Los Angeles Department of City Planning
RECOMMENDATION REPORT
CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION

CASE NO.: CHC-2008-3350-HCM

HEARING DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Location: 400 Block of Pullman Avenue
Council District: 14
Community Plan Area: Northeast Los Angeles
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles
Neighborhood Council: Arroyo Seco
Legal Description: Pullman Street southerly of
Block 21 of Highland Park Addition and northerly
of Blocks A and F of the Pasadena Villa Tract

August 21, 2008
10:00 AM
City Hall, Room 1010
200 N. Spring Street
Los Angeles, CA
90012

PROJECT:

Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the
HERMON CAR WALL

REQUEST:

Declare the property a Historic-Cultural Monument

APPLICANT:

Arroyo Park Neighborhood Council
140 S. Avenue 57
Los Angeles, CA 90042

OWNER:

City of Los Angeles

RECOMMENDATION

That the Cultural Heritage Commission:

1. Take the property under consideration as a Historic-Cultural Monument per Los
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal
may warrant further investigation.
2. Adopt the report findings.
S. GAIL GOLDBERG, AICP
Director of Planning
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]

Ken Bernstein, Manager
Office of Historic Resources

Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect
Office of Historic Resources

Prepared by:
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]
________________________
Edgar Garcia, Preservation Planner
Office of Historic Resources
Attachments:

December 30, 2007 Historic-Cultural Monument Application
ZIMAS Report

Hermon Car Wall
CHC-2008-3350-HCM
Page 2 of 2
SUMMARY
Constructed in 1932-1940s and located in the Hermon area, this undulating retaining wall of
varying height is a creative work of folk art. The structure is located on a section of Pullman
Street in a hilly and vegetated setting. Materials used to construct the retaining wall include
automobile parts, from engine crankcases to wooden spoke wheels, local bricks, and nonindigenous stones. The curved, central section is the highest portion of the wall and is topped
with four wooden spoke wheels from the 1920s. Various engine and transmission parts from
Model T’s and other early GM cars are embedded within the lower levels of the wall. The
structure also contains bricks from a school demolished after the Long Beach earthquake and
other items collected from trips to the desert and other locations.
The proposed Hermon Car Wall monument was built by Albert Emmanuel Sederquist. With his
nephews’ help, Sederquist built the retaining wall over a period of ten years, serving to protect
Sederquist’s property as well as celebrate the early years of “America’s love affair with the
automobile”. Sederquist was a car enthusiast, owning about six cars and working for both the
LA Traffic Bureau and the Carmichael Traffic Corporation while living in Los Angeles.
Roots, erosion, and deterioration have damaged some of the lower parts of the wall, causing
some of the artifacts to come loose. Most of the ejected parts have been stored by neighbors.
CRITERIA
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon) building or structure of
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, such as historic structures
or sites in which the broad cultural, economic, or social history of the nation, State or community
is reflected or exemplified, or which are identified with historic personages or with important
events in the main currents of national, State or local history or which embody the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style
or method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer or architect whose
individual genius influenced his age.
FINDINGS
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument.

Historic-Cultural Monument
Application
TYPE OR PRINT IN ALL CAPITAL BLOCK LETTERS
Identification
1. name of proposed monument ___
2. street address ___
city ___Los Angeles

Hermon Car Wall

_

_____

_

400 Block of Pullman Avenue
________zip code ____90042

_

council district _

14

_

assessor’s parcel no. Public Right of Way bounded by Assessor’s Maps in Books 5301, Page 5 and _
5302, Pages 6 and 7

_

3. complete legal description: tract _ Pullman Street lying Southerly of Block 21 of Highland Park
Addition and Northerly of Blocks A and F of the Pasadena Villa Tract, between Monterey Road to _
the East and Bushnell Way to the West, in the City of Los Angeles, County of Los Angeles, State of
California as per Maps filed in Book 2, Pages 69 and 70 of Maps and Book 3, Pages 5 through 8, _

_

inclusive of Maps, in the Office of the County Recorder of said County.

_

Block

N/A

_Lot(s) _

range of addresses on property

N/A

.

_ arb. no.

N/A

_

400 through 450 and 401 through 449 Pullman Street

_
_

4. present owner

City of Los Angeles

street address ____
city _Los Angeles
owner is:

___

200 N. Spring Street
state CA zip code

private

5. present use _

__

_

90012 phone_(213)

_

__public

Retaining Wall

_

X

original use _

_

Retaining Wall

_

Description
6. architectural style ___

Folk Art

_

7. state present physical description of the site or structure (see optional description worksheet)
(see description worksheet)

_
_
_

_

_

_

_
_

_

_
__
_
_
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Name of Proposed Monument

Hermon Car Wall

10.

construction date: factual _

11.

architect , designer, or engineer: __

12.

contractor or other builder: _

13.

dates of enclosed photographs _

14.

condition:

15.

alterations:

excellent

_estimated

good

1932 &1942

_

Albert Emmanuel Sederquist

_

Same

_

March 21, 2006

_

_ fair

deteriorated

no longer in existence

Several smaller portions have fallen down during recent rains and the car parts have

been stored by neighbors in anticipation of land-marking and subsequent repairs..
16.

threats to site

none known

private development

17.

is the structure _ on its original site

moved

vandalism

_
_

public works project _ Deterioration

unknown

significance

18.

briefly state historical and/or architectural importance; include dates, events, and persons associated
with site (see optional significance worksheet) The Hermon Car wall was constructed between about 1932
and the beginning of World War II by Albert Emmanuel Sederquist, who was a clerk for the LA Traffic

_

Bureau and later as a shipping clerk for the Carmichael Traffic Corporation on Main Street. He arrived_
in Los Angeles in 1926, after living at various locations, such as his native Iowa, Oakland and Chicago,

_

A life-long bachelor, he lived at the Cadillac Hotel on South Main Street of many years. In the early

_

1930s, he purchased some land West of Monterey Road in the Hermon area of Los Angeles, along the

_

edge of what is now Debs Park. Sederquist, who had several old cars and more parts, decided to build a _
retaining wall to protect his property and proceeded to do so with the aid of three young nephews, who _
helped him to build the wall, using old car parts as a decorative element in the face of the wall. The wall
also contained bricks from a school demolished after the Long Beach earthquake and other items that _
he collected on trips to the desert and other locations. The wall took about 10 years to build. He used_
the land that he owned for camping and as a getaway. It was eventually sold for taxes after his death.

19.

_

sources (list books, documents, surveys, personal interviews with dates) Biography of Albert Sederquist from
information supplied by his nephew, Walter Sederquist of Modesto, CA, (attached), LA County assessors _

20.

records, recorded deeds, US Census Records and History of Page County Iowa on the Sederquist Family.

_

date form prepared December 30, 2007_ preparer’s name

_

Charles J. Fisher

organization Arroyo Seco Neighborhood Council. street address
city _Highland Park

state _CA

E-mail address: _____

zip code

90042 phone _

__arroyoseco@hotmail.com

140 S. Avenue 57

_

(323) 256-3593

_
_
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DESCRIPTION WORK SHEET
type or print in all capital block letters

the _

_ is a __

Hermon Car Wall

___

name of proposed monument

Folk Art

_, _

undulating

architectural style (see liine 8 above)

with a

plan

Concrete and brick
N/A

story,

Retaining Wall

plan shape (see chart)

_ finish and

automotive parts

trim.

material (wood, metal, etc.)

roof is

roof shape (see chart))

_

structure use (residence, etc)

material (wood siding, wood shingles, brick, stucco, etc

its

N/A
number of stories

N/A

.

material (clay tile, asphalt or wood shingles

N/A

,

WINDOW MATERIAL

are part of the design.

1910s through 1920s car parts set in concrete
window type [double hung (slides up & down), casement (opens out), horizontal sliding, etc]

the entry features a

N/A

._

door location (recessed, centered, off-center, corner, etc.)

with a

_ door. Additional character defining elements

N/A
entry door style (see chart)

of the structure are an undulating retaining wall of varying height, the concrete structure has _
identify original features such as porches (see chart); balconies; number and shape of dormers (see chart);

various automobile parts, ranging from engine crankcases to wooden spoke wheels set into the side_
number and location of chimneys; shutters; secondary finish materials; parapets; metal trim; decorative tile or cast stone; arches;

of the wall, in addition to bricks and non-indigenous stones. The curved central section is topped

_

ornamental woodwork; symmetry or asymmetry; cornices; friezes; towers or turrets; bay windows; halftimbering; horizontality;

with four wooden spoke wheels of 1920s vintage, with various engine and transmission parts from

_

verticality; formality or informality; garden walls, etc.

Model “T”s and early GM cars embedded in the lower levels of the wall. The structure gets lower to
additional defining elements

he left and right of the high center. Tree roots and other means of erosion have damaged some of the
additional defining elements

lower parts of the wall, causing auto parts to come loose. Most of the ejected parts have been stored by

_

additional defining elements

neighbors and could be reinserted if the wall is restored.

_

additional defining elements

_
additional defining elements

_
additional defining elements

secondary buildings consist of A public walkway in the street right of way is above the wall.
identify garage; garden shelter, etc.

significant interior spaces include

There are no interior spaces

__

Identify original features such as wood paneling; moldings and trim, special glass windows,

_

_

ornate ceilings; plaster moldings; light fixtures; painted decoration; ceramic tile; stair balustrades; built-in furniture, etc.

_

_

identify notable mature trees and shrubs

_
identify notable mature trees and shrubs
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Significance Work Sheet
type or hand print in all capital block letters

Complete One or Both of the Upper and Lower Portions of This Page
Architectural Significance

the _

Hermon Car Wall

is an important example of

name of proposed monument

_

Folk Art

_____

architecture

Architectural style (see line 8)

and meets the cultural heritage ordinance because of the high quality of its design and the retention
of its original form, detailing and integrity.
And/or
Historical Significance
The _
__

Hermon Car Wall
_
Name of proposed monument

Albert Emanuel Sederquist

_ was built in _ roughly between 1932 and 1941
year built

was important to the

Name of first or other significant owner

development of Los Angeles because the work that he created celebrates the early years of the American

_

love affair with the automobile by memorializing the various parts of cars in a gallery setting of concrete, brick _
and stone. In a practical sense, it was a creative way of dealing with auto parts that were worn out or were no

_

longer considered usable as the machine advanced in technology. Sederquist owned about six cars when he

_

started building the wall and worn out parts were available for the work. With the aid of his three nephews, he _
first able to construct the main central part of the wall and finish the extensions over the next decade. In a

_

practical sense, the wall has helped to keep the hillside from falling down on several houses that face an alley _
partially lies within the Pullman Street right of way. It does, however, qualify as folk art in the same manner as _
Simon Rodia’s “Watts Towers” (HCM 15) or Daniel Van Meter’s “Tower of Wooden Pallets (HCM 184). The wall

_

Has been known and loved by the residents of the Hermon Community for many years but is now in need of a

_

substantial repair project. Being that the wall is located on City Land, it has been the desire of the Arroyo Seco
Neighborhood Council that it be recognized and designated a Historic Cultural Monument so that the work of

_

Stabilizing and restoring the wall can then be properly monitored by the Office of Historic Resources. Albert _
Emanuel Sederquist was born the family farm, in Page County Iowa, on November 6, 1889 To Franz Otto and

_

Carrie L. (Hart) Sederquist, who were both natives of Sweden. His Mother died before Albert reached the age of_
10. Young Albert left the farm and he worked as a hired farm laborer for a while, as he attended Iowa State,

_
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Significance Work Sheet
Continued

University. After a year in the army, he settled in Oakland, California, where he worked as the

_

secretary for the Palestine Pageant Company during World War I. After the War, he relocated to

_

Chicago, where he found work as a salesman while he stayed at the YMCA. In 1926 he arrived in Los

_

Angeles and found a room at a hotel at 932½ S. main Street and went to work for the Carmichael

_

Traffic Corporation, a freight company on Main Street, where he was a clerk handling freight claims._
In 1932, Sederquist bought Lots 4 through 11 of Block 21 of the Highland Park Addition, which is in _
The Hermon area, East of Bushnell Way, between Terrill Avenue and Pullman Street, the latter of

_

which was then and remains unimproved other then a public walkway. He used the property, which he _
referred to as “The Dugout”, as a place for weekend campouts and picnics. He soon began building the
car wall at the rear of the property, in the Pullman right of way. The wall was completed around

_

1941 and Sederquist was to retain ownership of the property until his death on May 9, 1959. Years

_

later, his nephew, Walter Sederquist, of Modesto, California, supplied information and some photos _
to an unnamed writer, who documented Sederquist’s life and the Car Wall. There are a few minor

_

discrepancies with the documented record, but it appears to be essentially accurate. One difference_
was that the land was not sold for taxes as stated in the write-up. Lyle Peters bought the land from _
Sederquist’s estate on May 25, 1960 and built several houses. He ran a driveway up from Terrill to

_

The Pullman right of way to provide access to the houses. The alley he built is partly in the Pullman _
Street right of way and provide easy access to view the car wall. In 2004, Rev David B. Fenwick wrote_
An article about “Hermon’s Hermit”, where he tied the car wall to a mystery man who supposedly

_

Homesteaded some land in what is now Debs Park. He credited this man for the wall. This was before _
The earlier article on Sederquist was found. Rev Fenwick may have combined Sederquist, who has now
been documented as the walls creator, with this other man. The stories do have some similarities, but_
Official records show the earlier write-up to be closer to the truth. Both stories are attached as they
Provide a look into an interesting, if obscure part of the history of the Hermon Community. The car

_

Wall is the tangible reminder of that history and it’s preservation and restoration is a high priority

_

For Hermon as well as the other communities along the Arroyo Seco, as a celebration of the many

_

Artists who have called the Arroyo Seco their home for well over a Century.

_
_
_
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The Mystery of Hermon’s Hermit
%\5HY'DYLG%)HQZLFN

-XVWHDVWRIWKH9LD0DULVRODQG$YHQXHRIIUDPSVIURPWKH3DVDGHQD)UHHZD\LVWKH
OLWWOHKLOODQGYDOOH\FRPPXQLW\RI+HUPRQLQWKH&LW\RI/RV$QJHOHV

'HYHORSPHQWEHJDQLQWKLVDUHDLQZKHQDJURXSRI)UHH0HWKRGLVWSHRSOHVHWWOHGLQ
+HUPRQZLWKDFRPPLWPHQWWRGHYHORSDFKXUFKDQGFROOHJHZKHUH&KULVWLDQOHDGHUVFRXOGEH
WUDLQHG7KHLUJRDOVZHUHPRUHWKDQIXOILOOHGDVKXQGUHGVRISDVWRUVHYDQJHOLVWVPLVVLRQDULHV
DQGGHGLFDWHG&KULVWLDQOD\SHUVRQVZHUHWUDLQHGDW/RV$QJHOHV3DFLILF&ROOHJHWKHQZHQWRXWWR
VHUYHWKURXJKRXWWKHZRUOG/$3&HYHQWXDOO\PHUJHGZLWK$]XVD%LEOH&ROOHJHUHVXOWLQJLQ
$]XVD3DFLILF8QLYHUVLW\3DFLILF&KULVWLDQ+LJK6FKRROFRQWLQXHGDWWKHRULJLQDOORFDWLRQXQWLO
+HUPRQ&RPPXQLW\&KXUFKFRQWLQXHVWKHUHDIWHUPRUHWKDQ\HDUV

6RPHWLPHEHWZHHQDQGD“P\VWHU\PDQ”DUULYHGDWDYHU\VSDUVHO\GHYHORSHG
+HUPRQFRPPXQLW\6LQFHIDFWVDQGUXPRUVDUHVFDUFHWKHVWRU\LVDPL[WXUHRIIDFWP\VWHU\
DQGOHJHQG+RSHIXOO\WKURXJKRXWWKH+HUPRQDUHDWKHUHPD\EHDIHZROGWLPHUVZKRFRXOG
ILOOLQPDQ\PRUHGHWDLOVWKXVPDNLQJWKHOHJHQGHYHQPRUHLQWHUHVWLQJ

7KLVP\VWHU\PDQFDPHIURPWKHHDVW SHUKDSV6W/RXLV DUULYLQJLQKLVUHFHQWPRGHO
DXWRPRELOH,QLWKHFDUULHGDIHZSHUVRQDOEHORQJLQJVDQGPDQ\URFNVFROOHFWHGIURPVSHFLDO
SODFHVDORQJKLVMRXUQH\ZHVW

)RUUHDVRQVRIKLVRZQKHGLGQRWSXUFKDVHSURSHUW\UHDGLO\DYDLODEOHDWWKDWWLPHLQWKH+HUPRQ
YDOOH\:DVKHWRRSRRUDIWHUKLVMRXUQH\":DVKHDQDWXUHORYHUDQGUHFOXVH")RUZKDWHYHU
UHDVRQVKHFKRVHWR“KRPHVWHDG” DOLWWOHVKDFNDORQJWKHQRUWKHDVWHUQHGJHRIWKHKLOOVLQZKDWLV
QRZ'HEV0RQWHFLWR+LOOV3DUN6RPHPDVRQU\UXLQVRIWKDWVKDFNFDQVWLOOEHVHHQDORQJD
QDUURZWUDLO$VDIUHTXHQWKLNHULQWKHSDUNVLQFHWKHPLGಬ V,KDYHEHFRPHTXLWH
LQWHUHVWHGLQWKLVVWRU\

,EHOLHYHWKHUHLVVRPHHYLGHQFHWKDW+HUPRQ’VP\VWHU\PDQZDVDQDWXUHORYHUDQGDUHFOXVH
,QWKH’VDQG’V,XVHGWRVHHQHDUWKHUXLQVRIWKHROGVKDFNDODUJHFOXPSRIQRSDOFDFWXV
ZLWKWKHLUSULFNO\SHDUIUXLW NQRZQDVWXQDVLQ6SDQLVK 2QFHLQDZKLOHQHDUWKHSDWFKRI
QRSDOHV,ZRXOGVHHD0H[LFDQPDQZLWKDPDFKHWH/LWWOHE\OLWWOHWKHVHGHOLFDFLHVYDQLVKHG
IURPWKDWORFDWLRQ'HEVSDUNLVDQDUHDZKLFKVWLOOVXSSRUWVDEXQGDQWZLOGOLIH,EHOLHYH
+HUPRQ’V+HUPLWIRXQGPXFKKHFRXOGHDWDWWKDWWLPHLQWKRVHKLOOVFDFWXVSULFNO\SHDUV

PXVWDUGJUHHQVUDEELWPHDWTXDLOPHDW WKHTXDLOVVHHPWRKDYHGLVDSSHDUHGLQUHFHQW\HDUV 
SHUKDSVUDFFRRQVEODFNZDOQXWVHWF

$WVRPHSRLQWWKLV$UUR\R5HFOXVHZDVQRORQJHUDEOHWRNHHSKLVFDULQUHSDLUVRKHGHFLGHGWR
PHPRULDOL]HLWDORQJZLWKWKHVRXYHQLUVWRQHVZKLFKKHKDGFROOHFWHGRQKLVMRXUQH\ZHVW+HGLG
WKLVE\FUHDWLQJDFHPHQWZDOOEHORZWKHQRUWKHGJHRIWKHKLJKHVWSDUWRIWKH3XOOPDQZDONZD\
EHWZHHQ0RQWHUH\5RDGDQG%XVKQHOO:D\,WFDQEHVHHQIURPWKH
SULYDWHGULYHEUDQFKLQJRIIIURPWKHKLJKHVWSRLQWRQ7HUULOO$YH+HUPRQಬ V+HUPLWLPEHGGHG
WKHZKHHOVHQJLQHDQGGULYHVKDIWSDUWVRIKLVFDULQWKLVZDOOEXWWKDWZDVQRWDOO+HDOVR
SODFHGPDQ\URFNVRIYDULRXVFRORUVLQWKHZDOO6RPHRIWKHVHURFNVKDGREYLRXVO\EHHQ
JDWKHUHGRQKLVMRXUQH\ZHVWEHFDXVHKHVFUDWFKHGLQWRWKHZDOOWKHORFDWLRQVZKHUHKHKDG
FROOHFWHGWKHP

8QIRUWXQDWHO\WKHUHKDYHEHHQVHYHUDOPXGVOLGHVIURPZLQWHUUDLQVGXULQJWKHSHULRGIURPWKHPLG
’VXQWLOWKHKHDY\UDLQVZKLFKIHOOGXULQJWKHZLQWHURI7KHZDOOFUHDWHGE\+HUPRQ’V
+HUPLWKDVEHHQEDGO\GDPDJHG0RVWRIWKHFHPHQWODEHOVRIKLVURFNFROOHFWLRQDUHQRZEXULHG
XQGHUGLUW/DUJHKXQNVRIZDOODUHQRZLQUXLQVEXWWKHVHFWLRQZKLFKKROGVWKHZKHHOVDQG
PHFKDQLFDOSDUWVRIKLVFDULVVWLOOVWDQGLQJ

:LOOWKHVHUHOLFVVRRQGLVDSSHDU"7KHUHKDVEHHQDTXHVWLRQGRHVWKHGDPDJHGDUHDEHORQJWR
WKHFLW\’VULJKWRIZD\IRUWKH3XOOPDQ$YHZDONZD\"$UHQHDUE\QHLJKERUVUHVSRQVLEOH"
$SSDUHQWO\LWKDVQRZEHHQVHWWOHG7KHZDOOLVRQFLW\SURSHUW\:LOOWKHFLW\EHZLOOLQJWRUHEXLOG
DQGUHFODLPWKLVFXULRXVSLHFHRIKLVWRU\DQGIDVFLQDWLQJOHJHQG"$PRQJWKH“ROGWLPHUV”VWLOO
OLYLQJLQWKHDUHDKRZPXFKRIWKHOHJHQGRI+HUPRQ’V+HUPLWFDQVWLOOEHSLHFHGWRJHWKHULQRUGHU
WRPDNHWKLVVWRU\HYHQPRUHLQWHUHVWLQJDQGFRPSOHWH"2QO\WLPHZLOOWHOO
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Hermon Car Wall, 400 Block of Pullman Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Hermon Car Wall, 400 Block of Pullman Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Hermon Car Wall, 400 Block of Pullman Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Hermon Car Wall, 400 Block of Pullman Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

Hermon Car Wall, 400 Block of Pullman Avenue (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher)

