on to complete – several notable commercial,
institutional, and residential commissions in the area.
Records held by the American Institute of Architects indicate that William Gage and Harry Koerner
dissolved their partnership in 1932. Gage established a solo architectural practice in Beverly Hills,
where he and his wife continued to reside through the 1940s and where Gage was characterized as a
“civic leader” when he attended a gala reception with Hollywood luminaries at Pickfair in 1936.33
Much of Gage’s work throughout the 1930s and 1940s was focused in Beverly Hills and the adjacent
upscale neighborhoods of western Los Angeles. He designed several residences in Bel Air in the
1930s; in addition to the Shepherd residence at 626 Siena Way, he also designed an addition to a
residence for film producer Mervyn LeRoy,34 and a residence for industrialist John Phelan Shirley.35
In 1946 William Gage and his wife relocated to Santa Ana, where he maintained his architectural
practice until 1952. Although Gage was also associated with Eger & Associates, a Compton-based
firm, during this period, his body of work primarily focused on properties in Santa Ana, including the
design for Community Hospital of Santa Ana with Martin Stein, Jr. By 1954, however, Gage had
retired and withdrawn from the American Institute of Architects.
William Gage died on September 28, 1965, in Santa Ana, California.
Conclusion
626 Siena Way is significant as an excellent and intact example of Neoclassical Revival-style residential
architecture with Regency Revival details. Period Revival architectural styles were popular in the
1930s, but the Neoclassical style was adopted for residential design less frequently than some of its
contemporary counterparts, particularly in Bel Air. As such, the subject property represents a relatively
rare and highly intact example of the style in Bel Air. Additionally, all three components of the original
plan at 626 Siena Way – main residence, swimming pool, and pavilion – have retained most of their
character-defining features, finishes, and materials from the period of construction and exhibit an
exceptionally high degree of integrity for a residential property from this period. William J. Gage was a
prominent practitioner who is perhaps most recognized for his design of the Beverly Hills City Hall
with Harry G. Koerner.

33 “City Landmark Assessment & Evaluation Report: Beverly Hills City Hall, 450 North Crescent Drive, Beverly Hills, CA,” prepared for the
City of Beverly Hills Community Development Department Planning Division by Ostashay & Associates Consulting, April 2013.
34 “Building Permit Applications Made,” Los Angeles Times, February 25, 1934.
35 “Residential Investment of Around $85,000,” Los Angeles Times, June 6, 1937.
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COPIES OF BUILDING PERMITS FOR MAJOR ALTERATIONS (include first construction permits)

CONTEMPORARY PHOTOS

View of primary façade

View of primary façade

View looking east from street.

Primary (west) façade, view looking northeast.

Primary entrance, west façade.

.
Detail, primary (west) façade.

Rear (east) façade, view looking northwest.

Covered patio, rear (east) façade, view looking south.

Rear (east) façade, view looking west.

View of yard, pool, and pavilion, looking east from house. Photo from 626Siena.com.

Pool and pavilion, view looking southeast.

Primary entrance, interior.

Entrance Hall, view looking north.

Entrance hall detail.

Entrance hall stairway. Photo from 626Siena.com.

Living Room. Photo from 626Siena.com.

Dining Room

Library

Library Detail

Master Bedroom

HISTORICAL PHOTOS

Primary (west) Façade
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Front entrance detail,
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Stairway
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Entrance Hall
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Living Room
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Library
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Dining Room
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.

Master Bedroom
“Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. E. Shepherd, Bel-Air – William J. Gage, Architect,” Architectural Digest 10 no. 2: 42-46.
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