
Permanent Al Fresco Ordinance
Outdoor Dining on Private Property

Summary
The proposed Permanent Al Fresco Ordinance aims to clarify and streamline Zoning
Code regulations regarding outdoor dining on private property. In a separate but
related effort, the Department of Transportation (LADOT) and the Bureau of Engineering
(BOE) are preparing regulations to address outdoor dining in the public right-of-way.
The Permanent Al Fresco Ordinance affecting private property includes components
such as a definition of outdoor dining area, site design and operational standards, and
criteria for replacing required parking spaces with outdoor dining area. As proposed,
outdoor dining that complies with the applicable standards would be permitted as a
by-right use in any zones where restaurants are currently permitted. However, any
alcohol service in outdoor dining areas would continue to require compliance with all
applicable zoning regulations, including but not limited to Conditional Use Permits or
Restaurant Beverage Program Administrative Clearances.
A public review draft of the proposed Ordinance is posted on the Los Angeles City
Planning website under Plans and Policies, Land Use Regulations, Proposed
Ordinances, https://planning.lacity.org/plans-policies/proposed-land-use-regulations.

Background
In May 2020, the City introduced a new program, LA Al Fresco, to allow for expanded
outdoor dining activities for qualifying food establishments. The Al Fresco program was
created through the Mayor’s local emergency powers as a temporary program to aid
owners of local food establishments who were adversely impacted by the Covid-19
pandemic due to the related public health restrictions. The program offered a pathway
to create outdoor dining areas in the public right-of-way and on private property without
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requiring compliance with most of the current regulations in the Zoning Code. This
created a lifeline for many businesses, and was implemented with a streamlined
process and minimal cost to participants.  The temporary Al Fresco program also
promoted public health by providing opportunities for LA residents to enjoy restaurant
dining in locations where the risk of exposure to the coronavirus was minimized.

The success of the temporary program has prompted the City Council to direct several
departments to establish a permanent Al Fresco program (CF 20-1074).  Specifically,
the Department of City Planning (City Planning) was instructed to prepare an ordinance
to generally streamline existing outdoor dining provisions in the Zoning Code. This
effort will be focused on private property. Concurrent efforts are underway by the
Department of Transportation (LADOT) to draft regulations to permit in-street and
curbside dining, and by the Bureau of Engineering (BOE) to transition from temporary
permits for sidewalk dining to standard revocable permits. These collective efforts will
provide for a comprehensive transition from the LA Al Fresco program to permanent
expanded outdoor dining opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

1. If I currently provide outdoor dining on private property and have the
Temporary Al Fresco permit, will I need to get any new permits or
approvals when the Permanent Al Fresco ordinance is adopted?

Yes. New permits, such as a building permit or an altered building permit, from the
Department of Building and Safety will be required.  A discretionary approval from
City Planning may also be required if the outdoor dining activity requires relief from
any applicable zoning standards and/or includes alcohol service.

2. Will I need to get a new entitlement to serve alcohol if I am currently
allowed to serve alcohol through an approved Conditional Use Permit or
the Restaurant Beverage Program?

If the outdoor dining and alcohol service are consistent with the conditions and/or
standards of the existing Conditional Use Permit or Restaurant Beverage Program
Administrative Clearance, and the existing Alcoholic Beverage Control license, then
no additional approval from City Planning may be needed. However, if the outdoor
dining or alcohol service has changed or deviated from the approved conditions
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and/or standards (e.g. increase or reduction in occupant load, square footage, or
operating hours), then an updated approval or new application will be required,
depending on the scope of the change.

3. Where should I go to renew my permits for outdoor dining when the
Permanent Al Fresco Ordinance is adopted?

The Department of Building and Safety and the Bureau of Engineering have public
counters in Van Nuys, San Pedro and downtown Los Angeles.  Click on the link -
https://www.ladbs.org/services/core-services/plan-check-permit
An appointment is needed to submit an application.  For assistance, call 311 if you
live in Los Angeles or (213) 473-3231 if you live outside Los Angeles.

4. How are the private property requirements for the Permanent Al Fresco
Ordinance different from the requirements in the Temporary Al Fresco
permit?

Differences between the Temporary and Permanent Al Fresco regulations include
differences in the minimum distance between outdoor dining and a residential zone,
the maximum number of required parking spaces that may be displaced by outdoor
dining, hours of operation, and allowed location of outdoor dining.

5. What permits do I need if I have outdoor dining on the sidewalk or the
street in addition to outdoor dining on private property?

If you have outdoor dining in the public right-of-way, as well as on private property,
you will need to apply for a Revocable Permit from the Bureau of Engineering in
addition to a building permit or an altered building permit from the Department of
Building and Safety. If the outdoor dining includes in-street dining, then LADOT will
also be involved in the review of the Revocable Permit application.

6. How will the Ordinance protect residential neighbors from noise
impacts?

The ordinance proposes distancing requirements between Outdoor Dining Areas
and A (Agricultural) and R (Residential) Zones with the exception of RAS
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(Residential/Accessory) Zones.  No live entertainment, music or dancing are allowed
in outdoor dining areas, and hours of operation are limited to the hours that the
kitchen facilities of the associated restaurant are open for meal ordering.

7. Do other departments, such as Building and Safety and the Fire
Department, have requirements for outdoor dining?

Yes, restaurant operators must also comply with all applicable requirements of
Building and Safety, the Fire Department, and any other relevant department
regulations as noted in the permit clearance process.

8. Does the Permanent Al Fresco Ordinance have a relief mechanism if a
restaurant operator cannot comply with some of the standards?

Yes, operators who cannot comply with some of the Ordinance’s standards for
outdoor dining may apply for relief through a Conditional Use Permit.

9.  What are the next steps in the legislative process?
City Planning has released a draft ordinance for public review. Initial outreach to
stakeholders and interested parties is planned for early 2023, including an
informational webinar and a public hearing to gather feedback.  A staff report with
recommendations will be prepared following the public hearing and the ordinance
will be presented to the City Planning Commission for consideration. The ordinance
will subsequently be considered by the Planning and Land Use Management
(PLUM) Committee of the City Council and finally by the full City Council.

10. How can I provide input on the draft Permanent Al Fresco ordinance?

Comments and feedback may be emailed throughout the legislative adoption
process to alfresco.planning@lacity.org or mailed to Mary Richardson, Department
of City Planning, 200 N. Spring St., Room 701, LA, CA 90012. Public testimony
may also be provided during the hearings conducted by a hearing officer and
decision-making bodies described above in Question 9.
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