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IV.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 
I. PUBLIC SERVICES 

1. POLICE PROTECTION 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) provides police services to the project site and its 
immediate vicinity.  The Devonshire Community Police Station, located at 10250 Etiwanda Avenue in 
the City of Northridge, is the LAPD field station serving the project area.  The Devonshire Area covers 
approximately 53.9 square miles and is bounded by Los Angeles City boundary line and the Golden 
State Freeway (I-5) to the north, Roscoe Boulevard to the south, the San Diego Freeway (405 Fwy) to 
the east, and the Los Angeles City boundary line and Simi Valley/San Fernando Freeway (118 Fwy) to 
the west.  The Devonshire Area has approximately 321 sworn officers and 28 civilian staff deployed 
over three watches.  The location of the field station and the Devonshire Reporting Area are depicted in 
Figure IV.I-1 on page 188.   

The LAPD’s operational statistics are generally reported and analyzed in terms of response time and 
crime rates within the specific Reporting Districts.  As depicted in Figure IV.I-1, the project site is 
within the smaller geographic area of Reporting District (RD) 1706.  The boundaries for RD 1706 are 
generally defined by Sesnon Boulevard and Jolette Avenue to the north, Aliso Canyon Wash to the 
west, Rinaldi Street to the south, and Balboa Boulevard to the east. 

Response time is defined as the total time from when a call requesting assistance is made until the time 
that a police unit responds to the scene.  Calls for police assistance are prioritized based on the nature 
of the call.  Unlike fire protection services, police units are often in a mobile state; hence, actual 
distance between a headquarters facility and the project site is of little relevance.  Instead, the number 
of officers out on the street is more directly related to the realized response time.  The LAPD has a 
preferred response time of 7 minutes to emergency calls.  The average response time to emergency 
calls for service in the Devonshire Area during 1999 was 7.9 minutes.  The Citywide average for that 
year was 6.6 minutes.  

The crime rate, which represents the number of crimes reported, affects the “needs” projection for staff 
and equipment for the LAPD.  To some extent, it is logical to anticipate that the crime rate in a given 
area will increase as the level of activity or population, along with the opportunities for crime, 
intensifies. However, because a number of other factors also contribute to the resultant crime rate such 
as police presences, crime prevention measures, and on-going legislation/funding, the potential for 
increase crime rates is not necessarily directly proportional to increases in land use activity.   
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Figure IV.I-1 Fire and Police Location Map 
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Table IV.I-1 
Crimes by Reporting District of Occurrence  

Type of Crime RD 1706 Devonshire Area Citywide 

Burglary from Business 0 390 4,681 

Burglary from Residence 25 1,126 12,820 

Burglary Other 7 300 4,081 

Street Robbery 1 363 9,213 

Other Robbery 0 304 5,144 

Murder 1 11 435 

Rape 0 93 1,355 

Aggravated Assault 6 1,733 30,967 

Burglary from Vehicle 6 1,487 20,836 

Theft from Vehicle 5 930 16,676 

Grand Theft 6 687 11,357 

Theft from Person 0 21 1,297 

Purse Snatch 0 25 332 

Other Theft 8 2,062 24,174 

Vehicle Theft 7 2,044 26,358 

Bunco 0 6 160 

Total 72 11,582 169,886 

Source: City of Los Angeles Police Department, June 2000.   

 

Table IV.I-1, above, provides crime statistics for the project area as well as Citywide.  According to 
the LAPD, in 1999, the Devonshire Area population was estimated at 245,686.  In 1999, 47 crimes per 
1,000 persons were reported in the Devonshire Area.  The predominant crimes in Devonshire Area 
were aggravated assault, other types of theft, and auto theft.   

According to the LAPD, in 1999, RD 1706 population was estimated at 3,012.  In 1999, 24 crimes per 
1,000 persons were reported in RD 1706.  The predominant crimes in RD 1706 were aggravated 
assault, other types of theft, and auto theft.   



City of Los Angeles EIR No. 99-0421(CU)(ZV)(ZAA)  June 21, 2001 

 

 

 

Hillcrest Christian School and Church West Campus Expansion  IV.I.1. Police Protection 

Draft Environmental Impact Report  Page 190 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

Thresholds of Significance  

 The proposed project’s impact to police protection service would be considered significant if the 
proposed increase in population and building area would result in a substantial need for additional 
police services or equipment, or would substantially diminish the current status of adequacy within the 
LAPD.  The level of police protection is based on the availability of police personnel and equipment, 
response time, and the LAPD’s judgment for project needs (e.g. anticipated crime rate and police 
activity level) in the area. 

Project Impacts  

Implementation of proposed project would result in an increase of 460 students and staff within the 
project site, thereby generating a potential increase in the level of service calls from the project site.  
Responses to thefts, vehicle burglaries, damage to vehicles, traffic-related incidents, and crimes against 
persons would be anticipated to result from an increase in traffic on adjacent streets and arterials, and 
an increase in activity levels.  According to the LAPD, the proposed project, absent any mitigation 
measures, is anticipated to have a significant impact on police services in the project area.  Furthermore 
it is acknowledged that certain crimes such as vandalism and theft sometimes accompany areas in close 
proximity to schools.  While local crime does not appear to be a problem associated with the current 
Hillcrest School operations, such unlawful activities may become more prevalent with the proposed 
West Campus Expansion plan.   

The proposed expansion includes crime prevention features such as night time lighting, locks on all 
entrance gates, and the entire proposed project would be fenced in.  Preventative and proactive security 
measures shall also include providing campus patrols In addition, with the involvement of LAPD’s 
Community Relations Section, Community Liaison/Crime Prevention Unit (CL/CPU), and their 
advisement involving crime prevention features, impacts could be reduced to less than significant 
levels.1 

                                              

1  Los Angeles Police Department, Officer Tanya Hanamaikai, Service Letter, June 16, 2000. 
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Implementation of the proposed project in conjunction with the various related projects identified in 
Section III. F of this Draft EIR would further increase demands for police service. The primary 
responsibility for responding to emergencies associated with the development of related projects would 
rest with the Devonshire Community Police Station, as all of the related projects are located within the 
Devonshire Area service area.  Response times exceeding LAPD response time goals would necessitate 
an increase in staffing levels. The impacts created by new development other than the proposed project 
would likely be reduced by incorporation of measures to minimize demand for police services as part of 
those proposed developments.  In addition, both LAPD and the Valley Bureau routinely monitor the 
need for police services between jurisdictional reporting areas and would address officer deployment 
and equipment needs through the Citywide yearly budgetary process.  Through this process, the ability 
of the LAPD to accommodate future growth and maintain acceptable levels of service would be 
assured. Therefore, cumulative impacts on police services would be less than significant. 

MITIGATION MEASURES 

The following measures are recommended to minimize demand for police services by the proposed 
project:   

1. The project applicant shall consult with the LAPD’s Crime Prevention Section on the design 
and implementation of a security plan for the proposed project.  Please refer to Design out 
Crime Guidelines: Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design published by the Los 
Angeles Police Department’s Crime Prevention Section (located at Parker Center, 150 N. Los 
Angeles Street, Room 818, Los Angeles, (213) 485-3134).  These measures shall be approved 
by the Police Department prior to the issuance of building permits. The following elements 
should be considered: 

• Use of private security guards to monitor and patrol the project site during project 
construction and operation; 

• Design entryways, elevators, lobbies and parking areas with lighting that eliminates areas 
of concealment; 

• Provide walls and fencing around the parking and campus areas to provide a secured 
campus environment.  
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• Hillcrest Christian School shall appoint security staff personnel to patrol the campus and 
immediately adjacent neighborhoods to prevent crime and vandalism during periods of peak 
off site school activity and during school special events. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

With implementation of the above mitigation measures, the project’s demands upon police services 
would be reduced to acceptable levels.  Therefore, the proposed project’s impacts, both project-specific 
and cumulative, on police service would be less than significant.   
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IV.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 
I.  PUBLIC SERVICES 
2.  FIRE PROTECTION 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The proposed West Campus property is currently developed with three single-family residential homes, 
two fronting Shoshone Avenue and one positioned at the corner of Rinaldi Street and Shoshone Avenue.  
The western and northerly property line is defined by Ridgeway Road, an unimproved curvilinear 
access easement. 

Topographically, the West Campus is situated at the base of an adjacent hillside.  A majority of the site, 
to the west of the residences to Ridgeway Road remains vacant.  Vegetation on the site consists almost 
entirely of non-native species including an abundant amount of mature trees.  The site appears to be 
routinely disked and weeded as necessary for fire suppression in the hillside area.  Based on the City of 
Los Angeles District Map the proposed project site is located in a Mountain Fire District.   

Fire protection and emergency services in the project vicinity are provided by the City of Los Angeles 
Fire Department (LAFD).  These services are provided as directed by the Fire Protection and 
Prevention Plan (FPPP), an element of the General Plan of the City of Los Angeles (C.P.C. 19708).  
The FPPP is intended to provide guidance to various City departments and government agencies that 
operate fire protection facilities within the City.  The FPPP also establishes standards for the 
distribution, design, construction, and location of fire protection facilities, including systems 
incorporated into private developments.  These standards specify fire flow criteria, minimum distances 
to fire stations, public and private hydrant specifications, and the location criteria and access provisions 
for fire fighting vehicles and personnel. 

The nearest City fire station to the project site is Station No. 18, a single engine company, located at 
12050 Balboa Boulevard, approximately 1.48 miles north of the project site.  The Los Angeles Fire 
Code states that the maximum response distance from an engine company should be 1.5 miles.2  Table 
IV.I-2 on page 194 provides the maximum response distance for fire stations based on a project’s 
proposed land use.  Additional fire stations in the project area are located as follows; Fire Station No. 
87, located at 10241  

                                              

2  Los Angeles Fire Code, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC), Section 57.09.07. 
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Table IV.I-2 
Maximum Response Distance (miles) 

Land Use Engine Company Truck Company 
Neighborhood Land Uses 

• Low Density Residential/High 
Density Residential/Neighborhood 

1.5 2.0 

Regional Land Uses 
• Commercial Industrial/Commercial 

1.0 1.5 

Commercial and Industrial Centers 
• High Density Commercial/High 

Density Industrial 

0.75 1.0 

Source: City of Los Angeles Fire Code, Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC), Section 57.09.07 

 

Balboa Boulevard, 2.39 miles form the site, Fire Station No. 8, located at 11351 Tampa Avenue, 2.6 
miles from the site, Fire Station No. 70, located at 9861 Reseda Boulevard, 2.95 miles from the site, 
and Fire Station No. 75, located at 15345 San Fernando Mission Boulevard, 3.30 miles from the site.3  
Figure IV.I-1, shown previously on page 188, depicts the location of five fire stations serving the site.   

The adequacy of fire protection for a given area is based on required fire flow, response time from 
existing fire stations, and the LAFD’s judgment for assessing the needs in a given area.  The required 
fire flow is closely related to the type and size of the land use.  The quantity of water necessary for fire 
protection varies with the type of development, life hazard, occupancy, and the degree of fire hazard.  
City-established fire flow requirements vary from 2,000 gallons per minute (gpm) in low-density 
residential areas, to 12,000 gpm in high-density commercial or industrial areas.  In any instance, a 
minimum residual water pressure of 20 pounds per square inch (PSI) is to remain in the water system 
while the required gpm is flowing.  As determined by the LAFD, the overall fire flow requirement for 
the Hillcrest Christian School is 2,000 gpm from three fire hydrants flowing simultaneously.  
Currently, water pressure and availability in the project area are sufficient to meet the existing LAFD’s 
fire flow requirements.4 

 

                                              

3  City of Los Angeles Fire Department, Richard A. Warford, Assistant Fire Marshall, Bureau of Fire 
Prevention and Public Safety, NOP correspondence dated July 12, 2000. 

4  City of Los Angeles Fire Department, Construction Services Unit, Inspector Terry O’Connell, telephone 
conversation, July 6, 2000. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Thresholds of Significance 

Fire and emergency service impacts would be considered significant if the project is unable to meet the 
required fire-flow requirements, or increased demands of the existing service provider such that the 
addition, expansion, consolidation or relocation of existing resources is required to maintain an 
acceptable level of service. 

Project Impacts 

Implementation of the proposed project would result in an increase in students and employees on the 
project site, thus increasing the existing demands for fire service provided by the LAFD.  The existing 
site is currently operating at its maximum permitted student capacity of 800 students.  The proposed 
project will increase the student capacity to 1,200 students.  The LAFD stated that the water system in 
the area may require infrastructure improvements to meet the 2,000 gpm fire-flow requirement.  The 
costs of improving the water system may be charged to the developer.5  However, based on response 
time and response distance from the existing fire stations in the area, fire protection would be 
adequate.6  Furthermore, as discussed in Section IV.J.1, Transportation/Circulation, traffic impacts 
were found to be less than significant with implementation of feasible mitigation measures.  As such 
emergency access to the site would not be compromised and existing emergency response times would 
not be expected to increase.  In addition, the Ridgeway Road access easement, which directly abuts the 
westerly and northwesterly property line, would continue to provide access to the northern areas of the 
site and to the adjacent hillside, as the project would not affect this easement.  As such, LAFD access 
to the project site and the surrounding residential properties to the west and north would be maintained. 

With relation to the project being located in a Hillside Fire District the project will be required to 
comply with all applicable provisions of the Planning and Zoning Code.  All the vegetation for the 
proposed project would be removed and replaced with replacement trees, shrubs, and an on-site 
irrigation system, in accordance with the landscape plan.  Therefore, reducing the fire hazard impacts.  
Also, Hillcrest Christian School implements an existing emergency evacuation plan, which is routinely 
rehearsed with the students during emergency drills.  Therefore, project impacts relative to fire 
protection service would be less than significant.   

                                              

5  City of Los Angeles Fire Department, William R. Bamattre, correspondence July 12, 2000. 
6  Ibid. 
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CUMLATIVE IMPACTS 

Implementation of the proposed project in conjunction with the related projects listed in Section III.F 
would further increase the demand for fire protection and suppression services.  LAFD has stated that 
the development of the proposed project and the related projects in the area may result in the need for 
increased staffing for existing facilities, additional fire protection facilities, and relocation of present 
fire protection facilities.  As with the proposed project, incorporation of measures to minimize demand 
for fire service would likely be reviewed and implemented on a case-by-case basis in an effort to reduce 
impacts associated with future developments.  In addition, the LAFD monitors the need for fire services 
and addresses personnel and equipment needs through the yearly citywide budget and appropriations 
process.  Through this process, the ability of the LAFD to accommodate future growth and maintain 
acceptable levels of service would be assured.  Therefore, cumulative impacts on fire services would be 
less than significant. 

MITIGATION MEASURES 

No significant project impacts to fire protection have been identified, therefore, no mitigation measures 
are required.  However, the following measures would further reduce adverse fire protection impacts 
from the proposed project and may be considered as conditions of approval for the permits and 
variances sought by the project applicant: 

1. Prior to the issuance of building permits, site plans shall be submitted to the LAFD for review 
and approval.  All recommendations made by the LAFD relative to fire safety (e.g. emergency 
access) should be incorporated into the final plan.  The following mitigation measures are 
recommended by the LAFD to minimize demand for fire service by the proposed project: 

• Provide at least two different ingress/egress roads for each Campus, that will accommodate 
major fire apparatus and provide for major evacuation during emergency situations; 

• Private development shall conform to the standard street dimensions shown on Department 
of Public Works Standard Plan D-22549; 

• Standard corners shall be used on all turns; 

• All access roads, including fire lanes, shall be maintained in an unobstructed manner, 
removal of obstructions shall be at the owner’s expense.  The entrance to all required fire 
lanes or required private driveways shall be posted with a sign no less than three square feet 
in area in accordance with Section 57.09.05 of the Los Angeles Municipal Code; and 
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• Fire lane width shall not be less than 20 feet.  When a fire lane must accommodate the 
operation of Fire Department aerial ladder apparatus or where fire hydrants are installed, 
those portions shall not be less than 28 feet in width. 

• Plans for all new development included the Proposed Project shall be reviewed by the 
LADWP and the LAFD to determine if any additional water system infrastructure is needed 
on-site or off-site and if developer funding for the construction of such infrastructure would 
be necessary. 

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

As proposed, the project is not anticipated to result in any significant impacts upon fire or emergency 
services.  Fire service impacts, both project-specific and cumulative, would be less than significant and 
no mitigation measures would be required.  Nevertheless, the above measures are recommended as 
possible conditions of approval to further reduce project impacts on fire protection services. 


