
 
 

CHILI BOWL 
12244-12248 West Pico Boulevard 

CHC-2019-6975-HCM 
ENV-2019-6976-CE 

 
 

Agenda packet includes: 
 

1. Final Determination Staff Recommendation Report 
 

2. Commission/ Staff Site Inspection Photos—January 9, 2020 
 

3. Categorical Exemption 
 

4. Under Consideration Staff Report 
 

5. Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Please click on each document to be directly taken to the corresponding page of the PDF. 



Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 CHILI BOWL 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: David Manzano Et al. and  
    Katherine M. Manzano 
    6514 Lindley Avenue 
    Reseda, CA  91335 
 
APPLICANT: Adrian Scott Fine 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 
PREPARER: Marcello Vavala 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 
   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7. 

 
2. Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of Planning 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]   [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources  
  
Attachments: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
 Commission/Staff Site Inspection Photos—January 9, 2020 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: February 6, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: February 18, 2020 

CASE NO.: CHC-2019-6975-HCM 
                    ENV-2019-6976-CE    
 
Location: 12244-12248 West Pico Boulevard 
Council District: 11 – Bonin 
Community Plan Area: Palms – Mar Vista – Del Rey 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: West Los Angeles Sawtelle 
Legal Description: Tract 7861, Lots 59-60 
 
 

12240 Pico LLC 
12300 West Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA  90064 
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FINDINGS 

 
• The Chili Bowl “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method 

of construction” as an excellent and rare example of programmatic architecture in Los 
Angeles. 

 
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Chili Bowl is a one-story commercial building located at the southeast corner of West Pico 
Boulevard and South Wellesley Avenue in the Sawtelle neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
Constructed in 1935 and relocated from its original location in Silver Lake to the present site in 
1939, the subject property was erected as a restaurant by restaurateur and entrepreneur Arthur 
N. Whizin, whose multi-location Chili Bowl restaurant chain operated throughout Los Angeles 
County between 1931 and the mid-1940s. The building was constructed in the Programmatic 
architectural style, designed to mimic the appearance of a giant chili bowl. The subject property 
remains in use as a restaurant. The parcel also includes a 1952 one-story industrial building to 
the rear of the restaurant, constructed as a storage facility and presently used as a welding shop. 
 
The subject property is one of a collection of chili bowl-shaped structures once belonging to 
restaurateur Arthur Whizin’s Chili Bowl restaurant chain. Whizin opened several Chili Bowls a 
year, eventually growing his chain to eighteen throughout Los Angeles County within a decade. 
Whizin created the design for the building, which was replicated for each location in the chain. 
The giant chili bowl fronting the street, complete with a curved base and flared rim at the roofline, 
contained the dining space for patrons, while a slim rectangular portion at the rear accommodated 
the kitchen. The unique shape of the building served as an unmistakable sign to passing 
motorists. Locations in Whizin’s popular chain of chili parlors ranged from Wilmington to Glendale, 
and West Los Angeles to Alhambra, with many throughout central and South Los Angeles. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property includes a circular portion at the front and a rectangular 
portion at the rear. The building is of wood frame construction with rough stucco cladding and a 
flat roof. The front portion is characterized by a strongly curved base at ground level, canted walls 
that gradually slope outward toward the top of the structure, and a flared lip along the roofline. 
The primary, north-facing elevation is symmetrically composed with a ribbon of fixed wood 
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windows centered on the elevation, flanked by two slim, fixed single-lite wood windows. Two main 
entrances are located on the east- and west-facing elevations of the building’s front portion, which 
are accessed by stairs leading to an awning-covered landing and doorway. The rear, rectangular 
portion of the building is visually subordinate to the front portion and features smaller rectangular 
windows and access doors. A double-sided sign is situated on the roof of the front portion of the 
building, featuring diamond-shaped signage atop a girded support. The interior features an open 
plan dining room with curved walls, as well as food preparation spaces and restrooms. 
 
The subject property has experienced alterations that include the relocation of the one-story 
restaurant building in 1939; the installation of awnings in 1941; the removal of interior partitions 
in 1958; an addition to the rear of the building and restuccoing the structure in 2002; and the 
remodeling of the front elevation to include a ribbon of windows, the addition of patchwork stone 
facing on the entry stairs, the addition of a roof sign, the replacement of the entry doors, and the 
alteration of some windows, all at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent and 
rare example of programmatic architecture in Los Angeles. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Chili Bowl meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies the distinctive 
characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent and rare 
example of programmatic architecture in Los Angeles. 
 
Programmatic architecture, also referred to as mimetic architecture, was popularized along 
roadsides throughout the United States beginning in the 1920s during the period when 
widespread automobile usage began influencing community growth and building design. Its 
appeal as a form of automobile-influenced roadside architecture lay in its ability to house a 
business within the form of a giant object that doubled as advertisement or branding. The design 
of programmatic buildings typically featured two distinct portions: the object portion housing the 
main interior space fronting the street, and a subordinate portion of vernacular design at the rear 
that generally housed space for food preparation or other uses by employees. On the interior, 
there was often a single space for customers.  
 
By the 1920s, Los Angeles caught the nation’s attention with an air of boosterism that reinforced 
the qualities that set its own collection of programmatic structures apart from the rest of the nation. 
A number of popular magazines at the time profiled groupings of programmatic buildings found 
on Los Angeles streets with headings such as “Weird Architecture Helps to Sell Ice Cream” and 
“Bizarre Eat Shops Built to Lure Trade.” This was the golden era of programmatic architecture 
and some of Los Angeles’ best examples were profiled before a national audience, if only as 
architectural oddities. Many of these structures housed businesses with a single location and 
represented a singular expression of design. However, some businesses, such as the Chili Bowl 
restaurants, grew to include a chain of locations that replicated their programmatic design. 
Nevertheless, most of the programmatic/mimetic structures that once dotted the city streets have 
vanished, and as such, the Chili Bowl is significant as a rare, and early, example of the style within 
the city of Los Angeles. SurveyLA identified seven extant programmatic/mimetic structures that 
potentially retain eligibility for historic designation, and there are currently only two Historic-
Cultural Monuments representing this architectural style: the Dark Room (1926, HCM #451) and 
Idle Hour Café (1941, HCM #977).   
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In addition, the subject property is one of five remaining structures from the once popular Chili 
Bowl restaurant chain, which originally included eighteen identical structures located throughout 
Los Angeles County. There is one other extant Chili Bowl structure located in the city of Los 
Angeles, at 901 West Florence Avenue, but it has been substantially altered and no longer retains 
integrity.  
 
Despite some exterior and interior alterations, the subject property retains a sufficient level of 
integrity of materials, design, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association to convey its 
significance. 
 
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.” 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.” 
 
The designation of the Chili Bowl as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance with Chapter 
9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure that future 
construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with Section 
22.171.14 of the LAAC.  The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts to a 
Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC.  
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space.  The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.   
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties. 
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Categorical Exemption ENV-2019-6976-CE was prepared on January 13, 2020.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On December 5, 2019, the Cultural Heritage Commission voted to take the property under 
consideration. On January 9, 2020, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Barron and Kanner visited the property, accompanied by staff from the Office of 
Historic Resources.  
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COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2019-6975-HCM 

LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2019-6976-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Chili Bowl 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
11- Bonin 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
12244-12248 West Pico Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA  90064 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the Chili Bowl as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Chili Bowl as an Historic-Cultural Monument will assure the 
protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards to maintain 
and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
City Planning Associate 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
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REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
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DISTRIBUTION:  County Clerk, Agency Record 
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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 CHILI BOWL 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: David Manzano Et al. and  
    Katherine M. Manzano 
    6514 Lindley Avenue 
    Reseda, CA  91335 
 
APPLICANT: Adrian Scott Fine 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 
PREPARER: Marcello Vavala 
 Los Angeles Conservancy 
 523 West 6th Street, Suite 826 
 Los Angeles, CA  90014 
 

   
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]  [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Manager  Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect 
Office of Historic Resources  Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
   
Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: December 5, 2019 
TIME:  9:00 AM 
PLACE:  City Hall, Room 1010 
  200 N. Spring Street 
  Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2019-6975-HCM 
                    ENV-2019-6976-CE   
 
Location: 12244-12248 West Pico Boulevard 
Council District: 11 – Bonin 
Community Plan Area: Palms – Mar Vista – Del Rey 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: West Los Angeles Sawtelle 
Legal Description: Tract 7861, Lots 59-60 
 

12240 Pico LLC 
12300 West Pico Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA  91335 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Chili Bowl is a one-story commercial building located at the southeast corner of West Pico 
Boulevard and South Wellesley Avenue in the Sawtelle neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
Constructed in 1935 and relocated from its original location in Silver Lake to the present site in 
1939, the subject property was erected as a restaurant by restaurateur and entrepreneur Arthur 
N. Whizin, whose multi-location Chili Bowl restaurant chain operated throughout Los Angeles 
County between 1931 and the mid-1940s. The building was constructed in the Programmatic 
architectural style, designed to mimic the appearance of a giant chili bowl. The subject property 
remains in use as a restaurant. The parcel also includes a 1952 one-story industrial building to 
the rear of the restaurant, constructed as a storage facility and presently used as a welding 
shop. 
 
The subject property is one of a collection of chili bowl-shaped structures once belonging to 
restaurateur Arthur Whizin’s Chili Bowl restaurant chain. Whizin opened several Chili Bowls a 
year, eventually growing his chain to eighteen throughout Los Angeles County within a decade. 
Whizin created the design for the building, which was replicated for each location in the chain. 
The giant chili bowl fronting the street, complete with a curved base and flared rim at the 
roofline, contained the dining space for patrons, while a slim rectangular portion at the rear 
accommodated the kitchen. The unique shape of the building served as an unmistakable sign to 
passing motorists. Locations in Whizin’s popular chain of chili parlors ranged from Wilmington to 
Glendale, and West Los Angeles to Alhambra, with many throughout central and South Los 
Angeles. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property includes a circular portion at the front and a rectangular 
portion at the rear. The building is of wood frame construction with rough stucco cladding and a 
flat roof. The front portion is characterized by a strongly curved base at ground level, canted 
walls that gradually slope outward toward the top of the structure, and a flared lip along the 
roofline. The primary, north-facing elevation is symmetrically composed with a ribbon of fixed 
wood windows centered on the elevation, flanked by two slim, fixed single-lite wood windows. 
Two main entrances are located on the east- and west-facing elevations of the building’s front 
portion, which are accessed by stairs leading to an awning-covered landing and doorway. The 
rear, rectangular portion of the building is visually subordinate to the front portion and features 
smaller rectangular windows and access doors. A double-sided sign is situated on the roof of 
the front portion of the building, featuring diamond-shaped signage atop a girded support. The 
interior features an open plan dining room with curved walls, as well as food preparation spaces 
and restrooms. 
 
The subject property has experienced minor alterations that include the relocation of the one-
story restaurant building in 1939; the installation of awnings in 1941; the removal of interior 
partitions in 1958; an addition to the rear of the building in 2002; and the remodeling of the front 
elevation to include a ribbon of windows, exterior stuccoing, the addition of patchwork stone 
facing on the entry stairs, the addition of a roof sign, and the alteration of some windows, all at 
unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent and 
rare example of programmatic architecture in Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 



CHC-2019-6975-HCM  
12244-12248 West Pico Boulevard  
Page 3 of 3 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or 
local history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect 
whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that 
the application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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Style: Style:

Type: Type:

3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

Describe anǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌesources located on the property to be included in the nominaƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌe: 

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes Unknown (explain in ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

No (explain iŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�7)

Chili Bowl Original historic name

12244 W. Pico Boulevard 90064 11

12244-12248 W. Pico Boulevard Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey

4259-040-006 7861 None 59-60

1935 Private Development

Arthur Whizin J. M. Lamb

Restaurant Restaurant

Programmatic/Mimetic 1 Irregular

Wood Select

Stucco, textured Select

Flat Select

Rolled asphalt Select

Fixed Select

Wood Select

Off-center Select

Plank Select



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

List date and write a brief descripƟŽŶ of any major alteraƟŽŶƐ or addiƟŽŶƐ. ThiƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�may also be completed on a separate document. 
Include copies of permits in the nominaƟŽŶ�packet. Make sure to list any major alteraƟŽŶƐ for which there are no permits, as well.

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION (if known)

Survey Name(s):

Listed in the California Register of Historical Resources

Determined eligible�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕ state, or local landmark 
status by an historic resources survey(s)

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�Register of Historic Places

Formally determined eligible for the NaƟŽŶĂl and/or California Registers

Located in an Historic PreservaƟŽŶ�Overlay Zone (HPOZ)
ContriďƵƟng feature

Non-conƚƌŝďƵƟng feature

Other historical or cultural resource designaƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

The proposed monument exemplifies the following Cultural Heritage Ordinance CriteƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�22.171.7): 

See attached.

✔

SurveyLA

✔



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ Describe the proposed monument’s physical characterisƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
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CHILI BOWL 
HISTORIC‐CULTURAL MONUMENT CONTINUATION SHEET 
 
A. Property Description 
 
General Setting 
 
The Chili Bowl is located at 12244 W. Pico Boulevard in West Los Angeles, one block east of the city 
boundary with Santa Monica. Located at the southeast corner of Wellesley Avenue, the property 
comprises a flat, moderately sized commercial parcel that is rectangular in shape. The parcel contains 
two structures. The northwest portion of the parcel, at the corner of Pico and Wellesley, is occupied by a 
commercial building that was relocated to the site in 1939 and was historically used as a restaurant, 
which remains the present use today. The southeast portion of the parcel is occupied by an industrial 
building that was constructed in 1952 for use as a storage facility and is presently used as a welding 
shop. The rest of the parcel is occupied by surface parking. The property is situated along the 
commercial corridor of Pico Boulevard, which is characterized along this stretch by a predominantly low-
scale commercial development pattern. The Santa Monica Freeway, opened in 1966 into Santa Monica, 
passes to the south of the parcels of the 12200 block of W. Pico Boulevard. Despite the close proximity, 
the character of the block along Pico Boulevard has not substantially changed. 
 
Building Exterior 
 
Constructed in 1935 and relocated from its original location in Silver Lake to the present site in 1939, the 
approximately 1,200-square-foot-subject building was erected as a restaurant by restauranteur and 
entrepreneur Arthur N. Whizin, whose multi-location Chili Bowl restaurant chain operated throughout 
Los Angeles County between 1931 and the mid-1940s. The compact, one story building abuts the west 
property line and is minimally set back from the street. The building, set on a foundation and 
constructed of wood frame, has a stucco finish. Its footprint is irregular, with a circular portion at the 
front and a rectangular portion at the rear. Architecturally, it is an example of the Programmatic style, 
and exhibits characteristics that are commonly associated with the style. It was designed to mimic the 
appearance of a giant chili bowl.    
 
The front portion of the building, designed as a giant object in the shape of a chili bowl, is circular in plan 
and contains an elevation characterized by a strongly curved base at ground level, canted walls that 
gradually slope outward toward the top of the structure, and a flared lip along the roofline. The giant 
object portion of the building is wider than the rear, rectangular section. While the rear portion of the 
building is visible from several vantage points, it’s narrower width and unadorned architecture allows 
front portion of the building to retain its prominence. The entire structure has a flat roof. The flared lip 
of the front section of the building does not form a complete circle; it terminates a short length beyond 
the point where the front and rear portions of the building connect, allowing for an uninterrupted roof 
surface. 
 
The front portion of the building features a symmetrical design through both its shape and also the 
fenestration of windows and doors. Two prominent entrances are located at the midpoints between the 
front and sides of the circular portion. These are accessed by double sided stairs lead to a central, top 
landing and entrance door. 
 



The front of the building is punctuated by a series of slim windows that encircle the façade and a large 
ribbon of windows centered across the front façade. The windows featured fixed panes of glass. The 
rear portion of the building features smaller rectangular windows and access doors but does not contain 
matching side elevations. Two visible additions include a small addition to the west side of the building 
and a small addition to the rear of the building. Both additions follow the same vernacular treatment as 
the rear portion of the building. 
 
The entire structure is surfaced in a rough texture-coat of stucco and is currently painted a light beige 
color. 
 
A highly visible double-sided sign structure is situated on the roof of the front portion of the building, 
featuring diamond-shaped signage atop a girded support. 
 
Building Interior 
 
The interior of the structure is divided into two main portions that are defined by the differentiated 
forms of the architecture. The front portion of the building was historically utilized as the dining space 
for the restaurant and it retains that use today. The rear portion of the structure is utilized for food 
preparation spaces and restrooms. 
 
The interior dining space is characterized by its open plan and curved walls that reveal the shape of the 
structure. While the exterior walls of the front portion of the building are canted, interior walls with a 
vertical alignment have been installed along the perimeter of the dining space. 
 
The dining space in the curved section opened into a combination food preparation area with counter 
seating occupying the transitional spaces where the front and rear portions of the building connect. A 
suspended soffit with downlighting is located above the food preparation and counter seating space. 
 
While the interior finishes have been modified over the years, the dining space retains its open plan that 
would have characterized it historically. The floor is currently surfaced with square floor tiles with a 
stone finish, while the ceiling has a smooth, painted plaster finish.  



B. Statement of Significance 
 
Summary 
 
12244 W. Pico Boulevard (Chili Bowl) meets the following criteria for designation as a Los Angeles 
Historic‐Cultural Monument: 
 
It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction 
(Criterion 3). 
 
The property meets Criterion 3 because it embodies the distinguishing characteristics of the 
Programmatic style. Designed to mimic a chili bowl, it is one of the last remaining structures from the 
once popular Chili Bowl restaurant chain operated by restauranteur Arthur Whizin in the 1930s and 
1940s. It is significant as a rare surviving example of Programmatic architecture in the City of Los 
Angeles from the style’s earliest years of popularity during the 1920s and 30s, and thus is inherently 
valuable to a study of Programmatic architecture. 
 
The property was identified in SurveyLA as potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, and as a Los Angeles Historic‐ 

Cultural Monument (HCM) as an excellent and rare example of programmatic architecture in Los 
Angeles.1 

Programmatic Architecture 

Programmatic architecture, also referred to as mimetic architecture, was popularized along roadsides  
throughout the United States beginning in the 1920s during the period when widespread automobile 
usage began influencing community growth and building design.  Though programmatic architecture 
was never a predominant architectural style in any one region, the Los Angeles area fostered a higher 
concentration than any other metropolitan region of the nation.2 Several influencing factors, most 
notably Los Angeles’s early twentieth century development alongside the rise of the automobile and 
images of fantasy exported from the Hollywood studios, but also early precedents found among regional 
expositions and amusement zones, all led to a favorable environment for programmatic architecture to 
take root and evolve as a form of roadside architecture.3  

Typically designed to reflect the identity of a business or the type of goods or services sold within, 
programmatic architecture can take innumerable forms. Its appeal as a form of automobile-influenced 
roadside architecture that emerged during the 1920s lay in its ability to house a business within the 
form of a giant object that doubled as advertisement or branding. Furthermore, the variety of novel 
designs could be accomplished through simple building materials of wood framing and stucco. It was not 
uncommon for some individuals to attempt registering the design of the programmatic buildings they 
created with a U.S. patent.  

Historian and author Jim Heimann, who has written extensively on programmatic architecture in his 
three editions of California Crazy, the seminal books dedicated to this architectural style, notes that 

                                                           
1 An excerpt from the SurveyLA Survey Report that articulates these findings is appended to this application. 
2 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 21. 
3 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 23. 



“…entrepreneurship, imagination, and the ingenuity of the small businessperson all contributed heavily 
to the success of many of these retail buildings.”4 Providing context on the favorability of the Los 
Angeles region, he adds “A bright economy, rampant speculation and inexpensive real estate, endless 
boosterism, the geographic layout of the region, and the acceptance and fostering of the car culture all 
combined to make an environment conducive to this building type.”5  

While early examples of programmatic architecture were built along roadsides throughout the nation in 
the 1920s and 1930s, Los Angeles garnered significant nationwide attention for its own collection of 
programmatic structures. Los Angeles by the 1920s caught the nation’s attention with an air of 
boosterism that reinforced the qualities that set it apart, and a number of popular magazines with 
nationwide reach, including Popular Mechanics and Modern Mechanix and Inventions, profiled 
groupings of programmatic buildings found on Los Angeles streets for their readers under headings such 
as “Weird Architecture Helps to Sell Ice Cream”6 and “Bizarre Eat Shops Built to Lure Trade.”7 This was 
the golden era of programmatic architecture and some of Los Angeles’s best examples were profiled 
before a national audience, if only as architectural oddities. Programmatic buildings, for a brief period, 
became linked with Los Angeles in the public’s consciousness. 

Heimann notes that “The golden age of this architectural type lasted for approximately 10 years, from 
1924 through 1934. Within that span the best buildings in this architectural category were built.”8 
Examples of these included the original Brown Derby (1926) in Los Angeles, the Hoot Hoot I Scream 
stand (1926) originally located in Rosemead and relocated twice, the Bulldog Café (ca. 1927) in Los 
Angeles, the Zep Diner (ca. 1928) in Los Angeles, the Tamale (1928) in East Los Angeles, the Big Cone (ca. 
1928) in various locations, the Pup Café (ca. 1930) in Culver City, the Chili Bowl (1931) in various 
locations, and the Pig Café (ca. 1934) in Los Angeles. 

As a group, several of these early programmatic structures shared a similar typology. They were small in 
size, largely built of wood frame and stucco, with the form of the giant object encompassing the main 
interior space. The design of several of these programmatic buildings featured two distinct portions: the 
giant object portion housing the main interior space fronting the street, and a subordinate portion of 
vernacular design at the rear that generally housed space for food preparation or other uses by 
employees. While they commanded attention along the street for passing motorists, these early 
programmatic buildings often consisted of a single interior space for the customers.  

Many of these structures housed businesses with a single location and represented a singular expression 
of design. There were, however, some business that grew to include a chain of locations that replicated 
their programmatic design. In these cases, the branding and business identity played a heightened role. 
Some of the most notable of these business operating numerous locations included Van de Kamp’s 
Dutch Bakeries, the Big Cone ice cream stands, and the Chili Bowl restaurants. 

Shifting architectural trends in the 1930s marked an end to the golden era of programmatic structures. 
Heimann notes “By the mid-1930s the building boom of architectural anomalies showed signs of 
exhaustion. While still lauded in the press, this informal movement fell out of favor as new architectural 
styles began to appear.”9 One of the new styles that Los Angeles embraced was the Streamline 
                                                           
4 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 46. 
5 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 46. 
6 “Weird Architecture Helps to Sell Ice Cream,” Popular Mechanics, January 1928, p. 101. 
7 "Bizarre Eat Shops Built to Lure Trade." Modern Mechanix and Inventions, April 1934, p. 75. 
8 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 55. 
9 Heimann, Jim. California Crazy: American Pop Architecture. Cologne: Taschen, 2018, p. 58. 



Moderne, and the aesthetics associated with that style influenced a few Los Angeles structures that 
were designed to look like streamlined ocean liners, both designed by architect Robert Derrah in 1936: 
the Coca-Cola Co. Bottling Plant and the central structure of Crossroads of the World. 

The programmatic concept could be achieved through a variety of design typologies, and the style 
continued to evolve through the decades. Facades could be designed to mimic the desired object, as 
with The Darkroom on the Miracle Mile and its façade patterned after a camera.  

Heimann writes that “With an urban landscape rapidly closing in, the competition for customers’ 
attention became acute and the luxury of open space and high visibility of the first generation of 
buildings experienced was no longer there.”10 The Big Donut chain, which featured 30-foot doughnuts 
atop the structures, was indicative of another direction for programmatic architecture in which “the 
giant sign fulfilled the new roadside expectations.”11 

Other creative approaches include the Donut Hole drive-thru in La Puente from the 1960s, featuring 
large doughnut-shaped portals for the entrance and exit, and the Fleetwood Building from 1987 on 
Ventura Boulevard in Woodland Hills, which features a façade fashioned to look the front of a Cadillac. A 
late example from 1999 is the West Los Angeles Parking Enforcement Facility at 11214 W. Exposition 
Boulevard, with a façade designed to recall a parking meter. 

Programmatic structures from the style’s golden era represent a finite and rare resource type, with few 
intact examples found scattered throughout the Los Angeles region. Many of the most distinguished 
examples no longer survive. 

A few programmatic structures have been designated Historic-Cultural Monuments in the City of Los 
Angeles, but none of these date from the style’s earliest years. They include the Coca Cola Bottling Plant 
(HCM #138), The Darkroom (HCM #451), the Haven of Rest (HCM #897) and the Idle Hour Café (HCM 
#977). 

The West Los Angeles Chili Bowl is significant as a rare surviving example of Programmatic architecture 
in the City of Los Angeles from the style’s earliest years of popularity during the 1920s and 30s. Its 1935 
construction date makes it one of the earliest surviving examples of programmatic architecture in Los 
Angeles. 

Arthur Whizin and the Chili Bowl restaurant chain 

One of the programmatic building shapes that was replicated throughout Los Angeles County was the 
chili bowl-shaped structures belonging to restauranteur Arthur Whizin’s Chili Bowl restaurant chain.  

Whizin opened several Chili Bowls a year, eventually growing his chain to eighteen throughout Los 
Angeles County within a decade. Locations in his popular chain of chili parlors ranged from Wilmington 
to Glendale, and West Los Angeles to Alhambra, with many throughout central and South Los Angeles. 

Whizin was twenty-five years old when he opened his first Chili Bowl restaurant at 3012 Crenshaw 
Boulevard near Jefferson in 1931. He had relocated from New York nine years earlier and worked 
various jobs before finding his niche in the restaurant business. 
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The simple design allowed for quick construction; his first location on Crenshaw Boulevard was opened 
just five weeks after the building permit was issued. As part of Whizin’s business strategy, he insisted 
upon owning the land where his eateries were located.12 

Whizin created the design for the building, which was replicated for each location in the chain. The giant 
chili bowl fronting the street, complete with a curved base and flared rim at the roofline, contained the 
dining space for patrons, while a slim rectangular portion at the rear accommodated the kitchen. 
Entrance doors accessed by double entry stairs were located on each side, with a series of slim windows 
encircling façade. 

While the unique shape of the building served as an unmistakable sign to passing motorists, the façade 
was also embellished with painted lettering advertising the restaurant’s name, signature dishes, and the 
phrase “patent pending,” though Whizin never actually secured a patent for his building design. The 
restaurant’s motto “An Institution Built Thru Merit” was frequently painted on the outside of the 
structures, while prominent diamond-shaped neon signage was perched atop each location advertising 
the restaurant’s cathphrase: “Get the Chili Bowl Habit!”13 

The Chili Bowl menu featured chili and chili size (served over an open face hamburger), tamales, 
spaghetti and the Whizin specialty Egg Royal—a quarter pound of ground sirloin mixed with an egg and 
onions and grilled in butter. The original interior seating arrangement featured a circular counter lined 
with twenty-six stools. 

Whizin’s concept for the new restaurant was an instant success, and the growth of the Chili Bowl chain 
was in part due to his entrepreneurial spirit and creativity in promoting the eateries. To promote the 
chain, which had a loyal following, he sponsored a baseball team, raffled rides on the Chili Bowl airplane, 
and advertised his restaurants on a speedboat which crossed the Catalina Channel with showgirls 
aboard. Bruce Whizin recalled in his father’s obituary that “The Chili Bowls were famous at the time," 
adding that "If you were in the movie business that's where you would hang out." 

Relocations 

While the Chili Bowl achieved high visibility as a programmatic structure during the golden era of the 
style in Los Angeles as the chain grew to include eighteen identical structures, Whizin’s propensity to 
relocate the diminutive structures throughout the County represents an uncommon approach and a 
unique element of the chain’s history. 

For the first seven years of the chain’s history, from 1931 through early 1938, Whizin constructed new 
Chili Bowls for each new location of the restaurant. But in 1938, which would be the most active and 
ambitious in opening new locations, Whizin constructed five new Chili Bowls and, for the first time, 
relocated one of them across town to a new community and address. Specifically, he relocated Chili 
Bowl #5, which had opened in 1934 at 3668 Beverly Boulevard near Virgil Avenue to 3141 Cahuenga 
Boulevard in the Cahuenga Pass. In 1939, no new structures were built but Whizin relocated two 
additional Chili Bowls: Chili Bowl #7 was relocated from 2453 Fletcher Drive in Silver Lake to 12244 W. 
Pico Boulevard in West Los Angeles, while the Chili Bowl at 1401 N. Atlantic Boulevard in Long Beach, 
likely the tenth constructed in the chain, was relocated to 1661 W. Manchester Avenue in South Los 
Angeles. The year 1940 saw the construction of two new Chili Bowls and an additional relocation: the 
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Chili Bowl at 111 N. Fairfax Avenue was moved to 11982 Wilshire Boulevard in West Los Angeles. The 
following year, 1941, marked the construction of the eighteenth and final Chili Bowl in Alhambra but 
included two additional relocations: the original Chili Bowl at 3012 Crenshaw Avenue was moved to 222 
W. Washington Boulevard, while Chili Bowl #5, which was previously moved from Beverly Boulevard to 
the Cahuenga Pass, was moved yet again to 6530 San Fernando Road in Glendale. The final opening of a 
Chili Bowl occurred in 1942 following the relocation of the Eagle Rock location at 2870 Colorado 
Boulevard to 3561 W. Slauson Avenue four blocks west of Crenshaw Boulevard. 

After the Whizin drastically downsized the number of operating Chili Bowl locations during the war 
years, he nonetheless continued to relocate some of the Chili Bowl structures to suit his real estate 
interests. Chili Bowl #8 was relocated just six blocks south, from 4351 to 4951 S. Figueroa Street in 1943. 
Two additional relocations took place in 1945: the location at 3620 Beverly Boulevard, constructed in 
1938, was moved to 5310 Hollywood Boulevard, east of Western Avenue, while Chili Bowl #4, 
constructed circa 1933 at 5081 Whittier Boulevard in East Los Angeles was moved to 1015 N. Vermont 
Avenue south of Santa Monica Boulevard. The final relocation of a Chili Bowl structure took place in 
1947, when Chili Bowl #6 was moved from 1601 E. Anaheim Avenue in Wilmington to 901 W. Florence 
Avenue in South Los Angeles. 

Although Whizin most often pursued new communities in which to open Chili Bowls, particularly when 
relocations were involved, there were occasions in which he would relocate a Chili Bowl to open at a 
new address that was either on or adjacent to the same block as a prior location he was in the process 
of relocating. The first instance was the construction of the Chili Bowl at 3620 Beverly Boulevard in 
March 1938, just a few weeks before Whizin relocated the Chili Bowl one block west at 3668 Beverly 
Boulevard to the Cahuenga Pass. The next to last Chili Bowl he built was under construction at 3004 
Crenshaw Boulevard at the end of 1940 just as he was preparing to relocate the very first Chili Bowl in 
early 1941, which was just south on the same block at 3012 Crenshaw. 

With this series of building relocations, the Chili Bowl structures were introduced to additional 
communities throughout Los Angeles County as part of Whizin’s efforts to expand his restaurant chain. 
At the same time, the apparent ease with which Whizin relocated so many of his Chili Bowls suggests 
they also provided flexibility with his real estate holdings. He insisted on owning the land where his 
eateries were located.14 The apparent ease of moving the structures across town would have given 
Whizin the ability to quickly close a location and take the building with him when a new real estate deal 
presented itself, either for the sale of one of his existing properties or for the acquisition of a new one. 
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The following chart provides details on the group of structures that comprised the Chili Bowl chain. 

 Data is derived from a combination of Chili Bowl ephemera (menus and matchbook covers) and 
advertisements corroborated through building permits. Unless otherwise noted, all permit 
numbers reference City of Los Angeles building permits. 

 Addresses in bold indicate the five extant Chili Bowl structures. 
 Numbered locations (1 through 8, and 11) represent the order of opened locations referenced 

by the Chili Bowl chain when known, derived from a Los Angeles Times advertisement and a 
new construction permit. 

 Between 1931 and 1941, eighteen Chili Bowl structures were constructed for the restaurant 
chain, which reached its peak in 1941 with 18 simultaneously operating locations.  

 Because of the numerous building relocations that took place within the Chili Bowl chain, the 
number of addresses associated with the restaurant throughout its years of operation, twenty-
five, exceeds the number of structures built. 

 Of the eighteen structures built, ten were relocated, all during Whizin’s ownership. Six were 
relocated during the operation of the Chili Bowl chain, one of them twice. Four were relocated 
following their closure as Chili Bowls. Relocations after 1942 do not represent new Chili Bowl 
openings. The final relocation took place in 1947, after which all eighteen locations operated 
briefly as Punch & Judy Ice Cream Parlors in their final locations. 
 

Constructed at address Permit date or opening 
(permit #) 

Relocated to address Permit date 
(permit #) 

#1 3012 Crenshaw Ave. 
LA 

2/27/1931 (#3900) 
4/3/1931 opening 

222 W. Washington Blvd. 
LA 

2/5/1941 (#3601) 

#2 2228 E. Florence Ave. 
Huntington Park 

Circa 1931 Never relocated  

#3 801 N. La Brea Ave. 
LA 

8/24/1932 (#13765) Never relocated  

#4 5081 Whittier Blvd. 
East Los Angeles 

circa 1933 1015 N. Vermont Ave. 
LA--East Hollywood 

11/2/1945 (#17199) 

#5 3668 Beverly Blvd. 
LA 

12/20/1933 (#17714) 3141 Cahuenga Blvd. 
LA--Cahuenga Pass 

4/28/1938 (#12098) 

  6530 San Fernando Rd. 
Glendale 

1/15/1941 (#5437) 
Glendale permit 

#6 1601 E. Anaheim Ave. 
LA--Wilmington 

8/8/1934 (#10068) 901 W. Florence Ave. 
LA--South Los Angeles 

1/10/1947 (#2854) 

#7 2453 Fletcher Dr. 
LA--Silver Lake 

5/15/1935 (#8077) 12244 W. Pico Blvd. 
LA--West Los Angeles 

11/8/1939 (#43740) 

#8 4351 S. Figueroa Ave. 
LA--South Los Angeles 

10/23/1935 
11/30/1935 opening 

4951 S. Figueroa Ave. 
LA--South Los Angeles 

11/19/1943 (#11875) 

111 N. Fairfax Ave. 
LA 

6/30/1936 (#16131) 11982 Wilshire Blvd. 
LA--West Los Angeles 

9/24/1940 (#37963) 

1401 N. Atlantic Blvd. 
Long Beach 

circa 1936 1661 W. Manchester Ave. 
LA--South Los Angeles 

6/8/1939 (#22594) 



#11 178 S. Alvarado St. 
LA 

1/7/1938 (#618) Never relocated  

3620 Beverly Blvd. 
LA 

3/18/1938 (#7369) 5310 Hollywood Blvd. 
LA--East Hollywood 

6/6/1945 (#9234) 

870 N. Vine St. 
LA 

4/5/1938 (#9217) Never relocated  

1101 S. Western Ave. 
LA 

6/13/1938 (#17748) Never relocated  

2870 Colorado Blvd. 
LA--Eagle Rock 

11/4/1938 (#37354) 3561 W. Slauson Ave. 
LA 

2/5/1942 (#1777) 

3001 Los Feliz Blvd. 
LA--Atwater Village 

10/11/1940 (#41437) Never relocated  

3004 Crenshaw Blvd. 
LA 

11/19/1940 (#46831) Never relocated  

501 W. Valley Blvd. 
Alhambra 

3/25/1941 (#30830) 
Alhambra permit 

Never relocated  

 

The closing of the Chili Bowl chain 

Arthur Whizin cited the United States’ entry into World War II, and the subsequent shortage of workers 
for his Chili Bowl restaurants, as the primary reason he closed the chain. Whizin recalled “The day after 
Pearl Harbor, I only had enough men to open two of the Chili Bowls. The rest of my help had enlisted.”15  

An article in the Los Angeles Daily News from February 10, 1943, “2500 restaurants close doors here,” 
includes an image of the Chili Bowl at 3620 Beverly Boulevard with the caption “Labor Shortage caused 
this shutdown. War industry and armed services needed men most.” The photograph depicts a special 
sign Whizin placed on the roof of the Chili Bowl carrying the following message: “WAR EFFORT FIRST. 
Defense work and war service have taken our boys…When we win and they return this Bowl will re-
open. Bigger and better than ever.”16 

Ultimately, Whizin’s Chili Bowl chain did not recover from the wartime closures. He closed most of them 
during the war and enlisted in the Navy.17 He recalled that he was able to keep the West Los Angeles 
location open 24 hours a day for a time, owing to its proximity to the Douglas aircraft plant in Santa 
Monica. Heimann, who interviewed Whizin in 1978, said “he was only able to operate the Vine St, 
Crenshaw, and Pico locations due to the shortage of men. He reopened the Bowls after the war but 
again but gave up in 1947 due to employee theft and shortage of qualified men…The Bowls then 
became ‘Punch and Judy’ ice cream parlors for a few years before he moved to Agoura and opened 
Cornell Corners.”18 He later became Agoura’s largest individual landowner.19 

                                                           
15 “Chili Climate: Arthur Whizin’s diners boomed in an era gone bust,” Los Angeles Magazine, March 1997, p. 30. 
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17 Heimann, Jim. Email to the author. Monday, June 20, 2019. 
18 Heimann, Jim. Email to the author. Monday, June 17, 2019. 
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Although the Chili Bowl chain was largely shuttered, Whizin remained the property owner, and it 
appears he may have leased at least fourteen of the locations during this interim period in which they 
operated as White Bowl restaurants. These appear to have closed by 1946, when a series of auctions for 
the fixtures, equipment and groceries at the fourteen locations, which included 12244 W. Pico 
Boulevard, were announced in the Los Angeles Times.20  

By 1947, Whizin was ready to reopen his chain of eateries once again. Indicative of his entrepreneurial 
spirit, he joined forces with a business partner and refashioned his unique structures for a new clientele. 
Instead of operating as chili parlors, they would become ice cream parlors. Whizin’s new business was 
the Punch & Judy Ice Cream Parlor. The structures were repainted with bold striped trim and featured 
the eponymous slapstick puppet characters on the menu and décor, all in a move to cater specifically to 
teenagers in the mode of a soda fountain. The ice cream parlors featured menus with over-the-top 
desserts created by Whizin, including the Moron’s Ecstasy, a mammoth sundae with a quart of ice cream 
that he considered his triumph.21 Whizin’s new business enterprise was featured as the cover story of 
the May 19, 1947 issue of Life magazine, with the article noting that the new chain consisted of eighteen 
locations. Heimann observes: “To be featured in Life (and as the cover story) was a big deal so they must 
have been an instant hit.”22 

The Punch & Judy Ice Cream Parlors would be a short-lived venture, however, with Whizin deciding to 
focus his attention on development opportunities in Agoura Hills by 1950. He began selling off various 
locations of the former Chili Bowl chain during the 1950s, and they have been repurposed for other uses 
or demolished through the years. 

12244 W. Pico Boulevard after Whizin’s owernship 

After briefly operating as a Punch & Judy Ice Cream parlor, the former Chili Bowl at 12244 Pico 
Boulevard was repurposed to house a furniture store, as cited in the 1952 building permit for the 
construction of a second structure on the property: a corrugated, galvanized shed that received its 
certificate of occupancy in January 1953. According to the certificate of occupancy, it was initially 
utilized for the storage and sale of toys. The property remained under Whizin’s ownership during the 
furniture store and toy storage and sales uses but it is unclear if Whizin operated these ventures or 
simply leased the spaces. Permit history for other Chili Bowl locations reveal that some of the other 
locations were also adapted for new uses while remaining under Whizin’s ownership. 

By 1956, the subject property was utilized once again for food and drink. A 1956 building permit cites 
the new use of the building as a beer tavern and lists a new owner, N. Hernandez.  

By 1959, the property had been sold to Abad Manzano, with the former Chili Bowl continuing operation 
as a beer parlor and the rear shed structure converted into an auto body and fender shop in 1961. The 
property has remains in the ownership of the Manzano family. 

A series of various food and drink establishments have continued to operate out of the former Chili Bowl 
up through the present. In the early 1970s, a beer tavern known as the Round House was operating 
from the building. By the 1980s, an establishment known as Pancho’s Family Dinners operated from the 
space. Between July 2000 and December 2011, the former Chili Bowl housed a location of Mr. Cecil’s 
                                                           
20 Display Ad 11. Los Angeles Times, November 3, 1946. 
21 “Mammoth Sundae: Fantastic new concoction costs teen-agers $1,” Life, May 19, 1947, p. 85. 
22 Heimann, Jim. Email to the author. Monday, June 20, 2019. 



California Ribs. The current restaurant tenant, Shunji Japanese Cuisine, has operated out of the building 
since February 2012. 

Integrity 

Based on its current appearance and available building permits, it appears that the subject property has 
experienced only minor alterations over time. The relatively few alterations that have taken place have 
generally been carried out in a manner that is sensitive to the building’s architectural character. 
 
1935: Permit issued to construct a one‐story restaurant building at 2453 Fletcher Drive (the building’s 
original location). Minnie Whizin, Arthur’s wife, was listed as the owner. No architect was identified on 
the permit. J. M. Lamb is listed as the contractor. (LA permit 8077) 

1935: Permit issued to erect roof sign. Art Whizen [sic] is listed as the owner. Artistic Neon Sign Co. is 
listed as the contractor. (LA permit 09686) 

1939: Permit issued to move the structure from its original location at 2453 Fletcher Drive to its present 
location at 12244 W. Pico Boulevard. (LA permit 43740) 

1941: Permit issued to install two stationary awnings over the entrance doors and a retractable awning 
along the front of the building. (LA permit 27696) 

1952: Permit issued for recovering of awnings. A. N. Whizin is listed as the owner. (LA permit 06917) 

1956: Permit issued to add urinal to men’s rest room (addition at extreme south of building at rear). N. 
Hernandez is listed as the owner. (LA permit 18196) 

1958: Permit issued to remove interior petitions. A. & R. Mazano [sic] are listed as owners. (LA permit 
25400) 

2002: Permit issued to replace existing wood damaged studs @ storage room. Add 2” slab over existing 
slab at storage room. Restucco Bldg. Plot Plan Attachment indicates storage room is a new addition at 
rear directly west of rear restroom addition. (LA permit 01016-20000-20709) 

2005: Permit issued to patch and repair existing ceiling. Remove non-permitted ceiling. (LA permit 
05016-10000-06842) 

Although the permit record for the subject property does not contain records for some of the alterations 
made to the structure since it was first built in 1935, the permit record for the entire group of eighteen 
Chili Bowl structures reveals trends and commonalities and allows a level of extrapolation about the 
modifications Whizin was making to his buildings. 

The most significant alteration made to the original design of the Chili Bowls as conceived by Whizin was 
the remodeling of the front elevation to include a ribbon of windows in place of the central three. This is 
a feature of the subject property, as well as the other two surviving locations that retain their window 
fenestration: Alhambra and Glendale. The historical permit record for other locations in the chain, 
including 870 N. Vine Street and 1101 S. Western Avenue, include permits issued on April 25, 1940 to 



“Install glass front windows 4 ft. high by 16 ft. wide in front wall.”23 The permit record also includes 
identical work taking place at numerous locations throughout the chain, including the subject property, 
consisting of the installation of two stationary awnings over the doors and one retractable awning over 
the front. A historic photograph of the Chili Bowl at 3620 Beverly Boulevard, appearing in the February 
10, 1943 edition of the Daily News, provides a view of the ribbon windows on the front façade, along 
with the retractable awning, as completed during the period of significance. 

No photographs have been uncovered of the subject property during the period when it operated as a 
Chili Bowl restaurant or Punch & Judy Ice Cream Parlor, but an image of an unidentified location 
operating as a Punch & Judy (circa 1947) reveals the same rusticated stone facing applied to the low wall 
alongside the entry stairs and front planting bed as used at 12244 W. Pico Boulevard, linking these 
materials and this particular treatment for the entry stairs and front planting bed to the period of 
significance. There appears to have been variability among the various locations in the treatment of the 
entry stairs and borders along the front planting beds, with some locations sporting brickwork and 
others simple concrete. 

The alterations to the exterior beyond the period when the structure operated as a Chili Bowl consist of 
some of the windows covered with wood, modern single doors at the two street entrances, a later, 
rough-finish texture coat, corrugated metal facing on each sign of the diamond-shaped signage, and 
some later stone facing patchwork along the central portions of the entry stairs. The exterior has not 
received substantial alterations since the period of significance, and the building retains sufficient 
integrity to convey its historical significance. 

Of the five extant Chili Bowl structures that remain today, the West Los Angeles location at 12244 W. 
Pico Boulevard retains the highest integrity. It retains the significant character-defining features of the 
Chili Bowl restaurant buildings, and maintains the appearance the buildings achieved by the early 1940s 
while still operating as Chili Bowls under Arthur Whizin’s ownership. 

The other surviving Chili Bowl structures display a range of alterations that partly derive from their 
current uses. Those that have remained restaurants retain the highest integrity, while those that have 
been repurposed for other uses, particularly auto dealerships, have received the most substantial 
alterations and impacts to integrity: 

901 W. Florence Avenue, South Los Angeles 

The South Los Angeles location at 901 W. Florence Avenue, which is the only other surviving Chili Bowl 
structure in the City of Los Angeles apart from the subject property, is also the most significantly altered 
of the remaining Chili Bowl structures. The building currently operates as China Motors Auto Sales Inc. 
and has been substantially compromised. The entire front of the giant object portion of the building has 
been demolished and replaced with a new front addition that eliminated most of the bowl-shaped 
portion of the structure. The structure is unrecognizable from its front elevation. 

6530 San Fernando Road, Glendale 

The Glendale location, which is the only Chili Bowl structure to have been relocated twice, currently 
operates as the automobile dealership Valley Dealer Exchange, Inc. The structure has received 
numerous alterations that impact its ability to convey its historical significance: most of the window and 
                                                           
23 City of Los Angeles, Department of Building and Safety. Permits 16218, 16219. April 25, 1940. 



door fenestration has been modified with significantly expanded openings and , a soffit overhang was 
added below the roofline of the giant object portion of the structure, visually obscuring the Chili Bowl 
shape, the south entryway has been replaced with a window and the removal of the stairway, and the 
rear portion of the structure has had clay tile coping placed along the perimeter of the roofline. 

2228 E. Florence Avenue, Huntington Park 

The Huntington Park location, which was the second to be built in the chain, currently operates as 
Guadalajara de Noche Night Club. Unique among the extant structures, the Huntington Park location 
currently contains no landscaping, which allows the building’s purity of form to be fully showcased. 
However, the entirety of the structure’s original window and door fenestration has been removed and 
filled in, leaving solid exterior walls. Additionally, the original entry stairs have been removed. Apart 
from its form and stucco exterior, the Huntington Park location retains no other character defining 
features. 

501 W. Valley Boulevard, Alhambra 

The Alhambra location is the eighteenth and final Chili Bowl constructed for the restaurant chain and 
has continuously operated as an eatery. It has operated as Kim Chuy Restaurant since approximately 
1984 and retains a relatively high degree of integrity. Minimal alterations consist of the addition of fixed 
metal awnings over the window and door fenestration, the removal of the east entrance and entry 
stairs, a later texture coat of rough stucco, and the likely replacement of the original stone or brick 
utilized for the low wall framing the entry stairs and planting bed with concrete masonry units. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Period of Significance 
 
The period of significance for the Chili Bowl at 12244 W. Pico Boulevard has been identified as 1935 
through the mid-1940s, the period during which the structure operated as a location in the Chili Bowl 
restaurant chain. This encompasses its construction and operation on Fletcher Drive, its relocation to 
Pico Boulevard as part of the chain’s unique growth and evolution, and its renovated appearance with 
ribbon windows along its main façade. The primary exterior alteration made during the structure’s 
operation as a Punch & Judy Ice Cream Parlor, a wood window sill with decorative brackets along the 
ribbon of windows, was later removed. 
 
 
Character‐Defining Features 
 
Building Exterior 
 

 Minimal setback from the street 
 Programmatic style and characteristics, with giant object form in the shape of a chili bowl 
 Differentiation of structure into distinct front (giant object) and rear (vernacular) sections 
 Symmetrical façade with matching side elevations of giant object portion of structure 
 Elevation recalling chili bowl profile, consisting of a curved base at ground level, canted mid-

section and flared lip at roofline 
 Flat roof 
 Diamond-shaped, double-sided rooftop signage atop girded support 
 Gooseneck light fixtures (original) on rooftop signage, two on each side. 
 Window fenestration consisting of slim, rectangular windows (6) dating from original 

construction and ribbon of windows along center of front façade dating from first renovation 
 Angled entrances (2) located one each at opposite sides of front façade 
 Double-sided concrete stair located at each entrance 
 Wrought iron stair rail (original) located at each entrance alongside façade 
 Plastered/stucco exterior surfaces 
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1. Chili Bowl, East elevation. View: W 

2. Chili Bowl, East and front (North) elevation. View: SW 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Chili Bowl, East and front (North) elevation. View: SW 

4. Chili Bowl, East and front (North) elevation. View: SW 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

5. Chili Bowl, West and front (North) elevation. View: E 

6. Chili Bowl, rooftop signage. View: W 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Chili Bowl, West elevation. View: NE 

8. Chili Bowl, West elevation stairs and base of building View: N 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

9. Chili Bowl, West elevation. View: E 

10. Chili Bowl, West elevation entrance. View: NE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

11. Chili Bowl, West elevation entrance. View: SE 

12. Chili Bowl, West elevation entrance. View: NE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

13. Chili Bowl, Wrought iron stair rail, East elevation entrance. View: W 

14. Chili Bowl, West elevation fenestration. View: E 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

15. Chili Bowl, West elevation. View: S 

16. Chili Bowl, front elevation fenestration. View: E 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

17. Chili Bowl, East elevation. View: NW 

18. Chili Bowl, East and rear (South) elevation. View: NW 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

19. Chili Bowl, Interior of dining area. View: W 

20. Chili Bowl, Interior of dining area. View: NE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21. Chili Bowl, Interior of dining area. View: E 

22. Chili Bowl, Interior, fenestration. View: NE 



501 W. Valley Boulevard, Alhambra (RoadsideArchitecture.com)                2228 E. Florence Avenue, Huntington Park  

                 (RoadsideArchitecture.com)                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6530 San Fernando Road, Glendale (RoadsideArchitecture.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

901 W. Florence Avenue, South Los Angeles (Google Earth) 



Chili Bowl No. 4 under construction, 5081 Whittier Boulevard, East Los Angeles, ca. 1933 (Courtesy Jim Heimann) 



  Chili Bowl No. 1, 3012 Crenshaw Boulevard, Los Angeles, ca. 1931 (getty images) 



         Chili Bowl, 3620 Beverly Boulevard, with ribbon window and retractable awning renovation (LA Daily  
         News, Feb. 10, 1943)    



  Punch & Judy Ice Cream parlor, unidentified location, 1947 (Jack Birns. The LIFE Picture Collection) 



   Punch & Judy Ice Cream parlor with rusticated stone facing at entry stair and planting bed, unidentified    
   location, ca. 1947 (SnapShotPhotographs.com) 



     12244 W. Pico Boulevard, Round House, 1971 (Courtesy Jim Heimann) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
               12244 W. Pico Boulevard, Pancho’s Family Dinners, 1987 (Courtesy Jim Heimann) 



 

      Chili Bowl matchbook covers, depicting 15 locations in chain. 1939 (Courtesy Jim Heimann) 



         Chili Bowl menu cover, depicting 18 locations in chain. 1942 (Courtesy Jim Heimann)    
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A
Restaurateur Arthur Whizzin Dies at 88
DECEMBER 13, 1994

rthur Whizzin, famed owner of the now-defunct Chili Bowl restaurant chain and later the Canyon

Club off Kanan Road in Agoura, has died. He was 88.

Whizzin, a 14-year resident of Camarillo's Leisure Village, died Sunday from complications of

Parkinson's disease, said his son, Bruce Whizzin of Sherman Oaks.

"Dad was known for what he did in the restaurant business, but he was also a good athlete and outdoorsman,"

Bruce Whizzin said. "He was a good father and we're going to miss him a lot."

Whizzin opened his first restaurant, the T&T; Cafe on Pico Boulevard in 1927. He did so well there that three

years later he opened his first Chili Bowl restaurant at Crenshaw and Jefferson boulevards, the first of what

would become nearly two dozen Chili Bowl locations.

"The Chili Bowls were famous at the time," Bruce Whizzin said. "If you were in the movie business that's where

you would hang out."

Whizzin, who was born in Brooklyn, moved to California when he was 16 years old and held a series of different

jobs before finding his niche in the restaurant business.

Bruce Whizzin said that his father survived the Depression because of his keen business wits and because he

always insisted upon owning the land where his eateries were located. At the time of his death, he owned

property throughout Los Angeles County.

In 1954, Whizzin developed what many Ventura Freeway commuters now know as the Canyon Club off Kanan

Road as a small food store. Subsequent makeovers of the facility changed the small store to a cafe to the present

modern restaurant, bar and entertainment center.

In addition to his son, Arthur Whizzin is survived by a daughter, Nancy Bleicher of North Hollywood; brothers

Charly and Albert Whizzin, and sisters Frances Wasserman and Evelyn Benton. He is also survived by nine

grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. Whizzin was married to the former Shirley Cohen, who died in

1986.

Services will be held at 1 p.m. today at Adat Ari El Synagogue, 120 Burbank Blvd., North Hollywood. Burial will

follow at Eden Cemetery in Sylmar.

For The Record
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For the Record Los Angeles Times Wednesday December 14, 1994 Valley Edition Metro Part B Page 3 Column 5

No Desk 1 inches; 21 words Type of Material: Correction Misspelled name--An obituary in The Times on

Tuesday incorrectly spelled the name of an Agoura restaurateur. Arthur Whizin died Sunday at the age of 88.

Copyright © 2019, Los Angeles Times

This article is related to: Obituaries
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Address: 12244 W PICO BLVD 
Name:  Chili Bowl 
Year built: 1931 
Architectural style: Programmatic 

Context 1: 

Context: Commercial Development, 1850-1980 
Sub context: No Sub-context 
Theme: Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1980 
Sub theme: Programmatic/Mimetic, 1918-1950 
Property type: Commercial 
Property sub type: No Sub-Type 
Criteria: A/1/1 
Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 
Reason: Excellent and rare example of programmatic architecture in Los Angeles. Originally constructed by 

"Chili Bowl King" Arthur Whizin, it was designed to resemble a bowl of chili. Eighteen Chili Bowl 
restaurants were constructed throughout the Los Angeles area by 1933; this may be the only remaining 
example. 

 

Address: 10520 W REGENT ST 
Name:  Dr. William Ketchum Residence 
Year built: 1910 
Architectural style: Craftsman 

Context 1: 

Context: Residential Development and Suburbanization, 1850-1980 
Sub context: No Sub-context 
Theme: Early Residential Development, 1880-1930 
Sub theme: Early Single-Family Residential Development, 1880-1930 
Property type: Residential 
Property sub type: Single-Family Residence 
Criteria: A/1/1 
Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 
Reason: Rare example of early residential development in Palms; property pre-dates surrounding development 

which primarily dates from the post-World War II period. 



 

Resource Report 
Historic Resource Summary 
Names 

Chili Bowl (Primary) 
Chili Bowl (Historic) 
Mr. Cecil's California Ribs (Alternative) 
12244 W PICO BLVD (Alternative) 
 

Important Dates 
1931-01-01 (Built Date) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Images 
 

 

 

Resource Types 
Building 
 

Architect 
Arthur Whizin 
 

Builder 
 

Owner 
 
Location Information 
Addresses 

12244 W PICO BLVD Primary 
12240 W PICO BLVD Alternative 
12248 W PICO BLVD Alternative 

Location Description 
No descriptions recorded 

http://historicplacesla.org/reports/0fcb8def-f7fb-4400-92ae-9ae3f97a0161


Administrative Areas 
Palms - Mar Vista - Del Rey Community Plan Area (Community Plan Area) 
Los Angeles City Council District 11 (Council District) 
WEST LOS ANGELES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL (Neighborhood Council) 
MAR VISTA NEIGHBORHOOD (Neighborhood) 

 

Resource Description 
Classification 

Type: Commercial-Food Service, Restaurant/Tavern   Use: Historic         
Type: Commercial-Food Service, Restaurant/Tavern   Use: Current         
Type: California OHP Resource Attribute - HP06. 1-3 story commercial building       
     

Features 
Component: Cladding Type: Stucco, textured Material: none defined 
Component: Construction Type: Wood Material: none defined 
Component: Door Type: Double Material: Wood 
Component: Plan Type: Circular Material: none defined 
Component: Roof Type: Flat Material: none defined 
Component: Window Type: Fixed; Grouped Material: Wood 
Component: Window Type: Fixed Material: none defined 
 

Architectural Description 
Designed to resemble a bowl of chili; distinctive rooftop sign. 
 

Alterations 
Security door(s) added 

Resource Significance 
Evaluation Details 
Date Evaluated 

2012-07-17 

Context/Theme 
Commercial Development, 1850-1980 
Commercial Development and the Automobile, 1910-1980 
Programmatic/Mimetic, 1918-1950 
Commercial 
 

Eligibility Standards 
  Conveys an advertising message through adaptations in the building form itself 
  Was constructed during the period of significance 
  Is a good example of Programmatic/Mimetic architecture 



  Typically a low-scale commercial structure 
  Takes the form of an object not normally associated with architecture, such as food, 
animals, or household items 
  Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period of 
significance 
  "Programmatic” refers to structures whose form is directly related to the products sold 
within 
  Primarily applied to restaurants, food stands, and retail stores 
 

Integrity Aspects 
Location 
Feeling 
Workmanship 
Materials 
Design 
Retains sufficient integrity to convey significance 
Setting 
 

California Historic Resources Status Codes (explanation of codes) 
5S3 
3CS 
3S 
 

Significance Statement 
Excellent and rare example of programmatic architecture in Los Angeles. Originally 
constructed by "Chili Bowl King" Arthur Whizin, it was designed to resemble a bowl of 
chili. Eighteen Chili Bowl restaurants were constructed throughout the Los Angeles area 
by 1933; this may be the only remaining example. 
 

Periods of Significance 
From: 1931-01-01 

External References 
External System References 

SurveyLA ID: fe8c7476-84d5-4b88-8e63-47ebb4e699f3 
Property Identification Number: 120B149 92 
Property Identification Number: 120B149 88 
Property Identification Number: 120B149 98 
House ID: 887054 

Related Resources 
Related Historic Resources 

None 

http://historicplacesla.org/reports/fe8c7476-84d5-4b88-8e63-47ebb4e699f3


 

Related Historic Districts 
None 

 

Related Activities 
SurveyLA - Palms - Mar Vista - Del Rey Survey (was assessed in / assessed) 

 

Related Historic Events 
None 

 

Related People/Organizations 
Historic Resources Group (Surveying Firm, was surveyed by / surveyed) 
Arthur Whizin (Architect/Designer, was designed by /designed) 

 

Related Information Resources 
Images 

 

Documents 
SurveyLA: Palms-Mar Vista-Del Rey Historic Resources Survey Report (Document/Text, 
is referred to in / refers to) 

 

http://historicplacesla.org/reports/08caf99f-aab8-48d6-83dc-d26b0cc0f642
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/78b650f8-3024-460a-917d-6d28404abc5c
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/0fcb8def-f7fb-4400-92ae-9ae3f97a0161
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/4b705bef-582f-4ef6-b060-33165f52f6d4
http://historicplacesla.org/reports/5a600ffd-a674-44d3-9925-7acb1b4848d3






City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
11/21/2019

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 120B149    98

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 2,691.3 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 632 - GRID A7

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4259040006

 Tract TR 7861

 Map Reference M B 90-27/28

 Block None

 Lot 60

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 120B149

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Palms - Mar Vista - Del Rey

 Area Planning Commission West Los Angeles

 Neighborhood Council West Los Angeles Sawtelle

 Council District CD 11 - Mike Bonin

 Census Tract # 2712.00

 LADBS District Office West Los Angeles

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning [Q]C2-1VL-CDO

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2427 Freeway Adjacent Advisory Notice for Sensitive Uses

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

  ZI-2311 West Pico Boulevard

  ZI-2192 West Los Angeles Transportation Improvement and Mitigation

  ZI-2479 Livable Boulevards

 General Plan Land Use General Commercial

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area West Los Angeles Transportation Improvement and Mitigation

      Subarea None

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay West Pico Boulevard

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

12248 W PICO BLVD

 

ZIP CODES

90064

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CHC-2019-6975-HCM

ENV-2019-6976-CE

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2018-7547-CPU

CPC-2014-1457-SP

CPC-2013-621-ZC-GPA-SP

CPC-2005-8252-CA

CPC-2002-3161-CDO-ZC

CPC-1988-745-ZC

ORD-186108

ORD-175774

ORD-175773

ORD-171492

ORD-171227

ORD-163205

ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

ENV-2013-622-EIR

ENV-2005-8253-ND

ND-83-283-HD

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape Livable Boulevards

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 3

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4259040006

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 MANZANO,DAVID J ET AL

      Owner2 MANZANO,KATHERINE M

      Address 6514  LINDLEY AVE 
RESEDA CA 91335

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner 12244 PICO LLC

      Address 12300 W PICO BLVD 
LOS ANGELES CA 90064

      Owner MANZANO, DAVID J MANZANO, KATHERINE MARY

      Address 6514  LINDLEY AVE 
RESEDA CA 91335

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.188 (ac)

 Use Code 2600 - Commercial - Auto, Recreation Equipment, Construction
Equipment Sales and Service - Auto Body Repair Shop - One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $300,367

 Assessed Improvement Val. $8,712

 Last Owner Change 02/02/2018

 Last Sale Amount $0

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 177405

  1437

  1146876

  0113503

  0113502

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1930

      Building Class D5B

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 2,165.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site None

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 1.75836072

      Nearest Fault (Name) Santa Monica Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) -75.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.60000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) No

 Ellis Act Property No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station West Los Angeles

                Reporting District 891

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 9

                District / Fire Station 59

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2018-7547-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): ADOPT COMMUNITY PLAN POLICY DOCUMENT, GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENTS, AND ZONE CHANGES TO APPLY RE-CODE
LA ZONING.

Case Number: CPC-2014-1457-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT

Case Number: CPC-2013-621-ZC-GPA-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

 GPA-GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE AND PLAN AMENDMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EXPOSITION CORRIDOR TRANSIT
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN.

Case Number: CPC-2005-8252-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: CPC-2002-3161-CDO-ZC

Required Action(s): CDO-COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT

 ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMMUNITY DESIGN OVERLAY DISTRICT AND ZONE CHANGE WITH Q CONDITIONS TO REGULATE
CERTAIN USES IN THE WEST PICO BLVD. AREA.

Case Number: CPC-1988-745-ZC

Required Action(s): ZC-ZONE CHANGE

Project Descriptions(s): HEIGHT DISTRICT CHANGE FROM M1-1 TO M1-2 TO ALLOW THE CONSTRUCTION OF A 4-STORY 163,000 SQUARE-FOOT
SELF STORAGE FACILITY WITH ENCLOSED PARKING FOR 55 AUTOMOBILES AND LOADING/UNLOADING AREA ON 1.31 NET
ACRES.

Case Number: ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

Required Action(s): SE-STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS

 CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

 EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Case Number: ENV-2013-622-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): ZONE CHANGE AND PLAN AMENDMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE EXPOSITION CORRIDOR TRANSIT
NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN.

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: ND-83-283-HD

Required Action(s): HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

Project Descriptions(s): Data Not Available

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-186108

ORD-175774

ORD-175773

ORD-171492

ORD-171227

ORD-163205

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 11/21/2019
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 12248 W PICO BLVD Tract: TR 7861 Zoning: [Q]C2-1VL-CDO

APN: 4259040006 Block: None General Plan: General Commercial

PIN #: 120B149    98 Lot: 60  

 Arb: None  
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