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Summary
Los Angeles City Planning has released a draft ordinance to amend the Westwood
Village Specific Plan to support local businesses in Westwood Village. The proposed
ordinance will amend or add definitions, modify ratios for certain uses, revise parking
provisions, and add an administrative clearance process for projects that comply with
the Specific Plan’s sign and use regulations.

Background
The Westwood Village Specific Plan was adopted in 1973 (Ordinance No. 145043) to
facilitate a balanced mix of uses and encourage a regional commercial center that
serves the surrounding community. The Westwood Village Specific Plan regulates uses,
building intensity, setbacks, height, parking, signage, and locally significant historic
resources. On January 30, 2019, the City Council adopted a motion (CF 18-1101),
which requested City Planning to amend the Westwood Village Specific Plan to help
reduce commercial vacancies. On May 4, 2021, an amended motion was introduced
directing City Planning to amend the project review process for signage and change of
use projects that comply with the existing Specific Plan regulations; and to revise ratios
for Food Uses and Financial Services amongst other amendments. In response, Los
Angeles City Planning has prepared the draft ordinance to amend the Westwood Village
Specific Plan.

Key Provisions
The draft ordinance proposes to amend regulations in the following Sections in the
Westwood Village Specific Plan: Definitions, Uses, Parking, Signs, Preservation of
Cultural Resources, and Design Review Procedures. Additionally, a new section will be
created entitled “Administrative Clearance”.
Definitions
● Add a “Restaurant” definition.
● Add an “Administrative Clearance” definition.
● Add a “Facade” definition.
Uses
● Eliminate ratios for Fast Food and Restaurant uses;
● Eliminate ratios for Financial Services.
Parking
● Amend parking requirements for the following uses: Hotels, Theatres,
Nightclub, and Offices;
● Remove the 50% Replacement Parking provision;
● Apply General Zoning Code parking requirements; and
● Extend the allowable distance from 1000 feet to 1,320 feet (¼ mile) for
Off-Site Parking Covenant and Agreements.
Administrative Clearance
● Add an Administrative Clearance review process for sign projects that
comply with existing sign regulations in the Specific Plan.
● Add an Administrative Clearance review process for Change of Use
projects that comply with existing regulations in the Specific Plan.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Why will the draft ordinance add a Restaurant definition?
In 2002, the Director of Planning issued a Director’s Interpretation of the Definitions
Section of the Westwood Village Specific Plan to define Fast-food and Restaurant uses.
As such the Specific Plan Definitions Section does not include a Restaurant definition.
The proposed amendment will add a new Restaurant definition to provide clarity for
uses in the Specific Plan that are allowed only in conjunction with Restaurants.

Why will the draft ordinance add a Facade definition?
The draft ordinance proposes to add a “Facade” definition to provide clarity of what
types of projects are subject to the Westwood Design Review Board process. Projects
which include Facade alterations will not be eligible for the proposed Administrative
Clearance process and will require a recommendation from the Westwood Design
Review Board and approval from the Director of Planning.
Why does the draft ordinance amend regulations on ratios for Restaurants and
Fast Food uses?
The Westwood Village Specific Plan currently regulates the number of Restaurants and
Fast-Food uses capping ratios for each per linear street frontage. In the 2002 Director’s
Interpretation of the Specific Plan, ratios began at exceeded capacities for Restaurants
and Fast-food. Almost 20 years later, exceeded capacities still exist for both Restaurant
and Fast Food uses on some blocks. As such, ratios have not been an effective tool for
achieving a balanced mix of food establishments in the Village. The proposed
amendment will eliminate ratios to provide more flexibility to embrace future
technological, operational, and market demands in the Village.
Why does the draft ordinance eliminate the Financial Services ratio?
Financial Services are currently only allowed at a ratio of one per 1,000 feet of lot
frontage. The proposed ordinance will remove this ratio to provide more flexibility in the
types of financial businesses allowed in Westwood Village.
How does the draft ordinance amend the regulations for the number of parking
spaces required for certain uses?
Projects in Westwood Village currently require more parking than the General Zoning
Code for the following uses: Hotels, Theatres, Nightclub, and Offices. Although parking
is still required in Westwood, overabundance of parking beyond the General Zoning
Code should not be required of projects. Westwood Village is a pedestrian oriented
transit rich area with a future Metro rail stop scheduled to be in operation in 2025.
Westwood Village also has an extensive transit network which includes several bus
lines serviced by the Big Blue Bus and Metro, and an existing network of micro mobility
options such as: rideshare, bike-share, and dockless scooters. To align with the City’s
Mobility goals, the Specific Plan’s parking regulations will be amended to be consistent
with the General Zoning Code requirement. Projects in the Westwood Village Specific
Plan will still need to meet the Citywide parking requirements of the underlying zone.

What does removal of the Specific Plan Replacement Parking provision mean?
The Replacement Parking provision currently requires infill projects which result in the
removal of any parking spaces to replace 50% of such parking spaces in addition to the
number of spaces required per the project’s underlying zone. The draft ordinance
proposes to remove the Replacement Parking provision and only require projects to
meet the General Zoning Code required parking for the underlying zone. The 50%
excess parking in addition to the Code required parking will no longer be required. The
update to the Replacement Parking provision is consistent with the City’s Mobility goals
particularly in high quality transit areas like Westwood Village.
How will commercial off-site parking regulations change?
Off-site commercial parking is currently allowed through a Covenant and Agreement,
which is a binding document recorded with the County Registrar and runs with the land.
The Westwood Village Specific Plan allows Covenant and Agreements within a
1000-foot radius of a project site. The proposed amendment will increase the allowable
distance from 1000 feet to 1,320 feet (¼ mile) providing more flexibility for off-site
parking arrangements. A request for a lease-in-lieu of a Covenant and Agreement will
still be allowed through a Specific Plan Exception.
How will Administrative Clearance review apply to signage?
The draft ordinance proposes to add an Administrative Clearance review process for
sign projects including sign programs. The Specific Plan sign regulations will not be
eliminated and will remain. Planning department staff will review projects to ensure
compliance with the existing Specific Plan’s sign regulations. Sign projects requesting
deviations from the Specific Plan regulations shall be required to go through the current
Design Review Board (DRB) process.
How will the Administrative Clearance review apply to Change of Use projects?
The draft ordinance proposes to add an Administrative Clearance review process for
Change of Use projects. Projects that comply with the regulations of the Specific Plan
and are an allowed use under the provisions of the Specific Plan will no longer be
required to go to the Design Review Board. Change of Use projects that do not
propose Facade alterations, expansions, or other entitlements and comply with the
Specific Plan will be reviewed by Planning staff and approved by the Director of
Planning.

Does the proposed ordinance apply to businesses that already submitted their
application to the department?
The proposed ordinance will apply to applications that are submitted after the ordinance
is adopted and becomes effective. Projects shall not be subject to the provisions of this
ordinance if a complete plan check is accepted by the Department of Building and
Safety and a fee is paid prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.
Does the proposed ordinance eliminate the Design Review Board process?
No, the Design Review Board process will remain in effect for applicable projects
including but not limited to new construction, Facade changes, and projects involving
Historic Cultural Resources requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA). The only
projects exempted from the Design Review Board process and qualify for an
Administrative Clearance review process are food establishments, stand alone signage
that complies with the existing sign regulations of the Specific Plan, and Change of Use
projects that do not include an expansion of use, Facade alterations, or require
additional entitlements.
What are the next steps in the legislative process?
There are multiple opportunities for the public to learn more and offer their comments on
the proposed ordinance to amend the Westwood Village Specific Plan. The Department
will hold a staff level Public Hearing on the draft ordinance on June 10th, 2021. Planning
staff will provide a brief presentation immediately followed by the Public Hearing, where
a Hearing Officer will take public testimony on the proposed ordinance. After the Public
Hearing, staff will revise the draft ordinance and prepare a staff report which will include
a recommendation to the City Planning Commission (CPC). The public will be notified of
the CPC hearing date, where there will be another opportunity to provide public
comment/testimony. The public will continue to have the opportunity to provide
comments throughout each subsequent hearing which include the Planning and Land
Use Management Committee, and City Council.
Who can I contact for more information or to join the interested parties list?
For any additional information or inquiries, please contact Zuriel Espinosa at
zuriel.espinosa@lacity.org or (213) 978-1249.
For more information on the Westwood Specific Plan Amendment - Proposed Land Use
regulations page https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/proposed-land-use-regulations

