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FINDINGS 

 
The building “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction” as an example of 
Spanish Colonial Revival style architecture.   

 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
The Commission hereby recommends that Council find the proposed designation of the Villa 
Bonita building as a Historic-Cultural Monument to be exempt from further analysis under the 
California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, 
Sections 15308 (Class 8) and 15331 (Class 31). 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Built in 1929 and located in the Hollywood area, the Villa Bonita is a seven-story residential 
apartment building exhibiting character-defining features of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.  
The subject building has a rectangular plan, constructed of reinforced concrete with a smooth 
stucco finish, and organized in the base-shaft-capital composition.  The roof is flat with a tower 
element of the southeast corner capped with tile on a slightly hipped roof.  The primary entrance 
is located in the central bay and set within an arched opening with decorative molding.  
Windows are wood casement windows with some exhibiting elaborately shaped tops.  
Projecting angled bay windows define the shaft of the south bay and the main elevation.  The 
seventh floor and rooftop is characterized by elaborately ornamented terra-cotta and window 
openings.  Significant interior features include a lobby space with ceiling molding and metal light 
fixtures.       
 
The subject building was designed by architect Frank Webster.  Various residents of the subject 
building have been associated with the Hollywood entertainment industry. 
 
The proposed Villa Bonita historic monument appears to be a good example of the luxury 
apartment home building type designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. 
 
The subject building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1986. 
 
Alterations include the addition of a penthouse and a metal roof sign in the early 1930s and 
addition of a sunroom in 1989.   
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DISCUSSION 
 
The Villa Bonita building property successfully meets one of the specified Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria: “embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or method of construction.”  As an 
architecturally significant building designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, the property 
qualifies for designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument based on this criterion.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its meeting of January 15, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the 
application under consideration.  On February 19, 2009, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
toured the subject property.   

 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) REVIEW 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions 
taken by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the 
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory 
process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, 
conservation or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for 
Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Villa Bonita building property as a Historic-Cultural Monument in 
accordance with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) 
will ensure that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in 
accordance with Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent 
significant impacts to a Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set 
forth in the LAAC.  Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the 
historic significance and integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible 
alterations and new construction and the demolition of irreplaceable historic structures.  The 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards of Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC 
and provide standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will 
ensure the continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and protecting the environment 
through the imposition of regulations designed to prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural 
Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed designation is 
consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, restoration and 
reconstruction of Historic buildings in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic Buildings. 
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2. Adopt the report findings. 
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DISCUSSION 
 
Built in 1929 and located in the Hollywood area, the Villa Bonita is a seven-story residential 
apartment building exhibiting character-defining features of the Spanish Colonial Revival style.  
The subject building has a rectangular plan, constructed of reinforced concrete with a smooth 
stucco finish, and organized in the base-shaft-capital composition.  The roof is flat with a tower 
element of the southeast corner capped with tile on a slightly hipped roof.  The primary entrance 
is located in the central bay and set within an arched opening with decorative molding.  
Windows are wood casement windows with some exhibiting elaborately shaped tops.  
Projecting angled bay windows define the shaft of the south bay and the main elevation.  The 
seventh floor and rooftop is characterized by elaborately ornamented terra-cotta and window 
openings.  Significant interior features include a lobby space with ceiling molding and metal light 
fixtures.       
 
The subject building was designed by architect Frank Webster.  Various residents of the subject 
building have been associated with the Hollywood entertainment industry. 
 
The proposed Villa Bonita historic monument appears to be a good example of the luxury 
apartment home building type designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. 
 
The subject building was listed in the National Register of Historic Places in 1986. 
 
Alterations include the addition of a penthouse and a metal roof sign in the early 1930s and 
addition of a sunroom in 1989.   
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property is significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

The Villa Bonita is a seven-story, multi-family residential building positioned at the southwest 
corner of Hillcrest Road and Bonita Terrace in the Hollywood neighborhood of Los Angeles.  
Located close to Franklin Avenue, the site slopes down from north to south (Exhibits A-B; 
Photographs 1-9).  Six stories high with penthouse and basement, the building exhibits 
decorative elements of Spanish Colonial Revival style.  It is rectangular in plan with a flat roof, 
three bays wide along the east façade on Hillcrest Road and four bays wide along the north 
elevation on Bonita Terrace.  The building is constructed using reinforced concrete with a 
smooth stucco finish, largely covered with vines on the street-facing elevations.  Fenestration 
consists of wood casement windows, some of which have elaborately shaped tops.  A tower 
element at the southeast corner is capped with a Mission tile clad, hipped roof and displays the 
building name in script surface-mounted letters on the south elevation.  An asymmetrical, two-
story mechanical penthouse sits at the approximate center of the roof.  
 
The east façade is set back from the sidewalk by a small but densely landscaped gated garden 
surrounding the building’s primary entrance.  The tower element at the south side of the façade 
steps forward.  Projecting angled bay windows define the shaft of the south bay while a metal 
fire escape is located within the central bay and a vertical column of windows extends the length 
of the north bay. 
 
The main entrance, located in the central bay and accessed by a six-step, tile-clad stoop, is set 
within an elaborate, arched opening.  The arched opening is defined by fluted pilasters, 
ornamented with an array of decorative motifs, including fleur-de-leis, bows and acanthus 
leaves.  A cornice with several rows of horizontal banding crowns the top of the opening and 
finishes in a scalloped pediment.  A fabric canopy extends from the arched opening.  The main 
entrance is inset and consists of a pair of wood doors with single glass panels and an arched, 
glass transom.  Decorative wrought iron panels cover the glazed panels and a wrought iron 
ceiling fixture illuminates the recessed entry. 
 
The east façade and north elevations are organized in a base-shaft-capital composition.  
Ground floor fenestration consists of arched windows while sixth floor fenestration consists of 
scalloped arched windows, framed by pilasters.  On the east façade, decorative moldings 
surround ground floor windows.  Windows in the outer bays of the sixth floor are crowned with 
broken pediments with central three-dimensional urns that extend slightly above the roofline.  
Decorative medallions are placed above windows and the wall surface is textured with a 
geometric pattern. 
 
The north elevation is constructed along the sidewalk edge.  Its four bays are each defined by a 
vertical column of windows.  Fenestration pattern along the shaft, the second through fifth floors, 
consists of pairs of windows within the two center bays flanked by sets of three windows within 
projecting angled bays.   
 
The south and west elevations are largely utilitarian with painted, board-formed concrete finish.  
The seventh floor of the south façade has one embellished arched window in the east bay.  
Visible from the south and west, a portion of the roof was enclosed as an addition to the seventh 
floor penthouse.  The west elevation is equipped with a fire escape that extends to the roof of 
the building. 
 
On the interior, upper floor apartments are accessed through a small entry lobby, which 
contains a wrought iron ceiling light fixture, metal mailboxes and decorative plaster ceiling.  The 



Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 

building’s original elevator contains wood and fabric paneling.  An open central stair also 
provides access to each floor.  Notable features of interior units typically include built-in 
cabinetry, tiled bathrooms and kitchens. 
 
ALTERATIONS 
 
Alterations to Villa Bonita are minimal and include the early addition of a penthouse in 1931,1 
addition of a metal roof sign in 1933,2 expansion of the penthouse in 1940,3 fire ordinance 
corrective work in 1974,4 and addition of a “sunroom” adjacent to the penthouse in 1989.5  Red 
clay tile roofs have been overpainted (date unknown).  These alterations have not affected the 
integrity of the building. 
 
SIGNIFIANCE 
 
Villa Bonita was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on September 12, 1986 and is 
eligible for local designation as a Historic-Cultural Monument for its unique Spanish Colonial 
Revival style designed by local architect, Frank Webster.6  It is significant for its high quality 
design, which remains architecturally distinct in the area, and is a remarkably intact example of 
a multi-family residential building constructed during Hollywood’s heyday as a film and 
entertainment center in the early part of the 20th century.  It has been used as an apartment 
house since its construction in 1929.  The original building owner was Sidney M. Ullman,7 a 
motion picture art director,8 and title to the property is currently held by Villa Bonita Partners, LP.  
The period of significance is its year of construction, 1929. 
 
Villa Bonita is located in close proximity to the commercial center of Hollywood, only a few 
blocks northwest of the intersection of Hollywood Boulevard and Highland Avenue.  Built during 
a period of time when Hollywood was undergoing rapid urbanization of residential areas in 
which low density properties were replaced with multi-family dwellings, Villa Bonita is reflective 
of the change in residential development resulting from Hollywood’s increasing popularity as a 
hub of entertainment and opportunity.  Five years after the 1910 annexation of Hollywood to the 
City of Los Angeles, the area was in the midst of a real estate boom.9  No longer a small 

                                                            
1 “Penthouses on Three Buildings Now Completed,” Los Angeles Times, 9 August 1931, D2. 
2 This sign does not exist today and is not mentioned in any later permits or other historic documentation.  

(City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit #1933LA17764). 
3 City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit # 1940LA05199. 
4 City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit # 1974LA87341. 
5 City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit # 1989LA27142. 
6 National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form ID #86001950, (12 

September 1986). 
7 The 1986 National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form for the Villa Bonita indicates that the 

original building owner was Sydney George Ullman, agent of Hollywood film star Rudolph Valentino.  The nomination 
explains in detail Sidney George Ullman’s significance as a Hollywood player.  However, further research has shown 
that this is incorrect and that the true original building owner is Sidney M. Ullman.  The Los Angeles City Directory 
from 1929 lists both “S. George Ullman,” a “booking agent”, and “Sidney M. Ullman,” an “art director.”  The first 
building permit for the Villa Bonita, dated February 23, 1928, lists “Sidney M. Ullman” as the building owner.  In 
addition, the first available tax records for the building from 1929 indicate that the heirs of Sidney M. Ullman paid the 
taxes on the property.   Based on this information, it is clear that a mistake was made in naming Sydney George 
Ullman as the original building owner on the National Register Nomination Form for Villa Bonita.  (National Register of 
Historic Places Nomination Form ID #86001950, City of Los Angeles Building Permit # 1929LA1303, Los Angeles 
City Directory, 1929, and United States Federal Census, 1930.) 

8 Los Angeles City Directory, 1929; United States Federal Census, 1930. 
9 Gregory Paul Williams, The Story of Hollywood: An Illustrated History (Los Angeles: BL Press, 2005), 78. 
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independent city struggling to deal with infrastructural problems, but instead a thriving suburb of 
Los Angeles, Hollywood increasingly attracted both residential and commercial interests. 
 
Soon after Hollywood’s annexation, the fledgling movie industry took hold in the area.  The 
upscale ambience, varied topography, and glamour associated with the rise of the movie 
industry were some of the qualities of Hollywood that were particularly appealing to potential 
residents.10  However, as land values escalated in the 1920s, the large estates of the elite that 
characterized much of Hollywood’s development toward the end of the 19th century and the first 
decade of the 20th century gave way to the more intensive land use associated with a population 
boom.  While the population of Hollywood had been little over 4,000 people upon incorporation, 
the area boasted a population of 153,000 by the 1930s.11  
 
Although Villa Bonita residents held a variety of jobs,12 tenants of the building, particularly in the 
1930s and 1940s,13 tended to be employed in the local entertainment industry14 as artists, 
singers, musicians, film corporation executives, etc.  For example, Ethelind Terry is recorded in 
the 1939 Los Angeles City Directory as residing in the Villa Bonita.  She was an opera and 
musical comedy actress starring in several productions, including “Sons O’ Guns” at the Carthay 
Circle Theater in Los Angeles in 1932, and “Rio Rita” on Broadway in New York City.15  The 
proximity of Villa Bonita to Hollywood’s core commercial and entertainment district made 1817 
Hillcrest Road a desirable address for those working in the local industry.   
 
In addition to being associated with an important trend in Hollywood residential development, 
the Villa Bonita is, both in design and stature, an exemplary representation of Spanish Colonial 
Revival architecture.  Complete with a square tower feature capped in red tile, smooth stucco 
cladding, carved entry detailing, and shaped focal windows on the ground and top floors, the 
masterfully integrated design features make this building an outstanding example of 1920s 
period revival style architecture in Hollywood.  While these decorative elements are typical of 
other neighboring multi-family residential buildings, Villa Bonita remains one of the most 
elegantly composed and well-maintained examples of period revival style architecture in the 
area.  Other noteworthy extant period revival style buildings constructed around the same date 
as and in close proximity to Villa Bonita include the Gothic themed First United Methodist 
Church (1928), located at 6817 Franklin Avenue,16 the Renaissance Revival style H.L. Farr 

                                                            
10 Richard Longstreth, City Center to Regional Mall; Architecture, the Automobile, and Retailing in Los 

Angeles, 1920-1950 (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1997), 83. 
11 Richard Longstreth, City Center to Regional Mall; Architecture, the Automobile, and Retailing in Los 

Angeles, 1920-1950 (Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1997), 83. 
12 Non-entertainment industry tenants of the Villa Bonita included individuals with a variety of occupations, 

including Margaret Hogan, a Los Angeles County auditor (1939 Directory), Jane Hendricks, a clerk (1942 Directory), 
and John C. Teague, a draftsman (1942 Directory), to name few residents listed.  (See Los Angeles City Directories, 
1936, 1938, 1939, 1942). 

13 Most of the listings for Villa Bonita tenants in the Los Angeles City Directories contain only names and do 
not list occupations.  Further research would have to be done cross referencing the names given with other historic 
documents in order to determine definitively that the Villa Bonita has or has not housed individuals of profound 
significance, cultural or otherwise. 

14 The Los Angeles City Directory lists the following Villa Bonita tenants:  Fred Locher, an artist (1936 
Directory), F.W. Spalding, a singer (1936 Directory), Jaro S. Churain, a musician (1942 Directory), Albert Fiedler, a 
film corporation executive (1942 Directory).  

15 See “Songster Stars in Musical Comedy,” Los Angeles Times, 1 March 1932, A7; “Tenor Heads Variety 
Bill at Downtown,” Los Angeles Times, 18 Feb 1932, A9; and “Ethelind Terry Here Tells of Juarez Divorce,” Los 
Angeles Times, 10 Jan 1932, 12. 

16 Noteworthy design features include a nine story tower, pointed arches, and stained glass windows (See 
Hollywood Redevelopment Area Historic Resources Update Survey Report, 2002). 
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Apartments (1928), located at 6720 Franklin Place,17 and the Spanish Colonial Revival 
apartment building (1924), located at 1813-1815 Grace Avenue.18 
 
Spanish Colonial Revival, along with a variety of other period revival styles, including Classical, 
Colonial, and Gothic, were popular and commonly used for residential buildings in Hollywood 
during the early part of the 20th century.  The extensive use of historic styles grew out of the 
Chicago World’s Fair (Fair) of 1893,19 which has been described as one of the most culturally 
significant events in American history because of the way it made Americans think about the 
built environment.  Visually dramatic, the Fair boasted a collection of striking white, Classical 
style buildings arranged according to Beaux Arts design principles along an axis of water 
features and expanses of lush green lawns.  David Gebhard, noted architectural historian and 
author, writes, “What Americans saw at the Fair was noble order, something that they had not 
seen in their cities since the 18th Century.”20  The so-called “White City” profoundly affected 
subsequent architecture and urban planning efforts in the United States.  Urban planner William 
Fulton states, “The White City so captured the American imagination that its neoclassical 
architecture was soon mandatory for most civic buildings…”21  In addition to designing Classical 
Revival buildings, American architects experimented with a wide variety of period revival styles 
in the early 1900s.   
 
This fervor for period revival styles, Spanish Colonial Revival in particular, was also popularized 
by the Panama-California Exposition (Exposition) of 1915 in San Diego, California.22  By 
commemorating the opening of the Panama Canal a year earlier, the Exposition served to boost 
San Diego as the closest American port to the canal.  The Exposition, with Bertram Grosvenor 
Goodhue23 as chief architect, was a “statement of local industry clothed in a Southern California 
architecture”24 and had as much influence on subsequent use of Spanish Colonial Revival style 
as the Fair did for historic period revival styles in general and Classical Revival style in 
particular.25  Use of the Spanish Colonial Revival at the Exposition represented Spanish 
historical antecedents more faithfully than the Mission Revival and “emphasize[d] the richness 
of Spanish precedents found throughout Latin America.”26 
 

                                                            
17 This five-story apartment building is relatively minimal in terms of architectural detailing but remains a 

good example of a multi-family revival style building constructed in Hollywood in the late 1920s.  (See: Hollywood 
Redevelopment Area Historic Resources Update Survey Report, 2002). 

18 Spanish Colonial Revival design features on this building includes a red clay tile roof, an arched main 
entry, smooth stucco finish, arched focal windows, and decorative tile window shutters. (See: Hollywood 
Redevelopment Area Historic Resources Update Survey Report, 2002). 
19 The Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 is also often referred to as The World’s Columbian Exposition. 

20 David Gebhard, Rodger Montgomery, Robert Winter, John Woodbridge, Sally Woodbridge, A Guide to 
Architecture in San Francisco and Northern California, Second Edition (Santa Barbara: Peregrine Smith, Inc., 1973) 
19. 

21 William Fulton, Guide to California Planning, Point Arena: Solano Press Books, 2005, 47. 
22 David Gebhard, “The Spanish Colonial Revival in Southern California (1895-1930),” The Journal of the 

Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 26, No. 2 (May 1967), 136. 
23 Like many architects working at that time, Bertram Goodhue (1869-1924) worked in a myriad of period 

revival styles.  Prior to working on the Panama-California Exposition, much of his work was executed in the Gothic 
Revival style as a partner of Ralph Adams Cram in New York City from 1891 until 1914.  Bertram Goodhue’s work on 
the Episcopal Cathedral, Le Santissima Trinidad, in Havana, Cuba in 1905 and a later trip to Mexico influenced him to 
such a degree that he wrote a detailed study of Spanish Colonial architecture in Mexico, the principles of which he 
adapted to his work at the Panama-California Exposition. 

24 Paul Gleye, The Architecture of Los Angeles, Los Angeles: Rosebud Books, 1981, 87. 
25 David Gebhard, “The Spanish Colonial Revival in Southern California (1895-1930),” The Journal of the 

Society of Architectural Historians, Vol. 26, No. 2(May 1967), 136. 
26 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2005, 418. 
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Architect Frank Webster embraced the turn-of-the-20th century period revival style architecture 
trend with his design for Villa Bonita.27  Webster lived and worked in the Los Angeles area,28 
completing designs for a variety of buildings in southern California, including a two-story multi-
family residential building located at 2601-11 Beachwood Drive in Hollywood (c. 1926),29 a 
three-story hotel in Topanga Canyon (c. 1925),30 several buildings in Santa Monica,31 and a 
five-story hotel and apartment building in San Diego (c. 1925).32  Due to the lack of scholarship 
regarding his work, it is difficult both to assess the extent of Webster’s architectural impact on 
southern California and whether or not the buildings identified above are extant.  The Villa 
Bonita, however, appears to be among his significant work.  
 
In addition, a review of the Hollywood Redevelopment Area Historic Resources Update Survey 
Report (2002) indicates that few multi-family residential buildings in Hollywood are extant from 
Hollywood’s “Golden Era” in the early part of the 20th century and possess a quality of design 
equaling that of Villa Bonita.  It also represents the trend in the 1920s and 1930s of increasing 
urbanization in Hollywood.  Highly visible from several major Hollywood thoroughfares, Villa 
Bonita was originally and is today an architectural focal point in the community.  Its masterful 
assemblage of Spanish Colonial Revival design features, coupled with its location at the base of 
an upward sloping street, creates a powerful point of entry for the elite residential 
neighborhoods of the Hollywood Hills.  In a community where few multi-family residential 
buildings executed with such a high level of design remain, the Villa Bonita is an enduring and 
increasingly rare example of an early 20th century apartment house that retains an exceptional 
degree of architectural integrity from its period of significance. 
  

                                                            
27 City of Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety, Building Permit # 1929LA1303. 
28 Los Angeles City Directory, 1929, 2213. 
29  “Tract Adding Many Homes: Hills subdivision developing rapidly as builders weekly begin work on 

residential projects,” Los Angeles Times, 28 March 1926, E4. 
30 “Change Prices on One Hundred Residence Lots,” Los Angeles Times, 26 July 1925, G6. 
31 The Santa Monica Historical Resources Inventory, 1985-86 indicates that “Frank Webster” is the architect 

responsible for the design of a building located at 1337-39 Third Street and originally owned by National Investment 
Company.  It also notes that an individual by the name of “F.H. Webster” (presumably Frank Webster) is responsible 
for the design of a building located at 933 Ocean Avenue.  Both buildings are dated 1925. 

32 “Cahuenga Plan Aid to Highland,” Los Angeles Times, 20 December 1925, E7. 
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Exhibit A: Sanborn Map 



Exhibit A: Sanborn Map, showing proximity of Villa Bonita to Hollywood Boulevard and Highland Ave-
nue, with subject property highlighted in yellow (Los Angeles 1906-Jan. 1951, vol. 10, 1919-Nov. 
1950, Sheet 1018) 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Nationai Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
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1. Name 

For NPS urn only 

w.11301986 
date e n M  

historic The V i l l a  B o n i t a  

andlor common The V i l l a  B o n i t a  

2. Location 
street & number 1817 H i l l  c r e s t  Road n/a not tor publication 

city, town Hol 1 ywood n/a vicinity ot 

state C a l i f o r n i a  code 06 county Los Angel es Code 037 

3. Classification 
Ca teaory Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public X occupied - agriculture - museum 
& buildlng(8) & private - unoccupied - commerciai - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational X private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accersible - entertainment - reiigious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - sclenttiic 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industriai - transportation 
x n/a - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of P ro~er tv  
name A1 b e r t  V .  S i n i s c a l  / V i l  l a  B o n i t a  P r o p e r t i e s  

street & number 1817 H i1  1 c r e s t  Road 

citv. town Hol 1 ywood n / a  vicinitv ot state CA 90028 

5. Location of Lemal Descri~tion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Los Angeles County Hal 1 o f  Records 

street & number 511 W. Temple S t r e e t  

city, town Los Anqeles state CA 90012 

6. Rewesentation in Existins Surveys 
title N/ A X has this prowrtv been determined eiigibk? - yes - no 

date - federal - state - county - l0cd 

depositary tor survey records 

clty, town state 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See c o n t i n u a t i o n  shee t .  

1 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property acre 
Quadrangle name H0 ywood 
UT M References 

Quadrangle scale 1 : 24 3 OoO 

A 1 3 1 7 ,  61 512,0) [ 3 1 7 1 7 1 4 ( 3 j 8 1 ~ )  
Zone Easting Northlng Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary description and justitication 
The e a s t  90 f e e t  o f  L o t  3 o f  P i n e h u r s t  Te r race  T r a c t ,  Page 90 o f  Maps, o f f i c e  o f  t h e  
Los Angeles County Assessor.  Boundar ies encompass t h e  b u i l d i n g  on i t s  o r i g i n a l  
50 '  x 90'  l o t .  

List all states and counties tor properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N I A  code countv N I A  code 

state \/A code county \/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

name~title Dawn T. Jacobson/Chr is tv  Johnson McAvov 

organization Johnson Research Assoc ia tes  date September 1985 

street & number 3103 L i  ndo S t r e e t  telephone ( 21 3  ) 851-8854 

cityortown H011ywood state CA 90068 

1 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state 1 iocal 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8 s  
665), I hereby nominate this property for inciusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sowlco. 

- .  
State Historic Preservation Officer signature LLLU 

I S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

8 t Mi- X altered m o v e d  date N / A  
- unexposed 

Dascribo tho present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Hi1 1 s i  de s i t i n g  and Eastern t r a d i t i o n  combine t o  make t h i s  Hollywood apartment 
an example o f  t h e  adaptat ion o f  Eastern formal i ty  t o  the  Southern California o f  
t h e  1920s. Sited on a narrow hi1 1 s ide  l o t  on the  southwest corner o f  Hi1 l c r e s t  
Road and Pinehurst S t r e e t ,  t h e  Vi l la  Bonita i s  a seven-story c l a s s i c a l l y  
desi gned apartment bui ld ing ,  constructed o f  reinforced concrete,  which exh ib i t s  
both medi eval and Spanish Renaissance decorat i  ve motifs  . Roughly rectangul a r ,  
t he  s t r u c t u r e ' s  main facade i s  the  H i l l c r e s t  Road ( e a s t )  e levat ion .  This 
facade i s  i r r e g u l a r l y  s tepped,  and s e t  back from t h e  s t r e e t ,  as  i t  proceeds 
north.  The southernmost portion i s  devoted t o  a canted bay extending from the  
second through seventh f l o o r s ,  fenes t ra ted  by a pa i r  of  casement windows 
flanked by s i n g l e  casements. The northern two-thirds o f  the  building s t e p  back 
from t h e  facade,  and car ry  a pa i r  of  casement wi ndows on each f loo r  in  t h e  
northernmost bay, and a fixed pane window and' a t a l l  , one-over-one doubl e-hung 
sash opening onto a f i  rescapr?. A1 t e r a t i o n s  are  minimal . 
The north facade,  fac ing  Pinehurst S t r e e t ,  i s  arranged i n t o  bays with an 
A-B-B-A arrangement. The central  bays are  made up of  pa i r s  o f  four-1 i  ght 
casement windows, each p a i r  separated by a muntin. These bays a re  flanked by 
canted bays which r e f l e c t  t h e  design of  the  e a s t  facade. While t h e  placement 
o f  elements and t h e  design give d i s t i n c t  v e r t i c a l i t y  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t he  
e x t e r i o r  r e t a i  ns the  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i p a r t i t e  d iv i s ions  o f  Classical  Revival 
s t y l e s .  The ground level  o f  both the  e a s t  and north i s  highly ornamented with 
pai rs of  arched, casement wi ndows a1 igned v e r t i c a l l y  with the  casements 
above. The cen te r  bay o f  the  f ron t  facade contains the  en t ry .  The cent ra l  
en t ry  i s  recessed in  a stepped, square-columned arch ,  flanked by heavily 
decorated Composite order  columns, and surmounted by a broken pediment 
car ry ing  a scal loped parapet and capped with f i n i a l s .  The entrance i s  
s l i g h t l y  e l eva ted ,  c rea t ing  a small ves t ibule ;  the  e n t r y  doors a r e  a simple 
p a i r  o f  wood-framed glass  doors, topped by a wood-framed l u n e t t e .  As in  most 
s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h i s  s t y l e ,  most o f  the  ornament i s  contained on the  ground 
f loo r  and then a t  t h e  upper l e v e l s .  The f i f t h  and s ix th  s t o r i e s  a re  separated 
by a corbeled f r i e z e  on the  e a s t  and north facades. Above t h i s  f r i e z e ,  the  
ve r t i ca l  rhythm i s  echoed in  t h e  alignment o f  scallop-arched pa i r s  o f  casement 
windows , f l  anked by p iers  with Corinthian c a p i t a l s .  Medal1 ions a r e  placed a t  
i n t e r v a l s  above t h e  windows, and the  building se rv ice  i t s e l f  i s  a l so  heavily 
decorated with a diamond motif.  The building i s  topped with a broken 
pediment, hiding the  f l a t  roof ,  with urns over each canted bay. The seventh 
f l o o r  cons i s t s  o f  a penthouse and roof garden, a uniquely pr iva te  space with a 
comnanding view o f  t h e  c i t y  and t h e  Hollywood h i l l s .  The highly ornamented 
parapet serves  a s  a garden wal l .  The south and west facades a re  t r ea ted  in  a 
more u t i  1 i  t a r i  an fashion ,  with each facade carrying rows of casement wi ndows 
on each l e v e l .  A1 t e r a t i o n s  a r e  confined t o  the  enclosure o f  a portion o f  the  
roof garden i n  1940, an addit ion t o  the  or ig ina l  penthouse, and s e c u r i t y  
g r i l l e s  i n  a s t y l e  compatible with the  building on the  ground f loo r  openings. 
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The bui l  d i n g  has  a  small  lobby w i t h  marble  f l o o r ,  o r n a t e  moldings and b r a c k e t s ,  
and o r i g i n a l  c h a n d e l i e r .  Metal mai lhoxes  occupy a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  nor th  w a l l .  
An o r i g i n a l  panel1 ed e l e v a t o r  and a  c e n t r a l  s t a i r w a y  provide  a c c e s s  t o  the 
upper f l o o r s .  The b u i l d i n g  is b i s e c t e d  by an eas t -wes t  hal lway.  Each o f  the  
twenty-  f o u r  apar tments  c o n t a i n  1  i  v i n g / d i n i n g  a r e a ,  k i t c h e n s  w i t h  b r e a k f a s t  
nooks,  and h a t h s .  I n t e r i o r s  a r e  1  a r g e l y  i  n t a c t ,  f e a t u r i n g  casement wi ndows, 
e n t r y  ha1 1  s , o r i  gi nal ca hi n e t r y ,  and hardware. 

A ?ow wall  su rmo~ln ted  hy an ornamental i r o n  fence  e n c l o s e s  a  small 1  andscaped 
c o u r t y a r d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  the b u i l d i n g .  No o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  
t h e  houndari  es . 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 

1 800-1 899 
X - 1900- 

Areas at Signiticance-Check and justity belaw 
- archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture economics - literature sculpture 

architecture - education - military social1 
art engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce - explorationlsettlement - phllosophy - theater 
- communications - industry politics/government - transportation 

Invention - other (specify) 

Specitic dates 1929 BuilderlArchitect Frank Webster 

Statement ot Signitlcance (in one paragraph) 

The V i l l a  Bon i ta  i s  a  seven-s tory  Spanish Renaissance Reviva l  s t y l e  apartment 
b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  o f  Hollywood j u s t  a  few b locks n o r t h  o f  
Hol lywood Boulevard.  Designed by l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  Frank Webster i n  1929, t h e  
b u i l d i n g ' s  owner was Sidney U l  lman, Rudolph Va len t i  no 's  business manager and 
agent.  The qua1 i t y  o f  d e t a i l  i ng throughout  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i s  remarkable f o r  a  
b u i l d i n g  o f  i t s  s i ze ,  making i t a  pr ime rep resen ta t i ve  example o f  m u l t i - u n i t  
hous ing  i n  Hol lywood d u r i n g  i t s  pr ime per iod  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

Nes t led  i n  t h e  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  Hollywood Heights  area o f  Hollywood, 
t h e  i n t i m a t e  V i l l a  Bon i ta  o f f e r e d  q u a l i t y  apartment l i v i n g  f o r  those who 
p r e f e r r e d  t h e  f o r m a l i t y  o f  an East Coast p l an  and y e t  wanted t h e  q u i e t  o f  a  
h i l l s i d e  s e t t i n g .  The Hollywood o f  t h e  1920s and '30s was expe r i enc ing  
tremendous growth, as t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  cont inued t o  have a  ma jo r  impact on 
t h e  area. The smal l  town became "urbanized",  b u i l  d i n g  more apartments and 
mu1 t i - f a m i l y  u n i t s  t o  house i t s  growing popu la t i on .  Th is  i s  an a t y p i c a l  
p a t t e r n  f o r  a  suburb, and as a  r e s u l t ,  t he  Hollywood area today  boasts a  
c o l l e c t i o n  o f  v i  ntage apartment b u i l d i n g s  acknowledged t o  be among t h e  f i n e s t  
i n  t h e  c i t y .  The Hollywood H i s t o r i c  and C u l t u r a l  Resources Survey, conducted 
i n  1978 th rough  1980 and updated i n  1984, i d e n t i f i e d  approx imate ly  t h i r t y  such 
s i t e s  as a  t hema t i c  g roup ing  o f  spec ia l  m e r i t .  The s t r u c t u r e s  r i n g  t h e  
comnerc ia l  core,  w i t h  t h e  f i  nest  examples concent ra ted a1 ong t h e  Frank1 i n  
C o r r i d o r  and i n  t h e  Hancock Park/Rossmore area. Whi le  no t  inc luded  i n  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  su r vey  due t o  i t s  l o c a t i o n  n o r t h  o f  F r a n k l i n  Avenue, t h e  V i l l a  Bon i t a  
d i s p l a y s  a l !  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  s i ze ,  sca le ,  d e t a i l i n g ,  and f u n c t i o n  o f  
those  surveyed and i s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h i s  body o f  housing s tock .  The 
s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  h i g h - r i s e  apartment b u i l d i n g s  cons t ruc ted  above Hollywood 
Boulevard t o  se rve  t h e  needs o f  p a r t - t i m e  res i den t s  connected w i t h  t h e  
en te r t a i nmen t  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  s i t i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  and i t s  s t y l i n g  s e t  i t  
a p a r t  from o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  i t s  t ype  a l ong  t h e  F r a n k l i n  Co r r i do r .  O f  
p a r t i c u l a r  m e r i t  i s  t h e  d e t a i l i n g  o f  t he  e n t r y  and t h e  upper s t o r i e s ,  where 
t h e  a r c h i t e c t  has embel l  ished w i  ndow surrounds and bays w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  
v a r i e d  p a t t e r n s  t o  enhance the  v e r t i c a l i t y  o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n .  Whi le  i t s  1  a rger  
ne ighbors ,  most i n  t h e  Spanish Co lon ia l  Rev iva l ,  Chateauesque, o r  A r t  Deco 
s t y 1  es, f r lnc t ioned as apar tment /hote ls  and prov ided a  v a r i e t y  o f  se rv ices ,  t h e  
V i l l a  Bon i t a  i n teg ra ted  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  neighborhood as a  s e c u r i t y  
apartment b u i l d i n g ,  c a t e r i n g  no t  t o  s t a r s  o r  d i r e c t o r s ,  b u t  t o  those behind 
t h e  camera. Reminiscent o f  urban East Coast apartments, t h e  arrangement and 
p l a n  i s  formal w i t h  a  sma l l ,  we l l -appo in ted  l obby  and pane l led  e l e v a t o r  as i t s  
mai n  ground fl oor  accou terments . The v i  ews , pent  house, and p r i  va te  r o o f  
garden a re  a d d i t i o n a l  features which enhance t h e  we l l -appo in ted ,  smal l  l u x u r y  
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huil ding o f  the 192ns. Views were a  primary cons idera t ion ,  and roof gardens a  
popular component of  the  major bui ldings.  Few examples remain. Along with 
the  neighboring Methodist Church o f  Gothic design,  the  Vi l la  Bonita provides a  
huffer  f o r  i t s  h i l l s i d e  neighbors from the  busy f l a t l a n d s  of  Hollywood. The 
hlril ding was constructed in 1929 by Sidney Ullman, well known i n  Hollywood as  
Rud01uh Valentine's agent.  Like many in  t h e  indus t ry ,  Ullman used h i s  p r o f i t s  
t o  inves t  i n  rea l  e s t a t e .  This tremendous source of  cap i t a l  enabled Hollywood 
hrlildings to  exe rc i se  t h e i r  c r e a t i v i t y  without regard t o  c o s t ,  as  each bui lder  
t r i e d  t o  outdo the o the r s .  Local a r c h i t e c t  Frank Webster designed t h i s  
hui ld ing ,  which was h u i l t  a t  a  cos t  of  $75,000 in  May of 1929. Webster a l s o  
buil t severa l  1  ess  ornate  four- and f i  ve-story s t r u c t u r e s  in  the  f l  a t1  ands of 
Hollywood, and desivned a number of  Spanish Colonial Revival and bungal ow 
res idences .  The Vi l la  Bonita i s  the hest  i n t a c t  example of  h is  ex tant  work. 
Wehster's ex t r ao rd ina ry  a t t e n t i o n  t o  de ta i l  , from the  s i  t.ing of  the  hui lding 
t o  both the  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g ,  i s  remarkable. Although s t i l l  
c lose  by t o  the  s t u d i o s ,  and the  shopping areas of  Hollywood Boulevard, t h e  
apartment 's  proximity t o  homes and churches made i t  appeal i ng t o  those wishing 
f o r  a  haven from the  hus t le  and bust le  of the  Boulevard. Restored by t h e  
cur rent  owner, tbe  Vil la  Bonita i s  i n  exce l l en t  condi t ion ,  and continues t o  
provide a  comfortable r e t r e a t  f o r  i t s  r e s iden t s .  There i s  no other  con~parahle 
resource o f  i t s  type and s t y l e  i n  the  a rea .  
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Holl wood Histori  cay and Cultural Resources Survey, Hollywood Revi ta l iza t ion  
and Hol lywoorl Heritage, 1977-80 and 1984. 

Los Angeles Ci ty  Building Permit Records. 

Los Angeles Co~tnty Tax Assessor F i l e s .  

Ullman, Sidney. Valent'i no,  as  I Knew Him. Macy-Masills !New York: 1926) .  



H i l l c r e s t  R o a d  

U 
(I) 

Li 
1 
z 
a, 
d 
.d 
a 



STATE O F  C A L I F O R N I A  THE RESOURCCS AGENCY 
~ ~ - -. ~ . ...... - . 

GEORGE DEUKMEJIAN, Goven. 
. - .. .- . ~ - -  - ... ~ . .- .- - ~ .. - - ~ ~- ... . ~. - .  - - - ~ . ~... -. -. 

DEPARTMENT O F  PARKS A N D  RECREATION 
P.O.  BOX 2390 

SACRAMENTO 9581 1 

(916 )  445-8006 

M r .  J e r r y  Rogers, Keeper 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Places 
N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e  
U.S. Department o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  
P.O. Box 371.27 
Was h i  ng ton  , DC 20013-71.27 

Dear Mr. Rogers : 

We a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  V i l l a  B o n i t a  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  
H i s t o r i c  P laces.  Th is  p r o p e r t y  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Hollywood, Los Angeles County, 
C a l i f o r n i a .  

The p r o p e r t y  was i n i t i  a1 l y  submi t ted  f o r  a  de te rm i  n a t i o n  o f  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
e l i g i b i l i t y  as a  P a r t  1 under t h e  t a x  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  process.  However, on 
September 13, 1983, t h e  p r o p e r t y  was den ied  by t h e  Western Reg iona l  O f f i c e  o f  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Park S e r v i c e ;  a  copy o f  t h e  d e n i a l  1  e t t e r  has been enc l  osed. The 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  app l  i c a t i o n  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  S t a t e  r e v i e w  board as an 
appeal  . The documenta t ion  was s t reng thened  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  was v i  ewed 
on s i t e  by  o u r  s t a f f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n .  Based upon t h e  new i n f o r m a t i o n  
and t h e  o n - s i  t e  v i s i t ,  o u r  s t a f f  recomnendat ion (copy enc losed)  was f a v o r a b l e ;  
t h e  r e v i e w  board v o t e d  subsequen t l y  t o  approve t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  i t s  
e x e l ~ ~ p l  i f i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t y p e  and p e r i o d ,  and t h e  r a r i t y  o f  such a  
s u r v i v a l  i n  t h e  Hol lywood community. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  was noted t h a t  some 
secondary  s i g n i f i c a n c e  accrued f rom t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  e a r l y  
years  o f  t h e  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  i n  Hol lywood. 

We a r e  s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  p r o p e r t y  f o r  f o rma l  nominat ion ;  we hope you w i l l  concur  
i n  o u r  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  V i l l a  B o n i t a  meets t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

K a t h r y n  Gual t'i e r i  
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  
O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  

Encl  os u res  



September 1 3 ,  1983  

Mr. A l b e r t  V .  S i n i s c a l  
Villa Bonita Properties 
1817 U i l l o r e a t  Road 
Hollyuood, Californic 4 0 3 6 8  

fie: V i l l a  Bonita A p t ~ . ,  1817 H i l l c r e a t  a d , . ,  dollyuoc6, C A .  93062.  
P r o j e a t  l o . :  0301-83-cA. 

Dear Hr. S i n t e c n l z  

Ihe  i l i v t i a n  of h'attanal Rogiatcr Program tlas ocmpleted review af  your Fsrt 1 
appllcatlon for r pre lh inary  osrt i f lcat lm of the above property a8 befng 
e l ig ib le  for lnaividasl listin8 in the National  Regjster of Hintaric Places. 
A f t e r  oonddering tha dooumontrtion submitted and the rccomendatlon of your 
State  Hiatorio Preservation Offiaer (SHPc)) , your riqucst has been d m  !+:I. 
T i . h  property therefore will not q u a l i e  p ~ l i m i n a r i l y  aa a aoertific3 
tli8tori0 atrooturea for purpaooa of the Econoaio Recovery Tax Act of 1581, ez 
emend& 

In arder to be certiflard p r e W ~ r i l y ,  a propu-ty m a t  met t3a crltcrie cf 
s ~ i f i c a o o e  for iistilu Fn the Ilatlonal Reglater (36 CFR Pnrt 60.4 ,  e s p y  
0 1  based w. the dcouawntation submittad, .re flnd t!!at tf?e property 
does not appear to lrnve suff loient  arohfteetuml algnifioanccr m3cr Criterion 
C as a a l s t i x t i v e  e x a p l e  of a type or .a pmsassing hlgh ar t i s t i c  values tc 
mrit 1nCiviCual 1 i a t . F ~  as a Hlatoric Placrs. T?.e b u i l d i n g  a x h i h i t s  r alxturc 
of ~ a d l e v a l  and rsr.aCaoar.ce decorative mtives tn what may be dezcrlbed 
l o o s a l y  as sr H6iterranaan ;;lode. Aitlrough t t ~ e  prcperty appears to hats 
retainc-d a hig!r d u ~ r e o  of in tegr i ty  to i?s arigll.11 mppearmr, its overarll 
dcoim aq6 t?clsc+,ic d a t c i l i r q  apperrrt r..+ar! atr,r?tq.d mnd aanservatire 
cor.stdok*i~ the 1229 date  ~f oont!t:-:r --i-;n. Tala -ssessmont hra bean mad* 
~1 tF: in  the ccrntcxt sf -.os A-I@@?' . fl  ; 8 t w k  of twmtiath-oantury high-rlaa 
aparticwit flousea. 

3mausg t h b  is o n l y  a ~m!lmimry r3fkc1r t5.w f'!nal deo ia im,  YOU omnot 
apveal L?la dezial o r  aer t~ f l ca t ior~ .  f . ~  slcy hc:icvor amtinw to wraw the 
l ia t ing  of t h i s  property in the I:atio!ial k g  latar. I? you do p m e e d  wlth the  
:~clOinatl~~, YB S U ~ C C I ~  that  reactarch 1nt.o tiN s ign1  f ioanae of the  panthoure 
apar tmat ,  c o n s ~ d e r i ~  its plan,  c',etaill.nq, and an;? opscial appointmanta ar 

, Paacurca, aright help support points re~arding the property'r slp.ifloanoe a s  a 
d i ~ t i n a t l v e  eraaple of n type and period. 



CALIFORNIA SHPO 
STAFF EVALUATION - V i l l a  B o n i t a  

P r o p e r t y  h a s  b e e n  v i e w e d  o n  s i t e  by s t a f f .  I n t e g r i t y  r e m a i n s  v e r y  

h i g h .  The  i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t i o n s  a r e  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  r o o f g a r d e n  a n d  

p e n t h o u s e .  An e a r l i e r  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t a x  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  w 2 s  d e n i e d  

by t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  ( l e t t e r  

a t t a c h e d ) ;  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  a n  a p p e a l .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

h a s  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  (NOTE: The  

n e g a t i v e  commen t s  o f  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  C o u n t y  H i s t o r i c a l  L a n d m a r k s /  

R e c o r d s  C o m m i s s i o n  a r e  b a s e d  u p o n  a n  e a r l i e r  d r a f t  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  

i n c l u d e  much o f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n ) .  The 

b u i l d i n g  i s  a  h a n d s o m e  s m a l l - s c a l e d  l u x u r y  a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  o f  

H o l l y w o o d  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 s ;  i t  r e m a i n s  r e m a r k a b l y  i n t a c t .  The  a r c h i t e c t  

c r e a t e d  a s t r o n g  p e r i o d  s t a t e m e n t  o n  S p a n i s h  R e n a i s s a n c e  s t y l i n g - -  

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  d e s i g n  i s  h i g h ,  a n d  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  Ho l lywood  S u r v e y  

f u n d e d  by t h e  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  c o n f i r m s  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  n o  o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  o f  i t s  s t y l e  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  Ho l lywood  a rea .  

The  b u i l d i n g  h a s  some s e c o n d a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  

w i t h  f i l m  i n d u s t r y  p e r s o n n e l  d u r i n g  t h e  I1Golden E r a M  o f  H o l l y w o o d .  

The  V i l l a  B o n i t a  i s  a n  i n t i m a t e l y - s c a l e d ,  u n a l t e r e d  S p a n i s h  

R e n a i s s a n c e  gem w h i c h  s t i l l  c o n v e y s  a s e n s e  o f  t h e  H o l l y w o o d  o f  

t h e  1 9 2 0 s  a n d  1 9 3 0 s .  S t a f f  r ecommends  a p p r o v a l  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  

o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

A a r o n  G a l l u p  

4-30-86 



October 14, 1985 

RECEIVED 
OCT 2 1 1985 

OHP 

Mr.Aaron Gal 1  up 
S t a t e  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
P.O. Box 2390 
Sacramento, CA. 95811 

Dear M r .  G a l l u p ,  

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  document t h a t  I have r e t a i n e d  Mrs. C h r i s t y  Johnson 
McAvoy, Johnson Research Assoc ia tes ,  H i s t o r i c  and A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Research, 
3130 L indo  S t r e e t ,  Los Angeles,  CA. 90068, t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  and 
r e q u e s t  t h a t  'Fhe V i l l a  B o n i t a  be p l a c e d  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  

Thank you  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i  on, 

Very s  i n c e r e l y  , 

A1 b e r t  V .  S i n i s c a l  
Owner 
The V i l l a  B o n i t a  
1817 H i l l c r e s t  Road 
Hol lywood,  CA. 90068 

AVSIsd 
cc. Mrs. C h r i s t y  Johnson McAvoy 

1 8 1 7  HILLCREST RD. HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA T O C - 7 =  r ? * 3 1  874-S2G2 
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Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 

Photographs 1-9 



Photograph 1: Overall view northwest, south (left) and east  
(right) elevations (photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Photograph 2: Detail view south, north elevation showing upper floor fenestration 
(photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008)  

Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 



Photograph 3: Interior view northwest, entrance  
lobby (photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008)  

Photograph 5: Exterior view southwest, main entry fronting corner of Hillcrest Rd 
(left) and Bonita Terrace (right) (photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Photograph 4: Interior view, typical apartment  
unit kitchen (photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 



Photograph 6: Overall view southeast, north eleva-
tion fronting Bonita Terrace (photo: Chattel Archi-
tecture, 2008) 

Photograph 7: View west, main entry on east elevation 
(photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Photograph 8: Interior view northeast, sixth floor apartment unit 
(photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 



Photograph 9: Interior view, historic elevator cab 
(photo: Chattel Architecture, 2008) 

Historic-Cultural Monument Application  Villa Bonita 
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