
3900 Fig Project 
Addendum to The Fig Project Environmental Impact Report 

Case Number: ENV-2016-1892-EIR 
State Clearinghouse: SCH. 2016071049 

Project Location: 3900-3972 South Figueroa Street; 3901-3969 South Flower Drive; and 450 West 
39th Street 

Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles 

Council District: 9-Price 

Project Description: This document serves as the First Addendum to The Fig Project 
Environmental Impact Report Final EIR (ENV-2016-1892-EIR, SCH No. 2016071049) certified 
by the City of Los Angeles in June 2019 (Certified EIR). This Addendum analyzes the 
potential impacts of modifications to The Fig Project and previously approved entitlements 
(Original Project). Under the Modified Project, two multi-family structures located on the Project Site 
at the corner of W. 39th Street and S. Flower Drive that are contributing structures to the Flower 
Drive Historic District and were planned for relocation would be rehabilitated and restored on the 
Project Site. One additional historic contributing structure would be restored and relocated onsite 
to the northeast corner of the Site adjacent to the two contributors. In addition, two more 
historic contributing structures would be relocated offsite, currently planned for an adjacent site 
located on Flower Drive to the south of the Project Site. The Modified Project would adjust the 
layout of the on-site buildings, remove the hotel, office, and market-rate housing components of 
the Original Project and provide additional student housing and affordable dwelling units in-lieu 
of market rate dwelling units. The Original Project proposed 408 dwelling units (222 student 
housing units, 82 affordable housing units, and 104 market rate units). The Modified Project would 
include 435 dwelling units (348 student housing units and 87 affordable housing units). Commercial 
uses would be reduced to 23,670 square feet compared to the Original Project’s approximately 
96,500 square feet of commercial uses. The Modified Project would centralize parking within the 
Project Site into a parking structure, lined with residential and commercial uses on all frontages. The 
total amount of development would be reduced from 620,687 square feet of floor area under the 
Original Project to 577,700 square feet under the Modified Project. 

Prepared For: 

The City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning 

Prepared By: 

Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. 

October 2022 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project  i  City of Los Angeles 

Addendum to the EIR October 2022 

Table of Contents 

1 Introduction ............................................................................................................................. 1 

2 CEQA Authority for an Addendum .......................................................................................... 2 

3 Background ............................................................................................................................. 3 

3.1 Project Location and Surrounding Land Uses .......................................................... 3 

3.2 Project Site Conditions ............................................................................................. 3 

3.3 Land Use and Zoning ............................................................................................... 5 

4 Overview of Approved Project ................................................................................................. 5 

4.1 Hotel Uses ................................................................................................................ 8 

4.2 Student Housing ....................................................................................................... 8 

4.3 Mixed Income Housing ............................................................................................. 8 

4.4 Demolition ................................................................................................................ 8 

4.5 Parking ..................................................................................................................... 8 

4.6 Open Space and Landscaping ................................................................................. 8 

4.7 Construction ............................................................................................................. 9 

4.8 Sustainability ............................................................................................................ 9 

5 Modified Project ...................................................................................................................... 9 

5.1 Architectural Design ............................................................................................... 20 

5.2 Open Space and Landscaping ............................................................................... 20 

5.3 Parking and Access, Lighting, and Signage ........................................................... 26 

5.4 Sustainability .......................................................................................................... 26 

5.5 Construction Schedule ........................................................................................... 26 

6 Requested Permits and Approvals ........................................................................................ 27 

7 Comparative Analysis of Modified Project Impacts ............................................................... 27 

7.1 Analysis of Impacts ................................................................................................ 27 

7.1.1 Aesthetics ................................................................................................................ 3 

7.1.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources ...................................................................... 11 

7.1.3 Air Quality .............................................................................................................. 13 

7.1.4 Biological Resources ............................................................................................. 18 

7.1.5 Cultural Resources ................................................................................................ 23 

7.1.6 Energy ................................................................................................................... 29 

7.1.7 Geology and Soils ................................................................................................. 35 

7.1.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions .................................................................................. 40 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project  ii  City of Los Angeles 

Addendum to the EIR October 2022 

7.1.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials ........................................................................ 45 

7.1.10 Hydrology and Water Quality ................................................................................ 50 

7.1.11 Land Use and Planning ......................................................................................... 55 

7.1.12 Mineral Resources ................................................................................................ 59 

7.1.13 Noise ..................................................................................................................... 61 

7.1.14 Population and Housing ........................................................................................ 67 

7.1.15 Public Services ...................................................................................................... 71 

7.1.16 Recreation ............................................................................................................. 78 

7.1.17 Transportation ....................................................................................................... 80 

7.1.18 Tribal Cultural Resources ...................................................................................... 91 

7.1.19 Utilities and Service Systems ................................................................................ 94 

7.1.20 Wildfire ................................................................................................................ 103 

7.1.21 Cumulative Impacts ............................................................................................. 106 

7.1.22 Mandatory Findings of Significance .................................................................... 108 

List of Tables 

Table 1: Original Project and Modified Project Summary ........................................................... 13 

Table 2: Original Project and Modified Project Solid Waste Generation ..................................... 99 

List of Figures 

Figure 1.1: Project Location .......................................................................................................... 4 

Figure 1.2: Original Project Conceptual Site Plan ......................................................................... 7 

Figure 1.3: Original Project Conceptual Landscape Plan ........................................................... 10 

Figure 1.4: Modified Project Site Plan ......................................................................................... 11 

Figure 1.5: Modified Project Landscape Plan ............................................................................. 12 

Figure 1.6: Modified Project Level 1 ........................................................................................... 14 

Figure 1.7: Modified Project Level 2 ........................................................................................... 15 

Figure 1.8: Modified Project Level 3 ........................................................................................... 16 

Figure 1.9: Modified Project Level 4-6 ........................................................................................ 17 

Figure 1.10: Modified Project Level 7 ......................................................................................... 18 

Figure 1.11: Modified Project Level 8 ......................................................................................... 19 

Figure 1.12: Modified Project Elevations .................................................................................... 21 

Figure 1.13: Modified Project Elevations .................................................................................... 22 

Figure 1.14: Modified Project Elevations – S. Figueroa Street ................................................... 23 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project  iii  City of Los Angeles 

Addendum to the EIR October 2022 

Figure 1.15: Modified Project Elevations – S. Flower Drive ........................................................ 24 

Figure 1.16: Modified Project Elevations – W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa Street .................... 25 

Appendices 

Appendix A: Air Quality EIR Addendum Analysis 

Appendix B: Energy EIR Addendum Analysis 

Appendix C: Greenhouse Gas Emissions EIR Addendum Analysis 

Appendix D: Noise EIR Addendum Analysis 

Appendix E: Trip Generation Analysis 

Appendix F: Water and Wastewater Calculations 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 1 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR October 2022 

ADDENDUM TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
FOR THE 3900 FIG PROJECT 

1 Introduction 
This document is an Addendum to the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) prepared for 

The Fig Project (Original Project). In June 2019, the City Council certified The Fig Project 
EIR, denied the appeals to the Project approvals (Case Nos. ENV-2016-1892-EIR, 
VTT-74193-2A and CPC-2016-2658-VZC-HD-CUMCUP-ZAD-SPR-1A), and approved the 
Vesting Tentative Tract Map, the Vesting Zone Change, Height District Change, Conditional 
Use Permit, Main Conditional Use Permit, Zoning Administrator's Determination, and Site Plan 
Review, which included a seven-story development comprised of a hotel, student 
housing, and mixed-income housing components, within three separate buildings. The hotel 
component included 298 rooms, retail and restaurant uses, shared guest and public amenities, 
and public meeting spaces. The student housing component included 222 student housing 
units and community-serving retail and restaurant uses. The mixed-income housing 
component proposed 186 dwelling units (82 of which would be restricted to households earning 
no more than 80 percent of the Area Median Income), creative office space, and retail and 
restaurant uses. All three components were proposed to be served by an eight-story central 
parking structure, containing one subterranean parking level and a rooftop amenity level. Upon 
completion, the Original Project would result in 96,446 square feet (sf) of office and commercial 
uses, 408 total dwelling units, and 298 hotel guest room, for a total of up to 620,687 sf of new 
floor area, a total maximum floor area ratio (FAR) of 3.25:1, and a commercial FAR of 0.50:1.  

As part of the development, the Original Project would demolish five existing multi-family 
structures and preserve and relocate three existing multi-family structures that are contributing 
structures to the Flower Drive Historic District, determined eligible for listing in the California 
Register of Historical Resources. Of the five existing multi-family structures the Original Project 
would demolish, four are contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District and the other is a non-
contributor. 

Compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would reduce the Project’s footprint 
and amount of new floor area. The Modified Project would adjust the layout of the on-site 
buildings, remove the hotel and office components of the Original Project and provide additional 
market-rate student housing (348 units) and affordable dwelling units (87 units), a total of 435 
dwelling units in-lieu of the 408 dwelling units under the Original Project. In addition, the Modified 
Project would provide an expanded public plaza along Figueroa Street, additional open space 
areas for residents, and would preserve a total of five of the existing multi-family structures on the 
Project Site identified as contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District, two of which would be 
preserved in place and three of which would be relocated. This would be achieved through the 
relocation of one contributor onsite and two contributors on a neighboring site. The Modified 
Project would centralize parking within the Project Site into a parking structure, lined with 
residential and commercial uses on all frontages. The Modified Project proposes 23,670 sf of 
commercial uses and 435 dwelling units. The total amount of development would be reduced from 
620,538 sf under the Original Project to 577,700 sf under the Modified Project. 

This Addendum provides a review of the proposed modifications to demonstrate that the 
Modified Project does not meet the standards for a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR pursuant to 
Public Resources Code, Section 21166 or CEQA Guidelines Section 15162. 
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2 CEQA Authority for an Addendum 
CEQA establishes the type of environmental documentation required when changes to a 

project occur after an EIR is certified. Specifically, Section 15164(a) of the CEQA Guidelines 
states that: 

The lead agency or responsible agency shall prepare an addendum to a previously 
certified EIR if some changes or additions are necessary but none of the conditions 
described in Section 15162 calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR have 
occurred. 

Section 15162 of the CEQA Guidelines requires the preparation of a Subsequent EIR 
when an EIR has been certified or a negative declaration has been adopted for a project and one 
or more of the following circumstances exist: 

1. Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of the
previous EIR or negative declaration due to the involvement of new significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified
significant effects;

2 Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project is
undertaken, which will require major revisions of the previous EIR or negative declaration
due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase
in the severity of previously identified significant effects; or

3. New information of substantial importance, which was not known and could not have been
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous EIR was certified
as complete or the negative declaration was adopted, shows any of the following:

a. The project will have one or more significant effects not discussed in the previous EIR
or negative declaration;

b. Significant effects previously examined will be substantially more severe than shown
in the previous EIR;

c. Mitigation measures or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact
be feasible, and would substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the
project, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or
alternative; or

d. Mitigation measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those
analyzed in the previous EIR would substantially reduce one or more significant
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation
measure or alternative.

Likewise, California Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 21166 states that unless one 
or more of the following events occur, no Supplemental or Subsequent EIR shall be required by 
the lead agency or by any responsible agency: 

• Substantial changes are proposed in the project which will require major revisions of
the environmental impact report;
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• Substantial changes occur with respect to the circumstances under which the project 
is being undertaken which will require major revisions in the environmental impact 
report; or 

• New information, which was not known and could not have been known at the time 
the EIR was certified as complete, becomes available. 

As demonstrated by the analysis, the Modified Project would not result in any new 
significant impacts, nor would it substantially increase the severity of previously identified 
significant impacts. Furthermore, the Modified Project would incorporate all applicable and 
feasible mitigation measures. Therefore, the modifications resulting from the Modified Project do 
not meet the standards for a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR pursuant to Public Resources 
Code, Section 21166 or CEQA Guidelines Section 15162. 

3 Background 

3.1 PROJECT LOCATION AND SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The Project Site is located within the South Los Angeles Community Plan of the City of 
Los Angeles (City), approximately two miles southwest of downtown Los Angeles. The Project 
Sites is located at the 3900 block of S. Figueroa Street bounded by W. 39th Street to the north, 
S. Flower Drive to the east, commercial retail uses to the south and S. Figueroa Street to the west 
(Figure 1.1). The Project Site has convenient access to public transportation and is served by the 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) Blue Line and Expo Line, as 
well as several bus lines. The closest Metro rail station is the Expo Line's Expo Park/USC Station, 
located less than a half-mile northwest of the Project Site. 

The Project Site is located in a highly urbanized area. Surrounding uses include 
commercial retail and residential uses to the north; Flower Drive and the 1-110 freeway 
immediately to the east; the Expo Park Plaza strip mall directly to the south; and Exposition Park 
to the west across Figueroa Street. Exposition Park, owned by the State of California and leased 
by various entities, which houses the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, the California Science 
Center, the Dr. Theodore T. Alexander Jr. Science Center School, the California African American 
Museum, the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum, the Exposition Park Rose Garden, 
the Wallis Annenberg Building, and the Expo Center. In addition, USC's University Park Campus 
is located less than 0.3 miles north of the Project Site. 

3.2 PROJECT SITE CONDITIONS  

The Project Site is comprised of surface parking areas and residential uses. Specifically, 
there are currently eight vacant multi-family residential buildings containing a total of 32 dwelling 
units within approximately 33,720 square feet of residential floor area located on the northeastern 
portion of the Project Site fronting Flower Drive. These residential buildings are subject to the 
City's Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) and are part of the Flower Drive Historic District. The 
remainder of the Project Site is developed with surface parking lots. Landscaping within the 
Project Site includes ornamental landscaping, residential lawns, and hardscape features. Street 
trees and other trees within the Project Site consist of various non-native species that are not 
subject to the City of Los Angeles Protected Tree Ordinance (Ordinance 177,404). Access to the 
Project Site is currently provided via several driveways along W. 39th Street on the north, Flower 
Drive on the east, and S. Figueroa Street on the west. 

  



FIGURE 1.1: Project Location
Fig Project EIR Addendum

Source: Ankrom Moisan Architects, Inc, July 15, 2022
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3.3 LAND USE AND ZONING 

The Original Project and Modified Project are subject to the ordinances, policies, and 
standards in effect on the date the Original Project Application was deemed complete which 
occurred on September 8, 2016. At that time, the Southeast Los Angeles Community Plan 
designated the Project Site for Community Commercial land uses with the C2-1L zone along 
Figueroa Street and the R4-1L zone along Flower Drive. The updated South and Southeast Los 
Angeles Community Plans, effective December 29, 2018, included changes to the Community 
Plan policies, footnotes, land use designations, and zoning. As part of the December 2018 update, 
the boundary between the South Los Angeles and Southeast Los Angeles Community Plans was 
shifted to the east from Figueroa Street to the 1-110 Freeway. Currently, the Project Site is located 
within the South Los Angeles Community Plan and is designated for Community Commercial land 
uses corresponding to the C2, C4, RAS3, R3, RAS4, and R4 Zones. The Project Site is zoned 
(T)(Q)C2-2D.  

Additionally, the Project Site is within the boundaries of the Exposition/University Park 
Redevelopment Plan which encompasses approximately 574 acres of land located just southwest 
of Downtown Los Angeles. The Redevelopment Project Area is divided into four areas. The 
Project Site is located within Expansion Area 3. Pursuant to Ordinance No. 186,325, as of 
September 30, 2019, the land use-related plans and functions of the Designated Local Authority, 
the former local CRA/LA, have been transferred to the City of Los Angeles.  

4 Overview of Approved Project 
The Original Project proposed the removal of eight existing multi-family residential 

buildings and surface parking areas in order to construct a mixed-use development on an 
approximately 4.4-acre Project Site. The Original Project included three components: a hotel 
component, a student housing component, and a mixed-Income housing component. Each 
component of the Original Project was proposed to be contained within a separate seven-story 
building. All three components were proposed to be served by a central, eight-story above-ground 
parking structure, containing one subterranean parking level and a rooftop amenity level, with a 
maximum roof height of approximately 90 feet (Figure 1.2).  

The hotel component was proposed to be constructed on the northern portion of the 
Project Site and would occupy the corner of W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa Street. The mixed-
income housing component was proposed to be constructed on the southern, L-shaped portion 
of the Project Site. Under the Original Project, the student housing component would occupy the 
western portion of the Project Site, between the hotel component and the mixed-housing 
component. All three buildings were proposed to front on S. Figueroa Street. Each of these 
components are described below. 

Upon completion, the Original Project proposed up to up to 96,446 sf of commercial and 
office uses, 298 hotel guest rooms and 408 dwelling units totaling 620,687 square feet of new 
floor area, a total FAR of 3.25:1, and a commercial FAR of 0.50:1.  

4.1 FLOOR AREA MODIFICATIONS 

It should be noted that while the Original Project, as described in the Final EIR and 
subsequent entitlement approvals, notes that the total floor area of the Original Project is 620,697 
square feet; the Draft EIR for the project, including the Draft EIR technical analyses and 
calculations, analyzed 624,167 square feet of floor area. This is primarily due to a non-substantial 
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change to the lot area and corresponding maximum floor area calculations. Following publication 
of the Draft EIR, and in response to comments received from the City’s Bureau of Engineering 
regarding the Project’s vesting tentative tract map, the Applicant provided clarification to the 
Bureau of Engineering regarding the Project Site’s dedication and vacation areas as well as 
proposed street and sidewalk dimensions. Due to these clarifications, the Project Site’s lot area 
as described in the Draft EIR slightly decreased (from 192,605 square feet to 191,047 square 
feet). To maintain the project’s proposed floor area ratio of 3.25:1, the Project’s hotel floor area 
was slightly adjusted (decreasing from 167,430 square feet to 163,950 square feet), resulting in 
a minor decrease in the Project’s overall floor area (from 624,167 square feet to 620,687 square 
feet). No changes occurred to the number of hotel guest rooms, student housing, commercial 
floor area, or other features. This change was noted in the Final EIR, and the 620,687 square feet 
is the maximum allowable floor area described in the Original Project’s entitlement approvals. 
However, as the Draft EIR analyses and technical studies reference the Original Project’s larger 
hotel floor area and overall floor area, the analyses of impacts within this Addendum note these 
larger floor area numbers as the Original Project parameters, rather than the reduced Final EIR 
floor area calculations.  
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4.2 HOTEL USES 

Under the Original Project, the hotel component was located within seven above-ground 
levels and a basement level. The basement level would be dedicated to back-of-house uses, food 
preparation and service areas, as well as public meeting space. Level 1 would include the hotel 
lobby; administrative and back-of-house-uses; and ground-level retail and restaurant uses. The 
hotel's proposed 298 guest rooms would be located on Levels 2 through 7 of the building. Level 2 
would contain a dining area with a bar and terrace, public meeting space, as well as a courtyard. 
The hotel was proposed to provide shared guest and public amenities, such as a cafe, lounge, 
and pre-function areas. 

4.3 STUDENT HOUSING 

The student housing component was proposed to be in a seven-story building. The ground 
level of the building would consist of retail space, restaurant spaces, and leasing and other 
administrative uses. Levels 2 through 7 of the building would contain 222 student housing units. 

4.4 MIXED INCOME HOUSING 

The mixed-income housing component was proposed as a seven-story L-shaped building. 
The ground level of the building would include a lobby, leasing office, and other administrative 
uses, creative office space, retail uses, and restaurant uses. Levels 2 through 7 of the building 
would contain 186 dwelling units. Eighty-two of the units in the mixed-income housing Component 
building (20 percent) were to be restricted to households earning no more than 80 percent of the 
Area Median Income.  

4.5 DEMOLITION  

As part of the development, the Original Project would have demolished five existing multi-
family structures and preserved and relocated three existing multi-family structures. Of the eight 
total structures on the Project Site, seven are determined to be contributors to the Flower Drive 
Historic District, which has been determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of 
Historical Resources. The three buildings proposed to be relocated are all designated 
contributors, and the other five to be demolished include four designated contributors and one 
non-contributing building. 

4.6 PARKING 

Under the Original Project, an eight-story above-ground parking structure that includes 
one level of subterranean parking would be centrally located on the eastern portion of the Project 
Site. Under the Original Project, the parking structure would have a maximum roof height of 90 
feet and would provide a total of 900 vehicle parking spaces. The parking structure included a 
rooftop level containing amenities for hotel guests and residents.  

4.7 OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPING 

The Original Project proposed outdoor open space and recreational amenities, as well as 
indoor fitness centers and lounges, for use by the residents of the student housing and mixed-
income housing components (Figure 1.3). The open space provided for both buildings would 
exceed LAMC open space requirements. In addition, the hotel would provide various recreational 
amenities and open space areas including an outdoor terrace and courtyard on Level 2 of the 
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hotel building, a pool, spa, and a fitness room on the rooftop level of the parking structure for use 
by hotel guests. 

Under the Original Project, perimeter landscaping included walkways, shade canopy 
trees, street furniture, and continuity into outdoor dining spaces. Internal vehicular access ways 
would include unique paving materials and diverse landscape materials. Landscaping would be 
provided within the ground floor plaza and outdoor dining areas between the hotel and student 
housing buildings. In addition, landscaping was proposed to be installed in all courtyards and on 
the rooftop level of the parking structure. 

4.8 CONSTRUCTION 

Under the Original Project, construction was anticipated to occur over an approximate 
period of 18 months and was to be completed in 2020. The Original Project would require 
approximately 81,000 cubic yards of cut, 20,200 cubic yards of fill, and approximately 60,800 
cubic yards of export material and soil removal from the Project Site. 

4.9 SUSTAINABILITY 

The Original Project incorporated the principles of smart growth and environmental 
sustainability, as a mixed-use project close to transit and walkable streets, and services. In 
addition, the Original Project planned to incorporate LEED® features capable of achieving Silver 
Certification under the 2009 USGBC's LEED-NC® Rating System. 

5 Modified Project 
The Modified Project retains the same Project boundary as the Original Project (4.4 acres). 

However, under the Modified Project, two multi-family structures located on the Project Site at the 
corner of W. 39th Street and S. Flower Drive that are contributing structures to the Flower Drive Historic 
District and were planned for relocation would be rehabilitated and restored on the Project Site. One 
additional historic constributing structure would be restored and relocated onsite to the northeast 
corner of the Site adjacent to the two contributors. In addition, two more historic contributing structures 
would be relocated offsite, currently planned for an adjacent site located on Flower Drive to the south 
of the Project Site. As such, under the Modified Project, the amount of the Project Site that would 
contain new development would be reduced to 4.0 acres. 

As shown in Figure 1.4, Modified Project has eliminated the concept of three separate 
and distinct land uses (hotel component, student housing component, and a mixed-income 
housing component) as proposed under the Original Project. Instead, under the Modified Project, 
the hotel and office uses would be eliminated entirely, and the Modified Project proposes a mixed-
use development that integrates the residential and commercial uses. 

The Modified Project would provide additional market-rate student housing (348 units) and 
affordable dwelling units (87 units) for a total of 435 dwelling units in lieu of the 408 dwelling units 
proposed under the Original Project. Under the Modified Project, commercial uses totaling up to 
approximately 23,670 sf would be located along W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa Street and would 
include four potential distinct storefronts with ground-level commercial uses accessible to the 
public from the sidewalks. As shown in Figure 1.5, the Modified Project would provide expanded 
open space opportunities and amenities for residents, as compared to the Original Project. In 
addition, the Modified Project would provide an expansive public plaza along S. Figueroa Street. 
Surrounded by retail on the north and south side, the plaza is envisioned as a focal gathering 
area for use by residents, visitors, and employees and the general public.   



FIGURE 1.2: Original Project Conceptual Site Plan
Fig Project EIR Addendum

Source: Architects Orange, 2018



FIGURE 1.3: Original Project Conceptual Landscape Plan
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Source: Architects Orange, 2018
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PRELIMINARY LANDSCAPE SCHEDULE
CANOPY TREES
NAME

Albizia julibrissin
SILK TREE

SIZE

36" BOX

CALIPER COMMENTS

3" CAL. MIN.

3" CAL. MIN.Quercus suber
CORK OAK

36" BOX 20' HT.
MATURE

HEIGHT

10' HT.
MATURE

10 YEARS
TO MATURE

5 YEARS
TO MATURE

Umbellularia californica
CALIFORNIA BAY LAUREL

36" BOX 3" CAL. MIN.

3" CAL. MIN.Platanus racemosa
CALIFORNIA SYCAMORE

36" BOX 20' HT.
MATURE

10' HT.
MATURE

10 YEARS
TO MATURE

5 YEARS
TO MATURE

UNDERSTORY TREES
NAME

Ginkgo biloba
GINKGO

SIZE

24" BOX

CALIPER COMMENTS

2" CAL. MIN.

2" CAL. MIN.Sambucus mexicana
MEXICAN ELDERBERRY

24" BOX

HEIGHT

10' HT.
MATURE

10 YEARS
TO MATURE

5 YEARS
TO MATURE

Cercis canadensis
EASTERN REDBUD

10' HT.
MATURE

24" BOX 2" CAL. MIN. 10' HT.
MATURE

5 YEARS
TO MATURE

5 GAL 6' HT.
MATURE

SHRUBS
NAME SIZE HEIGHT COMMENTS

Carpenteria californica
BUSH ANEMONE

2 YEARS
TO MATURE

5 GALMiscanthus sinensis 'morning light'
MORNING LIGHT MAIDEN GRASS

5 GAL

GROUNDCOVER
NAME SIZE HEIGHT COMMENTS

5 GALTrachelospermum jasminoides
STAR JASMINE

Abelia Grandiflora
GLOSSY ABELIA

5 GALHimalayacalamus Asper
RED BAMBOO

5 GALCeanothus 'Blue Jeans' (Native sp.)
BLUE JEANS CALIFORNIA LILAC

5 GALPhormium 'Firebird'
FIREBIRD NEW ZEALAND FLAX

4' HT.
MATURE

3 YEARS
TO MATURE

4' HT.
MATURE

2 YEARS
TO MATURE

10' HT.
MATURE

2 YEARS
TO MATURE

6' HT.
MATURE

5 YEARS
TO MATURE

5' HT.
MATURE

3 YEARS
TO MATURE

3' HT.
MATURE

4 YEARS
TO MATURE

LANDSCAPE MATERIALS
NAME

SHREDDED HARDWOOD MULCH
3" MIN. DEPTH

LANDSCAPE CALCULATIONS

TOTAL LANDSCAPE AREA: 17,831 S.F.
TOTAL IMPERVIOUS HARDSCAPE: 44,630 S.F.

SCORED CONCRETE | COLOR: NATURAL GRAY
BY: DAVIS

14,380 S.F.

24,750 S.F.

3'X1' PAVERS| BY: LOCAL SUPPLIER
COLOR: FRENCH GRAY

4,800 S.F.3'X1' PAVERS | BY: LOCAL SUPPLIER
COLOR: TERRA COTTA

TOTAL TREES: 124
REQUIRED TREES: 124

EXISTING PALM TREES
(TO REMAIN)

EXISTING PALM TREES
(TO REMAIN)EXISTING PALM TREES

(TO REMAIN)

EXISTING PALM TREES
(TO REMAIN)

EXISTING PALM TREES
(TO REMAIN)

EXISTING PALM TREES
(TO REMAIN)

EXISTING 
PALM TREES 
(TO REMAIN)

LANDSCAPE

Rendered Landscape Plan

Source: Ankrom Moisan Architects, Inc, July 15, 2022
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The Modified Project would include a parking structure within the center of the Project Site 
for the use of residential and commercial uses. Entry into the parking structure for commercial 
uses would be from a new driveway accessed from S. Figueroa Street. Parking for residential 
uses would be accessed from a driveway off of S. Flower Street. The above-grade parking garage 
would be surrounded by residential and commercial components on all frontages, minimizing 
views of parking from the street and helping to activate the surrounding streetscape. On the top 
of the parking structure (Level 8) is a proposed indoor and outdoor amenity area and pool deck. 
The Modified Project’s parking garage would include 734 vehicular parking spaces compared to 
the Original Project’s 900 parking spaces. Figures 1.6 to 1.11 display the proposed building levels 
from 1 to 8. 

The Modified Project would be required to provide 23 short term bicycle parking spaces 
and 141 long term bicycle spaces. The Modified Project would exceed City requirements by 
providing 44 short term bicycle parking spaces along street frontages and within the proposed 
courtyards and 146 long term bicycle parking within the parking garage for a total of 190 bicycle 
parking spaces.  

The total amount of square footage of the Modified Project would be reduced from 620,687 
sf of new floor area to 577,700 sf. Key details of the Original and Modified Projects are listed in 
Table 1. 

Table 1: Original Project and Modified Project Summary 

Land Use Original Project 2022 Project Change from 
Original Project 

Hotel 298 guest rooms 0 guest rooms -298 guest rooms 
Market Rate Student Housing 
Units  

222 d.u. 348 d.u. 
(all market rate) 

+126 d.u. 

For Rent Market-Rate 
Dwelling Units 

186 d.u. 0 d.u. -186 d.u. 

Affordable Units  82 d.u. 87 d.u. +5  d.u. 
Total Dwelling Units  408 435 +27 d.u. 
Land Use Original Project 2022 Project Change from 

Original Project 
Retail/Restaurant  55,326 sf 23,670 sf -31,656 sf 
Office  20,364 sf 0 sf -20,364 sf 
Meeting Rooms 7,203 sf 0 sf -7,203 sf 
Total Floor Area 620,687 sf 577,700 sf -42,987 sf 
Parking  Original Project 2022 Project Change from 

Original Project 
Commercial  359 sp 45 sp -314 sp 
Residential  541 sp 689 sp +148 sp 
Hotel 117 sp 0 -117 sp 
Total Parking  900 sp 734 sp -166 sp 
Publicly Accessible Ground 
Level Central Plaza 

Original Project 2022 Project Change from 
Original Project 

7,900 sf 8,670 sf + 770 sf 
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5.1 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

The Modified Project features a contemporary, modern building. Conceptual renderings 
and elevations of the Project are shown in Figures 1.12 to 1.16. 

Fronting the more active S. Figueroa Street, the Modified Project includes street level 
commercial uses with large windows and doors to help activate the street front and provide visual 
transparency to the Project. The outdoor plaza near the corner of W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa 
Street would provide a pedestrian-oriented space with seating areas and landscape amenities 
that would activate the street front while complementing Exposition Park across the street and 
the Modified Project’s residential and retail uses. Street level uses along S. Figueroa Street would 
also include pedestrian entrances to three residential lobbies and a ground level amenity space. 
Architecturally, the building includes contrasting colors and materials, building articulations, and 
balconies that serve create an architectural variation to break up the massing of the building which 
is further enhanced by the use of different window treatments. Primary materials include, stucco, 
metal siding, composite panels, and glass. 

Along S. Flower Drive, the colors and façade of the building would be more subdued and 
would be similar to the palette and style of the three preserved historic multi-family buildings. The 
more muted design is intended to blend and provide visual continuity with the three multi-family 
structures. The new building would be set back 37 feet to 22 feet behind the residential uses to 
provide a visual buffer and to preserve scale. The buffer area would include a landscaped plaza 
and seating area.  

Overall, the building’s elevations would also include changes in plane through the inset 
windows, edge detailing, balconies, and other projections that would add visual interest.  

5.2 OPEN SPACE AND LANDSCAPING 

The Modified Project would provide expanded open space opportunities and amenities for 
residents, compared to the Original Project.  

At the ground level, an outdoor plaza at near the corner of W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa 
Street would provide a pedestrian-oriented space with seating areas. Other outdoor areas for 
residents include three courtyards for residents at the ground level, amenities desks on Level 2 
and 3 and an expansive amenity deck and pool area on Level 8 of the parking structure. Indoor 
amenity areas for residents include a fitness center and lounges.  

The landscape design for the Modified Project would include elements compatible with the 
Figueroa Corridor Streetscape Project (MyFig), the new urban developments in and around USC, 
and the Community Plan guidelines. Landscaping would be installed around the perimeter of the 
building, within the public plaza, internal courtyards, pedestrian entrances and along internal drive 
aisles. The perimeter streetscape character would accommodate pedestrian interests through the 
use of generous walkways, shade canopy trees, street furniture, and continuity into outdoor dining 
spaces. Internal vehicular access ways would include with unique paving materials and diverse 
landscape materials.  
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Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would remove all of the on-site trees. 
However, none of the trees is of a species that are protected under the City’s Protected Tree 
Ordinance. Nonetheless, as part of the Modified Project, these trees would be replaced in 
accordance with the City’s landscaping requirements. In total, the Project would provide 124 trees 
along the sidewalk perimeter and within the Project Site. Seven City street trees exist along the 
perimeter of the Project Site. While not protected, these seven Fan Palms would be retained as 
part of the Modified Project. 

5.3 PARKING AND ACCESS, LIGHTING, AND SIGNAGE 

The Modified Project would include 734 vehicular parking spaces compared to the Original 
Project’s 900 parking spaces. Parking for the Modified Project would be within an above-grade 
(Level 1-7) parking garage for use of students and commercial uses. In contrast, the parking for 
the Original Project was within an eight-story parking garage that also contained one 
subterranean level. The Modified Project’s parking garage would be surrounded by residential 
and commercial uses on all frontages, minimizing views of parking from the street and helping to 
activate the surrounding streetscape. Entry into the parking garage for retail would be from a new 
driveway accessed from S. Figueroa Street. Parking for residential uses would be accessed from 
a driveway off of Flower Street. Lighting and Signage  

New lighting under the Modified Project would be similar to the Original Project and would 
include building identification, commercial accent lighting, wayfinding, balcony lighting, and 
security lighting. Pedestrian areas including pathways and entryways into the Project would be 
well-lit for security and will be specified with LED fixtures to illuminate all walking surfaces. Light 
fixtures would be shielded and/or directed toward areas to be illuminated thereby minimizing spill-
over onto nearby sensitive areas. In addition, new street and pedestrian lighting within the public 
right-of-way would comply with applicable City regulations and thus would maintain appropriate 
and safe lighting levels on both sidewalks and roadways while minimizing light and glare on 
adjacent properties.  

The Modified Project includes a signage program designed to be compatible with the 
proposed architecture of the Project Site. Proposed signage would include identification signage 
including gateway/landmark and building/tenant identification. Signage types for identification 
signage would include lighted rooftop signs, facade signs, projecting signs, and wall signs. In 
addition, pedestrian and vehicular way-finding and informational signage would also be provided 
throughout the Project Site as necessary to facilitate access and safety. Such signage would 
include lighted pole-mounted, building-mounted, and freestanding signs, as well as lighted kiosks 
with maps. All signage would comply with applicable City and state regulations. 

5.4 SUSTAINABILITY 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would incorporate the principles of 
smart growth and environmental sustainability, as a mixed-use project close to transit, walkable 
streets, and services. In addition, the Modified Project would incorporate LEED features capable 
of achieving Silver Certification under the 2009 USGBC's LEED-NC Rating System.  

5.5 CONSTRUCTION SCHEDULE 

Construction of the Modified Protect is anticipated to occur over an approximate period of 
18 months and is a similar duration as the Original Project. Construction would begin in the 
second quarter 2023 and would be competed in the fourth quarter 2024 and would result in 
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approximately up to 50,000 cubic yards of export material and soil removal from the Project Site. 
In comparison, the Original Project assumed 60,800 cubic yards of material and soil removal. 
Similar to the Original Project, construction hours would occur in accordance with the LAMC 
requirements, which prohibit construction between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. Monday 
through Friday, 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. on Saturday, and at any time on Sunday. 

6 Requested Permits and Approvals 
The anticipated requests for approval of the Modified Project is a “Clarification” of the 

Q Conditions and any required grading, shoring, building, and other technical permits related to 
the construction of off- and on-site improvements and any additional required permits and 
approvals needed for the construction and operation of the Modified Project.  

7 Comparative Analysis of Modified Project Impacts 

7.1 ANALYSIS OF IMPACTS 

This section provides an impact assessment of the Modified Project. A Modified 
Environmental Checklist Form was used to compare the anticipated environmental effects of the 
Modified Project with those disclosed in the Certified EIR and to review whether any of the 
conditions set forth in Public Resources Code Section 21166 or CEQA Guidelines Section 15162, 
requiring preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR, have been triggered. The 
environmental effects for each of the following impact areas were evaluated: 

• Aesthetics 

• Agricultural and Forestry 
Resources 

• Air Quality 

• Biological Resources 

• Cultural Resources 

• Energy 

• Geology and Soils 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

• Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

 

• Hydrology and Water Quality 

• Land Use and Planning 

• Mineral Resources 

• Noise 

• Population and Housing 

• Public Services 

• Recreation 

• Transportation 

• Tribal Cultural Resources 

• Utilities and Service Systems 

• Wildfire 

The checklist and evaluation below provides the following information for each of these 
environmental impact categories: 

 Impact Determination in the Certified EIR—This section lists the impact 
determination made in the Certified EIR for each impact category. 

 Do Proposed Changes Involve New Significant Impacts or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts?—Pursuant to Section 15162(a)(1) of the CEQA Guidelines, this 
section indicates whether the Modified Project would result in new significant impacts 
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that have not already been considered and mitigated by the prior environmental review 
or a substantial increase in the severity of a previously identified impact. 

 Any New Circumstances Involving New Impacts or Substantially More Severe 
Impacts?—Pursuant to Section 15162(a)(2) of the CEQA Guidelines, this section 
indicates whether there have been changes to the Project Site  or the vicinity 
(circumstances under which the Modified Project is undertaken) which have occurred 
subsequent to the prior environmental documents, which would result in the Modified 
Project having new significant environmental impacts that were not considered in the 
prior environmental documents or that substantially increase the severity of a 
previously identified impact. 

 Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification?  Pursuant to 
Section 15162(a)(3)(A-D) of the CEQA Guidelines, this section indicates whether new 
information of substantial importance which was not known and could not have been 
known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the previous environmental 
documents were certified as complete is available, requiring an update to the analysis 
of the previous environmental documents to verify that the environmental conclusions 
and mitigations remain valid.  If the new information shows that:  (A) the project will 
have one or more significant effects not discussed in the prior environmental 
documents; (B) that significant effects previously examined will be substantially more 
severe than shown in the prior environmental documents; (C) that mitigation measures 
or alternatives previously found not to be feasible would in fact be feasible and would 
substantially reduce one or more significant effects of the project, but the project 
proponents decline to adopt the mitigation measure or alternative; or (D) that mitigation 
measures or alternatives which are considerably different from those analyzed in the 
prior environmental documents would substantially reduce one or more significant 
effects on the environment, but the project proponents decline to adopt the mitigation 
measure or alternative; then the question would be answered “Yes,” requiring the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  However, if the additional analysis 
completed as part of this environmental review finds that the conclusions of the prior 
environmental documents remain unchanged and no new significant impacts are 
identified, or identified environmental impacts are not found to be more severe, or there 
are no additional mitigation measures or alternatives now available or feasible but 
declined for adoption by the project proponent, then the question would be answered 
‘No’ and no additional environmental documentation (Supplemental or Subsequent 
EIR) is required.  New studies completed as part of this environmental review are 
attached to this EIR Addendum or are on file with the Department of City Planning. 

 Project Design Features (PDFs) and Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts—
Pursuant to Section 15162(a)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines, this section indicates 
whether the prior environmental document provides PDFs or mitigation measures to 
address effects in the related impact category.   In some cases, the previously adopted 
PDFs or mitigation measures have already been implemented or are not applicable to 
the currently proposed development, in which case the measures are not listed below.  
If “None” is indicated, a significant impact was not identified and mitigation was not 
required. 

 Conclusion—For each environmental topic, a discussion of the conclusion relating to 
the analysis is provided. 
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7.1.1 Aesthetics 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 

in the 
Certified EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes Involve
New Significant 

Impacts or 
Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

AESTHETICS. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect 
on a scenic vista? 

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

b) Substantially damage scenic 
resources, including but not limited 
to trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state 
scenic highway? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

c) In non-urbanized areas, 
substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public 
views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are 
those that are experienced from 
publicly accessible vantage point). If 
the project is in an urbanized area, 
would the project conflict with 
applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic 
quality? a 

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

d) Create a new source of substantial 
light or glare which would adversely 
affect day or nighttime views in the 
area? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

a) Note that this question within Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines was updated to provide for analysis of visual character and views 
in non-urbanized areas, and thus an analysis of visual quality is not applicable to the Modified Project. Visual character and views were 
addressed in the Certified EIR based on the previous version of Appendix G and were determined to be significant and unavoidable. 
The Original Project's consistency with regulations regarding scenic quality was addressed in the Certified EIR and the Modified Project 
was determined to be consistent with such regulations. 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

SB 743 states that aesthetic impacts, which are not considered significant for projects 
within a transit priority area, do not include impacts on historical or cultural resources. Therefore, 
the Certified EIR evaluated the Original Project's impacts on historical resources, as analyzed in 
Section IV.D, Cultural Resources, as visual resource-related aesthetic impacts. As historic 
impacts were determined to be significant and unavoidable in the Certified EIR as a result of the 
proposed demolition of existing contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District, the Original 
Project's aesthetic impacts pertaining to the removal of the Original Project's historical resources 
were determined to be significant and unavoidable, as well. In accordance with SB 743, the 
Original Project's other potential impacts to the existing visual character of the Project area 
outside of the impacts to the Original Project Site's historical resources and were not considered 
significant as a matter of law, and no mitigation measures was required. 
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Impacts regarding cultural resources were analyzed in Section IV.A. Aesthetics, Views, 
Light/Glare and Shading of the Draft EIR. 

 a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

Significant and Unavoidable. As discussed in the Certified EIR, the Project Site is 
located within the boundaries of a portion of the Flower Drive Historic District, which was 
determined to be eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources in 2008. 
Seven of the eight buildings on the Project Site are contributors to the Flower Drive Historic 
District. Therefore, these buildings are considered valued visual resources that contribute to the 
visual character of the Project Site and surrounding area. Off-site visual resources that may be 
viewed within the same viewshed as the Project Site from nearby or distant vantage points include 
the remaining ten contributing buildings to the Flower Drive Historic District located on the west 
side of the 3800 block of Flower Drive, to the north of the Project Site; the Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum; the Zobelein Estate; the DC-8 aircraft in Exposition Park; the California Science Center; 
the Exposition Park Rose Garden; the new Los Angeles Football Club (LAFC) soccer stadium; 
the Downtown Los Angeles skyline; and the distant Hollywood Hills. 

Public views of the identified off-site visual resources are limited due to the predominantly 
flat terrain of the Project area and the dense, intervening development that blocks long-range, 
expansive views, including the adjacent, raised 110 Freeway. The Certified EIR determined that 
the Original Project would eliminate and obstruct existing views of the Flower Drive Historic 
District. Except for the Flower Drive Historic District, the Original Project would not eliminate or 
substantially obscure public focal views of any other visual resources due to the distance, location 
and structures blocking views of the Project Site from these resources.  

As noted in the Certified EIR, SB 743 states that aesthetic impacts, which are not 
considered significant for projects within a transit priority area such as the Project, do not include 
project’s impacts on historical or cultural resources. Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that 
the Original Project's impacts on historical resources, as analyzed in Section IV.D, Cultural 
Resources, of the Certified EIR were also treated as view-related aesthetic impacts. As those 
historic impacts are significant and unavoidable, the Original Project's view impacts pertaining to 
the removal of a portion of the Flower Drive Historic District were determined to be significant and 
unavoidable, as well. No other valued views of identified visual resources would be substantially 
obstructed and thus impacted by the Original Project. As such, based on the proposed demolition 
of contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District, impacts of the Original Project were 
determined to be significant and unavoidable. 

The Modified Project would be located within same Project boundaries as the Original 
Project and would remain in the same highly urbanized setting. As public views of the identified 
off-site visual resources are limited due to the predominantly flat terrain of the Project area and 
the dense, intervening development, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would 
not eliminate or substantially obscure any public focal views of any visual resources other than 
the Flower Drive Historic District. 

Compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would reduce the Project’s footprint 
and amount of new floor area. In particular, as compared to the Original Project, the Modified 
Project would preserve the two northernmost contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District on 
the Project Site in place, and relocate another contributing building within the Project Site to 
maintain a location along Flower Drive. The Modified Project would also relocate two existing 
contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District, and demolish three existing buildings, including 
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two other contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District. Accordingly, though more contributing 
buildings to the Flower Drive Historic District would be preserved either in place or otherwise on 
the Project Site under the Modified Project, the Modified Project would still demolish two and 
relocate two other contributing buildings, and thus the Modified Project’s impacts on scenic vistas 
should still be considered significant and unavoidable based on the analysis in the Certified EIR, 
though they are reduced from the impacts of the Original Project. 

 b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including but not limited to trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR evaluated the Original Project’s 
potential impacts on scenic resources within a state or local scenic highway. The closest scenic 
highway to the Project Site is identified in the City's Mobility Plan 2035, the Transportation 
Element of the City’s General Plan, which is Adams Boulevard, which is located approximately 
one mile north of the Project Site. As it is a significant distance from the Project Site, the Original 
Project was determined to have no impact on Adams Boulevard’s key character defining historic 
features. Therefore, the Original Project would not damage scenic resources, including trees, rock 
outcroppings, historic buildings, or other natural features within a designated scenic highway. 
Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that the Original Project’s impacts would be less-than-
significant. 

The Modified Project is located on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as 
the Original Project, and the nearest designated scenic highway is also the portion of Adams 
Boulevard identified as historic in the City’s Mobility Plan 2035. Therefore, similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would not cause a significant impact on resources within a 
designated scenic highway.  

 c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that 
are experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an 
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations 
governing scenic quality? 

Significant and Unavoidable. As discussed above, Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines 
was recently modified such that an analysis of visual character is only required for non-urban 
projects. Nonetheless, for informational purposes, to provide a comparative analysis with the 
Certified EIR, an analysis of visual quality associated with the Modified Project is provided herein. 
However, as a matter of law, the Modified Project would not have any impact on visual character. 

Construction 

The Certified EIR determined that the visual appearance of the Project Site would be 
altered due to the removal of the existing buildings, surface parking areas, and associated utility 
and lighting poles and signage under the Original Project. However, the appearance of the Project 
Site during construction would be typical of construction sites in urban areas. In accordance with 
PDF A-1, the Original Project would include the installation of temporary construction fencing 
along the periphery of the Project Site to screen ground level the construction activity from public 
view at the street level.  

In addition, as set forth in PDF A-2, any pedestrian walkways and construction fencing 
accessible to the public would be monitored for graffiti and graffiti would be removed, as needed, 
from all temporary walkways and construction fencing throughout the Original Project’s 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 6 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

construction period. Overall construction activities would not substantially alter or degrade the 
existing visual character of the Project Site or generate substantial long-term contrast with the 
visual character of the surrounding area. Therefore, aesthetic impacts associated with 
construction of the Original Project were determined be less-than-significant. 

The types of construction activities that would occur under the Modified Project would be 
generally similar to those anticipated as part of the Original Project. The Modified Project would 
also include the same PDFs requiring the installation of temporary construction fencing and 
protection against the unauthorized placement of graffiti or other materials on any temporary 
construction barriers. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project’s visual impacts related 
to construction would be less-than-significant.  

Operation 

The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would make a positive contribution 
to the aesthetic value of the Project Site and improve the visual character of the surrounding area 
by replacing the older existing residential uses and large, visually unappealing surface parking 
lots with a mixed-use development that would be generally compatible with, and would 
complement, existing and future development in the Project area. Development of Original Project 
would improve the visual cohesiveness of the area by converting the underutilized site into an 
active component of the community, and integrating the existing commercial uses adjacent lot the 
Project Site through streetscape enhancements. The Original Project would enhance the 
pedestrian experience adjacent to the Project Site by increasing the amount and quality of 
landscape and streetscape on and adjacent to the Project Site, which currently has minimal 
landscaping. In addition, the Original Project would incorporate PDFs A-4 through A-6, which 
would require all major utilities to be placed underground and all equipment and trash areas would 
be required to be screened from public view. 

The Modified Project would be located on the same Project Site within same Project 
boundaries as the Original Project and would be in a dense urban setting. Similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would make a positive contribution to the aesthetic value of the 
Project Site and improve the visual character of the surrounding area by replacing the older 
existing residential uses and large, visually unappealing surface parking lots with a mixed-use 
development that would be generally compatible with, and would complement, existing and future 
development in the Project area.  

In addition, with the change in the Modified Project’s design, the overall square footage of 
the Modified Project is decreased, and the design provides expanded open space square footage 
and amenities for residents and the public, compared to the Original Project, most notably at the 
ground level, an outdoor plaza at near the corner of W. 39th Street and S. Figueroa Street would 
provide a pedestrian-oriented space with seating areas and landscape amenities that would 
activate the street front while complementing Exposition Park across the street. 

Fronting the more active S. Figueroa Street, the Modified Project includes street level 
commercial uses with large windows and doors to help activate the street front and provide visual 
transparency to the Project. The Modified Project includes contrasting colors and materials, 
building articulations, and balconies that serve create an architectural variation of different style 
languages to break up the massing of the building which is further enhanced by the use of different 
window treatments.  
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Further, per SB 743, the Original Project's potential impacts to the existing visual character 
of the Project area apart from impacts to historical resources would not be considered significant, 
and no mitigation measures would be required. As stated, however, the Certified EIR determined 
that the Original Project's impacts on historical resources were to be treated as scenic visual 
resource-related aesthetic impacts. As the Original Project’s impacts on historic resources are 
significant and unavoidable due to the proposed removal of contributors to the Flower Drive 
Historic District, the Modified Project's aesthetic impacts on scenic resources resulting from the 
removal of some of the same historic buildings are determined to be significant and unavoidable, 
as well.  

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not introduce elements that substantially 
detract from the visual character of the Project Site or vicinity or increase the Original Project's 
visual character impacts. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would incorporate 
PDFs A-4 through A-6, which would require all major utilities to be placed underground and all 
equipment and trash areas to be screened from public view. However, like the Original Project, 
the Modified Project’s aesthetic impacts pertaining to the removal of historical resources are 
determined to be significant and unavoidable. As such, similar to the Original Project, impacts of 
the Modified Project would be significant and unavoidable, though, for the reasons stated above, 
the significant and unavoidable impacts of the Modified Project are reduced as compared to the 
Original Project. 

Consistency with Regulatory Framework 

As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would be consistent with applicable 
goals, objectives, and policies in the City of Los Angeles General Plan Framework Element, the 
Southeast Los Angeles Community Plan, and the Exposition/University Park Redevelopment 
Plan that relate to aesthetics. The Original Project also would be consistent with the objectives of 
the Citywide Design Guidelines for commercial and mixed-use projects. In addition, the Original 
Project would generally support the applicable Walkability Checklist objectives and implement 
relevant strategies. The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would be consistent 
with applicable regulatory standards and policies that relate to aesthetics and impacts would be 
less-than-significant.  

Similar to and for the same reasons as the Original Project, the Modified Project is also 
consistent with applicable policies and standards of General Plan Framework Element, the South 
Los Angeles Community Plan, and the Exposition/University Park Redevelopment Plan that relate 
to aesthetics related to design.  

While previous regulations governing scenic quality for the Original Project in the area 
have since been superseded and/or updated (e.g., the Citywide Design Guidelines and the 
updated South and Southeast Los Angeles Community Plan), the underlying goals of creating 
pedestrian-friendly streets, visual continuity and appropriate scale, and high quality, aesthetically 
pleasing are amply reflected in the Modified Project. Furthermore, as project with vested rights 
under the state Subdivision Map Act, the Modified Project is subject to the local ordinances, 
policies and standards in effect on the date its original Vesting Tentative Tract Map application 
was deemed complete, September 8, 2016. Nevertheless, the Modified Project would also be 
consistent with the new and updated plans identified herein, as it would create a high-quality, 
distinct architectural design with pedestrian-oriented features to further create visual compatibility 
and pedestrian activity. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would be consistent 
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with applicable regulatory standards and policies that relate to aesthetics and impacts would be 
less-than-significant. 

 d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day 
or nighttime views in the area? 

Less-than-Significant Impact 

Construction 

As determined in the Certified EIR, light resulting from construction activities would not 
significantly impact off-site sensitive uses, substantially alter the character of off-site areas 
surrounding the Project Site, adversely impact day or nighttime views in the area, or substantially 
interfere with the performance of an off-site activity. The Original Project construction activities 
would occur primarily during daylight hours, and construction lighting would only be used for the 
duration needed if construction were to occur in the evening hours during the winter season when 
daylight is no longer sufficient. In addition, as part of PDF A-3, construction-related illumination 
would be used for safety and security purposes only and would be shielded and/or aimed so that 
no direct beam illumination occurs outside of the Project Site boundary.  

Daytime glare resulting from construction of the Original Project would be less-than-
significant, as construction would primarily occur during the daytime hours in accordance with the 
LAMC. As such construction impacts due to light or glare would be less-than-significant. 

Potential lighting and glare impacts under the Modified Project would be similar to the 
Original Project and would thus also be less-than-significant. The Modified Project’s construction 
activities would also occur primarily during daylight hours, in accordance with the LAMC. The 
Modified Project would also incorporate of PDF A-3 and, as such, construction-related illumination 
and would be shielded and/or aimed so that no direct beam illumination is provided outside of the 
Project Site boundary. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project’s construction related 
impacts to light and glare would be less-than-significant.  

Operation 

As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would increase light and glare 
levels emanating from the Project Site. The proposed lighting sources would be similar to other 
lighting sources in the Project vicinity and would not generate artificial light levels that are out of 
character with the surrounding highly urbanized area. The Original Project would incorporate PDF 
A-7, which requires all exterior lighting to be shielded and/or directed toward the areas to be lit 
within the interior of the Project Site, to avoid light spillover onto adjacent uses. The Original 
Project’s lighting would also meet all applicable LAMC lighting standards and would comply with 
all LAMC requirements to minimize impacts to nearby uses, including sensitive uses. In addition, 
PDF A-8 requires that glass used in building facades shall be anti-reflective or treated with an 
anti-reflective coating in order to minimize glare. Thus, daytime glare attributable to the Original 
Project would be controlled and the Original Project would not incorporate substantial amounts of 
highly reflective building materials or signage. Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that 
operational impacts of light and glare caused by the Original Project would be less-than-
significant.  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not generate artificial light levels 
that are out of character with the surrounding area, would incorporate PDF A-7 and PDF A-8, and 
would also meet all applicable LAMC lighting standards and requirements to minimize light and 
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glare impacts to nearby sensitive users. Furthermore, as the Modified Project includes a smaller 
total amount of development, exterior lighting would be reduced from the Modified Project. Similar 
to the Original Project, the Modified Project’s operational impacts of light and glare would be less-
than-significant. 

Shade/Shadow 

As determined in the Certified EIR, shadow-sensitive residential uses north of the Project 
Site, including contributing buildings to the Flower Drive Historic District, would be shaded by the 
Original Project for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. Pacific 
Standard Time during the winter solstice (between early November and early March). However, 
in accordance with SB 743, shading impacts would not be considered significant, and no 
mitigation measures would be required. Moreover, the Original Project's potential shade/shadows 
cast upon the contributors to the Historic District would not alter their eligibility as contributors and 
would therefore, not constitute a significant impact to a historic resource. Therefore, impacts 
related to shading would be less-than-significant. 

Compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would reduce the Project’s footprint 
and amount of new floor area. The total amount of development would be reduced from the 
Original Project to 577,700 sf under the Modified Project. Furthermore, under the Modified Project, 
the amount of the Project Site that would be disturbed with new development would be reduced 
to 4.0 acres and the and the two multi-family structures located on the Project Site at the corner 
of W. 39th Street and S. Flower Drive that were planned for relocation would be rehabilitated and 
restored on the Project Site. Therefore, the impacts to shading under the Modified Project would 
be reduced compared to the Original Project. However, the Modified Project could potentially 
shade the Flower Drive Historic District, for more than three hours between the hours of 9:00 A.M. 
and 3:00 P.M. Pacific Standard Time during the winter solstice (between early November and 
early March). 

However, in accordance with SB 743, shading impacts of the Modified Project would not 
be considered significant, and no mitigation measures would be required. Similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project’s potential shade/shadows that are cast upon the contributors to the 
Historic District would not alter their eligibility as contributors and would therefore not constitute a 
significant impact to a historic resource. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified 
Project’s impacts related to shading would be less-than-significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

In accordance with the passage of SB 743, the Modified Project would not result in any 
significant impacts associated with aesthetics. As such, no substantial changes would occur with 
respect to the circumstances under which the project is undertaken that will require major 
revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to aesthetics. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no additional new information that is available that could result in any new or 
substantially more severe impacts related to aesthetic resources, and a review of new or 
additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 
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The following PDFs set forth in the Certified EIR to address aesthetic impacts shall be 
implemented as part of the Modified Project. 

Project Design Features 

Project Design Feature A-1: Temporary construction fencing shall be placed along the periphery 
of the active construction areas to screen the construction activity 
from view at the street level, and to keep unpermitted persons from 
entering the construction area. 

Project Design Feature A-2: The Project Applicant shall ensure through appropriate postings 
and daily visual inspections that no unauthorized materials are 
posted on any temporary construction barriers or temporary 
pedestrian walkways that are accessible/visible to the public, and 
that such temporary barriers and walkways are maintained in a 
visually attractive manner (i.e., free of trash, graffiti, peeling 
postings and of uniform paint color or graphic treatment) throughout 
the construction period. 

Project Design Feature A-3: Light sources associated with Project construction shall be shielded 
and/or aimed so that no direct beam illumination is provided outside 
of the Project Site boundary. However, construction lighting shall 
not be so limited as to compromise the safety of construction 
workers. 

Project Design Feature A-4: New on-site utilities that may be required to serve the Project shall 
be installed underground, where practical. 

Project Design Feature A-5: Mechanical, electrical, and roof top equipment, as well as building 
appurtenances, shall be screened from public view. 

Project Design Feature A-6:Trash areas associated with the proposed buildings shall be 
enclosed or otherwise screened from view from public rights-of-
way. 

Project Design Feature A-7: All new outdoor lighting required for the Project shall be shielded 
and directed towards the interior of the Project Site such that the 
light source does not project directly upon any adjacent property. 

Project Design Feature A-8: Glass used in building facades shall be anti-reflective or treated 
with an anti-reflective coating in order to minimize glare. 

Project Design Feature A-9: The Project Applicant shall remove the existing three billboards on-
site and shall not include off-site signs. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. In determining whether impacts to agricultural 
resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California 
Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of 
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In 
determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant 
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department 
of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest 
and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon 
measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources 
Board. Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique 
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide 
Importance (Farmland), as shown 
on the maps prepared pursuant to 
the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use? 

No Impact No No No No 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for 
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act 
contract? 

No Impact No No No No 

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or 
cause rezoning of, forest land (as 
defined in Public Resources Code 
section 12220(g)), timberland (as 
defined by Public Resources Code 
section 4526), or timberland zoned 
Timberland Production (as defined by 
Government Code section 51104(g))? 

No Impact No No No No 

d)  Result in the loss of forest land or 
conversion of forest land to non-
forest use? 

No Impact No No No No 

e)  Involve other changes in the existing 
environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in 
conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

No Impact No No No No 
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Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts to agriculture and forestry resources were evaluated in the Initial Study, which is 
included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. 

 Questions (a) through (e) - Impacts to Agricultural and Forest Resources: 

No Impact. The Initial Study determined that no agriculture or forestry resources are 
located within the Project Site and no Williamson Act contracts apply to the Project Site. In 
addition, the Project Site is occupied by several multi-family residences and surface parking and 
does not contain forest land or timberland. Furthermore, the Project Site is not zoned for 
agricultural use, or as forest land or timberland. As such, no impacts would occur. The Modified 
Project would be constructed on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as the Original 
Project. Therefore, as with the Original Project, the Modified Project would have less-than-
significant impacts.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to agricultural resources. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to agriculture and forestry resources. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred 
since certification of the Certified EIR, and no new agriculture or forestry resources have been 
identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would results in new or more severe 
significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any impacts 
to agriculture or forestry resources, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation is not 
required.  

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  
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7.1.3 Air Quality 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

AIR QUALITY. Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality 
management district or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following 
determinations. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of the applicable air 
quality plan? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

b) Result in a cumulatively 
considerable net increase of any 
criteria pollutant for which the project 
region is non-attainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient 
air quality standard? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

c) Expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

d) Result in other emissions (such as 
those leading to odors) adversely 
affecting a substantial number of 
people? 

No Impact No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Original Project's impacts with regard to air quality were addressed in Sections IV. B, 
Air Quality of the Certified EIR and within the Initial Study included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR 
adopted as part of the Certified EIR. 

 a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, construction and 
operation of the Original Project would be consistent with the policies and population, housing 
and employment assumptions of the applicable Air Quality Management Plan (AQMP) and would 
therefore not interfere with its attainment, resulting in a less-than-significant impact. Furthermore, 
the Original Project would serve to implement a number of land use policies of the City of Los 
Angeles and SCAG. The Original Project is based on principles of smart growth and 
environmental sustainability, as evidenced in its mixed-use nature, the accessibility of public 
transit, and the availability of existing infrastructure to service the proposed uses. Implementation 
of these sustainability features, in return, contributes to a reduction in air quality emissions via a 
reduction in vehicle trips and VMT. As the Original Project implements the City of Los Angeles 
and SCAQMD's objectives of reducing VMT and the related vehicular air emissions, the proposed 
Project is consistent with AQMP land use policies. 
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The Certified EIR also determined that construction emissions of the Original Project 
would not exceed the South Coast Air Quality Management District’s (SCAQMD’s) regional and 
localized emission significance thresholds adopted by the City for regulated criteria air pollutants 
and toxic air contaminants (TAC).  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would be an infill, mixed-use Project 
near transit, and would be consistent with development in the area and would be in compliance 
with applicable AQMP measures. Based on the Project Trip Generation Analysis Memorandum 
prepared by Gibson Transportation Consulting Inc. (June 2022), the development of the Modified 
Project would generate approximately 40 percent fewer trips on a daily basis using Institute of 
Transportation Engineers (ITE) 11th Edition trip generation data compared to the trips predicted 
in the Certified EIR for the Original Project. The reduction in vehicle trips would also reduce 
operational emissions; see the discussion for Threshold (b), below.  

The Modified Project would result in a net decrease of residents and permanent jobs as 
compared to the Original Project, and would thus also be within population, housing and 
employment assumptions of the AQMP to a greater extent than the Original Project. Therefore, 
no new impacts from air quality emissions or a substantial increase in the severity of a previously 
identified impacts evaluated in the Certified EIR would be caused by Modified Project. Therefore, 
similar to the Original Project, impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR identified no exceedances of the 
SCAQMD construction thresholds for criteria air pollutants and concluded a less-than-significant 
short-term impact would occur with regards to construction. The Certified EIR determined that 
construction-related daily emissions at the Project Site would not exceed the SCAQMD’s regional 
and localized significance thresholds. Therefore, construction of the Original Project would have 
a less-than-significant impact with regard to regional and localized emissions. 

The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would generate long-term 
operational emissions that would not exceed the SCAQMD’s regional and localized on and off-
site thresholds adopted by the City for criteria air pollutants and toxic air contaminants, and 
therefore the Original Project operational air quality impacts would be less-than-significant. 
Finally, the Certified EIR analyzed potential cumulative construction and operational impacts of 
the Original Project in conjunction with the identified related projects and determined such impacts 
would be less-than-significant. 

To analyze potential air quality impacts of the Modified Project, a 3900 Fig Project – Air 
Quality EIR Addendum Analysis, was prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates in October 2022 
(Appendix A). As analyzed in Appendix A, all criteria pollutant emissions related to construction 
would remain below their respective thresholds. The highest daily emissions of the Modified 
Project have been reduced for nitrogen oxides (NOX), carbon monoxide (CO), PM10, and PM2.5 

and although reactive organic gases (ROG) increase, the emissions remain below the SCAQMD 
threshold. The slight increase in ROG emissions is associated with the increase in residential 
units in comparison with the Original Project.  

The main source of air pollutant emissions during operations would be from motor 
vehicles. The development of the Modified Project would generate approximately 40 percent 
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fewer trips on a daily basis using Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 11th Edition trip 
generation data compared to the trips predicted in the Certified EIR for the Original Project. 

Operational emissions associated with the Original Project and Modified Project are 
analyzed in Appendix A. The estimated operational emissions associated with Modified Project 
compared to Original Project would decrease for ROG and NOX and increase slightly for CO, 
PM10, and PM2.5. However, all emissions remain below the SCAQMD operational thresholds.  

The Certified EIR identified no exceedances of the SCAQMD operational thresholds for 
criteria air pollutants and concluded a less-than-significant long-term impact. The same 
conclusion has been reached for the Modified Project; no new operational impacts would occur, 
the emissions would not exceed SCAQMD operational thresholds, and the impact is less-than-
significant. No mitigation measures required. 

Regarding cumulative impact, according to the SCAQMD, individual construction projects 
that do not exceed the SCAQMD’s recommended daily thresholds for project-specific impacts 
would not cause either a project-level or a cumulatively considerable increase in emissions for 
those pollutants for which the air basin is in non-attainment. As discussed above and shown in 
Appendix A, as with the Original Project, the construction-related emissions for the Modified 
Project would not exceed the SCAQMD’s regional and localized significance thresholds. 
Therefore, construction of the Modified Project would have a less-than-significant project-level 
impact with regard to regional and localized emissions, and such impacts would also not be 
cumulatively considerable.  

Similarly with respect to project operations, according to the SCAQMD, if an individual 
project does not result in air emissions of criteria pollutants that exceed the SCAQMD’s 
recommended daily thresholds for project-specific impact, then the project would also not result 
in a cumulatively considerable net increase of these criteria pollutants. As shown in Appendix A, 
the operational emissions from the Modified Project would not exceed any of the SCAQMD’s 
regional or localized significance thresholds. As a result, as with the Original Project, the 
construction and operation of the Modified Project would not result in a project-level or 
cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the Basin is in non-
attainment under state and federal standards, and impacts would be less-than-significant. 

 c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR determined that the construction and 
operation of the Original Project on sensitive receptors would be less-than-significant. As with the 
Original Project, the nearest sensitive receptors to the Modified Project include residences on the 
northeast adjacent to the Project Site, Exposition Park approximately 160 feet to the northwest, 
residences located around 100 feet north (across W. 39th Street) and approximately 380 feet west 
across Interstate 110 Highway. 

Construction 

The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project’s construction emissions would not 
exceed the SCAQMD’s LST. The Modified Project includes the development grading and 
construction of the entire Original Project Site excluding the two northeastern single-family 
houses. As such, the Modified Project would disturb less area. The analysis in Appendix A shows 
that the Modified Project’s peak day construction emissions would not result in significant 
concentrations of pollutants at nearby sensitive receptors. Therefore, as with the Original Project, 
the construction of the Modified Project would not expose sensitive receptors to substantial 
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pollutant concentrations and its localized construction emission impacts would be less-than-
significant. 

Operations 

The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project’s operational emissions would not 
exceed the SCAQMD’s LSTs. During operations, the number of operational vehicle trips 
generated by the Modified Project would be less than the Original Project. As an analyzed in 
Appendix A the maximum daily emissions of these pollutants during operations would not result 
in significant concentrations of pollutants at nearby sensitive receptors. Therefore, as with the 
Original Project, the operation of the Modified Project would not expose sensitive receptors to 
substantial pollutant concentrations and its localized construction emission impacts would be less-
than-significant. 

Carbon Monoxide Hotspots. The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project’s trip 
generation, in combination existing levels of traffic, growth in ambient traffic and traffic from future 
related projects would not result in a carbon monoxide (CO) hotspot. Vehicle exhaust is the 
primary source of CO emissions. Consequently, the highest ambient CO concentrations are 
generally found within close proximity to congested intersection locations. As noted above, 
development of the Modified Project would generate approximately 40 percent fewer trips on a 
daily basis using Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 11th Edition trip generation data 
compared to the number of trips predicted in the Certified EIR for the Original Project. Therefore, 
the development of Modified Project would not increase congestion beyond what was analyzed 
in the Final EIR and would not result in a CO hotspot.  

Health Risk Assessment. The Certified EIR determined that operational health risk 
impacts would be less-than-significant.1 Typical Sources of acutely and chronically hazardous 
TACs mostly include diesel particulate matter from trucks and industrial manufacturing processes. 
As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would not include these or other related uses 
identified by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) as potential TAC sources, and it is 
expected that quantities of hazardous TACs located on-site for the types of proposed land uses 
would be below thresholds warranting further study under California Accidental Release Program 
(CalARP). As such, the Modified Project would not release substantial amounts of TACs, and 
potential Modified Project impacts on human health would be less-than-significant.  

d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a
substantial number of people?

Less-Than-Significant Impact. The SCAQMD CEQA Air Quality Handbook identifies 
certain land uses as sources of odors. These land uses include the following: agriculture, 
wastewater treatment plant, food processing plants, chemical plants, composting, refineries, 
landfills, diaries, and fiberglass molding.  

As determined in the Certified EIR, no objectionable odors are anticipated as a result of 
either construction or operation of the Original Project. Specifically, construction of the Original 
Project would involve the use of conventional building materials typical of construction projects of 
similar type and size. Any odors that may be generated during construction would be localized 
and temporary in nature and would not be sufficient to affect a substantial number of people or 
result in a nuisance as defined by SCAQMD Rule 402.  

1   The Fig Project Final EIR, Chapter IV. Environmental Impact Analysis, page IV.B‐37.  
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With respect to project operation, the Original Project would not involve these types of 
uses. In addition, on-site trash receptacles would be contained, located, and maintained in a 
manner that promotes odor control, and would not result in substantially adverse odor impacts. 
Therefore, as determined in the Certified EIR, potential odor impact during construction and 
operation of the Original Project would be less-than-significant. 

The Modified Project is a mixed-use residential and retail development which would 
involve similar uses and would involve similar construction methods and materials as the Original 
Project. Similar to the Original Project, the development of Modified Project would not result in a 
source of objectionable odors and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to air quality. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to air quality. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since certification of the 
Certified EIR, and no new air quality conditions related to the Modified Project that would result in 
new or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not 
result in any impacts to air quality, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.4 Biological Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, 
either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, 
or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or 
regulations, or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
any riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, 
policies, regulations or by the 
California Department of Fish and 
Game or US Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

No Impact No No No No 

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
state or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through 
direct removal, filling, hydrological 

No Impact No No No No 

d) Interfere substantially with the 
movement of any native resident or 
migratory fish or wildlife species or 
with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife 
nursery sites? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

e) Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an 
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, 
Natural Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, 

No Impact No No No No 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 19 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts regarding biological resources were analyzed the Initial Study, found in Appendix 
A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. The analysis is based in part on the 
Protected Tree Report (Tree Report) prepared for the Original Project by The Tree Resource and 
included in Appendix IS-1 of the Initial Study. 

 a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, due to the improved 
nature of the Project Site and the surrounding areas, and lack of large expanses of open space 
areas, species likely to occur on-site are limited to small terrestrial and avian species typically 
found in developed settings in general area. Therefore, the Original Project would not have a 
substantial adverse effect on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status 
species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW) or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFW). Therefore, impacts under the Modified 
Project would be less-than-significant. 

The Modified Project is located on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as 
the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not have 
a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modification, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations by the CDFW or USFW. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified 
Project would be less-than-significant. 

 b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service? 

No Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, Original Project Site is in an urbanized 
area and is developed with multi-family residential buildings and surface parking areas. No 
riparian or other sensitive natural community exists on the Original Project Site or in the 
surrounding area. Therefore, the Original Project would not have a substantial adverse effect on 
any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community. No impact would occur. 

The Modified Project is located on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as 
the Original Project. Therefore, the Modified Project would not create any new significant impacts 
to significant to sensitive species, riparian habitat, other sensitive natural communities. Consistent 
with the Certified EIR, no impacts would be caused by the Modified Project. 
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 c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, 
filling, hydrological? 

No Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, no water bodies or federally protected 
wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act exist on the Original Project Site or in 
the immediate vicinity of the Original Project Site. As such, the Original Project was deterred to 
not have an adverse effect on federally protected wetlands and no impact would occur. 

The Modified Project is located on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as 
the Original Project. Therefore, the Modified Project would not create any new significant impacts 
to state and federally protected wetlands. Consistent with the Certified EIR, no impacts would be 
caused by the Modified Project. 

 d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish 
or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project 
Site is located in an urbanized area and there are no large expanses of open space areas within 
or surrounding the Original Project Site that provide linkages to natural open space areas and 
which may serve as wildlife corridors. Accordingly, development of the Original Project would not 
interfere substantially with any established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors or impede 
the use of native wildlife nursery sites. Although unlikely, the existing on-site trees that would be 
removed during construction of the Original Project could potentially provide nesting sites for 
migratory birds. However, the Original Project would comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which regulates vegetation removal during the nesting season to ensure that significant impacts 
to migratory birds would not occur. With compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, impacts 
related to the Original Project would be less-than-significant. 

Like the Original Project, the Modified Project could disturb and/or remove trees that may 
provide habitat for resident or migratory bird species. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified 
Project would comply with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act to ensure that potential impacts of the 
Modified Project on nesting and/or migratory birds would be less-than-significant. Therefore, the 
Modified Project would not create any new significant impacts related to the movement of native 
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species, nor would it result in a substantial increase in a 
previously identified significant impact. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified 
Project would be less-than-significant. 

 e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such 
as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the Project Site 
includes approximately ten non-native trees. All of the on-site trees would be removed to provide 
for the Original Project. However, none of the trees is of a species that are protected under the 
City's Protected Tree Ordinance. Nonetheless, as part of the Original Project, these trees would 
be replaced in accordance with an integrated landscape plan for the Project Site, in conformance 
with the City's landscaping requirements.  

As set forth in the Tree Report, seven City of Los Angeles street trees exist along the 
perimeter of the Project Site. These seven Fan Palm trees are not protected by the City's 
Protected Tree Ordinance. However, should removal of these street trees be determined to be 
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necessary, the Original Project would replace the street trees in accordance with the requirements 
of the City of Los Angeles Urban Forestry Division. Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that 
the Original Project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance. Therefore, impacts would be less-
than-significant. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would remove all of the existing on-
site trees, and a significant number of new trees would be required under City requirements. 
However, similar to the Original Project, none of the trees is of a species that are protected under 
the City’s Protected Tree Ordinance. Nonetheless, as part of the Modified Project, any street trees 
that would be removed would be replaced in accordance with the City’s tree ordinance 
requirements. Seven City street trees exist along the perimeter of the Project Site. While not 
protected, these seven Fan Palms would be retained as part of the Modified Project. However, 
should removal of these street trees be determined to be necessary, the Original Project would 
replace the street trees in accordance with the requirements of the City of Los Angeles tree 
ordinance, as determined by the Urban Forestry Division and the Department of Public Works.  

Therefore, the Modified Project would not create any new significant impacts related to 
consistency with local policies and ordinances protecting biological resources, nor would it result 
in a substantial increase in a previously identified significant impact. Consistent with the Certified 
EIR, impacts of the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

 f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

No Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project Site does not support 
any habitat or natural community. No Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), Natural Community 
Conservation Plan (NCCP), or other approved habitat conservation plans as defined by the City 
of Los Angeles, are applicable to the Project Site. Therefore, as with the Original Project, the 
Modified Project would not result in inconsistencies with HCPs, NCCPs, and other applicable such 
plans, and no impacts would occur. Consistent with the Certified EIR, no impacts would be caused 
by the Modified Project. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to biological resources. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to biological resources. No substantial changes in the environment have occurred since 
certification of the Certified EIR, and no new biological resources have been identified within the 
vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new or more severe significant environmental 
impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any impacts to biological resources, 
a review of new or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 
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None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.5 Cultural Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination in 
the Certified EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to in § 15064.5?

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No Yes

b) Cause a substantial adverse change
in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to
§ 15064.5?

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

c) Disturb any human remains,
including those interred outside of
dedicated cemeteries?

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts regarding cultural resources were analyzed in Section IV.C. Cultural Resources 
of the Draft EIR, adopted as part of the Certified EIR. The analysis is based in part on The Fig, 
Los Angeles California, Historical Resources Report (Historical Resources Report) prepared by 
GPA Consulting (July 2017) included as Appendix C of the Draft EIR. The analysis of potential 
impacts to archaeological and paleontological resources is based on records searches included 
in Appendix C of the Draft EIR. Impacts on human remains are analyzed in the Initial Study, 
included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR.  

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource
pursuant to in § 15064.5?

Significant and Unavoidable 

Direct Impacts 

As determined in the Certified EIR, the Project Site includes a portion of the Flower Drive 
Historic District (Flower Drive District), which has been determined to be eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historic Resources (California Register), and is there considered a “per se” 
historic resource under CEQA. The Original Project would result in the demolition or relocation of 
eight out of 19 buildings that currently comprise the Flower Drive District. Seven of the eight total 
buildings proposed for removal are identified contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District. 
Thus, the Flower Drive Historic District as a whole would be substantially altered by the Original 
Project. In addition, the Project would introduce a seven-story Hotel Component development 
adjacent to the remaining portion of the Flower Drive Historic District, separated by 39th Street, 
which would further impact the setting of the Flower Drive Historic District. As such, the Original 
Project is considered to have a significant impact on a historical resource. No other historic 
resources were identified as being significantly impacted by the Original Project. 
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The Certified EIR included three mitigation measures to address and reduce impacts to 
the Flower Drive District, and an additional PDF to address non-environmental impacts to 
residents. As specified in MM C-1, the Original Project would be required to document the 
architectural and historical significance of the Flower Drive Historic District. MM C-2 requires that 
a salvage and reuse plan must be created, identifying elements and materials that can be saved 
prior to the issuance of a demolition permit and salvageable items shall be removed in the 
gentlest, least destructive manner possible. MM C-3 would require least three of the seven historic 
contributors to be relocated to a suitable and appropriately zoned site or sites within 5 miles of 
the Project Site.  

In addition, PDF C-1 requires the retention of relocation consultant to assist current Project 
Site residents by providing services including, but not limited to, identification of available 
replacement dwellings, transportation to view potential replacement housing, coordination of 
movers, and establishment/oversight of relocation fee escrow accounts. 

However, as determined in the Certified EIR, implementation of PDF C-1 and Mitigation 
Measures C-1, C-2 and C-3 would not reduce the Original Project’s impacts on to a less-than-
significant level and historic impacts of the Original Project would remain significant and 
unavoidable. 

The Modified Project would not result in new or more severe significant impacts to 
historical resources. The Modified Project is located on the same Project Site and retains the 
same Project boundary as the Original Project; however, the Modified Project would preserve a 
total of five existing multi-family structures on the Project Site identified as contributors to the 
Flower Drive Historic District, two of which would be preserved in place and three of which would 
be relocated, and one such location would occur within the Project Site. 

More specifically, two multi-family structures located on the Project Site at the corner of 
W. 39th Street and S. Flower Drive that were planned for relocation under the Original Project 
would be rehabilitated and restored in place on the Project Site. One additional Flower Drive 
Historic District contributor would be restored and moved onsite to the northeast corner of the 
Project Site adjacent to the two contributors being restored in place, and two more district 
contributors would be relocated elsewhere, currently planned for an adjacent site located on 
Flower Drive to the south of the Project Site, which plans fully comply with and exceed the 
requirements of MM-C-3 to preserve three existing onsite contributors. 

The Modified Project retains and restores two of the existing multi-family structures 
identified as contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District in place on the Project Site, 
preserving their original setting and reducing the Original Project’s impacts on historic resources. 
The Modified Project would also relocate one existing contributor onsite, moving it to a new, 
nearby location on Flower Drive within the Project, near its current location. The Modified Project 
would also relocate two additional Flower Drive District contributors to a proposed location directly 
south of the Project Site along Flower Drive, further reducing the impacts of the Original Project. 

The Modified Project would also continue implement PDF C-1 and Mitigation Measures 
C-1, C-2 and C-3 that would further reduce the Modified Project impacts. However, as two historic 
structures on the Project Site would be demolished and three more removed from their current 
original setting (these three would be relocated either on the Project Site or on an adjacent site, 
all on Flower Drive), the Modified Project’s impacts on the Flower Drive Historic District would 
remain significant and unavoidable, though they would be reduced from the Original Project.  
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Indirect Impacts 

The Certified EIR determined that while the Original Project would diminish the integrity of 
setting and feeling of the Flower Drive District, it would not cause the district to no longer be 
eligible for listing in the California Register. As such, the Original Project would have a less than 
significant indirect impact on the remaining portions of the Flower Drive Historic District.  

The Modified Project would not result in new or more severe impacts associated with 
indirect impacts to historic resources. As discussed above, the Modified Project would include 
three contributing multi-family structures within place on the Project Site and within the existing 
Flower Drive Historic District, and two more contributing structures planned to relocated just 
outside the boundary of the existing district adjacent to the Project Site to the south, as opposed 
to the Original Project, which would elimination of all onsite contributors and include the relocation 
of three contributing buildings at location within four miles of the Project Site. Therefore, the 
integrity of the Flower Drive Historic District would be preserved to a higher degree under the 
Modified Project. Impacts under the Modified Project would be similar to the Original Project and 
would be less than significant. 

 b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological 
resource pursuant to § 15064.5? 

 c) Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated 
cemeteries? 

Less-than Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the results of the 
archaeological records search indicate that there are no identified archaeological resources within 
the Project Site and two archaeological resources located within a 0.5-mile radius of the Project 
Site. While these findings do not preclude the potential for an archaeological site to be identified 
during construction activities associated with the Original Project, it is unlikely since the Project 
Site has previously been disturbed and graded as part of previous construction activities. 
Nonetheless, as determined in the Certified EIR, if an archaeological resource were to be 
discovered during construction of the Original Project, then work in the area would cease, and 
deposits would be treated in accordance with federal and state regulatory requirements, including 
those set forth in California Public Resources Code Section 21083.2 with respect to any unique 
archaeological resource.  

In addition, if human remains were discovered during construction of the Original Project, 
work in the immediate vicinity would be halted, the County Coroner, construction manager, and 
other entities would be notified per California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, and 
disposition of the human remains and any associated grave goods would occur in accordance 
with Public Resources Code Section 5097.91 and 5097.98, as amended. As such, the Certified 
EIR determined that with compliance with all required regulatory measures would ensure that any 
potential impacts of the Original Project to archaeological resources and humans would be less-
than-significant. 

The Modified Project would not result in new or more significant impacts associated with 
archaeological resources or human remains. The Modified Project would be constructed within 
the same Project Site boundary as the Original Project. Under the Modified Project, the amount 
of surface area to be graded would be reduced. While no known archaeological resources or 
human remains have been discovered within the Project Site, the Modified Project comply with 
the same required regulatory measures as the Original Project to ensure impacts resulting from 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 26 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

the inadvertent discovery of archaeological resources and other cultural materials are less than 
significant. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, impacts associated with the Modified Project 
would be less than significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to cultural resources. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to cultural resources. The Project Site and vicinity remain developed, and no substantial 
construction or excavation activities within the Project Site have occurred. As such, no substantial 
changes in the environment related to cultural resources have occurred since publication of the 
Certified EIR, and no new cultural resources have been identified in the vicinity of the Modified 
Project that would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the 
Modified Project would not result in any additional impacts to cultural resources, a review of new 
or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

The following MMs and PDF’s to address cultural impacts shall be implemented as part of 
the Modified Project. 

Project Design Feature 

Project Design Feature C-1: The Project Applicant shall retain a relocation consultant to assist 
current Project Site residents by providing services including, but 
not limited to, identification of available replacement dwellings, 
transportation to view potential replacement housing, coordination 
of movers, and establishment/oversight of relocation fee escrow 
accounts. 

Mitigation Measures 

MM C-1:  Prior to the issuance of a demolition permit, a report documenting the architectural and 
historical significance of the Flower Drive Historic District shall be prepared. One 
original copy of the report in both digital and hard copy format shall be assembled and 
offered to the Southern California Information Center at California State University 
Fullerton, the Los Angeles Conservancy, the Los Angeles Central Library, and the City 
of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. The report shall be created by a historic 
preservation professional meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional 
Qualifications Standards for history or architectural history. The report shall include: 

a. A written report according to the Historic American Building Survey (HABS) 
narrative format, which includes historical and descriptive information, index to 
photographs, and photo key plan. 

b. Duplicates of historic photographs, if available. 
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c. Duplicates of original drawings, if available. 

d. 35 mm black and white photographs (or digital images for the digital copies of the 
report). The photographs shall be keyed to a site plan to show the location of each 
photograph taken. Views shall include the setting of the district and exterior views 
of all of the contributing buildings. 

MM C-2:  A salvage and reuse plan shall be created, identifying elements and materials that can 
be saved prior to the issuance of a demolition permit. The plan shall be prepared by a 
historic preservation professional meeting the Secretary of the Interior's Professional 
Qualifications Standards for architectural history or historic architecture with 
demonstrated experience in developing salvage and reuse plans. The plan shall be 
submitted to the City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources. Elements and 
materials that may be salvageable include: windows, doors, roof tiles, decorative 
elements, framing members, light fixtures, plumbing fixtures, and flooring materials 
such as tiles and hardwood. The salvageable items shall be removed in the gentlest, 
least destructive manner possible. The plan shall identify the recipient(s) for the items. 

MM C-3:  Seven of the eight multifamily residential buildings currently located on the Project Site 
are designated contributors to the Flower Drive Historic District. At least three of the 
seven contributors shall be relocated to a suitable and appropriately zoned site or sites 
within 5 miles of the Project Site, to the satisfaction of the Planning Department. The 
relocation of at least three contributors shall be completed prior to the issuance of a 
final certificate of occupancy for the Project.  

All buildings that are not to be relocated shall be made available to third parties for 
relocation and/or salvage in accordance with the salvage and reuse plan prepared 
pursuant to Mitigation Measure C-2. The Project Applicant shall publicize the 
availability of any such buildings for relocation and/or salvage by publishing a notice 
in a newspaper of general circulation and by directly informing potentially interested 
parties at least 180 days prior to the application for any demolition permit ("Notice of 
Availability"). Any third party interested in pursuing relocation and/or salvage activities 
shall notify the Applicant of their interest within 30 days of the Notice of Availability 
being provided. At least 60 days prior to the Project Applicant commencing demolition 
activities at the Project Site, the Project Applicant shall notify all interested third parties 
of such impending demolition ("Notice of Demolition"). All proposed relocation and/or 
salvage activities proposed by third parties shall be completed no later than 30 days 
after receiving a Notice of Demolition.  

Any such buildings made available for relocation and/or salvage shall be made 
available at no cost for the building itself, but a third party that undertakes relocation 
and/or salvage activities shall be responsible for costs associated with those activities.  

All relocated buildings, whether relocated by the Project Applicant or a third party, shall 
be moved in accordance with all applicable regulatory requirements, including those 
applicable provisions of Chapter 83 of the Los Angeles Building Code, and shall be 
moved during off-peak hours so as to avoid potential traffic impacts. 

MM C-4:  A qualified paleontologist shall be retained to perform periodic inspections of 
excavation and grading activities at the Project Site. The frequency of inspections shall 
be based on consultation with the paleontologist and shall depend on the rate of 
excavation and grading activities and the materials being excavated. If paleontological 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 28 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

materials are encountered, the paleontologist shall temporarily divert or redirect 
grading and excavation activities in the area of the exposed material to facilitate 
evaluation and, if necessary, salvage. The paleontologist shall then assess the 
discovered material(s) and prepare a survey, study or report evaluating the impact. 
The Project Applicant shall then comply with the recommendations of the evaluating 
paleontologist, and a copy of the paleontological survey report shall be submitted to 
the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum. 

  



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 29 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

7.1.6 Energy 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

ENERGY. Would the project: 

a) Result in potentially significant 
environmental impact due to 
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary 
consumption of energy resources, 
during project construction or 
operation? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or 
local plan for renewable energy or 
energy efficiency? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Energy impacts with regard to Energy were analyzed in Section IV.M, Energy 
Conservation, of the Certified EIR. It should be noted that Energy was not included as a 
standalone topic in the State CEQA Guidelines’ Appendix G checklist until January 1, 2019, which 
was after the preparation and circulation of the Draft EIR. However, energy impacts are fully 
evaluated in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Appendix F (Energy Conservation) in Section 
IV.M. Appendix F has not been updated since the preparation of the Draft EIR.  

Additionally, The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would include Project 
Design Features designed to improve energy efficiency as set forth in Section IV.E, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions, Section IV.L.1, Utilities and Service Systems—Water Supply and Infrastructure, 
and Section IV.L.3, Utilities and Service Systems—Solid Waste, of the Certified EIR. 

 a) Result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, 
or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or 
operation? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. 

Original Project Construction Energy 

The Certified EIR determined that during the Original Project’s construction, energy would 
be consumed in the form of electricity and petroleum-based fuels. As noted in the Certified EIR in 
Table IV.M-1, it is estimated that the Original EIR would consume a total of 7,544 kWh of 
electricity, 102,644 gallons of gasoline, and 112,627 gallons of diesel during the Original Project’s 
construction.  

The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would not result in an increase in 
demand for energy that exceeds available supply or distribution infrastructure capabilities that 
could result in the construction of new energy facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental effects. The Original’s Project 
construction would be consistent with suggested measures in the LA CEQA Thresholds Guide to 
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use electricity from power poles rather than temporary gasoline or diesel-powered generators. 
Furthermore, the electricity demand during construction would be offset with the removal of the 
existing on-site uses which currently generate a demand for electricity. The Certified EIR 
determined that the construction electricity usage would represent approximately 0.12 percent of 
estimated net operational demand, which would be within the supply and infrastructure service 
capabilities of LADWP. Additionally, Original Project construction fuel usage would represent 
approximately 0.003 percent of the 2016 annual on-road gasoline-related energy consumption 
and 0.02 percent of the annual diesel fuel-related energy consumption in the County. 

The Original Project would be required to comply with several plans and regulations to 
promote the reduction, reuse, recycling, and conversion of solid waste going to disposal systems 
adopted by the City. These regulations include the City of Los Angeles Solid Waste Management 
Policy Plan, the RENEW LA Plan, and the Exclusive Franchise System Ordinance (Ordinance 
No. 182,986). These solid waste reduction programs and ordinances help to reduce the number 
of trips to haul solid waste, thereby reducing the amount of petroleum-based fuel consumed. 
Furthermore, as previously stated, recycling efforts indirectly reduce the energy necessary to 
create new products made of raw material, which is an energy-intensive process.  

In addition, the Original Project included several design features, such as Project Design 
Feature L.3-2, which would require building materials with a minimum of 10 percent recycled 
content to be used for construction, and Project Design Feature L.3-3, which requires a 
construction waste management plan to recycle and/or salvage a minimum of 75 percent of non-
hazardous construction debris or minimize the generation of construction waste to 2.5 pounds per 
square foot of building floor area. Thus, through compliance with the City’s construction-related 
solid waste recycling programs and Project Design Features, the Certified EIR determined the 
Original Project would contribute to reduced energy consumption.  

The Original Project’s construction would not result in the wasteful, inefficient, and 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources. Therefore, construction of the Original Project 
would not result in an increase in demand for electricity that exceeds available supply or 
distribution infrastructure capabilities that would require the construction of new energy facilities 
or expansion of existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental 
effects. As such the Certified EIR determined that construction-related energy impacts under the 
Original Project would be less-than-significant.  

Original Project Operational Energy 

The Certified EIR concluded that operation of the Original Project would not result in an 
increase in demand for electricity that exceeds available supply or distribution infrastructure 
capabilities that could result in the construction of new energy facilities or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects.  

The Original Project would implement various Project Design Features to reduce energy 
consumption, such as: (1) PDF E-1 in Section IV.E, Greenhouse Gas, of the Certified EIR, which 
states that the design of new buildings would include features so as to be capable of achieving 
current LEED® Certified status and includes electricity conservation features; (2) PDF L.1-1 in 
Section IV.L.1, Utilities and Service Systems-Water Supply and Infrastructure, which states that 
the Original Project would implement water conservation features, including leak detection 
systems for swimming pools and Jacuzzis, water-saving pool filters, drip/subsurface irrigation, 
zoning irrigation, and water fixtures that exceed applicable standards; and (3) PDF L.3-4 in 
Section IV.L.3, Utilities and Service Systems—Solid Waste, of the Certified EIR, which states that 
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the Original Project would have a solid waste diversion target of at least 50 percent, which would 
indirectly reduce energy use by reducing the demand for new products made of raw material, an 
energy intensive process. 

Thus, the operational impacts of the Original Project to electricity supply and infrastructure 
would be less-than-significant. Additionally, Certified EIR demonstrated the Original Project would 
not cause wasteful, inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of natural gas during operation and 
operational impacts to natural gas supply and infrastructure would be less-than-significant. 

The Original Project’s operational traffic would result in the consumption of petroleum-
based fuels related to vehicular travel to and from the Project Site. Pursuant to Mitigation Measure 
J-1 in Section IV.J, Traffic and Access, of the Certified EIR, the Original Project would include 
vehicular trip reduction measures as part of a Transportation Demand Management (TDM) 
Program. As discussed in Section IV.J, Traffic and Access, of the Certified EIR, the Project Site 
is located less than 0.5 mile from the Metro Expo Line (Expo Park/USC Station). In addition, 21 
bus lines provide service within the Project vicinity and would provide employees, residents, and 
guests with various public transportation opportunities. Implementation of the TDM Program to 
promote the use of public transportation would serve to reduce vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and 
would result in a corresponding reduction in the consumption of petroleum-based fuels. 
Additionally, bicycle amenities, such as racks and personal lockers, would be expanded at various 
locations within and around the Project Site pursuant to the TDM program. The Project Site is 
also located in a High Quality Transit Area (HQTA), which indicates that the Project Site is an 
appropriate site for increased density and employment opportunities from a “smart growth,” 
regional planning perspective. Table IV.M-2 within the Certified EIR demonstrated that the 
Original Project would not cause wasteful, inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of 
petroleum-based fuel during operation. The Original Project’s siting would minimize transportation 
fuel consumption through the reduction of VMT, as described above. Based on the foregoing 
analysis, the Certified EIR determined the Original Project’s impacts associated with operational 
transportation-related energy use would be less-than-significant. 

Furthermore, the Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would comply with 
applicable regulatory requirements for the design of new buildings, including the provisions set 
forth in the 2016 CALGreen Code and California's Building Energy Efficiency Standards, which 
have been incorporated into the City of Los Angeles Green Building Code. Additionally, the 
Certified EIR determined that the Original Project's impacts would not be cumulatively 
considerable; therefore, cumulative energy impacts are concluded to be less-than-significant. 

Modified Project Construction Energy 

To analyze potential energy impacts of the Modified Project, a 3900 Fig Project – Energy 
EIR Addendum Analysis, was prepared by Kimley-Horn and Associates in October 2022 
(Appendix B). 

As analyzed in Appendix B, construction of the Modified Project is anticipated to occur 
over approximately 18 months and is scheduled to begin in June 2023 and complete in late 2024. 
Fossil fuels used for construction vehicles and other energy-consuming equipment would be used 
during grading, paving, and building construction. Fuel energy consumed during construction 
would be temporary in nature and would not represent a significant demand on energy resources. 
Energy conservation would occur during construction through compliance with State 
requirements that equipment not in use for more than five minutes be turned off. Construction 
equipment would also be required to comply with the latest EPA and CARB engine emissions 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 32 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

standards. These emissions standards require highly efficient combustion systems that maximize 
fuel efficiency and reduce unnecessary fuel consumption. Due to increasing transportation costs 
and fuel prices, contractors and owners have a strong financial incentive to avoid wasteful, 
inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of energy resources during construction. 

The Certified EIR concluded that the Original Project’s construction energy consumption 
would be less that significant. The Modified Project has a reduced site acreage and eliminates 
hotel and office land uses. Therefore, the Modified Project’s construction energy consumption 
would be similar to or less than the Original Project. There are no unusual Project characteristics 
that would necessitate the use of construction equipment that would be less energy-efficient than 
at comparable construction sites in the region or State. Construction energy consumption would 
not be any more inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary than the Original Project. Like the Original 
Project, the Modified Project’s construction-related energy impacts would be less-than-significant. 

Modified Project Operational Energy 

Transportation Energy Demand. Pursuant to the Federal Energy Policy and Conservation 
Act of 1975, the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration (NTSA) is responsible for 
establishing additional vehicle standards and for revising existing standards. Compliance with 
Federal fuel economy standards is not determined for each individual vehicle model. Rather, 
compliance is determined based on each manufacturer’s average fuel economy for the portion of 
their vehicles produced for sale in the United States.  

As analyzed in Appendix B, the electricity, natural gas, and transportation related energy 
consumption for the Modified Project was compared to the usage with the Original Project 
estimated demand. The Modified Project operations are estimated to consume approximately 
14,565 gallons of diesel fuel and 82,908 gallons of gasoline fuel per year, which would be less 
than the estimated fuel demands calculated in the Certified EIR for the Original Project. The 
Modified Project would also not result in any unusual characteristics that would result in excessive 
long-term operational fuel consumption than the Original Project, as determined in Certified EIR. 
Fuel consumption associated with vehicle trips generated by the Modified Project would not be 
considered inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary and the impacts are less than the Original Project 
and less-than-significant. 

Building Energy Demand. Operations of the Modified Project would require approximately 
4,171 megawatt hours (MWh) of electricity per year and approximately 6,663,838 cf of natural 
gas per year, which would be less than that of determined in the Certified EIR for the Original 
Project. The Modified Project would not result in the inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary 
consumption of building energy and the impacts are less than the Original Project and less-than-
significant in this regard.  

The Modified Project would be required to comply with Title 24 Building Energy Efficiency 
Standards, which provide minimum efficiency standards related to various building features, 
including appliances, water and space heating and cooling equipment, building insulation and 
roofing, and lighting. Implementation of the Title 24 standards significantly reduces energy usage. 

Furthermore, The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would include Project 
Design Features designed to improve energy efficiency as set forth in Section IV.E, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions, Section IV.L.1, Utilities and Service Systems—Water Supply and Infrastructure, 
and Section IV.L.3, Utilities and Service Systems—Solid Waste, of the Certified EIR. 
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In addition, the electricity provider, LADWP, is subject to California’s Renewables Portfolio 
Standard (RPS). The RPS requires investor-owned utilities, electric service providers, and 
community choice aggregators to increase procurement from eligible renewable energy 
resources to 33 percent of total procurement by 2020 and to 50 percent of total procurement by 
2030. The increase in reliance of such energy resources further ensures projects will not result in 
the waste of the finite energy resources. Additionally, Senate Bill (SB) 100 also established a 
further goal to have an electric grid that is entirely powered by clean energy by 2045. 

As analyzed in Appendix B, the Modified Project would consume less electricity, water, 
natural gas, and fuel during operations as compared to the Original Project. As described above, 
the Modified Project would not place a substantial demand on regional energy supply or require 
significant additional capacity, or significantly increase peak and base period electricity demand. 
The Modified Project would not cause a wasteful, inefficient, and unnecessary consumption of 
energy during construction, operation, and/or maintenance, or preempt future energy 
development or future energy conservation. All the energy related impacts are less-than-
significant, no mitigation measures were determined in Certified EIR, and no mitigation is required 
for the Modified Project. Additionally, no new information of substantial importance that was not 
known and could not have been known at the time the Final EIR was certified is available that 
would alter the Final EIR’s significance finding. 

 b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Title 24 of the California Code of Regulations contains 
energy efficiency standards for residential and non-residential buildings based on a state mandate 
to reduce California’s energy demand. Specifically, Title 24 addresses a number of energy 
efficiency measures that impact energy used for lighting, water heating, heating, and air 
conditioning, including the energy impact of the building envelope such as windows, doors, 
skylights, wall/floor/ceiling assemblies, attics, and roofs. 

Part 6 of Title 24 specifically establishes energy efficiency standards for residential and 
nonresidential buildings constructed in the State of California in order to reduce energy demand 
and consumption. The Modified Project would comply with Title 24, Part 6 per state regulations. 
In accordance with Title 24 Part 6, the Modified Project would have: (a) sensor-based lighting 
controls for fixtures located near windows, the lighting would be adjusted by taking advantage of 
available natural light; and (b) efficient process equipment. Improved technology offers significant 
savings through more efficient processing equipment. Title 24, Part 11, contains voluntary and 
mandatory energy measures that are applicable to the Project under the California Green Building 
Standards Code.  

The Certified EIR indicated that the Original Project would adhere to all Federal, State, 
and local requirements for energy efficiency and would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local 
plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency.  

As discussed above, the Modified Project demands less energy than that of the Original 
Project and would, like the Original Project, abide by all applicable Federal, State, and local 
requirements for energy efficiency as well. The Modified Project would not conflict with any of the 
federal, state, or local plans for renewable energy and energy efficiency. Because the Modified 
Project would comply with Parts 6 and 11 of Title 24 and with City of Los Angeles measures, no 
conflict with existing energy standards and regulations would occur. Therefore, impacts of the 
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Modified Project associated with renewable energy or energy efficiency plans would be less-than-
significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

As discussed above, energy was not included as a standalone topic in the State CEQA 
Guidelines’ Appendix G checklist until January 1, 2019, which was after the preparation and 
circulation of the Draft EIR. However, energy impacts were analyzed in Section IV.M, Energy 
Conservation, of the Certified EIR. Additionally, energy impacts are fully evaluated in accordance 
with CEQA Guidelines Appendix F (Energy Conservation) in Section IV.M. Appendix F has not 
been updated since the preparation of the Draft EIR. No substantial changes would occur with 
respect to the circumstances under which the Project is undertaken that would require major 
revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a 
substantial increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to energy. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to energy. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since certification of the 
Certified EIR, and no new conditions related to the Modified Project that would result in new or 
more severe significant environmental impacts to energy. Finally, as the Modified Project would 
not result in any impacts to energy, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.7 Geology and Soils 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS. Would the project: 

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, 
including the risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving: 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

i) Rupture of a known earthquake 
fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map 
issued by the State Geologist 
for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known 
fault? Refer to Division of Mines 
and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

iii) Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

iv) Landslides? No Impact No No No  No 

b) Result in substantial soil erosion or 
the loss of topsoil? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil 
that is unstable, or that would 
become unstable as a result of the 
project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction 
or collapse? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

d) Be located on expansive soil, as 
defined in Table 18-1-B of the 
Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or indirect 
risks to life or property? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No  No 

e) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 

No Impact No No No  No 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

alternative waste water disposal 
systems where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

f)  Directly or indirectly destroy a 
unique paleontological resource or 
site or unique geologic feature? 

Less-than-
Significant 
Impact with 
Mitigation 

No No No  Yes 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Potential impacts associated with geology and soils were addressed in Section IV.G. 
Geology and Soils of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. The analysis was based 
on the Geotechnical Evaluation prepared by Leighton and Associates, Inc., dated February 26, 
2016 (revised August 30, 2016), which was provided in Appendix D of the Draft EIR. Impacts to 
paleontological resources were addressed in the Initial Study and Section IV.C, Cultural 
Resources, of the Certified EIR. Discussion for the Initial Study and the Paleontological Records 
Search are included as Appendix A to the Draft EIR and Appendix C, respectively. 

 Question a) – i) through iii) - Fault Rupture, Strong Seismic Ground Shaking, and 
Liquefaction: 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As discussed in the Draft EIR and Appendix D of the Initial 
Study, no active faults with the potential for surface fault rupture are known to pass directly 
beneath the Project Site, and the potential for surface rupture due to faulting occurring beneath 
the Project Site is considered low. The Project Site is located in the seismically active Southern 
California region and could be subjected to moderate or to strong ground shaking in the event of 
an earthquake on one of the many active Southern California faults, although such shaking would 
be typical of areas within Southern California and would adhere to State and local seismic safety 
and building code standards. The potential impacts related to seismic ground shaking at the 
Project Site would not be exacerbated by the Original Project because the Project would not 
involve mining operations, deep excavation into the earth, or boring of large areas creating 
unstable seismic conditions that would exacerbate ground shaking.  

The Project Site is not located in an area that has been identified by the State as being 
potentially susceptible to liquefaction.2 In addition, Project Site is not located within a liquefiable 
area.3 Further, seismically induced settlement generally consists predominantly of liquefaction-
induced settlement, and the potential for liquefaction at the Project Site is considered to be low. 
Thus, the Geotechnical Evaluation concluded that the potential for seismically induced settlement 
due to liquefaction is also considered low.  

 
2   City of Los Angeles Department of City Planning, ZIMAS, Parcel Profile Report, http://zimas.lacity.org/, accessed September 27, 2022.  
3   State of California, California Geologic Survey, Hollywood Quadrangle, Earthquake Fault Zones (November 6, 2014) and Seismic Hazard Zones 

(March 25, 1999) Map. 
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The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project 
would be required to conform with standard structural design requirements, through compliance 
with the plan review and permitting requirements of LADBS, including the requirement to submit 
soils and geological reports for review and approval by LADBS. Hence, impacts of the Original 
Project related to fault rupture, and seismic-related ground failure including liquefaction would be 
similar to the Original Project and would be less-than-significant. 

iv) Landslides? 

No Impact. Landslides generally occur in loosely consolidated wet soil and/or rocks on 
steep sloping terrain. The Project Site is characterized by a relatively flat topography with a 
minimal elevation difference in the Project vicinity. The Project Site is not located in a landslide 
area as mapped by the City of Los Angeles, or within an area identified as having a potential for 
slope instability. Furthermore, the development of the Original Project does not require substantial 
alteration to the existing topography.  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project and would not require substantial alteration to the existing 
topography. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not expose 
people or structures to potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or 
death involving landslides. As with the Original Project, the potential impacts of the Modified 
Project associated with landslides would be less-than-significant. 

 b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Erosion and loss of topsoil could potentially occur from 
exposed soils during construction of the Original Project. However, construction activities would 
occur in accordance with erosion control requirements, including grading and dust control 
measures, imposed by the City pursuant to grading permit regulations.  

Similar to the Original Project, most of the Project Site associated with the Modified Project 
would be comprised of impervious surfaces and would not be subject to substantial erosion and 
loss of topsoil. In addition, similar to the Original Project, in accordance with regulatory 
requirements, operation of the Modified Project would incorporate Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) that would address erosion from vegetated areas of the Project Site. Therefore, similar to 
the Original Project, erosion and loss of topsoil impacts associated with the Modified Project would 
be less-than-significant. 

 c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As analyzed in the Certified EIR, the Project Site is not 
subject to liquefaction or landslides. Furthermore, the Project Site is not located within an area of 
known subsidence associated with oil or groundwater withdrawal, peat oxidation, or hydro-
compaction. and it is anticipated that site soils susceptible to seismic- induced settlement would 
be removed during excavation. The Modified Project would be constructed within the same 
Project Site with the same boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original 
Project, potential impacts related to on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction or collapse would be less-than-significant for the Modified Project. 
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 d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Based on the Geotechnical Evaluation, near-surface 
soils, which are characterized as silty sand, have very low expansion potential and potential 
impacts related to expansive soils would be less-than-significant. The Modified Project would be 
constructed within the same Project Site with the same boundaries as the Original Project. 
Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would also not exacerbate existing 
environmental conditions and increase the expansion potential of the soils. Therefore, impacts of 
the Modified Project related to expansive soils would be less-than-significant. 

 e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste 
water? 

No Impact. As indicated in the Initial Study, the Original Project does not propose a septic 
system or other soil-based wastewater disposal system. The Project Site is located within a 
community served by existing sewage infrastructure. The Project’s wastewater demand would be 
accommodated via connections to the existing wastewater infrastructure. The Modified Project 
would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same boundaries as the Original 
Project and does not propose the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. 
The Modified Project’s wastewater demand would also be accommodated via connections to the 
existing wastewater infrastructure. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, no impact would 
occur.  

 f)  Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

Less-Than-Significant With Mitigation Incorporated. Impacts related to the destruction 
of a unique paleontological resource or site, or unique geologic feature are analyzed in Section 
IV.C, Cultural Resources of the Certified EIR. A records search conducted for the Project Site, 
found in Appendix C of the Draft EIR, indicates there are no previously encountered fossil 
vertebrate localities located within the Project Site. However, there have been a number of fossil 
localities recorded near the Project Site. While the Project Site has been subject to grading and 
development in the past, grading for Original Project would excavate to a maximum a depth of 
approximately 50 feet below the existing ground surface. Thus, the possibility exists that 
paleontological artifacts that were not recovered during prior construction or other human activity 
may be present. As set forth in Mitigation Measure C-4, a qualified paleontologist shall be retained 
to perform periodic inspections of excavation and grading activities of the Project Site. In the event 
paleontological materials are encountered, the paleontologist shall be allowed to temporarily 
divert or redirect grading and excavation activities in the area of the exposed material to facilitate 
evaluation and, if necessary, salvage. With the implementation of Mitigation Measure C-4, any 
potential impacts of the Modified Project related to paleontological resources would be less-than-
significant. 

The Modified Project would be constructed on the same Project Site as the Original 
Project. Since development of the Modified Project is reduced, the amount of surface area to be 
graded would be less. Furthermore, as the parking garage under the Modified Project would not 
contain a subterranean level, the depth of soil disturbance would be shallower. While no known 
paleontological resources have been found on the Project Site, the Modified Project would 
implement the same mitigation measures as the Original Project to reduce impacts caused by the 
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potential for inadvertent discovery of paleontological resources and, as a result, similar to the 
Original Project, the Modified Project’s impacts would be less-than-significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

Based on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the 
circumstances under which the Modified Project is undertaken that will require major revisions of 
the Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to geology and soils. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to geology and soils. No substantial changes in the environment have occurred since certification 
of the Certified EIR, and no new conditions related to geology and soils have been identified within 
the vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new or more severe significant 
environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially 
more severe impacts related to geology and soils, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation 
measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

No PDFs associated with geology and soils were included in the Certified EIR. The 
following mitigation measure would continue to be implemented as part of the Modified Project to 
address potential impacts to paleontological resources. 

MM C-4:  A qualified paleontologist shall be retained to perform periodic inspections of 
excavation and grading activities at the Project Site. The frequency of inspections shall 
be based on consultation with the paleontologist and shall depend on the rate of 
excavation and grading activities and the materials being excavated. If paleontological 
materials are encountered, the paleontologist shall temporarily divert or redirect 
grading and excavation activities in the area of the exposed material to facilitate 
evaluation and, if necessary, salvage. The paleontologist shall then assess the 
discovered material(s) and prepare a survey, study or report evaluating the impact. 
The Project Applicant shall then comply with the recommendations of the evaluating 
paleontologist, and a copy of the paleontological survey report shall be submitted to 
the Los Angeles County Natural History Museum.  

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  
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7.1.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS. Would the project: 

a) Generate greenhouse gas 
emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the 
environment? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

b) Conflict with an applicable plan, 
policy or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of reducing the emissions 
of greenhouse gases? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Original Project's impacts with regard Greenhouse Gas Emissions (GHG) were 
addressed in Section IV.E, Greenhouse Gas Emissions of the Certified EIR. 

 a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a 
significant impact on the environment? 

Less-than-Significant Impact.  

Construction Emissions.  

As determined in the Certified EIR, construction of the Original Project is estimated to 
generate a total of 2,347 metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalent (MTCO2e). As recommended 
by the SCAQMD, the total GHG construction emissions were amortized over a 30-year period 
(i.e., total construction GHG emissions were divided by 30 to determine annual construction 
emissions estimate that can be added to the Original Project's operational emissions) in order to 
determine the Original Project’s annual GHG emissions inventory. The Certified EIR predicted 
amortized construction emissions from Original Project as 78 MTCO2e per year. Once 
construction is complete, the generation of these GHG emissions would cease.  

To analyze potential GHG impacts of the Modified Project compared to the Original 
Project, a 3900 Fig Project – Greenhouse Gas Emissions EIR Addendum Analysis, was prepared 
by Kimley-Horn and Associates in October 2022 (Appendix C). As analyzed in Appendix C, the 
amortized emissions associated with construction of the Modified Project would be 43 MTCO2e 
per year; significantly less than the Original Project.  

Operational GHG Emissions.  

Operational GHG emissions associated with the Original and Modified Project are described 
below.  

As determined in the Certified EIR, Original Project operations are estimated to generate 
a total of 6,824 MTCO2e per year. The analysis of the Modified Project in Appendix C shows that 
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the GHG emissions from development of the Modified Project are 1,106 MTCO2e per year less 
than that of for the Original Project. Modeled emissions are broken down into the general 
categories of area sources, energy, mobile sources, stationary, solid waste, and water demand. 
Emissions from the development of the Modified Project from these categories are discussed 
below. 

Area Sources. Area source emissions occur from hearths, architectural coatings, 
landscaping equipment, and consumer products. Additionally, the primary emissions from 
architectural coatings are volatile organic compounds, which are relatively insignificant as direct 
GHG emissions. The development of the Modified Project would result in 97 MTCO2e per year 
and the area sources of the Original Project were 7 MTCO2e per year in the Certified EIR. The 
difference in area source emissions is primarily due to increase in residential building area and 
the types of land uses under the Modified Project as compared to the Original Project. PDF E-2 
(incorporated into the modeling for both the Original Project and the Modified Project) would 
prohibit natural gas fireplaces (i.e., hearths) installed in the residences to minimize area source 
emissions. 

Energy Consumption. Energy consumption consists of emissions from Project 
consumption of electricity and natural gas. The development of Modified Project would result in 
1,008 MTCO2e per year and the approved Original Project would result in 3,071 MTCO2e year 
from energy consumption. The difference in energy consumption emissions is primarily due to 
change and reduction in building area and changes to the proposed land uses between the 
Original Project and Modified Project. As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would 
comply with specific mandatory requirements of the CALGreen Code, Los Angeles Green Building 
Code, and PDF E-1 (specific mandatory requirements of achieving LEED Silver Rating) that would 
reduce energy consumption. 

Mobile Sources. Mobiles sources from the development of Modified Project were 
calculated with CalEEMod version 2020.4.0 and approved Original Project emissions were 
calculated with CalEEMod version 2016.3.1. The Certified EIR determined that the Original 
Project mobile sources would generate 3,138 MTCO2e per year while the emissions from the 
development of Modified Project would be 4,256 MTCO2e per year. Although the Modified Project 
would have a lower trip generation than the Original Project, the modeled emissions are higher 
due to updates to the CARB mobile source emissions factors used in CalEEMod, which have 
occurred since approval of the Original Project. Accordingly, the present analysis is highly 
conservative because the impacts of the Modified Project are assessed using a model that 
estimates higher emissions from mobile sources, despite increased efficiency in engines. As 
noted above, the Original Project and the Modified Project both represent an infill development 
within an existing urbanized area that would concentrate new uses within a HQTA (i.e., walkable 
transit villages or corridors, that are within 0.5 mile of a well-serviced transit stop or a transit 
corridor with 15-minute or less service frequency during peak commute hours). 

Solid Waste. The development of the Modified Project would result in 177 MTCO2e per 
year. The Certified analyzed that the Original Project’s GHG emission from solid waste would be 
194 MTCO2e per year. The difference in solid waste emissions is mostly due to change in land 
uses type and the elimination of hotel use.  

Water Demand. The development of Modified Project would result in 132 MTCO2e per 
year, a decrease from the 327 MTCO2e predicted in the Certified EIR, from the electricity 
consumption associated with water conveyance and treatment. The difference in water demand 
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related energy consumption is primarily due to change in land uses type and the elimination of 
hotel and office uses.  

As discussed above, development of Modified Project is estimated to generate fewer GHG 
emissions than the Original Project as determined in the Certified EIR. The development of the 
Modified Project would result in 5,718 MTCO2e per year, which is 1,107 MTCO2e per year less 
than what was identified in the Certified EIR overall, though some individual components of the 
Modified Project would be greater than the same component in the Original Project, e.g., 
residential uses.  

As noted above, the development of Modified Project is estimated to generate fewer GHG 
emissions than the Original Project as determined in the Certified EIR for construction and 
operation. Therefore, impacts would remain less-than-significant. 

 b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of 
reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR included an evaluation of whether the 
Original Project would conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation of an agency adopted 
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs. The Certified EIR determined that the Original 
Project complies with or exceeds the regulations and reduction actions/strategies outlined in the 
CARB’s Climate Change Scoping Plan, Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities 
Strategy, and the LA Green Plan. As mixed-use infill development that close to transit and similar 
land uses, the Original Project which would facilitate a reduction in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) 
and related vehicular GHG emissions, which would be consistent with the goals of SCAG's 2016 
RTP/SCS. Additionally, the Original Project was determined to be consistent with the approach 
outlined in CARB's Climate Change Scoping Plan, particularly its emphasis on the identification 
of emission reduction opportunities that promote economic growth while achieving greater energy 
efficiency and accelerating the transition to a low-carbon economy. In addition, as recommended 
by CARB's Climate Change Scoping Plan, the Original Project would use "green building" features 
as a framework for achieving cross-cutting emissions reductions as new buildings and 
infrastructure would be designed to achieve the standards of the Silver Rating under the U.S. 
Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED).  

As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would also be consistent with the 
applicable goals and actions of the LA Green Plan. The Original Project would comply with 
performance-based standards included in the Green Building Code (e.g., 2016 Building Energy 
Efficiency Standards). In addition, Project Design Feature E-1 would serve to further reduce GHG 
emissions by requiring new buildings and infrastructure to be designed to be environmentally 
sustainable and to achieve the standards of the Silver Rating under the U.S. Green Building 
Council's LEED® green building program or equivalent green building standards. 

Given the Original Project's consistency with State and City GHG emission reduction goals 
and objectives, the Certified EIR concluded that the Original Project would not conflict with any 
applicable plan, policy or regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the 
emissions of GHGs and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project is a mixed-use infill development that 
would provide residents and visitors with convenient access to public transit and opportunities for 
walking and biking, which would facilitate a reduction in VMT and related vehicular GHG 
emissions. The 2020-2045 RTP/SCS is the current guidance document and emphasizes 
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sustainability and integrated planning and identifies mobility, accessibility, sustainability, and high 
quality of life as the principles most critical to the future of the region. In particular, the 2020-2045 
RTP/SCS encourages an overall land use pattern of focusing new housing and employment within 
HQTAs. The Modified Project would further support the GHG goals and principles set forth in the 
2020-2045 RTP/SCS through the construction of housing and employment-generating uses 
within an urban infill site that is well served by transit. 

The Modified Project would also incorporate PDF E-1 to would serve to further reduce 
GHG emissions by requiring new buildings and infrastructure to be designed to be 
environmentally sustainable and to achieve the standards of the Silver Rating under the U.S. 
Green Building Council's LEED green building program or equivalent green building standards. 

As such, the Modified Project would not conflict with any applicable plan, policy or 
regulation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs and similar 
to the Original Project, impacts would be less-than-significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to GHG emissions. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to GHG emissions. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since certification 
of the Certified EIR, and no new GHG emission conditions related to the Modified Project that 
would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified 
Project would not result in any impacts to GHG emissions, a review of new or additional feasible 
mitigation is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

The following PDFs to address GHG emissions shall be implemented as part of the 
Modified Project. 

Project Design Feature E-1: The design of the new buildings shall incorporate features to be 
capable of achieving at least Silver certification under the U.S. 
Green Building Council's Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED)-NC® v2009. Such LEED® features shall include 
energy-efficient buildings, a pedestrian- and bicycle friendly site 
design, and water conservation measures, among others. 

Project Design Feature E-2: No natural gas fueled fireplaces shall be installed in the residences. 

Project Design Feature E-3: A minimum of 20 percent of the total code-required parking spaces 
for the project shall be capable of supporting future electric vehicle 
supply equipment (EVSE). Project plans shall indicate the proposed 
type and location(s) of EVSE and also include raceway method(s), 
wiring schematics and electrical calculations to verify that the 
electrical system has sufficient capacity to simultaneously charge 
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all electric vehicles (EVs) at all designated EV charging locations at 
their full rated amperage. Plan design shall be based upon Level 2 
or greater EVSE at its maximum operating capacity. Only raceways 
and related components are required to be installed at the time of 
construction. When the application of the 20 percent results in a 
fractional space, round up to the next whole number. A label stating 
"EV CAPABLE" shall be posted in a conspicuous place at the 
service panel or subpanel and next to the raceway termination 
point. 

Project Design Feature E-4: A minimum of 5 percent of the total code-required parking spaces 
shall be equipped with EV charging stations. Project plans shall 
indicate the proposed type and location(s) of charging stations. Plan 
design shall be based on Level 2 or greater EVSE at its maximum 
operating capacity. When the application of the 5-percent 
requirement results in a fractional space, round up to the next whole 
number. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS. Would the project: 

a) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through 
the routine transport, use, or 
disposal of hazardous materials? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

b) Create a significant hazard to the 
public or the environment through 
reasonably foreseeable upset and 
accident conditions involving the 
release of hazardous materials into 
the environment? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle 
hazardous or acutely hazardous 
materials, substances, or waste 
within one-quarter mile of an existing 
or proposed school? 

No Impact No No No No 

d) Be located on a site which is 
included on a list of hazardous 
materials sites compiled pursuant to 
Government Code Section 65962.5 
and, as a result, would it create a 
significant hazard to the public or the 
environment? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

e) For a project located within an 
airport land use plan or, where such 
a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public 
use airport, would the project result 
in a safety hazard or excessive 
noise for people residing or working 
in the project area? 

No Impact No No No No 

f) Impair implementation of or 
physically interfere with an adopted 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

g) Expose people or structures, either 
directly or indirectly, to a significant 
risk of loss, injury or death involving 
wildland fires? 

No Impact No No No No 
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Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts with regard to hazards and hazardous materials were analyzed in Section IV.F, 
Hazards and Hazardous Materials of the Draft EIR and the Initial Study, found in Appendix A of 
the Draft EIR that was adopted as part of the Certified EIR. The analysis is based in part on the 
Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, Fig and Flower Mixed-Use Development, SE of the 
Intersection of South Figueroa Street and West 39th Street, Los Angeles, California (Phase I ESA) 
prepared by Leighton and Associates Inc., dated September 15, 2016, which is included as 
Appendix B of the Draft EIR.  

 a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine 
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR indicated that construction and 
operation of the Original Project would involve the routine transport, use and disposal of small 
quantities of hazardous materials and removal of the Project Site’s existing buildings, which could 
include the opportunity for hazardous materials releases. As analyzed in the Certified EIR, the 
Project Site would not be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 

During construction, any hazardous materials associated with construction materials and 
equipment would be handled and disposed with in compliance with the manufacturer’s 
instructions and all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations. Construction activities 
would occur in accordance with OSHA requirements for worker safety. Based on the age of the 
on-site buildings, asbestos containing materials, lead based paint, and pole-mounted 
transformers containing polychlorinated biphenyls (PCB) materials may be encountered during 
construction. However, these materials would be removed in accordance with all applicable 
regulations, including requirements promulgated by the South Coast Air Quality Management 
District, compliance with which would result in impacts that are less-than-significant. Therefore, 
the Certified EIR concluded that with compliance with applicable regulations, impacts associated 
with the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials during the Original Project’s 
construction would be less-than-significant.  

Operation of the Original Project involved the limited use of potentially hazards materials 
typical of those used in residential, hotel, office, and commercial uses. Activities involved in 
handling and disposal of any hazardous wastes on site would occur in compliance with all 
applicable laws and regulations. As such, the Certified EIR concluded that, with compliance with 
applicable regulations, impacts associated with the routine transport, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials during Project operation would be less-than-significant.  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site and boundaries 
as the Original Project and would thus also not be located on a site which is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. Construction 
and operation of the Modified Project would also in be compliance with applicable laws and 
regulations, therefore similar to the Original Project, impacts associated with the routine transport, 
use, or disposal of hazardous materials for the Modified Project would be less-than-significant.  
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 b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably 
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials 
into the environment? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As noted above, based on the age of the on-site buildings, 
asbestos containing materials, lead based paint, and pole-mounted transformers containing PCB 
materials are likely to be encountered during construction. The Certified EIR concluded that with 
compliance with applicable laws and regulations, impacts associated with release of hazardous 
materials into the environment would be less-than-significant. Any potentially hazardous materials 
used in operation of the Original Project such as cleaners, pesticides and similar hazardous 
materials would be used, stored, and disposed of with manufacturers’ specifications and handled 
in compliance with all applicable laws.  

The Modified Project would include residential and commercial uses; land use types that 
were evaluated for the Original Project as part of the Certified EIR. In addition, construction 
activities and overall development would be reduced under the Modified Project. Therefore, 
impacts would be reduced during both construction and operation when compared with the 
Original Project. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts for the Modified Project would be less-
than-significant.  

 c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, 
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Project Site is located 0.2 miles south of the Dr. 
Theodore T. Alexander, Jr. Science Center School. The next closest schools to the Project Site 
include the University of Southern California located approximately 0.3 miles to the north of the 
Project Site, Clinton Middle School and Animo Jackie Robinson High School located 
approximately 0.6 miles northeast of the Project Site, and the Sea Charter School located 
approximately 0.4 miles to the southeast of the Project Site. Construction of the Original Project 
would require the demolition and removal of the existing buildings, which may contain asbestos 
containing materials, lead based paint, and PCB materials. However, these materials would be 
removed in accordance with all applicable regulations, reducing potential impacts to less-than-
significant. 

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same boundaries as the Original 
Project. Due to the reduced construction activities and reduction in overall development under the 
Modified Project, impacts would be reduced during both construction and operation when 
compared with the Original Project and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites 
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it 
create a significant hazard to the public or the environment? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As stated in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would 
not be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would not be reasonably expected to 
exacerbate any current environmental conditions in a manner that would create a significant 
hazard to the public or the environment. Additionally, all potentially hazardous materials would be 
used and stored in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions and would not include materials 
beyond what those generally used in typical construction activities, thereby reducing the risk to 
the human environment from the routine use hazardous materials during construction. 
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Furthermore, the Original Project would comply with all applicable federal, state, and local 
requirements concerning the use, storage, and management of hazardous materials. 
Consequently, the Certified EIR concluded that there is limited potential for the Original Project’s 
construction or operation activities to expose people to a substantial risk resulting from the release 
or explosion of a hazardous material, or from exposure to a health hazard in excess of regulatory 
standards, and that such impacts would be less-than-significant.  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project 
would not be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled 
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified 
Project would also comply with all applicable federal, state, and local requirements concerning 
the use, storage, and management of hazardous materials generated by the associated 
residential and commercial land uses. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified 
Project would be less-than-significant. 

 e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not 
been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the 
project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in 
the project area? 

No Impact. As stated in the Initial Study, of the Draft EIR, the Project Site is not located 
within two miles of an airport or within an airport planning area. The closest airport to the Project 
Site, the Los Angeles International Airport, is located approximately 10.3 miles southwest from 
the Approved Project Site. No impacts would occur as a result of the construction or operation of 
the Original Project, and no mitigation measures would be required. The Modified Project would 
be constructed on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as the Original Project. 
Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not be located within an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use 
airport. Consistent with the Certified EIR, no impacts would occur under the Modified Project. 

 f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As stated in the Initial Study, found in Appendix A of the 
Draft EIR, traffic generated by the Original Project would result in impacts to Project area 
intersections, including intersections along the City-designated disasters routes along Figueroa 
Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. However, the drivers of emergency vehicles normally 
have a variety of options for avoiding traffic such as sirens to clear a path of travel.  

In addition, the Original Project does not include improvements along Figueroa Street that 
would alter the existing land configuration of this street nor would the Original Project require the 
installation of any barriers that would impede emergency response. Therefore, the Original Project 
would not cause an impediment along the City’s designated disaster routes or impair the 
implementation of the City’s emergency response plan. The Modified Project would be 
constructed on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as the Original Project and 
would involve fewer vehicle trips that the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would not impair the implementation of or physically interfere with 
an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Consistent with the 
Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 
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 g) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, 
injury or death involving wildland fires? 

No Impact. As stated in the Initial Study, found in Appendix A of the Draft EIR, there are 
no wildlands located in the vicinity of the Project Site. Furthermore, the Project Site is not located 
within a City-designated Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. Therefore, the Original Project 
would not subject people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death as a result of 
exposure to wildland fires.  

As the Modified Project is within the same Project boundary as the Original Project, the 
Modified Project would not create any new significant impacts related to wildland fires, nor would 
it result in a substantial increase in a previously identified significant impact. Therefore, similar to 
the Original Project, under the Modified Project, no impacts would occur and no mitigation 
measures would be required.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to hazards. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to hazards and hazardous materials. No substantial changes in the environment have occurred 
since certification of the Certified EIR, and no new conditions related to hazards and hazardous 
materials have been identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new 
or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, the Modified Project would not result in 
any new or substantially more severe hazards impacts, and a review of new or additional feasible 
mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.10 Hydrology and Water Quality 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY. Would the project: 

a) Violate any water quality standards 
or waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade 
surface or ground water quality? 

Less-than-
significant  

No No No No 

b) Substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially 
with groundwater recharge such that 
the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the 
basin? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

c) Substantially alter the existing 
drainage pattern of the site or area, 
including through the alteration of 
the course of a stream or river or 
through the addition of impervious 
surfaces, in a manner which would: 

     

i) Result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

ii) Substantially increase the rate 
or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in 
flooding on- or offsite? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

iii) Create or contribute runoff 
water which would exceed the 
capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? No Impact No No No No 

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche 
zones, risk release of pollutants due 
to project inundation? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

e) Conflict with or obstruct 
implementation of a water quality 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan? 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Hydrology and water quality impacts were evaluated in the Initial Study for the Original 
Project, which is included as Appendix A to the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. 
The analysis is based in part, on the Water Resources Technical Report (Water Resources 
Technical Report), prepared for the Original Project by Fuscoe Engineering, dated May 31, 2016. 
The report is included in Appendix IS-2 of the Initial Study. 

 a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or ground water quality? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, construction activities 
under the Original Project such as earth moving, maintenance/operation of construction 
equipment, and handling/storage/disposal of construction materials, could contribute to pollutant 
loading in stormwater runoff. However, a site-specific Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP) would be implemented pursuant to the federal and state National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) requirements under the State Water Resources Control Board 
General Construction Permit that would specify best management practices (BMP)s to be 
implemented during project construction to reduce or eliminate the discharge of potential 
pollutants from stormwater runoff to the maximum extent practicable.  

During operation, the Original Project would introduce sources of potential stormwater 
pollution that are typical of residential, retail, and commercial developments (e.g., cleaning 
solvents, pesticides for landscaping, and petroleum products associated with parking and 
circulation areas). The Original Project would be required to comply with the City’s Low Impact 
Development (LID) Ordinance (Ordinance No. 181,899), which promotes the use of natural 
infiltration systems, evapotranspiration, and the reuse of stormwater to eliminate or reduce 
operational stormwater pollution impacts. 

In addition, the Original Project would be developed in accordance with existing regulatory 
requirements and City grading permit regulations, which would require standard measures, plans 
(including a wet weather erosion control plan if construction occurs during the rainy season), and 
inspections to reduce sedimentation and erosion. Thus, the Certified EIR concluded that with 
regulatory requirements, the construction and operation of the Original Project would not 
applicable violate water quality standards or waste discharge requirements, or otherwise degrade 
surface water quality and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would also comply all with City grading 
permit regulations and NPDES Municipal Permit requirements and would include BMPs to reduce 
or eliminate the discharge of potential pollutants from stormwater runoff to the maximum extent 
practicable. The Modified Project would also be required to comply with the City’s LID Ordinance 
which promotes the use of natural infiltration systems, evapotranspiration, and the reuse of 
stormwater.  
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Further, while the Modified Project retains the same Project boundary as the Original 
Project (4.4 acres), under the Modified Project, the amount of the Project Site that would be 
disturbed would be reduced to 4.0 acres. As such, the amount of soil disturbance and construction 
area would be reduced; reducing potential surface water quality impacts during construction. The 
Modified Project would also provide expanded open space opportunities and amenities for 
residents, compared to the Original Project, offering more opportunities for groundwater recharge, 
among other potential methods of LID Ordinance compliance. Therefore, similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge 
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality with the 
implementation of mitigation. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified Project 
would be less-than-significant. 

 b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater 
management of the basin? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, groundwater within the 
Project Site vicinity is greater than 50 feet below the existing ground surface. Based on these 
grading depths, it is not anticipated that the Original Project’s construction would require 
dewatering or other withdrawals of groundwater. The Certified EIR determined that construction 
under the Original Project would therefore not deplete groundwater supplies or interfere with 
groundwater recharge. 

In addition, operation of the Original Project would not interfere with groundwater 
recharge. The Project Site is located in an urbanized area and is developed with multi-family 
residential buildings and surface parking areas as well as minimal landscaping. The Original 
Project would introduce new landscaping to the Original Project Site, which would decrease the 
amount of impervious surface area on-site. As such, the Certified EIR determined construction 
and operation of the Original Project would not substantially affect groundwater levels beneath 
the Original Project Site, including depleting groundwater supplies or resulting in a substantial net 
deficit in the aquifer volume or lowering of the local groundwater table.  

As with the Original Project, development of the Modified Project would not increase the 
amount of impervious surfaces on the Project Site. In addition, like the Original Project, the 
Modified Project would not require direct extraction of groundwater as a water source and would 
not require long-term dewatering at the Project Site. Furthermore, because excavation depths 
would be less under the Modified Project than under the Original Project, the potential need for 
temporary construction dewatering would be less under the Modified Project. 

Further, as referenced in the Modified Project Description, the Modified Project would have 
less development and more open space and therefore, more potential pervious area. Therefore, 
similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede 
sustainable groundwater management of the basin. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of 
the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

 c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of 
impervious surfaces, in a manner which would: 

i) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 
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ii) Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which 
would result in flooding on- or offsite? 

iii) Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing 
or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional 
sources of polluted runoff? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, construction activities 
associated with the Original Project would temporarily alter existing drainage patterns and 
stormwater flows by exposing the underlying soils, changing existing grades, and making the 
Original Project Site temporary more permeable. However, the Original Project would have to 
comply with the General Construction NPDES Permit and implement a SWPPP to provide 
stormwater management and prevent on- and off-site flooding during construction though the 
implementation of BMPs, and also to comply with applicable City grading permit regulations that 
also require the implementation of storm water BMPs , plans and inspections to ensure impacts 
associated sedimentation and erosion are kept to a less-than-significant level.  

The Original Project is anticipated to include drywells and underground detention systems 
to capture, treat, and store the stormwater volumes as required under the City’s LID Ordinance. 
In compliance with that ordinance, the implementation of these proposed measures would result 
in infiltration or other reduction or elimination of discharges of the required treatment volume for 
the Original Project Site and the elimination of pollutant runoff up to the 85th percentile, 24 hour 
storm event, in accordance with the City’s LID Ordinance requirements. Thus, with the 
implementation of regulatory compliance measures the Original Project would not alter the 
existing drainage pattern of the Project Site or surrounding area such that substantial erosion, 
siltation, or on- or off-site flooding would occur.  

The Modified Project, like the Original Project, would involve the development of new 
buildings, paved areas, and landscaping. The Modified Project would propose BMPs would result 
in infiltration of the entire required treatment volume for the Original Project Site and the 
elimination of pollutant runoff up to the 85th percentile storm event, in accordance with the City’s 
LID requirements. 

Further, as discussed above, the Modified Project would have less development and more 
open space than the Original Project and therefore, more potential pervious area. Thus, as with 
the Original Project, the Modified Project would not substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern, result in substantial erosion, or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff 
in a manner that would result in flooding on- or off-site, or create or contribute runoff water that 
would exceed the capacity of stormwater drainage systems. Consistent with the Certified EIR, 
impacts of the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

 iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? 

No Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, the Original Project Site is not located within 
a designated 100-year flood plain area. Thus, the Original Project would not place structures that 
would impede or redirect flood flows. Therefore, no impacts would occur. 

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same boundaries as the Original 
Project and similar to the Original Project, no impact to flooding occur. Therefore, consistent with 
the Certified EIR, no impacts would occur under the Modified Project. 

 d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? 
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Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, the Original Project Site 
is not located in a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) or City of Los Angeles 
designated 100- or 500- year flood plain. The Project Site is not located in a tsunami, or seiche 
zone. However, the Original Project Site is located within the potential inundation area for the 
Hollywood Reservoir, which is held by the Mulholland Dam. Current design and construction 
practices and ongoing programs of review, modification, or total reconstruction of existing dams 
are intended to ensure that all dams are capable of withstanding the maximum considered 
earthquake for the site. Pursuant to these regulations, the Mulholland Dam is regularly inspected 
and meets current safety regulations. Given the distance of the Mulholland Dam to the Project 
Site, the oversight by the Division of Safety of Dams, including regular inspections, and LADWP's 
emergency response program, the potential for substantial adverse impacts related to inundation 
at the Project Site as a result of dam failure would be less-than-significant. 

The Modified Project would be within the same boundaries as the Original Project. 
Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not create any new significant 
impacts related to flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, or risk release of pollutants due to 
project inundation. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified Project would be 
less-than-significant. 

 e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management plan? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Original Project would comply with the applicable 
Water Quality Control Plan and Sustainable Groundwater Management Plan (e.g., City of Los 
Angeles grading permit, LID, SWPPP, and SUSMP requirements, etc.). Furthermore, the Original 
Project would not require direct discharge to or extraction from the groundwater supply, and any 
infiltration of stormwater to the groundwater basin would occur in accordance with NPDES and 
other applicable water quality requirements. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not require direct discharge to 
or extraction from the groundwater supply. The Modified Project would comply with existing 
regulations and would not conflict with the applicable Water Quality Control Plan or Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Plan. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts would be less-than-
significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

Based on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the 
circumstances under which the project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the 
Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to hydrology, water 
quality and groundwater.  

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to hydrology and water quality. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since 
certification of the Certified EIR, and no new hydrologic resources and water quality impacts have 
been identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would results in new or more severe 
significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any impacts 
to hydrology and water quality, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation is not required. 
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Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 

 

7.1.11 Land Use and Planning 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

LAND USE AND PLANNING. Would the project: 

a) Physically divide an established 
community? 

Less Than 
Significant 

No No No No 

b) Cause a significant environmental 
impact due to a conflict with any 
land use plan, policy, or regulation 
adopted for the purpose of avoiding 
or mitigating an environmental 
effect? 

Less Than 
Significant 

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts regarding land use and planning were analyzed in Section IV.G. Land Use of the 
Draft EIR and the Initial Study, found in Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified 
EIR.  

 a) Physically divide an established community? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Original Project would replace the existing residential 
structures and surface parking areas with a mixed-use development that includes a student 
housing building, mixed income housing, a hotel, and an above-ground parking structure. The 
proposed uses under the Original Project would be consistent with existing land uses in the 
surrounding area. All proposed development would occur within the boundaries of the Project 
Site. The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would not physically divide, disrupt, 
or isolate an established community and would result in further infill of an already developed 
community with similar and compatible land uses. Impacts under the Original Project were 
determined to be less-than-significant. 

Like the Original Project, the Modified Project represents an infill development of 
residential and commercial uses that would be consistent with existing land uses in the 
surrounding area. The Modified Project would occur on the same Project Site within the same 
boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, no existing neighborhood or community would be 
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physically disrupted, divided, or isolated. Similar to the Original Project, impacts under the 
Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

 b) Cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, 
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effect? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, the Original Project 
would advance key policy initiatives set forth in regional, Citywide, and Community Plans. With 
respect to regional plans, the Original Project would be consistent with SCAG's Blueprint 
Compass Growth Vision and 2008 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) goals, which include goals 
intended to promote infill development, protect the environment, reduce energy consumption, 
create a transportation-friendly development, and support the retention and expansion of the 
employment base.  

Regarding local plans, as discussed in detail in the Certified EIR, as a mixed-use 
development near public transit and opportunities for walking and biking, the Original Project 
would facilitate a reduction of vehicle trips, vehicle miles traveled, and air pollution while 
supporting the City's objectives to encourage mixed-use development along primary transit 
corridors/boulevards. The Original Project would include new student housing, market-rate 
housing, and affordable housing that would support the City's objectives and policies to facilitate 
new construction of a range of different housing types, provide housing for households of all 
income levels, and promote sustainable, mixed-use developments. Furthermore, the Original 
Project would improve the pedestrian experience by including landscaping and street 
improvements and ground -floor commercial and retail amenities in addition to new offices and 
hotel uses to enliven the pedestrian experience.  

As indicated in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would be inconsistent with some of 
the policies and objectives within the Land Use Chapter of the Framework Element, Conservation 
Element, Southeast Los Angeles Community Plan, and the Redevelopment Plan which supports 
the preservation of historic districts and historic resources. However, as determined in the 
Certified EIR, the Original Project would be fully consistent with multiple other objectives and 
policies and would therefore be substantially consistent with these plans. Parking, open space, 
and signage for the Original Project would be provided in accordance with LAMC requirements.  

Therefore, the Original Project was determined in the Certified EIR to be consistent with 
the majority of relevant goals, objectives, policies, and guidelines of the applicable regional and 
local plans. As such, the Certified EIR concluded that the Original Project would result in less-
than-significant land use impacts with regard to regulatory consistency. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would be a mixed-use development 
located on a mixed-use corridor, surrounded by transit opportunities, compatible land uses and 
vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. The Modified Project would also include more 
affordable housing and student housing than the Original Project, furthering the City's objectives 
and policies to facilitate new construction of a range of different housing types and income levels. 
While some of the regional and local plans have been updated since the Certification of the EIR, 
including the adoption of an update to the South and Southeast Los Angeles Community Plans, 
as discussed below, the Modified Project would be consistent with the goals, policies and 
objective within these updated plans.  
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Regarding the SCAG's Blueprint Compass Growth Vision and 2008 RTP, the 2020-2045 
RTP/SCS is the current guidance document and emphasizes sustainability and integrated 
planning and identifies mobility, accessibility, sustainability, and high quality of life as the 
principles most critical to the future of the region. In particular, the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS 
encourages an overall land use pattern of focusing new housing and employment within HQTAs. 
HQTAs are generally described as walkable transit villages or corridors within 0.5 mile of a well-
serviced transit stop or a transit corridor with 15-minute or less service frequency during peak 
commute hours. The Project Site under the Modified Project is designated as being within an 
HQTA and is thus targeted for higher density development such as that proposed under the 
Modified Project. The Modified Project would further support the goals and principles set forth in 
the 2020-2045 RTP/SCS through the construction of housing and employment-generating uses 
within an urban infill site that is well served by transit. 

The 2021-2029 Housing Element was adopted on November 24, 2021. The City’s 2021-
2029 Housing Element must accommodate a 6th cycle RHNA allocation of 456,643 new housing 
units of which 184,721 units (40 percent) are designated for very low and low-income households, 
75,091 units are for moderate income households (17 percent), and 196,831 units (43 percent) 
would be for above moderate-income households. These figures are more than five times higher 
than the prior 5th RHNA cycle allocation evaluated under the Original Project. The Modified 
Project would provide additional multi-family student housing (348 units) and affordable dwelling 
units (87 units) in lieu of market rate dwelling units proposed under the Original Project. Thus, the 
Modified Project would further support the Housing Element goals in meeting the City’s affordable 
housing RHNA allocations than the Original Project. Furthermore, similar to the Original Project, 
the Modified Project would provide new units close to multiple transit options that serve the greater 
Los Angeles region. Therefore, the Modified Project would be substantially consistent with the 
Los Angeles General Plan Housing Element. 

The updated South and Southeast Los Angeles Community Plans, effective December 
29, 2018, included changes to the Community Plan policies, footnotes, land use designations, 
and zoning. As part of the December 2018 update, the boundary between the South Los Angeles 
and Southeast Los Angeles Community Plans was shifted to the east from Figueroa Street to the 
I-110 Freeway. The Modified Project Site is located within the updated South Los Angeles 
Community Plan and is designated for Community Commercial land uses corresponding to the 
C2, C4, RAS3, R3, RAS4, and R4 Zones. The Project Site is zoned (T)(Q)C2-2D. The South Los 
Angeles Community Plan includes goals and policies to support mixed-use development near 
transit, facilitate pedestrian activity, and encourage a mixture of land uses that support the 
creation of new jobs and housing. The Modified Project would develop the Project Site in the 
same boundary as the Original Project with a similarly scaled mixed-use building comprised of 
student housing, affordable residential units, and ground floor commercial uses. These uses are 
consistent with the uses, density, and development type envisioned by the South Los Angeles 
Community Plan, and by the previous Southeast Los Angeles Community Plan. 

As compared to the Original Project, changes in design under the Modified Project include 
an expanded public plaza along Figueroa Street, modifications to the layout of the on-site 
buildings, elimination of the hotel and office components, and provision of additional student 
housing and affordable dwelling units and expanded common open space. Therefore, the 
Modified Project is facilitated through a request for modifications of the “Q” Conditions adopted 
for the Original Project.  
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Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would be inconsistent with the some 
of the goals and polices of land use plans that aim to preserve historic structures and districts. 
However, compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would preserve a total of five of 
the existing multi-family structures on the Project Site identified as contributors to the Flower Drive 
Historic District, two of which would be preserved in place and three of which would be relocated, 
including one relocation to occur within the Project Site and two more proposed for a property 
adjacent to the Project Site to the South, resulting in three relocated buildings continuing to be 
located on South Flower Street. The preservation of two contributing structures in their current 
location is in addition to Applicant's existing obligation to relocate three other contributing multi-
family structures, which is proposed by the Modified Project to be achieved through the relocation 
of one contributor onsite and two contributors on a neighboring site. As such, impacts to historic 
resources would be reduced under the Modified Project.  

Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would be consistent with the 
relevant goals, objectives, policies, and guidelines of the applicable regional and local plans. 
Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would result in less-than-significant 
land use impacts with regard to land use regulatory consistency. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

As set forth above, there have been changes to the various land use plans that guide 
development of the Project Site. The Modified Project would be generally consistent with the 
existing land use plans and policies adopted for the purpose of mitigating an environmental 
impact. No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to land use and planning. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to land use and planning. No substantial changes in the environment related to land use and 
planning, beyond the construction of anticipated development, have occurred since the 
publication of the Certified EIR, and no new conditions related to land use have been identified 
within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new or more severe significant 
environmental impacts. Finally, as determined above, since the Modified Project would not result 
in any new or substantially more severe land use impacts, a review of feasible mitigation 
measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  
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7.1.12 Mineral Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

MINERAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Result in the loss of availability of a 
known mineral resource that would 
be of value to the region and the 
residents of the state? 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 

No No No No 

b) Result in the loss of availability of a 
locally-important mineral resource 
recovery site delineated on a local 
general plan, specific plan or other 
land use plan? 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Impacts to mineral resources were evaluated in the Initial Study for the Original Project, 
which is included as Appendix A to the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. The Initial 
Study determined that the Original Project would not result in the loss of mineral resources or 
mineral resource recovery sites. 

 a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value 
to the region and the residents of the state? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As indicated in the Certified EIR, no mineral extraction 
operations currently occur on the Project Site. The Project Site is located within an urbanized area 
and has been previously disturbed by development. As such, the potential for mineral resources 
to occur on the Project Site is low. The Project Site is located within a City-designated Mineral 
Resource Zone 2 Area (MRZ-2),4 which identifies “areas where adequate information indicates 
that significant mineral deposits are present, or where it is judged that a high likelihood exists for 
their presence.”5 In downtown Los Angeles in the vicinity of the Project Site, this MRZ-2 zone 
correlates to the presence of sand and gravel aggregate along the current and ancestral course 
of the Los Angeles River.6 However, no sand or gravel extraction currently occurs at the Project 
Site, or could feasibly occur in the future. Moreover, the Project Site is not within a mineral 
producing area as classified by the California Geologic Survey. 7  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project 

 
4   City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Los Angeles Citywide General Plan Framework, Draft Environmental Impact Report, 

January 19, 1995. Figure GS‐1. 
5   Ibid., page 2.17‐4. 
6  Ibid. 
7   State of California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, Aggregate Sustainability in California, 2018, 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Documents/Publications/Map‐Sheets/MS_052_California_Aggregates_Report_201807.pdf, accessed 
September 27, 2022. 
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would not result in the loss of availability of a mineral resource or a mineral resource recovery 
site. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery 
site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As noted above, although the Project Site is located within 
a City-designated Mineral Resource Zone 2 Area (MRZ-2), the Project Site is not within a mineral 
producing area as classified by the California Geologic Survey.89 Furthermore, no mineral 
extraction operations currently occur on the Project Site. As such, the potential for mineral 
resources to occur on-site is low.  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project Site, and therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified 
Project would not result in the loss of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site. 
Consistent with the Certified EIR, the impacts of the Modified Project would be less-than-
significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to mineral resources. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to mineral resources. No substantial changes in the environment have occurred since certification 
of the Certified EIR, and no new mineral resources have been identified within the vicinity of the 
Modified Project that would results in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. 
Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any impacts to mineral resources, a review of 
new or additional feasible mitigation is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  

  

 
8   City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Los Angeles Citywide General Plan Framework, Draft Environmental Impact Report, January 

19, 1995, Figure GS‐1. 
9   State of California Department of Conservation, California Geologic Survey, Aggregate Sustainability in California, 2018, 

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Documents/Publications/Map‐Sheets/MS_052_California_Aggregates_Report_201807.pdf, accessed 
September 27, 2022. 
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7.1.13 Noise 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination in 
the Certified EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

NOISE. Would the project result in: 

a) Generation of a substantial 
temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of 
the project in excess of standards 
established in the local general plan 
or noise ordinance, or applicable 
standards of other agencies? 

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

b) Generation of excessive 
groundborne vibration or 
groundborne noise levels? 

Less-than-
Significant 

No No No No 

c) For a project located within the 
vicinity of a private airstrip or an 
airport land use plan or, where such 
a plan has not been adopted, within 
two miles of a public airport or public 
use airport, would the project 
expose people residing or working in 
the project area to excessive noise 
levels? 

No Impact No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Original Project's impacts with regard to noise were addressed in Section IV.H, Noise 
and in the Initial Study included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified 
EIR. 

 a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise 
levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

Construction  

Significant and Unavoidable. As analyzed in the Certified EIR, the thresholds of 
significance adopted by the City for the analysis of construction noise generated by the Original 
Project is based on increase in the ambient Leq noise level of 5 dBA at a noise-sensitive use. As 
presented in Certified EIR, the Original Project’s construction activities would generate the highest 
noise during the excavation phase, as it is anticipated to have the greater number of pieces of 
construction equipment in the construction area compared to other construction stages. As 
indicated in the Certified EIR, the maximum estimated noise levels associated with construction 
of the Original Project would be below the significance threshold at the identified off-site sensitive 
receptor locations, which consist of residential buildings to the east, a school to the northwest, a 
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residential building to the southwest, and an African American museum to the northwest (referred 
to as R3, R5, R7, R8 and R9 in the Certified EIR).  

Construction noise levels would exceed the significance threshold by 9.5 dBA at receptor 
R4 (residential building adjacent to the north) and 1.5 dBA at receptor R6 (Exposition Park). 
Therefore, under the most conservative impact assessment, temporary noise impacts associated 
with the Original Project’s on-site construction would be significant at receptor locations R4 and 
R6. Under the Original Project, Mitigation Measures H-1, which would require the construction of 
a temporary and impermeable sound barrier, would be implemented to reduce on-site 
construction noise impacts. As determined in the Certified EIR, implementation of Mitigation 
Measure H-1, would reduce the Project’s on-site construction noise impacts to less-than-
significant levels. Regarding off-site construction noise, the Certified EIR concluded that 
temporary noise impacts from offsite construction traffic would be below the 5 dBA significance 
threshold and noise impacts would be less-than-significant. 

Regarding cumulative impacts, the Certified EIR determined that cumulative on-site 
construction noise impacts would be significant and unavoidable when combined with nearby 
related projects. However, cumulative noise impacts from off-site construction activities would be 
less-than-significant. 

Regarding the Modified Project, it should be noted that the Modified Project would exclude 
the three northeastern residential buildings, resulting in a smaller construction site, which would 
generate less construction related noise. As discussed in the 3900 Fig Project – Noise EIR 
Addendum Analysis, October 2022, prepared by Kimley-Horn, (Appendix D), the Modified Project 
would also implement Mitigation Measure H-1, which would reduce the Project’s on-site 
construction noise impacts to less-than-significant levels similar to the Original Project. Regarding 
off-site construction noise, similar to the Certified EIR, temporary noise impacts from offsite 
construction traffic under the Modified Project would be below the 5 dBA significance threshold 
and noise impacts would be less-than-significant. 

Regarding cumulative impacts, similar to the Original Project, under the Modified Project, 
cumulative on-site construction noise impacts would be significant and unavoidable when 
combined with nearby related projects. However, cumulative noise impacts from off-site 
construction activities would be less-than-significant. 

Operation  

Significant and Unavoidable. As analyzed in the Certified EIR, operation noise impacts 
could occur from a) on-site stationary noise sources such as outdoor mechanical equipment (e.g., 
HVAC equipment), activities within the proposed outdoor spaces (e.g.,), parking facilities, and 
trash collection areas; and (b) off-site mobile (roadway traffic) noise sources. 

As analyzed in the Certified EIR, new mechanical equipment implemented as part of the 
Original Project would be designed so as not to increase the existing ambient noise levels by 5 
dBA in accordance with the City's Noise Regulations. Regarding outdoor spaces, the Original 
Project would provide various outdoor spaces, including outdoor plaza and dining areas, 
courtyards, and rooftop amenity areas. As part of the Project and as set forth in PDF H-4, am 
amplified sound system used in outdoor areas would be designed so as not to exceed the 
maximum noise levels of 80 to 95 dBA Leq as indicated in the Certified EIR, thereby ensuring that 
the amplified sound system would not exceed the significance threshold (i.e., an increase of 5 
dBA Leq) at any off-site noise-sensitive receptor location. As analyzed in the Certified EIR, noise 
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impacts on site uses including mechanical equipment, outdoor areas, and loading dock and trash 
compactor operations and parking facilities, were determined to be less-than-significant. In 
addition, as determined in the Certified EIR, traffic noise impacts related to the Original Project 
would be less-than-significant. 

The Certified EIR determined that on-site operational noise levels combined with 
cumulative related projects would result in significant and unavoidable impacts at the nearby 
noise-sensitive uses. However, cumulative noise impacts due to off-site mobile noise sources 
associated with the Original Project, future growth, and related projects would be less-than-
significant. 

The Modified Project would include similar on-site noise generation uses such as 
mechanical equipment, outdoor areas, parking facilities and loading areas. Similar to the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would incorporate PDF H-4, thereby ensuring that the amplified 
sound system would not exceed the significance threshold (i.e., an increase of 5 dBA Leq) at any 
off-site noise-sensitive receptor location. With incorporation of PDF H-4, noise impacts associated 
with the Modified Project for on-site uses would be similar to the Original Project and would be 
less-than-significant.  

Regarding traffic noise impacts, the development of Modified Project would result in fewer 
vehicle trips than the Original Project, as with an associated reduction motor vehicle noise would 
occur. As such noise impacts generated by the Modified would be reduced under the Modified 
Project and as determined in the Certified EIR, would be less-than-significant. Similar to the 
Original Project, on-site operational noise levels combined with cumulative related projects would 
result in significant and unavoidable impacts at the nearby noise-sensitive uses.  

 b) Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

Construction  

Less-than-Significant Impact.     As discussed in the Certified EIR, the estimated 
vibration levels from Project construction equipment would be below the building damage 
significance threshold of 0.12 PPV for the off-site building structures to the north. However, the 
vibration levels from construction equipment would exceed the 0.2 PPV for the off-site building 
adjacent to the Project Site to the south and vibration impacts (pursuant to the threshold of 
significance for building damage) during construction of the Original Project would be significant 
without mitigation. Implementation of Mitigation Measure H-2 would reduce the Original Project’s 
on-site construction vibration impacts at the off-site commercial building adjacent to the Project 
Site to the south to less-than-significant levels. The Certified EIR also determined that cumulative 
construction vibration would be less-than-significant.  

Less construction would occur under the Modified Project compared to the Original 
Project. Furthermore, the Modified Project would also incorporate Mitigation Measure H-2 to 
would reduce the Modified Project’s potential on-site construction vibration impacts at the off-site 
commercial building adjacent to the Project Site to the south to less-than-significant levels. As 
such, the vibration related impacts under the Modified Project would be less than the Original 
Project and would also be less-than-significant.  
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Operation  

As discussed in the Certified EIR, the primary source of vibration related to operations would 
include vehicle circulation within the parking garage and off-site vehicular trips. However, as 
discussed in the Certified EIR, vehicular-induced vibration is unlikely to be perceptible by people 
and the Certified EIR determined that operational vibration would be less than significant. As with 
the Original Project, the Modified Project does not include land uses that would generate high 
levels of vibration. In addition, ground-borne vibration attenuates rapidly as a function of distance 
from the vibration source. Therefore, operation of the Modified Project would not increase the 
existing vibration levels in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site, and, as such, vibration 
impacts associated with operation of the Modified Project would be the same as the Original 
Project and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use 
plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport 
or public use airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project 
area to excessive noise levels? 

No Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the Project Site is not located within two 
miles of an airport or within an area subject to an airport land use plan. The closest airport to the 
Project Site, the Los Angeles International Airport, is located approximately 10.3 miles southwest 
of the Project Site. Therefore, as determined in the Certified EIR, no impacts would occur and no 
mitigation measures would be required.  

The Modified Project is within the same boundaries as the Original Project and is not 
located within two miles of an airport or within an area subject to an airport land use plan. 
Therefore, similar to the Original Project, no impact would occur under the Modified Project.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that would require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to noise. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to noise. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since certification of the 
Certified EIR, and no new noise conditions have been identified within the vicinity of the Modified 
Project that would results in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the 
Modified Project would not result in any noise impacts, a review of new or additional feasible 
mitigation is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

The following MMs and PDFs to address noise shall be implemented as part of the 
Modified Project. Modifications have been made in strike-through, to delete text where applicable, 
to tailor the PDF or MM to the Modified Project. No Additional PDFs and/or MMs are required, as 
no new significant noise impacts would result from implementation of the Modified Project. 

Project Design Features  
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Project Design Features H-1: Power construction equipment (including combustion engines), 
fixed or mobile, shall be equipped with state-of-the-art noise 
shielding and muffling devices (consistent with manufacturers' 
standards). All equipment shall be properly maintained to assure 
that no additional noise, due to worn or improperly maintained parts, 
would be generated. 

Project Design Features H-2: Project construction shall not include the use of driven (impact) 
pile systems. 

Project Design Features H-3: All outdoor mounted mechanical equipment shall be enclosed or 
screened from off-site noise-sensitive receptors. 

Project Design Features H-4: Outdoor amplified sound systems shall be designed so as not to 
exceed the maximum noise level of 80 dBA (Leq-1hr) at a distance 
of 25 feet from the amplified sound systems (i.e., speaker face) at 
the ground level outdoor dining/plaza, 85 dBA (Leq-1hr) at the Hotel 
Level 2 courtyards, Student Housing and Mixed Housing Level 2 
courtyards and roof level amenities deck, and 95 dBA (Leq-1hr) at 
the Hotel roof amenities deck. 

Note: PDF H-4 has been updated to apply to the Modified Project. 
Mitigation Measures  

MM H-1: A temporary and impermeable sound barrier shall be erected as follows: 

• Along the Project Site's northern property line. The temporary sound barrier shall 
be designed to provide a 10-dBA (for the residential use on 39th Street) noise 
reduction at the ground level of the adjacent noise-sensitive receptors. 

• Along the Project Site's western property line. The temporary sound barrier shall 
be designed to provide a 5-dBA noise reduction at Christmas Tree Lane within 
Exposition Park. 

MM H-2: The Project Applicant shall retain the services of a qualified vibration consultant to 
monitor ground-borne vibration at the adjacent building to the south of the Project Site 
during site excavation when the use of heavy construction equipment, such as a large 
bulldozer, drill rig, or loaded truck occurs within 15 feet of the building. The vibration 
monitoring system shall be able to: 

• Measure and continuously store the peak particle velocity (PPV) in inch/second. 
Vibration data shall be stored on a one-second interval. 

• Provide real-time alert (via text message and/or email to on-site personnel) when 
the vibration levels exceed 0.2 inch/second (PPV). 

The measured vibration data shall be documented within a report that shall include: a 
description of the measurement location, the measurement time, and the recorded 
values (maximum, minimum and mean levels on an hourly basis).  

If the measured ground-borne vibration levels exceed 0.2 inch/second (PPV) at the 
adjacent offsite structure to the south, the Project contractor shall immediately employ 
alternative construction methods, so that the ground-borne vibration levels do not 
exceed 0.2 inch/ second (PPV).  
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Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 

 
  



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 67 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

7.1.14 Population and Housing 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

POPULATION AND HOUSING. Would the project: 

a) Induce substantial unplanned 
population growth in an area, either 
directly (for example, by proposing 
new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

b) Displace substantial numbers of 
existing people or housing, 
necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The population and housing impacts associated with the Approved Project were evaluated 
in the Initial Study included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. 

 a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through 
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

Less-Than-Significant Impact. As discussed in the Initial Study, the Original Project 
would increase the residential population of the City of Los Angeles. The development of the 
Original Project’s 186 mixed-income units would result in an increase of approximately 454 
residents based on an average of 2.44 persons per households (2016). The Original Project would 
result in the removal of 32 residential units from the Project Site, resulting in the displacement of 
approximately 78 residents. Therefore, the Original Project was estimated to generate 375 net 
new residents. The estimated 375 net new residents generated by the Project would represent 
less than one percent of the population growth forecasted by SCAG in the City of Los Angeles. 
Therefore, Original Project’s projected new residents would be well within SCAG's population 
projection for the City. 

The 222 student housing units proposed under the Original Project were not expected to 
directly increase the population of the City subregion as the student housing units are proposed 
to accommodate existing housing demand and the demand for student housing is correlated with 
enrollment at nearby educational institutions and the Original Project would not create an increase 
in the enrollment.  

With regard to employment, the Original Project's mixture of hotel commercial, office and 
residential and student housing uses and amenities was estimated to generate approximately 
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858 employees.10 This amount would not cause an exceedance of SCAG's employment 
projections nor would it induce substantial indirect population or housing growth related to Project 
generated employment opportunities. As such, the Certified EIR concluded that growth 
inducement impacts associated with the Original Project would be less-than-significant. 

For the Modified Project, the average persons per household for affordable housing in the 
City of Los Angeles is 3.14 persons (City of Los Angeles VMT Calculator Documentation).11 The 
Modified Project would provide 87 affordable housing units. Therefore, the Modified Project would 
result in an increase of approximately 273 residents based on an average of 3.14 persons per 
households; a reduction in new residents compared to the Original Project. The estimated 
population growth projections in 2024 for the City of Los Angeles (project buildout year), based 
on the SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS,12 projections is 4,193,714 persons and 1,499,207 housing 
units. Thus, the Project's 273 estimated residents and 87 units would constitute a nominal amount 
of the population and housing growth forecasted for the region. 

Similar to the Original Project, the 348 student housing units proposed under the Modified 
Project are not expected to directly increase the population of the City as the student housing 
units are proposed to accommodate existing housing demand. Furthermore, the demand for 
student housing is correlated with enrollment at nearby educational institutions and the Modified 
Project would not provide for an increase in such enrollment. 

With regard to employment, the Original Project's mixture of land uses including hotel, 
retail restaurant would generate approximately 858 employees.13 The Modified Project would 
remove the hotel and office use and substantially reduce the amount of commercial uses. Based 
on the Modified Project’s 23,670 sf of commercial uses, the Modified Project is estimated to 
generate 159 employees; a much lower amount than the Original Project.14 The estimated 
employment growth projections in 2024 for the City of Los Angeles (project buildout year), based 
on the SCAG 2020-2045 RTP/SCS,15 projections is 1,937,555 jobs. Thus, the Project's 159 
estimated employees would constitute a nominal amount of the employment growth forecasted 
for the region. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not cause an exceedance 
of SCAG's employment projections, nor would it induce substantial indirect population or housing 
growth related to Project generated employment opportunities. 

Furthermore, as with the Original Project, the Modified Project would be located in a highly 
developed area with an established network of roads and other urban infrastructure such that it 
would not require the extension of such infrastructure in a manner that would indirectly induce 
substantial population growth. Thus, as with the Original Project, unplanned growth inducement 
impacts associated with the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. The Modified Project 
would not create any new unplanned population growth inducement impacts, nor would the 
Modified Project increase the severity of any previously identified impacts.  

 b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

 
10  Los Angeles Unified School District, 2012 Developer Fee Justification Study, February 9, 2012, 
11  https://ladot.lacity.org/sites/default/files/documents/vmt_calculator_documentation‐2020.05.18.pdf 
12  https://www.connectsocal.org/Documents/Draft/dConnectSoCal_Demographics‐And‐Growth‐Forecast.pdf Accessed September 28, 2022  
13  Based on Los Angeles Unified School District, 2012 Developer Fee Justification Study, employee generation rates promulgated by the Los 

Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD). 
14  City of Los Angeles VMT Calculator Documentation, May 2020. To provide the most conservative analysis, an employment rate for Fast Foot 

Restaurant was used for commercial uses.  
15  https://www.connectsocal.org/Documents/Draft/dConnectSoCal_Demographics‐And‐Growth‐Forecast.pdf Accessed September 28, 2022  



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 69 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

Less-Than-Significant Impact. The Original Project would result in the replacement of 
32 residential units with 186 mixed-income units. The existing 32 units are subject to the 
provisions of the City's Rent Stabilization Ordinance (LAMC Chapter XV, Article 1), including the 
City's Ellis Act provisions (LAMC Sections 151.22 through 151.28). The Project would designate 
82 of the Project's new mixed-income residential units for households earning no more than 80 
percent of the Area Median Income as determined by the City's Housing and Community 
Investment Department (HCID). These 82 affordable units provided would exceed the 32 units 
displaced by the Project, and pursuant to LAMC Section 151.28.B, the Applicant would request 
from HCID an exemption from the Rent Stabilization Ordinance's provisions for the new market-
rate units to be constructed on the Project Site. The 82 affordable units would provide 
replacement housing for approximately 200 residents, which exceeds the number of existing 
residents that would be displaced by the Original Project. Therefore, the Project would not 
displace substantial numbers of people necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere and impacts were determined to be less-than-significant as evaluated in the Certified 
EIR. 

Under the Modified Project, two multi-family structures located on the Project Site at the 
corner of W. 39th Street and S. Flower Drive that were planned for relocation would be 
rehabilitated and restored on the Project Site. One additional Flower Drive Historic District 
contributor would be restored and moved onsite to the northeast corner of the Site adjacent to the 
two contributors being restored in place, and two more district contributors would be relocated 
elsewhere, currently planned for an adjacent site located on Flower Drive to the south of the 
Project Site. The remaining three buildings would be demolished. As such, under the Modified 
Project, a greater number of existing housing units would be preserved. In addition, a greater 
number of affordable housing units would be developed under the Modified Project (87 units) 
compared to the Original Project (82 units). Therefore, the Modified Project would not create any 
new significant impacts related to population and housing displacement, nor would it result in a 
substantial increase in a previously identified significant impact, and, like the Original Project, 
impacts would be less-than-significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to population and housing impacts. While some of the land uses have changed and more housing 
units and less commercial uses are proposed under the Modified Project, these changes would 
not result in any new or substantially more severe population or housing impacts, a review of new 
or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to population and housing. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since 
certification of the Certified EIR that would result in new or more severe significant environmental 
impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially more severe 
impacts, a review of feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None 

Conclusion 
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Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.15 Public Services 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

PUBLIC SERVICES. Would the project: 

a) Result in substantial adverse 
physical impacts associated with the 
provision of new or physically 
altered governmental facilities, need 
for new or physically altered 
governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service 
ratios, response times or other 
performance objectives for any of 
the public services: 

     

i) Fire protection? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

ii) Police protection? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

iii) Schools? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

iv) Parks? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

v) Other public facilities? Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

Impact Analysis  in the Certified EIR 

The Original Project's impacts to public services, were evaluated in Sections IV.I.1, Public 
Services-Police Protection, IV.I.2, Public Services-Fire Protection, IV.I.3, Public Services-
Schools, IV.I.4 Public Services-Libraries, and IV.I.5 Public Services-Park and Recreation.  

 a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with 
the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, 
response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services: 

i) Fire protection? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Construction of the Original Project could potentially 
impact the provision of Los Angeles Fire Department (LAFD) services in the vicinity of the Project 
Site due to construction impacts to the surrounding roadways. Although construction activities 
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would be short-term and temporary, construction activities could temporarily impact access for 
emergency vehicles along S. Figueroa Boulevard and other main connectors surrounding the 
Project Site. As discussed in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would prepare and submit a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (PDF J-1 in Section IV.J, Traffic and Access) to the City 
of Los Angeles Department of Transportation (LADOT) to ensure that adequate and safe access 
remains available within and near the Project Site during construction activities. Appropriate 
construction traffic control measures (e.g., detour signage, delineators, etc.) would also be 
implemented, as necessary, to ensure emergency access to the Project Site and traffic flow is 
maintained on adjacent right-of-ways. Based on the above, the Certified EIR concluded that the 
Original Project's construction-related fire protection impacts would be less-than-significant. 

During operation, the Original Project’s new development of commercial, hotel, office, and 
residential uses could increase the demand for LAFD services compared to existing conditions. 
Traffic generated by the Original Project would result in an increase in traffic. However, the drivers 
of emergency vehicles normally have a variety of options for avoiding traffic, such as using sirens 
to clear a path of travel or driving in the lanes of opposing traffic. Therefore, the increase in traffic 
generated by the Original Project was concluded to not significantly impact emergency vehicle 
response to the Project Site and surrounding area.  

As determined in the Certified EIR, compliance with applicable regulatory requirements, 
including LAFD's fire/life safety plan review, fire flow requirements, and LAFD's fire/life safety 
inspection for new construction projects, and continued evaluation of existing fire facilities, 
impacts to fire protection services due to the Original Project would be less-than-significant. 

As with the Original Project, construction activities associated with the Modified Project 
could temporarily impact access for emergency vehicles along S. Figueroa Boulevard and other 
main connectors surrounding the Project Site. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project 
would prepare and submit a Construction Traffic Management Plan (PDF J-1) to LADOT for 
approval to ensure that adequate and safe access remains available within and near the Project 
Site during construction activities and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

With a reduced amount of overall development, the Modified Project would generate less 
demand for LAFD services than the Approved Project during both construction and operation. 
The Modified Project would also generate less traffic than the Original Project and thus, have less 
of a potential to impede LAFD emergency response to the Project Site. Similar to the Original 
Project, under the Modified Project, compliance with applicable regulatory requirements, 
implementation of PDF J-1 and LAFD's continued evaluation of existing fire facilities would result 
in less-than-significant construction and operational impacts.  

ii) Police protection? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As concluded in the Certified EIR, temporary construction 
of the Original Project could be a source of nuisances and hazards and could potentially invite 
theft and vandalism. Therefore, the Original Project would implement PDF I.1-1, which would 
require temporary security measures including security fencing, lighting, and locked entry to 
secure the Project Site during construction. In addition, a Construction Management Plan would 
be implemented during Project construction, pursuant to PDF J-1 in Section IV.J, Traffic and 
Access, to ensure that adequate and safe access is available within and near the Project Site 
during construction activities.  
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Based on these requirements, the Certified EIR determined that impacts from construction 
activities associated with the Original Project would be less-than-significant.  

During operation of the Original Project, increased development could potentially generate 
additional crime and as a result, a need for Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) services. 
However, the Original Project would incorporate PDFs I.1-2 through I.1-7, which would include 
numerous operational design features to enhance safety within and immediately surrounding the 
Project Site. In addition to the implementation of these PDFs, the Original Project would generate 
revenues to the City's Municipal Fund (in the form of property taxes, sales revenue, etc.) that 
could be applied toward the provision of new police facilities and related staffing in the community, 
as deemed appropriate.  

Operation of the Original Project would generate additional traffic in the Project vicinity. 
Project-related traffic would have the potential to impact access and emergency vehicle response 
to the Project Site and surrounding properties due to travel time delays caused by the additional 
traffic. However, drivers of police emergency vehicles normally have a variety of options for 
avoiding traffic, such as using sirens and flashing lights to clear a path of travel or driving in the 
lanes of opposing traffic. Accordingly, the Certified EIR determined that impacts with regard to 
police protection services resulting from operation of the Original Project would be less than 
significant 

As with the Original Project, construction of the Modified Project could temporarily be a 
source of theft and vandalism and could generate construction related traffic and temporarily 
impede access. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would include would 
implement PDF I.1-1, which would require temporary security measures including security 
fencing, lighting, and locked entry to secure the Project Site during construction. In addition, a 
Construction Management Plan would be implemented during Project construction, pursuant to 
PDF J-1 in Section IV.J, Traffic and Access, to ensure that adequate and safe access is available 
within and near the Project Site during construction activities. Therefore, as with the Original 
Project, the Modified Project would have less-than-significant construction impacts. 

During operation of the Modified Project, increased development could potentially 
generate additional crime and as a result, a need for LAPD services. However, the Modified 
Project would also generate less overall development less traffic and thus, have less of an impact 
on emergency response times during operation when compared to the Original Project. 
Nevertheless, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would incorporate PDFs I.1-2 
through I.1-7, which would include numerous operational design features to enhance safety within 
and immediately surrounding the Project Site.  

Therefore, as with the Original Project, impacts with regard to police protection services 
would be less- than-significant under the Modified Project. The Modified Project would not create 
any new police protection impacts during operation nor increase the severity of previously 
identified impacts.  

iii) Schools? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Construction of the Original Project would generate part-
time and full-time jobs associated with construction of the Project. However, the Certified EIR 
determined that construction workers are not likely to relocate their households because of the 
construction job opportunities presented by the Original Project. Therefore, impacts on school 
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facilities during the Original Project’s construction were determined in the Certified EIR to be less-
than-significant. 

The Original Project would directly generate students through the construction of 186 new 
mixed-income dwelling units and 298 new hotel rooms. In addition, the Original Project's 
commercial uses could generate students as employees of the commercial uses may relocate to 
the Project Site vicinity. The Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would generate 
approximately 266 new students consisting of 152 elementary school students, 38 middle school 
students, and 76 high school students.16  

The Certified EIR determined that Menlo Avenue Elementary and Manual Arts High 
School would not have adequate existing capacity to serve the Project under existing condition 
with Barack Obama Global Preparation Academy would have adequate capacity to accommodate 
the new students. However, Pursuant to Senate Bill 50, the Project Applicant would be required 
to pay development fees for schools to the LAUSD prior to the issuance of the Project's building 
permit. Pursuant to Government Code Section 65995, the payment of these fees is considered 
full and complete mitigation of Project-related school impacts. Accordingly, with adherence to 
existing regulations, impacts on schools related to the Original Project were determined in the 
Certified EIR to be less-than-significant and mitigation measures would not be required. 

The Modified Project would generate substantially fewer students than the Original 
Project. The amount of commercial development associated with Modified Project would be 
reduced substantially (-52,412 sf) when compared to the Approved Project, which would result in 
a reduction of employees generated by the Modified Project. In addition, the Modified Project 
would eliminate the market rate dwelling units (-186 units), while increasing the amount of 
affordable units to 87 units (+5). As such, the overall amount of residential development that would 
generate student demand would be reduced. While the Modified Project would provide new 
student housing (+126 units) compared to the Original Project, these uses do not typically 
generate K-12 student demand per the analysis of the Original Project.  

As with the Original Project, payment of applicable school impact fees by the Modified 
Project would represent mitigation for potential impacts to schools. Therefore, as with the Original 
Project, impacts to schools under the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

iv) Parks? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR determined that construction of the 
Original Project, would result in less-than-significant impacts related to construction, as the use 
of public parks and recreational facilities by construction workers would be expected to be limited. 

Operation of the Original Project would result in a population of an estimated 375 net new 
residents that would generate additional demand for parks and recreational facilities in the Project 
vicinity. The Original Project would provide a total of 44,930 sf of outdoor open space and 
recreational amenities for use by the residents of the Student Housing and Mixed-Income Housing 
Components. In addition, the hotel would provide various recreational amenities and open space 
areas for use by hotel guests. 

The Certified EIR concluded that due to the amount, variety, and availability of the 
proposed open space and recreational amenities, the Original Project residents and employees 
would generally utilize on-site open space to meet their recreational needs and the Original 

 
16  Based on student generation factors provided in the LAUSD Developer Fee Justification Study, February 9, 2012. 
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Project would not be expected to cause or accelerate substantial physical deterioration of off-site 
public parks or recreational facilities given the provision of on-site open space and recreational 
amenities. Furthermore, the Original Project would pay in-lieu parkland fees in accordance with 
Sections 17.12 and 12.33 of the LAMC. Therefore, the Certified EIR concluded that impacts to 
public parks and recreational facilities would be less-than-significant. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project is expected to would result in less-
than-significant impacts related to construction, as the use of public parks and recreational 
facilities by construction workers would similarly be expected to be limited. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project’s associated residents and employees 
would not result in a substantial demand for public parks facilities. The Modified Project like the 
Original Project would pay in-lieu parkland fees in accordance with Sections 17.12 and 12.33 of 
the LAMC.  

Moreover, impacts on parks associated with the Modified Project would be less than the 
Original Project because the amount of development is reduced, which would generate fewer new 
employees and residents than the Approved Project. In addition, the Modified Project would 
provide expanded open space opportunities and amenities for residents, compared to the Original 
Project. The Modified Project would provide 63,490 sf of open space and amenities. In contrast, 
the Original Project proposed 44,930 sf of open space and amenities. Therefore, as with the 
Original Project, impacts to parks under the Modified Project would be less than the Original 
Project and would be less-than-significant. 

 v) Other public facilities? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR determined that temporary increase of 
construction workers related to the Original Project would not result in a notable increase in an 
overall corresponding demand for library services in the vicinity of the Project Site. Therefore, the 
construction of the Original Project would result in less-than-significant impacts to library services. 

Operation of the Project would generate a net new residential population of 375 residents. 
Thus, the Project's population would increase the demand for library services compared to 
existing conditions. However, the Certified EIR determined that operation of the Project would not 
create any new exceedance of the capacity of local libraries to adequately serve the existing 
residential population based on target service populations or as defined by the Los Angeles Public 
Library (LAPL). In addition, the Project Applicant would pay a per capita fee as stated in PDF I.4-
1. Therefore, the Original Project would not generate demand for library facilities or services that 
would require new or physically altered library facilities to maintain acceptable service ratios. 
Therefore, impacts to library services and facilities would be less-than-significant under the 
Original Project.  

Like the Original Project, the population generated by the Modified Project would not result 
in a substantial indirect demand for libraries services from the LAPL. In addition, impacts on 
libraries associated with the Modified Project would be less than the less-than-significant impacts 
under the Original Project because the Modified Project would include less residents, employees, 
and commercial uses than the Original Project. In addition, the Project Applicant would pay a per 
capita fee as stated in PDF I.4-1. Thus, impacts to libraries under the Modified Project would be 
less than the Original Project and would be less-than-significant.  
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Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Modified Project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to public services. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to public services impacts. No substantial changes in the environment related to public services 
have occurred since certification of the Certified EIR, and no new conditions related to public 
services have been identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new or 
more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as determined above, since the Modified 
Project would not result in any new or substantially more severe impacts to public services, a 
review of new or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

There are no additional PDFs required as a result of the Modified Project. However, the 
PDFs identified as part of the Original Project would remain applicable for the Modified Project 
with the following modifications: 

Public Services: Police Protection 

Project Design Feature I.1-1: During construction, the Project shall implement temporary 
security measures including security fencing, lighting, and locked 
entry. 

Project Design Feature I.1-2: During operation, the Project shall include private on-site security, 
a closed circuit security camera system, and keycard entry for the 
residential buildings and the residential parking areas. 

Project Design Feature I.1-3: The Project shall provide sufficient lighting of building entries and 
walkways to provide for pedestrian orientation and clearly identify a 
secure route between parking areas and points of entry into 
buildings. 

Project Design Feature I.1-4: The Project shall provide sufficient lighting of parking areas to 
maximize visibility and reduce areas of concealment 

Project Design Feature I.1-5: The Project shall design entrances to, and exits from buildings, 
open spaces around buildings, and pedestrian walkways to be open 
and in view of surrounding sites. 

Project Design Feature I.1-6: Prior to the issuance of a building permit, the Project Applicant 
shall consult with LAPD's Crime Prevention Unit regarding the 
incorporation of crime prevention features appropriate for the 
design of the Project, including applicable features in LAPD's 
Design Out Crime Guidelines. 

Project Design Feature I.1-7: Prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, project Design 
Feature 1.1-7: Prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy, 
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the Project Applicant shall submit a diagram of the Project Site to 
the LAPD South Bureau Commanding Officer that includes access 
routes and any additional information that might facilitate police 
response. 

Public Services: Libraries  

Project Design Feature I.4-1: The Project Applicant shall pay a fee of $200 per capita to the 
LAPL prior to the issuance of a building permit. The estimated 
residential population shall be calculated by multiplying the number 
of dwelling units within the Mixed-Income Housing Component by 
the average household size of 2.44 persons per household. 
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7.1.16 Recreation 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

RECREATION. 

a) Would the project increase the use 
of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

b) Does the project include recreational 
facilities or require the construction 
or expansion of recreational facilities 
which might have an adverse 
physical effect on the environment? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

 a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or 
other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility 
would occur or be accelerated? 

 b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or 
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the 
environment? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR concluded that due to the amount, 
variety, and availability of the proposed open space and recreational amenities, the Original 
Project residents and employees would generally utilize on-site open space to meet their 
recreational needs and the Original Project would not be expected to increase the use of existing 
neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical 
deterioration of the facility would occur, be accelerated, or require the construction or expansion 
of recreational facilities. Furthermore, the Original Project would pay in-lieu park fees in 
accordance with the LAMC and Quimby Act requirements. Therefore, the Certified EIR concluded 
that impacts to public parks and recreational facilities would be less-than-significant. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project’s associated residents and employees 
would not result in a substantial demand for recreational facilities. The Modified Project like the 
Original Project would pay in-lieu park fees in accordance with Sections 17.12 and 12.33 of the 
LAMC. Moreover, impacts on parks and recreational facilities associated with the Modified Project 
would be less than the Original Project because the amount of development is reduced, which 
would generate fewer new employees and residents than the Original Project. In addition, the 
Modified Project would provide expanded open space opportunities and amenities for residents, 
compared to the Original Project. The Modified Project would provide 63,490 sf of open space 
and amenities. In contrast, the Original Project proposed 44,930 sf of open space and amenities. 
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Therefore, as with the Original Project, under the Modified Project would be less than the Original 
Project and would be less-than-significant. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
Project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to recreation. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to recreation impacts. No substantial changes in the environment related to recreation have 
occurred since certification of the Certified EIR, and no new recreational facilities have been 
identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that would result in new or more severe 
significant environmental impacts related to recreation. Finally, as determined above, since the 
Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially more severe recreation impacts, a 
review of new or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required.  

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.17 Transportation 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination in 
the Certified EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

TRANSPORTATION. Would the project: 

a) Conflict with a program plan,
ordinance or policy addressing the
circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities?

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No Yes

b) Prior Threshold: Conflict with an
applicable congestion management
program, Including, but not limited to
level of service standards and travel
demand measures, or other
standards established by the county
congestion management agency for
designated roads or highways?a

Significant 
and 

Unavoidable 

No No No No

b) New Threshold: Conflict or be
inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?a

n/a No No No No 

c) Substantially increase hazards due
to a geometric design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompatible uses
(e.g., farm equipment)?

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No

d) Result in inadequate emergency
access?

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

a) This Appendix G Checklist Question has been modified by the Natural Resources Agency to address consistency with CEQA
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b), which relates to the use of VMT as the methodology for evaluating traffic impact. However,
the Certified EIR is based on the City's previously adopted methodology, which used level of service (LOS) to evaluate a project's
traffic impacts. The City of Los Angeles adopted new CEQA VMT thresholds and methodologies on July 31, 2019. Because the
transportation analysis in the Transportation Study was commenced in consultation with LADOT and completed before July 31, 2019,
the transportation analysis is primarily based on the adopted rules and policies based on traffic level of service.

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Transportation impacts associated with the Original Project were evaluated in Section IV 
.J, Transportation, of the Certified EIR. This analysis was based on The Fig Project Traffic Study 
dated November 4, 2016 (Traffic Study), prepared by The Mobility Group (Appendix L of the Draft 
EIR), and The Fig Project-Construction Traffic Impacts dated June 2, 2017 (Construction Traffic 
Study), prepared by The Mobility Group (Appendix L of the Draft EIR). Traffic impacts were also 
discussed in the Initial Study, found in Appendix A of the Draft EIR.  

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?
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Construction: Less-than-Significant Impact 

Traffic 

The Certified EIR concluded that construction- related traffic for the Original Project would 
be less-than-significant, as construction of the Original Project would generate significantly fewer 
trips than operation of the Original Project, and construction-related trips were not anticipated to 
significantly exceed the number of trips generated by the Project Site's existing land uses. In 
addition, the Original Project would include PDF J-1 which would require preparation of a 
Construction Management Plan which would include measures to schedule, organize, and control 
truck traffic to and from the Project Site. Therefore, the Certified EIR concluded that the Original 
Project’s construction-related traffic impacts would be less-than-significant. 

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would generate construction related 
traffic during the construction period, including truck and construction worker traffic. The Modified 
Project would include less net new floor area than the Original Project and thus, would require 
less construction activity and generate less or, at minimum, no increase in construction traffic. 
Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would include PDF J-1 that would include 
measures to schedule, organize, and control of truck traffic to and from the Project Site through 
the adoption of a Construction Management Plan. Similar to the Original Project, construction 
impacts related to the Modified Project would be less-than-significant.  

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

Construction of the Original Project would not require the permanent closure of any vehicle 
travel lanes but would require the temporary closure of the sidewalks on the east side of Figueroa 
Street and on the south side of 39th Street immediately adjacent to the Project Site. However, 
alternative sidewalks and pedestrian routes exist on the opposite sides of these streets can be 
accessed from existing crosswalks near the Project Site. In addition, pursuant to PDF J-1, a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan would identify any required sidewalk closures in advance 
and would provide signage for alternate safe routes for pedestrians. With the implementation of 
PDF J-1, the Certified EIR concluded that impacts to pedestrian and bicycle circulation related to 
the Original Project would be less-than-significant.  

As with the Original Project, the Modified Project would not require the permanent closure 
of any vehicle travel lanes, but temporary closure of the sidewalks on the east side of Figueroa 
Street and on the south side of 39th Street immediately adjacent to the Project Site would occur 
in the same manner as the Original Project. Similar to the Original Project, under the Modified 
Project, alternative sidewalks and pedestrian routes are available that can be accessed. In 
addition, the Modified Project would also implement PDF J-1, which would identify any required 
sidewalk closures in advance and would provide signage for alternate safe routes for pedestrians. 
Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts under the Modified Project would be less-than-
significant.  

Transit 

Under development of the Original Project, a Metro and DASH bus stop on Figueroa Street 
at 39th Street, and the Metro bus stop on 39th Street adjacent to the Project Site would have to 
be temporarily relocated during construction. Alternative sites for temporary bus stops are 
available within one block and the final temporary locations of these relocated stops would be 
determined as part of PDFJ-1. As such, the Certified EIR concluded that with implementation of 
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PDF J-1, the Original Project’s impacts to bus and/or transit services would be less-than-
significant.  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project may involve the temporary relocation 
of Metro and DASH bus stops. Alternative sites for temporary bus stops would remain available 
and the final temporary locations of these relocated stops would be determined as part of PDF J-
1 which would also be implemented by the Modified Project. Therefore, the Modified Project would 
not cause any new significant transit impacts and consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts under 
the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

Operation: Significant and Unavoidable 

Traffic 

The trip generation estimates for the Original Project were calculated using published 
rates from Trip Generation Manual, 9th Edition (Institute of Transportation Engineers [ITE], 2012). 
The Original Project was estimated to generate a total of 7,553 daily trips, including 648 morning 
peak hour trips (364 inbound, 284 outbound) and 720 afternoon peak hour trips (333 inbound, 
387 outbound). After accounting for the removal of the existing uses currently on-site, the Original 
Project was anticipated to generate 7,361 net daily trips, including 634 net morning peak hour 
trips (361 inbound, 273 outbound) and 702 net afternoon peak hour trips (321 inbound, 381 
outbound). 

Under cumulative conditions (Future with Project Conditions), the Original Project would 
result in seven significant traffic impacts during the A.M. peak period and seven significant traffic 
impacts during the P.M. peak period under Future With Project Conditions at a total of ten 
intersections, and mitigation would be required. Therefore, the Original Project's contribution to 
impacts under cumulative conditions would be considerable, and cumulative impacts would be 
significant at those intersections impacted by the Original Project. The Original Project’s proposed 
mitigation measures would reduce four of these significant traffic impacts to less-than-significant 
levels. However, with implementation of the mitigations listed below, the Original Project would 
remain significant and unavoidable at the following eight intersections: 

• Figueroa Street & Jefferson Boulevard 

• Vermont Avenue & Exposition Boulevard 

• Figueroa Street & Exposition Boulevard 

• Figueroa Street & 39th Street/Exposition Park Drive 

• Figueroa Street & Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 

• Figueroa Street & Adams Boulevard 

• Broadway & Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard 

• Figueroa Street & 30th Steet 

Thus, the Original Project's impacts to these eight intersections would be significant and 
cumulatively considerable. 

For the Modified Project, a Memorandum entitled Trip Generation Analysis for Exposition 
Point Los Angeles, California (Transportation Memorandum) was prepared by Gibson 
Transportation Consulting, on June 24, 2022 (Appendix E). The Transportation Memorandum 
compares the Modified Project and Original Project’s trip generation estimates. The analysis was 
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conducted to review the Modified Project’s potential for triggering additional transportation 
impacts as a result of the changes to the amount and type of land uses as compared to the 
Original Project.  

As detailed in the Transportation Memorandum, with application of Trip Generation 
Manual, 9th Edition rates and trip reductions consistent with the analysis presented in the Certified 
EIR, the Modified Project is anticipated to generate a total of 4,711 daily trips, including 325 
morning peak hour trips (125 inbound, 200 outbound) and 326 afternoon peak hour trips (197 
inbound, 129 outbound). Thus, when compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project would 
generate 2,848 fewer total daily trips, including 323 fewer morning peak hour trips and 394 fewer 
afternoon peak hour trips.  

Since the certification of the Certified EIR, ITE has published refined trip rates based on 
updated survey data in Trip Generation Manual, 11th Edition. For informational purposes, trip 
generation estimates for the Modified Project were also calculated based on trip rates from Trip 
Generation Manual, 11th Edition. Applying rates from Trip Generation Manual, 11th Edition, the 
Modified Project would generate a total of 4,555 daily weekday trips, including 234 morning peak 
hour trips (123 inbound, 111 outbound) and 375 afternoon peak hour trips (185 inbound, 190 
outbound). 

Thus, compared to the Original Project, the Modified Project with application of Trip 
Generation Manual, 11th Edition trip rates would also result in 2,998 fewer total daily trips, 
including 414 fewer morning peak hour trips and 345 fewer afternoon peak hour trips.  

Therefore, using both Trip Generation Manual 9th and 11th Edition trip rates, the Modified 
Project would generate fewer trips than the Original Project, including during a.m. and p.m. peak 
periods. As a result, the transportation impacts of the Modified Project would be consistent with, 
or less than, those identified for the Original Project in the Certified EIR. The mitigation measures 
identified in the Certified EIR for the Original Project would be implemented as part of the Modified 
Project and would also effectively improve intersections operations and no further mitigation 
measures would be required. However, while the amount of trips would be reduced under the 
Modified Project, it is assumed that under the Modified Project, impacts to the eight intersections 
identified in the Certified EIR would remain significant and unavoidable, though they would be 
reduced by the Modified Project. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

As determined in the Certified EIR, pedestrian access locations associated with the 
Original Project would be required to conform to City standards and would be designed to provide 
adequate sight distance, sidewalks, and/or pedestrian movement controls that would meet the 
City's requirements to protect pedestrian safety. In addition, the proposed driveways would be 
designed to limit potential impediments to visibility. The Original Project would also maintain 
existing sidewalks and provide a direct and safe path of travel with minimal obstructions to 
pedestrian movement within and adjacent to the Project Site. In addition, visitors, patrons, and 
employees arriving by bicycle would have the same access opportunities as pedestrian visitors. 
Furthermore, to facilitate bicycle use, bicycle parking spaces and amenities would be provided 
within the Project Site. Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that impacts related to bicycle, 
pedestrian, and vehicular safety under the Original Project would be less-than-significant.  

Under the Modified Project, similar to the Original EIR, pedestrian access locations would 
be required to conform to City standards and would be designed to provide adequate sight 
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distance, sidewalks, and/or pedestrian movement controls that would meet the City's 
requirements to protect pedestrian safety, to be determined and assessed during the plan check 
process prior to obtaining a building permit. The Modified Project’s proposed driveways would 
also be designed to limit potential impediments to visibility. The Modified Project would also 
maintain existing sidewalks and provide a direct and safe path of travel within and adjacent to the 
Project Site. Similar to the Original Project, bicycle parking spaces and amenities would be 
provided within the Project Site. Therefore, the Modified Project would not cause any new 
significant pedestrian or bicycle impacts and consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts under the 
Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

Transit 

As determined in the Certified EIR, the Project Site is well served by public transit, 
including rail line and buses. As determined in the Certified EIR, of peak-hour trips added by the 
Original Project would be only approximately one percent of the total transit capacity during the 
peak hour. Therefore, impacts to the existing transit system due to Original Project would be less-
than-significant. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Project Site is well served by public transit, including 
numerous rail line and buses. As the Modified Project would generate few total daily trips, 
including fewer morning peak hour trips and fewer afternoon peak hour trips, the impacts of the 
Modified Project on the public transit system would be less. Therefore, the Modified Project would 
not cause any new significant transit impacts and consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts under 
the Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

Neighborhood Intrusion 

The Certified EIR concluded that the arterial corridors providing access to the Original 
Project including Figueroa Street, 39th Street, and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard are not 
sufficiently congested, and the Original Project would not add a significant amount of traffic to the 
arterials that could potentially shift to an alternative route. Furthermore, the Original Project is 
located within a commercial corridor that is developed with commercial, entertainment, and 
institutional uses, and is not proximate to a network of residential streets that facilitate access to 
and from the Project Site. Therefore, no further residential street segment analysis was conducted 
as part of the Certified EIR. 

The Modified Project would add less traffic to the arterials surrounding the Project Site 
than the Original Project. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not add a 
significant amount of traffic to the arterials that could potentially shift to an alternative route. The 
Project Site boundaries are the same as the Original Project and the Modified Project is not 
proximate to a network of residential streets that facilitate access to and from the Project Site.  

Access and Circulation 

The Certified EIR determined that no operational issues are anticipated for the driveway 
located on Flower Drive and driveways would be designed according to LADOT standards and 
the Certified EIR concluded the Original Project driveways would not result in significant impacts. 
Therefore, the Original Project impacts to access and circulation were determined be less-than-
significant. 

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project’s access driveways would be designed 
according to LADOT standards. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, impacts to access and 
circulation would be less-than-significant.  
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Caltrans Facilities Analysis 

The Certified Project determined that the Original Project would not substantially increase 
the queue lengths or cause storage capacities to be exceeded at any of the off-ramps during the 
morning and afternoon peak periods. 

As Modified Project would add less traffic compared to the Original Project to the 
surrounding area including freeway offramps. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, impacts 
to Caltrans facilities would be less-than-significant. 

 Former Question b: Impacts to the Conflicts with a Congestion Management Plan 

The Certified EIR determined the Original Project’s impacts to a CMP freeway segments 
or CMP arterial would be less-than-significant. 

On July 30, 2019, the Los Angeles City Council passed a resolution to opt out of the CMP 
program, and on August 28, 2019, Metro announced that the thresholds for withdrawal had been 
reached and the County of Los Angeles had opted to be exempt from CMP. As such, the 
provisions of CMP no longer apply to any of the 89 local jurisdictions in Los Angeles County. 
Accordingly, a CMP analysis is no longer included in City of Los Angeles environmental 
documents and is not required for the Modified Project. 

 b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, 
subdivision (b)? 

In response to Senate Bill 743, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 was added to the 2019 
update to the CEQA Guidelines pertaining to VMT-based analysis of transportation impacts. Such 
an analysis was not performed for the Original Project, as it was not required at the time the 
Certified EIR was prepared. As such a VMT analysis is not required for the Modified Project.  

In addition, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b)(1) states that “generally, projects within 
one-half mile of either an existing major transit stop or a stop along an existing high quality transit 
corridor should be presumed to cause a less than significant transportation impact.”  As discussed 
previously, the Project Site is well served by existing transit.  The Project Site has convenient 
access to public transportation and is served by the Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (Metro) Blue Line and Expo Line, as well as several bus lines. The 
closest Metro rail station is the Expo Line's Expo Park/USC Station, located less than a half-mile 
northwest of the Project Site. In addition, the 2020–2045 RTP/SCS designates the area in which 
the Project Site is located as an HQTA, and the City’s ZIMAS system confirms the Project Site is 
located within a TPA as defined in the City’s ZI No.  2452. 

Furthermore, as discussed earlier, the Modified Project would support the goals and 
principles set forth in the 2020–2045 RTP/SCS through the construction of development within 
an urban, infill area well served by transit; the introduction of new pedestrian connections and 
streetscape improvements designed to promote access and connectivity and enhance walkability; 
and the provision of bicycle parking and other amenities that encourage non-automotive forms of 
transportation.  Lastly, the overall transportation strategy for the development would minimize 
automobile trips and promote and encourage increased transit usage, walking, and bicycling 
through the Project’s presence within an HQTA and TPA within close proximity to transit and 
hotels. 
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  Based on the above, the Modified Project, like the Original Project, would support local 
and regional plans to reduce VMT and VMT associated with the Modified Project would be similar 
when compared with the Original Project. 

 c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves 
or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

No Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, the Original Project’s design does not 
include hazardous features. Roadways adjacent to the Project Site are part of the urban roadway 
network and contain no sharp curves or dangerous intersections, and the development of the 
Original Project would not result in roadway improvements such that safety hazards would be 
introduced adjacent to the Project Site. Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that no impact 
would occur.  

The Modified Project’s access and roadway design would be similar to the Original Project 
and would be located on the same Project Site within the same boundaries as the Original Project. 
Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not contain sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections, and the development of the Modified Project would not result in roadway 
improvements such that safety hazards would be introduced adjacent to the Project Site. 
Furthermore, the proposed uses would be compatible with the surrounding uses. Lastly, the 
Modified Project site plan would undergo City Building and Safety plan check review to ensure 
compliance with applicable development standards, including but not limited to street, driveway, 
parking, lighting, and line-of-site standards, which have been formulated to avoid significant 
design hazards. Similar to the Original Project, impacts to the Modified Project would be less-
than-significant.  

 d) Result in inadequate emergency access? 

Less-Than-Significant Impact. As determined in the Certified EIR, construction activities 
associated with the Original Project could potentially impact the emergency services provided by 
the LAFD and the LAPD in the vicinity of the Project Site, as a result of construction impacts to 
the surrounding roadways. These short-term and temporary construction activities would 
temporarily increase response times for emergency vehicles along nearby streets during the 
Original Project's construction phase. However, construction worker trips would occur outside the 
weekday peak traffic periods, thereby reducing the potential for traffic-related conflicts. In addition, 
the Original Project would also be required to prepare and submit a Work Area Traffic Control 
Plan to LADOT, pursuant to PDF J-1, to ensure that adequate and safe access remains available 
within and near the Project Site during construction activities.  

Therefore, the Certified EIR determined that the Original Project would not require 
substantial roadway and/or sidewalk closures to the extent that a hazard to roadway travelers 
and/or pedestrians would occur. Therefore, access and safety impacts during Project construction 
would be less-than-significant. 

As with the Original Project, construction activities associated with the Modified Project 
could temporarily impact access for emergency vehicles along main connectors surrounding the 
Project Site. Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would prepare and submit a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (PDF J-1) to LADOT for approval to ensure that adequate 
and safe access remains available within and near the Project Site during construction activities 
and impacts would be less-than-significant.  
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Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

Based on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the 
circumstances under which the project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the 
Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to transportation. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to transportation impacts. No substantial changes in the environment related to transportation 
beyond those anticipated as part of the Original Project have occurred since certification of the 
Certified EIR, and no new transportation conditions have been identified within the vicinity of the 
Modified Project that would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. 
Finally, as determined above, since the Modified Project would not result in any new or 
substantially more severe transportation impacts, a review of feasible mitigation measures is not 
required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

Project Design Features 

Project Design Feature J-1: Prior to the start of construction, the Project shall prepare a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan and submit it to LADOT for 
review and approval. The Construction Traffic Management Plan 
shall include a Worksite Traffic Control Plan which shall facilitate 
traffic and pedestrian movement and minimize the potential 
conflicts between construction activities, street traffic, bicyclists, 
and pedestrians. The plan shall show the location of any roadway 
or sidewalk closures, traffic detours, haul routes, hours of operation, 
protective devices, warning signs and access to abutting properties. 
Furthermore, the Construction Traffic Management Plan and 
Worksite Traffic Control Plan shall include, but not be limited to, the 
following measures: 

• Maintain access for land uses in the vicinity of the Project Site
during construction;

• Schedule construction material deliveries during off-peak
periods to the extent practical;

• Minimize obstruction of traffic lanes on Figueroa Street and 39th
Street adjacent to the Project Site;

• Organize Project Site deliveries and the staging of all equipment
and materials in the most efficient manner possible, and on-site
where possible, to avoid an impact to the surrounding
roadways;

• Coordinate truck activity and deliveries to ensure trucks do not
wait to unload or load at the Project Site and impact roadway
traffic, and if needed, utilize an organized off-site staging area;
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• Control truck and vehicle access to the Project Site with 
flagmen;

• Designate travel routes for trucks on Figueroa Street, Marlin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, and other arterial roadways, to 
prevent trucks from using residential streets;

• Limit sidewalk and lane closures, and avoid peak hours to the 
extent possible. Where such closures are necessary, the 
Project's Worksite Traffic Control Plan shall identify the location 
of any sidewalk or lane closures and identify all traffic control 
measures, signs, delineators, and work instructions to be 
implemented by the construction contractor through the 
duration of demolition and construction activity;

• Identify alternative sites for bus stops that must be relocated 
and undertake any required relocation in coordination with 
LADOT and Metro; and

• Parking for construction workers shall be provided either on-site 
or at off-site, off-street locations. Parking shall not be allowed 
on residential streets in the vicinity of the Project.

• The contractor or its designee shall notify the LAUSD 
Transportation Branch and the site administrator of the Dr. 
Theodore T. Alexander Science Center School of the expected 
start and ending dates of construction. In addition, the 
contractor must coordinate with LAUSD site administrators 
and/or designated representatives to ensure that effective 
measures are employed to reduce construction-related effects 
related to existing pedestrian and school bus routes, and school 
drop off/pick up areas on the proximate LAUSD facilities. In 
addition, throughout the duration of construction, the contractor 
must maintain safe and convenient pedestrian routes to 
schools (refer to the map provided for the Alexander 
Science Center at https://achieve.lausd.net/Page/3990 
or as may be updated by LAUSD). The contractor must 
also notify workers of the provision of the California 
Vehicle Code that requires vehicles to stop when 
encountering school buses using red-flashing-lights must-
stop indicators and that no staging or parking of 
construction-related vehicles, including worker-transport 
vehicles, shall occur on or adjacent to a school property.

Project Design Feature J-2: During construction of the Project, a minimum of one lane of Flower 
Drive shall remain open to provide access to the properties located 
immediately south of the Project Site, at the northeast corner of 
Figueroa Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. 

Mitigation Measures 
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MM J-1:  Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Program - The Project shall prepare and 
implement a TDM Program that includes strategies to promote non-automobile travel 
and reduce the use of single-occupant vehicle trips. The TDM Program shall include 
design features, transportation services, education programs, and incentive programs 
intended to reduce the amount of single-occupancy vehicles during commute hours. 
A preliminary TDM program shall be prepared and provided for LADOT review prior to 
the issuance of the first building permit for this Project and a final TDM program 
approved by DOT is required prior to the issuance of the first certificate of occupancy 
for the Project. The TDM Program strategies should include, but not be limited to, the 
following strategies: 

• An on-site Transportation Information Center

• Preferential rideshare loading/unloading or parking location

• Convenient parking and facilities for bicycle riders

• Guaranteed ride home programs for employees

• Allowance for flexible and alternative work schedules

• Administrative support for the formation of carpools/vanpools

• Promotion of transit, walk, or bike to work events

• Project design elements to ensure a bicycle, transit, and pedestrian friendly
environment

• Unbundled parking from housing cost

• Parking cash-out programs for Project and uses as appropriate

• A Covenant and Agreement to ensure that the TDM program will be maintained.

The following improvements proposed by the project as part of its transit and mobility 
improvement program should be part of the TDM program: 

• Provide sidewalk bike racks (including near bus stops).

• Participate in the City's Bike Share Program by providing an area for bike share
facilities.

• Make a one-time financial contribution of $150,000 to the City of Los Angeles
Department of Transportation, to be used in the implementation of the Mobility Hub
in the general area of the Project.

• Participate in a Car-Share Program, and provide a minimum of ten off-street car
share parking spaces

• Provide an on-site transportation coordinator to promote alternatives to the car and
to facilitate rideshare.

• Facilitate carpools and vanpools for project employees, students, etc. by providing
priority locations for carpool and vanpool parking.

• Provide an on-site information facility to make available information on car-sharing,
transit, vanpools, taxis, etc. (e.g., kiosk, concierge, or transportation office).

• Encourage implementation of bus shelters in the area of the Project.
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• Unbundle parking from housing cost. 

• Implement parking cash-out programs for Project land uses 

• Facilitate shuttle service from the Project to nearby destinations including the USC 
campus and nearby transit stations 

• In addition, the Project shall enhance existing transit service in the Project vicinity 
as follows: 

• Contribution of a fixed fee of $750,000 to a trust fund to be administered by LADOT 
for the implementation of alternative transportation modes focused along the 
Figueroa Street corridor and the DASH F route. The funding may include purchase 
of one 35-foot zero emission bus, maintenance cost of three years, driver salary 
for three years, fuel expenses for three years, and route modification to include the 
Project Site. 

MM J-2:  Transportation Systems Management (TSM): Improvements - The Project shall 
contribute up to $80,000 toward TSM improvements within the Central District to better 
accommodate intersection operations and increase intersection capacity throughout 
the study area, to the satisfaction of the LADOT ATSAC Section. The Project shall 
fund the installation of new closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras (a total of four 
cameras, including necessary mounting poles, fiber optic and electrical connections) 
at the following four intersections: 

• Intersection No. 2: Figueroa Street & Jefferson Boulevard 

• Intersection No. 9: Figueroa Street & Exposition Boulevard 

• Intersection No. 21: Figueroa Street & Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 

• Intersection No. 23: 1-110 NB Ramps/Hill Street & Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard 

Prior to the issuance of any building permit, LADOT shall determine whether the CCTV 
installations shall be implemented by the Applicant through the B-permit process of 
the Bureau of Engineering (BOE), or through payment of a one-time fixed fee of 
$80,000 from the Project to LADOT to fund the cost of the upgrades, and LADOT shall 
design and construct the upgrades. If the installations are implemented by the Project 
through the B-Permit process, then these improvements shall be guaranteed prior to 
the issuance of any building permit and completed prior to the issuance of any 
certificate of occupancy. Temporary certificates of occupancy may be granted in the 
events of any delay through no fault of the applicant, provided that, in each case, the 
applicant has demonstrated reasonable efforts and due diligence to the satisfaction of 
LADOT. 
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7.1.18 Tribal Cultural Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstance

s Involving 
New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New Analysis 
or 

Verification? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES. Would the project: 

a) Cause a substantial adverse change 
in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in Public 
Resources Code section 21074 as 
either a site, feature, place, cultural 
landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and 
scope of the landscape, sacred 
place, or object with cultural value to 
a California Native American tribe, 
and that is: i) Listed or eligible for 
listing in the California 

 No No No No 

i) Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register 
of historical resources as 
defined in Public Resources 
Code section 5020.1(k)? 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 

No No No No 

ii) A resource determined by the 
lead agency, in its discretion 
and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant 
pursuant to criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 
5024.1. In applying the criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of 
Public Resource Code Section 
5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the 
resource to a California Native 
American tribe? 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

Potential impacts associated with tribal cultural resources were addressed in Section IV.K. 
Tribal Cultural Resources of the Draft EIR. The analysis was based on the Tribal Cultural 
Resources prepared by Eyestone Environmental, Inc., dated September 27, 2016, which was 
provided in Appendix M of the Draft EIR. The analysis was based on coordination and 
consultation with California Native American tribes, including the Fernandeno Tataviam Band of 
Mission Indians, Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation, Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe, 
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Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians, San Fernando Band of Mission Indians, and Soboba 
Band of Luiseno Indians. that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Project Site, as well 
as a Sacred Lands File (SLF) records search conducted by the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC). 

 Question (a) - Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources: 

Less-than-Significant Impact. In accordance with SB 18, the City of Los Angeles 
Department of City Planning contacted the NAHC and consulted with California Native American 
Tribes regarding the potential effect of the Approved Project on Native American cultural 
resources. In addition, the NAHC conducted a Sacred Lands File (SLF) record search, which did 
not identify any known Native American cultural resources within the Project Site. The 30-day 
response period began after formal notification to the tribes listed above on July 18, 2016. Andrew 
Salas, Chairman of the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians–Kizh Nation, responded in a letter 
dated July 27, 2016 that the Kizh Gabrieleños have concerns since the Project lies within their 
ancestral territories and requested that a “certified Native American Monitor be present at the 
Project Site during any and all ground disturbing activities (including but not limited to pavement 
removal, post holing, auguring, boring grading, excavation and trenching).”  

After correspondence from Ms. Zasadzien, no response was received from the Kizh 
Gabrieleño Band with information regarding potential tribal cultural resources. Given the absence 
of any evidence of identified tribal resources or specific information on potential resources, the 
Kizh Gabrieleño Band’s request to have a Native American monitor present during all ground 
disturbing activities does not appear warranted. Therefore, the City has no basis under CEQA to 
impose any mitigation measures but added a condition of approval to protect against inadvertent 
discovery of tribal cultural resources. Copies of the letters between Mr. Salas and Ms. Zasadzien 
are included in Appendix M of the Draft EIR. The results of the SLF records search for the Project 
were negative pursuant to AB 52 requested formal consultation. Therefore, as determined in the 
Certified EIR, impacts were determined to be less-than-significant.  

The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the same 
boundaries as the Original Project. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project 
would not result in changes to the SLF. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the Modified 
Project would be less-than-significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to tribal cultural resources. The Project Site and vicinity remain developed, and no substantial 
construction or excavation activities within the Project Site have occurred. As such, no substantial 
changes in the environment related to tribal cultural resources have occurred since publication of 
the Certified EIR that would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to tribal cultural resources. No substantial changes in the environmental have occurred since 
certification of the Certified EIR, and no new tribal cultural resources have been identified within 
the vicinity of the Modified Project that would results in new or more severe significant 
environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any impacts to tribal 
cultural resources, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation is not required. 
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Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  
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7.1.19 Utilities and Service Systems 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS. Would the project: 

a) Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded 
water, wastewater treatment or 
storm water drainage, electric 
power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of which 
could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

b) Have sufficient water supplies 
available to serve the project and 
reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

c) Result in a determination by the 
wastewater treatment provider which 
serves or may serve the project that 
it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in 
addition to the provider’s existing 
commitments? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No No 

d) Generate solid waste in excess of 
State or local standards, or in 
excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair 
the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

e) Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes 
and regulations related to solid 
waste? 

Less-than-
Significant  

No No No Yes 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Original Project's potential impacts with regard to utilities and service systems were 
addressed in Sections IV.L1, Utilities and Service Systems: Water Supply and Infrastructure, 
IV.L.2, Utilities and Service Systems: Wastewater, and IV.L.3, Utilities and Service Systems: Solid 
Waste of the Certified EIR. With regard to stormwater facilities, those impacts were evaluated in 
the Initial Study included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR adopted as part of the Certified EIR. 
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Impacts to electricity and natural gas were evaluated in IV.M, Analysis of Appendix F: 
Energy Conservation of the Certified EIR. The analysis of the Modified Project’s impacts to energy 
(electricity, natural gas, and transportation) and are evaluated under the topic of Energy within 
this Addendum. 

a) Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause
significant environmental effects?

Less-than-Significant Impact. 

Water 

The analysis of the Original Project's impacts on water supply relies on the Water Supply 
Assessment prepared for the Original Project (Fig WSA), adopted by the Los Angeles Department 
of Water and Power's (LADWP) Board of Water and Power Commissioners in November 2016 
and included as Appendix N to the Draft EIR. The analysis of potential impacts to water 
infrastructure was based on the Utility Report included in Appendix O of the Draft EIR.  

Given the temporary nature of construction activities, the short-term and intermittent water 
use during construction of the Original Project was determined in the Certified EIR to be less-
than-significant and could be met by the City’s available water supplies.  

During operation, the Certified EIR analysis estimated that the Original Project would 
generate an average daily water demand of approximately 100,219 gallons per day (gpd). The 
Original Project would implement PDF L.1-1, which includes implementation of additional water 
conservation measures beyond those required by the LAMC. With the removal of the existing 
uses and implementation of PDF L.1-1, the Original Project would result in a net average daily 
water demand of approximately 85,030 gpd. The Certified EIR concluded that the projected water 
supplies for normal, single-dry, and multiple-dry years reported in Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power’s (LADWP) 2015 Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP) would be sufficient 
to meet the Original Project's estimated water demand, in addition to the existing and planned 
future water demands within LADWP's service area through the year 2040. 

Therefore, the Original Project's operation-related impacts on water supply was 
determined to be less-than-significant. Regarding water infrastructure, the Certified EIR 
determined that sufficient infrastructure capacity is available to serve the water demands of the 
Original Project. Therefore, the Original Project's operational impacts on water infrastructure 
would be less-than-significant. 

For the Modified Project, a Memorandum: Water and Wastewater Calculations for 3900 
Figueroa Street (Formerly The Fig Project) was prepared by Eyestone Environmental, on May 9, 
2022, and is attached as Appendix F. As shown in the analysis, the Modified Project, which 
includes the removal of the hotel component, reduction of commercial uses, and an increase in 
the number of housing units, with an overall reduction in total floor area resulted a reduction in 
the demand for water generation when compared with that set forth in the Certified EIR. 
Specifically, the net Modified Project’s water demand was calculated to be 73,863 gpd; a 
reduction of 11,164 gpd from the Original Project.  

Furthermore, according to the LADWP’s updated 2020 UWMP, the City has sufficient 
water supply to meet a total projected water demand through to the year 2045, in a normal wet 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 96 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR October 2022 

year, a single dry year, and multiple dry years. The 2020 UWMP also includes a drought risk 
assessment, which shows that there would be no water shortages over the five-year drought, 
which started in 2021. As such, the City can provide the needed water from its existing system 
pursuant of the provisions in 2020 UWMP. In addition, the Modified Project would implement the 
same PDF L.1-1, which includes implementation of additional water conservation measures 
beyond those required by the LAMC, further reducing water demand. As such, the operational 
water demand and infrastructure impacts of the Modified Project would be less than the impacts 
of the Original Project and, thus, such impacts would continue to be less-than-significant. 

Wastewater 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As discussed in the Certified EIR, wastewater generation 
from the Original Project’s construction is not anticipated to generate wastewater flows that would 
substantially or incrementally exceed the future scheduled capacity of any water treatment plant 
or infrastructure and impacts were determined to be less-than-significant.  

Regarding operation, wastewater generated by the Original Project was determined based 
on the calculated water demand provided in The Fig WSA. Wastewater generation was assumed 
to be equal to the Original Project's water demand. It was estimated that the Original Project would 
generate a net increase in the average daily wastewater flow from the Project Site of 
approximately 101,614 gpd. In accordance with the wastewater reduction requirements for new 
non-residential and high-rise residential construction set forth in the LAMC, the Original Project 
would be required to demonstrate a 20-percent reduction in potable water to comply with the City 
of Los Angeles Green Building Code. The Original Project's increase in average daily wastewater 
would represent approximately 0.06 percent of the current remaining available capacity of the 
Hyperion Water Reclamation Plant (HWRP), which would serve the Project Site. Therefore, the 
Original Project’s -generated wastewater would be accommodated by the existing capacity of 
HWRP, and a less-than-significant impact would occur. 

Regarding infrastructure, sewer service for the Original Project would be provided utilizing 
new or existing on-site sewer connections to the existing sewer lines adjacent to the Project Site. 
Based on the current approximate flow levels and design capacities in the sewer system, and the 
Original Project's estimated wastewater flow, the Certified EIR determined that the existing 
capacity of the 12-inch line on South Figueroa Street, and the 8-inch sewer line on Flower Drive 
would be adequate to accommodate the additional wastewater infrastructure demand created by 
the Original Project. Furthermore, all Project-related sanitary sewer connections and on-site 
infrastructure would be designed and constructed in accordance with applicable LASAN and 
California Plumbing Code standards. Therefore, it was determined that the Original Project’s 
impacts with regards to wastewater generation and infrastructure capacity are less than 
significant. 

For the Modified Project, a Memorandum: Water and Wastewater Calculations for 3900 
Figueroa Street (Formerly The Fig Project) was prepared by Eyestone Environmental, on May 9, 
2022. As demonstrated in the Memorandum, the Modified Project would generate less 
wastewater than the Original Project. Specifically, the Modified Project’s net wastewater 
generation is calculated to be 88,410 gpd; a reduction of 13,204 gpd from the Original Project. In 
addition, the Modified Project would implement the same PDFs as the Original Project, including, 
but not limited to reducing water demand and thus wastewater generation as specified in PDF 
L.1-1. Furthermore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project’s related sanitary sewer 
connections and on-site infrastructure would be designed and constructed in accordance with
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applicable LASAN and California Plumbing Code standards. Therefore, the Modified Project’s 
impacts to wastewater infrastructure would be less than the impacts of the Original Project and 
less-than-significant. 

Stormwater 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Certified EIR determined that stormwater flows from 
the Project Site would not increase with implementation of the Original Project due to the fully 
developed nature of the existing Site. Additionally, the Original Project would provide appropriate 
on-site drainage improvements to control runoff. The Original Project would be required to comply 
with the City's LID Ordinance which promotes the use of natural infiltration systems, 
evapotranspiration, and the reuse of stormwater. To this end, BMPs would be implemented to 
collect, detain, treat, and discharge runoff on-site before discharging into the municipal storm 
drain system consistent with the LID Ordinance’s objective standards. Therefore, the Original 
Project would not require the construction of new off-site stormwater drainage facilities or 
expansion of existing off-site facilities. Impacts would be less-than-significant.  

Similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would provide appropriate on-site 
drainage improvements to better control runoff and would be required to comply with the City's 
LID Ordinance, which promotes the use of natural infiltration systems, evapotranspiration, and 
the reuse of stormwater in accordance with the same objective standard as the Original Project. 
Therefore, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project would not require the construction 
of new off-site stormwater drainage facilities or expansion of existing off-site facilities. Impacts of 
the Modified Project would be similar to the Original Project and less-than-significant. 

Telecommunications 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The Project Site is an urban infill site that is fully served 
by utility infrastructure including telecommunication lines which are present along the existing 
streets. The Modified Project could require additional connections to the existing 
telecommunication lines, additional telecommunications equipment, and/or the improvement of 
existing telecommunication lines in the immediate vicinity. However, any such improvements 
would be limited in scope, would occur within a fully urbanized area, and would occur in 
accordance with the Project's Construction Management Plans and applicable regulations and 
requirements (e.g., noise regulations, Public Works Department review/permitting, etc.). Thus, 
the Modified Project would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects, and impacts would be less-than-significant.  

 b) Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably 
foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. Similar to the Original Project, a short-term demand for 
water would occur during construction of the Modified Project in association with dust control, 
concrete mixers, truck cleanout, cleaning of equipment, and other short term construction related 
activities. The amount of water used during construction would vary depending on the conditions 
of soils, weather, size of the construction site, and site-specific operations, but would be less than 
required for Original Project construction owing to less new development and demolition under 
the Modified Project. Therefore, like the Original Project, water demand during construction of the 
Modified Project would result in less-than-significant impacts on water supply. 
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During operation, the Modified Project's water demand would be substantially less than 
the Original Project as discussed above, owing to the reductions in the scale and overall intensity 
of development under the Modified Project. Like the Original Project, the Modified Project would 
also implement water conservation features included in PDF L.1-1. As discussed in the Certified 
EIR, the WSA prepared for the Original Project determined that adequate water supplies were 
available to serve the Original Project during normal, single-dry, and multiple dry years. Since 
water demand would be substantially less under the Modified Project, and according to the 
LADWP’s updated 2020 UWMP, the City has sufficient water supply to meet a total projected 
water demand through to the year 2045, in a normal wet year, a single dry year, and multiple dry 
years, water supplies would also be adequate to serve the Modified Project. Accordingly, as with 
the Original Project, water supply impacts associated with operation of the Modified Project would 
be less-than-significant.  

 c) Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may 
serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand 
in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. As set forth in the Certified EIR, the Original Project’s 
wastewater during operation would be conveyed via the existing wastewater conveyance system 
to the HTP, which has an existing capacity of 450 mgd and a remaining capacity of 88 mgd. Based 
on these forecasts, the Original Project's increase in wastewater generation would be adequately 
accommodated by the HWRP. As discussed above, wastewater generated by the Modified 
Project would be less than the Original Project. Furthermore, the Modified Project would also 
implement measures to reduce water demand and thus wastewater generation as specified in 
PDF L.1-1. Therefore, the construction and operational impacts of the Modified Project on 
wastewater treatment infrastructure would be less than the impacts of the Original Project and 
less-than-significant. 

 d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the 
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste 
reduction goals? 

 e) Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste? 

Less-than-Significant Impact. The existing uses on the Project Site consist of 
approximately 33,720 square feet of residential uses and 130,380 square feet of surface parking. 
The Original Project would remove all existing uses on the Project Site. As determined in the 
Certified EIR, it was determined that construction of the Project would generate a total of 
approximately 12,043 tons of demolition debris and 1,978 tons of construction debris, for a 
combined total of 14,021 tons of construction-related waste generation. The amount of waste was 
further reduced by implementation of PDF L.3-2, which required the Original Project's 
construction contractor to implement a construction waste management plan to achieve a 
minimum 75 percent diversion from landfills. Applying this diversion rate, the Original Project 
would dispose of approximately 3,505 tons of construction-related waste in the County's inert 
landfill throughout the construction period. This amount of construction and debris waste would 
represent approximately 0.006 percent of the Azusa Land Reclamation Landfill's existing 
remaining disposal capacity of 59.83 million tons. Thus, the total amount of construction and 
demolition waste generated by the Original Project would represent a fraction of the remaining 
capacity at the unclassified landfill serving Los Angeles County. Therefore, construction impacts 
to solid waste facilities from the Original Project were determined to be less-than-significant. 
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Similar to the Original Project, demolition and construction wastes would be generated 
during construction of the Modified Project. In addition, the Modified Project would implement PDF 
L.3-2 regarding diversion during construction. The Modified Project would ultimately produce less 
demolition debris than the Original Project due to the preservation and relocation of five existing 
onsite buildings, as opposed to three buildings that would be relocated under the Original Project. 
Since adequate unclassified landfill capacity is available to accommodate the construction and 
debris waste under the Original Project, that landfill capacity would also be adequate to 
accommodate the construction and debris waste generated by the Modified Project. As such, 
construction-related impacts of the Modified Project on solid waste disposal facilities would be 
less-than-significant. 

As analyzed in the Certified EIR, the Original Project would generate a net increase of 
approximately 1,864 tons of solid waste generated on the Project Site annually, or approximately 
5.11 tons per day. Assuming a minimum diversion rate of approximately 50 percent, based on 
implementation of PDF L.3-3, the net increase in solid waste disposal associated with the Original 
Project would be approximately 932 tons per year (2.55 tons per day). The estimated remaining 
capacity for the County's Class Ill landfills open to the City of Los Angeles is approximately 93.47 
million tons as of December 31, 2014. Thus, the Original Project's net increase of 932 tons of 
annual solid waste disposal would represent approximately 0 .001 percent of the estimated 
remaining Class Ill landfill capacity available to the City of Los Angeles. 

Table 2: Original Project and Modified Project Solid Waste Generation 

Land Use Area/Units 
Employees or 
Householdsa 

Solid Waste 
Generation Factor bc 
(tone/employees or 
household/year) 

Waste 
Generation 
(tons/year) 

Original Project  
Existing 
Multi- Family Residential 32 32 2.23 71 
Total Proposed 
Hoteld 211,582 sf 239 3.03 724 
Student Housing 222 du 222 2.23 495 
Mixed-Income Housing 186 du 186 2.23 415 
Retail e 36,617 sf 99 0.91 90 
Restaurant f 18,709 sf 51 2.98 152 
Office 20,364 sf 98 0.37 36 
Parking Structure g 360,623 sf 1 0.78 23 
Total Original Project  1,935 
Total Net (prior to 
diversion) 

1,864 

Total Net Disposal (after 
50% diversion/recycling 

932 

Modified Project  
Student Housing 348 348 2.23 776 
Affordable Housing 87 273 2.23 609 
Commercial  23,670 sf 64 2.98 191 
Parking  241,130 sf 20 0.78 16 
Total Original Project  1,592 
Total Net (prior to 
diversion) 

1,522 
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Land Use Area/Units 
Employees or 
Householdsa 

Solid Waste 
Generation Factor bc 
(tone/employees or 
household/year) 

Waste 
Generation 
(tons/year) 

Total Net Disposal (after 
50% diversion/recycling 

761 

a Based on employment generation factors from Los Angeles Unified School District, 2012 Developer Fee Justification Study, 
February 9, 2012, Table 11. Assumes employee generation rate of 0.00113 employee per average square foot for "Lodging" (hotel 
uses), 0.00271 employee per average square foot for "Neighborhood Shopping Center" (retail and restaurant uses) of, 0.00479 
employee per average square foot for "Standard Commercial Office" (office uses), and 0.0000833 employee per average square 
foot for "Parking Structures" (parking structure rooftop amenities, lobby, and trash areas) land uses. 
b Non-residential yearly solid waste generation factors from City of Los Angeles Bureau of Sanitation, City Waste Characterization 
and Quantification Study, Table 4, July 2002. Assumes rate of 3.03 tons per employee per year for "Services-Hotel & Lodging'; 
0.91 tons per employee per year for Retail- Miscellaneous, 2.98 tons per employee per year for Retail-Restaurant, 0.37 tons per 
employee per year for Services-Business (Office), and 0. 78 Ions per employee per year for Other Transportation (Parking 
Structure). 
c Residential solid waste generation factor based on a rate of 12.23 pounds per household per day (or 2.23 tons per household 
per year), pursuant to the L.A. City CEQA Thresholds Guide. 
d Includes square footage of all guestrooms, private amenities & other uses, shared guest/public amenities, and hotel meeting 
spaces. 
e Total retail square footage for all three components.  
f Total restaurant square footage for all three components.  
g Total restaurant square footage for all three components. 

During operation, as indicated in Table 2, the Modified Project would generate an 
estimated 1,592 tons of Class Ill solid waste, resulting in an estimated 761 tons be disposed of at 
a Class Ill landfill after the 50-percent diversion (PDF L.3-3). This is substantially less than the 
solid waste total amount of 932 tons that would be generated by the Original Project. The County 
will continue to address landfill capacity through the preparation of annual CIWMPs. In addition, 
the CIWMP 2020 Annual Report (published in 2021) indicates that the City has more than 
adequate Class Ill disposal capacity through 2034 (the planning horizon of the CIWMPs). 17 
Furthermore, because the Certified EIR was prepared prior to the adoption of SB 341, which 
increased required diversion by local jurisdictions to 75 percent starting in 2020, the development 
of the Modified Project would generate less solid waste than originally anticipated for the Original 
Project. For all these reasons, the operational impacts of the Modified Project on solid waste 
disposal facilities would be less than the Original Project and would be less-than-significant.  

Lastly, like the Original Project, the Modified Project would comply with all applicable solid 
waste regulations, including the City's Green Building Ordinance, the City’s Solid Waste 
Integrated Resources Plan (SWIRP), the City of Los Angeles General Plan Framework Element 
or the Curbside Recycling Program. Based on the above, the Modified Project would not create 
any new significant impacts related to solid waste and, similar to the Original Project, impacts 
would be less-than-significant.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

No substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the 
project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement 
of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously 
identified significant effects related to utilities. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

 
17  https://dpw.lacounty.gov/epd/swims/ShowDoc.aspx?id=16231&hp=yes&type=PDF 



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 101 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to utilities and service systems. No substantial changes in the environment related to utilities and 
service systems have occurred since certification of the Certified EIR, and no substantial new 
utilities or service systems have been identified within the vicinity of the Modified Project that 
would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified 
Project would not result in any new or substantially more severe impacts related to utilities and 
service systems, a review of new or additional feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

The following PDFs set forth in the Certified EIR to address utility impacts shall be 
implemented as part of the Modified Project. 

Project Design Feature L.1-1:  The Project design shall incorporate the following design 
features to support water conservation: 

• High-efficiency toilets with flush volume of 1.06 gallons of water 
per flush or less throughout the Project Site. 

• Waterless urinals (for all public restrooms throughout the 
Project Site). 

• Showerheads with flow rate of 1.5 gallons per minute or less. 

• Install a meter on the pool make-up line so water use can be 
monitored and leaks can be identified and repaired 

• Leak detection system for swimming pools and Jacuzzi, or other 
comparable spa equipment introduced on-site. 

• Water-saving pool filter. 

• Pool/spa recirculating filtration equipment. 

• Drip/subsurface irrigation (micro irrigation). 

• Micro-spray. 

• Domestic Water Heating System to be located in close proximity 
to point(s) of use. 

• Proper hydro-zoning (group plants with similar water 
requirements together). 

• Zoned irrigation. 

• Landscape contouring to minimize precipitation runoff 

• Drought-tolerant plants-23 percent of total landscaping. 

• Infiltration using a drywell and detention system to capture, 
store, and treat stormwater for a drainage area of approximately 
4.42 acres. 

Project Design Feature L.3-1:  Building materials with a minimum of 10 percent recycled-
content shall be used for the construction of the Project. 

Project Design Feature L.3-2:  During construction, the Project shall implement a construction 
waste management plan to recycle and/or salvage a minimum 
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of 75 percent of non-hazardous construction debris or minimize 
the generation of construction waste to 2.5 pounds per square 
foot of building floor area. 

Project Design Feature L.3-3:  During operation, the Project shall have a solid waste diversion 
rate of at least 50 percent, pursuant to the City of Los Angeles 
Solid Waste Management Policy Plan, which was adopted by 
the City to comply with AB 939. The Project shall adopt current 
available recycling practices, including off-site sorting of waste 
by third-party vendors, permitted by the LAMC to achieve a 
minimum diversion of 50 percent. 

  



Addendum to the EIR for the 3900 Fig Project 

3900 Fig Project 103 City of Los Angeles 
Addendum to the EIR  October 2022 

7.1.20 Wildfire 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination 
in the Certified 

EIR 

Do Proposed 
Changes 

Involve New 
Significant 
Impacts or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

WILDFIRE. If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard 
severity zones, would the project: 

a) Substantially impair an adopted 
emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

Not 
Analyzed 

No No No No 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and 
other factors, exacerbate wildfire 
risks, and thereby expose project 
occupants to, pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

Not 
Analyzed 

No No No No 

c) Require the installation or 
maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that 
may exacerbate fire risk or that may 
result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

Not 
Analyzed 

No No No No 

d) Expose people or structures to 
significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding 
or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? 

Not 
Analyzed 

No No No No 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Certified EIR for the Approved Project did not evaluate the specific wildfire questions 
listed above as they were not included in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines at the time of 
preparation. However, information regarding emergency response plans, fire risk, and hazards 
were addressed within other sections of the Certified EIR including the Initial Study, which is 
included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR and Section IV.F, Hazards and Hazardous Materials of 
the Certified EIR. 

 a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

Less-than-Significant Impact Impacts related to the impairment of an adopted 
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan are analyzed in Section IV.F, Hazards 
and Hazardous Materials of the Certified EIR. As discussed in the Certified EIR, the Original 
Project would not interfere with the implementation of such plans, and the impacts would be less-
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than-significant. The Modified Project would be constructed within the same Project Site with the 
same boundaries as the Original Project and similar to the Original Project, would not alter existing 
lane configurations along Figueroa Street or construct any barriers that would impede emergency 
response within and in the vicinity of the Project Site. Therefore, similar to the Original Project, 
the Modified Project would not interfere with the implementation of an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Consistent with the Certified EIR, impacts of the 
Modified Project would be less-than-significant. 

 Questions b) through d) – Wildfires: 

No Impact. Risks associated with wildland fires are addressed in including the Initial 
Study, which is included as Appendix A of the Draft EIR. As indicated, the Project Site is located 
in a heavily urbanized area of Los Angeles and is not located near wildlands or other vegetated 
natural open areas such that the Project would not subject people or structures to a significant 
risk of loss, injury, or death as a result of exposure to wildland fires. The Modified Project would 
be constructed within the same Project Site with the same boundaries as the Original Project and 
similar to the Original Project, would not subject people or structures to a significant risk of loss, 
injury, or death as a result of exposure to wildland fires. Thus, no impacts related to wildland fires 
would occur with the Modified Project. 

Do Proposed Changes Involve New Significant Impacts or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

As indicated above, impacts related to wildfires are not specifically analyzed in the 
Certified EIR. However, impacts related to the impairment of an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan, and to wildland fires are discussed in the Certified EIR. Based 
on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which 
the project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to wildfire.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

As indicated above, impacts related to wildfires are not specifically analyzed in the 
Certified EIR. However, impacts related to the impairment of an adopted emergency response 
plan or emergency evacuation plan, and to wildland fires are discussed in the Certified EIR. Based 
on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which 
the project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the 
involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of 
previously identified significant effects related to wildfire. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to wildfire impacts. No substantial changes in the environment have occurred since certification 
of the Certified EIR, and no new wildfire conditions have been identified within the vicinity of the 
Modified Project that would result in new or more severe significant environmental impacts. 
Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any new or substantially more severe impacts 
related to wildfire, a review of feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 
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None. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project will not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR. 
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7.1.21 Cumulative Impacts 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

The Certified EIR included an examination of the effects of cumulative development in the 
downtown Los Angeles area through the year 2020. The following cumulative impacts were 
determined to be significant and unavoidable: aesthetics (operation), cultural resources (historical 
resources), noise (construction- and operation-related), and traffic (operation-related). PDFs and 
mitigation measures identified in the Certified EIR would reduce some of these impacts, but not 
to less-than-significant levels. 

While the specific geographic context for the cumulative impact analysis of each of the 
issues addressed above may vary, many types of impacts, particularly those related to 
construction, are typically localized and thus largely limited to the immediate vicinity. In each of 
the analyses provided above, impacts associated with the Modified Project would be within the 
envelope of impacts evaluated in the Certified EIR, and as such, the Modified Project's 
contribution to potential cumulative impacts would lower than or remain unchanged from those 
previously evaluated. Accordingly, the Modified Project would not result in any new significant 
cumulative impacts, nor would it substantially increase the severity of any significant cumulative 
impacts previously identified in the Certified EIR. 

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

Although incremental development has occurred within the vicinity of the Project Site, such 
development has largely occurred in a manner that is consistent with the Community Plan and 
the cumulative development previously anticipated and analyzed within the Certified EIR. There 
are no substantial changes to the environmental setting which would alter the determinations of 
the Certified EIR with respect to buildout of the Project area or relative to cumulative impacts. As 
such, there are no new circumstances involving new significant cumulative impacts or 
substantially more severe cumulative impacts than previously analyzed in the Certified EIR. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to cumulative impacts. While ongoing development throughout the general Project area has taken 
place, no substantial changes in the environment affecting this analysis have occurred since 
certification of the Certified EIR. Finally, the Modified Project would not result in any new or 
substantially more severe cumulative impacts, and a review of feasible mitigation measures is not 
required. 

Certified EIR’s PDFs and/or Mitigation Measures Addressing Impacts 

As indicated above, the Modified Project would implement the previously adopted 
mitigation measures set forth in the Certified EIR, as applicable. Accordingly, Project-specific  
impacts would be reduced to the maximum extent possible, thus reducing the Modified Project's 
contribution to cumulative impacts. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above, the Modified Project would not result in any of the conditions set forth 
in PRC Section 21166(c) or CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162 or 15163 that would require the 
preparation of a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR.  
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7.1.22 Mandatory Findings of Significance 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 
Issues (and Supporting Information 
Sources) 

Impact 
Determination in the 

Certified EIR 

Do 
Proposed 
Changes 
Involve 

New 
Significant 
Impacts or 
Substantial

ly More 
Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Circumstances 
Involving New 

Significant 
Impact or 

Substantially 
More Severe 

Impacts? 

Any New 
Information 
Requiring 

New 
Analysis or 
Verification

? 

Certified 
EIR’s PDFs 

and/or 
Mitigation 
Measures 

Addressing 
Impacts 

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE. Does the project: 

a) Have the potential to substantially 
degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce 
the habitat of a fish or wildlife 
species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the 
number or restrict the range of a 
rare or endangered plant or animal 
or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California 
history or prehistory? 

Significant and 
Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

b) Have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the 
incremental effects of a project are 
considerable when viewed in 
connection with the effects of past 
projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects)? 

Significant and 
Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

c) Have environmental effects which 
will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

Significant and 
Unavoidable 

No No No Yes 

Impact Analysis in the Certified EIR 

 a) Have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 
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 b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? ("Cumulatively considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, 
the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)? 

 c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse 
effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

The environmental issues addressed in the Mandatory Findings of Significance were 
analyzed in a combination of the Initial Study and the Draft EIR of the Certified EIR. As 
summarized above, the Original Project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts with 
respect to aesthetics (operation), cultural resources (historical resources), noise (cumulative 
construction and operation), and traffic (operation-related). Project Design Features and 
mitigation measures identified in the Certified EIR would reduce some of these impacts, but not 
to less-than-significant levels. As such, the Original Project's significant impacts would have the 
potential to degrade the quality of the environment, cause cumulatively considerable impacts, and 
result in environmental effects which would cause substantial adverse effects on human beings.  

Like the Original Project, and as evaluated in the analyses throughout this EIR Addendum, 
the Modified Project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts with respect to, aesthetics 
(operation), cultural resources (historical resources), noise (cumulative construction and 
operation), and traffic (operation). As such, similar to the Original Project, the Modified Project's 
significant impacts would have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, cause 
cumulatively considerable impacts, and result in environmental effects which would cause 
substantial adverse effects on human beings. However, these impacts would be the same or less 
than those identified for the Original Project in the Certified EIR; and the Modified Project would 
neither create any new significant impacts nor result in a substantial increase in a previously 
identified significant impact.  

Any New Circumstances Involving New Significant Impact or Substantially More 
Severe Impacts? 

Based on the above, no substantial changes would occur with respect to the 
circumstances under which the project is undertaken that will require major revisions of the 
Certified EIR due to the involvement of new significant environmental effects or a substantial 
increase in the severity of previously identified significant effects related to the environmental 
topics covered in the Mandatory Findings of Significance. 

Any New Information Requiring New Analysis or Verification? 

There is no new information of substantial importance that has become available relative 
to the environmental topics covered in the Mandatory Findings of Significance. No substantial 
changes in the environment have occurred since certification of the Certified EIR beyond those 
contemplated therein, and no new conditions relative to the environmental topics covered in the 
Mandatory Findings of Significance have been identified that would result in new or more severe 
significant environmental impacts. Finally, as the Modified Project would not result in any new or 
substantially more severe impacts related to the environmental topics covered in the Mandatory 
Findings of Significance, a review of feasible mitigation measures is not required. 

Addendum Conclusion 
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As demonstrated by the discussion above, impacts associated with the Modified Project 
would be similar to or less than the impacts addressed in the Certified EIR. No substantial 
changes would occur with respect to the circumstances under which the Modified Project is 
undertaken that will require major revisions of the Certified EIR due to the involvement of new 
significant environmental effects or a substantial increase in the severity of previously identified 
significant effects. In addition, no new information of substantial importance has become available 
relative to any of the environmental topic categories that would result in new or more severe 
significant environmental impacts. In addition, the applicable mitigation measures included as part 
of the Certified EIR would continue to be implemented under the Modified Project.  

As all of the impacts of the Modified Project would be within the envelope of impacts 
analyzed in the Certified EIR, none of the conditions described in PRC Section 21166 and CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15162 and 15163 requiring a Supplemental or Subsequent EIR would occur. 
Additionally, there are no known mitigation measures or Project alternatives that were previously 
considered infeasible but are now considered feasible that would substantially reduce one or more 
significant effects on the environment identified in the Certified EIR. Therefore, the Modified 
Project would not create any potential adverse impacts beyond those evaluated in the Certified 
EIR. As such, the preparation of an addendum that amends the Project Description in the Certified 
EIR to include the Modified Project is appropriate and fully complies with the requirements of PRC 
Section 21166 and CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162, 15163, and 15164. 




