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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for 

 TAIX FRENCH RESTAURANT 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: 1911 Sunset Investors LLC 
 c/o Chris Riha 
 1675 South Marlow Avenue, Suite 404 
 Portland, OR  97225 
 
 Raymond M. and Tony R. Taix et al. 
 3586 East California Boulevard 
 Pasadena, CA  91107 
 
APPLICANT: Annie Sperling 
 Silver Lake Heritage Trust 
 2568 Griffith Park Boulevard, #277 
 Los Angeles, CA  90039 
 
PREPARER: Charles J. Fisher 
 140 South Avenue 57 
 Highland Park, CA  90042 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: October 15, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
  agenda for login  
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of October 18, 2020 per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-5524-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-5525-CE   
 
Location: 1911-1929 West Sunset Boulevard;  
                1910-2018 West Reservoir Street 
Council District: 13 - O’Farrell 
Community Plan Area: Silver Lake - Echo Park - 

Elysian Valley 
Area Planning Commission: East Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Echo Park 
Legal Description: Lake Side Tract, Lot 1, Arb 2;     

Lot 2; Lot 3, Arbs 1-2; Lot 4,     
Arbs 1-2; Lot 5A 
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SUMMARY 
 
Taix French Restaurant is a one and two-story commercial building with a large surface parking 
lot to the west located on West Sunset Boulevard between North Alvarado Street and West 
Reservoir Street in the Echo Park neighborhood of Los Angeles. Constructed in 1929 by Edgar 
E. Butler, the property was originally designed in a commercial vernacular style and served as 
home to Botwin’s Restaurant until 1960. The building changed ownership in 1962, becoming Taix 
French Restaurant, and was altered to exhibit qualities of the French Norman Revival architectural 
style. Established in 1927, Taix French Restaurant was originally located on Commercial Street 
in Downtown Los Angeles. Since moving to the subject property, Taix has remained in continuous 
operation for nearly 60 years. 
 
Marius Taix, Sr. immigrated from France in 1884 and by 1894, he was part-owner of the Taix 
Bros. French Bakery at 321 Commercial Street in a French enclave of Downtown Los Angeles. 
In 1912, Taix demolished the bakery and commissioned the three-story Champ d’Or Hotel on the 
same site. He leased the first floor to a French restaurant, the ownership of which was taken over 
by his son, Marius Taix, Jr, following Marius Sr.’s death in 1926, and was renamed Taix French 
Restaurant. The restaurant gained popularity, seating guests at family-style tables and selling 
“novel food with unique service” at affordable prices. As Downtown continued to develop, the 
character of the surrounding neighborhood changed and the Taix family relocated their business 
to the subject property in 1962. Called Les Frères Taix (“The Taix Brothers”) until the original 
location closed and was demolished in 1964, the new Sunset Boulevard location converted to 
private booth and table seating but retained the same menu offerings. At some point, the 
restaurant’s name was simplified to Taix French Restaurant, evoking the earlier iteration of Taix, 
and the restaurant’s bar was named the 321 Lounge in honor of the restaurant’s original location 
on Commercial Street. Since moving to its current Sunset Boulevard location, Taix French 
Restaurant has remained in continuous operation under the same family ownership. 
 
Situated on a trapezoidal lot, the building is irregular in plan and is of wood-frame construction 
with smooth stucco cladding and decorative half-timbering. It has a flat roof with a parapet and a 
faux-mansard roof with front-facing gable and composition shingle roofing. The primary, south-
facing elevation features three decorative towers, two roof vents with a hipped metal roof and 
flared eaves, and a slightly off-centered main entrance consisting of double wooden plank doors 
adjacent to a stone veneer-clad wall. The west-facing elevation has a projecting canopy with 
masonry piers and a mansard roof clad in composition shingles and a second main entrance. On 
the southwest corner of the building there is a large square tower with a sloped pyramidal roof 
and an attached illuminated blade sign that reads “TAIX French.” Other signage includes a neon 
sign reading “TAIX” on the roof of the canopy, a neon blade sign reading “COCKTAILS” on the 
tower to the west of the front gable, and a large neon sign spelling “TAIX” on the east side of the 
building. Decorative planters with clinker brick accents line the south- and west-facing elevations. 
There are several secondary entrances, all consisting of single wood doors. Fenestration consists 
primarily of fixed and double-hung windows. The interior features arched ceilings, wooden half-
timbering, crown molding, smoked mirrors, and a flagstone fireplace. 
 
The subject property has experienced alterations over the years that include: a one-story brick 
addition in 1938; a masonry addition, a wood-frame addition, and the enlargement of the kitchen 
in 1946; an addition in 1947; the enlargement of the dining room and addition of the roof sign in 
1949; the addition of the porte-cochere in 1950; the addition of stucco and half-timbering to the 
elevations in 1962; a two-story addition in 1963; the suspension of the ceiling in 1964; the addition 
of the water tank to the roof in 1966; one-story and partial basement additions in 1968; interior 
changes in 1971, 1975 and 1979; and the remodel of the storefront and the addition of a porte 
cochere roof sign and two wall signs in 2000. 
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SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under Los Angeles’ local designation program, and found it to be significant 
under the theme of “Commercial Identity,” as the long-term location of Taix French Restaurant. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On September 18, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 
30-day expiration date of October 18, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 



Taix French Restaurant Current name of property

Botwin's Cafe, Les Freres Taix

1911 W. Sunset Boulevard & 1980 Reservoir Street 91411 4

1907-29 Sunset Bl. & 1910-2018 Reservoir St. Echo Park

5404-001-034 & 007 Lakeside Tract  N/A ARB 2

SW 50 Feet of Lot 1, all of Lots 2, 3, 4 & 5A

   

1926 Private Development

Edgar E Butler/Nielson, Moffatt & Wolverton Owners/Harold Simpson/Andre V. Pastor

Restaurant Restaurant

French Provincial 2 Irregular

Masonry Wood

Stucco, smooth Select

Hipped Select

Clay tile, rounded Select

Casement Fixed

Wood Wood

Off-center Select

Paneled, unglazed Select



     1938 Brick addition for cocktail lounge and restrooms & additional 26' X 30' brick addition.

     1946 24' X 30' masonry addition and 28' X 125' frame addition.   Kitchen enlarged.

     1947 1-story 38' X 131' addition.

     1949 Small dining room enlarged with knotty pine walls.  Roof sign added, repositioned in 1964.

     1950 Steel porte cochere added.

     1962 Front facade redesigned with stucco and half timbering.  1963  Second story tower added.  

     1964 Suspended ceiling.  1966 Water tank on roof.  1968 43' X 134' add & partial basement.

     1971 Quarry tile floor.  1975 & 79 int. changes, wine shop to banquet room.  2000  Exterior chgs.

      Survey LA through the

      Hollywood Redevelopment Area Survey (2010)



Annie Sperling Silver Lake Heritage Trust

2568 Griffith Park Boulevard #277 Los Angeles CA

90039 213-407-1783 info@silverlakeheritage.org

1911 Sunset Investors LLC, Attn: Chris Riha Holland Partner Group c/o Oregon Law Group PC

1675 SW Marlow Avenue, Suite 404 Portand OR

97225 971-285-4262 None

Charles J. Fisher

140 S. Avenue 57 Highland Park CA

90042 323-256-3593 arroyoseco@hotmail.com





Taix French Restaurant 
Architectural Description 

 
Set on an irregular shaped lot at a bend in Sunset Boulevard, the Les Freres Taix 
restaurant building is a French Normandy design, originally built on a rectangular 
plan stretching between Sunset Boulevard and Reservoir Street.  The mostly single 
story building sits to the East of a large parking lot with the main entrance being a 
set of large vertical plank wooden double doors under a porte-cochere, supported 
by two rectangular decorative brick faced pillars, that extends out from the West 
side of the building.  A second double door entrance is at the front of the building, 
facing Sunset Boulevard.  The walls are clad in smooth stucco with wooden half 
timbering.  The front facade and part of the West side, including the porte-cochere, 
have a low faux-mansard type roof, with the exception of a gable located above the 
front entrance, which is flanked by two smaller square open roof towers at each 
end of a stucco parapet wall set behind that gable.  A larger square tower is topped 
with a sloped pyramidal roof, capped with an arrowhead shaped finial.  The open 
box atop each of the smaller towers is also festooned with a sloped pyramidal roof 
and an arrowhead shaped finial.   
 
The building has had several additions and is now more irregular in shape, in 
keeping with its irregular lot shape.  A two story addition, topped with a large neon 
sign spelling “TAIX” is located at the East side of the building.  An illuminated blade 
sign having “TAIX’ staked atop “French” is attached to the larger tower and a 
smaller neon “TAIX” sign is on the front face of the porte-cochere.  A smaller “TAIX 
sign is on the front facade to the East of the front entry.  A neon blade sign saying 
“cocktails” is attached to the smaller tower to the left of the front gable. A 
decorative brick planter with clinker brick accents serves as a bulkhead along the 
front facade with the wall to the West of the front entry being in rough stone. 
 
Other details include closed eaves, with the wider eaves being supported by 
angular steel poles at the East end of the front façade, small lights at regular 
intervals in the wider eave, and dormer vents toward the West end of the front 
facade.  There are numerous secondary entrances, and several service entrances on 
all facades, consisting of single wood doors. 



 
The entire building has numerous alterations, most done during the 1960s and 
early 1970s, when the Taix Brothers redesigned it from the original boxy café to the 
French Normandy building that exemplifies the restaurant that has occupied the 
building for almost 70 years.  The extent of the alterations are shown in the building 
permits which are documented and described as a part of this nomination. 
 
The main entrance to the building is on the West side, under the porte-cochere.  
Patrons step down three treads inside the door to a hallway that carries on the half-
timbering and brick bulkhead of the exterior, topped by an arched ceiling, 
illuminated with soffit lighting.  The walls also have doors and windows, as well as 
small porchlights and display cabinets for menus and some of the business 
memorabilia.  The main central hall, which continues the brick bulkhead and 
vertical scalloped wood half timbering, opens to a main dining room, the 321 
lounge, banquet rooms and the restrooms. 
 
The main dining room has a decorative tin ceiling, crystal chandeliers (recently 
covered with shades), a decorative crown molding, square pilasters with offset 
lighting between booths, which are under a patterned metal covered inset area 
under the crown molding and recently installed smoked mirrored walls and 
sconces.  A second dining room has a flagstone fireplace, soffit lighting over a 
lowered central ceiling, windowed panels leading to an extension with an outdoor 
themed mural painted on a half-timbered wall. 
 
The 321 lounge, named after the original Commercial Street address, has wood and 
brick paneled walls, large scalloped (almost Googie style) overhangs above the bar 
and the front wall.  The walls are covered with memorabilia of the history of the 
restaurant and the Taix Family. 



1 

 

Taix French Restaurant 
1911 Sunset Boulevard 
Significance Statement 

Originally established in 1927, Taix French Restauramt is notable as one of oldest 
and most famous French Restaurants in Los Angeles.  The business was an 
outgrowth of a thriving French community that had been a part of Los Angeles 
since the Mexican period.  More particularly, it is the culmination of a family 
business history that began with the arrival of the 24 year old Marius Taix, Sr. in 
the United States on February 25, 1884. 
 
Taix was born to family of bakers in Laye, Hautes-Alpes in Southeastern France, 
in 1859.  Upon arriving in Los Angeles, he opened a bakery on land that he had 
bought at 321 Commercial Street in what was then a thriving French community 
soon to reach a population of over 4,000.   Marius was later joined by two of his 
younger brothers, Adrien in 1886 and Ernest, in 1889.  His brothers established the 
“European Bakery”, at 511 E. First Street.  Records vary as to when Marius’ 
original bakery was established.  Historic narratives state that the bakery was 
opened in 1882, but immigration and census records show that he arrived two 
years later.  It first appears in Maxwell’s Los Angeles City Directory in 1894, but 
may have been established before that date. 
 
In 1912, Marius demolished the bakery and built the three-story Champ d’Or Hotel 
on the site, leasing part of the first floor to a French restaurant.  He and his family, 
who had previously lived above the bakery, moved into a suite of rooms in the 
hotel.  His son, Marius Taix, Jr., who was born at the family home above the 
bakery in Los Angeles on June 13, 1893, was educated in France and was a 
pharmacist by training.  After serving in the U. S. Army Hospital Corps during 
World War I, he first worked in the Hidalgo Pharmacy, eventually owning the 
“French-Mexican Drug Company” as late as 1942. 
 
The senior Marius Taix passed away on January 23, 1926, leaving his holdings to 
his wife, Angele, and his son.  The following year, Marius Taix Jr. had an 
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argument with the restaurateur in the building when Prohibition agents raided the 
place due to the sale of alcoholic beverages.  The argument ended when the 
restaurant owner threw the keys of the business at Marius yelling “Do it yourself”, 
before storming out.  Taix decided to run the business himself, along with his 
business partner, Paul Louis Larquier.  This arrangement remained in place until 
July 13, 1964, when Larquier passed away suddenly in his office at the 
Commercial Street location.    
 
Taix French Restaurant soon became a popular place within and without the 
French community, which by the 1930s, was beginning to disappear as an actual 
location in Los Angeles.  The French enclave in Los Angeles began in 1827, when 
Louis Bauchet, a former soldier under Napoleon Bonaparte, came to the little 
pueblo and planted the first vineyard in California four years later.  Within a short 
time, other French vintners came to the town and “Frenchtown”, as it was later 
known, was created just to the North of the Plaza.  The French community became 
active in civic affairs and produced three of the city’s early American mayors, 
Damien Marchessult, Joseph “Jose” Muscarel and Prudent Beaudry.  Actually, 
only Muscarel was originally from France, the two others being born in Quebec. 
 
By the time the Taix Brothers arrived, the community was approaching its zenith, 
which lasted until Frenchtown began to shrink as the original immigrants passed 
away and their descendants assimilated into the greater community.  This was also 
happening to “Little Italy”, which was adjacent to Frenchtown.  After the 
construction of Union Station uprooted Old Chinatown, the former French and 
Italian enclaves were rebuilt into New Chinatown. 
 
According to an October 6, 2016 article by Hadley Meares in LA Weekly: “The 
French quarter soon became a popular place for all Angelenos to eat, drink and be 
merry. Numerous French-owned hotels and boarding houses clustered around the 
intersection of Alameda and Aliso Streets. At the large Pyrenees Hotel, Angelenos 
of all ethnicities played rebote (handball) on the side of the building. Fashionable 
women shopped at Madame Fusenot’s Ville de Paris, one of the finest suppliers of 
clothing and accessories in the city.  The best bread could be found at the Franco-
American Baking Company, for a time the area’s largest bakery. At bars in 
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lodgings like Charles Faure’s Hotel de Alpes, city officials and visiting merchants 
imbibed great quantities of wine, for which owners were charged extraordinarily 
high taxes. 
 
And, of course, there were the restaurants. Initially, these adobe-style eateries 
served hearty French country fare like onion soup and cassoulet.  But in the 1870s, 
the food became more sophisticated and gourmet. There was the Oriental Café, 
considered the “most European” restaurant in town.  Across the street, at the famed 
Pico House, the hotel restaurant was run by a chef named “French Charlie.” At the 
Commercial Restaurant, haute cuisine was introduced to L.A. by Victor Dol, a chef 
who had trained in Paris. ‘The first oasis in this self-made desert of atrocious food 
was the Commercial Restaurant,’ the Los Angeles Times intoned in 1912. ‘To a 
town used to dirt floors and barefoot cooks, the Commercial, reached through an 
inner court with a fountain in the center, seemed almost unbelievable’.” 
 
The article went on to report “In 1882, Marius Taix opened the Taix French Bread 
Bakery, and would later build the Hotel du Champ d’Or in its place on Commercial 
Street.  Years later, his son, Marius Jr., opened the famed Taix Restaurant in the 
hotel (it moved to its present home in Echo Park in 1964).”  This reference 
contained an inaccuracy that appears to have carried over in several of the earlier 
histories, as the 1882 date of the bakery is unlikely due to Marius Taix, Sr. not 
arriving until two years later. 
 
Continuing on: “Every year on July 14, French colonists from all over Southern 
California flooded the French quarter to celebrate Bastille Day, the French 
Republic’s Independence Day. ‘At 10 a.m., a procession marched from Aliso 
Street, down Los Angeles to First, to Main, to [the] Plaza, thence countermarching 
to the hall of the Creole Francaise, where interesting exercises were held,” the Los 
Angeles Times reported in 1885. “About 8 p.m. there was a pleasing display of 
fireworks from the balcony of the hall (the old Merced Theater) and an immense 
crowd packed Main Street to watch the whizzing rockets and sputtering Roman 
candles.’ In 1892, the Times reported on the celebration, which stretched from an 
afternoon parade to evening entertainments at Hazard’s Pavilion.” 
 
By the end of World War II, Frenchtown and Little Italy had both faded into 
history, however, several of the old restaurants in the area continued to thrive.  
Philippe’s and Taix from the French enclave and Little Joes and the Costa Grill 
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from Little Italy all survived into the 1960s.  Today only Philippe’s remains near 
its original site. 
 
Taix was always a popular location for the Downtown lunch and dinner crowd.  
The restaurant became the site of organizational meetings and important talks.  In 
1941, after the fall of France to Nazi Germany, the restaurant hosted the crew from 
the French cruiser “Le Triomphant”, which had escaped the enemy and remained 
active for the Free French Navy, while the ship was undergoing an overhaul in San 
Diego.  Louis Larquier, Taix’s partner, was later presented with the French 
Chevalier of the Legion of Honor for his work on behalf of the French people 
during the war. 
 
The restaurant was doing well.  A 1957 article in the Los Angeles Times noted that 
7,000,000 meals had been served at Taix in 30 years of business.  However, the 
neighborhood was vanishing.  The buildings to the North of Aliso Street were 
removed in the late 1940s to accommodate the construction of the Hollywood 
Freeway, splitting historic Frenchtown in two.  The demise of Taix’s historic 
location was sealed in 1961, when the United States government approved the 
construction of the new Federal Building adjacent to the old hotel.  Over the next 
several years, the surrounding property was bought and the historic Frenchtown 
buildings were demolished until only the Champ d’Or Hotel remained. 
 
As the end on Commercial Street became more eminent, Marius Taix’s two sons, 
Raymond and Pierre, along with his son-in-law, John August Narp (married to 
Lucille Cordelia Taix) bought the property that had housed Botwin’s Restaurant on 
Sunset Boulevard from 1929 through the end of the 1950s.  By 1960, Rafael’s 
Restaurant was occupying the building.  The brothers brought in their uncle, Louis 
Claude Sangouard, who was the chef at Taix, in as an equal partner in the venture, 
which they named “Les Freres Taix”.  Over the next two years, Raymond managed 
the original location and Pierre took care of the new venue.  One major change was 
in the method of seating.  The original restaurant used the “family-style” seating 
with long tables shared frequently by non-related parties.  The new location 
provided the more intimate “booth and tablecloth” service that is found in most 
fine sit-down restaurants today. 
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The name of the new restaurant, Les Freres Taix, loosely translated “The Brothers 
Taix”, represented the two brothers and the brother-in-law that established the new 
location.  It was also used to differentiate the new location from the original, which 
remained open until the building was taken by eminent domain and that site closed 
on October 12, 1964.  That building was demolished to accommodate a six level 
parking structure for the Federal building, which was later razed for the 
construction of the Metropolitan Detention Center.  Marius Taix Jr. had hope of 
opening another Downtown location for his restaurant if he could find a suitable 
property, but that dream ended with his death on March 3, 1967, at the age of 73.  
His wife, the former Claudia Sangouard, passed on February 5, 1995. 
 
Louis Sangouard died on December 8, 1973.  John Narp sold his interest to the 
Taix Brothers after a 1984 divorce.  Pierre Leon Taix passed away on February 8, 
1986 just three days short of his 59th birthday.  Raymond Taix was left the sole 
owner and he changed the name of the restaurant back to Taix French Restaurant 
in honor of the original business.  The bar in the restaurant is named the 321 
Lounge, to commemorate the original 321 Commercial Street address.  Most of the 
patrons from Commercial Street soon became regulars on Sunset, and Taix 
continued to thrive. 
 
Many organizations held their meetings at the original restaurant and the practice 
continued with the new venue.  Little notes of upcoming events appeared in local 
newspapers, ranging from the annual installation for the officers of the Los 
Angeles Times Masonic Club in 1929, or Walter O’Malley describing to the 
Optimist club the growing pains of moving the Dodgers to Los Angeles in 1958, or 
a discussion of the problem of Africa to the American Society for Public 
Administrators in 1960 or a benefit for HOMING, a Los Angeles shelter for 
homeless women, in 1986. 
 
Once the Taix Brothers bought the Sunset property, plans were quickly laid to 
expand the Botwin’s building and make it their own. 
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The original building had been constructed in 1929 from a design by the architect 
Edgar E. Butler for Mrs. Ona W. Spaulding.  The building was quickly leased to 30 
year old to Noah S. Botwin, who ran it for the next three decades. 
 
The son of a Russian immigrant father, Noah Samuel Botwin was born in 
Stockton, California, on July 4, 1899.  A decade later, the family was living on 23rd 
Street, in Los Angeles.  At the age of 18, Noah was working in shipbuilding, and, 
on November 27, 1918, married Eva Grace Rockwell.  By 1920, he was working 
as a chauffeur.  Botwin’s Restaurant was a steak and seafood establishment, 
distinguished by a large three-sided rooftop sign as seen on the establishment’s 
menu.  Botwin retired from his business around 1960 and the restaurant closed its 
doors.  He passed away on November 13, 1966, at the age of 77. 
 
The site was briefly occupied by Rafael’s Restaurant, until the property was bought 
by the Taix Brothers.  The Taix’s quickly began a building plan to make the square 
Botwin’s structure into their own, through a series of additions, new signage, and 
other changes, to give the building its present French Normandy look.  Botwin’s, 
however, was not stagnant during their tenure in the building, with additions in 
1934 and 1949, the removal of two houses for parking in 1949, the construction of 
the fireplace also in 1949 and the beginning of the porte-cochere, in 1950.  Many 
of the rooms of the building had been enlarged as well, prior to Taix coming in 
1962. 
 
The Taix Brothers first redid the facade of the building, adding stucco and half 
timbering and reconfiguring the flat roof with gables transforming it into a French 
Normandy design.  They enlarged the entrance and redid the signage.  In 1963 they 
added the building’s iconic two-story tower.  By 1968 they had retained the 
architectural firm of Nelson, Moffatt & Wolverton to do several additions, 
including a partial basement and changes to the office and dining room by 
relocating the interior staircase for fire safety.  A quarry tile floor was installed in 
1971.  The current signage configuration dates from 2000 (although the wording 
on some of the signs has changed several times), as do the most recent minor 
exterior changes.  The result of the building program is a well-defined edifice that 
is readily recognized and associated with the Taix brand. 
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The French Normandy or French Norman style is named for architecture found in 
the Normandy province of France, starting in the Middle Ages.  At the time, people 
in Normandy and the Loire Valley of France attached their farm silos to the main 
living quarters rather than a separate barn.  The style is generally considered 
residential in nature and is rarely used in commercial buildings in the United 
States.  During the 1920s and 1930s, an American revivalist movement 
romanticized the traditional French farmhouse, constructing buildings that take 
their cues from ancient French rural residences.   Many plans include a small round 
tower topped by a cone-shaped roof, resembling the grain silos of the ancient 
Normandy style.  The architecture is characterized by steep, conical roofs or 
hipped roofs and round stair-towers.  They frequently have stone walls and an 
asymmetrical plan.  Like Tudor style houses, 20th-century French Normandy 
homes may have decorative half-timbering.  Unlike Tudor style homes, houses 
influenced by French styles generally do not have a dominant gable in the front.  
There are a range of building styles these homes can resemble. Some appear to be 
cozy and romantic cottages, while others have more of a castle-like presentation.  
This feeling of romanticism is what the design of the Sunset building conveys as a 
welcome home away from home. 
 
Several variations from the general French Normandy design is the use of squared 
rather than round towers, as well as the exterior having a mostly stucco surface 
with the stone work being a decorative element.  The low front gable is the other 
major variation on the standard design.  The building has a unique and instantly 
recognizable look that has made it a very visible landmark on Sunset Boulevard for 
over half a century. 
 
Raymond Marcell Taix filled the restaurant with memorabilia from the original 
Commercial Street venue and in doing so combined the full history of the business 
at both sites, with the Sunset location becoming the embodiment of that legacy.  
The business and its history were recognized in a resolution by the Los Angeles 
City Council, on August 14, 1987.  The intersection of Sunset and Park Avenue, 
directly in front of the restaurant was designated “Taix Square” by the Los Angeles 

https://www.barkerhedges.com/blog/architectural-style-tudor-revival/
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City Council under a motion by then 13th District Councilman Eric Garcetti, on 
October 16, 2012. 
 
Raymond Taix passed away on October 10, 2010, leaving the business to his 
second wife, Toni Rae Bruno, an attorney.  She passed on May 1, 2012 leaving her 
interest to her brother, Joseph Jon Bruno, the Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Los Angeles.  On March 11, 2016 he deeded his interest to Raymond’s son, 
Michael Taix.  On July 3, 2019, Michael and his wife, Karri, deeded the property 
to 1911 Sunset Investors LLC, a subsidiary of Holland Partners, which has plans to 
raze the existing building and construct two multistory buildings, placing the 
restaurant in a 6,000 square foot area on the first floor of one of the structures.  
 
Taix is one of Los Angeles’ most visible legacy businesses, being well known in 
the very distinctive building that it has occupied for almost six decades.  The 
building is an important component of the Taix legacy.  It has been noted as being 
eligible for HCM listing by Survey LA. 
 
The Los Angeles Conservancy has commissioned a report by Historic Resources 
Group on the building.  The preliminary report, released in January 2020, concurs 
with the Survey LA recommendation.  The LAC report is attached to this 
nomination as an appendix.  Additional recent articles on the restaurant and the 
historic Frenchtown community also help to relate the story.  Historian C. C. 
DeVere has been instrumental in compiling much of the early history of the French 
community that has been used for this nomination. 
 
Taix French Restaurant is significant as one of the oldest and most enduring 
businesses in Los Angeles. The dining establishment has remained in continuous 
operation between 1927 and the present in its two locations, and remains one of the 
city’s most iconic and beloved local businesses, as well as one of the last vestiges 
of historic Frenchtown.  Generations of Angelinos have shared the common 
experience of patronizing the establishment, soaking in its nostalgic interior, both 
for the long standing French cuisine or the other local dishes that have become a 
part of the historic menu, as well as decompressing and socializing amid a friendly, 
low‐key setting.  (“Taix Legacy Business Stories” is a series of testimonies to these 
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foods and the dining experience compiled by Annie Sperling as a part of this 
application.) 
 
The following language found in the Architectural Resources Group Historic 
Cultural Monument application for Tom Bergins (HCM 1182) are an equally 
appropriate description of the significance of Taix: 
 
“In Los Angeles and elsewhere, well‐established and long‐lived businesses take on 
important social qualities and often, over time, they organically mature into iconic 
and revered cultural institutions.  Their endurance becomes ingrained into a 
community’s collective memory and plays an integral role in defining a 
community’s sense of cultural and commercial identity. Businesses such as these 
“have the power to bring people together, provide a sense of continuity with the 
past, and lend [cities] a rich and layered identity” that is rooted in aspects of their 
history.  Though the reasons belying their significance are typically rooted in 
tradition, culture, and other intangible qualities, these businesses are important 
because they build a very tangible bridge linking the present with the past.” 
 
Taix qualifies as a Los Angeles Historic Cultural Monument as being identified 
with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, 
city or community as a legacy business that evokes the history of Los Angeles’ 
now lost French enclave known as “Frenchtown”.  It is also important for its 
association with the Taix Family, which was a major contributor to the early 
French history in Los Angeles.   Even though it is not on its original site, it has 
established itself as a historic venue at its current location, just as “The Original 
Pantry” (HCM 255), which was relocated to its current building in the 1950s.  In 
addition, the building embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction as a good example of the rare use of French 
Normandy style in commercial architecture.   
 



Taix French Restaurant 
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TAIX legacy business stories

Annie Sperling <213annie@gmail.com>
Tue 8/18/2020 3:12 PM
To:  Charles Historian Fisher <arroyoseco@hotmail.com>; Carol Cetrone <perpetua33@gmail.com>; CHRISTINE KANTNER <christinekantner@mac.com>

Hello
here are some excerpts people sent to FRIENDS OF TAIX

1. ZUHAITZ DE INDA

I Love Taix, and yes i knwo they sold.. is sad, i´ll love to have Taix in the same place forever and also the parking spot for cars!
love that frenchy stile and all is cool in there! great food and drinks quality in the right place for the right price and allways
with a smile in the face!   much love,  Zuhaitz

2. Arianna de Leon
My first visit to Taix was when I was 4 or 5 years old. My grandparents loved the restaurant, and they took me everywhere
with them.
I must have been 5 when I had my first taste of escargot at Taix. My grandfather, being of partial French descent, loved
escargot, and he would always offer some to me. I was open to eating whatever he had on his plate! Dad frequently met his
oldest friends and business associates there. 
I don't want to forget to comment on Taix's architecture. It is not just a Los Angeles and Echo Park landmark, it is also one of
the dwindling number of throwbacks to the halcyon days of Los Angeles' magical themed architecture.
To sum it up, where do we find a restaurant that is a Los Angeles historical landmark, with consistently excellent French
country food and a relaxing atmosphere, where wait staff are valued and appreciated to the extent they keep their jobs for
decades? And how many restaurants, in business for nearly a century, take note of societal changes and welcome in new
local music....to the tune of becoming the hub of Echo Park Rising every year?
I have seen countless punk, blues and local music shows of all kinds at Taix over the years. So many fun memories of music
and friends!
Taix has always had its feelers out on the community it serves. That and everything else about it makes it a true treasure to
our city.
Sincerely,
Arianna de Leon

3. Azalia Snail
I had my first date with my now husband Dan West in the lounge. Every time my mother Helaine would visit me from the
East Coast, we would go to Taix, where Helaine and Bernard would innocently flirt and talk about old Hollywood. One of
these bike rides led me to my first meeting with my beloved Dan West.  By that time, I had worked on some promotion for
the electric scooter company and they had given me a second E-Road! Together Dan and I would roar down the avenue,
wind at our backs, and enjoy a Salade Nicoise for lunch or an evening of camaraderie and drinks with our fellow music
revelers.
Viva Taix! ~~ and boo hiss to the developers that constantly crush our joie de vivre delights.  We need to protect and
treasure our neighborhood landmarks and call out and halt the greedy developers who have no regard for what really
matters in life. 
~ Azalia Snail

4. CATHERINE COOPER
My father, John Thomas Cooper, worked in downtown Los Angeles. He drove to work every morning on the 60 freeway from
La Habra for over 25 years. He loved the quiet. And he loved the old world formality of the wait staff. 
And they knew his name.
John Thomas hailed from Mississippi.
The TAIX detail to manners really pleased the Southern Gentleman in him. My father loved the salmon.
I loved, and continue to, love the soup.  And that is my memory.
Foundational.

5. Dan West
Taix restaurant in Echo Park has been host to many of the most important moments in my life. 
I can close my eyes and remember the distinct smell of the cuisine which wafted through the corridors between banquet and
dining rooms. 
The first date with my now wife Azalia Snail, album release parties and countless performances in the lounge, business
lunches, my father’s 87th and 88th birthday celebrations, practicing my limited French language skills with Phillipe and
Bernard, Jill the floor manager always taking a moment to catch up and serve my father his birthday mousse au chocolate. 
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To tear down a structure with such rich history, countless memories and that distinct French charm is to end an era and a
lifeline stretching back to the beginnings of L.A.’s story. My father remembers eating at both Taix restaurants and his first
meal at the current Echo Park location in 1965 with my mother who is no longer with us. 
The sights, sounds and savory culinary delights offered up by this historic restaurant will be sorely missed by all who have
had the pleasure of experiencing its old school warmth and charm.
I just hope enough of our memories can save what has been not just a cultural landmark but a hall of many of our fondest
memories. 
Dan West

6. D. Briker
As a pet time Echo Park resident Taix was by far my favourite go to place in Los Angeles. It was the coolest place for any
occasion and I’ve never had a bad visit. Very sad if the place closes or looses its unique atmosphere.
A few years ago I did a little gouache painting of a couple on a romantic lunch date at Taix and have a print to the restaurant.
D. Briker

7. Dionne Barens
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Taix is a place where memories have been made since 1927.  It has been written about countless times as an Echo Park landmark.  I
have been going to Taix since I was a teenager in the 90’s.  I remember my first visit was a planning meeting for the Silverlake/Sunset
Junction Street Fair.  A small group of us met there, and I remember having the delicious French Onion soup, the big deep red inviting
booths and the friendly service that still remains today.  As a young person I learned that people come together and plan community
events in a place like Taix.  Taix has since been a place for celebrations, birthdays, business meetings, dinners and all things late night
steadily in my life. Not just my life, but EVERYONE I know, knows Taix!  On any given night it is lively, full and bustling.  It is open when
everything else is closed, It is a neighborhood establishment that is like a good friend you can always count on.

8 Jonathon Stearns
One of my favorite memories of those shows was when there was a table of middle aged ladies who were hoo�ng and
hollering the whole �me w e played. Later I cha. ed with them and found out they were tourists from New Orleans, and were
so thrilled we were playing those songs, they said they were amazed at their good fortune as they had just randomly gone
there. That to me is what makes Taix great. Not the insider crowds comprised of people in other bands like you’d play for at
Spaceland or Silver Lake Lounge, it was a place where the “real” LA converged with that insider scene and gave things this
unpredictability that made it super magical. It didn’t ma� er that there was no actual stage, that we had to delay our start �me
un�l the Dodg er game ended and the tables were cleared, it didn’t ma� er we got paid with food vouchers or that the parking
lot guy was an asshole. It was a pure strain of Los Angeles that could never be duplicated.
The last thing LA needs is more ugly, overpriced bee hive residen�al c omplexes, let’s stop and think what we want for LA in 10
or 20 years. Will there be anywhere le� we can take our kids we had been to ourselves when we were young?  
Jonathon Stearns

9. LENA KOUYOUMDJIAN
I love Taix! When I was 18 and had just moved to LA to attend USC, my mom and I were driving past Taix on Sunset Blvd when she exclaimed
"wait a sec, I've been here!" In the late 60's, while at Scripps College in Claremont, she came to eat there with friends when they would drive into
LA for a night out. What stands out in her memory is the soup. 
After college, I moved to Silverlake, and then a year later Echo Park. I have made more memories at Taix over the last 10 years than I can count.
It has become the place I go to celebrate good news (a new job!) or when I'm feeling sad (I got dumped!), or what has come to be my favorite--
all the small things in between: the hilarious end-cap to an awkward BBQ; when an obligatory "drinks with work acquaintance" turned into hours
of gossip; the date my friend Ryan was trying to go on that I accidentally crashed; when it's Wednesday and my boyfriend and I are bored; when
we've had the perfect dinner and I've realized just how much I love my friends. 
I've had different "usual" orders over the years, but it has always included at least one Tito's martini with 3 olives, and a mountain of fries with a
side of mayonnaise. One of the things that I've missed during quarantine is the feeling of being immersed in something; being able to step into
another world or experience, like a movie theatre or play. Taix was one of those places for me. Whatever was happening outside had no bearing
on what was happening inside, where it was always dark, always martini-time, and I could always make the same joke every time I pulled out
one of the rolly chairs in the bar: "time for the board meeting!" (I didn't say it was a good joke!!)
I really hope Taix continues to be celebrated as the historic anchor of the neighborhood that it is, not least of all because I was planning to host
a holiday dinner there later this year. It is first on my list of places to go when we're out of this quarantine.

10. Mackenzie Yeager
Taix, 
So many important memories at your classic yet quirky establishment. I don't know what I will do for major holidays if you leave us... You are my
go-to for all important events. Every year my friends and I say the same thing after going through New Year's Eve party possibilities, "... Let's just
go to TAIX." We loved it when we were in our early 20s and it was a fun, unique place to go that wasn't trying to be a club or fit into the "cool"
silver lake area. They were always classic and elegant and fun. We still go, now in our 30s, where the clientele is now closer to our age!  Where
will go with my best friend for every Valentine's Day? It's a tradition our Valentines Days are a romantic dinner at TAIX, with flowers, your
Valentines Dinner with martinis (of course!), gifts, and a photo shoot in the bathroom. 
Please let me know if there's anything we can do to keep you alive and going. 
xoxo
Mackenzie Yeager
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11. Mikki Saurer
I can’t tell you how many holidays with friends or family or both, birthdays, and other celebrations I’ve gone to or hosted at Taix. Or the
countless nights in the bar when musician friends performed there. In a city rich with history, Los Angeles is also known for its disregard for so
much of its architectural and cultural icons. Taix is an institution of historical significance and needs to be recognized and respected as such.
Thank you, Friends of Taix for trying to keep this beauty alive and well. 
Mikki Saurer

12. TRU
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Hello,  I love Taix, too!
In Taix there is a mural painting by Silvia Janson and myself. I had my baby Beata there while we painted.
There is a certain sheep different from the other in the scene with a letter B painter on it for Bernard, who had requested us to include a special
sheep for him.
Another memory was on my birthday, going there for dinner turned out we never left the cocktail room. I swear I only had two double martinis,
but I don’t remember much after that.
All I know is I just barely recovered in time to get to the airport the next day to fly to Paris. 























































































































































































 
Building Permit History 

1911 W. Sunset Boulevard 
Echo Park 

 
 
 
March 25, 1929: Building Permit No. 7853 to construct a 1-story, 26’ X 66’, 

stone-tile restaurant building with metal lath and plaster interior 
partitions, at 1911 Sunset Boulevard on Lots 2, 3 and West 50 
Feet of Lot 1, of the Lake Side Tract. 

 Owner: Mrs. Ona Spaulding 
 Architect: Edgar E. Butler 
 Contractor: Not Listed 

Cost: $3,500.00 
 

April 23, 1929: Building Permit No. 11098 to place steel frames for illuminated 
sign.  

 Owner: J. W. Botwin 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Paul Bateman (signed permit) 
 Contractor: Neosign Co. 

Cost: $40.00 
 

May 2, 1929: Building Permit No. 12016 to make an addition of 8’ X 17’ of 
stone tile for vegetable room with restaurant. 

 Owner: Ona W. Spaulding 
 Architect: Ed E. Butler 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $225.00 
 
November 5, 1934: Building Permit No. 15001 for the erection of sign according to 

accompanying plans. 
 Owner: Noah Botwin 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Mann Sign Co. 

Cost: $280.00 
 



 
 
 
June 10, 1935: Building Permit No. 9700 to add toilets. 
 Owner: N. Botwin 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: George J. Fosdyke 
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $300.00 
 

July 22, 1938: Building Permit No. 22987 to erect a one story brick building to 
be an addition to present restaurant and be used for a cocktail 
lounge and a toilet room. 

 Owner: Ona W. Spaulding 
 Architect: Charles F. Plummer 
 Engineer: J. J. Rees 
 Contractor: Not Let, None 

Cost: $2,500.00 
 

August 3 1938: Building Permit No. 24277 to build a one story 26’ X 30’ brick 
addition to existing building. 

 Owner: Botwich Cafe 
 Architect: Charles F. Plummer 
 Engineer: J. J. Rees 
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $1,000 .00 
 

October 7 1938: Building Permit No. 33073 to install a tile bulkhead. 
 Owner: Spaulding 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: P. H. Miller 

Cost: Not Listed 
 
November 8, 1940: Building Permit No. 45432 to replace fire damage to roof and 

dining room ceiling – No additions or changes.  Replace as 
before fire – Less than one square of shingles off roof.. 

 Owner: W. B. Taylor 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: Uree H. Radford 

Cost: $90.00 
 



 
 
 
March 21, 1946: Building Permit No. LA07838 to add 24’ X 30’ masonry 

addition to cafe. 
 Owner: Ona W. Spaulding 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $1,500.00 
 
March 29, 1946: Building Permit No. LA9047 to add 28’ X 125’ frame addition 

to existing building. 
 Owner: Ona W. Spaulding 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $7,400.00  $900.00 
 
April 10, 1946: Building Permit No. LA10351 to wreck demolish and remove 

residence at 1921 Sunset Boulevard. 
 Owner: Lucile O’Neill 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $200.00 
 
July 29, 1946: Building Permit No. LA18406 to remove house from Lot 3, 

Lake Side Tract to Lots 33 and 34, Tract No. 4178. 
 Owner: Martin M. Hunt 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None  
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $2,000.00 
 
December 27, 1946: Building Permit No. LA32419 for proposed addition required 

for proper sanitation & fire regulations, for increased kitchen 
area, food storage, replace toilets & lockers & dining. 

 Owner: O. W. Spaulding 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: MacIntosh & MacIntosh 
 Contractor: Once Selected 

Cost: $40,000.00 



  
July 18, 1947: Building Permit No. LA16747 for addition 38’ X 131’ – 1 story 

– frame & stucco exterior. 
 Owner: Ona W. Spaulding 
 Architect: Henry E. Bean 
 Engineer: Henry E. Bean  
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $20,000.00 
 
October 2, 1947: Building Permit No. LA26077 to see plans for Permit No. 

16747/47 change arrangement on non-bearing partitions and 
enlarge opening into existing building. 

 Owner: O. W. Spaulding EtAl 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Palo Y. Lyarla 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $100.00 
 
August 12, 1949: Building Permit No. LA18812 to complete work authorized on 

Permit #16747 (1947) changes and make corrections listed on 
final inspection sheet dated Jan – 21-1949 – No additions. 

 Owner: O. W. Spaulding EtAl 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Palo Y. Lyarla 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $500.00 
 
October 25, 1949: Building Permit No. LA25240 for new canopy at front of bldg... 
 Owner: Botwin 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: J. M. Sexton 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $300.00 
 
November 10, 1949: Building Permit No. LA27115 to enlarge small dining room, 

construct fire place & conc. walls on both cocktail lounge & 
small dining room with knotty pine. 

 Owner: Botwins Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $1,000.00 
 

 
 



 
 
December 18, 1949: Building Permit No. LA29768 to erect sign on roof. 
 Owner: O. W. Spaulding EtAl 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: J. M. Sutton 
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $200.00 
 
October 2, 1947: Building Permit No. LA26077 to see plans for Permit No. 

16747/47 change arrangement on non-bearing partitions and 
enlarge opening into existing building. 

 Owner: O. W. Spaulding EtAl 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Palo Y. Lyarla 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $200.00 
 
January 10, 1950: Building Permit No. LA02535 to construct steel canopy at side 

of Bldg. 6’ X 8’ & increase size of dining room # 2 as shown on 
plans. 

 Owner: O. W. Spaulding 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: J. M. Barton 
 Contractor: Sampson 

Cost: $300.00 
 
August 28, 1961: Building Permit No. LA96294 to erect 1 4’ X 7’ metal & plastic 

neon projecting sign. 
 Owner: Rafael’s 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Brite Light Neon 

Cost: $600.00 
 
June 19, 1962: Building Permit No. LA13318 for adding 8’ X 10’ exterior 

canopy, interior alterations & addition (Exit vestibule). 
 Owner: Mr. Taix 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: G. Sexton 
 Contractor: Mr. Simpson 

Cost: $2,000.00 
 



 
 
 
June 27, 1962: Building Permit No. LA14014 for adding stucco and wood trim 

to front only. 
 Owner: Taix Brothers 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Saxton 
 Contractor: Harold Simpson 

Cost: $3,000.00 
 
June 19, 1962: Building Permit No. LA14263 to change size of existing 

vestuble to 8’6” X 12’ on LA13318//62. 
 Owner: Mr. Taix 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: G. Sexton 
 Contractor: Mr. Simpson 

Cost: $200.00 
 
July 6, 1962: Building Permit No. LA14737 for revising permit 14014/62 

(Exterior changes). 
 Owner: Taix Brothers 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Geo Sexton 
 Contractor: Mr. Sampson 

Cost: $125.00 
 
January 29, 1963: Building Permit No. LA29582 to erect one 6’ X 6’, 1’ X 4’ & 

one 1’ X 4’ metal & plastic post signs.   
 Owner: La Casita 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: G. M. Neon Corp. 

Cost: $500.00 
 
October 2, 1963: Building Permit No. LA53386 to add 690 s. f. 2 story 14’ X 26 

& 5’ X 30’ 9” 24’ high addition to enlarge existing restaurant. 
 Owner: Les Feres Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: G. F. Sexton 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $15,000.00 
 



 
 
 
 
January 14, 1964: Building Permit No. LA56176 for revise footing – LA53386/63.  

No change in plot plan. 
 Owner: Les Freses Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: G. F. Loxton 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $300.00 
 
February 27, 1964: Building Permit No. LA59825 for 222 sq. ft. illuminated roof 

sign being relocated. 
 Owner: Les Freres Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Vincent Kevin Kelly 
 Contractor: Nite & Day Sign Co. 

Cost: $500.00 
 
April 16, 1964: Building Permit No. LA63902 to install suspended ceiling, first 

floor. 
 Owner: Pierre Taix 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $300.00 
 
February 18, 1966: Building Permit No. LA19282 to erect water tank on roof. 
 Owner: Los Freres Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: J. M. Sexton 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $300.00 
 
January 11, 1968: Building Permit No. LA70274 for a 43’ X 134’ one story & 

partial basement addition. 
 Owner: Les Freres Taix 
 Architect: Nelson, Moffatt & Wolverton 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Mr. Sampson 

Cost: $165,000.00 
 



 
 
 
 
July 23, 1968: Building Permit No. LA70929 for shoring for installation of new 

basement. 
 Owner: Les Freres Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: Nielson, Moffatt and Wolverton 
 Engineer: Geo. J. Fosdyke 
 Contractor: None 

Cost: $500.00 
 
March 17, 1969: Building Permit No. LA84312 for a 4’ X 8’ projecting sign. 
 Owner: Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Three Star Sign Co. 

Cost: $800.00 
 
May 29, 1970: Building Permit No. LA09687 to install steel beam in inerior 

kitchen masonry wall opening (previously cut). 
 Owner: Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: Wilson & Thompson 
 Contractor: Andre V. Pastor 

Cost: $2,000.00 
 
January 4, 1971: Building Permit No. LA21171 to install ceramic tile, walls and 

quarry tile floor. 
 Owner: Taix Brothers 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Andre Pastor 

Cost: $6,000.00 
 
November 4, 1975: Building Permit No. LA16239 to alter existing office & dining 

room by relocation of stair (1-hr occupancy separation). 
 Owner: Les Freres Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: Nielson, Moffatt & Wolverton 
 Engineer: Geo. J. Fosdyke 
 Contractor: McCormick Construction 

Cost: $18,000.00 
 
 
 



 
 
February 15, 1979: Building Permit No. LA77720 for interior alterations-convert 

wine shop to banquet room-change of use – interior work only. 
 Owner: P. Taix 
 Architect: R. C. Nielsen 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Gallow Const. Co.  Not Selected 

Cost: $3,000.00 
 
July 6, 1990: Building Permit No. VN79218 to install a 4’6” X 12’ steel and 

plastic wall sign on porte cochere. 
 Owner: Taix Restaurant 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: 3 Star Signs 

Cost: $2,970.00 
 
July 30, 1991: Building Permit No. LA78691 to remodel 2 bathrooms to 

comply with handicap. 
 Owner: Mike Taix 
 Architect: None 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Royce Construction 

Cost: $13,000.00 
 
October 24, 2000: Building Permit No. LA05462 to redo signage with one porte 

cochere roof sign state “Taix French Restaurant”, one 
illuminated double sides projecting sign, two wall signs. 

 Owner: Raymond M. and Toni R. Taix 
 Architect: Victor Montgomery 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $8,741.00 
 
October 25, 2000: Building Permit No. LA05481 for façade and storefront remodel 

(See PCIS comments).  Work including cosmetic finish repair, 
add (4) metal trellis with concrete footing (3) wood trellis and 
(10) wood shutters. 

 Owner: Raymond M. and Toni R. Taix 
 Architect: Victor Montgomery 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Owner 

Cost: $21,972.00 
 



 
 
October 10, 2001: Building Permit No. LA19176 is supplemental to 

2000LA05462.  Change contractor from “Owner-Builder” to 
Malia Construction, Inc. 

 Owner: Raymond M. and Toni R. Taix 
 Architect: Victor Montgomery (per previous permit) 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Malia Construction Inc. 

Cost: $0.00 
 
October 10, 2001: Building Permit No. LA19193 is supplemental to 2000LA05481 

for change from “Owner-Builder” to contractor.  No fee, Dept. 
error. 

 Owner: Raymond M. and Toni R. Taix 
 Architect: Victor Montgomery (per previous permit) 
 Engineer: None 
 Contractor: Malia Construction Inc. 

Cost: $0.00 
 
 

































































































































































































Les Freres Taix 
Photographs 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 



 

 
Les Freres Taix, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 1, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, West facade, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 1, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, porte-cochere, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 1, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, satellite view, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, January, 2020 (Photograph by Google Earth) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, view from approaching from the East, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, East facing sign, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, rear facade, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, brick part of original Botwin’s, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, awning support poles, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, brick in front planter/bulkhead, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, main tower and sign, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 15, 2020 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, neon cocktail sign, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 26, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, main tower and sign in 2005, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard (Kent Kanouse Photographer) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, main tower and sign circa 2012, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard (Unknown Photographer) 

 



 
 

 
Les Freres Taix, front entry and gable, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 1, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, front planter brick, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 13, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, half timbering and bulkhead on West facade, 1911 W Sunset Blvd, June 26 2020 (Photograph by Annie Sperling) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, porte-cochere over main entry, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, June 15, 2020 (Photograph by Annie Spirling) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, main entry and hall, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Nov 2014 (Unknown Photographer) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, Main entry, 1911 W Sunset Boulevard, Apr 21 2019 (Photograph by E. Betancourt) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, interior hallway, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Jul 2018 (Photograph by Matthew Morrison) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, main dining room before redecoration, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, November 2014 (Photograph by B. R.) 

 
 



 
Les Freres Taix, main dining room after redecoration, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Nov 23, 2019 (Photograph by Margaux C. ) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, chandeliers uncovered, circa 2014 (Photographer Unkowen) 



 
Les Freres Taix, chandelier with new shade, tin ceiling, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, 2020 (Unknown Photographer) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, dining room, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Dec, 2019 (Photograph by Jenna Didier) 

 



 
Les Freres Taix, Second dining room, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Nov 2014 (Unknown Photographer) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, mural in banquet room, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, circa 2019 (Unknown Photographer) 

 
 



 
Les Freres Taix, 321 Lounge, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Nov 2014 (Unknown Photographer) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, 321 Lounge, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, unknown date (Unknown Photographer) 

 



Taix French Restaurant 
Photos of original building 

 

 
Taix French Restaurant in Champ d’Or Hotel, 321 Commercial Street, just before demolition in 1964. 

 

 
Taix French Restaurant in 1950s, before courthouse was built behind it. 

 



 
Taix French Restaurant circa 1960, showing proximity to Civic Center. 

 

 
Taix French Restaurant circa 1960.  

 



 
Taix French Restaurant circa 1960, family style dining 

 

 
 

Botwin’s Restaurant 
 

 
The current Taix building as Botwin’s in 1941. (LAPL) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Les Freres Taix, city designation of Taix Square sign, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, July 30, 2020 (Photograph by Carol Cetrone) 

 

 
Les Freres Taix, 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, August 12, 2015 (Photograph by Charles J. Fisher) 
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Taix Restaurant | 1911 W Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90026 | TaixFrench.com 

September 22, 2020 

Cultural Heritage Commission 
City of Los Angeles 
200 North Spring Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 

Re:  Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination - Taix French Restaurant; 1911 W. Sunset Blvd. 

Honorable Members of the Cultural Heritage Commission: 

My family and I are so gratified by the community’s interest in helping us continue the 
legacy of the Taix Restaurant.   I am writing to introduce the Cultural Heritage Commission to 
my family’s plan to preserve the Taix Restaurant and to ask that you support it. 

 My family created the Taix French Restaurant, and through our cooking and hospitality, 
have made it something dear to the hearts of Angelinos for now close to one hundred years.  
Our entrepreneurship and perseverance has stewarded and preserved Taix through the Great 
Depression, through World II, several recessions, the federal government’s condemnation of 
our original downtown location, urban decline, numerous remodelings, and periodic changes in 
public taste.  Well before the current pandemic, it became clear to us that Taix cannot continue 
in its current format and premises, and so – to enable us to continue our business – we created 
the plan described below. 

 Preserving the legacy of the Taix Restaurant is not a matter of bricks and mortar.  It is a 
matter of restaurant economics and changing public tastes to which we must respond.  Though 
we acknowledge the well-meaning intentions of the Silver Lake Heritage Trust and the Los 
Angeles Conservancy, preserving Taix is not something that can be accomplished with the tools 
of architectural history or by designating it as a City Historic-Cultural Monument.  Indeed, well-
meaning intentions can have negative and unintended consequences which could put an end to 
the Taix Restaurant if the City does not act with careful consideration. 

The City of Los Angeles has recognized Taix for its importance as a legacy business 
before (see Exhibit A), and we have no objection to our restaurants site being recognized as a  
Historic-Cultural Monument if it is done properly and in a manner that allows us to evolve so 
that we can preserve and continue our business.  And so, we ask that in considering the 
application before it, the Commission support our plan, and – if the Commission does nothing 
else – it observe the primary dictate of the Hippocratic Oath:  “Do No Harm.” 

Accordingly, for the reasons discussed in more detail below, on behalf of our family I 
respectfully request, that if the Commission chooses to recommend that Taix French Restaurant 



 

Taix Restaurant | 1911 W Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90026 | TaixFrench.com 

be added to the City’s list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, the Commission recommend that 
the designation pertain to the site of the restaurant (and not the existing building) and that the 
Commission find that: 

1. The Taix French Restaurant exemplifies significant contributions to the broad 
cultural, economic or social history of the City and state of California; 

2. The primary significance of Taix French Restaurant as a historic-cultural resource 
is as a commercial use and legacy business that has been dear to the hearts Angelinos for 
almost 100 years despite many changes in its location, premises, décor, format, and menu; 

3. Preservation of the Taix French Restaurant as a historic-cultural resource 
requires that it be able to respond to economic and social challenges that compel changes in its 
current physical premises; 

4. The Taix family preservation plan will enable the continuation of Taix French 
Restaurant at its present site, and includes character-defining interior and exterior features that 
will continue to convey the historical significance of the restaurant and justify the inclusion of 
its site on the City’s list of Historic-Cultural Monuments.  

A. Taix’s Present Circumstances 

a. Taix’s Cultural Significance is not in Current Building 

The cultural significance of the Taix Restaurant  is most assuredly not the building in 
which it is located or our tenant improvements, and the application filed by Silver Lake Heritage 
does not contend that it is: 

“Taix French Restaurant is significant as one of the oldest and most enduring 

businesses in Los Angeles. The dining establishment has remained in continuous 

operation between 1927 and the present in its two locations, and remains one of the 

city’s most iconic and beloved local businesses, as well as one of the last vestiges of 

historic Frenchtown.” 

The Historic Resource Group’s accompanying report concedes considering how to 
address Taix as a legacy business resource is complex because “evaluating properties that are 

significant for their use is difficult, and the guidelines and eligibility standards are relatively 

subjective in comparison to the established thresholds for evaluating other types of 

significance.”  HRB goes on to recognize that long-lived businesses often have a social – 
“intangible” – importance rather than a physical or architectural significance:  



 

Taix Restaurant | 1911 W Sunset Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90026 | TaixFrench.com 

“In Los Angeles and elsewhere, well‐established and long‐lived businesses take on 

important social qualities and often, over time, they organically mature into iconic and 

revered cultural institutions. Their endurance becomes ingrained into a community’s 

collective memory and plays an integral role in defining a community’s sense of cultural 

and commercial identity. Businesses such as these “have the power to bring people 

together, provide a sense of continuity with the past, and lend [cities] a rich and layered 

identity” that is rooted in aspects of their history. Though the reasons belying their 

significance are typically rooted in tradition, culture, and other intangible qualities, 

these businesses are important because they build a very tangible bridge linking the 

present with the past.” 

b. Taix Cannot Continue In Its Present Building and Format 

The truth is that Taix cannot continue in its present building and format.  Indeed, while 
some may find that our premises evoke a certain nostalgia, Taix’s over-sized and aged building 
and infrastructure – and the property taxes, operational, staffing, maintenance and insurance 
costs associated with them – as well as changing public tastes, would have led to Taix’s closure 
had our family not adopted the preservation plan that we are asking your Commission to 
support.  Put simply, Taix is no longer profitable and its premises are a white elephant. 

Even before the COVD-19 public health emergency, our facilities (particularly our 
extensive banquet facilities) were significantly under-patronized due to increased competition 
and changing public habits.  We no longer need, and cannot afford, a large parking lot, when 
more and more of our patrons are using Uber and Lyft.  Organizations that used to meet in our 
banquet rooms weekly or monthly are now far and few between, and most no longer exist.  We 
are now long-past the point where Taix’s operating revenue is able to support this unnecessary 
overhead.  

Maintaining and insuring our aged-infrastructure consumes a major portion of our 
reduced revenue.  Even if we could snap our fingers and down-size the restaurant and our 
property, millions of dollars would be required to accomplish the build-out we require and 
provide capital to restart the business – millions of dollars which the non-existent profits of the 
restaurant cannot provide.  Needless to say, the public’s affection and civic recognition cannot 
provide those dollars either. 

In 2018, we realized that in order to continue Taix, the best course for us would be to 
sell the property to a user that would help us continue at our current site, in a new ‘right-sized’ 
format, with new infrastructure.  We carefully examined over a dozen developers, and we 
ultimately decided to move forward with Holland Partner Group, to whom we sold the property 
in the summer of 2019.  HPG has a history of building quality and thoughtful developments 
throughout Los Angeles and Southern California. Their vision of what this corner of Echo Park 
could be, with placemaking and the additional energy housing provides, were aligned with the 
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ideas we had to renew and continue Taix.  And together, we began planning the next “new 
Taix.” 

Moreover, the structure of our transaction with HPG saved us.  Although the restaurant 
is no longer profitable, HPG has enabled us to stay open by relieving us of the burden of 
mortgage debt, property taxes and insurance, and by giving us free rent.  The last few months 
of the COVID 19 public health emergency have further reinforced the long term need to adjust 
our business plans.  Sales have significantly dropped, and even at zero rent, the cost of 
operating the restaurant is not nearly being covered.  The easy thing to do for us is give up, but 
we are not doing that. 

B. Taix Has Continually Changed Since Its Founding 

Those who may believe it is necessary to ‘freeze’ Taix in time in order to preserve are 
not sufficiently acquainted with our actual history, and do not understand what our restaurant 
is as a cultural resource.  As entrepreneurs, our family business has had to adapt over and over 
again in order to survive.  Indeed, in 1962, aware that the federal government would soon 
‘condemn’ our original downtown premises, my grandfather took the risky step of moving what 
was already a City institution to ‘new’ premises in Echo Park and – on top of that – he changed 
the restaurant’s format from family-style dining to entrée menu service.  But, notwithstanding 
the dramatic changes in locale, décor, menu and service that took place, the public recognized 
that grandad had preserved what was essential in “Taix.”  As the LA Times reported: 

Original Bargain Duplicated1 

The family and I finally got around to trying what some people call “The new 

Taix.”  It is at 1911 Sunset Boulevard, just east of Alvarado Street, and its true name is 

Les Freres Taix. It is the old Botwin’s Café and is somewhat décor‐dash wise, a far cry 

from the original Taix down on Commercial Street – tufted leather booths, carpeting, 

table cloths, and attractive waitresses rather than 80‐year‐old waiters.  Incidentally, the 

original Taix is still in business, hasn’t yet been bulldozed as a lot of people seem to 

think.  Anyway, at the so‐called “new Taix” you get the same generous tureen of 

excellent vegetable soup, salad with the same garlicy dressing, huge serving of pot roast 

with large portions of tomato‐infested zucchini, creamed au gratin potatoes, sherbet, 

and coffee – all for $2.25.  It is not exactly a gourmet repast.  But, you can’t beat the 

price.  What’s more, they have a red Mountain Wine for 90 cents a half bottle (by Louis 

Martini) that needs no apologies.  And the cocktail lounge is exceptionally attractive.  For 

an economical dine‐out treat for the family, or to takeout the girl friend on the night 

before payday, this in one of the town’s better bargains. 

 

1 Los Angeles Times, Sunday, November 3, 1963. 
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Moreover, the changes did not stop in 1962.  We have never stood still; no service 
business can afford to do so.  In 1969, we undertook a major renovation that included adding 
banquet rooms, a wine shop and cellar, the porte cochere, a parking lot, a new bar and the 
cocktail lounge.  The 1970s brought a more continental menu and saw the onset of 
neighborhood blight.  In the 1980s, continental cuisine began to fall out of public favor.  We 
changed our menu, began a room-by-room remodeling to impart an older look to our 
restaurant, and closed our wine shop.  That process continued into the 1990’s and 2000’s, 
when we added many older-looking features such as tin ceilings, patinaed mirrored walls, more 
brick wainscoting, antique-style light fixtures, changed booth layouts and covering, and wood 
paneling.  Little today is left from the 1969 renovation – but our family’s legacy business 
continues to be recognized by the public. 

C. Our Preservation Plan 

There are four key components of our family’s preservation plan for Taix:  (1) remain at 
our site; (2) off-load overhead that the restaurant can no longer support; (3) move into right-
sized premises with new infrastructure; and (4) retain our identity while responding to current 
public tastes and preferences.  Our sale to HPG has enabled us to accomplish the first two 
objectives.  The other two components of our plan are discussed in more detail below. 

a. Right-Sized Premises with New Infrastructure 

As explained earlier, it is not economically feasible to continue to operate in our current 
premises.  Therefore, every plan we have considered requires that Taix be reborn into a 
smaller, approximately 5,000 square foot footprint with new kitchen, storage, and HVAC 
facilities.  Retaining our aged existing building, and its inefficient and outmoded layout, would 
be fundamentally incompatible with this objective. 

Working with HPG, we developed a plan to renew Taix into a new right-sized restaurant 
facility.  Because the conventional preservation approach often involves some recognition of a 
building’s existing edifice, our initial plan proposed fronting the new building with our current 
faux-Normandy Sunset Boulevard elevation.  See Exhibit B.  But frankly, that plan pleased no 
one:  not City Planners who wanted to see us activate our stagnant Sunset Boulevard and make 
it pedestrian friendly; not local stakeholders who told us that retaining what they considered a 
kitschy, rather tired ‘screen set’ would be an empty gesture that added nothing to the 
community; and not preservation voices who are uncomfortable with the idea of new 
construction.  We were asked to think instead about the importance of our site in relation to 
surrounding properties and the street grid, and how redevelopment of our site could benefit 
the community over the decades to come. So together with HPG, we went back to the drawing 
board.  
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b. Taix In its New Context 

Together with HPG, over the next year we engaged with a “design council” of local 
stakeholders brought together by Councilmember O’Farrell.  Through a series of design 
iterations (see Exhibit C) we were ultimately asked to create a pedestrian paseo through the 
Project from Reservoir and Liberty Streets to Sunset Boulevard that would provide a visual 
corridor through to Park Avenue and Echo Park to the south. 

The resultant transit and pedestrian-friendly development provides 5,500 square feet of 
new restaurant space for Taix to continue in its current location and footprint, an additional 
7,500 square feet of ground floor retail space that will activate the paseo and Sunset Boulevard, 
and 166 residential units (including 24 units reserved for very low income households). 

A second pedestrian paseo will connect the main Project paseo to the Edendale Branch 
Library (whose parking and primary entrance is from Alvarado Street) transforming our 
property into the “hub” of the neighborhood – with Taix at its very center.  Our shared property 
line with the library will include four “walk-up” units and a large scale mural. 

Our schematic designs have been shared with the Echo Park Improvement Association 
and the Echo Park Neighborhood Council, who ultimately asked us to finish it with architecture 
that would be “of Echo Park, and for Echo Park.” 

With this direction, the design team explored the Echo Park neighborhood, looking to 
strong examples of early 20th century architecture nearby. The traditional architecture, with 
pronounced top, middle and bottom horizontal separations, unique storefront street frontages, 
fire escape balconies and selective uses of arched windows were common themes that the 
team embraced in the Taix design. Further, given the architectural period of inspiration, 
pictures of the original Taix building in downtown LA offered direction as well.  See Exhibit D. 
With the black framed storefront and red canopies overhead, the new Taix design now provides 
a distinct nod to the original home of the restaurant.  See Exhibit E. 

c. The “New Taix” 

At the center of all this will be the “New Taix” – right -sized , designed to respond to 
current public tastes, planned with efficiency in mind, and finished in an aesthetic that will 
provide a familiar experience to our long time patrons.  Those patrons will be greeted with an 
adaptation of the storefront that graced our original downtown premises flanked by our 
existing "Cocktails" sign.  The “New Taix” will remain on its existing site, along Sunset, with its 
footprint occupying approximately the same position as our bar lounge today.   

Therefore, when we reopen, our patrons will find us just where we were… 
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The new Taix will be comprised of approximately 5,500 square feet broken into multiple 
interior rooms, with an adjoining 1,500 square foot outdoor dining patio along the Project’s 
new pedestrian paseo that will connect Sunset Boulevard to Reservoir Street.  See Exhibit F.  
Our new indoor/outdoor format will respond to the public’s desire to enjoy the popular 
California outdoor dining experience so much in demand while sheltering diners from the 
hubbub of traffic along Sunset.  See Exhibit G.  The outdoor patio will be directly integrated into 
the restaurant’s interior via operable window-door assemblies that will allow light into Taix’s 
interior, and allow our interior space to seamlessly flow into the outdoor environment. 

Inside, we will retain Taix’s feel and sense of place by reusing our beloved Cherrywood 
bar top, along with our trademark patinaed mirrors lining the wall behind the bar. See Exhibit H 
Much of the restaurant’s ceiling will be covered with a faux-tin ceiling tile similar in style to that 
found in our dining rooms today.  The bar room walls will be lined with half a dozen booths, 
with the center of the bar room housing tables that can be moved and adjusted as the occasion 
demands.  

Further back in the restaurant, there will be a darker and more intimate space for 
another dozen horseshoe, Pullman and circular booths like we have today.  This space is 
conceived to embrace the darker "speak-easy" experience many of our current patrons enjoy.  
Patinaed mirror treatment along the walls and the faux tin tiles on the ceiling provide the depth 
of material to accent the plush booth benches that wrap the perimeter of this room. 

Beyond this space, a small private dining room can be accessed designed for more 
intimate parties of approximately a dozen guests, with the restrooms and operations office 
further down the corridor.  The kitchen, back of house and associated storage will be positioned 
in the center of our space with a backdoor that leads directly to an off-street loading zone and a 
secure and ventilated commercial trash room. 

D. Conclusion 

As the City Council Resolution presented to us on the occasion of our 60th anniversary 
noted,  

“WHEREAS CIRCUMSTANCES, TIME AND PLACES HAVE CHANGED DURING THE 

PAST SIX DECADES, BUT THE WARMTH, CAMARADERIE AND SIMPLY GOOD FOOD AND 

SERVICE REMAIN THE SAME.  THE SPIRIT OF THE BROTHERS –LES FRERES –LIVES” 
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In the spirit of the City Council’s Resolution, and for all of the foregoing reasons, we ask 
that if your Commission chooses to recommend that Taix French Restaurant be added to the 
City’s list of Historic-Cultural Monuments, the Commission recommend that the designation 
pertain to the site of the restaurant and that the Commission adopt the findings set forth on 
the first page of this letter.   

 

Thank you for supporting our efforts to preserve the Taix French Restaurant, 

 
Mike Taix 
 
cc: Councilmember Mitch O’Farrell 

Lambert Giessinger, Office of Historic Resources 
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Exhibit A – City Council Resolution 
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Exhibit B Summer 2019 - Initial Taix development designs envisioned removing and reinstalling the Sunset fronting elevation of 

the existing structure. Significant updates would be required to ensure code compliance, fire-life safety requirements and 

structural needs. The general response from community stakeholders favored removing the elevation to provide greater public 

space and more connectivity between the multiple street frontages of the site. 

 

 

 
 

Exhibit C Spring 2020 – The submitted Taix development designs reimagined the use of the site by creating a publicly 

accessible pedestrian paseo connecting Sunset Blvd to Reservoir St. creating an off-street opportunity for Taix to include outdoor 

dining in the process. Community stakeholders generally supported the approach, but asked that the architecture be improved. 
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Exhibit D 1920’s-1950’s – The original Taix in downtown Los Angeles served as architectural inspiration to create a more 

traditional aesthetic that would be fitting with the neighboring buildings so central to the Echo Park identity. The strong 

horizontal lines between commercial ground floor, middle floors, and the top are prevalent in this more traditional design. 

Storefronts with different glazing assemblies not reaching full floor to ceiling and covered by canopies become focal elements.  

 

 
 

Exhibit D 1920’s-1950’s – The original Taix in downtown Los Angeles served as architectural inspiration to create a more 

traditional aesthetic that would be fitting with the neighboring buildings so central to the Echo Park identity. Fire escape 

balconies, more ornate windowsills and headers are prevalent in this more traditional design. 
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Exhibit E Summer 2020 – The updated Taix design takes inspiration from the original Taix building from downtown, as well as 

the other Echo Park buildings from the same era of early 1900’s architecture. The more traditional aesthetic has strong vertical 

lines with the white pilasters but also provides for horizontal breaks between top, middle, bottom portions of the building. The 

public paseo has been enlarged from the previous version creating greater connectivity through the site. 

 

 

  
 

Exhibit E Summer 2020 – View from Park Ave and Sunset Blvd. 
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Exhibit E Summer 2020 – Looking West down Sunset Blvd. Original Taix signage retained in place overlooking The 

Sunset/Reservoir intersection. 
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Exhibit F Summer 2020 – Interior space plan for new Taix restaurant. Sunset Blvd is plan Right, Reservoir St. is plan Left with 

the public paseo and outdoor dining at the base of the plan. Patrons can enter from one of two entrances off the paseo into the bar 

room or to the hostess desk, a small private dining room and right-sized kitchen utilize the upper portion of the plan. 
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Exhibit G Summer 2020 – Along the main pedestrian paseo, storefronts with different glazing assemblies not reaching full floor 

to ceiling and covered by canopies become strong elements reminiscent of an earlier period. The 5,500 SF Taix restaurant space 

has ample outdoor seating, accessed via operable window-door assemblies, connecting the interior barroom and outdoor paseo 

seamlessly. 

 

  
 

Exhibit H Summer 2020 – The 5,500 sf Taix restaurant includes multiple rooms, with the bar room being located on the 

prominent Sunset/Paseo corner, similarly located to its current location on the site. The new Taix bar reuses the existing wood 

Cherry bar top and relies on similar design cues and finish material choices of the existing restaurant to maintain the sense of 

place and experience that patrons have come to love. Operable window-door assemblies create a seamless transition into the 

outdoor dining space from the bar area. 
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Exhibit H Summer 2020 – The 5,500 sf Taix restaurant includes multiple rooms, with the bar room being located on the 

prominent Sunset/Paseo corner, similarly located to its current location on the site. The operable window-door assemblies create 

a seamless transition into the outdoor dining space on the paseo into the bar area. The ability to have outdoor seating, off the busy 

street frontage of Sunset Blvd has become all the more critical in today’s environment. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This historic resource assessment evaluates two parcels that include one commercial building, 
located at 1911 W. Sunset Boulevard (Assessor Parcel Number 5404-001-034), and a surface 
parking lot, located at 1929 W Sunset Boulevard (Assessor Parcel Number 5404-001-007). The 
properties are collectively referred to in this report as “subject property” or “Taix Restaurant.” 
Located in the Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Park Community Plan Area (CPA), the subject 
property has been owned and occupied by Taix Restaurant since 1962 and functions as an 
approximately 18,000 sq. ft. French restaurant and banqueting facility.  
 
The Taix Restaurant was identified in Survey LA, the City of Los Angeles’ recently completed 
citywide historic resource survey, as potentially “individually eligible for local listing or 
designation through survey evaluation” as a “long-standing commercial presence in a 
community.” The SurveyLA record states: 
 

Taix French Restaurant has been located here since 1962. Established in 1927, the 
restaurant was originally located downtown in the Champ D'Or Hotel, which itself was 
founded in 1912 by the Taix family. However, it appears to meet local criteria only and 
may not meet significance thresholds for National Register or California Register 
eligibility.  

 
This report confirms the prior finding of eligibility, concluding that the subject property is 
significant as a “legacy business” for association with its long-time owner-operator, Taix 
Restaurant. As discussed in detail in this document, Taix Restaurant is a French restaurant that 
was established in 1927 in downtown Los Angeles and moved to the subject property in 1962. 
Initially rebranded as Les Freres Taix, the restaurant dramatically changed the exterior and 
interior appearance of the building at the subject property through two phases of alterations: upon 
moving to the property in 1962 and again in 1968-1969 with a major remodel and expansion to 
the west. The restaurant generally appears now as it did in 1969, though changes were made to 
the interior with several remodeling projects implemented in the late 1980s through the 2000s. 
 
The Taix family has concluded that continued operation of the restaurant in its current size and 
format is no longer economically viable. Due to changes in the restaurant and banqueting 
industry, the Taix restaurant and banquet business has significantly declined, and the banqueting 
and restaurant space is underutilized and cannot support staff and overhead (utility, capital, and 
maintenance costs). The kitchen is oversized and outdated, as are the restaurant’s plumbing, 
electrical and utility systems. Accordingly, the Taix family has decided to sell the property to a 
new owner. The new owner is planning a mixed-use multi-family development. In connection 
with the sale of the property, the Taix family and the new owner are collaborating on a plan that 
would enable the continuation of the restaurant  in its current location in a financially viable 
format and size, and with upgraded code-compliant restaurant infrastructure.  
 
Preservation of legacy businesses, the long-time businesses that have become cultural touchstones 
in their respective communities, is an important and emerging area of study in the field of historic 
preservation. The National Trust for Historic Preservation recognizes that efforts to preserve 
legacy businesses represent a desire to preserve “intangible elements of culture and community 
that these businesses have created over time.”1 However, maintaining such resources in an 
economically viable format presents unique historic preservation challenges, especially when 

                                                
1 “Seven Tips for Protecting Legacy Businesses,” National Trust for Historic Preservation, November 17, 2015, 

https://savingplaces.org/stories/seven-tips-for-protecting-legacy-businesses#.XSObm3JYZPY, accessed July 17, 2019. 
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considering those properties that are not necessarily significant for their architecture or physical 
design. This report includes a section on the preservation of legacy businesses and describes how 
other cities, such as San Francisco and Seattle, have recently begun pioneering efforts aimed at 
helping such businesses continue to operate and thrive. 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a thorough assessment of the subject property, with a 
history of construction, alterations, owners, and occupants. The subject property is evaluated 
against relevant historic contexts, especially the history of the Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian 
Park CPA and contexts for commercial identity in Los Angeles and the restaurant property type. 
This report confirms the SurveyLA finding that the Taix Restaurant appears significant as a 
legacy business and important local restaurant and cultural institution, with a period of 
significance beginning in 1962 and ending in 1980. This report also identifies the significant 
character-defining features of the Taix Restaurant from its period of significance, with the goal of 
informing a future development project at the subject property that retains significant character-
defining features to the maximum extent feasible.  
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II.  CONSULTANT QUALIFICATIONS 
 
This report was prepared by Kathryn McGee with editorial assistance from Jenna Snow. Ms. 
McGee visited and photographed the subject property on November 26, 2018 and January 23, 
2019. 
 
Kathryn McGee 
Ms. McGee is an architectural historian and historic preservation planner based in Los Angeles. 
With over eleven years of experience, she meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional 
Qualification Standards in Architectural History. Ms. McGee launched an independent practice in 
2015. She previously worked as a Senior Associate at historic preservation consulting firm, 
Chattel, Inc. Her educational background includes a Bachelor of Arts degree in architectural 
history from the University of California, Santa Barbara and a Master of Urban and Regional 
Planning degree from the University of California, Irvine. She has also completed the Summer 
Program in Historic Preservation at the University of Southern California and is a LEED 
Accredited Professional with specialty in Neighborhood Development. Her consulting work 
entails writing reports for purposes of environmental and local project review; preparation of 
historic resource assessments and surveys; preparation of technical reports for General Plan 
Updates; evaluation of properties seeking or complying with Mills Act Contracts; and 
consultation on adaptive reuse and federal Investment Tax Credit projects. 
 
Jenna Snow 
In January 2015, Jenna Snow launched an independent historic preservation consulting practice 
office in Los Angeles. With over fifteen years of professional experience, Ms. Snow has a strong 
and broad understanding of best historic preservation practice, including federal, state, and local 
regulations. She has worked on a wide range of projects on both the east and west coasts, as well 
as internationally. Ms. Snow holds a M.S. in Historic Preservation from Columbia University and 
a B.A. in Fine Arts focusing on architectural history from Brandeis University. She meets the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards in Architectural History. 
Throughout her career, Ms. Snow has authored, co-authored, and/or served as project manager for 
nearly 100 historic preservation projects, including a wide variety of historic resource 
assessments, National Register nominations, and historic resources surveys. She regularly 
contributes to environmental impact reports, historic preservation certification applications, 
Section 106 reviews and other work associated with historic building rehabilitation and 
preservation planning. Ms. Snow has prepared multiple National Register nominations, including 
the Twohy Building in San José, CA; the Beverly Hills Women’s Club in Beverly Hills, CA; the 
Sam and Alfreda Maloof Compound in Rancho Cucamonga, CA; the Boyle Hotel/Cummings 
Block in Los Angeles, CA; the West Los Angeles Veterans Affairs Historic District in Los 
Angeles, CA, and Temple Ohave Israel in Brownsville, PA. She has completed historic resources 
surveys, including coauthoring historic context statements in Hollywood, Whittier, CA, and 
South Los Angeles. Prior to her consulting work, Ms. Snow worked for the New York City 
Department of Design and Construction in New York, NY, the Freedom Trail Foundation in 
Boston, MA, and the Neighborhood Preservation Center in New York, NY. 
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III.  METHODOLOGY 
 
Project methodology involved research in a variety of databases and repositories, as described 
below. 
 
SurveyLA: The City of Los Angeles recently completed a citywide historic resource survey; the 
Taix Restaurant was identified as an historical resource in the survey. The historic context 
statement prepared for the survey is referenced in this report.  
 
Historic Property Data File: The California State Office of Historic Preservation (OHP) keeps 
statewide records on historic properties. Records for Los Angeles are indexed in the Los Angeles 
County Historic Property Data File (HPDF). There are no entries for the subject property, 
indicating it has not been previously identified, outside of SurveyLA. 
 
Sanborn Maps: An historic Sanborn fire insurance map report for the subject property was 
ordered from Environmental Data Resources, Inc. Sanborn map coverage includes maps from 
1906-1970 and is included in Attachment B.  
 
Building Permits: Historic building permits are available online through the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Building and Safety website. All permits were reviewed, and relevant data is 
referenced in this report. A table of available permit data is attached in Appendix A.  
 
Online Databases: Online databases were searched, including United States Federal Census, 
voter and death, and city directory records available on Ancestry.com, and Los Angeles Times and 
other newspaper articles available on Newspapers.com. Relevant information is referenced in this 
report. 
 
Aerial Photographs: Historic aerial photographs were obtained through an online database of the 
University of California, Santa Barbara and in-person archival research at University of 
California, Los Angeles Air Photo Archive. Relevant photographs are included in Attachment B. 
 
Books: The Taix Restaurant is mentioned in two books on the history of Los Angeles restaurants, 
George Geary’s, L.A.’s Legendary Restaurants, published in 2016, and Josh Kun’s To Live and 
Dine in L.A.: Menus and the Making of a Modern City, from the collection of the Los Angeles 
Public Library, published in 2015. 
 
Historic Plans: The current owner provided copies of historic plans documenting alterations in 
the 1960s and 1990s, as well as invoices for work and other related documents, and several 
historic photographs. Relevant data is referenced in this report. 
 
Owner Interview: An interview was conducted with current owner Michael Taix on January 23, 
2019. The purpose of the interview was to understand the history of the restaurant and changes to 
the property over time. Relevant data is referenced in this report. 
 
  



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 5 

IV.  REGULATORY SETTING 
 
National Register 
 
The National Register of Historic Places is “an authoritative guide to be used by federal, state, 
and local governments, private groups, and citizens to identify the nation’s cultural resources and 
indicate what properties should be considered for protection from destruction or impairment,”2 
Administered by the National Park Service, the National Register is the nation’s official list of 
historic and cultural resources worthy of preservation. Properties listed in the National Register 
include districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that are significant in American history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture. Resources are eligible for the National 
Register if they meet one or more of the following criteria for significance: 
 

A) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history; or 

B) are associated with the lives of significant persons in our past; or 
C) embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or 

that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that 
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack 
individual distinction; or 

D) have yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in history or 
prehistory.3 

 
Once a resource has been determined to satisfy one of the above criteria, then it must be assessed 
for “integrity.”4 Integrity refers to the ability of a property to convey its significance. Evaluation 
of integrity is based on “an understanding of a property’s physical features and how they relate to 
its significance.” The National Register recognizes seven aspects or qualities of integrity: 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. To retain integrity, a 
property must possess several, and usually most, of these aspects. 
 
Relationship to this report: The Taix Restaurant is not listed in the National Register. For the 
reasons stated in this report, the subject property may meet National Register eligibility 
requirements, though it does not appear to retain sufficient integrity for listing in the National 
Register.  
 
California Register 
 
Based substantially on the National Register, the California Register is “an authoritative guide… 
used by state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the state's historical 
resources and to indicate what properties are to be protected.”5 For a property to be eligible for 
listing in the California Register, it must be found by the State Historical Resources Commission 
to be significant under at least one of the following four criteria: 
 

1) is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage; or 

                                                
2 National Register Bulletin #16A: How to Complete the National Register Registration Form, National Park Service, 

1997. 
3 National Register Bulletin #15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Park Service, 1990, 

revised 2002. 
4 National Register Bulletin #15. 
5 California Public Resources Code §5024.1(a), http://codes.lp.findlaw.com/cacode/PRC/1/d5/1/2/s5024.1. 
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2) is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; or 
3) embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 

construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual or possesses 
high artistic values; or 

4) has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 
 
Also included in the California Register are properties which have been formally determined 
eligible for listing in or are listed in the National Register; are registered State Historical 
Landmark Number 770, and all consecutively numbered landmarks above Number 770; and 
Points of Historical Interest, which have been reviewed and recommended to the State Historical 
Resources Commission for listing.   
 
Relationship to this report: The subject property is not listed in the California Register. As noted 
earlier, Survey LA found that the Taix Restaurant “appears to meet local criteria only and may 
not meet significance thresholds for National Register or California Register eligibility.” For the 
reasons stated in this report, the Taix Restaurant may meet California Register eligibility 
requirements. Significant character-defining features are identified in this report. 
 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was enacted in 1970 and offers protection for 
identified historical resources. In general, for purposes of CEQA and environmental review, an 
“historical resource” is that which has been determined eligible for listing in the California 
Register, or one that is designated at the local level. The term “historical resource” includes the 
following:  

 
1. A resource listed in, or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 

Commission for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub Res 
Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR, Section 4850 et seq).  

2. A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical 
resource survey meeting the requirements Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources 
Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant. Public agencies 
must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence 
demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant.  

3. Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a lead 
agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, 
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, 
or cultural annals of California may be considered to an historical resource, provided 
the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the 
whole record.  

 
Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if 
the resource meets the criteria for listing on the California Register (Pub Res Code SS5024.1, 
Title 14 CCR, Section 4852). 

 
The fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined to be eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical Resources, not included in a local register of historical 
resources (pursuant to 5020.1 (k) of the Public Resources Code), or identified in an historical 
survey (meeting the criteria in Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code) does not 
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preclude a lead agency from determining that the resource may be an historical resource as 
defined in Public Resources Code Sections 5020.1 (j) or 5024.1.  

 
Relationship to this report: Because the Taix Restaurant was identified in SurveyLA, a local 
historic resource survey meeting the requirements Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources 
Code (SurveyLA), and for the reasons stated in this report, it is presumed to be historically or 
culturally significant. Therefore, the Taix Restaurant appears to qualify as an historical resource 
under CEQA. 
 
City of Los Angeles 
 
§22.171.7 of the Los Angeles Administrative Code defines criteria for designation of a Historic-
Cultural Monument (HCM). For ease in applying local eligibility, the following numbers are 
assigned to the criteria, which align, to a large degree, with National and California Register 
criteria. Resources eligible for HCM designation are:  
 

1) Historic structures or sites in which the broad cultural, economic or social history of 
the nation, state or community is reflected and exemplified; identified with important 
events in the main currents of national, state, or local history; or 

2) Historic structures or sites identified with personages in the main currents of national, 
state or local history; or 

3) Historic structures or sites which embody the distinguishing characteristics of an 
architectural type specimen, inherently valuable for a study of a period style or 
method of construction or a notable work of a master builder, designer, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his age. 

 
An HPOZ is defined as: 
 

a planning tool which recognizes the special qualities of areas of historic, cultural, or 
architectural significance. An HPOZ does not change the underlying zoning, rather it lays 
an added level of protection over a zone through local board oversight.6  

 
The HPOZ criteria for evaluation state that structures, natural features, or sites within the 
involved area, or the area as a whole, shall meet one or more of the following: 
 

A. Adds to the historic architectural qualities or historic associations for which a property is 
significant because it was present during the period of significance, and possess historic 
integrity reflecting its character at that time.  

B. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established 
feature of the neighborhood, community, or City.  

C. Retaining the structure would help preserve and protect an historic place or area of 
historic interest in the City.7  

 
Relationship to this report: The Taix Restaurant was identified as eligible for listing as an HCM 
in SurveyLA, the City’s recently completed historic resource survey. This report confirms the 
Taix Restaurant appears to meet eligibility criteria for listing as an HCM, though the subject 

                                                
6 Cultural Heritage Masterplan, City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department, adopted 2000: 44, 

www.preservation.lacity.org.  
7 Cultural Heritage Masterplan, City of Los Angeles Cultural Affairs Department, 45. 
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property does not appear to be a contributor to any HPOZ. Significant character-defining features 
are identified in this report. 
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V.  PRESERVATION OF LEGACY BUSINESSES 
 
The preservation of legacy businesses, also known as heritage businesses and/or cultural heritage 
assets, is an emerging area of study for preservation professionals in the United States. Current 
economic conditions and other factors have caused “alarming loss of heritage businesses, 
nonprofits, and other arts and culture institutions.”8 The National Trust for Historic Preservation 
recognizes that efforts to preserve legacy businesses present unique issues and represent a desire 
to preserve “intangible elements of culture and community that these businesses have created 
over time.”9  
 
The City of Los Angeles recognizes the importance of legacy businesses in SurveyLA, the 
recently completed citywide historic resource survey. The SurveyLA historic context statement 
for “Commercial Identity,” which is included in this report, asserts the importance of such 
resources. The historic context statement also identifies properties that have already been 
designated as City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments for related associations, as well 
as those that appear eligible under the same context. 
 
While legacy businesses are important to the cultural identity of the communities in which they 
are located, maintaining a legacy restaurant business over time poses unique challenges. 
Businesses may move locations. Owners must respond to a changing marketplace, changing 
business models and many other related considerations, such as high rents and gentrification, and 
the passing down of a business to future generations. The City of Los Angeles does not currently 
have a program to incentivize preservation of legacy businesses. While the City has a Mills Act 
Historical Property Contract program, which may provide some relief from property taxes in 
exchange for maintaining an historic building, there are no financial incentives available for 
maintaining a business. Other cities, such as San Francisco and Seattle, have recently pioneered 
efforts in the arena of legacy business preservation.  
 
San Francisco Heritage, the city’s leading historic preservation membership organization, 
prepared a report in 2014 (hereinafter referred to as “San Francisco Heritage Report”) describing 
the issues of preserving the, often intangible, qualities of legacy businesses: 
 

Traditionally focused on architecture and monuments, the field of historic preservation in 
the United States has in recent years begun to respond to calls from organized 
communities to develop new tools for identifying and protecting intangible social and 
cultural resources.10 

 
The San Francisco Heritage Report also identifies the problem with many current historic 
preservation programs and their approach to retaining resources that are not always significant for 
architecture or design: 
 

Despite their effectiveness in conserving architectural resources, traditional historic 
preservation protections are often ill-suited to address the challenges facing cultural 
heritage assets.11 

 

                                                
8 San Francisco Heritage, Sustaining San Francisco’s Living History: Strategies for Conserving Cultural Heritage Assets, 

September 2014: 4. 
9 “Seven Tips for Protecting Legacy Businesses,” National Trust for Historic Preservation, November 17, 2015, 

https://savingplaces.org/stories/seven-tips-for-protecting-legacy-businesses#.XSObm3JYZPY, accessed July 17, 2019. 
10 San Francisco Heritage, 7. 
11 Ibid., 4. 
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The San Francisco Heritage Report includes a section focusing on preservation of legacy bars and 
restaurants, including those representing the city’s non-architectural heritage.12 San Francisco 
Heritage’s Legacy Bars and Restaurants initiative has a process of “certifying” businesses that 
“must have achieved longevity of 40 years or more, possess distinctive architecture or interior 
design, and/or contribute to a sense of history in the surrounding neighborhood.”13 While bars and 
restaurants with notable architecture may be included in the program, having notable architecture 
is not a requirement for program inclusion. 
 
In 2015, the City of San Francisco Board of Supervisors approved creation of the San Francisco 
Legacy Business Registry. The registry website states the following intention:  
 

The Legacy Business Registry works to save longstanding, community-serving 
businesses that so often serve as valuable cultural assets. The City intends that the 
Registry be a tool for providing educational and promotional assistance to Legacy 
Businesses to encourage their continued viability and success.14 

 
The City defines a legacy business based on several factors, which do not necessarily require 
significant architecture for program inclusion: 
 

A "Legacy Business" is defined as a business that has been nominated by a member of the 
Board of Supervisors or the Mayor and that the Small Business Commission has determined 
meets the following criteria: 
 

• The business has operated in San Francisco for 30 or more years, with no break in 
San Francisco operations exceeding two years. The business may have operated in 
more than one location. If the business has operated in San Francisco for more than 
20 years but less than 30 years it may still satisfy this subsection (b)(1) if the Small 
Business Commission finds that the business has significantly contributed to the 
history or identity of a particular neighborhood or community and, if not included in 
the Registry, the business would face a significant risk of displacement. 

 
• The business has contributed to the neighborhood's history and/or the identity of a 

particular neighborhood or community. Prior to the hearing, the Small Business 
Commission, or the Executive Director of the Office of Small Business on its behalf, 
shall request an advisory recommendation from the Historic Preservation 
Commission as to whether the business meets the requirement in this subsection 
(b)(2). If the Historic Preservation Commission does not provide an advisory 
recommendation within 30 days of receipt of the request, the Small Business 
Commission shall treat such nonresponse as an advisory recommendation that the 
business meets the requirement in this subsection (b)(2). 
 

• The business is committed to maintaining the physical features or traditions that 
define the business, including craft, culinary, or art forms.15 

 
The City of Seattle is another major jurisdiction that has recently focused on the issue of 
preserving legacy businesses. In 2017, Seattle conducted a study of the issues and published a 

                                                
12 San Francisco Heritage, 5. 
13 Ibid., 12 
14 City of San Francisco Legacy Business Registry, San Francisco Planning Department, 

https://sfplanning.org/project/legacy-business-registry, accessed July 15, 2019. 
15 Ibid. 
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report (hereinafter referred to as “Seattle Study”).16 In addition to the issues of aging 
infrastructure and need for capital investment, the Seattle Study focused on the changing business 
models in the food service industry, which have similarly affected the Taix Restaurant, noting the 
following: 
 

Legacy businesses in the food services industry also face increased competition from 
fast-casual chains and large groceries. This competition may require legacy businesses to 
shift to new business models. Businesses that provide community value (such as a local 
gathering place) may find it easier to compete with lower-cost online, chain, or big-box 
options.17 

 
The Seattle Study also describes that there are generational factors that affect legacy businesses: 
 

Older businesses close for different reasons than younger businesses, sometimes because 
they have already successfully navigated many of the challenges which fell their younger 
counterparts. Compared with younger businesses, older businesses are more likely to 
close due to an owner/operator’s sale of the business, retirement, illness, or death. 
Nationally, over 58% of businesses more than ten years old close for these reasons.18 

 
One of the primary considerations for preservation of legacy businesses is how associated 
properties should be evaluated when considered for inclusion in historic registers. The San 
Francisco Heritage report suggests that the manner in which preservation professionals consider 
the “integrity requirement” needs to be broadened. Historic register listings generally require 
retention of original physical fabric in order for a property to retain sufficient integrity for listing. 
However, properties significant for non-architectural associations, such as association with 
certain legacy businesses, may no longer have physical features from an early period that are 
intact. Strict interpretation of the integrity requirement might not allow certain properties to be 
included in local registers even if they have important intangible cultural associations. The San 
Francisco Heritage Report describes how this can limit the breadth of property types found 
eligible for inclusion in historic registers:  
 

Rather than treating the loss of the physical fabric as a justification for intervention, the 
integrity standard can lead to the opposite result by disqualifying properties from 
eligibility for landmark protection. The impact of these shortcomings is acute: fewer than 
8 percent of the 87,000 property listings in the National Register of Historic places are 
associated with the histories of communities of color, women, and LGBTQ 
communities.19  

 
In the California Office of Historic Preservation’s Preservation Matters newsletter in 2012, 
Milford Wayne Donaldson, a preservation architect and the current Chairman of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation, writes about the issue of integrity and argues for broadening of 
property types considered for inclusion in the National Register. He writes:  
 

Bringing a more dynamic understanding of change over time into the National Register 
criteria is closely linked to the analysis of the seven aspects of integrity—location, 

                                                
16 City of Seattle, Legacy Business Study, September 2017, 

http://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/economicDevelopment/22820_Legacy_Report_2017-09-25.pdf, accessed July 15, 
2019. 

17 Ibid., 28. 
18 Ibid., Legacy Business Study, 14. 
19 San Francisco Heritage, Sustaining San Francisco’s Living History, 8.  
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design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, association. Although basic standards 
are necessary, a strict interpretation of architectural integrity can exclude properties that 
still possess considerable historical significance. Design and workmanship tend to be 
weighted most heavily when evaluating integrity. Instead, association, setting, and feeling 
should be more strongly considered when evaluating integrity to incorporate a large 
variety of resources.20 

 
SurveyLA recognizes there may be a need for lower integrity thresholds for properties identified 
as significant under the Commercial Identity Historic Context Statement, the context under which 
the Taix Restaurant was identified. The Context Statement provides the following: 
 

Some alterations may be acceptable if they were made during the period of significance 
for a business and if significance is not also based on architectural quality.21 

 
This inclusive approach may allow legacy businesses to meet eligibility criteria for listing as a 
City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument even when the buildings have sustained some 
alterations.  
 
Relationship to this report: Taix Restaurant was originally located in downtown Los Angeles 
beginning in 1927, moved to its current location at the subject property in 1962, and remains in 
operation. It is considered a significant legacy business. Despite the change of scenery from the 
original to the current location, the restaurant has been praised for the continuity of its legacy. 
The Los Angeles Times reported in 1963 on the newly opened restaurant at the subject property as 
a 35-year-old “eating landmark.”22 Another article from the same year, titled, “Original Bargain 
Duplicated,” described with great enthusiasm how the menu options remained unchanged, despite 
dramatic differences between the appearances of the original and new buildings.23  
 
The Taix Family has concluded that continued operation of their restaurant in its current size and 
format (including underutilized banquet rooms and outdated kitchen, plumbing, electrical systems 
and supporting facilities) is no longer economically viable. In connection with the sale of their 
property, the Taix family and the new owner are collaborating on a plan that would enable the 
continuation of the restaurant in its current location in a financially viable format, size and with 
upgraded code-compliant restaurant infrastructure.  
 
The City of Los Angeles does not have a program to financially incentivize the retention of 
legacy businesses. However, the manner in which SurveyLA addresses integrity thresholds for 
properties identified as significant under the Commercial Identity Historic Context Statement 
suggests eligibility of Taix Restaurant as an historical resource may be maintained even in the 
event the resource has had some degree of alteration. This may provide flexibility with regard to 
how alterations to the resource are considered in the context of a future development project. 
  

                                                
20 Milford Wayne Donaldson, Preservation Matters, California Office of Historic Preservation, Vol. 5, No. 3, Summer 

2012: 4. 
21 City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, Context: 

Commercial Development, 1850-1980, Theme: Commercial Identity, 1920-1980, August 2016, 7. 
22 “Original Bargain Duplicated,” Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1963: 494. 
23 Ibid. 
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VI.  PROPERTY DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY 
 
Physical Description 
 
Site 
(Attachment A, Current Maps and Aerials; Attachment C, Current Photographs.) 

 
Fig 1: Current aerial, subject property outlined in red (Google Earth aerial) 
 
The subject property consists of two parcels, with one restaurant building at 1911 W. Sunset 
Boulevard, and a surface parking lot at 1929 W Sunset Boulevard, in the Silver Lake-Echo Park-
Elysian Park Community Plan Area (CPA). The complete range of addresses included is 1911-
1929 W. Sunset Boulevard and 1910-2018 W. Reservoir Street. Bounded by W. Reservoir Street 
to the northeast, N. Alvarado Street to the northwest, and W. Sunset Boulevard to the south, the 
subject property is oriented southeast, but for purposes of this report is described as oriented 
south (Fig 1). The site slopes upward to the north. Surrounding development consists of a mix of 
uses, with buildings constructed in different decades. The adjacent property immediately to the 
east includes a restaurant, home to Baby Blues BBQ, 1901 W. Sunset Boulevard, constructed in 
1950. To the west is a one-story office building, 1931 W. Sunset Boulevard, constructed in 1959, 
and the one-and-a-half-story Edendale Branch Library, 2011 W. Sunset Boulevard, constructed in 
2004. Across Sunset Boulevard is Citibank office tower, 1900 W. Sunset Boulevard, constructed 
in 1964, and the one-story Brite Spot Café, 1918 W. Sunset Boulevard constructed in 1965.  
 
Exterior 

   
Figs 2 and 3: Subject property, current views northeast and north, respectively, from Sunset Boulevard 
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The restaurant building at the subject property is oriented south toward Sunset Boulevard, is 
generally one-story, has an irregular plan corresponding to the shape of the site, and features 
multiple rooflines, with roofs clad in a combination of contemporary material and slate tile (Figs 
2 and 3). Decorative features, implemented with elements of French Revival style, are focused at 
the south façade, which has three bays corresponding to phases of construction and is 
asymmetrical in composition. Exterior walls are of textured stucco, with applied half-timbering 
serving a decorative function at the south façade and west elevation, while a brick wall 
incorporating a planter runs the length of the elevation. 
 
At the south façade, the center bay has a false front gable flanked by slender, rectangular towers 
with flared metal roofs finishing in finials. The eave of the front gable is supported by simple 
wood brackets; a multi-light stained glass casement window with fixed wood shutters is 
positioned below the gable peak. The recessed entrance door is offset from the center, has a wood 
enframement, and consists of decorative wood double doors, with a decorative lava rock wall to 
the west. The west bay has a hipped roof that incorporates pop up dormer vents, and a large 
rectangular tower at the southeast corner, which has a flared metal roof finishing in a finial. 
Decorative half-timbering adorns the wall. The east bay is simpler by comparison to the center 
and west bays, with a hipped roof and deep eave. The wall is set back slightly from the sidewalk 
edge. The eave is supported by two simple round posts set at angles, extending from under the 
southernmost part of the eave to the bottom of the wall. The aforementioned brick wall 
incorporating a planter sits lower in east bay than in the center and west bays. Tall shrubs obscure 
views of east bay fenestration, which consist of a trio of fixed pane windows with etched glass 
flanked by plastic shutters fixed in the open position. There is no half-timbering or other 
decorative trim in the east bay.  
 
The west elevation fronts the surface parking lot and has three bays. Half-timbering decoration 
and low brick walls from the façade wrap center and south bays. A porte cochere in the center 
bay extends west and is wide enough to accommodate the width of two cars. The porte cochere 
features a hipped roof supported on a pair of rectangular brick columns on concrete bases at its 
west end. Aligned with the porte cochere is the main entrance to the building, which includes a 
deeply recessed entry area, with a pair of wood double doors leading into the interior foyer, as 
well as a single wood door set at an angle to the north, leading into the wine room. The recessed 
entry area has half-timbering detailing and a low brick wall along its the south wall, while the 
ceiling incorporates simple, rectangular recessed light fixtures, and the flooring is of slate tile. 
South of the main entrance, the south bay includes a brick chimney covered in foliage and curved 
at the base, and a secondary entrance door. The north bay is simpler in terms of detailing, void of 
ornamentation and with a flat roof.  
 
The north elevation is utilitarian and unadorned. It includes a wall segment angled northwest as 
well as a larger wall segment aligned with the sidewalk edge. The wall portion angled northwest 
opens onto a fenced service yard where there are secondary entrance doors and a canopy extends 
across the small yard. The wall portion aligned with the sidewalk edge can generally be described 
a blank wall with several secondary entrance doors. It also features a two-story wall in its east 
end, with a recessed entrance at the first-floor level and contemporary windows at the second-
floor level. The wall is generally of stucco, and includes painted brick toward its center, where 
there is a pair of windows covered in metal security bars.  
 
The east elevation is not visible as it directly abuts the adjacent property.  
 
Signage includes: a small wall-mounted sign at the south façade reading “TAIX,” located east of 
the entrance; a projecting neon blade sign at the south façade reading “COCKTAILS,” extending 
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from the tower immediately west of the front gable; a larger, internally illuminated projecting 
blade sign reading “TAIX French,” with metal coil detailing above and below, extending from the 
south elevation of the tower at the southeast corner of the building; and a sign mounted to the 
south elevation of the porte cochere roof with two lines of text reading, “TAIX” in neon at the top 
with smaller, internally illuminated sign reading, “Reserve now for the holidays!” at the bottom. 
There is also a closed panel roof sign supported on a superstructure, located in the northeast 
corner of the roof, reading “TAIX.”  
 
Interior 

 
Fig 4: Ground floor plan with overlay identifying current nomenclature (base plan by Nielsen, Moffatt & Wolverton) 
 
Interior spaces are organized around corridors (see Fig 4 above for corridor and room 
nomenclature). The main point of access is the west elevation entrance, which leads into the 
Foyer. The Foyer is oriented east-west, accessing the Wine Room to the north and Cocktail 
Lounge to the south, as well as passage to the Banquet Corridor, oriented north-south. The 
Banquet Corridor leads to Restroom 1 and Banquet Room 1, located in the west portion of the 
interior. The Foyer and Banquet Corridor converge at the centrally located Alcove Seating Area, 
which serves as a lobby. The Alcove Seating Area provides access to Banquet Room 2 along its 
north wall, the Garden Room along its east wall, and the Dining Room Corridor at its southeast 
corner. The Dining Room Corridor runs east-west, and accesses Restroom 2 along its south wall 
Dining Rooms 1-3 to the east, which occupy the east portion of the interior. 
 
The Foyer has a raised landing inside the main entrance; three steps down lead into the space. The 
Foyer is framed overhead by a curved ceiling with painted finish. North and south walls feature 
brick bases with painted plaster walls with wood half-timbering decorative trim above. Wood 
molding supported on curved brackets runs the length of the walls creating a cove near the ceiling 
where linear florescent light fixtures are mounted. Wood trim and moldings throughout are 
stained dark with wavy edges. Doorways provide access into the Wine Room to the north 
Cocktail Lounge to the south. Foyer walls include stained-glass windows with nine divided lights, 
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located west of the doorway to the Wine Room and east of the doorway to the Cocktail Lounge. 
Doorways are bordered by wood moldings. Floors are of slate tile. Accent lighting consists of 
small lanterns mounted at door frames. 
 
The Wine Room has is accessed from the north wall of the Foyer and from the building exterior 
along the west elevation. Situated level with the Foyer landing, the Wine Room is accessed by a 
short flight of steps with a low metal rail. The Wine Room is rectangular with clipped corners. 
The room is encircled by built-in shelving with contemporary wallpaper backing along west, 
north and east walls. Shelving is divided by fluted pilasters. Crown molding borders the room, 
while a coved ceiling with round medallion at the center serves as a visual anchor. Lighting 
consists of a contemporary chandelier hung from the medallion as well as contemporary recessed 
ceiling fixtures. Flooring is of slate tile. 
 
Cocktail Lounge access is provided through doors off the Foyer and Alcove Seating Area. The 
entrance off the Foyer is defined by partial-height wood partitions incorporating multi-light 
stained glass. Rectangular in plan, the Cocktail Lounge centers on a bar stretching the length of 
the south wall, elaborated by a scalloped ceiling above. The ceiling’s textured surface is painted 
white capped with wood. There is a second scalloped ceiling above the north wall seating area. 
The north and east walls have wood paneling. The west wall is of brick and includes a brick and 
flagstone fireplace, as well as a secondary exit door south of the fireplace. Built-in upholstered 
seating lines north and east walls, while freestanding tables and chairs provide additional seating 
at the center of the room. The bar consists of a wood frame and cherry wood bar top, though the 
front is upholstered with contemporary fabric. The bar back includes built-in shelving with 
cupboards lining the south wall. The floor is generally carpeted, though there is concrete flooring 
near the bar. The central area of the ceiling contains recessed light fixtures.  
 
The Banquet Corridor provides access to Restroom 1 and Banquet Room 1 through doors in its 
west wall. The Corridor walls feature a contemporary brick base with smooth plaster walls above 
interspersed with vertically oriented contemporary wood trim, a simplified version of the more 
elaborate decorative half-timbering of the Foyer. Doorways are bordered in wood frames. Wood 
trim throughout is stained dark with wavy edges. Small, contemporary, projecting signs indicate 
entrances to rooms. Lighting consists of ceiling mounted fixtures. The floor is carpeted.  
 
Restroom 1 consists of men’s and women’s restrooms. The women’s restroom was accessed and 
includes two spaces: a powder room with contemporary vanity shelf and mirror, as well as a 
bathroom with two toilet stalls and two sinks. Finishes include contemporary wallpaper in the 
powder room, and pink tiles on the walls and floor in the bathroom. 
 
Banquet Room 1 is accessed through two doors off the Banquet Corridor. The room is rectangular 
in plan, with a partition wall dividing the room in half, creating two banquet spaces. The south 
space is called the Alsace Room, while to the north is the Champagne Room. Each room is 
defined by a recessed ceiling where contemporary chandeliers are hung. Additional lighting is 
provided though recessed ceiling fixtures. Perimeter walls are bordered by a brick base, with 
painted plaster surface above, interspersed with regularly spaced stained wood trim. 
 
Banquet Room 2 is about half the size of Banquet Room 1 and rectangular in plan. Walls are 
generally bordered by wood wainscot, with painted plaster surface above. Wall art includes an 
impressionistic painting on canvas. The artist was Biller; the painting was done in 1964.  
 
The Alcove Seating Area is centrally located and rectangular in plan. Entrance doors from the 
south elevation lead into the space, where there is a reception desk of contemporary wood in the 
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southwest corner. There is a central partition/feature wall of brick with wood accents that divides 
the space and creates a seating nook oriented toward a large stone fireplace, positioned along the 
north wall. Wood trim throughout is stained dark and features wavy edges. The floor is carpeted. 
 
The Garden Room is a small dining room. Access is provided through its west wall where the 
room is sectioned off by contemporary wood doors. Inside the room, the north, east, and west 
walls have a wood wainscot with painted plaster wall above, adorned with decorative half-
timbering trim. Distinctive wood doorframes and wood features throughout are stained dark with 
wavy edges. Flat wall surfaces are adorned with a painted mural, where subject matter appears to 
be the French countryside. The artist was Sylvia Johnson; the painting was done in 1990. 
 
The Dining Room Corridor, oriented east-west, is relatively simple and unadorned, with wood 
trim around doors, smooth painted finishes, and carpeted floor. 
 
Restroom 2 consists of men’s and women’s restrooms. The women’s restroom was accessed and 
includes one room with a sink and two toilet stalls. Finishes include contemporary wallpaper, and 
white and green tile on the walls and floor. 
 
Dining Room 1 is rectangular in plan. Contemporary wood frames around doors feature fluting 
detail. East and west walls incorporate contemporary mirrored panels separated by simple, 
rectangular engaged columns. The ceiling is recessed and clad in contemporary metal panels. The 
floor is carpeted. U-shaped dining booths upholstered in contemporary fabric encircle the 
perimeter of the space, while a combination of U-shaped and rectangular booths, divided by a 
central, contemporary partition, are arranged in a column at the center. Lighting consists of 
ceiling mounted chandeliers and wall sconces. Fixtures and finishes are contemporary. South 
elevation windows appear to have been altered with addition of contemporary, etched glass. 
 
Dining Room 2 is accessed through a doorway in the south end of its west wall. Similar to Dining 
Room 1, it is rectangular in plan with contemporary wood frames around the doors featuring 
fluting detail. Wall surfaces are clad in contemporary wallpaper. U-shaped dining booths 
upholstered in contemporary fabric encircle the perimeter of the space, while a combination of U-
shaped and rectangular booths, divided by a central, contemporary partition, are arranged in a 
column at the center. Lighting consists of ceiling mounted chandeliers and wall sconces. Fixtures 
and finishes are contemporary. Steps up to a doorway in the north wall access Dining Room 3. 
South elevation windows have contemporary, etched glass. 
 
Dining Room 3 is a small, private dining area, accessed by French doors in its south wall. It is 
irregularly shaped, accommodating space for two long dining tables. Fixtures and finishes are 
contemporary. A door in the west wall accesses a secondary hallway oriented north-south. 
 
Kitchen and Back-of-House Spaces are located in the north and northeast portions of the interior 
and are generally utilitarian and unremarkable. 
 
The Basement is accessed by two staircases and provides storage for wine and supplies. The 
stairs, walls, ceiling and floor are of concrete. The room is configured as one big open space with 
shelving inserted. It is generally utilitarian.  
 
The Second Floor Office is accessed by a stair in the northeast portion of the building. The space 
is configured as one big open room with a bathroom. Fixtures and finishes are contemporary.   
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History 
 
History of Construction and Alterations 
(Attachment B, Historic Maps and Aerials; Attachment D, Historic Photographs; Attachment E: 
Historic Menus and Newspaper Images)  
The following history of construction and alterations is based on information contained in 
available building permits, which are listed in Appendix A, available historic plans and historic 
aerials and photographs, visual inspection, and an interview with long-time and current property 
owner, Michael Taix.24 In 1929, a permit was issued construct a new restaurant building at the 
subject property, oriented south toward Sunset Boulevard. The permit was issued to Ona W. 
Spaulding (biography below). The new building was planned as a Class “C” structure, 26’x66’, 
one-story, and 15’-tall, with stone tile exterior walls, metal lath and plaster interior partitions, 
concrete floors, and a composition roof. The architect was Edgar E. Butler. No contractor was 
listed. Valuation of the permit was $3,500.00. The first tenant was Botwin’s Café (tenant history 
below). The original building was relatively simple in plan with few decorative features (Figs 5-
6). The building was remodeled in 1936, expanding it to the east and remodeling the south façade 
in the Streamline Moderne style (Fig 7). The new side addition was one-story, 24’x42’, and of 
brick construction, intended for use as a cocktail lounge and toilet room. In later years, Botwin’s 
expanded again, this time to the west (Fig 8), adding a new entrance corresponding to the “Sierra 
Room,” remodeling the façade with brick and wood veneer, adding the existing low wall of 
clinker brick that runs along the south façade, and adding the existing lava rock flanking the new 
westerly entrance. The property was occupied by Botwin’s Café until at least 1960,25 when the 
tenant changed to Rafael’s Restaurant, which only stayed about two years.26  
 

   
Fig 5 (left): Subject property in 1932, showing original building, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archive) 
Fig 6 (right): Subject property circa 1932, drawing of original building from menu (Flickr, user: Jericl Cat)   
 

   
Fig 7 (left): Subject property in 1940, showing building with side and rear additions, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archive) 
Fig 8 (right): Subject property, 1940-1960, showing building with west addition, view northeast (Flickr, user: Jericl Cat) 
 

                                                
24 Interview with Michael Taix, January 23, 2019. 
25 Los Angeles Street Address Directory, March 1960: 758. 
26 Los Angeles Street Address Directory, October 1961: 426. 
Los Angeles Street Address Directory, July 1962: 354. 
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Taix Restaurant, a French restaurant previously located in downtown Los Angeles, purchased and 
moved into the subject property in 1962, and has remained the owner-occupant since then 
(history of restaurant below). Taix Restaurant dramatically changed the exterior and interior 
appearance, removing the Streamline Moderne style façade, replacing it with a French Revival 
style façade, and reconfiguring and altering materials of the interior. Through two major phases 
of alteration, upon moving to the property in 1962, and again in 1968-1969 with a major remodel 
and expansion, Taix Restaurant removed the majority of prior historic material. Many changes 
were made to the interior with remodeling projects implemented in 1998 and in the 2000s. The 
following describes alterations implemented by Taix Restaurant.  
 
Upon occupying the property in 1962, Taix Restaurant began alterations. While the restaurant 
maintained its orientation toward Sunset Boulevard, and there continued to be a small parking lot 
to the west, the façade was remodeled with the new design centered on a false front gable with 
stucco walls and applied wood half-timbering, which served as a decoration. Historic aerial 
photographs convey the dramatic nature of alterations (Fig 9), as the architecture took on a 
kitschy French Revival style in reference to the restaurant’s French cuisine (Fig 10). There was 
no architect listed on building permits for remodeling work, though an engineer, George F. 
Sexton, and contractor, Harold Sampson, were listed (biographies below). Other work on the 
exterior included addition of an 8’x10’ canopy extending from the west elevation (1962), addition 
of new signs (1963), addition of a 690-square-foot second story at the northeast corner of the 
restaurant (1963), and addition of a water tank on the roof near the northeast corner of the 
building (1966), though the tank was replaced in the 1980s. 
 
The configuration of the interior in 1962 can be deduced from notes on later drawings (from the 
1968 alterations), Sanborn maps, and building permits. In 1962, the interior was much smaller 
than it is currently, with the main entrance leading from Sunset Boulevard into a central lobby 
and bar area, which opened up directly into a central dining area, with a large fireplace along its 
north wall (extant), and a bar in the existing Garden Room. There were dining rooms to the east 
(corresponding to existing Dining Rooms 1 and 2), and there was one small banquet room 
(corresponding to existing Banquet Room 2). There was no Cocktail Lounge in 1962, nor was 
there a large Banquet Room.  
 

   
Fig 9 (left): Subject property in 1964, showing façade remodel, view northeast (UCLA Air Photo Archive) 
Fig 10 (right): Subject property circa 1964, showing building with side and rear additions, view northwest (UCLA Air Photo Archive) 
 
In July of 1968, permits were issued for expansion of Taix Restaurant with a substantial new, 
one-story addition with a basement to the west. This work dramatically altered the existing 
building, incorporating new architectural features with a distinctive tower element at the 
southwest corner, and porte cochere extending from the west elevation, which reoriented the main 
entrance toward the west elevation and parking lot (Figs 11-13). New architectural features 
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referenced French Revival style architecture through the new tower element, with its sloped roof 
with finial detailing, as well as stucco exterior walls incorporating half-timbering decoration, and 
through interior design, discussed below. Alterations were designed by Nielsen, Moffatt & 
Wolverton (firm history below).  
 
The interior was reconfigured as part of the 1969 expansion, encompassing a substantial amount 
of new space in the west portion of the building. The entrance in the west elevation lead into a 
new Foyer with a curved ceiling, half-timbering trim, and stained-glass windows on the walls. 
The Foyer provided access to a new Wine Room, Banquet Rooms, and basement to the north and 
new Cocktail Lounge to the south, expanding the restaurant’s capability to host large groups of 
people. The Wine Room, which originally served as a wine shop, featured clipped corners 
encircled by built-in shelving, and had a separate entrance from the west elevation. (The Wine 
Room ceased to serve as a wine shop in 1979, when it was converted into a private dining room.) 
A new Banquet Corridor extended north of the Foyer, though it was simpler than the Foyer, 
without decorative features at the time. (The existing brick base and wood trim were added in the 
1990s.) The Banquet Corridor provided access to new restrooms (Restroom 1) as well as a large 
banquet room that could be divided into two spaces (Banquet Room 1). The Cocktail Lounge, 
added south of the Foyer, was anchored by a fireplace in its west wall and incorporated a long bar 
with a cherry wood top with built-in shelving for wine behind along its south wall. This room was 
framed by a distinctive scalloped ceiling along the north and south walls, while the wall surfaces 
were clad in flocked wallpaper. The Sunset Boulevard entrance remained in its original location, 
leading into the newly configured Alcove Seating Area where there was a cashier stand adjacent 
to a central brick feature wall. The former bar was converted into the Garden Room, serving as a 
private dining space. Dining Rooms 1-3 were retained in their existing locations. A certificate of 
occupancy was issued in August of 1969. 
 

 
Fig 11: Sanborn map of property in 1970, with blue indicating the 1969 addition and green indicating the 1962 configuration (EDR) 
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Fig 12 (left): Subject property in 1971, red arrow indicating newly constructed west addition (UCSB Aerial Photography Collection) 
Fig 13 (right): Subject property, current view showing porte cochere at left (McGee, 2018) 
 
Changes were made to the interior with several remodeling projects implemented in the late 
1980s through the 2000s.27 Especially notable are the following alterations implemented in the 
1990s, the majority of which were part of a comprehensive remodel implemented in 1998, 
designed by Nadel Architects, Inc.: 

• Wine Room: Existing perimeter shelving including engaged columns was added. The 
central ceiling medallion was also added. 

• Cocktail Lounge: Existing fire door was added along the east wall, built-in seating was 
reupholstered, and service station partition walls were added along the east wall. 

• Banquet Corridor: Existing brick veneer at wall bases and wood trim was all added.  
• Restroom 1: Restrooms were remodeled with all fixtures and finishes replaced. 
• Banquet Room 1: Early wallpaper was removed. Ceiling and wall finishes were replaced 

with existing.  
• Banquet Room 2: An acoustical tile ceiling was removed and replaced with the existing 

finishes. The existing wall art, which appears to be acrylic on canvas, was painted by an 
artist named Biller in 1964 and moved within the room in the 1990s to the existing 
location. Biller’s other work is unknown.28 

• Alcove Seating Area: Reception desk was moved from its positioning adjacent to the 
central brick feature wall to its current location in the southwest corner. The existing 
wood frame bordering the entrance to seating area, extending north from the brick feature 
wall near the fireplace, was added. 

• Garden Room: Existing wall mural was added in 1990, painted by Sylvia Johnson, whose 
other work is unknown. 	

• Dining Room Corridor: Existing wood door frames were added. Early wallpaper was 
removed and walls were painted. 

• Restroom 2: New accessible restrooms were added.  
• Dining Rooms 1-2: Existing north walls were added, enclosing the dining rooms from 

service spaces. Acoustical tile ceilings were removed and replaced with the existing 
ceilings. Contemporary metal paneling was added to ceilings and new wallpaper was 
added to walls. Several simple engaged columns or furred out walls were added along 
east and west walls to create visual balance and provide space for new electrical wiring. 
The existing fluted doorframes were added. Stained glass windows along the south wall 
were replaced with the existing fixed windows with etched glass. Dining booths were 
replaced with the existing booths upholstered in floral fabric. Configuration of U-shaped 

                                                
27 Information provided via email from current owner, Michael Taix, February 18, 2019. 
28 There is a local artist, Les Biller, who was active in the 1960s, though it is unclear if the art in Banquet Room 2 is his 

work or that of another local artist with a similar name. 
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booths around the perimeter remained generally intact, but central U-shaped booths were 
replaced with smaller, contemporary booths in a new configuration.  

• Dining Room 3: The acoustical tile ceiling was removed and replaced with the existing 
ceiling. All other finishes were changed to existing. 

 
Many other wall and ceiling finishes were changed throughout during the 1990s, including 
replacement of all original wallpaper and carpeting, where it existed, replacement of furniture, 
and replacement of light fixtures. One restaurant reviewer criticized the 1990s décor, noting, 
“While there is a hammered tin ceiling, the décor otherwise is straight from the 70s: mauve and 
gray booths, frosted glass, shiny brass fixtures. Unlike other Los Angeles landmarks—
Phillippe’s, the Pantry, Musso & Frank—the ghost of Raymond Chandler does not linger here.” 29 
Due to the negative feedback on the décor, subsequent changes were made to introduce faux 
historic elements into the interior an attempt to return the interior to its French roots, such as 
incorporating new wood paneling and trim.  
 
Regarding signge, in the late 1990s, the “Les Freres” script was removed from the east facing 
Taix roof sign, as the restaurant was doing business as “Taix French Restaurant” and no longer 
using the name “Les Freres Taix.” South façade signage other than the “cocktails” sign, was 
altered during 1990-2017 as well. The existing signage was added to the porte cochere after 
2000.30 
 
The following exterior and interior alterations were interior implemented since 2000:  

• Roof: The flat portion of the roof was reroofed and the pitched portions of the roof were 
patched and repaired in specific locations due to damage caused by graffiti. Evidence of 
patching is visible.  

• West Elevation: Entrance doors were replaced with existing. 
• Cocktail Lounge: Existing wood paneling was added to the walls, new upholstery was 

added to the base of the bar, existing wood caps (beams) were added to the scalloped 
ceiling, original wine racks in the back bar were replaced with shadow boxes and 
cabinets, and existing built-in booths and freestanding furniture were added.  

• Garden Room: Existing glazed wood doors were added to the west wall and the existing 
wood coatrack was added to the west wall, north of the doors. 

• Dining Rooms 1-2: Existing mirrored wall surfaces were added.  
• Back of House: Existing wood paneling on the hallway walls was added. 
• 2nd Floor Office: The second floor office space was remodeled with all new ceiling, wall 

and floor finishes. 
 
Summary of Alterations 
The building has been substantially altered since it was initially constructed in 1929, and no 
longer retains physical features from an early period. The exterior has been relatively unaltered 
from when Taix Restaurant altered the building in 1969, with exception of changes to the east bay 
of the south façade (replacement of windows, removal of original lanterns that hung under eaves, 
and alteration of curved walls surrounding secondary entrance door). Slate roofing material at the 
pitched portions of the roof is generally intact, though some areas have been patched with 
material that does not match existing. At the interior, the overall configuration of interior spaces 
is generally intact from 1969, though there have been alterations to materials, especially in dining 
rooms, implemented as part of remodeling done in 1998 and in the 2000s. While the decorative 
features of the Foyer, Alcove Seating Area, Cocktail Lounge and Garden Room are generally 
                                                

29 Michelle Huneven, “Old Enough to Know Better,” Los Angeles Times, November 6, 1992: 112. 
30 Information provided via email from current owner, Michael Taix, February 18, 2019. 



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 23 

intact, remodeling work has changed many wall, ceiling, and floor finishes, and light fixtures 
throughout other interior spaces. 
 
History of Architects, Engineers, and Contractors 
George F. Sexton, Engineer 
George F. Sexton was born about 1890 in Colorado. He worked as civil engineer in 1930,31 and 
as a deputy building inspector for unincorporated Los Angeles County in the 1930s and 1940s.32 
In 1962-1963, he worked as the engineer on remodeling projects for Taix Restaurant at the 
subject property. He is also associated with design of Paradise Baptist Church in Los Angeles 
(constructed 1934, appears to be extant).33 His brother, Joseph Sexton, was a structural engineer, 
and is listed on the permit for addition of the water tank in 1966. Lack of available information on 
the career of George and Joseph Sexton suggests neither made substantial contributions to the 
history of engineering, nor are they persons important in our past. 
 
Harold Sampson, Contractor 
Contractor Harold Sampson was born about 1896 in England.34 In 1930, he worked as an 
engineer designing cabinet fixtures.35 He also owned his own contracting company, which was 
active in 1938, when he had a classified advertisement in the Los Angeles Times stating he 
offered “any type specialty building and design.”36 He implemented remodeling work at the 
subject property in 1962. He passed away in 1977.37 Lack of available information on the career 
of Harold Sampson suggests he did not make substantial contributions to the history of 
contracting, nor is he a person important in our past. 
 
Nielsen, Moffatt & Wolverton, Architect 
The architectural firm of Nielsen, Moffatt & Wolverton was comprised of partners Reiner C. 
Nielsen, Gene Edison Moffatt, and Donald Leland Wolverton. The firm was initially a 
partnership between Nielsen and Moffatt, who designed Garden Grove Hospital together in 
1956.38 By the 1960s, the firm added Wolverton as partner. In 1968, the firm had an office at 500 
S. Lucas Avenue in Los Angeles.39 In addition to their work at the subject property in 1968-1969, 
the firm’s known work includes design of buildings in Santa Ynez Valley in the 1960s, including 
Solvang Lutheran Home, Santa Ynez Valley Hospital, and Solvang Municipal Center, which was 
designed in a Danish style.40 The firm also designed the Taxidermy Wing of the Los Angeles 
County Museum in Exposition Park in 1964,41 a comprehensive health center to replace John 
Wesley Hospital at 2826 S. Hope Street in Los Angeles in 1975,42 and Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Medical Center Campus in the Willowbrook neighborhood of Los Angeles County in 1968-1972, 
as part of a team with two other firms.43 Reiner C. Nielsen, was a member of the American 

                                                
31 “George Sexton,” 1930 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Page: 7A; 

Enumeration District: 0010; FHL microfilm: 2339867, Ancestry.com. 
32 “Men Named as Building Inspectors,” Los Angeles Times, July 29, 1933: A1. 
33 “George F. Sexton,” Pacific Coast Architecture Database, http://pcad.lib.washington.edu/firm/2825/, accessed December 

19, 2018. 
34 “Harold Sampson,” 1940 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Roll: m-

t0627-00406; Page: 21A; Enumeration District: 60-866, Ancestry.com.  
35 “Harold W. Sampson,” 1930 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Beverly Hills, Los Angeles, California; 

Page: 6A; Enumeration District: 0841; FHL microfilm: 2339859, Ancestry.com.  
36 “Classified Advertisement,” Los Angeles Times, January 29, 1938: 19. 
37 “Harold W. Sampson,” U.S. Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current, Ancestry.com.  
38 “Start of New $475,000 Hospital Announced,” Los Angeles Times, July 15, 1956: 24. 
39 “Legal Department Notice Involving Sealed Proposals,” Santa Ynez Valley News, October 24, 1968: 6. 
40 “New SMID Office Building Plans Revealed at Meeting,” Santa Ynez Valley News, August 8, 1968: 1. 
41 “Taxidermy Wing OKd,” Los Angeles Times, January 5, 1964: 40. 
42 “Three Nominated to Posts on County Labor Relations Panel,” Los Angeles Times, June 11, 1975: 48. 
43 David Kaplan, Historic Architect, “Martin Luther King, Jr. Medical Center Campus,” Written Historical and Descriptive 

Data, Historic American Landscapes Survey, July 15, 2015. 
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Institute of Architects (AIA) from 1954 until he passed away in 1990;44 Gene Edison Moffatt, 
was a member of the AIA from 1954 until he passed away in 1986;45 and Donald Leland 
Wolverton was a member of the AIA beginning in 1958, and served as president of the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the Construction Specifications Institute in 1975.46 Nielsen, Moffatt & 
Wolverton’s work at the subject property does not appear to be the best example of their work. 
The history of their work appears better represented by other examples, such as Solvang 
Municipal Center (Fig 14). It is notable that the firm’s experience designing Danish style 
buildings in Solvang was similar to the design intent at Taix Restaurant, referencing historical 
architecture with use of half-timbering decoration and varied roof forms. 
 

 
Fig 14: Nielsen, Moffatt & Wolverton’s architectural rendering for Solvang Municipal Center, 1968.47 
 
History of Owners and Tenants 
Ona W. Spaulding  
Ona Wood Spaulding developed the earliest portion of the existing building at the subject 
property in 1929 and owned the property until at least 1950, according to building permits (see 
Appendix A). Spaulding was born in Ohio in 1867.48 She married Herbert George Spaulding, who 
worked as a contractor. Herbert passed away in the 1920s, and Ona was a widow when she 
developed the building.49 She is listed in the 1930 and 1940 Census as having no occupation, 
indicating she owned the subject property as an investment.50 She is mentioned in only two 
articles of the historic Los Angeles Times, in association with deaths of relatives. She died in 
1967.51 Given lack of available information on Spaulding’s life and work, she does not appear to 
have made substantial contributions to history such that the subject property would be considered 
significant for its association with her. 
 
Botwin’s Café 
Botwin’s Café operated out of the subject property from 1929 until 1960. Owned and operated by 
Noah Botwin, the café was known for offering reasonably priced meals. An advertisement from 

                                                
44 “Reiner C. Nielsen,” AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/35299562/ahd1032642, accessed December 19, 2018. 
45 “Gene Edward Moffatt,” AIA Historical Directory of American Architects, 

https://aiahistoricaldirectory.atlassian.net/wiki/spaces/AHDAA/pages/35769671/ahd1030965, accessed December 19, 2018. 
46 “Wolverton Takes Key CSI Post,” Los Angeles Times, June 22, 1975: 109. 
47 “New SMID Office Building Plans Revealed at Meeting,” Santa Ynez Valley News, August 8, 1968: 1. 
48 “Ona Wood Spaulding,” U.S. Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current, Ancestry.com.  
49 Los Angeles City Directory, 1929: 2009. 
50 “Ona W. Spaulding,” 1930 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Page: 3B; 

Enumeration District: 0390; FHL microfilm: 2339882, Ancestry.com. 
“Ona W. Spaulding,” 1940 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Roll: m-

t0627-00419; Page: 7B; Enumeration District: 60-963, Ancestry.com. 
51 “Ona Wood Spaulding,” U.S. Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current, Ancestry.com.  
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1954 noted that a full-course Thanksgiving dinner could be eaten for $2.15.52 The restaurant also 
served as a meeting space for local organizations, hosting several meetings of the Republican 
Assembly in the 1950s,53 and Association of Investment House Cashiers in 1957.54 One 1952 Los 
Angeles Times article notes that its banquet space serviced a large family reunion.55 Noah Botwin 
was a Municipal Health Commissioner for about two years in the 1950s, resigning after admitting 
to bribing city officials in order to obtain a liquor license.56  
 

Taix Restaurant 
Taix Restaurant was founded by Marius Taix 
Jr. at 321 E. Commercial Street in Downtown 
Los Angeles in 1927. Marius Taix Jr.’s father, 
Marius Taix Sr., was a baker who immigrated 
to Los Angeles from the Hautes-Alps in 
southeastern France in 1882. Settling on 
Commercial Street in the heart of the City’s 
early French quarter, where over 4,000 French 
lived together around the turn of the century,57 
the Taix family was one of Los Angeles’ 
pioneering French families.  
 
Marius Taix Sr. initially established a bakery 

in the French quarter selling French bread, and he lived above the bakery.58 After the bakery was 
demolished in 1913, the Taix family constructed Champ d’Or Hotel, leasing a ground floor 
restaurant space to another restauranteur. Following a conflict regarding sale of alcohol on the 
property, the restauranteur vacated the premises. In 1927, Marius Taix Jr. established his own 
operation in its place: Taix French Restaurant.  
 
Taix French Restaurant served 28,000 meals a month,59 and was known for its reasonably priced 
French fare offered with family-style dining wherein patrons sat together at long tables, sharing 
serving dishes.60 A nostalgic article written in the 1990s described the early restaurant as “a high-
volume place with large tables where you might have had to double up with strangers and share 
tureens of soup and bottles of wine.”61 The Taix Restaurant on Commercial was vacated around 
October 1, 1964 and demolished to make way for a parking lot for a federal building.62 Ten other 
buildings were demolished and the entire area including was reconfigured, with new streets, 
decimating the French quarter. The original Taix Restaurant location was later redeveloped with 
the existing federal prison, Metropolitan Detention Center.63 
 
Marius Taix Jr. was born June 13, 1893 at 319 Commercial Street.64 In addition to opening the 
Taix Restaurant at the Commercial Street location in 1927, he was a pharmacist, and served in the 

                                                
52 “Display Ad,” Los Angeles Times, November 24, 1954: 21. 
53 “Dinner Scheduled by 56th GOP Assembly,” Los Angeles Times, August 26, 1953: 31. 
54 “Investment Cashiers to Meet Tomorrow,” Los Angeles Times, October 8, 1957: 44. 
55 “Goulds Attend Family Reunion in Los Angeles,” Los Angeles Times, December 26, 1952: 3. 
56 “City Health Aide, Named at Quiz, Quits,” Los Angeles Times, April 8, 1955: 1. 
57 “U.S. ‘Giant’ Erases Old Landmarks,” Los Angeles Times, January 9, 1963: 29. 
58 “Marius Taix, Restauranteur, Rites Planned,” Los Angeles Times, March 5, 1967: 45.  
59 Cecilia Rasmussen, “L.A. Scene: The City Then and Now,” Los Angeles Times, June 1, 1992: 28. 
60 “Roundabout,” Los Angeles Times, March 25, 1963: 64. 
61 Michelle Huneven, “Old Enough to Know Better,” Los Angeles Times, November 6, 1992: 112. 
62 “Taix Restaurant,” Los Angeles Times, August 14, 1964: 8. 
63 Cecilia Rasmussen, “L.A. Scene: The City Then and Now,” Los Angeles Times, June 1, 1992: 28. 
64 “Marius Taix,” U.S. Social Security Death Index, 1935-2014, Ancestry.com.  

Fig 15: Original Taix Restaurant in downtown L.A. in 1956 (USC 
Digital Library) 



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 26 

United States Army.65 In 1942, he worked at the French-Mexican Drug Company on Los Angeles 
Street.66 Marius Taix Jr. retired in 1964 when the building was demolished.67 He died in 1967 in 
Riverside County. 

 
Marius Taix Jr.’s sons, Raymond Taix and 
Pierre Taix, son-in-law, John Narp, and 
another business partner, Louis Sangouard 
(Marius’ brother-in-law), purchased the 
subject property in 1962 in order to provide a 
new location for the Taix Restaurant. The 
restaurant continued operating at the original 
location for two years, until 1964, while the 
new restaurant started up operations. The new 
restaurant was initially called Les Freres Taix, 
which means “The Brothers Taix.” Raymond 
eventually became the sole proprietor of the 
business and the restaurant’s name was 
simplified to Taix.68 
 
Raymond Marcell Taix was born in 1925.69 

He grew up helping with the family restaurant and began working there washing dishes at age 
twelve.70 He attended Woodbury University and joined the U.S. Army in 1943, serving in Guam 
in World War II. As previously noted, Raymond opening the new Taix location at the subject 
property with his brother and other business partners in 1962, later becoming sole proprietor of 
the business. He worked at the restaurant until his death at age 85 in 2010 in Pasadena.71 
 
Despite the Taix Restaurant’s move to its current location in 1962, the emphasis on low cost 
meals endured, with “complete dinners for as little as $2.”72 Even at the time, the restaurant was 
seen as a significant establishment. In 1963, Taix Restaurant was described in the Los Angeles 
Times as a 35-year-old “eating landmark.”73 One 1964 advertisement provided: “…the décor is 
pure Parisian, the food is all that even a Frenchman could ask for and the wine cellar offers as 
complete a selection as you’ll find anywhere. Prices are modest, well within the family range.” At 
the time, dinner was served until ten o’clock at night, with the cocktail lounge open until 
midnight.74 A 1965 advertisement showcased the restaurant’s low prices, with lunch available for 
$1.00-$1.95 and dinner for $2.35-$3.35.75 A 1963 restaurant critic write the following about the 
new location at the subject property:  
 

It is…somewhat, décor-wise, a far cry from the original Taix down on Commercial St. – 
tufted leather booths, carpeting, tablecloths, and attractive waitresses rather than 80-year-

                                                
65 “Marius Taix Jr.,” U.S. World War I Draft Registration Cards, Ancestry.com.  
66 “Marius Taix Jr.,” U.S. World War II Draft Registration Cards, Ancestry.com.  
67 Marius Taix Jr. died at age 73 in Riverside County in 1967. 
68 Valerie J. Nelson, “Raymond Taix, 1925-2010, Owner of L.A. French Restaurant,” Los Angeles Times, October 17, 

2010: 33. 
69 “Raymond Taix,” 1940 United States Federal Census, Census Place: Los Angeles, Los Angeles, California; Roll: m-

t0627-00401; Page: 3A; Enumeration District: 60-288, Ancestry.com.  
70 Valerie J. Nelson, “Raymond Taix, 1925-2010, owner of L.A. French Restaurant,” Los Angeles Times, October 17, 2010: 

33. 
71 “Raymond Marcell Taix,” U.S. Obituary Collection, 1930-2018, Ancestry.com.  
72 “Roundabout,” Los Angeles Times, March 25, 1963: 64. 
73 “Roundabout,” Los Angeles Times, March 25, 1963: 64. 
74 “Display Ad,” Los Angeles Times, June 19, 1964: 98. 
75 “Display Ad,” Los Angeles Times, April 16, 1965: 23. 

Fig 16: Taix family in front of location at subject property, ca. 
1960s (Taix Restaurant) 
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old waiters. Incidentally, the old Taix is still in business, hasn’t yet been bulldozed as a 
lot of people seem to think. Anyway, at the so-called “new Taix,” you get the same 
generous tureen of excellent vegetable soup, salad with the same garlicy dressing, huge 
serving of pot roast with large portions of tomato-infested zucchini, creamed au gratin 
potatoes, sherbet, and coffee—all for $2.25. It is not exactly a gourmet repast. But, you 
can’t beat the price. What’s more, they have a red mountain wine for 90 cents a half 
bottle (by Louis Martinez) that needs no apologies. And the cocktail lounge is 
exceptionally attractive. For an economical dine-out treat for the family or to take out a 
girlfriend on the night before payday, this is one of the town’s better bargains.76 

 
Taix Restaurant was often home to meetings of local organizations. In 1963, it was home to a 
meeting of the Retired Officers Association, Los Angeles Chapter.77 In 1964, it was used by a 
reunion of veterans of World War I.78  
 
In 1968-1969, the restaurant was expanded to the west, reorienting the entrance toward the 
parking lot and adding about thirty percent more space to the building, encompassing banqueting 
facilities. By this time, the restaurant could accommodate functions of many sizes, offering a 
small wine room, a large cocktail lounge, and several dining and banquet rooms for groups from 
20 to 180 people.79 The restaurant remained very busy in the 1960s through most of the 1970s, 
though there was a downturn in business in the late 1970s, which continued through ensuing 
decades.80 Competition from new local establishments with expansive banqueting facilities, at 
such places as the Los Angeles Convention Center and nearby hotels, has made it difficult for 
larger restaurants to successfully continue to utilize their banquet rooms. Additionally, the Echo 
Park neighborhood declined, earning reputation for gang activity, which negatively impacted the 
restaurant’s ability to continue to serve as a neighborhood gathering place. While it remained a 
destination restaurant, it suffered from the tarnished image of its location in a “bad area.”81 
 
Newspaper coverage of the restaurant’s cuisine continued over time. In 1985, Taix Restaurant 
received attention for its wine selection. Michael Taix took over the wine program from his 
father, Raymond Taix and “turned it from something that was merely interesting to something 
that was exciting and dynamic,” offering 450 selections of high-quality, low priced wines by the 
glass, bottle, and even by the case.82 Efforts were also made made to adjust the menu to a more 
authentic Country French style cuisine in the mid-1980s.83 In 1989, one critic praised Taix for its 
notable wine list, though emphasized the food was rather ordinary, stating, “Taix is the most 
curious thing in the L.A. food world: a restaurant for the wine lovers who are not foodies.”84 In 
1992, another reviewer remarked on the lack of historical associations evident in the building, 
noting, “Taix may be one of L.A.’s older restaurants, but it did not preserve the more alluring 
aura of its own history. While there is a hammered tin ceiling, the décor otherwise is straight from 
the 70s: mauve and gray booths, frosted glass, shiny brass fixtures. Unlike other Los Angeles 
landmarks—Phillippe’s, the Pantry, Musso & Frank—the ghost of Raymond Chandler does not 
linger here.” 85 In 1998, the restaurant underwent a remodel which involved changing many wall 
and ceiling finishes, upholstery, furniture, and light fixtures throughout. In the 1990s and later, 

                                                
76 “Original Bargain Duplicated,” Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1963: 494. 
77 “Election Schedule,” Los Angeles Times, January 17, 1963: 32. 
78 “Display Ad,” Los Angeles Times, November 8, 1964: 42. 
79 “Les Freres Taix,” Los Angeles Times, August 6, 1987: 186. 
80 Interview with Michael Taix, January 23, 2019. 
81 Information provided via email from current owner, Michael Taix, February 18, 2019. 
82 Dan Berger, “The Best Kept Wine Secret in L.A.,” Los Angeles Times, May 21, 1989: 434. 
83 Interview with Michael Taix, January 23, 2019 
84 Charles Perry, “Les Freres Taix: It’s Almost Like Home,” Los Angeles Times, September 8, 1989: 84.  
85 Michelle Huneven, “Old Enough to Know Better,” Los Angeles Times, November 6, 1992: 112. 



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 28 

many of the interior alterations were aimed at infusing the restaurant with a greater sense of 
history, adding more wood trim and other features meant to harken back to the past. In 2017, Taix 
Restaurant celebrated its 90th anniversary and the Los Angeles City Council issued a certificate 
honoring the business, stating, “…be it resolved that by the adoption of this resolution, the Los 
Angeles City Council does hereby commend and congratulate the Taix French Restaurant on the 
occasion of celebrating their 90th Anniversary and contribution to the culture of Los Angeles.”86 
 
French Cuisine in Los Angeles 
French Cuisine has long been an important centerpiece of Los Angeles culinary history. The book 
To Live and Dine in L.A.: Menus and the Making of the Modern City incorporates reproductions 
of historic restaurant menus and provides a comprehensive history of the dining establishments 
that shaped aspects of early culinary and social history of the City. Author Josh Kun asserts the 
significance of Los Angeles as a long-time national center for restaurants, writing that, “By 1910, 
Los Angeles was being declared the number three “Top Restaurant City” in the country.” Kun 
also underscores the importance of French restaurants for establishing the City’s preeminence in 
the culinary arena, stating, “The city’s nineteenth century French immigrant population was 
instrumental in the birth of the city’s food and wine industry.”87 
 
French immigration to Los Angeles began with arrival of Jean Louis Vignes, who moved to Los 
Angeles from Bordeaux in 1832, brining grapevine cuttings and establishing the El Aliso 
vineyard south of Union Station, becoming the first commercial winemaker in California.88 Other 
important French immigrant families, including Sainsevain, Viole, Penelon, Bouchet, Nadeau and 
Taix, followed, establishing themselves in downtown Los Angeles, “building homes and opening 
businesses in what quickly became a Gallic enclave,”89 referred to as “the Frenchiest Place in 
town.”90 
 
A concentration of French restaurants in early downtown Los Angeles emerged. The City’s first 
sit-down restaurant appears to have been French, opening in 1849, located at the Bella Union 
hotel in downtown.91 In a chronology of early restaurants of downtown Los Angeles, Kun 
identifies several other early dining establishments that were French. In 1852, a stand-alone 
French restaurant, La Rue’s, opened, known for its low-cost meals and no-frills atmosphere; in 
1855, Restaurant Francais opened; in 1876, Victor Dol’s restaurant, the Commercial opened; and, 
in 1878 Restaurant de Paris opened.92 Other notable early examples were Portier’s French 
Restaurant in East Los Angeles and Jeanne’s French Café in Montebello.93 Thus, Taix Restaurant, 
which opened in the 1920s, was part of a lineage of early French restaurants in the City, though 
its focus was, and has always been, on serving “family style” and reasonably priced cuisine. 
 
Despite the early success of French dining in the City, overcrowding and redevelopment 
ultimately decimated the French quarter, and many of the early French restaurants were lost as 

                                                
86 Certificate for Taix French Restaurant, 90th Anniversary, signed by Los Angeles City Council, adopted October 20, 2017.   
87 Josh Kun, To Live and Dine in L.A.: Menus and the Making of a Modern City, from the collection of the Los Angeles 

Public Library, Santa Monica: Angel City Press, 2015: 70. 
88 Other notable early French in Los Angeles include: French Basque artist Paul De Longpre, known for painting flowers, 

immigrated to Hollywood in 1899; Jean August Bachelot, the first French Father of the Picpus Order of La Igelesia de Nuestra Senora 
La Reina de Los Angeles in 1831; and Jacob Morenchaut who created the Consulat General de France a Los Angeles in 1859.  

Cedric Drake, “Boarding Houses and Handball Courts: The Fleeting Story of Los Angeles’ French Town,” KCET, April 4, 
2012, https://www.kcet.org/history-society/boarding-houses-and-handball-courts-the-fleeting-story-of-los-angeles-french-town, 
accessed December 17, 2018. 

89 Cecilia Rasmussen, “Neighborhood Reflects City’s Ethnic Flux,” Los Angeles Times, October 29, 2000: 33.  
90 “…Of Markham and Taix,” Los Angeles Times, August 22, 1964: 32.  
91 Kun, To Live and Dine in L.A., 28. 
92 Kun, To Live and Dine in L.A., 29-30. 
93 Ibid., 48. 
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that population spread out around the Los Angeles area and throughout the country. In Los 
Angeles, restaurants such as the Taix Restaurant appear to have endured due to their appeal to the 
middle-class, offering low cost meals and comfort food for the masses.94  
 
It should be noted, in the mid-Twentieth Century era, French food was seen as the pinnacle of 
fine-dining. This was initially popularized by several factors, such as success of the Le Pavillion 
French restaurant in New York, established during this period and noted as a big success for 
“restoring French cuisine to the preeminence it had enjoyed before Prohibition and redefining 
hate cuisine in America as something indisputably French.”95 The restaurant’s culinary 
masterworks created new high standards for fine dining. Additionally, French at home cooking 
was made popular by the famed chef, Julia Child, who began a French cooking television show in 
the 1960s that was influential in popularizing French cuisine.96 Child was “considered to have 
rescued, or at least attempted to rescue, America from its infatuation with bland convenience.”97 
However, Le Pavillion’s influential chef, Henri Soule, was infamous for his snobby attitude 
which has allegedly “damaged the reputation of French cuisine in America ever since.”98 Thus, 
while French food had long been synonymous with fine dining, attitudes toward the cuisine 
ultimately changed. As supported by advertisements and restaurant reviews in the Los Angeles 
Times, Taix Restaurant appears to have always served reasonably priced food in a comfortable 
setting, and has never been associated with high-end cuisine or fine-dining.  
  

                                                
94 A 2012 KCET article on the history of the French Basque culture in Los Angeles provides that the culture is represented 

today in the area through the following: Basque Village at the L.A. County Fair; Basque Club in Chino; the Annual Basque Festival & 
Picnic in Los Banos; La Villa Basque, restaurant established in Vernon in 1960; and Taix Restaurant in Echo Park 

Drake, “Boarding Houses and Handball Courts: The Fleeting Story of Los Angeles’ French Town,” KCET. 
95 Paul Freedman, Ten Restaurants that Changed America, New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, 2018: 293. 
96 Ibid., 318. 
97 Ibid., 384. 
98 Ibid., 294. 
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VII.  HISTORIC CONTEXT 
 
Relevant historic contexts include: SurveyLA’s contexts for developmental history of the Silver 
Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Park Community Plan Area and for Commercial Development from 
1850-1980, including the theme of Commercial Identity, 1920-1980, and the theme of 
Neighborhood Commercial Development from 1880-1980 under the sub-theme Restaurants, 
1880-1980, and relevant SurveyLA evaluation criteria, as well as Route 66 in Los Angeles.   
 
Context: Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Park Community Plan Area 
 
The following overview of developmental history of the Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Park 
CPA is taken from the relevant SurveyLA report for that CPA:99 
 

Development History  
The Survey Area’s first inhabitants were native people referred to as the Tongva. The 
Spanish would later name these native people “Gabrieleno” in reference to Mission San 
Gabriel founded in 1771. Spanish explorers under Gaspar de Portola and Father Juan 
Crespi encountered the Tongva in 1769 during their expedition through the area. They 
had been sent north from Mexico to establish settlements in the territory known as “Alta 
California.” Their expedition camped on the riverbank near the present-day entrance to 
Elysian Park. The campsite is designated California Historical Landmark #655.100 
 
In 1781, the Pueblo de Los Angeles was founded near this campsite. A large portion of 
the Survey Area belonged to the public lands surrounding the pueblo. The Spanish 
government encouraged settlement in territory by the establishment of large land grants 
called ranchos. The ranchos were originally concessions from the Spanish crown, 
permitting settlement and granting grazing rights on specific tracts of land, while the 
crown retained the title. In 1821, Mexico achieved its independence from Spain, and the 
Spanish territory of Alta California came under control of the Mexican government. The 
Mexican governors of Alta California eventually gained the power to make additional 
land grants, and many more grants were made under Mexican rule. Land in the 
northwestern portion of the Survey Area was originally part of Rancho Los Feliz, which 
was granted to Jose Vicente Feliz in 1796. The communities of Ivanhoe and Kenilworth, 
part of present-day Silver Lake, were eventually formed from a portion of this early 
rancho. No resources from this period remain in the Survey Area. 
 
A railroad rate war between the Union Pacific and Santa Fe in 1885 reduced the price of 
a ticket from St. Louis to Los Angeles to one dollar. Within a few years, more than 
100,000 newcomers had arrived in Southern California, creating a real estate boom that 
drove land prices skyward. The bubble finally burst in 1887, leaving many paper 
millionaires suddenly penniless. But by that time, the land around downtown Los 
Angeles, including Echo Park, gave way to development. 
 
During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, streetcar service played a key role in laying 
the groundwork for the future growth of the area. Commercial and residential 
development generally extended into the area from downtown Los Angeles north and 
west along streetcar lines. Angelino Heights, located in the southeastern portion of the 

                                                
99 GPA Consulting, Inc., Survey LA Historic Resources Survey Report, Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Valley Community 

Plan Area, prepared for City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, May 2014: 6-7. 
100 At the northwest corner of North Broadway and Park Row Drive is a bronze plaque that marks the beginning of the six-

mile Portola Trail through Elysian Park.   
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CPA, is considered to be the first suburban development outside of downtown Los 
Angeles. It was developed as a direct result of a horse-drawn streetcar line on Temple 
Street. The line was later electrified and incorporated into the Los Angeles Railway 
Yellow Car system. Pacific Electric Red Car lines on Riverside Drive and Sunset 
Boulevard carried development further west into the neighborhoods of Echo Park and 
Elysian Valley.101 The Olive Street Substation on Sunset Boulevard was constructed by 
the Pacific Electric Company in 1905 to service the line between downtown Los Angeles 
and Hollywood. 
 
In other parts of the CPA development patterns clearly reflect automobile influences, as 
evidenced by the numerous tracts of single-family residences located in the hilly areas 
along Echo Park and Silver Lake Boulevards. By 1920, there were two automobiles for 
every three residents in Los Angeles. U.S. Highway 66, popularly known as “Route 66,” 
was the nation’s first all-weather highway linking Chicago to Los Angeles; a portion of 
this famous highway was Sunset Boulevard. 

 
Context: Commercial Development from 1850-1980 
 
Theme: Commercial Identity, 1920-1980 
SurveyLA identified the Taix Restaurant as significant under the theme of Commercial Identity, 
1850-1980; the following narrative statement of significance and eligibility criteria is excerpted 
from that context:102 
 

Narrative Significance 
Los Angeles has a wide range of long-term businesses that have served residents, visitors, 
and tourists for decades. Properties identified as significant within this theme relate to the 
particular goods and services provided by a business and the role a business played in 
local commerce. Examples in Los Angeles range from small mom and pop neighborhood 
businesses, to companies that became regional in importance, to national franchises. 
While many are well-known legacy businesses coveted by neighborhood locals, others 
are far-reaching in reputation, serving as popular tourist destinations and icons of Los 
Angeles culture. And still others reflect associations with corporate identities and 
prototypes. 
 
Property types evaluated under this theme include food service, retails stores, and service 
related businesses. Identified examples include restaurants, bakeries, bars and taverns, 
mortuaries, nurseries, dry cleaners, hardware stores, and neighborhood markets. A large 
percentage of the businesses recorded under the Commercial Identity theme are food 
related. Examples designated as Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monuments (HCM) 
include the nation’s first See’s Candy Shop and Kitchen (HCM No. 959), the original Der 
Weinerschnitzel (HCM No. 1046), and the Munch Box hamburger stand (HCM No. 750). 
Other recorded examples of long-term Los Angeles businesses include Pink’s Hot Dogs, 
Musso and Frank Grill, Cole’s Restaurant, Tom O’Shanter, Pann’s Coffee Shop, The 
Bear Pit Bar-B-Q, and The Apple Pan.  
 
Particularly noteworthy are long-term businesses owned and operated by individuals and 
families from a variety of ethnic/cultural backgrounds. Many of these are further 

                                                
101 “About the Silver Lake Community, Los Angeles, California,” Welcome to Silver Lake, 

http://www.silverlake.org/about_silverlake/aboutSL_frmset.htm, accessed December 3, 2013.   
102 City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980, Theme: Commercial Identity, 1920-1980, August 2016. 
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discussed in the ethnic/cultural themes developed for SurveyLA.103 These businesses 
evidence the overall history and development of an area as well as patterns of settlement, 
movement, and changing demographics. 
 
Although historic districts are not common under this theme, three districts have been 
recorded for SurveyLA – the New Chinatown Commercial Historic District and Greater 
Chinatown Commercial Historic District,104 significant for their association with Chinese 
American-owned and operated businesses in Chinatown, and the Beverly Boulevard 
Commercial Historic District, significant for its association with businesses important to 
the Beverly-Fairfax Jewish community. 
 
Many of the properties recorded under this theme are highly significant within a 
neighborhood context. Because determining eligibility of properties for the National and 
California registers typically includes in-depth comparative analysis with similar 
resources, most properties under this theme were evaluated under City Historic-Cultural 
Monument criteria only.105 
 
Local criteria allow for discretion in considering the importance of neighborhood 
landmarks and generally provide greater leeway with regard to comparative analysis. 
However, further research and analysis may reveal that some properties meet significance 
thresholds for the National and California registers. 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
Theme: Commercial Identity: 1920-1980. 
Summary Statement of Significance: A resource evaluated under this theme is significant 
in the area of commerce as the founding or long-term location of a business that made a 
significant contribution to the commercial history of Los Angeles. Resources may also be 
significant in the areas of ethnic heritage and social history for their association with 
ethnic-cultural groups as well as women’s and LGBT history. 
 
Period of Significance: 1920-1980 
 
Period of Significance Justification: The 1920s is the time of the earliest recorded 
resource under this them; 1980 represents the end date for SurveyLA, which may be 
extended over time.  
 
Geographic Location: Citywide 
 
Area(s) of Significance: Commerce; Ethnic Heritage; Social History  
 
Criteria: NR: A; CR: 1, Local: 1 
 
Associated Property Type: Commercial/Commercial District 

                                                
103 Ethnic/cultural theme published to date can be found at http://preservation.lacity.org/historic-context. For information 

on themes in progress contact the Office of Historic Resources.   
104 The districts in Chinatown were determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places through a Section 106 

Review process determination in 1986 and are listed in the California Register of Historical Resources, However, since data for 
individual contributors in the district are not included in the State Historic Resources Inventory (HRI) the district was recorded and 
updated as part of SurveyLA using themes from the Citywide Historic Context Statement.   

105 See the “Comparing Related Properties” section of National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation, 1990, rev. 1991: 9. The California Register is based closely on the National Register. California Register 
instructions refer preparers to Bulletin 15 for further information on applying and interpreting the California Register criteria.   
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Property Type Description: Although any commercial property type can be significant 
under this theme, those evaluated generally include food service, retails stores, and 
service related businesses. Designated and known resources include restaurants, bakeries, 
bars and taverns, mortuaries, nurseries, dry cleaners, and markets. Property type also 
include commercial historic districts, particularly those associated with ethnic cultural 
groups.  
 
Property Type Significance: Property types represent important long-term businesses that 
have contributed to commercial growth and development in Los Angeles. Properties may 
also be significant in the areas of social history and ethnic heritage or their association 
with ethnic - cultural groups, women’s history and LGBT history. 
 
Eligibility Standards: 

• Is associated with a business that made an important contribution to commercial 
growth in Los Angeles.  

• Is the founding or the long-term location of a business significant in commercial 
history.  

 
Character-Defining Features:  

• Retains most of the essential physical features from the period of significance. 
• May be associated with ethnic/cultural history, women’s history, LGBT history. 
• Contributes to the commercial, social, and cultural history of Los Angeles. 
• May have particular significance for its association with a neighborhood or 

community in Los Angeles.  
• May be associated with business/corporations that have gained national 

importance.  
• May feature corporate designs, logos and signs. 
• May have served as a prototype for other buildings and locations.  
• For the National Register, properties must possess exceptional importance if less 

than 50 years of age.  
• In most cases, the business is still in operation. 

 
Integrity Considerations:  

• Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, Materials, and Association.  
• Setting may have changed (surrounding buildings and land uses).  
• Some alterations may be acceptable if they were made during the period of 

significance for a business and if significance is not also based on architectural 
quality.  

 
The SurveyLA report for the Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Park Community Plan Area 
identifies several properties that appear significant under the above context, including not only 
the Taix Restaurant, but also Red Lion Tavern, 2362 N. Glendale Boulevard, constructed 1959; 
Millie’s Coffee Shop, 3523 W. Sunset Boulevard, constructed 1926; and Tokio Florist, 2718 
Hyperion Avenue, constructed 1965.106 
 

                                                
106 GPA Consulting, Inc., Survey LA Historic Resources Survey Report, Silver Lake-Echo Park-Elysian Valley Community 

Plan Area, prepared for City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources, May 2014: 32. 
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Theme: Neighborhood Commercial Development, 1880-1980 
Sub-Theme: Restaurants, 1880-1980 
Restaurants are an integral part of Los Angeles history, reflecting important aspects of not only 
the City’s culinary history, but also “broad currents of political and social trends.”107 During the 
mid-Twentieth Century period, Americans were dining out with increased frequency, a trend 
which extended through the 1960s, when Taix Restaurant moved to the subject property.108 
Excerpts from the City’s SurveyLA historic context for restaurants provides the following 
regarding historical development of the restaurant property type and eligibility criteria for 
evaluation of such properties:109  
 

The restaurant sub-theme consists of neighborhood resources purpose built to house food 
service establishments. The neighborhood restaurant catered to locals, and was not 
dependent upon a patronage drawn from other neighborhoods. As such, it reflected the 
economic level and, oftentimes the ethnically-based tastes, of the neighborhood. Many of 
Los Angeles neighborhood restaurants are also evaluated under the Commercial Identify 
theme as the founding or long-term location of well-known, and often iconic, 
establishments. Restaurants are also important property types discussed in each of the 
ethnic-cultural themes separately developed as part of the citywide historic context 
statement. 
 
The neighborhood restaurant as a distinct business emerged in the decades after the Civil 
War. It began as an offshoot of a tavern, hotel, or grocery store… 
 
A more direct predecessor of the neighborhood restaurant was the luncheonette. It 
evolved from the soda fountains of the late 1800s. The luncheonette provided counter 
service, with perhaps a small kitchen in the rear, and served light meals. Some were parts 
of drugstores or variety stores, while others were independent businesses.110 

By the early 1900s the luncheonette had developed into the neighborhood café. The café 
was a form that could be found both on the main streets of small towns and in the 
neighborhood business districts which functioned very much like small towns.  
 
Between 1910 and 1940 the local café served as a social gathering place for the 
neighborhood. It fit into the standard storefront found in the streetcar-based neighborhood 
commercial district. It consisted of a long, narrow space, with a counter along one side, 
tables or booths along the other, and the kitchen in the rear.111 
 
… This was a facility that provided a special experience as well as food. Atmosphere and 
design were stressed. Menus were more elaborate and prices higher. Unlike the café and 
tearoom, alcohol was typically available, surreptitiously during Prohibition and openly 
afterward.112 
 

                                                
107 Paul Freedman, Ten Restaurants that Changed America, New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, 2018: xxvii. 
108 Derek Thompson, “The Paradox of American Restaurants,” The Atlantic, June 10, 2017, 

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2017/06/its-the-golden-age-of-restaurants-in-america/530955/, accessed December 16, 
2018. 

109 City of Los Angeles Office of Historic Resources, SurveyLA, Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, 
Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980, Theme: Neighborhood Commercial Development 1880-1980, Sub-Theme: 
Restaurants, 1880-1980, 100-112.  

110 John A Jakle and Keith A. Sculle, Fast Food: Roadside Restaurants in the Automobile Age, Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 
University Press, 1999, Fast Food, 25-29.   

111 Ibid., 31-32. 
112 Ibid., 49   
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The destination restaurant was rare in a neighborhood setting. It was typically found 
Downtown, particularly as parts of hotels, along specialized business strips, such as 
Hollywood Boulevard and the Miracle Mile, or in resorts such as Venice. But certain 
residential neighborhoods could support one. An example from the 1920s is the La Fonda 
Restaurant (L.A. Historic-Cultural Monument No. 268). It is located at 2501-2511 
Wilshire Boulevard in the Westlake district, and was designed by the architectural firm of 
Morgan, Walls and Clements.113 

 
Dating from 1926, the La Fonda was opened when Westlake was evolving from a 
neighborhood of single-family homes into one of apartments and institutions, able to 
support an upscale destination restaurant. On the block to the west of the La Fonda were 
the Los Angeles Art Association and the Otis Art Institute. Diagonally across the 
intersection of Wilshire and Carondelet was the Park-Wilshire, an apartment building of 
174 units completed in 1923.114 
 

Neighborhood destination restaurants continued to be built up until the beginning of the 
Second World War. An example is the Los Feliz Brown Derby Restaurant (L.A. Historic-
Cultural Monument No. 843). It is located at 4500 West Los Feliz Boulevard and dates 
from 1942. It is a branch of the more famous hat-shaped restaurant of the same name, but 
shares only the circular form. Its style is late Streamlined Moderne, reflecting its 
projected image of elegant dining. It is located on the southwest corner of Los Feliz and 
Hillhurst, at the point where the commercial district along Hillhurst to the south ends and 
the upper-class residential district of Los Feliz begins. Of significance is that, unlike the 
earlier La Fonda, it provided parking.115 

 
After the Second World War, the storefront-based neighborhood café was replaced by the 
auto-oriented coffee shop. These were free-standing structures, with their own parking 
lots, which reflected the shift toward neighborhood commerce based on widespread 
ownership of the automobile. Like the café, the coffee shop combined counter service 
with table and booth service, and like the café, generally did not serve alcohol. Some 
identified themselves as family restaurants, with less space for the counter and with the 
table and booth service in a separate space.116 
 
Evaluation Criteria 
Theme: Commercial Development: 1920-1980. 
Sub-Theme: Restaurants, 1880-1980 
 
Summary Statement of Significance: Neighborhood commercial resources are those 
which contain purveyors of goods and services that satisfy the everyday needs of nearby 
residents. Convenience of location was more important than range or quality of the goods 
or services offered. Resources evaluated under this sub-theme are examples of 
neighborhood restaurants.  
 
Neighborhood restaurants may be significant in the areas of Commerce, Social History, 
and/or Architecture. They illustrate the evolution of the neighborhood restaurant into a 
variety of building types, from the café and the luncheonette, often housed in rented 
storefront spaces, into the free-standing tea room, destination restaurant, coffee shop, and 

                                                
113 Herr, Landmark L.A., 443.   
114 1923 Sanborn Map.  
115 1909 and 1950 Sanborn Map.  
116 Jakle and Sculle, Fast Food, 50-51   



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 36 

walk-up food stand. They also illustrate how the neighborhood restaurant often 
functioned as important and well-known places to gather and socialize, reinforcing a 
sense of neighborhood identity. These restaurants may be associated with local, regional, 
and/or national chains and reflect prototype/corporate designs which may be significant 
examples of architectural styles and designed by noted architects. Neighborhood 
restaurants are also often significant under the Commercial Identity theme.  
 
Period of Significance: 1880-1980 
 
Period of Significance Justification: The period of significance begins in 1880, when the 
extension of the streetcar system led to the creation of spatially separate neighborhoods, 
with individual commercial districts, and ends in 1980, the end date established for 
SurveyLA. 
 
Geographic Location: Citywide, within the current boundaries of Los Angeles 
 
Areas of Significance: Commerce, Social History, Architecture 
 
Criteria: NR: A/C; CR: 1/3; Local: 1/3 
 
Associated Property Types: Commercial-Food—Restaurant; Commercial-Food—Walk-
up Food Stand.  
 
Property Type Description: Restaurant: A provider of food in an indoor, sit-down setting 
Walk-Up Stand: A provider of food without provision for indoor sitting, and with service 
via a window.  

 
Eligibility Standards:  

• Was constructed during the period of significance  
• Was historically designed and used as a restaurant  
• Of a scale and architectural character typical of neighborhood eating 

establishments  
• Contains architectural features that reflect trends in neighborhood commercial 

design  
 
Character Defining / Associative Features:  

• Retains most of the essential character defining features from the period of 
significance  

• May also be significant under themes within the Architecture and Engineering 
context  

• Features architectural and site-planning elements typical of neighborhood 
restaurants in both a pedestrian-oriented storefront form and an auto-oriented 
freestanding form  

• May reflect prototype/corporate designs associated with particular restaurant 
chains  

• May be associated with noted architect/designers  
• May have prominent signage  
• Associated with activities typical of neighborhood economic and social life  
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Integrity Considerations  
• Should retain integrity of Design, Materials, Location, Association, and Feeling  
• Should maintain if possible original relationship to the street and to neighboring 

structures  
• Architectural integrity should be intact, retaining original massing, significant 

features, and identifying details 
o Some original materials may have been altered, removed, or replaced, 

particularly in earlier examples  
• Use may have changed  
• Setting may have changed (surrounding buildings and land uses)  

 
Route 66 
 
The subject property was considered for potential significance for association with the former 
U.S. Highway 66 (Route 66), a cross-country highway and major transportation corridor running 
from Chicago to Santa Monica.117 Route 66 was first designated as a U.S. highway in 1926 and 
historically ran along Sunset Boulevard through the Echo Park neighborhood where the subject 
property is located, encouraging local development meant to appeal to passing motorists. 
However, Route 66 in Los Angeles was replaced by the I-10 Freeway prior to the Taix 
Restaurant’s 1968-1969 expansion and alterations. Originally known as the Olympic Freeway, 
the route for the I-10 Freeway was adopted in 1956 and was planned to extend the approximately 
16 miles from the East Los Angeles neighborhood of Boyle Heights to the Pacific Coast Highway 
(PCH) in Santa Monica.118 Ground was broken on the first, easternmost, segment in 1957, which 
was completed and dedicated in 1961. By 1964, the freeway extended west toward La Cienega 
Boulevard; and by 1966, the final segment to PCH was completed. Thus, the segment of Sunset 
Boulevard where the subject property is located was no longer associated with Route 66 by the 
time the existing iteration of Taix Restaurant had been constructed in 1969. The subject property 
does not appear to be historically significant for association with Route 66. 
 
 
  

                                                
117 The history of Route 66 in California has recently been acknowledged with preparation of a National Register of 

Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form (MPDF) for historical resources associated with the history of the highway in 
the state.  

Carol Roland, Heather Goodson, Chad Moffett, and Christina Slattery, Mead & Hunt, Inc., “U.S. Highway 66 in 
California,” National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, prepared September 28, 2011, approved 
January 3, 2012. 

118 Nathan Masters, “Creating the Santa Monica Freeway,” KCET, September 9, 2012, 
https://www.kcet.org/shows/departures/creating-the-santa-monica-freeway, accessed December 28, 2018. 
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VIII.  HISTORIC RESOURCE ASSESSMENT 
 
Significance 
 
Eligibility criteria for local City of Los Angeles individual designation align in large degree with 
that of the National and California Registers. The following evaluates potential eligibility of the 
subject properties under each eligibility criteria for the federal, state and local levels under a 
single heading. Significance thresholds for eligibility are considered to be the same at the local, 
state, and federal levels. Even if a property is primarily significant for local or statewide 
associations, it may still be considered eligible for the National Register, as listing in the National 
Register allows for distinction between local, statewide, and national levels of significance.  
 
Criterion A/1/1: Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history and cultural heritage. 
 
The Taix Restaurant is a legacy business evaluated in this report for potential significance for 
association with historic contexts including commercial identity and restaurants in Los Angeles. 
The subject property has been home to Taix Restaurant since 1962. The business was established 
in 1927 in downtown Los Angeles, when Marius Taix, Jr., the son of an French immigrant, 
founded Taix Restaurant at 321 E. Commercial Street in the City’s French quarter. The 
downtown location was known for its low-cost French food and family style dining. After the 
Commercial Street building was demolished in the early 1960s, Marius Taix, Jr. retired, and his 
sons, Raymond and Pierre Taix, along with two other business partners, John Narp, and Louis 
Sangouard, started a new French restaurant at the subject property.  
 
In 1962, the building at the subject property was redesigned with elements of French Revival-
style architecture reflecting the French food served inside. The new restaurant was described at 
the time as a place to dine out with the family; meals were offered at a reasonable price. There 
was an ongoing rise in the number of people dining out in Los Angeles in general and restaurants 
were proliferating. When Taix Restaurant expanded in 1969, adding a tower at the southwest 
corner of the façade, and reconfiguring the interior to accommodate more interior space, 
including banquet rooms, the restaurant further established itself as an important local gathering 
place, able to hold events of various sizes. While French cuisine had risen in popularity during the 
1960s, and was seen as the pinnacle of fine dining, Taix Restaurant was generally known for its 
reasonable prices and comfort food. Taix Restaurant remained a destination in its current 
location, but increasing competition from other venues offering expansive banqueting facilities, 
coupled with the negative reputation of the Echo Park neighborhood at the time, caused a decline 
in the restaurant’s business, beginning in the late 1970s and continuing through ensuing decades.  
 
Although many of the features of the restaurant have changed over time, the subject property 
appears eligible at the local level, under Criterion A/1/1, as it constitutes a long-term, legacy 
restaurant business associated with one of the City’s pioneering French families. The restaurant 
has made a significant contribution to the commercial history of Los Angeles, through 
establishing commercial identity as a destination and neighborhood restaurant and gathering place 
with banqueting facilities. The period of significance for the subject property begins in 1962 
when the Taix Restaurant first occupied the building and ends in 1980, the approximate date by 
which the business began to decline, which aligns with the cutoff date established by SurveyLA 
for properties eligible under the relevant historic contexts for commercial development.  
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Criterion B/2/2: Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past. 
 
The Taix Restaurant was evaluated throughout this report for potential significance for 
association with the lives of persons important in our past, including known historical owners, 
tenants, architects, engineers, and contractors. While early members of the Taix family, especially 
Marius Taix, Sr., were early French immigrants in Los Angeles, and may have been persons 
important in local history, the Taix Restaurant is not directly associated with these individuals, as 
they did their important work at the original restaurant location on Commercial Street. While 
Raymond Taix, the long-time proprietor of the Taix Restaurant, inevitably played an important 
role in the operation of the restaurant, he does not appear to have made substantial contributions 
to the restaurant industry nor history of French cuisine such that the Taix Restaurant would be 
considered significant for this association. Therefore, the Taix Restaurant does not appear eligible 
under Criterion B/2/2. 
 
Criterion C/3/3: Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual or possesses high artistic 
values. 
 
The Taix Restaurant appears more appropriately evaluated as a legacy business or cultural 
heritage asset than for its architecture. Its French Revival-themed architectural elements, added to 
the building in the 1960s, are not related to the historic context of the period revival styles that 
proliferated in the earlier Twentieth Century. The architecture of the Taix Restaurant is more 
closely related to that of themed restaurants designed in the post-World War II era, often 
positioned along major commercial thoroughfares. While this era of design produced important 
architectural typologies, such as Googie-style restaurants, which were often oriented toward the 
passing motorist, the Taix Restaurant does not strongly express any architectural style that was 
especially important during that time. Its elements of French Revival style were added through 
two separate construction projects by different architectural designers in 1962 and 1969. Lacking 
cohesiveness of design intent, and given the relative simplicity of the execution, with features 
focused at the façade and portions of the interior, the Taix Restaurant cannot be said to be an 
especially strong, nor high-style example of French Revival-themed, roadside architecture from 
the 1960s. Therefore, the Taix Restaurant does not appear eligible under Criterion C/3/3. 
 
Criterion D/4: Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 
 
The Taix Restaurant cannot be reasonably expected to yield information important in prehistory 
or history; therefore, it does not appear eligible under Criterion D/4. 
 
Historic District Eligibility 
 
The subject property was considered for potential eligibility as a contributor to a locally eligible 
historic district. However, there does not appear to be a cohesive grouping of buildings that 
includes the subject property and conveys a strong sense of time and place from any particular 
period in history. The location of the subject property on Sunset Boulevard includes a wide 
variety of building types from varying decades. There is no significant concentration, linkage, or 
continuity of sites, buildings, structures, or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or 
physical development. Therefore, there does not appear to be any district present. 
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Integrity 
 
As previously noted, once a resource has been determined to satisfy at least one of the above 
criteria, then it must be assessed for “integrity.”119 Integrity refers to the ability of a property to 
convey its significance. Evaluation of integrity is based on “an understanding of a property’s 
physical features and how they relate to its significance.” The National Register recognizes seven 
aspects or qualities of integrity: location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association. To retain integrity, a property must possess several, and usually most, of these 
aspects.  
 
The subject property generally retains integrity from its period of significance, 1962-1980, as 
described below.  
 

• Location: The building at the subject property has not been moved and therefore retains 
integrity of location.  

• Design: The subject property has not been substantially altered outside of its period of 
significance. It generally retains its essential French Revival design features evident at 
the south façade and building interior, as well as its significant character-defining interior 
spaces that convey its history as a restaurant. There have been changes to the design at 
the east bay of the south façade, including alterations to windows and removal of original 
light fixtures. There have also been extensive changes to materials at the interior, 
especially at walls, ceilings, and floors in the dining rooms. Despite these alterations, the 
Taix Restaurant generally retains integrity of design. 

• Setting: The subject property has always been located on Sunset Boulevard amongst a 
mix of land uses. Therefore, the subject property retains integrity of setting.   

• Materials: The exterior and structural elements have not been substantially altered with 
regard to their materials. The primary south façade appears much as it did after 
alterations in the 1960s and the interior is in generally the same configuration as it was 
after alterations in the 1960s. There have been some changes to materials at the exterior, 
in the east bay of the south façade, as noted above. While some areas of the interior are 
relatively intact, there have also been extensive changes to materials at the interior, 
especially at walls, ceilings, and floors in the dining rooms. Despite these alterations, the 
Taix Restaurant generally retains integrity of materials. 

• Workmanship: Retention of building materials from the 1960s in portions of the 
restaurant’s interior and exterior allows the Taix Restaurant to convey design of its 
significant character-defining features through workmanship. Therefore, the subject 
property retains integrity of workmanship. 

• Feeling: Retention of the above aspects of integrity noted above is such that the Taix 
Restaurant generally conveys its feeling as a restaurant from the 1960s, although many of 
the materials at the interior have been altered as part of comprehensive remodeling efforts 
in the 1990s. Therefore, the Taix Restaurant retains integrity of feeling. 

• Association: Retention of materials and workmanship makes it such that the Taix 
Restaurant conveys its historical association with its restaurant use. Therefore, the subject 
property retains integrity of association. 

 
While the Taix Restaurant appears to retain sufficient integrity for listing as a City of Los 
Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument and for the California Register, it does not appear to retain 
sufficient integrity for listing in the National Register, due to the above-noted alterations. 
                                                

119 National Register Bulletin #15, How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, National Park Service, 
1990, revised 2002. 
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Character-Defining Features 
 
Character-defining features are the physical features that convey a property’s significance. The 
National Park Service publication, Preservation Brief 17, Architectural Character: Identifying the 
Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid to Preserving Their Character outlines a three-
step process to identifying character-defining elements or features:120   
 

1. Identify the Overall Visual Aspects: Define general aspects of the building, including its 
setting, shape, roof, projections, recesses/voids, openings, and materials without focusing 
on details. 

2. Identify the Visual Character at Close Range: Focus analysis on quality of materials, 
color and texture of surfaces, etc. 

3. Identify the Visual Character of the Interior Spaces, Features, and Finishes: Note how 
the building configuration creates a pathway through the space and determine which 
room volumes and passageways feel important. Features and finishes contributing to 
interior decoration—or an absence of decoration—should also be noted. 

 
Character-defining features are extant physical features that reflect the history of the subject 
property during its period of significance, 1962-1980, and are discussed below as per the 
methodology outlined above, and are classified under primary, secondary, and tertiary levels of 
importance. Physical features that are considered to have primary importance and should be 
preserved tend to be those that are the most accessible to the public and/or those that are 
especially unique and are identified under the subheading Significant. Features that convey 
history, but are of secondary importance, potentially due to being more private spaces and/or 
having been altered, are classified as Contributing. Features that do not necessarily convey 
important aspects of the property’s history are of tertiary importance, and potentially areas to 
focus future alterations, are classified as Non-contributing. 
 
Overall Visual Aspects 
Significant 
• One story height of building.  
• Positioning at sidewalk edge with south façade oriented toward Sunset Boulevard.  
• Multiple rooflines, including central front gable flanked by slender towers, larger tower at 

southwest corner, and hipped roof. 
• Porte cochere extending from west elevation.  
• Side chimney at west elevation.  
Contributing 
• East bay of south façade, where some alterations have occurred. 
Non-contributing 
• Surface parking lot area. 
 
Visual Character at Close Range 
Significant 
• French Revival architectural elements focused at south façade and west elevation, including: 

o Front gable with eaves supported on wood brackets. 
o Rectangular towers flanking front gable, with flared metal roofs and finials. 
o Larger rectangular tower at southeast corner with flared metal roof and finial. 

                                                
120 Lee H. Nelson, Preservation Brief 17: Architectural Character: Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as 

an Aid to Preserving their Character, National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior, 1-2. 



1911 W. Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, California 
	

17910173.2	
225322-10008 

Page 42 

o Stucco exterior walls with half-timbering decoration. 
o Low clinker brick wall extending across façade and incorporating planters. 
o South façade entrance offset from center of gable peak, with lava rock wall detail to 

west and distinctive wood double doors. 
• West elevation porte cochere with hipped roof supported on brick columns.  
• West elevation chimney made of brick. 
• West elevation entry area, half-timbering decoration on south wall and slate tile floor. 
• Signage including: 

o Neon “cocktails” sign at south façade. 
o Roof sign. 

Non-contributing 
• Windows in east bay of south façade, which were altered in the 1990s. 
• South façade signage other than “cocktails” sign, all of which was altered from 1990-2017. 
• Signage on porte cochere, which was added in the 2000s. 
 
Interior Spaces, Features, and Finishes 

 
Fig 17: Ground floor plan with overlay identifying current nomenclature and character-defining spaces (base plan by Nielsen, Moffatt 
& Wolverton, 1968) 
 
Significant 
• Configuration of interior corridors including:  

o Foyer, oriented east-west, leading inside from the west elevation entrance  
o Banquet Corridor, oriented north-south, leading from the foyer to banquet rooms 
o Dining Corridor, oriented east-west, leading to dining rooms 
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• Configuration of interior spaces including:  
o Cocktail Lounge 
o Alcove Seating Area 
o Garden Room 

• Materials of significant interior spaces including:  
o Slate tile flooring, where it exists in significant spaces. 
o Dark-stained wood trim with wavy edges, where it exists from the period of 

significance in significant spaces. 
o Brick wall veneer, where it exists from the period of significance in significant 

spaces. 
o Foyer: access from west elevation; raised landing; slate tile floor; curved ceiling with 

painted finish; brick wall base with painted plaster wall and half-timbering decorative 
trim above; wood door frames; wood molding with brackets along top of walls; 
windows with multi-light stained glass; light fixtures on wood door frames. 

o Cocktail Lounge: scalloped (vaulted) ceilings along north and south walls; wood 
partition walls with stained glass detail at entrance; bar positioned along the south 
wall with cherry wood countertop; wood shelving behind bar along south wall; brick 
wall incorporating brick and flagstone fireplace along west wall. 

o Alcove Seating Area: configuration as a central lobby space; wood doors at south 
elevation entrance; brick and wood central partition/feature wall creating secluded 
seating nook oriented toward fireplace; dark-stained wood trim with wavy edges and 
similar wood details from the period of significance; large stone fireplace at north 
wall.  

o Garden Room: north, east and west walls incorporating wood wainscot and painted 
plaster wall above; dark-stained wood trim with wavy edges, including half-
timbering decorative trim on walls and door frames.  

Contributing 
• Configuration of interior spaces including:  

o Wine Room 
o Dining Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 
o Banquet Rooms 1 and 2.  

• Materials of certain interior spaces including:  
o Wine Room: positioning of room above height of Foyer; rectangular plan with 

clipped corners; built in shelving dating from the period of significance; central 
ceiling medallion; slate tile floor. 

o Banquet Room 1: walls with brick veneer base, with painted plaster surface above, 
interspersed with regularly spaced stained wood trim with wavy edges.  

o Banquet Room 2: walls with wood wainscot, with painted plaster surface above.  
Non-contributing 
• Kitchen, back-of-house, service spaces, basement, and second floor office, all of which are 

not publicly accessible and do not have significant historical associations. 
• Alterations implemented outside the period of significance, especially in the 1990s and later, 

to materials including: ceilings, flooring, wallpaper, and wall veneer and trim throughout.  
• Banquet Corridor: Alterations including brick veneer base and wood trim above, which were 

added in the 1990s. 
• Cocktail Lounge: Alterations including wood wall paneling, wood caps on scalloped ceiling, 

upholstery added to base of bar, wood partition walls for service area, and built-in furniture, 
which were added in the 1990s and later. 
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• Alcove Seating Area: Alterations including reception desk in southwest corner and wood 
frame surrounding entrance to seating area at north end of brick feature wall, which were 
added in the 1990s and later. 

• Dining Room Corridor: Alterations including walls with smooth painted finish.  
• Dining Rooms 1 and 2: Alterations including contemporary dining booths, south elevation 

windows, and all wall, ceiling, and floor finishes, which were added in the 1990s and later. 
• Garden Room: Contemporary divider wall with sliding glazed doors (west wall of room), 

which was added in the 2000s. 
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IX.  CONCLUSION 
 
The subject property has been previously identified as a potentially eligible historical resource in 
SurveyLA as a “long-standing commercial presence in a community.” The subject property is 
evaluated in detail in this report, including thorough documentation of existing conditions, history 
of construction and alterations, and history of owners and tenants. The subject property was 
evaluated against relevant historic contexts and found to be significant as a legacy business the 
Taix family has operated since 1927 that has made a significant contribution to a City’s identity. 
 
SurveyLA concluded that the Taix Restaurant appears to meet local criteria only and may not 
meet significance thresholds for National Register or California Register eligibility. This report 
concludes that the Taix Restaurant is a historical resource under CEQA that appears to meet 
eligibility criteria for listing locally as a City of Los Angeles HCM and may meet the criteria for 
listing in the California Register, but does not appear to retain sufficient integrity for listing in the 
National Register, due to alterations. This report also identifies the significant character-defining 
features of the subject property. 
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Appendix A: Table of Building Permits 
 
Table of Building Permits 

Date Permit 
No. 

Work Owner Architect Contractor Valuation 

March 25, 
1929 

7853 Construct new Class 
“C” restaurant, 
26’x66’ 1-story, 15’-
tall, stone tile 
exterior walls, metal 
lath-plaster interior 
partitions, concrete 
floors, composition 
roof.  

Mrs. Ona 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

Edgar E. 
Butler 

Not given $3,500.00 

April 23, 
1929 

11098 Place steel frame for 
illuminated sign on 
existing market 
building. 

J.W. Botwin, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

N/A Neosign Co. $40.00 

May 2, 
1929 

12016 Make an addition of 
8’x17’, stone tile. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille  
Ave. 

Ed E. Butler Owner $225.00 

November 
5, 1934 

15001 Erect sign on 
existing 40’x23’ 
café building.  

Noah 
Botwin, 1911 
Sunset Blvd. 

N/A Mann Sign 
Co. 

$280.00 

June 10, 
1935 

9700 Erect toilet building, 
11’4”x15’6”, one-
story, 11’9”-tall, 
brick exterior walls, 
concrete floors. 

N. Botwin, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

George J. 
Fosdyke 

None $300.00 

June 26, 
1936 

22987 Erect a one-story 
brick building as 
addition, 24’x42’ to 
existing restaurant 
for use as cocktail 
lounge and toilet 
room. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
Beaux Arts 
Building 

Charles F. 
Plummer, 
Architect; 
J.J. Rees, 
Engineer 

None $2,500.00 

August 
1938 

24277 Erect a one-story 
brick addition, 
26’x30’ to existing 
building. 

Batwick 
Café, 1911 
Sunset Blvd. 

Charles F. 
Plummer, 
Architect; 
J.J. Rees, 
Engineer 

None $1,000.00 

1938 
(month 
and day 
illegible) 

33073 Tile bulkhead. Spaulding None P.H. Millar, 
1000 Echo 
Park Ave 

Not given 

October 
18, 1938 

34615 Move existing neon 
roof sign from end 
of roof to center of 
roof. 

Noah 
Botwin, 1911 
Sunset Blvd 

None Luminous 
Display Co 

$200.00 

November 
8, 1940 

45432 Replace fire damage 
to roof and dining 
room ceiling. No 
additions or 
changes. Replace as 

W.B Taylor, 
1921 Sunset 
Blvd. 

None W.H. 
Radford 

$90.00 
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Date Permit 
No. 

Work Owner Architect Contractor Valuation 

before fire. (1921 
W. Sunset Blvd.) 

April 10, 
1946 

19351 Wreck, demolish, 
and remove 
building. (1921 W. 
Sunset Blvd.) 

Lucile 
O’Neill, 1382 
Lucile Ave 

None None $200.00 

1946 
(month 
and day 
illegible) 

07838 Add 24’x30’ 
addition to existing 
café, which has 
masonry exterior 
walls. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

None None $1,500.00 

March 29, 
1946 

09047 Add 28’x125’ 
(illegible, could be 
28’12’5”) to existing 
building (foundation 
only) 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

None None $900.00 

December 
27, 1948 

32419 Proposed addition 
required for proper 
sanitation and fire 
regulations, for 
increased kitchen 
area, feed storage, 
toilets and lockers. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

McIntosh 
and 
McIntosh, 
Engineer 

None 
Selected 

$40,000.00 

1947 
(month 
and day 
illegible) 

13488 Erect one 50’x10’ 
advertising sign and 
attach to east wall of 
building. 

Not given Not given Pacific 
Outdoor 
Advertising 

$300.00 

1947 26077 See plans for permit 
no. 16747 (1947). 
Change arrangement 
of non-bearing 
partitions; enlarge 
opening into 
existing building. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

Palo and 
Lyerla, 
Engineer 

Owner $100.00 

August 
12, 1949 

18812 Complete work 
authorized on permit 
16747 (1947) and 
make corrections. 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 
1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

None Owner $500.00 

October, 
1949 

25240 New canopy at front 
of building. 

Botwin J.M. Sexton, 
Engineer 

Sexton $300.00 

November 
10, 1949 

27115 Enlarge small dining 
room, construct 
fireplace; cover 
walls of cocktail 
lounge and small 
dining room, with 
knotty pine. 

Botwin’s 
Restaurant 

Owner Owner $1,000.00 

December 
1, 1949 

29768 Erect sign on roof. H. Botwin, 
1915 Sunset 
Blvd. 

Illegible None $200.00 

1950 
(month 

02535 Construct steel 
canopy at side of 
building, 6’x8’ and 

Ona W. 
Spaulding, 

J.M. Sexton, 
Engineer 

H. Sampson $300.00 
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Date Permit 
No. 

Work Owner Architect Contractor Valuation 

and day 
illegible) 

increase size of 
dining room as 
shown on plans. 

1382 Lucille 
Ave. 

April 20, 
1950 

09050 Enlarge length of 
roof sign required 
under permit 02535 
(1950) from 20’ to 
23’. 

H. Botwin, 
1915 Sunset 
Blvd. 

J.M. Sexton, 
Engineer 

Owner $700.00 

August 
28, 1961 

96294 Install projecting 
sign, 1’4”x7’, 
reading “Coffee 
Shop.” 

Rafael’s 
Restaurant 

None Brite Lite 
Neon 

$600.00 

June 19, 
1962 

13318 Add exterior 
canopy, 8’x10’, on 
west elevation. 

Mr. Taix, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

G. Sexton, 
Engineer 

Mr. 
Sampson 

$2,000.00 

June 27, 
1962 

14014 Stucco and wood 
trim front only. 

Taix 
Brothers, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

Sexton, 
Engineer 

Harold 
Samson 

$3,000.00 

June 29, 
1962 

14263 Change size of 
existing vestibule to 
8/6x12 on permit no. 
13318. 

Mr. Taix, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

G. Sexton, 
Engineer 

Mr. Simpson $200.00 

July 6, 
1962 

14737 Revise permit no. 
14014 (1962), 
exterior changes. 

Taix 
Brothers, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

George 
Sexton 

Mr. 
Sampson 

$125.00 

January 
29, 1963 

29582 Install metal and 
plastic neon signs. 

La Casita, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

None G.M. Neon 
Corp. 

$500.00 

December 
2, 1963 

55386 Add 690 square foot 
second story at 
northeast corner of 
existing restaurant. 

Les Feres 
Restaurant, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

G.F. Sexton Owner $15,000.00 

February 
18, 1966 

19282 Erect water tank on 
roof near northeast 
corner of building.  

Les Feres 
Taix 
Restaurant, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

J.M. Sexton Owner $300.00 

July 1, 
1968 

70274 Add one story and 
partial basement 
addition at 1911 and 
1925 Sunset Blvd. 

Les Freres 
Taix, 1911 
Sunset Blvd. 

Nielsen, 
Moffatt & 
Wolverton 

Owner $165,000.00 

July 23, 
1968 

70929 Shoring for 
installation of new 
basement. 

Les Freres 
Taix, 1911 
Sunset Blvd. 

Nielsen, 
Moffatt & 
Wolverton, 
Architect; 
George J. 
Fosdyke, 
Engineer 

None $500.00 

March 17, 
1969 

84312 Install double-face 
projecting sign, 
4’x8’, along south 

Taix 
Restaurant, 

None Three Star 
Sign Co. 

$800.00 
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Date Permit 
No. 

Work Owner Architect Contractor Valuation 

elevation fronting 
Sunset Blvd. 

1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

May 29, 
1970 

09687 Install steel beam in 
intr. Kitchen non 
bearing masonry 
wall opening 
(previously cut). 

Taix 
Restaurant, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

Wilson and 
Thompson, 
Engineer 

Andre V. 
Pastor 

$2,000.00 

January 4, 
1971 

21171 Ceramic tile, walls 
and quarry; tile 
floor. 

Taix 
Brothers, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

None Andre Pastor $6,000.00 

November 
4, 1975 

16239 Alter existing office 
and dining room by 
relocation of stair in 
northeast corner of 
building. 

Les Freres 
Taix 
Restaurant, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

Nielsen, 
Moffatt & 
Wolverton, 
Architect 

McCormick 
Construction 

$18,000.00 

February 
15, 1979 

77720 Interior alterations 
to convert wine shop 
to banquet room in 
west portion of 
building. 

P. Taix, 1911 
Sunset Blvd. 

R.C. Nielsen, 
Architect 

Not selected $3,000.00 

June 4, 
1991 

78691 Remodel 2 
bathrooms located 
along south wall to 
comply with 
accessibility 
requirements. 

Mike Taix, 
1911 Sunset 
Blvd. 

None Royce 
Construction 

$13,000.00 

October 
24, 2001 

00048-
10000-
01447 

Install one porte 
cochere roof sign 
reading, “Taix 
French Restaurant,” 
1 illuminated 
double-faced 
projecting sign, 2 
wall signs.  

Raymond M. 
Taix and 
Toni R. Taix, 
3586 
California 
Blvd, 
Pasadena. 

Victor 
Montgomery, 
Architect 

Owner $8,741.00 
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