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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the  

 S.T. FALK APARTMENTS 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER(S): John-Mark Horton 
 3631 Carnation Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90026  

      
APPLICANT: John-Mark Horton 
 3631 Carnation Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90026  
  

 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, Planning Assistant  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: July 21, 2016 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1060 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2016-1078-HCM 
          ENV-2016-1079-CE 
 
Location: 3631 – 3635 Carnation Avenue and 1810-
1816 Lucile Avenue 
Council District: 13 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake – Echo Park – 
Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Silver Lake 
Legal Description: Crestmont Tract, Lot 156-157 
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SUMMARY 
 
The 1940 S.T. Falk Apartments are located at 3631-3635 Carnation Avenue at the corner of 
Lucile Avenue in the Silver Lake district, overlooking Hollywood. The four-unit, multi-family 
apartment building was designed by master architect Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-1953) for Mr. 
S. T. Falk and his wife, Pauline, on two adjacent lots that form a triangular shape. 
 
The three-level, wood frame, International Style property was designed to fit into a small, sloped 
site while retaining a sense of privacy and outdoor space for each apartment. All four units have 
a private roof terrace and are connected by a small courtyard accessed from the street. There 
are two one-bedroom units that are raised off the street to allow for views over the houses 
across from them on Lucile Avenue. The two two-bedroom units face sixty degrees in the 
opposite direction and are entered from Carnation Avenue, which is raised above Lucile 
Avenue. On the upper-most level there is two-bedroom penthouse unit that contains sweeping 
views of the city below as well as a private patio garden. The complex interlocking forms of the 
three floors, private courtyards, roof forms, and exterior stucco are all intact. Significant interior 
features include sliding glass walls, clerestory windows, stained pine panel plywood ceilings, 
original built-ins, tile, and hardwood floors. 
 
Rudolph M. Schindler (1887-1953) was a pivotal modernist architect who designed more than 
500 projects, of which over 150 were built, mostly in the Los Angeles area. Schindler was born 
in Vienna in 1887 and trained at the Imperial Institute of Engineering and the Vienna Academy 
of Fine Arts where he was influenced by the work of the Vienna Secessionists Otto Wagner and 
Adolf Loos. He was drawn to America by the 1910 Wasmuth portfolio on the work of Frank 
Lloyd Wright. Schindler went to Chicago in 1914, eventually entering Wright’s office in 1918. 
Wright sent Schindler to Los Angeles in 1920 to supervise construction of Aline Barnsdall’s 
Hollyhock House. By 1921 Schindler decided to remain in Los Angeles and went on to build his 
own practice which he housed at his personal residence and studio that he designed in 1922 on 
Kings Road in what is now West Hollywood and currently houses the MAK Center. Schindler 
resided at the house until his death in 1953. During his lifetime Schindler created a body of work 
in Southern California that placed him as one of the masters of early modern architecture. 
Schindler became more widely recognized after his death for what he called “space 
architecture” that focused on creating complex and light filled interior spaces. Many of 
Schindler’s trademarks are evident in the S.T. Falk Apartments such as his inventive use of 
form, warm materials, and ability to design for less than ideal sites. Some of Schindler’s other 
notable works include: 
 

• Freeman House, 1924, HCM #247 
• How House, 1925, HCM #895 
• Elliot House, 1930, HCM #690 
• Buck House, 1934, HCM #122 
• Sachs Apartments, 1927-1939, HCM #1118 
• Luby and Anastasia Bubeshko Apartments, 1939, HCM #831 

 
The citywide historic resources survey, SurveyLA, found the S.T. Falk Apartments eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places and the California Register, as well as eligible 
for local Historic-Cultural Monument designation under the context of L.A. Modernism, 1919-
1980 as an excellent, rare example of an International Style apartment building and as an 
example of a multi-family building type designed by architect Rudolph M. Schindler.  
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures 
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community 
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important 
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing 
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style 
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose 
individual genius influenced his age. 
 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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