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November 6, 2014
NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT AND PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING
CASE NO.: ENV-2014-2735-EIR
PROJECT NAME: Academy Square
PROJECT APPLICANT: KR Academy, LLC
PROJECT LOCATION/ADDRESS: 1335-1357 N. Vine Street; 1338-1352 N. Ivar
Avenue; 6331-6355 Homewood Avenue; 6314-6372 De Longpre Avenue
COMMUNITY PLANNING AREA: Hollywood
COUNCIL DISTRICT: 13 – Mitch O’Farrell
DUE DATE FOR PUBLIC COMMENTS: December 5, 2014. See more information
below.
SCOPING MEETING: November 20, 2014. See more information below.
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15082,
after the Lead Agency decides an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required for a
project, a Notice of Preparation (NOP) describing the project and its potential environmental
effects shall be prepared. You are being notified of the City of Los Angeles’ intent, as Lead
Agency, to prepare an EIR for this project, which is located in an area of interest to you
and/or the organization or agency you represent. This EIR will be prepared by outside
consultants and submitted to the Department of City Planning, Environmental Analysis
Section, for independent review and certification.
The Department of City Planning requests your comments as to the scope and content of the
EIR. Comments must be submitted in writing pursuant to directions below. If you represent
an agency, the City is seeking comments as to the scope and content of the environmental
information in the document which is germane to your agency's statutory responsibilities in
connection with the Academy Square Project (the “Project”). Agencies will need to use the
EIR prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval for the Project.

The purpose of the Scoping Meeting is to receive input from the public as to what potential
environmental impacts and alternatives the EIR should study. No decisions about the Project
are made at the Scoping Meeting. The Project description, location, and the potential
environmental effects identified thus far are set forth in this document. Also included below
are the date, time, and location of the Scoping Meeting that will be held in order to solicit
input regarding the content of the Draft EIR.
The Scoping Meeting is in an open house format. THIS IS NOT THE REQUIRED
PUBLIC HEARING FOR MUNICIPAL CODE ENTITLEMENT REQUESTS which
will be scheduled after the completion of the EIR. The environmental file is available for
review at the Department of City Planning, 200 North Spring Street, Room 750, Los
Angeles, CA 90012. A copy of the Initial Study prepared for the Project is not attached but
may be viewed online at http://planning.lacity.org by clicking the “Environmental” tab, then
“Notice of Preparation & Public Scoping Meetings”.
PROJECT LOCATION: The Project site consists of one full city block comprising
approximately 3.55 acres bounded by Vine Street to the east, De Longpre Avenue to the
north, Ivar Avenue to the west, and Homewood Avenue to the south in Hollywood (see
Figure 1, Regional Vicinity and Project Location). The Project Site is relatively flat and is
developed with three single-story commercial buildings (approximately 42,763 square feet of
floor area), a surface parking area, and a lawn area. The Project Site includes 12 legal lots
from Tract 3499, comprising approximately 78,952 square feet (collectively the “Western
Lots”) and 8 legal lots from the Colegrove Tract, comprising approximately 75,710 square
feet (collectively the “Eastern Lots”), totaling approximately 154,662 square feet.
The land uses within the general vicinity of the Project Site are characterized by a mix of
low- to high-intensity commercial, institutional, and residential uses, which vary widely in
building style and time period of construction. The area surrounding the Project Site is
relatively flat and is developed with commercial land uses, including high-rise office and
hotels along Sunset Boulevard, restaurants, and parking structures. The Project Site is located
to the south of several notable sites on Sunset Boulevard, such as the Cinerama Dome,
Arclight Hollywood Cinemas, Los Angeles Film School, Hollywood Palladium, CNN, and
Amoeba Music. The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences’ Pickford Center for
Motion Picture Study is located to the south of the Project Site, across Homewood Avenue.
A six-story parking structure is located directly north of the Project Site, across De Longpre
Avenue. A single-story automotive repair business is located to the west of the Project Site,
across Ivar Avenue. A variety of single-story commercial land uses are located to the east of
the Project Site, across Vine Street.
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Project would involve the demolition of the existing
buildings and construction of an approximately 498,599-square-foot1 mixed-use project
containing offices, residences, retail/restaurant space, a grocery store, and possible hotel
rooms, with associated parking (see Figure 2, Conceptual Ground Floor Site Plan). The
Project would include approximately 282,800 square feet of office, ground-floor
retail/restaurant, and grocery store land uses in three four-story buildings. The Project would
also include an approximately 215,799-square-foot 23-story residential tower containing up
to 250 apartments, and possibly up to 100 hotel rooms, in lieu of up to 50 apartments. The
1

Estimated proposed building area is net floor area.

residential portion of the Project would also include a gym, a pool, and public and private
open space. The Project would include approximately 1,349 parking spaces.
REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS: The Project Applicant is requesting ministerial and
discretionary approvals as part of the Project, including without limitation: (1) Site Plan
Review; (2) Vesting Tentative Tract Map; (3) Master Conditional Use Permit for alcohol
sales; (4) Conditional Use Permit to allow floor area averaging in a unified development; (5)
Conditional Use Permit to allow a hotel within 500 feet of an R zone; (6) haul route permit;
(7) demolition, grading, excavation, and building permits; (8) tree removal permit; and (9)
other permits, ministerial or discretionary, may be necessary in order to execute and
implement the project. Such approvals may include, but are not limited to: landscaping
approvals, exterior approvals, permits for driveway curb cuts, storm water discharge permits,
and installation and hookup approvals for public utilities and related permits.
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:
Aesthetics, Air
Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use
Planning,
Noise,
Population
and
Housing,
Public
Services,
Recreation,
Transportation/Traffic, and Utilities.
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING: A public scoping meeting in an open house format will
be held to receive public comment regarding the scope and content of the environmental
analysis to be included in the Draft EIR. City staff, environmental consultants and project
representatives will be available, but no formal presentation is scheduled. You may attend at
any time between 6:00 pm and 8:00 pm to view materials, ask questions, and provide
comments. The Department of City Planning encourages all interested individuals and
organizations to attend this meeting. The location, date, and time of the public scoping
meeting for this Project are as follows:
Date:

Thursday, November 20, 2014

Time:

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Arrive any time between 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. to speak one-onone with City staff and Project consultants.

Location:

Sunset Media Tower, 1st Floor
6255 Sunset Boulevard
Hollywood, CA 90028
No-cost validated parking will be provided in the building. The
entrance to the parking garage is from Argyle Avenue, between
Sunset Boulevard and Selma Avenue

The enclosed materials reflect the current scope of the Project (subject to change). The
Department of City Planning welcomes and will consider all written comments regarding
potential environmental impacts of the Project and issues to be addressed in the EIR.
Written comments must be submitted to this office no later than 4 p.m. on December 5,
2014. Written comments will also be accepted at the public scoping meeting described
above.
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