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IV.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 
E.  HISTORIC RESOURCES 

INTRODUCTION 

The Hillcrest Christian School Initial Study/MND, dated October 1999, previously addressed potential 
impacts on cultural resources, which encompasses architectural and historical resources.  The Initial 
Study assessment included a cultural resources records search request from the UCLA Institute of 
Archaeology.1  No known historic or cultural resources were found to be recorded on or adjacent to the 
project site.  The cultural resources records search did, however, identify three prehistoric 
archaeological sites and one isolated find within one mile of the project site and recommended that a 
Phase I Archaeological survey be performed on the subject property.  Accordingly, a Phase I 
Archaeological Survey was conducted for the subject property.  However, the Phase I Archaeological 
Assessment revealed no occurrences of archaeological or culturally significant resources on or adjacent 
to the subject property.2  Based on this initial assessment, the project’s impacts upon historic or cultural 
resources were determined to be less than significant.  The Phase I Archaeological Survey and UCLA 
records search results are incorporated in Appendix E to this Draft EIR. 

During the Notice of Preparation (NOP) comment period for the Draft EIR, concerns were raised 
regarding the potential historical significance of the existing structures on the West Campus property.  
Accordingly, additional analysis was performed to investigate the potential historic significance of the 
existing structures on the West Campus property, specifically with regard to their association with the 
Sunshine Ranch Co.  The following information incorporates the findings and conclusions of the 
Historic Resources Report conducted for the West Campus site by Teresa Grimes, Historic 
Preservation, dated April 2001.  A complete copy of the Historic Resources Report is included in 
Appendix E to this Draft EIR. 

                                              

1  South Central Coastal Information Center, California Historical Resources Information System, of the UCLA 
Institute of Archaeology, September 28, 1998. 

2  Report of Phase I Archaeological Assessment for Hillcrest Christian School Master Plan Project Area, 
Granada Hills, Los Angeles County, California, Carol R. Demcak, Archaeological Resource Management 
Corporation, October 15, 1998. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Historic Context 

Originally inhabited by the Gabrielino Indians, the San Fernando Valley was first seen by Europeans in 
1769 when a Spaniard, Gaspar de Portola, entered the Valley.  Today, the only evidence of habitation 
by Native Americans lies in largely unexplored archaeological resources, and in place names such as 
“Tejunga.”  In 1797, the San Fernando Mission was founded as the seventeenth of the twenty-one 
Franciscan Missions of Alta California.  Until townsites developed in the late 1870s and 1880s, the 
Mission was the center of activity in the Valley. 

In 1846, after secularization of the Missions and before the resolution of the Mexican-American War, 
Governor Pio Pico sold 116,858 acres of Valley land to Eulogia de Celis for a ranch known thereafter 
as Rancho Ex-Mission San Fernando.  The sale of the Valley was intended to finance Mexico’s war 
with the United States in California.  In 1847, however, the Mexican cause was lost and General 
Andreas Pico signed capitulation papers at the Campo de Cahuenga.  

After the resolution of the Mexican-American War, California became a territory of the United States 
and was made a state in 1850.  In 1854, General Andreas Pico bought an undivided one-half interest in 
the Rancho.  While de Celis lived in the Pueblo de Los Angeles almost continually, Pico built a home 
near the old Mission and spent much time there.  In 1855, a United States District Court upheld de 
Celis’ claim to the Rancho, and in 1869 Pico and de Celis’ sold the 59,500 acres that comprised the 
south half of their land to a syndicate which included Isaac Lankershim and Isaac Newton Van Nuys.  
The north half was sold three years later to three gentlemen from San Francisco:  Charles Maclay, 
George Porter, and Benjamin Porter, the later two being cousins.  By 1876, much of former the Ex-
Mission Rancho had become a giant wheat field.  Maclay subdivided the townsite of San Fernando at 
the northern terminus of the railway line in Southern California.  In 1876, the San Fernando tunnel was 
completed, thereby allowing for the railway connection of San Francisco and Los Angeles. 

In the early 1880s, the three men divided their property.  Maclay took 20,000 acres on the north side of 
the railroad tracks, while George Porter took 20,000 acres on the lower side.  Benjamin Porter’s share 
was centered around the current community of Chatsworth.  George Porter’s ranch was sold for 
subdivision purposes in 1888, but most of it came back to him with the collapse of the real estate boom 
in 1889.  Those who had put money into the syndicate retained stock in the ranch, which did business 
from that time on as the Porter Land and Water Company.  16,000 acres of the ranch was sold in 1905 
to the San Fernando Mission Land Company, which subsequently subdivided the land into fruit and 
vegetable farms. 



City of Los Angeles EIR No. 99-0421(CU)(ZV)(ZAA)  June 21, 2001 

 

 

 

Hillcrest Christian School and Church West Campus Expansion Plan IV.E.  Historic Resources 

Draft Environmental Impact Report  Page 129 
 
 

The availability and distribution of water for agricultural and residential purposes was of primary 
importance to the settlers of the Valley.  Consequently, most of Valley was annexed to the City of Los 
Angeles in 1915 to take advantage of the water supplied by the Owens Valley Aqueduct, which was 
completed in 1913.  

Martin H. Moiser, who had made a fortune in the oil business in Pennsylvania and Oklahoma, moved 
to Los Angeles in 1910 and established the Sunshine Company.  In 1917, the Sunshine Company 
purchased 4,200 acres from the San Fernando Mission Land Company.  The land was called the 
Sunshine Ranch, which was quickly planted primarily with citrus fruits.  Fields of grain and alfalfa 
were cultivated as well, and cattle, hogs and poultry were also raised.  The three houses which stand 
today at 17551 Rinaldi Street, 11515 Shoshone Avenue, and 11525 Shoshone Avenue were constructed 
as bunkhouses for the Sunshine Ranch in 1917.  Most of the Ranch was sold to the Los Angeles 
Suburban Homes Company in 1925 and subdivided as home sites.  The first house was built in the 
community, known as the Sunshine Ranch, in 1926 at the corner of White Oak and Kingsbury.  The 
following year a contest was held to pick a new name for the community.  Granada was chosen, but 
renamed Granada Hills in 1942 to avoid confusion with a town by the same name in Northern 
California. 

The California Trust Company purchased a portion of the Ranch north of Rinaldi Street in 1928.  
Robert McEwan purchased a portion of that land, legal described as Tract #8615, Lot 1 in 1933.  Lot 1 
was bounded by Yarmouth and Shoshone Avenues and approximately 475 feet north from Rinaldi 
Street.  It is not known how the land was used or improved during this period.  In 1940, Lot 1 was sold 
to the California Bank, which subdivided and resold it in a matter of a few short years.  The three 
bunkhouses were divided into separate properties which were purchased by different individuals in 
1942.  Presumably at this point in time the bunkhouses were converted into single family residences.  
The three properties changes hands several times in the ensuing years, and were purchased by the 
Hillcrest Christian School and Church in 1997. 

Physical Description 

The West Campus is occupied by three main buildings, with associated ancillary buildings, which were 
constructed as bunkhouses for the Sunshine Ranch Company in 1917.  All three main buildings face 
Shoshone and appear to have been converted from bunkhouses into single-family residences in the 
1940s.  The three main residences are identified as 17551 Rinaldi Street, 11515 Shoshone Avenue, and 
11525 Shoshone Avenue.  The houses share a common setback from the street and are similar in 
height, scale, massing, and fenestration.  A variety of mature and adolescent trees are randomly 
situated about the yards, which are otherwise devoid of landscaping.  Secondary buildings such as 
barns, chicken coops, and garages are located behind the main houses.  Backyards are generally 
covered with hardscape materials such as concrete and brick. 
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All three residential houses were inspected by Teresa Grimes, Historic Preservationist in August 2000.  
The following discussion provides a narrative description of the physical condition of each house at the 
time of inspection: 

17551 Rinaldi Street   

One-story in height, the house at 17551 Rinaldi Street has a wood frame sheathed in clapboard.  
Generally, the house has a long rectangular shape.  A low-pitched roof extends over the porch, which 
wraps around the front (east), south, and a portion of the north side of the house.  Plain wood posts 
support the overhang of the roof.  Rafters are exposed in the soffit of the overhang.  On the west and 
north elevations, the roof has overhanging eaves.  The porch is at the same level of the yard and is 
paved with concrete.  Doors and windows are symmetrically arranged across the primary (east) 
elevation.  Each of the three wood doors are flanked by wood-framed windows.  The identical doors 
have lights in the upper halves, and narrow panels below.  Windows are one-over-one double-hung 
sash, and are found on the other elevations as well.  A simple wood molding surrounds the windows 
and doors.  On the south elevation, a brick chimney pierces the roof of the porch and is flanked by 
windows set in pairs.  

A variety of alterations have been made to the house since it was constructed in 1917, however, only 
minor changes have been made to the primary (east) elevation.  The screen doors mounted over the 
three original entrances are of no consequence to the physical integrity of the house.  The north end of 
the porch has been enclosed with vertical wood boards and screens, which could be easily removed.  In 
terms of the exterior, the most significant changes have been made to the rear (west) elevation.  It 
appears that the porch may have originally continued across the rear elevation, and that the middle 
portion was subsequently enclosed to create a kitchen.  This portion is sheathed with clapboard, like the 
rest of the house, but the windows are steel casements and louvers.  The far north end of the rear 
elevation may have been enclosed or altered on a separate occasion as it is sheathed in a different 
material.  The interior of the house retains some original partition walls, doors, and molding.  It should 
be noted that the City did not have any pre-1950 building permit records for the property, so the dates 
these alterations occurred is unknown. 

A chicken coop and a garage sit behind the main house.  The chicken coop is a small, wood-framed 
structure covered with narrow clapboard.  It appear to have been constructed prior to World War II.  
The garage is also a wood-framed structure.  It has a low-pitched, side-facing gabled roof with 
overhanging eaves.  Vertical wood siding covers the garage, as well as the door.  A shed-roofed 
addition was made to the north side of the garage.  The sides of the addition are clad with vertical wood 
boards.  The front appears to have been remodeled in the late 1940s and features a shake-covered 
awning supported by decorative brackets.  Steel casement windows and a door are set on the front.  The 
original use of the addition is not known. 
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11515 Shoshone Avenue   

The house at 11515 Shoshone Avenue has been substantially altered.  The long rectangular shape of the 
house is covered by a low-pitched, side gabled roof.  The wood-framed structure is sheathed in board 
and batten siding.  The roof has overhanging eaves and extends over a porch, which covers the full 
length of the primary (east) elevation.  The porch is characterized by exposed rafters, plain wood posts, 
and decorative brackets.  Sitting slightly above grade, the porch is paved with non-original clay tiles.  
Three doors open onto the porch.  At the far north end of the elevation is a non-original picture 
window.  Original windows, doors and moldings throughout the house have been replaced.  A brick 
chimney is located in the center of the north elevation.  It appears from the change in the roof structure 
that an addition was made to the north end of the rear elevation.  A wide covered porch supported by 
plain wood posts extends along the remaining portion.  

It appears that the interior of the house was remodeled in the late 1940s, which may have been when it 
was converted from a bunkhouse.  The main living space features knotty pine walls.  Original features 
such as moldings, doors, and cabinetry have all been removed.  It should be noted that the City did not 
have any pre-1950 building permit records for the property, so the extent and date of alterations is 
unknown. 

The backyard has been paved with bricks and includes a pergola and a barn.  It is assumed that the barn 
was constructed at the same time as the house, or soon thereafter.  It has a concrete foundation and a 
wood frame covered with vertical wood siding.  A traditional barn door is located on the east elevation.  
Windows and moldings appear to be original, but are more typical of Craftsman-style residences.  They 
are wood-framed casements with divided lights in the upper portions.  

11525 Shoshone Avenue  

The house at 11525 Shoshone Avenue is a one-story wood-framed structure sheathed in clapboard.  The 
long rectangular plan is covered by a low-pitched side-facing gabled roof, which projects over a porch.  
Spanning the entire length of the primary (east) elevation, the porch roof is supported by simple wood 
posts with decorative brackets.  Rafters are exposed in the soffit of the porch roof and the overhanging 
eaves on the other elevations.  The south end of the primary (east) elevation appears to be original, 
while the north end appears to have been altered in the 1940s.  On the south end, there are two wood 
doors with full-length multipaned lights.  Wood-framed casement windows are position to each side and 
between the two doors.  On the north end there is a solid wood door, split horizontally, two large 
picture windows, and two multipaned, wood-framed casement windows.  Except for the two picture 
windows, the window and door molding is consistently plain wood.  Lintels have slight overhangs.  
Windows and doors on the side and rear elevations appear to date from the 1940s and consist of 
multipaned wood-framed units, either fixed or pivoting.  A brick chimney is located on the rear 
elevation, which has a recessed porch in the center.  A frame and roof remain from what appears to 
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have been a screened patio.  The interior of the house was not inspected.  By peering in the windows, 
however, it appeared to have been remodeled in the 1940s.  The City does not have any pre-1950 
building permit records for the house, so the date and extent of the alterations is unknown.  

North of the main house are two ancillary buildings, a garage and a cottage.  Building permit records 
indicate that they were both constructed in 1941.  The garage has a wood frame sheathed in clapboard 
and a front-facing gabled roof.  The cottage is also a wood-framed building with a gabled roof and 
clapboard siding.  The cottage sits high on a concrete foundation.  Two concrete steps lead to a door 
centered on the north elevation.  A gabled hood projects over the door, which has a light in the upper 
third.  A storage closet has been attached to the east elevation. 

Regulatory Setting  

National Register of Historic Places 

The National Register is “an authoritative guide to be used by federal, state, and local governments, 
private groups and citizens to identify the nation's cultural resources and to indicate what properties 
should be considered for protection from destruction or impairment.”  To be eligible for listing in the 
National Register, a property must be at least fifty years of age and possess significance in American 
history and culture, architecture, or archaeology.  A property of potential significance must meet one or 
more of four established criteria:  

• Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our 
history; or 

• Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

• Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or that 
represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that represent a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

• Yield, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

 

According to National Register Bulletin 15, “to be eligible for listing in the National Register, a 
property must not only be shown to be significant under National Register criteria, but it also must have 
integrity.”  Integrity is defined in National Register Bulletin 15 as “the ability of a property to convey 
its significance.”  Within the concept of integrity, the National Register recognizes seven aspects or 
qualities that in various combinations define integrity.  They are feeling, association, workmanship, 
location, design, setting, and materials. 
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California Register of Historical Resources 

In 1992, Governor Wilson signed AB 2881 into law establishing the California Register.  The 
California Register is an authoritative guide used by state and local agencies, private groups and 
citizens to identify historic resources and to indicate what properties are to be protected, to the extent 
prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse change.  The criteria for eligibility of listing in the 
California Register are based upon National Register criteria, but are identified as 1-4 instead of A-D.  
The California Register consists of properties that are listed automatically and those that must be 
nominated through an application and public hearing process.  The California Register automatically 
includes the following: 

• California properties listed in the National Register and those formally Determined Eligible for 
the National Register. 

• California Registered Historical Landmarks from No. 0770 onward. 

• Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the Office of Historic 
Preservation (OHP) and have been recommended to the State Historical Resources Commission 
for inclusion on the California Register. 

Other resources which may be nominated to the California Register include: 

• Historic resources with a OHP significance rating of Category 3 through 5.  (Categories 3 and 
4 refer to potential eligibility to the National Register, while Category 5 indicates a property 
with local significance.) 

• Individual historic resources. 

• Historic resources contributing to historic districts. 

• Historic resources designated or listed as a local landmark or designated under any local 
ordinance. 

While the enabling legislation for the California Register is less rigorous with regard to the issue of 
integrity, there is certainly the expectation that properties reflect their appearance during their period of 
significance. 

The residence at 17551 Rinaldi Street is considered significant under California Register Criterion A as 
it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local 
history.  The historical significance of the property lies in the context of the agricultural development of 
the San Fernando Valley, and specifically the community of Granada Hills.  

Agriculture was the primary industry of the Valley from the Mission period until residential 
development consumed the last vestiges of farmland in the 1940s and 1950s.  During the Mission and 
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early Rancho periods, the Valley was primarily grazing land for sheep and cattle.  In 1874, Issacc 
Newton Van Nuys planted the first wheat crop in the Valley.  Thereafter wheat farming became the 
primary agricultural activity.  With the approaching completion of the Los Angeles Aqueduct in 1913, 
it became apparent that irrigated crops would yield a higher rate of return than dry crops such as wheat.  
Beginning in 1909, the Valley was subdivided into smaller farms such as the Sunshine Ranch.  With the 
subdivision of the land and the opening of the Aqueduct, agricultural activities in the Valley became 
more diversified.  Groves of fruit and nut trees were planted.  Field crops such as lima beans, alfalfa, 
vegetables, and sugar beets were cultivated.  Large poultry farms and dairies were also important 
agricultural activities crucial to the economic development of the Valley.   

The three bunkhouses from the Sunshine Ranch are rare example of the types of farm buildings 
constructed in the Valley during the early part of the twentieth century.  During the Mission and early 
Rancho periods most of the residential buildings were constructed of adobe.  The Andreas Pico Adobe 
in Mission Hills is an example of an early residential building.  Pico was one of the few ranchers who 
actually lived on his property.  Constructed in 1834, his house is designated Los Angeles Historic-
Cultural Monument #7.  Later farmhouses were constructed of wood and recalled vernacular 
architecture of the East and Midwest.  Larger farms, such as the Sunshine Ranch, included farmhouses 
for the superintendents as well as bunkhouses for works and other structures associated with 
agricultural activities.  An aerial photograph of the Sunshine Ranch taken in 1917 exhibits numerous 
buildings.  All but the three bunkhouses have been demolished. 

Although the main house of 17551 Rinaldi Street has been altered, it retains its integrity of feeling, 
association, workmanship, location, design, and materials.  Only minor changes, which are easily 
reversible, have been made to the primary elevation.  Despite the changes to the rear and the interior, 
the original massing, cladding, roof configuration, fenestration pattern, windows, doors, moldings and 
still evident.  The multiple entrances and porch, important characteristic of bunkhouses, are also intact.  

While the two houses at 11515 and 11525 Shoshone Avenue have the same historic associations, they 
lack the physical integrity required for listing in the California Register.  In the case of the house at 
1515 Shoshone Avenue, it appears that nearly all of the windows, doors, and moldings have been 
replaced.  The house at 11525 Shoshone Avenue has also suffered permanent alterations to fenestration 
on the primary, side and rear elevations.  In contrast to 17551 Rinaldi Street which retains some 
original interior spaces and details, the interior of the other two houses have been substantially 
remodeled and have the feeling of 1940s single family residences.  Of the seven factors of integrity, the 
two houses no longer retain their feeling, association, workmanship, design, and materials. 

City of Los Angeles Cultural Heritage Ordinance 

The Cultural Heritage Ordinance was adopted by the Los Angeles City Council in 1962 and amended in 
1985 (sections 22.120 et. seq. of the Administrative Code).  The Ordinance created a Cultural Heritage 
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Commission and criteria for designating Historic-Cultural Monuments.  The Commission is comprised 
of five citizens, appointed by the Mayor, who have exhibited a knowledge of Los Angeles history, 
culture and architecture.  Section 22.130 of the Ordinance states that a historical or cultural monument, 

“is any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building, or 
structure of particular historical or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles, 
such as historic structures or sites in which broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, or community is reflected or exemplified or which are 
identified with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of 
national, state, or local history, or which embody the distinguishing characteristics of 
an architectural-type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or 
method of construction, or a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his age.” 

Unlike the National and California Registers, the Ordinance makes no mention of concepts such as 
physical integrity or period of significance.  Moreover, properties do not have to reach a minimum age 
requirement, such as fifty years, to be designated as Monuments. 

The house at 17551 Rinaldi Street is eligible for designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural 
Monument for the same reasons stated above.  The house meets the following criteria in the City’s 
Cultural Heritage Ordinance “a building of particular historical or cultural significance to the City of 
Los Angeles, such as historic structures or sites in which broad cultural, political, economic or social 
history of the nation, state, or community is reflected or exemplified.”  While the Ordinance makes no 
references to physical integrity, there is typically the expectation on the part of Cultural Heritage 
Commission and the City Council that buildings continue to reflect their historic associations.  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Threshold of Significance   

As provided by Section 15064.5(a) of the State CEQA Guidelines, the term "historical resources" shall 
include the following:   

• A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 
Commission, for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code 
SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq.); 

• A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in section 5020.1(k) of 
the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical resource survey meeting 
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the requirements section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, shall be presumed to be 
historically or culturally significant.  Public agencies must treat any such resource as significant 
unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally 
significant; 

• Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead agency 
determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, engineering, 
scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of 
California may be considered to be an historical resource, provided the lead agency's 
determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record.  Generally, a 
resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be "historically significant" if the resource 
meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code 
SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4852) including the following:   

• Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
California's history and cultural heritage;   

• Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;   

• Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses high 
artistic values; or   

• Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.   

 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(b): 

“A project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
historical resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment.  
Substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource means physical 
demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings 
such that the significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired.  The 
significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project:   

a) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of 
an historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its inclusion 
in, or eligibility for, inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources; or   
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b) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics that 
account for its inclusion in a local register of historical resources pursuant to section 
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its identification in an historical resources 
survey meeting the requirements of section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, 
unless the public agency reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a 
preponderance of evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant;  
or  

c) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical characteristics of a 
historical resource that convey its historical significance and that justify its eligibility 
for inclusion in the California Register of Historical Resources as determined by a lead 
agency for purposes of CEQA.” 

 

Project Impacts 

The proposed project involves the construction of a 75,000 square foot two-to three-story education 
building, a 124 space surface parking lot, and a grass play area on the West Campus site.  The 
proposed project will require the demolition and removal of all of the residential structures on the West 
Campus property.  As discussed previously in this analysis, the residences at 11515 Shoshone Avenue 
and 11525 Shoshone Avenue are not considered historic resources as they lack the physical integrity 
requisite for listing in the California Register.  As such, the demolition of these structures would not be 
considered a significant impact.   

The residential structure identified at 17551 Rinaldi Street, however, is eligible for listing in the 
California Register as a historic resource under Criteria A.  This structure is also potentially eligible for 
designation as a Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  Under the CEQA Guidelines for 
determining significant impacts upon historic resources, the residence at 17551 Rinaldi Street should be 
considered an historic resource, even though it is not currently listed on any official federal, state, or 
local listings.  Therefore, demolition of this residence would result in a significant impact upon an 
historic resource.  Preservation of this structure in place is not a feasible alternative given the project 
objectives for developing the site and the limited amount of space that is available on the West Campus 
site.  However, should this structure be relocated pursuant to the mitigation measures discussed below, 
the impacts of the proposed project on the historic resource would be reduced to a less than significant 
level.  If this mitigation measure can not be accomplished, and the historic structure is demolished, the 
proposed project would result in a significant impact on the environment.   
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Development of the proposed project in conjunction with the related projects listed in Section III of this 
Draft EIR would result in further development of residential, commercial, office, and school-related 
land uses in the community of Granada Hills.  It is unknown as to whether or not any of the related 
projects would, on their own, result in significant impacts upon historic resources.  Similar to the 
proposed project, such determination would be made on a case-by-case basis.  The proposed project’s 
impact can be reduced to a level of insignificance as discussed under the mitigation measures 
subheading, below.   As such, the project’s impact upon historic resources would be cumulatively 
insignificant as the historic Sunshine Ranch has over time been replaced by residential development.  
While areas of Granada Hills north of Rinaldi Street still possess a rural character, the agricultural 
fields and citrus groves that once characterized Sunshine Ranch no longer exist.  At the present time the 
project site is entirely surrounded by residential development to the north and west, most of which has 
occurred within the past five to seven years.  Cumulative impacts upon historic resources would 
therefore be considered less than significant.   

MITIGATION MEASURES 

The following mitigation measures will reduce the significant adverse impacts on the historic resource 
to a point where no significant effect on the environment would occur.   

1.  Relocation.  The historic resource proposed for demolition shall be made available for relocation in 
accordance with the following conditions:  

• The availability of the building for relocation shall be noticed by posting a sign at the location 
which is visible from the public right-of-way and by advertising in the Los Angeles Times and 
Daily News newspapers.  These forms of notification shall persist at least 60 days. 

• The building shall be made available free of charge. 

• The new site for the building shall be compatible with the original character and use. 

• The building shall retain its historic features and compatibility in orientation, setting, and 
general environment. 

• The rehabilitation of the building shall conform to the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
the Rehabilitation and Guidelines for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings. 

• Plans for the relocation of the building shall be submitted to and evaluated by the City of Los 
Angeles.  
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If the building is not relocated but instead demolished, the following mitigation measure would reduce 
the significant adverse impacts on the historic resource, but not to a point where clearly no significant 
effect on the environment would occur.  Nonetheless, the mitigation measures are important for 
providing the opportunity for the relocation of the historic resource, or at least the recordation of its 
loss for posterity.   

2.  Recordation.  Demolished historic resources shall be documented in a report consistent with 
Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) standards.  The report shall document the significance and 
physical condition of the historic resources proposed for demolition, both historic and current, 
photographs, written data, and text.  The documentation shall include: 

• A brief written historic and descriptive report shall be completed in narrative format, including 
an architectural data form. 

• A site plan on 8" x 11" paper showing the location of the buildings should be included.  This 
site plan shall include a photo-key. 

• A sketch floor plan on 8" x 11" paper shall accompany each architectural data form. 

• Large format (4" x 5" or larger negative size) photographs in accordance with HABS 
guidelines.  Views shall include several contextual views, all exterior elevations, detailed views 
of significant exterior architectural features, and interior views of significant historical 
architectural features or spaces. 

• Field photographs (35mm) based on HABS guidelines.  Views as detailed in large format 
photographs. 

• The report shall include copies or prints of any available original plans and historic 
photographs. 

• Archivally stable reproductions of any available significant historic construction drawings and 
photographs. 

• Archival copies of the documentation shall be submitted to the City of Los Angeles. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

As indicated above, mitigation in the form of relocation would reduce impacts associated with the 
historic structure located at 17551 Rinaldi Street to a less than significant level.  If the conditions in this 
mitigation measure is fulfilled, the historic resource would continue to be eligible for listing in the 
California Register.  While the applicant has indicated its intent to relocate this historic structure, and 
has informally consulted with the San Fernando Valley Historical Society to find a suitable site for 
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relocation, a specific site and mitigation plan has not been formalized.  The decision-makers should 
understand that if relocation of this historic structure is not implemented, a significant and unavoidable 
impact upon an historic resource will occur. 

If the house is not relocated, but rather demolished, the proposed project would result in a negative 
effect on the environment.  Mitigation in the form of recordation would reduce the project’s impact on 
an historic structure, but not to a level of insignificance, as the demolition of significant historic 
resources cannot be mitigated to a less than significant level.   


