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Kurt Werner Meyer life chronology

I arrived in California in 1949 with my wife Rosemary, $74 in my pocket and a 1947 Chevrolet.

	1922
	Born in Zürich to Max and Elisabeth Meyer at home, Haldenegg 3. My father was a silk merchant.

	1935
	Christmas: I decided one day to explore Tibet  after reading Sven Hedin’s biography: Abenteuer in Tibet, the youth version, that my parents gave me for Christmas. 

	
	

	1943
	Bicycled over 5 major Swiss passes.

	
	

	1940
	Joined Swiss Army (6 month stints, alternating with ETH) as officer

	
	Entered ETH as architecture student, studying 6 months at a time

	1946?
	Left Army as lieutenant

	
	Graduated from ETH (Swiss Institute of Technology, Zürich)

	1946
	Traveled to Paris, Brittany, Loire Valley, Brussels, Amsterdam

	1948
	Married Rosemary in Zürich; we moved to USA

	1948
	Moved to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania for my first job.

	1949
	Drove across the US on Rte 66. stayed in Los Angeles. Took my first California job at Bechtel. 

	1955
	Licensed in California as architect

	
	Moved to Kistner, Wright and Wright

	1955
	With 2 others, decided to strike out on our own, to open a 3 partner firm. Cox, Hagman, Meyer.

	1950s + 60s
	Vacations in the Sierra Nevada mountains of California

	1957
	Opened my own architectural practice in LA, Kurt Meyer Associates

	1958
	Death Valley Union High School 

	1959
	Lytton Savings Home office, Sunset Blvd. and Crescent Heights 

	1964
	Flew to Ankara Turkey for Swiss army friend’s wedding, also Israel, Greece

	1965
	Member, Los Angeles Goals Council

	1966
	Joined board of Hollywood YMCA

	1967
	Won the Grand Prix award, American Institute of Architects(AIA) for the Liberty Savings bldg

	1967-75
	Had an architecture office on Guam Island in the Pacific Ocean. I visited periodically to oversee the projects. 

	1968-1971
	Director, Southern California Chapter, AIA (see CCAIA Public Service Award statement)

	1979
	Nepal: hiked around Annapurna with Susanne and David Christopher. My 1st Himalaya trip.

	1973
	Named a Fellow, American Institute of Architects

	1973-1979
	Named by Mayor of LA Tom Bradley to the board of the LA City Community Redevelopment Agency

	1976-1978
	Chairman, LA Community Redevelopment Agency. Under my leadership, the Japanese Village Plaza was created in Japanese character; Angeles Plaza, Bunker Hill housing for elderly and low-income elderly, finding a home for the downtown YMCA, keeping the jewelry industry downtown. The senior downtown housing is the largest in the USA and continues to today to receive officials visiting from all over the world to see how it can be done successfully. 

	1986-1992
	Joined board of trustees of the Southern California School of Architecture, “cutting edge” architecture school in southern California. “SCI-Arc” Chairman of the Board for several years to 1992.

	1982
	I went to Bhutan, where my group (organized by me) made the first tourist trek ever up to Laya. It had recently opened up to tourism. 

	1985
	Tibet: I walked around the holy Mount Kailash, the holiest mountain for Buddhists and Hindus. One of the first groups to enter Tibet and travel to Kailash.

	
	Traveled the Silk Road to Dunhuang, Kizil, and Kashgar

	1987
	Tibet, my second trip: Kyunglung and to headwaters/source of Karnali River. Also visited Nepal when I by chance discovered my first village of Tharu folk art. 

	1990
	Elected Fellow of the Explorers’ Club (president then was Sir Edmund Hilary)

	1991
	Zanskar/Ladakh: trekked in “Little Tibet” in northern India, with Sam Moore

	1991
	Treated successfully for colon cancer.

	1992
	Sold Meyer & Allen architecture practice to Clif Allen

	1992
	Awarded the LA Chamber of Commerce Lifetime Achievement Award

	1992
	Awarded the Public Service Award, California Council of the AIA

	1993-2002
	Lived in Nepal with Pamela, researching the Tharu tribe’s folk art, as Research Scholars, Department of Anthropology, Center for Nepali and Asian Studies, 

Tribhuvan University, Nepal 

	1993-1996
	Explored Nepal Tarai and photographed Tharu folk art (we have a small webpage at www.asianart.com/tharu) 

	1998
	Published Tharu Mahabharata book

	1999
	Produced documentary video: The Mahabharata: the Tharu Barka Naach and the book of the same.

	2000
	published  The Kings of Nepal and the Tharu of the Tarai

	2001
	Received by the King of Nepal with Pamela in a rare audience honoring our research on the Tharu.  (The king was assassinated by his son the following year.) 

	2005
	Published In the Shadows of the Himalayas: Tibet/Bhutan/Nepal/Sikkim, co-author with Pamela. Mapin Publishing, Ahmedabad, India. We launched our book in New Delhi. 

	2003
	UCLA Fowler Museum exhibit: The Spirit of Rice in Asia. we contributed the Nepal part

	2010
	Rubin Museum of Himalayan Art, New York; Exhibition of the Kurt Meyer Collection of John Claude White photos of Bhutan and Sikkim.  http://www.rmanyc.org/nav/exhibitions/view/755 

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	Major (but not all) architecture projects constructed since the 1970s:

	
	

	1970s
	Glendale Federal Savings and Loan

	1970s
	San Pedro Bank Building

	
	

	1970s
	Daiko Hotel, Guam and others 

	1973
	Meyer + Allen office bldg and our residence

	1973
	Bank of California

	1974
	Huntington Beach Civic Center

	1975
	Maple Condominium Towers

	1975
	Campus Science Building

	1970s
	Camarillo Medical Buildings

	1977
	Century Federal Savings+Loan 7 story HQ

	1980
	Glendale Teachers Credit Union

	1982
	Plaza de la Raza Cultural Center

	1983
	Exxon Western Division HQ

	1984
	San Bernardino County Gov’t Center

	1984
	Office building

	
	

	1986
	Fuller Seminary: Psychology building, Meditation Chapel and prayer garden, dormitory, Fuller Plaza

	1987
	Janss Mall Car Wash

	1987
	Lockheed Federal Credit Union

	1987
	San Bernardino County Sheriff’s headquarters

	1990
	University of California at Los Angeles Medical Building #3

	1992
	South Coast Air Quality Management District Headquarters

	1992
	University of  Redlands Campus Center


QUOTES: 

Q. What is your approach to architecture?

A. I work to my strengths, in problem-solving. In intellectual analysis of a proposed building. For example, the AQMD was a very complex project with multiple needs that needed to be wrapped into one: public spaces, science labs, offices.

Q. What has been the Swiss influence on you?

A.  A high standard of ethics, and the Swiss history of successful urbanism, a strong sense of civic duty. Being from Zurich gave me a core of liberalism, with Zurich’s long history as an independent, liberal city.

Q. What careers did you consider, as a youth?

A.  Cartography and architecture. If I had become a cartographer, then I would have devoted my whole life to exploring, instead of beginning late in life. I would have liked that. But I’m entirely satisfied with my life as it has worked out.

Q. What was the biggest influence on you architecturally?

A. Ronchamps, Le Corbusier’s chapel, “which has been the biggest influence on my ideas about design and architecture. »
