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RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 HANNAH SCHWARTZ APARTMENTS 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 
  
APPLICANT’S Portia Lee 
REPRESENTATIVE: ICF International 
 811 West 7th Street, Suite 800 
 Los Angeles, CA  90017 
  

OWNER: Rhea Dersh and Gertrude Kay 
    19012 Kingsbury Street 
    Northridge, CA  91326 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles Administrative Code 
Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7   

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]    
      
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachment: January 20, 2011 Staff Report 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: March 17, 2011 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-68-HCM 
                    ENV-2011-69-CE 
 
Location: 330 S. Almont Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 352 of TR 7615 
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FINDING 

 
1. The building is associated with a master builder, designer, or architect, as a notable 

work of Paul R. Williams. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1947, this four-story multi-family residential building exhibits character-defining features 
of the International Style and Streamline Moderne.  The subject building is rectangular in plan 
and located at the corner of W. Burton Way and S. Almont Drive.  It has a flat roof with 
composition shingles and a simple ledge.  The front elevation is divided into four bays that 
consecutively recess beginning with the northernmost bay. The corner bay has a lower roofline.   
A recessed entrance is located on the ground floor and flanked by grid-like decorative screens 
with square openings.  Exterior upper floor corridors leading to units have balustrades 
consisting of solid horizontal bands with rounded corners.  The fourth floor balustrade is mid-
length across only two bays.  Full-length vertical rectangular piers bisect the main elevation from 
the roofline to the ground-floor.  A full length double-row screen with square openings is located 
at the corner of the subject building from the roofline to the ground-floor.  Windows are 
rectangular and square casement windows with metal mullions arranged in triple rows with 
variations in size.  The exterior is sheathed in smooth stucco.  Landscape features include some 
shrubbery.        
 
The proposed Hannah Schwartz Apartments historic monument was designed by architect Paul 
R. Williams (1894-1980).  Williams was one of the foremost architects of Los Angeles in the 
mid-twentieth century, designing thousands of private homes as well as public and commercial 
buildings.  Williams was also the first certified African-American architect west of the Mississippi 
River, the first African-American member of the American Institute of Architects, and also served 
on the first Los Angeles Planning Commission in 1920.  The subject building was built for 
Hannah Schwartz and is an example of a multi-family unit building designed by Paul R. 
Williams.  Alterations include the addition of awnings to some window openings; overall, the 
building retains a high level of integrity. 
 
While not the subject of the application and request before the Commission, Paul R. Williams 
also designed a nearby building at 330 S. Willaman Drive.  It appears to be the same design; 
however, it has had some original windows replaced and does not appear to be as intact as the 
subject property.  These two buildings have been identified in the application as the only 
privately-owned multi-family apartment building commissions by Paul R. Williams. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of January 20, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On March 3, 2011, the Cultural Heritage Commission toured 
the subject property.  
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Hanna Schwartz Apartments property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
 
 
 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  
 HANNAH SCHWARTZ APARTMENTS 
 

REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 

APPLICANT: Burton Way Foundation/Beverly West Residents Association 
  
APPLICANT’S Portia Lee 
REPRESENTATIVE: ICF International 
 811 West 7th Street, Suite 800 
 Los Angeles, CA  90017 
  

OWNER: Rhea Dersh and Gertrude Kay 
    19012 Kingsbury Street 
    Northridge, CA  91326 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

MICHAEL J. LOGRANDE 
Director of Planning 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        
     
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 

Prepared by: 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]        
      
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner 
Office of Historic Resources 
 

Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: January 20, 2011 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA   
  90012 

CASE NO.: CHC-2011-68-HCM 
                    ENV-2011-69-CE 
 
Location: 330 S. Almont Drive 
Council District: 5 
Community Plan Area: Wilshire 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Mid City West 
Legal Description: Lot 352 of TR 7615 
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SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1947, this four-story multi-family residential building exhibits character-defining features 
of the International Style and Streamline Moderne.  The subject building is rectangular in plan 
and located at the corner of W. Burton Way and S. Almont Drive.  It has a flat roof with 
composition shingles and a simple ledge.  The front elevation is divided into four bays that 
consecutively recess beginning with the northernmost bay. The corner bay has a lower roofline.   
A recessed entrance is located on the ground floor and flanked by grid-like decorative screens 
with square openings.  Exterior upper floor corridors leading to units have balustrades 
consisting of solid horizontal bands with rounded corners.  The fourth floor balustrade is mid-
length across only two bays.  Full-length vertical rectangular piers bisect the main elevation from 
the roofline to the ground-floor.  A full length double-row screen with square openings is located 
at the corner of the subject building from the roofline to the ground-floor.  Windows are 
rectangular and square casement windows with metal mullions arranged in triple rows with 
variations in size.  The exterior is sheathed in smooth stucco.  Landscape features include some 
shrubbery.        
 
The proposed Hannah Schwartz Apartments historic monument was designed by architect Paul 
R. Williams (1894-1980).  Williams was one of the foremost architects of Los Angeles in the 
mid-twentieth century, designing thousands of private homes as well as public and commercial 
buildings.  Williams was also the first certified African-American architect west of the Mississippi 
River, the first African-American member of the American Institute of Architects, and also served 
on the first Los Angeles Planning Commission in 1920.  The subject building was built for 
Hannah Schwartz.   
 
Alterations include the addition of awnings to some window openings. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
















































