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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 SCHOOL OF EYE EDUCATION 
  

REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: D and K Con LLC 
 c/o Yeong Sik Kim 
 6423 Ivarene Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90068 
 
 East-West Outreach, Inc. 
 1554 South St. Andrews Place 
 Los Angeles, CA  90019 
 
APPLICANT: Anna Maria Brooks 
 1109 4th Avenue 
 Los Angeles, CA  90019 
 

   

RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: June 18, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day expiration 
date of June 20, 2020 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: 
Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration 
of Emergency Orders 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-3290-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-3291-CE   
 
Location: 1554-1560 South St. Andrews Place;  

    2351-2371 West Venice Boulevard 
Council District: 10 – Wesson 
Community Plan Area: South Los Angeles 
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: United Neighborhoods of 

the Historic Arlington Heights, West 
Adams, and Jefferson Park 
Communities 

Legal Description: The W.G. Nevin Tract, Block 3, 
Lot 9 
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VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 

 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
       
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner    Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources     Office of Historic Resources 

 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]     [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
       
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect    Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources     Office of Historic Resources 

   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The School of Eye Education is a five-unit multi-family courtyard apartment building located at the 
northeast corner of South St. Andrews Place and Venice Boulevard in South Los Angeles. 
Designed in the Streamline Moderne architectural style by architect Earl D. Stonerod (1889-1971), 
the property was built in 1936 for educator and health practitioner Margaret Darst Corbett (1889-
1962). Corbett lived and worked at the property until her death in 1962. 
 
U-shaped in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with stucco cladding and 
has a flat roof with a red-tile capped parapet. It consists of two one-story wings with a two-story 
volume arranged around a central courtyard. The primary, west-facing elevation fronts South St. 
Andrews Place and features bay windows with multi-lite casement windows on each of the one-
story volumes, three bay windows with multi-lite casement windows on the upper floor of the two-
story volume, and an incised belt course that wraps the building. Each unit has a private entrance 
accessed from the courtyard that is topped by a half-circle awning. Fenestration consists of single-
lite and multi-lite casement windows, multi-lite bay windows, multi-lite casement ribbon windows, 
and single-lite double-hung windows. There is an ancillary one-story, wood-frame building at the 
southeast corner of the parcel. 
 
Margaret Darst Corbett was born January 17, 1889 in Boston, Massachusetts. She received her 
Bachelor of Science from the University of California, Berkeley in 1911, and relocated to Los 
Angeles with her husband, Daniel, in 1924. After years of seeking medical treatment for Daniel 
Corbett’s worsening blindness, the couple visited ophthalmologist Dr. William Horatio Bates in 
New York City and found success with his alternative treatments of eye conditions. After her 
husband passed away in 1930, Corbett dedicated her life to advocating for the Bates Method of 
vision therapy. She commissioned the subject property as a live/work site, with a commercial 
studio called the School of Eye Education. Corbett had several notable clients, including author 
Aldous Huxley and actresses Irene Rich and Billie Burke.  
 
Earl D. Stonerod was born March 6, 1889 in Altoona, Pennsylvania and received his architectural 
education from Carnegie Technical Schools (now Carnegie Mellon University) in Pittsburgh. He 
designed several residences in Pennsylvania before relocating to Los Angeles in the 1910s, 
where he worked as a draftsman in the office of Myron Hunt. Stonerod later worked in the office 
of Walker & Eisen before starting his own practice. He constructed several residences in Los 
Angeles before moving to Oregon to retire. Stonerod died in 1971 in Roseburg, Oregon at age 
82. 
 
The subject property has experienced some alterations that include the construction of an 
ancillary building, the conversion of a storeroom to a living room, and the addition of some 
windows in 1945; the demolition of the garage in 1965; restuccoing and balcony repair in 2005; 
an interior remodel in 2014; and the expansion of one of the bay windows on the upper floor of 
the two-story volume and window replacements at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent 
example of a Streamline Moderne courtyard apartment building exhibiting high quality of design 
through distinctive features, and an excellent example of a 1930s courtyard apartment building, 
with a U-shaped plan and intact landscaping and hardscaping. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On May 21, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of June 20, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
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3. STYLE & MATERIALS

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

Proposed Monument Name:

Other Associated Names:

Street Address: 

Range of Addresses on Property:

Assessor Parcel Number:

/ĚĞŶƟĮĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚ͛Ě͗

Zip: Council District:

Community Name:

Tract: Block: Lot:

Proposed Monument
Property Type: Building Structure Object Site/Open Space Natural

Feature

1. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION

�ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ůŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ŚĞƌĞ͗�

Year built: Factual EƐƟŵĂƚĞĚ Threatened?

Architect/Designer: Contractor:  

Original Use: Present Use:

Is the Proposed Monument on its Original Site? Yes UnŬŶŽǁŶ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ

2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS

EŽ�;ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϳͿ



CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

4. ALTERATION HISTORY

>ŝƐƚ�ĚĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǁƌŝƚĞ�Ă�ďƌŝĞĨ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�Žƌ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ďĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ŽŶ�Ă�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚ͘�
/ŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĐŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ƉĂĐŬĞƚ͘�DĂŬĞ�ƐƵƌĞ�ƚŽ�ůŝƐƚ�ĂŶǇ�ŵĂũŽƌ�ĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞƌĞ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐ͕�ĂƐ�ǁĞůů͘

5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�



8. CONTACT INFORMATION

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

Applicant

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�WƌĞƉĂƌĞƌͬ�ƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ͛Ɛ�ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT
NOMINATION FORM

9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ874-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Anna Marie Brooks January 4, 2020



Alteration History: 1554 -1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. and 2351,2361 & 2371 Venice Blvd. 

1931LA14471  Erection of one-family apartment and garage, 4 rooms: 20’0” x 27’10” x 13’0” 
   Owner: Thomas Hogan 
   Architect: Thomas Power 
   Contractor: None 
 
1936LA11942    Erection of 4 family apartment building: 68’4” x 57’10” x 23’ 
   Owner: Mrs. Margaret D. Corbett 
   Architect: Earl D. Stonerod 
   Contractor: Metropolitan Builders 
 
1936LA11943  Erection of 5-car private garage: 43’ x 18’ x 11’ 
   All other information as above. 
 
1936LA11944  Alteration of 20’ x 30’ x 12’ stucco-over-wood frame building    
   [Erected under Permit 1931LA14471] 
   Owner: Margaret D. Corbett 
   Contractor: Metropolitan Builders 
   Alteration:  Moving one partition and installing plumbing fixtures. 
 
1936LA15128  Change roof construction from truss to beam and girder on post system. 
   Owner: Margaret D. Corbett 

  Contractor: Metropolitan Builders 
 
1936LA21186  Interior Tile work 
   Contractor:  L.A. Rose Tile Co. 
 
1945LA11062  26 x 20’ x 14’ building [at SE corner of parcel] 
   Convert existing storeroom into a living room by installing new concrete floor  
   level with existing one.  Build in three windows in front and cut opening   
   between room and install heater. 
   Contractor: Metropolitan Builders 
 
1965LA03924  Demo garage [40’ x 20’ stucco over wood] 
   Owner/Contractor: Earl Anthony Morgan, M.D. 
 
05016-70000-04673 Replace (E) stucco and repair (E) dry rotted/termite wood in balcony, same size 
03/31/2005  and spacing, less than 10% damage. 
   Owner: East-West Outreach, Inc. 
   Applicant: Hiroshi Luke Yoneyama 
 
11016-10000-04196 Replace drywall inside and remodel kitchen to existing single-family dwelling 
3/11/11  [Permit 1931LA14471].  
EXPIRED  Owner: East West Outreach, Inc. 
   Applicant: Dennis Hokama 
 
 
 
 



Alteration History: 1554 -1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. and 2351,2361 & 2371 Venice Blvd. 

 
11016-10000-04200 Non-structural remodel, replace windows, renovate two kitchens, re-drywall 
03/11/2011  existing non-load bearing walls (No change in use of existing building). 
EXPIRED  Owner: East-West Outreach, Inc. 
   Applicant: Dennis Hokama 
 
13016-10000-18709       Interior remodel to 5-unit apartment. Remove and construct non-bearing 
04/08/2014  partition walls. No exterior work. No change to plot plan. 
   Owner: D and K Con LLC 
   Applicant: Jai Yang 
 
18019-10000-02968 ***DPI & POSTING ONLY***TO DEMO (E) HOUSE 
06/15/2018  1 or 2 family building dwelling.    
Permit issued: No 
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A.  Proposed Monument Description 

 An, “Excellent example of a Streamline Moderne courtyard apartment building exhibiting [a] high quality 

of design through distinctive features. Work of architect Earl D. Stonerod.” It is also an, “Excellent example of a 

1930s courtyard apartment building, with a U-shaped plan and intact landscaping and hardscaping. Exemplary of 

the property type from this era.” Also, in SurveyLA it is eligible for National Register, State Register and Historic-

Cultural Monument status. The quadplex known as the School of Eye Education/the “Studio” is located at the 

northeast corner of St. Andrews Place and Venice Blvd., addressed as 1554 -1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. and 2351 – 

2371 W. Venice Blvd., 90019. 

 

The Proposed Monument 

 Designed in the Streamline Moderne style by architect Earl D. Stoddard in 1936 the complex has several 

distinctive features. The U-shaped courtyard quadplex has a deep set-back on St. Andrews Place at the corner of 

Venice Blvd. The landscaped west/front yard segues into the deep landscaped/hardscaped courtyard. ”The 

Studio,” as Mrs. Corbett referred to her use of the building, has a large garden area continuing around the corner 

along Venice Blvd. where two mature Italian Cypresses focus the eye to the south elevation of the “the Studio” 

ending at the east elevation of the complex where two more mature Italian Cypresses guarantee privacy at the 

east. One can imagine a more sumptuous landscape at the east, before the permitted demolition of the 5-car 

garage in 1965 which preceded the increased cement-paving of the eastern portion of the parcel as a parking area. 

The garden areas were once richly landscaped and hardscaped and much of it yet remains, though in somewhat 

degraded condition. From a plot plan executed by a draftsman in the early 2000s it appears there are two irregular 

curvilinear areas, one at either side within the courtyard along each wing. Since they cannot be observed from the 

street a final determination must await the City inspection. A later-added mural in green is at the north wall of the 

south wing, within the courtyard.  

 The Streamline Moderne apartment building is a U-shape composed of two one-story rectangle wings at 

the north and the south of the central courtyard, topped by parapet walls which define the second-story balconies. 

This historian discovered evidence that Corbett reserved the upper units, 1558 and 1560 for her professional use.  

Since the “Studio” was described as, “jam-packed from morning until night” one could assume that the whole 

building was utilized by the School of Eye Education. One can envision Corbett and her devotees doing the “stare 

into the sun” exercise while comfortably established on either rooftop balcony.  The wings are connected at the 

rear by a two-story rectangle. The single-story wings are each fronted at the west by a semi-circular jut-out with a 

six 4-lite casement window-ribbon around the curve. The 2-story base bears a semi-circular jut-out at center and 
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one at the rear of each wing with a door to the parapet-walled balcony which runs the full-length of each wing. 

The jut-out at the second-story north wing has been moved forward. It is assumed that this work was an ignored 

portion of the 2011 permit to do a, “Non-structural remodel, replace windows, renovate two kitchens, re-drywall 

existing non-load bearing wall. No change in use of existing building.” However, this was a structural remodel 

ignored by the planner who approved it. This is reinforced by the 1951/final Sanborn Map for the area which 

illustrates the north jut-out in its original position. In the garden area between the two parallel wings is a note that 

a “private school” is at 1558 St. Andrews on the Sanborn Fire Map Vol. 8, Sheet 860 which was released in 1951.  

 The entry to each ground floor unit is from the center of the courtyard, through a single door in each wing 

which is crowned by an incised banded flat half-circle roof. A flat rectangular banded roof fronts the west base of 

the U-shape which is entered through double doors with 4-lites and matching side-lites, although it is difficult to 

determine if other western fenestration exists due to landscaping. The banded porch roof is supported by plain 

columns. An open lobby extends from the west façade to the east elevation with-mirror image entry at the east. A 

breeze wall of open-work patterned concrete blocks was added around the east entry forming a patio-area, most 

likely during the 1960s for which no permit exists. The remainder of the west façade is obscured by landscape, 

some of which may be original. There is a west and south open-work plain wrought-iron fence and a curvilinear 

pattern to the west landscape which is still discernable.  

 A horizontal incised band runs from the perpendicular cascades at the south, around the building at the 

top of each semi-circular jut-out and to the rear, south, at the bottom of the balcony. The north side lacks the 

banding as it was close to the Craftsman at its north which was recently demolished to make way for a TOC 

development in which the developer wanted to include the Subject building in the then planned 3-parcel 

development. The north and south façades originally contained various arrangements of casements, some of 

which have been replaced by others in the original openings.  

 A three-pair ribbon of 4-lite casement windows is at the west of the south wing elevation. A cascade of 

three perpendicular bands with a small one-over-one vertical window is at the visual focus at the end of the south 

wing. The two-story base of the U-shape at the east has a full-width balcony at the second level where the incised 

horizontal band continues at the bottom of the south balcony. A pair of casement windows is at the balcony west. 

At the east of the south elevation is other possibly changed fenestration. Two mature Italian Cypresses are in the 

south yard.  

 Two semi-circular jut-outs, two-stories each with fenestration patterning as at the west facade are toward 

the north and south ends of the east elevation, the north one obscured by landscape. Two Italian Cypress trees 

once graced the east lawn which has been converted to a cement-paved parking lot though the trees remain. A 

horizontal oval post-sign for the East-West Outreach Center, which no longer owns the parcel, is at the west of the 
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driveway entry. It is imagined that the east lawn was handsomely landscaped when the driveway to the 5-car 

garage at the north crossed it and that landscape was also to the north and west of the Vernacular single family 

dwelling imposed on the parcel by former owner Thomas R. Hogan in 1931. It has a zero-foot set-back from Venice 

Blvd. and also transformed the lot into a non-conforming one which Corbett had to sign an agreement with the 

Planning Department to convert to a conforming usage under the yard Ord.  

 The erection of a metal and wood shelter of some sort at the west building line makes the north elevation 

of the quadplex difficult to view.  The two Craftsman residences at the north were recently demolished but the 

construction fencing now surrounding the parcels on which they sat makes a complete view of the north elevation 

of the subject property impossible to obtain. 

 There is no access to interior spaces of the four-plex nor to the second level balconies or to the entire 

fenced parcel containing the Streamline Moderne quadplex at 1554 – 1560 St. Andrews Pl, nor to the single-family 

residence which fronts Venice Blvd. 

 

The Streamline Moderne Style 

 Smooth wall surfaces, most commonly of white stucco, a flat roofline with low coping at the outer edge, 

horizontal lines/grooves in walls and horizontal balustrades are included in the Streamline Moderne style. The 

Subject building is symmetrical with the exception of the north second-story half-round which was moved forward 

at an officially undetermined date, while according to the original Sanborn Fire Map it was in keeping with the 

style in the symmetrical aspect.  While typically one or more corners of the building may be curved, it is the 

Subject building’s half-circles with a ribbon of 6 four-lite casement windows which form a curve around the half-

circles in which they were designed. There are no fairly typical glass block windows but there are long runs of 4-lite 

flat ribbons of casements.  Small round windows and clerestory windows were popular decorative motifs but are 

nowhere to be found in the Subject apartments. The use of Streamline Moderne is more common in multi-family 

housing than in domestic architecture but examples of Streamline Moderne quadplexes are vanishing in Los 

Angeles in favor of large multi-family developments which make more thorough use of the larger parcels on which 

these were located to accommodate the typical stylistic landscape/hardscape. 

 “Modern developments in transportation” -- steamships, trains with diesel locomotives, airplanes, 

dirigibles, and automobiles which first took on the sleek, air-stream lines that inspired the concept of speedy air-

resistant transportation inspired Streamline Modern architecture.  “The idea was to symbolize SPEED in 

architecture, which heretofore had comfortably expressed rest.” (Survey Guide, City of Los Angeles. 1981). 

Architects translated the style into commercial and apartment buildings and to a lesser extent private residential 
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architecture. The white exterior of Streamline Moderne reflects the slowly advancing hours of the day and 

combines with the interior/exterior flow which was completely appropriate to Los Angeles during the Great 

Depression where the ideal was to live in the sunny moment, forgetting the sadness of the outside world. Curves, 

landscaped parcels, balconies, courtyards, a proliferation of horizontal windows perfectly blended Streamline 

Moderne with the Los Angeles fantasy. Margaret Corbett, the wife of her recently deceased interior 

designer/husband must have made a conscious choice of Streamline Moderne when she commissioned Earl D. 

Stonerod to design the buildings: a  gracious quadplex and a 5-car garage (no longer extant) which stands out on 

its corner of St. Andrews and Venice, a new and speedy style building reinforced by the constant activity of Venice 

Blvd. with the Vineyard line of the Pacific Red Line Cars frequently passing by. This in contrast to the relaxation 

taught to those who swarmed the location to improve their sight through private consultations or classes at the 

School of Eye Education which lent a sense of life to this corner amidst the traditionalism of the residential 

neighborhoods round-about, while it was located two short bloc-ends from commercial Western Ave. at its east.  

 In a February 11, 1990, article in the Los Angeles Times, Leon Whiteson, an architectural specialist wrote, 

   In its heyday, Streamline Moderne was known simply as ‘the smart style.’ 

 [The style was] much favored by Hollywood and mirrored in imaginative movie sets  

 designed by art directors such as William Cameron Menzies…for whom the term  

 “production designer” was coined. (IMDb). 

 

 Writers such as Elizabeth McMillian [Deco & Streamline Architecture in L.A.] wax long about immerges 

and their distaste for Los Angeles culture, seemingly ignoring American architects who quietly contributed their 

well-thought-out designs to the Streamline Moderne movement in this City. Milton J. Black designed many 

Streamline Moderne apartments and Earl De Forest Stonerod designed this, “Excellent example of a Streamline 

Moderne courtyard apartment building exhibiting [a] high quality of design through distinctive features.” 

(SurveyLA). 

 Corbett and her Streamline Moderne building/the “Studio” welcomed endless numbers of students and 

private clients who became adherents to the Bates Method as taught by Corbett and company at the northeast 

corner of S. St. Andrews Pl. and Venice Blvd., which until 1932 bore the lackluster name of West 16th Street. 

Visitors could arrive on foot, via the Vineyard line of the Pacific Electric Red Cars, by taxi or by private car. When 

the Streamline Moderne was erected it was the final structure added to the original 1500 S. St. Andrews block of 

predominantly large, stately Craftsman residences, some of which were duplexes, designed to blend into the 

single-family block 
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 Since the completion of the 1500 block of St. Andrews Pl. in 1936 many of the original Craftsman 

residences have been demolished and replaced by large apartment buildings, in some cases covering two lots. 

Another apartment building is about to be shoehorned in place. The newest apartments, in a TOC zone were 

originally planned to cover three lots -- the two at the north, 1540 and 1546 S. St. Andrews Pl. plus the Subject 

parcel. The Subject parcel was found by SurveyLA to contain an, “Excellent example of a 1930s courtyard 

apartment building, with a U-shaped plan and intact landscaping and hardscaping. Exemplary of the property type 

from this era. Work of architect Earl D. Stonerod.” The survey also found it eligible for the National Register, 

California Register and for a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. The Corbett School of Eye 

Education/”the Studio” was disallowed from development.  

 There is one area building related only by the fact that is an HCM, though of an earlier era. That is 1547 S. 

Manhattan Place which is HCM 627, known as the John F. Powers Residence. It was designed by the Althouse 

Brothers, erected in 1910 and is located on the street to the east, one parcel to the north of the Corbett School of 

Eye Education/the “Studio.”   

 The School of Eye Education/”the Studio,” designed and erected by Earl D. Stonerod and his contracting 

firm the Metropolitan Builders in 1936 for Margaret Darst Corbett was erected as an  “Excellent example of a 

1930s courtyard apartment building, with a U-shaped plan and intact landscaping and hardscaping. Exemplary of 

the property type from this era,” it became the exemplar of the Streamline Moderne live/work situation,  which, 

according to a quote by Irving Wallace in the April 1943 Coronet magazine, the complex was, “jam-packed from 

morning until night,” with those being aided by Corbett and the staff she trained to perpetuate the Bates Method 

of vision improvement.  

 

Initial Building at Southeast of Parcel 

 The initial Building permit No. 1931LA14471 was issued July 21, 1931, for the erection of a garage and 4 

room 1 family apartment, 20’ 0” x 27’ 10” by owner Thomas R. Hogan. That building is the current structure at the 

southeast corner of the parcel, fronting on Venice Blvd., not in compliance with the building rules of the W. G. 

Niven Tract.  

 Margaret Corbett purchased the property in 1936 and when she applied for a permit for the 4-unit 

apartment building and 5-car garage she was required to sign the following statement by the Department of City 

Planning. “Certificate 5605: This building permissible on non-conforming lot if it conforms to Yard Ord. 

requirements.” Mrs. Corbett then applied for Building Permit No. 1936LA11944 in the 20’ x 30’ building at the 

southeast for, ‘Moving one partition and installing plumbing fixtures.” 
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 In 1949 Mrs. Corbett applied for an additional building permit. Permit No. 1949LA11065 to, “Convert 

existing store room into a living room by installing new concrete floor level with existing one. Build in three 

windows in front and cut in opening between room and and install heater C.” Note on attached drawing appears 

to state: “Proposed living room: Min. of 2 [unreadable] ft. window 50% open. Ceiling 8 ft. high.” Drawing stamped: 

“ZONE AND YARDS O. K. 

 In 2011, Permit No. 11016-10000-04196 was issued to East West Outreach, calling forth original permit 

1931LA14471 which was currently declared to, “Replace drywall inside and remodel kitchen to existing single-

family dwelling [Permit No.: 1931LA14471. The permit expired in 2013. Therefore, it is unclear what work was 

completed at the interior of the southeast single-family residence. 

 

Alterations to the Streamline Moderne School of Eye Education/the “Studio” 

 Alterations were visited on the Streamline Moderne during the early phases of construction. The first was 

authorized by Permit No. 1936LA15128 which was to, “change roof construction from truss to beam and girder on 

post system. Permit No. 1936LA21186 was for interior tile work by the L. A. Rose Tile Co.  

 No permitted alterations were made until 1965 when the owner who followed Mrs. Corbett, Earl Anthony 

Morgan, M. D. received Permit No. 1965LA03924 to demolish the original 40’ x 20’ garage.  

 Of the several permits filed for essentially the same project over several years, only Permit No. 13016-

10000-18709, issued in 2013 was finaled in 2014. The permit was for an, “Interior remodel to (E) 5-unit apartment. 

Remove and construct non-bearing partition walls. No exterior work. No change to plot plan,” by Acon 

Development Inc., which is also the property owner. It appears that this remodel moved the north second-story 

jut-out westward., in defiance of the permit. 
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B. Statement of Significance 

The proposed monument meets all three criteria for a Historic-Cultural Monument: the 

Streamline Moderne architecture of which it is a unique example and the master architect, Earl De 

Forest Stonerod as cited in SurveyLA, which initially saved the School of Eye Education/Corbett’s 

“Studio” from demolition. In addition to that criterion are its identity with local, state and national 

events and its role in significant contributions to cultural, economic and social history through several 

historic personages and events which are important to national, state, city and local history. 

 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, 
city or community. 

 
 

Margaret Darst, was the daughter of a Boston minister of the Disciples of Christ Church and the 

daughter of his wife who taught kindergarten teachers. Darst received her preparatory education at Dr. 

John Dewey’s School at the University of Chicago. From the book The Dewey School: 

The Laboratory School of the University of Chicago, 1896-1903, by Katherine Camp Mayhew and 

Anna Camp Edwards, Dewey believed that: 

 
…freedom to express in action is a necessary condition of growth, but that guidance of 
such expression is an equally necessary condition, especially of childhood's freedom. 
Learning, a main issue to the teacher, was seen as a side issue to the child, a by-product 
of his activity. The test of learning was the increasing ability of the child to meet new 
situations through habits of considered action which were even more social in character. 

 
Darst graduated from the High School at the University of Berkeley. She then attended Berkley 

while also teaching kindergarten. In 1911 she earned a B. S. from UC Berkeley and trained teachers at 

the Idaho State Normal School from 1911 – 1913. Darst married Daniel Lithgow Corbett, an interior 

designer from San Francisco in 1913. Margaret served as a yeoman first class in the U.S. Naval Reserve, 

which was called to active duty in World War I, thus conferring on Margaret Darst the honor of being 

one of the first Navy active duty female yeoman. The Corbetts returned to Boston where she served as 

a clerk in the Navy Yard while her husband was employed as an interior designer. The couple relocated 

to Los Angeles in the early 1920s. 

The couple spent nearly a decade attempting to discover a cure for Daniel Corbett’s 

encroaching blindness. Mrs. Corbett consulted with Dr. William H. Bates, who was based on Riverside 
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Dr., Manhattan/New York City. Dr. Bares was an initially orthodox ophthalmologist [eye 

doctor/surgeon] who became known as an unorthodox one for the non-medical, non-bespectacled 

focused relaxation technique known as the Bates Method. Using this Method, Corbett regained his 

sight, becoming a relaxed person with good vision once more. Mr. Corbett died in 1930, from 

unrelated causes. 

Margaret Darst Corbett became a disciple of Dr. Bates’ philosophy of treating challenges to 

vision through exercises, both physical and psychological, without the use of medicines or eyeglasses 

She became certified in the Method preceding Dr. Bates death in 1931. Gratis, Mrs. Corbett began 

teaching students from her 5-room apartment at 1517 ½ Fifth Avenue, Los Angeles, the Bates’ Method 

to improve their vision. It is known with a certainty that in 1936 Corbett opened the School of Eye 

Education in Los Angeles at 1560 St. Andrews Place where she had commissioned a Streamline 

Moderne quadplex with a 5-car detached garage designed by architect Earl D. Stonerod. “The Studio” 

as she referred to the quadplex was erected on the northeast corner of S. St. Andrews Pl. and Venice 

Blvd. during the Great Depression. Already on the parcel was a 540 sq. ft. single- family dwelling which 

had been erected by a former owner in 1931 at the southeast corner of that parcel, with zero-foot 

setback from Venice Blvd which was addressed as 2361 Venice Blvd. 

 
Organized Medicine vs. Margaret Darst Corbett 

Corbett began charging for her teaching as the size of her practice and the School of Eye 

Education increased in numbers of students. Ophthalmologists and optometrists viewed Corbett and her 

assistant, Mrs. Phyllis E. Smith as pure charlatans for operating outside the guidelines of the Medical 

Practice Act of California, but more so for their success in improving the vision of persons without the 

use of medicines or eyeglasses. The two women were arrested Nov. 29, 1940, at “the Studio” and a trial 

was scheduled in Los Angeles Superior Court for the following January. The ophthalmologists and 

optometrists viewed the trial as another in the long chain of removing quacks from medical practice in 

Los Angeles. 

In response to dragging the women through the court system, complete with a jury trial cited as 

“Organized Medicine vs. Margaret Darst Corbett,” legions of those who had been aided by Corbett 

through the Bates Method which she taught and saw clients privately from the School of Eye Education 

at the corner of S. St. Andrews Pl. and Venice Blvd., appeared at the court house, with between 300 and 

500 persons wishing to testify on her behalf [numbers vary depending on the resource consulted]. 
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In 1943, George A. Posner wrote about Corbett's trial, "Are Eye Glasses a Racket…?" In SRI 

magazine (August 1943): 

They thronged into the courtroom, told of the healing of practically every eye disorder 
known to ophthalmologic practice…without the use of medicine or the wearing of  
glasses! They ranged in age from four to 84; they sat for days in the anteroom of 
the court waiting for a chance to ‘have their say’… 

 
Although the doctors had used every endeavor, even to the sending of two 

female spies to take Mrs. Corbett's purported "treatments" for the sake of gathering 
evidence, they weren't able to prove a single instance where "medical practice" could 
be proven. Nor could anyone be found who considered himself injured or defrauded. 
… the female spies were found in the side-room during the trial, practicing 
some of Mrs. Corbett's eye techniques! 

 
 

Those wishing to testify for Corbett needed to wait in line behind celebrities who had been 

assisted by Corbett. Her leading advocate was Aldous Huxley, the well-known British author of Brave 

New World who had taken residence in Los Angeles, with the coming of World War II, drastically altering 

his lifestyle. Huxley had been nearly blind since his teen years and was introduced to Corbett when his 

vision began to further deteriorate. After two months, of working with Corbett he was astounded by the 

results he obtained by working with Corbett. Her treatments “had done miracles.” Huxley related how 

Corbett’s system of, “eye relaxation and muscular development restored vision to his right eye, formerly 

covered with scar tissue.” He continued, “a comparatively short period of training strengthened my 

other eye, with which I was unable to read [formerly] without the aid of powerful glasses.” Huxley’s 

testimony held every ear in the court room and was featured on the front page of the Los Angeles 

Times. (“Huxley Tells of Eye Miracle.” Los Angeles Times, Jan 25, 1941, p. A1) 

Actress Irene Rich, a leading lady of silent and talking pictures as well as her own nationwide 

radio program, was helped by the Bates Method as administered by Corbett. Rich testified on Corbett’s 

behalf at the trial. “Miss Rich described portions of the system, asserting that watching jumping beans, 

juggling ping-pong balls and waving pencils enabled her to look directly into the sun and studio lights 

without blinking.” Rich continued, “I once had three pair of glasses. After taking Mrs. 

Corbett’s treatments, I threw them away. I could never find them anyway.” (“Notables Testify for 

Woman on Trial for ‘Eye Exercises’: Visual…” Los Angeles Times. Jan 28, 1941, p. A 8.) 

Actress Billie Burke, who first became a leading lady on Broadway, then a silent and talking 

screen star, who married  impresario Florenz Ziegfeld, Jr. of the famed Ziegfeld Follies.,  affirmed 

how Corbett had helped her improve her eyesight, although she was not summoned to the stand. 



B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 4 
 

Burke and Miss Rich, “killed time during court recesses practicing relaxation exercises.” (Los Angeles 

Times, Jan 28, 1941, p. A 8). 

Anita Loos, one of Hollywood's foremost early screenwriters, who also wrote the popular book 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” spoke in public on Corbett’s behalf, but was not called to testify in court. 

This historian can’t resist including her observation regarding coffee from her 1977 book, "Cast of 

Thousands." 

I can never take for granted the euphoria produced by a cup of coffee. I'm grateful 
every day that it isn't banned as a drug, that I don't have to buy it from a pusher, that its 
cost is minimal and there's no need to increase the intake. I can count on its stimulation 
365 mornings every year. And thanks to the magic in a cup of coffee, I'm able to plunge 
into a whole day's cheerful thinking. 

 
In 1943, noted author Irving Wallace authored the “Artist of Seeing” for the April issue of 

Coronet magazine in which he adds to the celebrity list of those who wished to testify on Margaret 

Corbett’s behalf and who attended the trial: Francis [sic, should read Frances] Marion, also a well-known 

female screen writer; Brian Aherne, a British actor who worked between England and the US; and Lady 

Mendl, also known as Elsie de Wolfe, an actress and interior designer who authored the book The House 

in Good Taste. 

 Corbett insisted over and over that, she was not a doctor or healer but a teacher; that 

she gave instructions in eye re-education, not medical treatment; that her clients were pupils, 

not patients. (Wallace, 1943).  

Both Corbett and her assistant Mrs. Smith were acquitted of all charges for practicing medicine 

without a license thanks to the testimony of everyday students plus the luminaries. At the conclusion of 

the trial Margaret Corbett could be seen at the courthouse signing up new students for her School of 

Eye Education and her private practice, some of whom were jurors at the trial. A ballsy celebratory 

move, indeed. 

 
 

Attempt to Outlaw the Bates Method in California 

 
Ophthalmologists and optometrists having been soundly defeated in Los Angeles Superior Court  

then attempted to pass a law forbidding the teaching of the Bates Method in the State of California. 

Mrs. Corbett went forward at full speed inviting senators and their wives to sessions in which she taught 

them the Bates Method. She arranged transportation for adherents of the Method to hearings on the 

topic. The attempted passage of the measure was defeated in the California Senate after having passed 
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in the House with the law failing to gain the necessary political support. Margaret Darst Corbett retained 

her clients. Further, she opened branch schools utilizing over 250 teachers whom she had personally 

trained and continued to foster, adding to the ranks in California, New York, Illinois, Virginia, Montana, 

Ohio, Georgia, Washington, Oregon, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Florida, Arkansas and Kansas plus 

British Columbia in Canada. When her book was published in London in 1954 she added the British Isles 

to her school locations, thus affirming that the School of Eye Education and her “Studio” were the hub 

from which all this activity emanated. 

 
A[n un-named] magazine briefly mentioned the [State] proceedings, and within a few months 
Mrs. Corbett had received 3,000 letters begging for eye-aid —from all of the 48 states, from 
China, South America, India, Spain, Great Britain. (Wallace, 1943). 

 
Mrs. Corbett began in a 5-room apartment at 1712 ½ Fifth Avenue in Los Angeles from which 

she taught 12 pupils free of charge in 1931. By 1943 she operated from a 50-thousand-dollar cubist 

[Streamline Moderne] building which she had commissioned architect Earl D. Stonerod to design and 

his construction firm, Metropolitan Builders to erect in 1936. She referred to the unique building as 

“the Studio,” although it was officially known as the School of Eye Education, and it reportedly was 

jam-packed from morning until night. 

Corbett taught the Bates Method to other teachers, always warning them to not advertise or 

promote the classes or any event related to the Bates Method in fear of also being prosecuted. 

However, for the calendar exercise of the Bates Method, she did have calendars printed with her 

contact information prior to the trial. 

 

Turning Men with Weak Vision into War Time Pilots and Performing Post-War Government Retraining 

Margaret Corbett had success improving the vision of those who desired to serve in the military 

as pilots during the period of wars, but who couldn’t qualify because of their weak vision. A man’s case 

is cited in Help Yourself to Better Eyesight (1949). 

 
One such story concerns a young man who had been rejected several times by the 
Air Force because of deficient eyesight. He normalized his eyes through the Bates 
exercises, passed all tests and joined the Flying Tigers in Burma where he became a 
flight leader. He returned with ten Japanese planes [shot down] to his credit. After 
that, his score continued to mount, as did his rank and he eventually became a 
lieutenant colonel. 
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Many others utilized Corbett’s teachings to follow in his footsteps with varying degrees of 

success as war-time pilots. Following the hostilities, Corbett was endorsed by the government in 

the veteran’s rehabilitation program. She also trained future pilots to improved vision for service in 

the Korean War. Thus, the School of Eye Education made great contributions to the US war efforts 

plus US government sponsored re-training programs following those major conflicts. 

 

Corbett’s Employees 

In 1943 Mrs. Corbett had 50 employees all of whom were trained by her. By 1946 she had 

trained 250-plus teachers of the Method with her additions and updates for new inventions and 

lifestyles. The staff included a secretary whose sole task was to answer the avalanche of mail. If the 

correspondents live in the area, Mrs. Corbett invited them to visit. If not, she directed them to visit a 

competent colleaguewhom she had trained, wherever they may be situated, because in every large 

city were Corbett’s teachers who passed on the valuable Bates Method. If the correspondent lived 

too remotely, she suggested they purchase one of her books and follow the Method as it was set 

forth there to re-educate their eyes. (Wallace, 1943). 

 

Corbett’s Work with Aldous Huxley 

On June 27, 1943, The New York Times carried a piece titled, “Aldous Huxley’s Seven Years in 

America: A Writer Finds Another Home,” by Thomas Barensfeld, on page BR2 from which the following 

paragraph was extracted: 

During the fall and winter of 1938 Huxley’s eyesight began to decline. Ever since his Oxford 
days he had suffered from eye trouble, but during recent years the condition had grown 
much worse. Then, in the winter of 1938-39, he was put in touch with Mrs. Margaret Darst 
Corbett of Los Angeles, who introduced him [to] the Bates technique of eye relaxation and 
exercise. After several months of steady training, his eyesight began to improve; and now, 
after four years of practice, Huxley’s eyes are returning to a natural state of good vision. 
Huxley paid his tribute to Mrs. Corbett in an excellent book [which Huxley authored] on the 
Bates method, which was published last fall under the title The Art of Seeing. 

 
From the Preface of Huxley’s non-fiction work, “The Art of Seeing,” first published in 1943, and 

remembering that Huxley was from a family of scientists and planned to follow them on his life path, the 

following is shared: “It is, first of all, to repay a debt of gratitude that I have written this little book—

gratitude to the pioneer of visual education, the late Dr. W. H. Bates, and to his disciple, Mrs. Margaret 

D. Corbett, to whose skill as a teacher I owe the improvement in my own vision.” 
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Corbett sums up the importance of relaxation beyond vision: 
 

Tenison can wreck a human being. Relaxation is the restorative. Once good 
habits of relaxed living become subconscious, life flows more smoothly, friends are 
made more easily, antagonists are neither so many nor so annoying, and success 
becomes a possibility. (Corbett. Help Yourself to Better Sight. p. 213). 

 

Margaret Darst Corbett is representative of females who discover their passion and pursue it, 

overcoming whatever obstacles may present themselves. As such, Corbett’s many decades of work in 

the field of relaxation and vision re-education reflect her cultural and economic discovery that there was 

a way other than saddling someone with spectacles and/or medications to improve their vision. This 

technique is known as the Bates Method, after its developer, Dr. W. H. Bates of whom Margaret Darst 

Corbett became a disciple and certified practitioner. She subsequently opened the School of Eye 

Education at the Streamline Moderne quadplex and detached 5-car garage which she commissioned 

architect Earl D. Stonerod to design and his construction firm Metropolitan Builders to erect. In 1936. 

The Corbett School of Eye Education, known by Corbett as “the Studio” is an outstanding example of a 

symmetrical Streamline Moderne apartment building with landscape and hardscape largely intact, 

designed by master architect Earl D. Stonerod. 

The economics of the Bates Method which she adapted and taught both at her School of Eye 

Education and privately, there as well, along with training teachers in the Method, thus benefited 

legions of students in this country. A vast number of aspiring pilots for WWII and the Korean War were 

trained by Corbett to strengthen their vision so they could pass the vision tests necessary to become a 

US pilot. She joined the post-war, government sponsored efforts to rehabilitate the combatants and 

return them as civilian wage earners. Corbett’s teaching began and flourished during the Great 

Depression. Once any of her students as well as the students of others whom she trained, practiced and 

mastered the technique, they would not need to invest in eyewear or medications every few years or 

annually which only temporarily improved one’s eyesight and cost the user a great deal. Rather, the 

students/clients gained a life-long solution to their visual challenges, lived a more relaxed lifestyle as a 

side-benefit and often shared the Method with friends, relatives and acquaintances, thus spreading the 

benefits of the Bates Method ever-wider in this cultural beneficiary program. Plus, her books, written in 

the “Studio” delivered the vision re-education program to countless others, many of whom lived where 

no classes were available, but they could still enjoy the economic and cultural [no spectacles or drugs!] 

benefits of Corbett’s teaching of the Bates Method. For the hopeful students who wished to join the 

military and become pilots who were highly focused due to the benefits of the Method, new careers 
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opened. And, after the wars those who didn’t wish to pursue flying as a career could be trained by 

Corbett in other pursuits thanks to the government programs which made the former soldiers more 

socially, culturally and economically well-rounded and able to successfully return to civilian life. 

 
Corbett Updates the Bates Method to Include New Pursuits and Inventions 

Margaret Corbett advocated storytelling by parents to teach children to relax. This, yet again, 

reinforces the importance of teaching relaxation early in life. (Easy Way). In the 1950s Corbett 

encouraged clients and all others in her book published in London in 1954 to watch television, crediting 

it with relaxing one and giving the eyes needed exercise. In the How to Improve Your Sight is a 

questionnaire to guide TV watchers to do so correctly. The keys: relaxation and exercise. Corbett 

constantly updated the Method to include new inventions such as the television, keeping the Method 

relevant to all lifestyles, thus updating it culturally and socially. (The Albuquerque Tribune, 1954). 

Also, during the 1950’s Margaret Corbett regularly appeared on Mary Mcadoo’s TV show, “Mary 

McAdoo at Home.” These appearances gave her an opportunity to teach the basics of the Bates 

Method, thus encouraging local residents to watch television to relax, to help improve their vision and 

this venue granted her even broader publicity for the Bates Method in the Los Angeles metro. 

Corbett’s arrest which branded her as a charlatan and her trial for practicing medicine without a 

license as well as the follow-up effort to pass a law banning the teaching of the Bates Method brought 

by ophthalmologists and optometrists were true social events which were attended by hundreds who 

wished to testify on her behalf, as well as the opposing ophthalmologists and optometrists who were 

the initial cause of her arrest and finally the general curiosity seekers. The luminaries and everyday 

persons who testified in her favor at the trial could not be ignored. They drew yet more persons to the 

courthouse and temporarily increased media coverage including the front page of the Los Angeles Times 

and several national magazines for some years thereafter. The event gained national coverage, followed 

by the ophthalmologists and optometrists attempt to have a law passed outlawing the Bates Method, 

with the added benefit that when two years later, in 1943, Huxley released his book on Corbett and the 

Bates Method and giving journalists yet  another opportunity to recount the events of the famous, 

“Organized Medicine vs. Margaret Darst Corbet” trial and the bannoing of the Method by the State of 

California. These events added to the social, cultural and economic history of Los Angeles, the nation 

and the world-at-large. 

Perhaps her boldest move was her signing up students, including members of her jury, at the 

courthouse once she was acquitted of all charges. No recruitment was necessary. One just had to wait in 
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line to sign up for Corbett’s School of Eye Education. The trial guaranteed the survival of her school and 

added to her social, cultural and economic status by recognizing her win against the official “big boys of 

vision.” When ophthalmologists and optometrists once again attempted to halt her actions by passing a 

law to stop alternative vision practices, they once again met defeat, thus further increasing her 

credibility. 

The fact that the Bates Method is still practiced, that many of the books which currently 

promote it mention Margaret Darst Corbett and the fact that Corbett’s books, which were translated 

during her lifetime into several languages are available on the Internet for purchase and some as free 

downloads attests to the staying power of one Bates’ disciple and teacher and the students whom her 

work affected for the remainder of their lives, as it continues to do so today. The influence of the 

Internet is world-wide thus spreading her reputation and the economic, cultural and social benefits of 

the Bates Method around the planet. 

 
 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history. 

 
Three persons plus two by association who are included in this nomination are considered 

historic personages important to national, state, city or local history. The first is Dr. William Horatio 

Bates, a prominent New York City ophthalmologist (a specialist in diseases of the eye and an optical 

surgeon), and by association Mrs. Emily Amanda Bates who was Dr. Bates assistant/surgical assistant 

and his third wife. Although Dr. Bates died in 1931 and the School of Eye Education/the “Studio” was 

not built/opened until 1936, without the influence of Dr. Bates and the Bates Method it would have 

been just another Streamline Moderne quadplex, this one commissioned of master architect Earl D. 

Stonerod by Mrs. Corbett. The second is Margaret Darst Corbett who met Dr. Bates when she sought 

treatment for the early onset-blindness her husband experienced shortly before his death in 1930. Mrs. 

Corbett became a disciple of Bates’ psychological/physical eye re-education method. The third 

personage is Aldous Huxley, a famous British writer who relocated to Los Angeles where he found the 

need to be treated for an almost life-long vision affliction. which was worsening. Huxley wrote a book 

documenting the treatment, The Art of Seeing with a thank you to Mrs. Corbett for her successful eye 

treatments. Also, by association with Huxley, Dr. Humphrey Osmond who coined the word 

“psychedelic” from experiments with mescaline and LSD in which Huxley participated as an alternative 

to taking his life because of his severe eye problems. Huxley later popularized the illicit drug 



B. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 10 
 

experiments through his writings. The common thread among the three historic personages is Margaret 

Darst Corbett. 

 

Dr. William Hortaio Bates, M. D. 
 

Because Dr. Bates did not survive long enough to visit Mrs. Corbettl’s  School of Eye 

Education/the “Studio” or to participate directly therein this historian has been informed that very non-

conventional information regarding the Doctor must be placed in an Appendix which this historian 

urges the curious to read for your enlightenment/entertainment. 

 
 

Margaret Jane Darst Corbett 

Early Life 

Margaret Jane Darst was born in Boston, MA, January 17, 1889, the daughter of a clergyman of 

the Disciples of Christ Church. His wife conducted a school to train kindergarten teachers. Margaret 

Darst received her preparatory education at Dr. Dewey’s School at the University of Chicago and at the 

Berkeley, CA High School. Darst graduated from UC Berkeley in 1911 with a Bachelor of Science degree. 

She trained teachers at the Idaho State Normal School at Lewiston. In 1913 she married Daniel Lithgow 

Corbett, an interior designer of San Francisco, CA, at Idaho. Margaret Corbett was a Yeoman (female) 

First Class Clerk, in the Naval Reserve on active duty when it began accepting women as members of 

that division of the US services during WWI, granting her pioneer Navy status. According to the 1920 US 

Census she and her husband were living in Boston, he as an interior designer and she as a Clerk at the 

Navy Yard. Daniel Lithgow Corbett in his draft registration for WWI in 1918 stated he was a salesman for 

The [influential] Speigel Furniture Company in Chicago where the couple resided at the time. More likely 

he was their interior designer, as which he would have sold a great deal of expensive furniture and 

accessories. 

Mr. and Mrs. Corbett spent the next ten years on a nationwide search for ophthalmologic aid 

for her husband’s failing eyesight. In 1922 she learned of the work of Dr. William Horatio Bates, an 

ophthalmologist and researcher whom they visited at his New York City office. As a result of 

treatments by Dr. Bates, Daniel Lithgow developed good health and perfect sight. The Corbetts 

relocated to Beverly Hills as early as 1924. Daniel Lithgow Corbett died in 1930 of non-related causes 

and is interred at the Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills. 
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Disciple of the Bates Method 

In 1930, Margaret Corbett dedicated her life to restoring the vision of others as a disciple of Dr. 

Bates and the Bates Method. In that same year, Dr. Bates certified her as a teacher of his 

Method, and she became a disciple. 

Suppose you were a pupil consulting Mrs. Corbett for your vision challenges. You would have to 

tell her yourself what was wrong with your eyes, since the law forbade her from making a diagnosis. She 

made it plain to everyone that she was just a teacher of the Bates Method in order to avoid prosecution 

for practicing medicine without a license. Corbett began in 1930 by seeing 12 pupils from her 5-room 

apartment, at 1712½ Fifth Avenue in Los Angeles, initially charging nothing for her services. 

In 1936 Corbett commissioned architect Earl D. Stonerod to erect a 4-plex in the Streamline 

Moderne style with a deep setback and a central courtyard sited at 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Place. A 

private detached 5-car garage at the northeast of the parcel was entered from Venice Blvd. where a 540 

sq. ft. single-family dwelling, built in 1931 by Thomas Hogan already existed along Venice at the SE 

corner of the parcel. Later in the year Mrs. Corbett took up residence at St. Andrews Pl. Her “Studio” 

was located at 1560 and a Sanborn Map noted 1558 as the site of her School of Eye Education. 

According to an account by Irving Wallace in the April 1943 Coronet magazine the complex was, “jam-

packed from morning until night.” 

By 1938, Mrs. Corbett had written her first book, at “the Studio” teaching the Bates Method 

for improving the eyes, simply titled How to Improve Your Eyes. The book brought the Bates 

Method to scores of new adherents who found success by following Corbett’s instruction. 

 
A classified advertisement from the Oct 15, 1939, Los Angeles Times follows: 

 

Source: Los Angeles Times, Oct. 15, 1939. 
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Corbett founded the School of Eye Education, taught classes and saw clients from the School of 

Eye Education/the “Studio.” In November 1940, Mrs. Corbett and her assistant at the School of Eye 

Education, were arrested and charged with violations of the Medical Practice Act of California for 

practicing medicine and optometry without a license. The jury trial, “Organized Medicine vs. Margaret 

Darst Corbett” was held in early 1941. It was attended by a phalanx of ophthalmologists and 

optometrists who had brought suit against Corbett. On Mrs. Corbett’s side were several well-known 

witnesses including movie stars, authors and leaders in other pursuits who testified on Corbett’s behalf. 

One of those was well-known British author Aldous Huxley, author of Brave New World who had 

relocated to the United States in the late 1930’s. Huxley testified of her helping him regain much of the 

sight he had lost in high school. He had taught himself Braille to complete his Oxford studies and to 

pursue his writing career. Other luminaries also testified at the trial on her behalf. Hundreds of ordinary 

citizens who had been helped by her teaching and private sessions lined up should they be needed to 

testify in her favor. And there were two women “spies” who had been hired by the plaintiffs to discover 

all of the negative aspects of Corbett’s practices. They discovered none and were found practicing the 

Bates Method during a trial break in a near-by room. Corbett and her assistant, Bertha E. Smith were 

acquitted of all charges. Margaret Corbett then chartered the School of Eye Education with the State of 

California. 

Margaret Corbett was instrumental in defeating a bill in the State legislature brought by the 

defeated ophthalmologists and optometrists of California as they attempted to outlaw the teaching of 

the Bates Method within the state. She transported witnesses to the senate committee hearings, and 

she gave eye improvement lessons to Senators and their wives. The measure was defeated in the Senate 

after having passed in the House. Corbett and others were free to teach and study the Bates Method. 

The School was overwhelmed by numbers of potential pilots of World War II and the Korean 

War which followed, who studied the Bates Method because they had failed the vision tests necessary 

to become pilots and leaders in the aviation battles of that war. Initially they lacked the visual acuity to 

qualify for government training. After sessions at the School they successfully trained to become pilots. 

Following the Great War, Margaret Corbett’s School of Eye Education joined in the national government 

sponsored rehabilitation of soldiers for new civilian careers, thus gaining US government approval of the 

School and its training. 

By 1946 Margaret Corbett had trained over 250 teachers in the Bates Method as she had altered 

it to keep up with current inventions and happenings. Each year she added adherents to the teaching 

ranks. The School of Eye Education had branches in New York, California, Illinois, Ohio, Montana, 
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Virginia, Washington, Georgia, Oregon, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Kansas as week 

as British Columbia, Canada and added overseas branches with the publication of a book by a London 

Publisher. 

 
Margaret Darst Corbett’s Books 

Mrs. Corbett wrote and published five widely read and reviewed books from her “Studio” on S. 

St. Andrews Pl. which were followed by disciples of the Bates Method who were students of the School 

of Eye Education or perhaps heard about followers’ successes and decided to give the Method a try by 

reading one or more of Corbett’s books. The books were translated into several languages. The first two 

were authored before her trial. The others were published by mainstream publishers, Prentice-Hall and 

Faber and Faber, following the trial with one being published in London, England. Corbett also authored 

teacher training books for the Bates Method and most of the books were translated into German, 

French, Spanish, Russian and Danish. 

How to Improve Your Eyes. Los Angeles: LA: Willing Publishing Co. 1938. 
 

How to Improve Your Sight: Simple Daily Drills in Relaxation [The standard book for the School of 
Eye Education.] NY: Bonanza Books. 1938. 

 
Help Yourself to Better Sight. NY: Prentice-Hall, Inc. 1949. 
 
School of Eye Education: Training Course for Teachers. 1949. 

 

How to Improve Your Sight: Simple Daily Drills in Relaxation: New, Revised Edition. NY: Bonanza 
Books. 1953. 

 
How to Improve Your Sight. London: Faber and Faber, 1954. 

 
 
 

Corbett’s final book, How to Improve Your Sight was published in London, thus furthering the 

international aspects of the Method. The Bates Method is still practiced today primarily by alternative 

medicine practitioners with many books having been written since Corbett’s time in several languages. 

Many mention Margaret Corbett, along with Bates’ surviving wife (who has since died) who was also his 

assistant and carried on her medical practice nearly until the time of her death, both women  

guaranteeing that the Bates’ Method would be perpetuated. 

Well-known British author Aldous Huxley, who had vision loss early-on which forced him to 

change his life path from science to writing, discovered Mrs. Corbett and became a follower of Corbett 
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when he relocated to Los Angeles in 1938 at which time his poor vision worsened. He recovered most of 

his vision as he testified at Corbett’s 1941 trial and as attested to by a letter from Mrs. Huxley to the Los 

Angeles Times on the subject. 

 
At home, he [Huxley] writes and reads for seven or eight hours a day without 

the aid of lenses. Moreover, though blind in one eye and carrying scar tissue on the 
other, he can do his work without eye strain or fatigue thanks to that “Art of Seeing” 
which he learned from Dr. Bates’ gifted and resourceful pupil, Mrs. Margaret D. Corbett. 

 
(“Open Letter.” Huxley, Laura. Los Angeles Times, May 21, 1957, pg. B 4). 

 
By 1954 Margaret Corbett regularly appeared on television as witnessed by the next listing from 

the Los Angeles Times when she became a regular on the “Mary McAdoo at Home” show on KNBH 

which later became KNBC. For this popular televised production McAdoo was named the "Most 

Outstanding Female Personality" by the Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in 1955. Television 

lead to yet wider exposure for Corbett and the Baes Method. By then, Corbett encouraged followers to 

watch television by the correct method which she outlines in her final book in order to strengthen their 

vision, thus demonstrating how she incorporated new inventions into the Bates Method. 

 

Source: Los Angeles Times, Mar 22,1954, p. 28. 
 

At the conclusion of a successful career, Margaret Darst Corbett died December 5, 1962, a 

month short of her 73rd birthday, at her “Studio” on S. St. Andrews Pl. Corbett is interred in the Forest 

Lawn Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills, next to her husband. Margaret Darst Corbett graduated from 

Berkeley. Corbett then became a pioneer in the Navy during WWI by being one of the first female 

Yeoman to voluntarily enlist for active Navy duty during wartime. She went on to become a famous 

practitioner, teacher and author of the Bates Method and formed the School of Eye Education which she 

operated out of the Streamline Moderne quadplex which she commissioned Earl Stonerod to design 

during the Great Depression in 1936 and which she referred to as “the Studio.” She prevailed at the jury 

trial brought by the ophthalmologists and optometrists of California as well as in an attempt by the 

same incensed doctors to bring the Bates Method to an end in California. She authored five books, from 
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her “Studio”  about the Bates Method which brought it to thousands who could not visit her in Los 

Angeles. Corbett took her up-dated version of the Bated Method international thus aiding in its spread 

and perpetuation. Corbett first put herself and the Bates Method on the map on the west coast, then in 

this nation and then internationally. Corbett is still referred to in contemporary books, blogs and other 

Internet presences which spread work of the Bates Method. Complete versions of many of her books 

can be located on Internet archives. Margaret Darst Corbett and the Bates Method of which she was a 

disciple and teacher lives on through her works in ways she never could have contemplated. 

 
 

Aldous Leonard Huxley 
 
 Aldous Huxley is included in this nomination because of his role in the work of Mrs. Corbett/the 

School of Eye Education/the book he wrote elucidating her treatments to improve his rapidly failing 

vision: The Art of Seeing/and his subsequent life to illustrate that severe pain can lead some to the use of 

illicit drugs while seeking relief from that pain as well as the books this drug experiences lead him to 

author through  the friendship he developed with psychiatrist Dr. Osmond whose drug programs in which 

he volunteered to participate influenced the writing of his last three novels.  

 

Aldous Huxley was born July 26, 1894, at Laleham in Godalming, Surrey, England to a family rich 

in scientists whose legacy he wished to carry onward. His grandfather, naturalist Thomas Henry Huxley 

was a disciple of Darwin, known as “Darwin’s Bulldog.” His brother Julian was a biologist well-known for 

his theories of evolution. His parents broke the scientific chain as his father Leonard was a writer and his 

mother was supervisor of the private school he graduated from. Both his mother and sister died in 1908, 

traumatizing him at the age of 14. He attended Eton where he contracted keratitis which left him nearly 

blind for two years and exempted him from service in WWI. He went on to Balliol College at 

OxforUniversity utilizing strong glasses accompanied by a strong magnifying glass and light to read the 

works he studied in English Literature. Huxley also taught himself Braille. Following studies at Oxford he 

taught at Balliol College. 

In 1915, Huxley’s wit granted him entry to the social circle of Lady Ottoline Morell at Garsington 

Manor where he joined with D. H. Lawrence, Bertrand Russell, T.S. Eliot, Lytton Strachey, Virginia Woolf, 

and Katherine 

Mansfield. With access to this circle of writers Huxley’s writing career experienced a rapid ascent.. 

Huxley met and fell in love with Belgian war-refugee Maria Nys and they married in 1919. They 
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had a son named Matthew. To provide for his family he wrote articles for Conde Nast magazines House 

and Garden, Vogue and Vanity Fair. He next turned his writing skills to novels with a relatively quick run 

of successes beginning in the 1920s: Crome [sic] Yellow (1921), Antic Hay (1923), Those Barren Leaves 

(1925), and Point Counter Point (1928). The latter novel was included in the Modern Library list of the 

top 100 novels of the 20th century and garnered Huxley international fame. 

However, Huxley’s most famous novel Brave New World (1932) described the futurist idea of a 

One World State, where a totalitarian government manipulates people's lives by eliminating individual 

freedom, family, art, literature, religions and cultural diversity. The totalitarian government of Brave 

New World controls humans from their conception. It regulates assisted reproduction, education and 

indoctrination and enforces medical drug use for pacification. Huxley himself called it a "negative 

utopia" which was written as a parody of 'Men Like Gods' (1923), a Utopian novel by H. G. Wells. 

 

Huxley Comes to America 

In 1937 Huxley decided to change locations, moving to Hollywood, California, with wife Maria 

and a life-long friend Gerald Heard, British philosopher, lecturer, author and historian of consciousness. 

In Hollywood Huxley strove to change his life. He befriended Jiddu Krishnamurti whose disciple he 

became, adopting a blend of eastern philosophical traditions with modernized mysticism. He also joined 

the circle of 'Swami Prabhavadanta' and became influenced by Vedanta and meditation. Huxley further 

transformed his lifestyle, becoming a vegetarian and practicing yoga. 

Huxley reported that his eyesight had improved for the first time in over 25 years. At Margaret 

Corbett and her assistant Bertha E. Smith’s trial for practicing medicine without a license, Huxley 

testified that the woman’s [Corbett’s] treatments, “had done miracles.” Under questioning by the 

Defense Attorney, Huxley, “related how Mrs. Corbett’s system of eye relaxation and muscular 

development restored vision to his right eye, formerly covered with scar tissue.” Huxley continued, “A 

comparatively short period of training strengthened my other eye with which I was unable to read 

without the aid of powerful glasses.” (IMDb, short Bio) Huxley’s treatments with Corbett inspired him to 

author the non-fiction work The Art of Seeing in 1943 in which he also credits her with the great 

improvement of his eyesight. 

After the Second World War Huxley applied for United States citizenship. Huxley, who was a 

pacifist, was denied citizenship in this country for refusing to take up arms to defend this nation. He 

remained a British Citizen for his entire life. Later in the 1950s he turned down the offer of Knight 

Bachelor by the British government for his literary contributions. 
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Becoming truly a part of the Hollywood culture, Huxley co-wrote the screenplays for 'Pride and 

Prejudice' (1940) with Jane Murfin and Helen Jerome. 'Jane Eyre' (1944) was co-written wiith Robert 

Stevenson ·and John Houseman. ‘Madame Curie,’ for which Huxley was not granted a screen writer 

credit although he did the treatment, was co-written by Paul Osborn and Hans Rameau in 1943. The 

classic ‘Jane Eyre’ (1943) was adapted by Huxley. ‘A Woman’s Vengeance’ (1948) by Huxley was based 

on his short story "The Gioconda Smile." ‘Prelude to Fame’ was co-written with Robert Westerby, a 

fellow-Britisher (1951). Huxley penned the original screenplay for Walt Disney's animated 'Alice in 

Wonderland' in 1951. 

His wife, Maria, died of breast cancer in 1955. A year later Huxley married Laura Archera who 

was also a writer. Ultimately, she became Huxley’s biographer. 

 
Huxley Volunteers for Dr. Humphrey Osmond’s Drug Experiments 

“At St. George's Hospital in London, [Dr. Humphrey Osmond] and a colleague, John R. Smythies, 

developed the hypothesis that schizophrenia was a form of self-intoxication caused by the body's 

mistakenly producing its own L.S.D.-like compounds.” The two doctors relocated to Canada to continue 

their research at Saskatchewan Hospital in Weyburn, where they promoted the theory that, “no one 

should treat schizophrenics who had not personally experienced schizophrenia.” They went on stating 

that ''This it is possible to do quite easily by taking mescaline.” (Douglas Martin. “Humphry Osmond, 86, 

Who Sought Medicinal Value in Psychedelic Drugs, Dies.” New York Times. Feb. 22, 2004. Sect. 1, p. 25, 

National edition). Huxley read about their research and volunteered to become a subject. 

“Dr. Humphrey Osmond entered the history of the counterculture by supplying hallucinogenic 

drugs to Huxley,” who volunteered to take mescaline injections, “and ascribed mystical significance to 

them in his playfully thoughtful, widely read book 'The Doors of Perception,’ (1954) “from which the 

rock group ‘the Doors’ took its name.” (Martin, 2004) Huxley also authored Heaven and Hell (1956) 

again writing about his drug experiences. Dr. Osmond coined the word psychedelic and Huxley 

promoted it in his writings of the psychedelic era. Before that, the two were corresponding about the 

appropriate word and Osmond responded with a phrase which took on a life of its own: “To fathom hell 

or soar angelic/Just take a pinch of psychedelic.” 

As a side note of potential interest to members of the Cultural Heritage Commission, “Believing 

that the design of mental institutions was inferior to that of zoos, Osmond gave another hallucinogen, 

LSD, to architects in the hope that the drug would sensitize them to the spatial needs of psychotics and 

result in more humane environments (Elaine Woo. “Humphry Osmond, 86; Coined Term ‘Psychedelic.’” 

https://www.bing.com/search?q=robert%2Bstevenson%2Bdirector&amp;filters=ufn%3a%22robert%2Bstevenson%2Bdirector%22%2Bsid%3a%2247015dba-fe33-1bee-7e87-b2ce213b4a58%22%2Bcatguid%3a%22cb6985f0-7940-287b-7517-3196d9550a69_d2499163%22%2Bsegment%3a%22generic.carousel%22&amp;FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/search?q=robert%2Bstevenson%2Bdirector&amp;filters=ufn%3a%22robert%2Bstevenson%2Bdirector%22%2Bsid%3a%2247015dba-fe33-1bee-7e87-b2ce213b4a58%22%2Bcatguid%3a%22cb6985f0-7940-287b-7517-3196d9550a69_d2499163%22%2Bsegment%3a%22generic.carousel%22&amp;FORM=SNAPST
https://www.bing.com/search?q=john%2Bhouseman&amp;filters=ufn%3a%22john%2Bhouseman%22%2Bsid%3a%22c71a9fbc-96b8-bc95-1b9a-04a742425d55%22%2Bcatguid%3a%22cb6985f0-7940-287b-7517-3196d9550a69_d2499163%22%2Bsegment%3a%22generic.carousel%22&amp;FORM=SNAPST
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Los Angeles Times. Feb. 22, 2004). “His interest in the impact of architecture on human behavior 

stimulated the rise of socio-architecture as a field,” stated Robert Sommer, a professor emeritus of 

psychology at UC Davis (Woo, 2004). 

“Perhaps the most famous psychedelic researcher was Dr. Oscar Janiger, a Beverly Hills 

psychiatrist, who gave L.S.D. to Cary Grant, Jack Nicholson and, again, Huxley.“ Janiger added, “that in 

the early 1960's, it was recommended that psychiatric residents take a dose to understand psychosis 

better.” (Martin, 2004). 

Huxley’s last Utopian novel Island (1962), re-visited and updated his basic ideas from Brave New 

World and other novels. Huxley summarized his views on the modern world and society. He set forth his 

position on medical drug use as well as his political stands on democracy, ecology, and pacifism. Island 

also became an inspiration for the 1960's psychedelic culture and became a part of the ideology of the 

New Age Movement. 

Huxley’s health deteriorated rapidly after discovering that he had throat cancer in 1960. He 

completed Island and spent his last days bedridden, nearly blind, and unable to speak. From that 

deathbed he made a written request to his wife for an intramuscular injection of 100 mg of LSD. Laura 

Archera Huxley followed his instruction. Huxley died peacefully a few hours following the injection at his 

California home on November 22, 1963 – the day President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. Over- 

shadowed by the national tragedy, Huxley’s passing at age 69 went largely unremarked in the United 

States where Aldous Huxley, the British citizen resided as a foreign national for the last 26 years of 

his life. 

 

The three major historic personages, William H. Bates, M.D., Margaret Corbett, and Aldous 

Huxley and their equally renowned associates add significance to the Streamline Moderne structure 

commissioned by Corbett and designed by architect Earl D. Stonerod which Margaret Corbett referred 

to as “the Studio.” 

 
 
 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristic of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 
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The Corbet School of Eye Education/the “Studio” at the northeast corner of S. St. Andrews 

Place and Venice Blvd. is according to SurveyLA an, “Excellent example of a Streamline Moderne 

courtyard apartment building exhibiting [a] high quality of design through distinctive features.” It is 

also an, “Excellent example of a 1930s courtyard apartment building, with a U-shaped plan and intact 

landscaping and hardscaping. Exemplary of the property type from this era.” 

Designed in 1936 in the midst of the Great Depression as an, “exemplar of the property type 

from this era,” the Streamline Moderne style, by architect Earl D. Stoddard, the complex exhibits 

distinctive features. The U-shaped courtyard 4-plex presents to St. Andrews Place at the corner of 

Venice Blvd. with a deep, landscaped courtyard and fore-yard, a generous lawn setback from Venice 

Blvd. at the south, and a large rear lawn also off Venice where the original 5-car garage, since 

demolished, was situated at the northeast, most of that area having been converted to a cement-paved 

parking area. The garden areas were once richly landscaped and hardscaped and several vestiges of 

those remain. That combination lent a meditative ambiance to the school and offices located along busy 

Venice Blvd. which also hosted the not-so-quiet Vineyard railroad line. Among the mature trees and 

shrubs which remain are Italian Cypresses along with much of the hardscape. A plot plan was executed 

by a draftsman in the early 2000s. It appears there are two irregular curvilinear areas within the 

courtyard, one at each wing. Since they cannot be observed from the street a final determination must 

await the City inspection. 

The quadplex is a U-shape composed of two one-story rectangular wings paralleling each other 

connected at the rear by a perpendicular two-story rectangle. Each parallel rectangle is fronted at the 

west by a semi-circular jut-out with a six 4-lite casement window ribbon around the curves. The second- 

story west section exhibits a semi-circular jut-out at west center, and one at the rear of each the parapet 

walled balcony, runing the full-length of each wing. 

The north wing jut-out was relocated forward at an indeterminate time post-1951, the final 

Sanborn Map for the area. In the garden between the two parallel wings is noted that a “private school” 

exists at 1558 St. Andrews on the Sanborn Fire Map Vol. 8, Sheet 860 which was released in 1951. 

The entry to each ground floor unit is from the center of the courtyard, through a single door in 

each wing and is crowned by an incised banded flat half-circular roof. A flat rectangular banded roof 

with plain columns is at the west base of the U-shape which is entered through double doors with 4-lites 

and matching side-lites. The south elevation of the north wing is stenciled in grey bamboo while the 

north elevation carries a green mural. An open lobby extends from the west façade to the east elevation 
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with-mirror image entry at the east. A breeze wall of open work patterned concrete blocks was added 

around the east entry “enclosing” a patio-area. A horizontal incised multi-band runs from the 

perpendicular cascades at the south, around the building at the top of each semi-circular jut-out and to 

the rear, south, at the bottom of the balcony. The north and south façade originally contained various 

arrangements of casements, some of which have been replaced by other formats in the original 

openings. A later-added west and south open-work plain wrought-iron fence is at the west and south 

perimeter. 

The north elevation of the quadplex is difficult to view and lacks banding as it was located close 

to the two Craftsman to its north which were recently demolished to make way for a TOC development 

in which the developer desired to include the Subject building in the then 3-parcel development plan. 

Therefore, a complete view of the north elevation does not exist due to construction fencing of the now 

vacant parcels at the north. 

Two semi-circular jut-outs, two-stories each with patterning as at the west facade are at the 

north and south ends of the east elevation, the north one obscured by landscape. Two Italian Cypress 

trees grace the east lawn which has been converted to a cement-paved parking lot, although the trees 

remain. Additional pieces of landscape are still in-situ. 

At the southeast corner of the parcel is the original 540 sq. ft. Vernacular single-family dwelling 

with zero-foot setback from Venice Blvd. which was erected by Thomas R. Hogan in 1931. The building 

has been remodeled over the years converting it to a slightly larger unit. [Please see discussion of 

alterations to this structure in A.] 

Corbett had her School/”Studio” erected in the midst of the Great Depression, 1936, by well- 

regarded architect Earl D. Stonerod and his contracting firm Metropolitan Builders at S. St. Andrews Pl. 

where it intersects with the newly name-changed, in time for the 1932 Olympics, Venice Boulevard, 

formerly known by the lack-luster appellation of 16th Street. 

The Depression and the Olympics had presented opportunities for those in the neighborhood 

with large residences to sub-divide them into apartments or to simply rent rooms to those newly 

arriving in Los Angeles but lacking the funds to rent a real apartment. A brief prosperity came with those 

attending the Olympics and paying higher quartering fees, as the neighborhood was less than 4 miles to 

the southeast and accessible by street rail. Following the Olympics one could return to rent to those 

continuing to flee from the cold mid-west and east coast to sunny Los Angeles during the Great 
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Depression. 

Corbett’s School for Eye Education/”the Studio” presented a bright spot of Streamline Moderne 

style amidst the traditional Craftsman in the neighborhood and welcomed countless students and 

private clients to the northeast corner of S. St. Andrews Pl. and Venice Blvd. where they could arrive on 

foot, via the Vineyard route on the Red Line, or by private car. A source stated that the complex was, 

“jam-packed from morning until night.” (Wallace, 1943). 

At its erection, Stonerod’s Streamline Modern was the final structure added to the original 1500 

S. St. Andrews block of mostly large, stately Craftsman residences, some of which were duplexes, 

designed to blend into the single-family block. A small Vernacular single-family residence at the 

southeast of the parcel, along Venice Blvd., earlier constructed in 1931, and hardly befitting the 

neighborhood, had turned the lot into a non-conforming one. Mrs. Corbett was therefore required to 

agree to the following statement from the Department of Planning: “This [the new] building 

permissible on non-conforming lot if it conforms to Yard Ord. requirements.” Thus, the 1500 block of 

S. St. Andrews was completed in 1936. 

Since its completion, many of the original residences have been demolished and replaced by 

large, in some cases double-lot apartment buildings. Another apartment building is about to be added to 

their ranks. The new apartments were originally planned to cover three parcels -- the two at the north, 

1540 and 1546 S. St. Andrews Pl., the two oldest Craftsman on the block erected in 1906 and 1908, plus 

the Subject parcel. The two Craftsman have been demolished. However, the Subject parcel was found by 

SurveyLA to be an, “Excellent example of a Streamline Moderne courtyard apartment building exhibiting 

[a] high quality of design through distinctive features. Work of architect Earl D. Stonerod.” And an, 

“Excellent example of a 1930s courtyard apartment building, with a U-shaped plan and intact 

landscaping and hardscaping. Exemplary of the property type from this era.” Thus, a demolition permit 

could not be issued for the Subject property. This block is located in a Tier 3 TOC which seems to have 

appealed far more to Planning and Building & Safety than did the newly developed CPIO, which seems 

to have its meaning trumped by the TOC designation of this area. 

 
The W. G. Nevin Tract 

The neighborhood is part of the W. G. Niven Tract, named for railroad executive Niven who also 

dealt extensively in Los Angeles real estate. The Nevin Tract was famously located opposite the [Los 

Angeles] Country Club at Pico St., later Blvd. and Western Ave. and was plated at the beginning of the 
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20th Century. The parcels were larger than average, measured 73 ¾’ x 178 ½’ with electricity tastefully 

at the rear. They featured graveled streets, cement sidewalks and curbs, and high-quality building rules. 

The second display advertisement for the W. G. Nevin Tract which was carried by the Los 

Angeles Times on Aug 2, 1902, wisely featured the location of the Nevin Tract opposite the Los Angeles 

Country Club and emphasized the larger than average parcels in the Tract. 
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Advertisement for the W. G. Nevin Tract. 
Source: The Los Angeles Times, Aug. 24, 1902, pg. B 8. 
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An early half-page advertisement for the tract appeared in Out West Magazine in Jan 1903, page 

81. It is duplicated herewith: 
 

 
Advertisement for the W. G. Nevin Tract. 

Source: Out West Magazine, Jan. 1903, page 81. 
 
 

The only related building in the Nevin Tract is another Historic-Cultural Monument at 1547 S. 

Manhattan Place, built in an earlier era. HCM 627 known as the John F. Powers Residence was 

designed/built by the Althouse Brothers in 1910. That dwelling is located on Manhattan Pl., the street at 

the east, one parcel to the north of the Corbett School of Eye Education/the “Studio.” 

The Vineyard Red Line moved through the neighborhood, earlier on 16th Street, the name of the 

street having been changed in 1932 when it became Venice Blvd. Other train lines ran on Washington 

Blvd. to the south and on Pico Blvd. at the north. A rail line also ran north/south on Western Ave. and on 

Arlington Ave. 
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The Streamline Moderne Style 
 

The hallmarks of the Streamline Moderne style are smooth wall surfaces, most commonly of 

white stucco. The roofline was flat with low coping at the outer edge. Horizontal lines/grooves in walls 

and horizontal balustrades each added to the style. Facades were generally asymmetrical, although the 

Subject building is symmetrical with the exception of the north second-story half-round which was 

moved forward at an unpermitted, therefore unknowable date. One or more corners of the building 

may be curved; windows frequently continue around corners; glass blocks are often utilized in windows 

and sometimes whole walls are composed of them. Small round windows and clerestory windows were 

popular decorative motifs. The use of Streamline Moderne was somewhat rare in domestic architecture, 

but more common in multi-family housing. 

The Streamline Moderne style was inspired by the design of “modern developments in 

transportation” -- steamships, trains with diesel locomotives, airplanes, dirigibles, and automobiles 

which first took on the sleek, air-stream lines that inspired the concept of speedy air-resistant 

transportation. “The idea was to symbolize SPEED in architecture, which heretofore had comfortably 

expressed rest.” (Survey Guide, City of Los Angeles. 1981). It too, was influenced by Film Noir, as no 

other Streamline Moderne was.  Architects translated the style into commercial and apartments, and to 

a lesser extent private residential architecture. The style caught on in Los Angeles during the Great 

Depression where the sun [almost] always shines, the white exterior of Streamline Moderne reflects 

the slowly advancing hours of the day and combines the interior/exterior flow which characterizes 

Streamline Moderne. The interplay of straight lines with luscious curves, landscaped parcels, balconies, 

courtyards, a proliferation of horizontal windows and portholes perfectly blending Streamline Moderne 

with Los Angeles. It provided the backdrop for Film Noir. 

In a February 11, 1990, article in the Los Angeles Times, Leon Whiteson, an architectural 

specialist wrote, 

In its heyday, Streamline Moderne was known simply as ‘the smart style.’ 
[The style was] much favored by Hollywood and mirrored in imaginative movie sets 
designed by art directors such as William Cameron Menzies…for whom the term “production 
designer” was coined. (IMDb). 

 

Writers such as Elizabeth McMillian [Deco & Streamline Architecture in L.A.] wax long about 

immerges and their distaste for Los Angeles culture, seemingly ignoring American architects who quietly 

contributed their well-thought-out designs to the Streamline Moderne movement in this City. Milton J. 
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Black designed many Streamline Moderne apartments and Earl De Forest Stonerod designed this, 

“Excellent example of a Streamline Moderne courtyard apartment building exhibiting [a] high quality of 

design through distinctive features.” (SurveyLA). 

 

 
Earl De Forest Stonerod, Architect 

 
The architect of the Subject building was Earl D. Stonerod who was born on March 6, 1889, at 

Altoona, PA. Stonerod gained his architectural education at Carnegie Technical Schools [now Carnegie- 

Mellon University], Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, in the early Twentieth Century. 

In his home state of Pennsylvania Stonerod was commissioned to design the residences in the 

Borough of Ben Avon Heights in 1910, an early upscale housing development, which is situated on a hill 

above the Ohio River just nine miles from the City of Pittsburgh. Ben Avalon Heights still exists and is 

described as, “A Norman Rockwell Kind of Community,” consisting of approximately 150 homes. 

(http://benavonheightsborough.com/index.html). In 1917 when Stonerod registered for the draft of 

WWI his address was Ben Avon Heights, PA. 

[This historian visited Ben Avalon Heights in the early 1970s while a graduate student at 

Carnegie-Mellon University. One of my professors owned a residence there].  

Evidence points to Architect Earl D. Stonerod relocating to Los Angeles sometime in the 

nineteen-teen years, after working in Pittsburgh. In Los Angeles Stonerod was employed as a draftsman 

in the office of Myron Hunt. Stonerod joined the office of Walker & Eisen (Albert R. Walker and Percy A. 

Eisen) in 1922 and was also the construction superintendent for that firm. 

In 1936, functioning as a sole architectural practitioner, Stonerod designed the Subject quadplex 

known as the School of Eye Education/the “Studio” complex at 1554 – 1560 St. Andrews Place, at the 

northeast corner intersection with Venice Blvd. A Vernacular single-family dwelling was constructed by 

earlier owner Thomas Hogan in 1931 at the southeast of the parcel which is addressed as 2361 Venice 

Blvd. The Corbett complex is included in the Gebhardt and Winter Architectural Guidebook[s] to the Los 

Angeles metro, Elizabeth McMillian’s Deco & Streamline Architecture in L. A. as well as on several 

architecture, architectural works and stylistic websites, but without a photograph. The work has been 

cited by SurveyLA as eligible for the National Register, the California register and in Los Angeles, as a 

Historic-Cultural Monument (HCM). 

http://benavonheightsborough.com/index.html
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Among other residences designed by Earl D. Stonerod, 549 S. Arden Blvd. was designed in 1921 

in the Colonial Revival style for Louise O. and George L. Brown, a retired Pittsburgh iron and steel 

executive. It is known that Stonerod also designed works in Los Feliz from real estate advertisements 

asserting such, although the advertisements carry photographs but no addresses. 

Stonerod designed a triplex at 135, 137 and 139 N. Flores Street in the French Revival (Norman) 

Minimal Traditional style. The triplex and detached garage were designed for A. B. Bolotin in 1940 who 

owned the Moto-Parts Exchange Co., an auto parts rebuilding company. 

As early as 1922 Stonerod was also listed as a Real Estate Broker in the State of California. This 

gave him the opportunity to also function as a developer. 

Earl and Doris Stonerod had a son, David C., born c. 1926 in California. When Stonerod 

registered for the draft for in WWII he was 53 years old and lived in Pacoima, CA. In their senior years 

the Stonerods relocated to Oregon. Earl De Forest Stonerod died at age 82 in 1971 at Roseburg, OR. 

Stonerod’s remains were returned to Los Angeles for burial at Forest Lawn Memorial Park (Glendale), 

Los Angeles County, California, USA, in the Dahlia Terrace, Great Mausoleum, Florentine Columbarium, 

Niche 8108, Memorial ID 133441867. Stonerod was a member of The Architectural Club of Los Angeles 

as well as civic organizations. 

 
 

Summary 
 

The Streamline Moderne with its unique landscape and hardscape which Margaret Darst 

Corbett commissioned Earl D. Stonerod and his contracting firm, the Metropolitan Builders to erect in 

1936 during the Great Depression was well-utilized to teach thousands the Bates Method of eye re- 

education from the School of Eye Education and the “Studio”. From “the Studio” she wrote the books 

which taught both students and teachers the procedures to win a more relaxed lifestyle with resulting 

vision improvement. Corbett trained future pilots of World War II and the Korean War who lacked the 

visual acuity to initially qualify for  pilot training. Even the US government approved of Corbett’s work 

and building when they granted her the funds for GI rehabilitation following the Great Conflict and 

seceding incursions. Stonerod’s Streamline Moderne was a unique design in this traditional 

neighborhood, was used non-conventionally in a live/work situation known as the School of Eye 

Education/the “Studio and was home to Margaret Darst Corbett, the woman who was arrested there, 
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“for practicing medicine and optometry without a license,” to common folk and luminaries such as 

Aldous Huxley and famous film actors and writers. Corbett won the jury trial and subsequently won the 

spirited attempt by ophthalmologists and optometrists to have the teaching of the Bates Method 

banned in California. It is a surety that Corbett drew great strength from the adherents who seemed 

omni-present at the Streamline Moderne as well as by the peacefulness lent to her by the unique 

complex and the sylvan landscaping and hardscaping of the parcel at 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews 

Pl./2351-2371 W. Venice Blvd., designed by master architect Earl D. Stonerod. The “Studio” was 

Corbett’s final earthly residence. 
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The Yeoman (F) of Boston Navy Yard, 1918  

US Naval Archives - Department of the Navy 

  

Last Name First Name 
Age at 
Enlistment 

Enlistment 
date 

Rank 
Days 
Served 

Town 

Abbott Emma Louise 20 
August 12, 
1918 

Yeoman 3rd 91 Boston, MA 

Adams Lillian Ethel 24 
August 2, 
1918 

Yeoman 1st 101 Winthrop, MA 

Ahearn 
Josephine 
Louise 

21 
October 15, 
1918 

Landsman Yeoman 27 Hanover, MA 

Aicardi 
Beatrice 
Marie 

23 June 4, 1918 Yeoman 2nd 160 Dorchester, MA 

Aitken Elsa Marie 20 July 9, 1918 
Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

84 
41 

West Somerville, 
MA 

Allen 
Beatrice 
Dean 

20 
September 
28, 1917 

Yeoman 3rd to Yeoman 
2nd to Yeoman 1st to 
Chief (Discharge) 

95 
120 
194 

Boston, MA 

Allen Mae Helen 21 July 3, 1918 
Yeoman 3rd to Yeoman 
2nd 

121 
10 

North Attleboro, 
MA 

Almond Sarah 30 May 1, 1916 Nurse 585 Fall River, MA 

Anable 
Harriet 
Josephine 

28 
February 16, 
1918 

Yeoman 3rd to Yeoman 
2nd aboard USS Triton 

197 
72 

South Boston, 
MA 

Anderson 
Lillian 
Ingebord 

20 
October 24, 
1918 

Landsman Yeoman 18 Revere, MA 

https://www.nps.gov/bost/learn/historyculture/wwi-yeowomen.htm


Comeau Marie Louise 18 
May 25, 
1918 

Yeoman 3rd 170 Peabody, MA 

Corbett 
Margaret 
Darst 

29 
September 
19, 1918 

Landsman for Yeoman 
to Yeoman 3rd 

43 10 Boston, MA 

Corcoran Josephine E 22 June 5, 1917 Yeoman 3rd to Chief 
361 
163 

Roxbury, MA 

Corcoran Grace Evelyn 26 
December 
22, 1917 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

100 
224 

Revere, MA 

Cross Lillian Mary  ?   Somerville, MA 

Crowley Lizzie Irene 32 
March 15, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

129 
102 

Natick, MA 

Crowley 
Catherine 
Elizabeth 

25 
June 20, 
1918 

Yeoman 3rd 144 
South Boston, 
MA 

Crowley 
Katherine 
Gertrude 

18 June 3, 1918 Yeoman 2nd 161 Charlestown, MA 

Curzon 
Gertrude 
Louise 

18 July 5, 1918 
Yeoman 3rd to Yeoman 
1st 

129 Boston, MA 

Cushing 
Genevieve 
Nichols 

21 
July 30, 
1918 

Yeoman 1st 104 Brookline, MA 

Cushing Mary Agnes 23 
April 25, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

67 
133 

Dorchester, MA 

Damon 
Nellie 
Caldwell 

28 
July 20, 
1917 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

367 
102 

Dorchester, MA 

Damon Delia Winn 18 
November 
1, 1918 

Landsman for Yeoman 10 
New Bedford, 
MA 

Dempsey 
Josephine 
Katherine 

26 
July 22, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd 112 
Arlington 
Heights, MA 

Dempsey 
Margaret 
Sylvia 

29 
September 
18, 1918 

Landsman for Yeoman 54 Roxbury, MA 

Dempsey Maude Marie 38 
June 10, 
1918 

Yeoman 1st 154 Roxbury, MA 

Doherty Rose Ann 19 
March 28, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

187 
41 

Boston, MA 

Admin
Highlight



Ward 
Margaret 
Cecilia 

24 
September 
3, 1918 

Landsman Yeoman to 
Yeoman 3rd to Yeoman 
2nd to Yeoman 1st to 
Chief 

 Roxbury, MA 

Washburn Josephine 22 
March 9, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

145 
102 

Dorchester, MA 

Washburn 
Florence 
Hathaway 

18 
August 8, 
1918 

Apprentice Seaman 95 Dorchester, MA 

Weisz 
Alice 
Crawford 

45 April 2, 1918 Yeoman 1st 223 
West Somerville, 
MA 

Welch Alice Mildred 22 
July 16, 
1918 

Yeoman 2nd to Yeoman 
1st 

86 
41 

West Somerville, 
MA 

White Julia 20 
May 12, 
1917 

Yeoman 1st 584 Dorchester, MA 

 

Last updated: April 12, 2017 

Contact the Park 

Mailing Address: 

21 Second Ave  
21 Second Ave  
CHARLESTOWN, MA 02129  

Phone: 

(617) 242-5601  
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Margaret Darst Sonders 
Corbet graduated 
Berkeley 1911 with a B.L. 
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material. In all he holds twenty-six patents. At
the end of 1945 there were some 4000 Oliver filters
in use throughout the world in the production of
paper, acids, paints, dyes, starch, sugar, salt and
cement, in the refining of oil and in the recovery
of metals. In addition the Oliver filter is playing
an important part in the production of commer
cial magnesium and synthetic rubber. The com
pany is the largest manufacturer of industrial
filters in the world. It also makes such accessories
as vacuum and centrifugal pumps, speed reducers,
air compressors and condensers. During American
participation in the second World war its facili
ties were devoted entirely to war work. Over 90
per cent of this work was on filters which were
used in plants producing war material. The re
mainder was special work for the navy and mari
time commission. Besides being president of
Oliver United Filters Inc., Mr. Oliver is a founder,
resident and director of the Idaho-Maryland
ines Corp., the largest gold producer in Cali
fornia; president and director of Edwin Letts
Oliver Inc., investments, the Letts Oliver Invest
ment Co. and the Crescent Pacific Mining Co. and
vice president of the California Cap Co. In recog
nition of his inventive contributions to industry
the National Association of Manufacturers pre
sented to him its Modern Pioneer award in 1940
and the University of California conferred on him
the honorary degree of LL.D in 1945. He is a life
member of the American Institute of Mining and
Metallurgical Engineers and a member of the
Chemical, Metallurgical and Mining Society of
South Africa, American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science, Society of the Golden Bear,
Sigma Xi, Sigma Gamma Epsilon, Delta Upsilon,
the Bohemian, Engineers and Commercial clubs
of San Francisco, the Claremont Country Club of
Oakland, the Mt. Diablo Country Club and the
Tahoe Yacht Club. In religion he is an Episcopa
lian and in politics a Republican. His chief rec
reations are music, motoring, golf and yachting.
He was married in Grass Valley, Calif., Sept. 23,
1905, to Minnie Giffin, daughter of Robert Walker
of that city, a mining engineer, and they have
four children: William Letts; Roberta Walker,
who married Frederick Lask Greenlee; Mary Gif
fin, who married Adrian Foote Shannon, and Ed
win Letts Oliver.
CORBETT, Margaret Darst (Mrs. Daniel Lith
gow Corbett), visual instructor, was born in Bos
ton, Jan. 17, 1890, daughter of Edward Washing
ton and Minnie (Souders) Darst. Her father was
a minister of the Disciples of Christ church and
her mother conducted a school for training kinder
garten teachers. She received her preparatory
education at Dr. Dewey's School at the University
of Chicago and at Berkeley (Calif.) High School,
and was graduated B.S. at the University of Cali
fornia in 1911. While in college she taught kin
dergarten. During 1911–13 she trained teachers
at the Idaho State Normal School in Lewiston.
Following her marriage in 1913 she and her hus
band spent ten years in a nation-wide search for
ophthalmological aide for his failing sight. In
1922 she learned of the method discovered by Dr.
William H. Bates (q.v.) for treating imperfect
vision without the use of glasses, and as a result
her husband developed good health and perfect
sight. After his death in 1930 she resolved to
dedicate her life to restoration of vision to others.
In that year she received a Dr. Bates certificate
to practice, and opened in Los Angeles an office
to train eyes by the Bates method of relaxation,
which has developed into her present “School of

Eye Education,” chartered by the state of Cali
fornia in 1941. Starting with twelve free pupils,
she now (1946) has 250 trained teachers and an
nually trains 1,ew ones. The school has branches in
New York, California, Illinois, Ohio, Montana,
Virginia, Washington, Georgia, Qregon, Texas,
New Mexico, Arizona, Arkansas, Florida, Kansas
and British Columbia. From a physiological point
of view the Bates technique is the practical ap
plication of the psychological theory of the field
of consciousness, which is predicated as a point of
focus, the co-called point of apperception, sur
rounded by a field of increasing vagueness. The
method is to develop central fixation by training
the patient in the dual act of relaxing and focus
ing the eyes. With this basic principle as the
foundation, Mrs. Corbett is devoting her efforts
to development of the technique of building vision
from mere light perception. Despite strong or
ganized opposition by regular practitioners, Mrs.
Corbett's school has been highly successful. In
1940 she was brought into court by the organized
optometrists and ophthalmologists of southern
California on the charge of “practicing medicine
and optometry without a license.” More than 500
of her grateful clients in Los Angeles alone volun
teered to testify for her. Her witnesses ranged
in age from five to eighty-five years and included
notable writers, screen stars and social leaders.
Many of them had suffered from eye conditions so
serious as to be pronounced beyond help by distin
guished ophthalmologists, and all of them testified
that their eyesight had been restored by the tech
nique of relaxation alone and without the use of
surgery or glasses. In 1940 she was instrumental
in defeating a bill in the state legislature which
would have outlawed the Bates method in the
state of California. She took witnesses to the
senate committee hearings, gave eye lessons to
senators and their wives and the measure was de
feated in the senate after it had passed the house.
After the United States entered the second World
war the facilities of her school were strained to
capacity in training men for the armed forces
and at the end of hostilities the school cooperated
in the veteran's rehabilitation work. During the
first World war she served as a yeoman 1st class in
the U.S. naval reserve. She is the author of “How
to Improve Your Eyes” (1938). Mrs. Corbett was
married in Lewiston, Idaho, Sept. 11, 1913, to
Daniel Lithgow Corbett, an interior decorator.
THOMPSON, Joseph Sexton, manufacturer, was
born in San Francisco, June 16, 1878, son of James
Alden and Josephine Elizabeth (Moroney) Thomp
son. His first paternal American ancestor was
James Thompson, who came from England with
his wife, Elizabeth , in John Winthrop's fleet
to Charlestown, Mass., in 1630 and was an original
settler of Woburn, Mass., in 1640. From them the
descent is through Jonathan and Susannah Blod
gett; Jonathan and Frances Whitmore; Jabez and
Lydia ; Timothy, who served in the Revo
lutionary war, and Mary Frothingham; Abraham
Rand and Elizabeth Bowers, and Frederick Wil
liam and Maria Teresa O'Keefe, the grandparents
of Joseph S. Thompson. His father was a banker
and in 1888 bank commissioner of the state of
California. Joseph S. Thompson is largely self
educated. At the age of seventeen he left school
to become a draftsman in the office of A. E.
Brooke-Ridley, San Francisco agents of the Sie
mens-Halske Electric Co., of Chicago. In 1899
he served as an electrician with the U.S. engineers
at Ft. Stevens, Oreg. In 1900 he entered the em
ploy of the Bay Counties Power Co., of San Fran
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Margaret Souders Darst Corbett 

Birth 
17 Jan 1889 

Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, USA 

Death 
5 Dec 1962 (aged 73) 

Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California, USA 

Burial 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park (Hollywood Hills)  

Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, California, USA 

Memorial ID 41739518 · View Source 

Margaret D. Corbett 

Services for Mrs. Margaret Darst Corbett, 73, teacher-author and founder of the School of Eye 
Education, will be conducted by Forest Lawn Mortuary at 10:00 a.m. today in the Church of the 
Recessional. 

She published a book in 1938, "How to Improve Your Eyes," and in 1941 opened her Los Angeles office, 
which now has branches all over the country. 

A yeoman first class in the U.S. Naval Reserve in World War I, she died Wednesday at her home, 1560 S. 
St. Andrews Pl. Inurnment will be in Forest Lawn Memorial Park. 

Los Angeles Times 
December 8, 1962. 

Los Angeles Times 
December 8, 1962. 

Read More 

https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/7975/forest-lawn-memorial-park-(hollywood-hills)
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Family Members 

Parents 

Edward Washington Darst 

1856–1910 

Minnie Ann Souders Darst 

1864–1954 

Spouse 

Daniel Lithgow Corbett 

1881–1930 (m. 1913) 

Siblings 

Edward Samuel Henry Darst 

1903–1912 

Inscription 

MARGARET DARST CORBETT 

Gravesite Details 4C2R  
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By Nathaniel Patch 

A yeoman (F) on Submarine K-5 gazes through her binoculars. 
(80-G-1025873) 
I've been in frigid Greenland and in sunny Tennessee, 
I've been in noisy London and in wicked, gay Paree, 
I've seen the Latin Quarter, with its models, wines, and tights, 
I've hobnobbed oft with Broadway stars who outshone Broadway lights; 
But North or South or East or West, the girls that I have met 
Could never hold a candle to a Newport yeomanette. 

—Newport Recruit, 1918 

Women in today's military answer their country's call in all services and ranks. Until World 
War I, however, the military establishment did not officially accommodate women who 
wished to serve. Some women had to dress like men to fight in the field, and others risked 
their lives as frontline nurses, but these brave women were not recognized by the military. 

At the turn of the 20th century, the progressive social movements advocated women's rights, 
but it took the first global war to give women the opportunity to prove themselves. 

World War I was the first industrial war. It introduced new weapons like the machine gun, 
airplanes, tanks, battleships, and submarines. Germany's unrestricted submarine warfare 
propelled the United States from neutrality to war. The submarine, introduced to world 
navies around 1900, evolved from a coastal-bound vessel to a terror on the open seas. When 
unrestricted submarine war began in January 1917, the German navy sank 540,000 tons of 



shipping in the first month. In April 1917, the month's total had risen to 900,000 tons, several 
thousand of them American. Because Germany refused to stop sinking American shipping 
and Great Britain increased pressure for American intervention, the United States entered the 
war. 

The Naval Act of 1916 Opens the Door 

The call to arms went out, and hundreds of thousands of men volunteered for or were drafted 
into military service. Even with increase of manpower, the Navy remained shorthanded. The 
number of ships increased from three hundred to a thousand. 

How were these new ships going to be manned? The answer lay in the unassuming language 
of the Naval Act of 1916, which unintentionally opened the door to women volunteering in the 
U.S. Navy. As in previous wars, women were prohibited from joining the Navy and other 
Regular armed services. 

But the act's vague language relating to the reserve forces did not prohibit women. The act 
declared that the reserve force within the U.S. Navy would consist of those who had prior 
naval service, prior service in merchant marines, were part of a crew of a civilian ship 
commissioned in naval service, or "all persons who may be capable of performing special 
useful service for coastal defense." This last element contained the loophole that allowed 
women to enlist. 

After reviewing the act, Secretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels and the Bureau of Navigation 
(the forerunner to the Bureau of Personnel) concluded that the language did not prohibit 
women from enlisting in the reserves. The act gave the Navy a previously untapped resource 
that allowed administrative operations to be carried out by naval personnel and freed able-
bodied men to serve aboard ships. 

On March 19, 1917, the Bureau of Navigation sent letters to the commanders of the naval 
districts informing them they could recruit women into the Naval Coast Defense Reserve to be 
"utilized as radio operators, stenographers, nurses, messengers, chauffeurs, etc. and in many 
other capacities in the industrial line." The new enlisted women were able to become 
yeomen, electricians (radio operators), or any other ratings necessary to the naval district 
operations. The majority became yeomen and were designated as yeomen (F) for female 
yeomen. 

The Navy began recruiting women immediately, but it had no provisions for medical 
examinations or standards to which they were going to hold new recruits. Some recruiting 
offices were able to borrow female nurses from nearby naval hospitals to conduct the 
examinations. 

At the beginning, it was assumed the yeomen would perform only administrative duties, so 
the majority of the tests focused on office skills. In spite of the confining categories the Navy 
placed upon the yeomen (F), the women also worked as mechanics, truck drivers, 
cryptographers, telephone operators, and munitions makers. 



The Navy faced two problems specific to the new yeomen (F): living quarters and a dress 
code. A large number of these young women were assigned to posts away from home. 
Because the Navy had no protocol for women on naval bases, the female yeomen had to 
make their own arrangements for living quarters. Some were lucky and could find a place to 
stay with family or friends nearby. Many yeomen roomed at the YWCA or shared other 
apartments. 

In some cases, the Navy helped. In Washington, D.C., the Navy leased some apartments for 
female yeomen who did not live locally. As the war progressed, housing became such a 
problem in Washington that the Navy proposed building dormitories for the beleaguered 
yeomen. The war ended before any of the construction projects began. In Newport, Rhode 
Island, the Navy housing conditions were so deplorable that the secretary of the Navy agreed 
to a subsidy to pay for room and board. 

Enlarge 
Rear Adm. Victor Blue (left center) chief of the Bureau of Navigation, inspects yeomen (F) on 
the grounds of the Washington Monument, Washington, D.C., in 1918. (19-11386) 
Standard Navy uniforms were tailored for men, but the Navy had no provision to supply 
women's clothing. At the time, it was still considered improper for women to wear anything 

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/prologue/2006/fall/images/inspection-l.jpg


but a dress or skirt. The solution was to lay down guidelines on what was to be considered 
regulation dress, and the yeomen (F) were given additional money to purchase what they 
needed. The uniforms of the yeomen (F) varied because they were either homemade or 
purchased outfits. Navy regulations later stated that uniforms had to be either white or blue. 
A single-breasted jacket topped a skirt whose hem had to be four inches above the ankle. 
Hats tended to be a brimmed hat made of a stiff felt. By the end of the war, the Navy had 
made changes to the regulations that governed gloves, hats, jackets, skirts, and 
handkerchiefs. 

The yeomen (F) enlisted for the standard four years. Days before the signing of the Armistice 
in November 1918, the Navy stopped enrolling women but made no decision on what to do 
with women already in service. It was assumed they would finish their enlistments, and for 
some that period would end in 1922. 

In 1919 the Navy made its first move to dismantle the women reserves. The Naval 
Appropriations Act of 1919 placed both Navy and Marine female reservists on inactive duty. 
Because they had not been discharged, they had to keep their uniforms and medical 
information. The Navy was also willing to pay for passage to return home or to the place of 
recruitment. In one special case, Yeomen Rose Volkman was recruited in her home in Hawaii 
and transferred to New York. The Bureau of Navigation investigated who had ordered this 
assignment because they were now responsible for paying $300 for her return passage. 

The Navy was not so shortsighted as to willingly lose such a valuable resource as the services 
the yeomen (F) provided. Before the passage of the Naval Appropriations Act, Secretary 
Daniels advised the Navy and Marine commanders of civilian positions that would open 
within the Department of the Navy and at shore establishments. Appointments to these 
positions, such as clerks, messengers, or police, would be offered to reservists for a 
temporary period. Those who accepted the appointments kept their rate of pay and received 
bonuses to compensate for losing living expense allowances that they had got during their 
service. At the end of the appointment, usually six months, the former reservists had to take 
the civil service exam to become permanent federal employees. In most cases, the majority of 
the yeomen (F) within an office applied and accepted appointments. 

The official end of the yeomen (F) classification came by a special act. Secretary Daniels cut 
their enlistments so that all yeomen (F) would be discharged by October 24, 1920. But 
because of negligence of naval district commandants, many yeomen (F) remained on the 
books well past the discharge date. Some stayed on because they were in charge of the final 
processing of the yeomen (F). It was reported that the last yeoman (F) was discharged in 
March 1921. 

Resources in the National Archives 

There are four main sources of records at the National Archives for conducting genealogical 
research on the yeomen (F): 



• Military service records available at the National Military Personnel Records Archive in St. 
Louis, Missouri; 

• Record Group 24, Records of Bureau of Naval Personnel; 
• Record Group 38, Records of the Chief of Naval Operations; and 
• Record Group 45, Records of the Office of Naval Library and Records. 

Before beginning research, collect some basic information about the yeoman (F), such as her 
name, where she served, and when she served. Other kinds of information like her rank, date 
of enlistment, and place of enlistment are also useful, but the first three items are essential 
for using the records. 

The grandest gem of genealogical resources is the service record. The female yeomen have 
service records just like their male counterparts because they were enlisted into the naval 
reserves. In 2004 the Department of the Defense signed over 1.5 million service records to the 
National Archives as permanent records. In July 2005, the National Archives opened the first 
research room for the purposes of researching service records from the early 20th century. 
The Navy personnel records begin in 1885 and end in 1939. Because the personnel records are 
no longer under the mandate of the Department of Defense and are considered public 
records, anyone can request a service record regardless of relationship to the veteran. 

https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/archival-research-room.html
https://www.archives.gov/st-louis/archival-programs/archival-research-room.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2005/spring/spotlight-nprc.html
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2005/spring/spotlight-nprc.html


Enlarge 
Yeoman (F) Rose Volkman s service record lists merits and achievements during her service, 
including her enlistment, transfer to New York, and honorable discharge. (Records of the 
Bureau of Naval Personnel, RG 24) 
A service record includes the veteran's name, date of enlistment, place of enlistment, place 
and date of birth, address at the time of enlistment, and where the veteran trained and 
worked. The service record also provides information relating to discharge, quality of service, 
changes in rank, and other issues relating to discipline and merits. 

To develop the stories of the yeomen (F), consult muster rolls in Record Group 24, Records of 
the Bureau of Naval Personnel, located in the National Archives Building in Washington, D.C. 
Muster rolls were taken every four months and they list all personnel currently serving or who 
have transferred, changed rank, or otherwise departed since the last muster roll. The majority 
of the yeomen (F) will be listed on either shore establishments or in naval district muster rolls. 
None of the yeomen (F) served aboard warships, and a very few were transported overseas. 

Muster rolls are arranged by name of ship, shore establishment, or naval district. Within the 
muster roll, the names are in alphabetical order. The only drawback in using these records is 
that if the yeoman (F) is listed only in a naval district, it is difficult to reconstruct the 
department and learn who she worked with. 

A muster roll lists the name and rank of a person. In most rolls, the female yeomen are listed 
as yeoman (F) rather than yeoman. Women also filled jobs other than yeomen, and their 
ranks would reflect that they were electricians or worked in a munitions factory. The rolls also 
indicate where and when a yeoman enlisted, when she was received at her duty station, and 
what department she worked for. 

The muster rolls also list changes in a person's service, either in a separate section or in a 
column on the regular roll. Changes included promotions, demotions, arrivals, transfers, and 
even death. The muster rolls contain the most information about the yeomen (F) besides the 
service records. 

During the First World War, as in any war, the government investigated people who were 
suspected of committing espionage, sabotage, or general troublemaking. The Espionage Act 
of 1917 made it illegal to interfere with an Allied victory and defined interference as spying, 
promoting the enemy, and speaking out against the war or recruitment. Within Record Group 
38, Records of the Chief of Naval Operations, are the records of the Office of Naval 
Intelligence. One of the many tasks ONI performed was to investigate internal naval matters 
from troublesome personnel to counterespionage. 

The yeomen (F) were not above suspicion. Yeoman 1st Class Hattie C. Bansemer served in the 
Second Naval District as a switchboard operator at the Communications Office at the Naval 
Base in New London, Connecticut. In early 1918, the authorities accused her father, Gottlieb 
Benjamin Bansemer, of having pro-German sympathies and arrested him for violating the 
Espionage Act.1 Bansemer, a German immigrant and prominent citizen in Hartford, 

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/prologue/2006/fall/images/enrollment-l.jpg
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Connecticut, owned a coal company. The Office of Naval Intelligence's (ONI) file on the 
Bansemers contains several affidavits from co-workers and peers testifying to Gottlieb's anti-
American and pro-German sentiments. 

Even though the ONI did not find any evidence of any disloyalty, the Navy dismissed Yeoman 
Hattie Bansemer on September 16, 1918, because of the sensitive nature of her job. In 
October 1918, Hattie filed a formal request to be reinstated.2 In 1919, through an advocate in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, Hattie appealed to the Navy Department to have the 
nature of her discharge changed from dishonorable to honorable.3 The appeal was 
successful, and her military service record indicates an honorable discharge. 

https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/fall/yeoman-f.html#nt2
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/fall/yeoman-f.html#nt3


 



Enlarge 
After congressional intervention, the Bureau of Navigation repealed Yeoman (F) Hattie 
Bansemer s dishonorable discharge and gave her an honorable discharge. (Records of the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, RG 38) 
Yeoman Bansemer's file was located in the confidential correspondence files from 1913 to 
1924. The confidential correspondence files have both an alphabetical name index and a 
subject/country index. The files contain all the information filed by ONI that was relevant to 
their investigations. In the case of Yeoman Bansemer, her file contains a wealth of 
genealogical information because the Navy investigated her and her family's background. 
This includes places and dates of birth, their address at the time of the investigation, and 
affidavits that include names of co-workers and neighbors as well as names of employers. 

The last major resource is Record Group 45, Records of the Office of Naval Records and 
Library. This record group comprises different types of naval records beginning with the 
Revolutionary War Navy and includes records relating to personnel, ship construction, naval 
operations, and shore establishments. The main finding aid is Inventory 18, Inventory of the 
Naval Records Collection of the Office of Naval Records and Library. Because information 
about the yeomen (F) is contained within other documents, the researcher will need to know 
something about the subject, such as where she served or what duties she performed, to 
locate specific references. 

This is a good record group to look at if you wish to flesh out stories of the yeomen (F). The 
yeomen (F) suffered casualties during the war, although all were noncombat. According to 
published sources, between 22 and 57 yeomen (F) died in service. The causes of death include 
accidents, suicide, and influenza. A search of the "List of Officers and Enlisted Men of the 
Regular Navy and the Naval Reserve Force Who Were Reported Dead or Missing During the 
Period, 1917–19"(Entry 266), turned up a card describing the death of Yeoman Mary Agnes 
Monahan. The 3-by-5-inch card listed her name, rank, and where she was serving. It also 
listed the date, place, and cause of death. She had enlisted in the naval reserve on March 12, 
1918, in Boston, Massachusetts, and the Navy assigned her to the captain of Boston Navy 
Yard. Yeoman Monahan died in a car accident in Hampton Falls, New Hampshire, on 
September 10, 1918.4 The muster roll of the First Naval District ending September 30, 1918, 
also notes the date of her death.5 

Photographs of the yeomen (F) are located at the National Archives in College Park in Records 
of the Bureau of Construction and Repair(19-G) and Records of the Department of the Navy 
(80-N). The Naval Historical Center located at the Washington Navy Yard in Washington, D.C., 
also has a collection of records and photographs related to the yeomen (F). 

* * * 
The social impact of the yeomen (F) reached beyond merely replacing men in shore 
establishments and naval shipyards. The five-year program opened the minds of their male 
peers to the women's abilities. The service of the yeomen (F) certainly assisted in the passing 
of the 19th amendment giving women the right to vote. The yeomen (F) also created the 

https://www.archives.gov/files/publications/prologue/2006/fall/images/exoneration-l.jpg
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/fall/yeoman-f.html#nt4
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/2006/fall/yeoman-f.html#nt5


precedence that gave rise to the WAVES in the Second World War. Their example also reached 
out beyond the Navy to all services. Since the First World War, women have taken on a greater 
role in the military achieving higher ranks and decorations for their achievements. 

 

Nathaniel Patch is an archives specialist in the Modern Military Reference Branch at the 
National Archives at College Park, Maryland. He is on the Navy Reference Team and is 
currently working on a master's degree in naval history. 

 

Notes 

Special thanks to the National Military Personnel Archives for their assistance in providing 
copies of the servce records of Yeoman (F) Hattie Bansemer and Yeoman (F) Rose Volkman, 
which provided needed information that aided in the writing and illustration of this article. 

A good history of the yeomen (F) is Jean Ebbert and Marie-Beth Hall, The First, The Few, The 
Forgotten: Navy and Marine Corps Women in World War I (Annapolis, MD: U.S. Naval Institute 
Press, 2002). 

1. Subject Hattie C. Bansemer, Section One New Haven, CT, July 15, 1918; Confidential 
Correspondence, 1913–24; Office of Naval Intelligence (ONI); Records of the Chief of Naval 
Operations, Record Group (RG) 38; National Archives Building (NAB), Washington, D.C. 

2. Hattie C. Bansemer, Y1c and Gottlieb Bansemer, LNI:JJT, Oct. 16, 1918; Confidential 
Correspondence, 1913–24; ONI; RG 38; NAB. 

3. Letter from Augustine Lonergan (U.S. House of Representatives) to the Office of the Judge 
Advocate General, Navy Department, Oct. 6, 1919; Confidential Correspondence, 1913–24; 
ONI; RG 38; NAB. 

4. Monahan, Mary Agnes, Woman Yeoman 1st Class, List of Officers and Enlisted Men of the 
Regular Navy and the Naval Reserve Force Who Were Reported Dead or Missing During the 
Period 1917–19; Records of the Office of Naval Records and Library, RG 45; NAB. 

5. Muster Roll of the 1st Naval District ending 30 September 1918; Muster Rolls; Records of the 
Bureau of Navigation, RG 24; NAB. 
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Naval History and Heritage Command 

 
WOMEN IN THE NAVY 

The following background material is provided for information of the press in conjunction with the 
establishment of the Women's Reserve, U.S. Naval Reserve. 

The Navy Nurse Corps 

The Navy Nurse Corps was established by Congress in 1908, but at that time no provision was made for 
rank or rating comparable to the Navy's male personnel. While they have never held actual rank, the 
Navy nurses have since been accorded privileges similar to those of officers. 

Under a congressional enactment approved by President Roosevelt on July 3, 1942, members of the 
Navy Nurse Corps were granted relative rank. This means that while they are not actually commissioned 
officers, they hold rank corresponding to that of officers in the Naval service. 

Miss Sue S. Dauser, of Anaheim, Orange County, California, is Superintendent of the Navy Nurse Corps 
and has a rank relative to that of a Lieutenant Commander. She has served in the Corps since 1917, and 
has been Superintendent since 1939. 

YEOMEN (F) 

During March, 1917, as the United States was reaching her final decision to enter the World War, the 
Navy's need for clerical assistance was far greater than had been anticipated. Shore stations, whose 
activities had been increased by the preparation for war, were asking for assistance. Secretary of the 
Navy Josephus Daniels in describing the situation stated: 

"There was no appropriation to pay civilians for the work that was immediately necessary. Every bureau 
and naval establishment appealed for clerks and stenographers. How could they be secured at once? 
The Civil Service Commission could not furnish a tithe of the number required, even if there had been 
the money to pay them. 

"`Is there any law that says a yeoman must be a man?' I asked my legal advisers. The answer is that 
there was not, but that only men had heretofore been enlisted. The law did not say `male.' 

"`Then enroll women in the Naval Reserve as yeomen,' I said, `and we will have the best clerical 
assistance the country can provide.'" 

This was done under provisions of the Act of August 29, 1916, which established the Naval Reserve 
Force To be composed of six classes: 
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First. The Fleet Naval Reserve. 
Second. The Naval Reserve 
Third. The Naval Auxiliary Reserve 
Fourth. The Naval Coast Defense Reserve 
Fifth. The Volunteer Naval Reserve 
Sixth. Naval Reserve Flying Corps. 

The Naval Coast Defense Reserve was to be composed of: 

"Members of the Naval Reserve Force who may be capable of performing special useful service in the 
Navy or in connection with the Navy in defense of the coast shall be eligible for membership in the Naval 
Coast Defense Reserve. 

The Navy Department sent the following letter on March 19, 1917, to all Commandants of Naval 
Districts on the Enrollment of women in the Naval Coast Defense Reserve: 

"1. The following decision of the Navy Department is quoted for your information:-- May women be 
enrolled in the Naval Coast Defense Reserve? After a careful reading of that part of the Act of August 29, 
1916, which created the Naval Reserve Force, of which the Naval Coast Defense Reserve is a class, 
nothing can be found which would prohibit the enrollment in the Naval Reserve Force and in the class 
mentioned of women. On the contrary, it is believed that their enrollment was contemplated. You are 
informed, therefore, that women may be enrolled in the this class of the Naval Reserve Force." 

2. The Bureau authorizes the enrollment of women in the Naval Coast Defense Reserve in the ratings of 
yeomen, electrician (radio) or in such other ratings as the Commandant may consider essential to the 
district organizations. 

3. In making monthly report of personnel, a separate list shall be submitted of women reservists in the 
Naval Coast Defense Reserve." 

Immediately after the United States went to war against the Central Powers the enrollment of women 
was taken up on a large scale in order to release enlisted men for active service at sea. As a result a total 
of 11,275 Yeomen (F) were in service at the time the armistice was signed and most of the immense 
volume of clerical work at the Navy Department, in addition to many highly important special duties, 
was being handled by them. 

In addition to the purely clerical duties performed by the Yeomen (F), others served as translators, 
draftsmen, fingerprint-experts, camouflage designers and recruiting agents. Five Yeomen (F), enlisted in 
the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, served with hospital units in France. One served in connection with 
the operations of the office of Naval Intelligence in Puerto Rico. 

Yeomen (F) were stationed at Guam, the Panama Canal zone and Hawaii, in addition to the United 
States and France. About 300 marinettes, as the feminine enlisted personnel of the Marine Corps was 
designated, were on duty during the war. Most of them were stationed at Marine Corps Headquarters at 
the Navy Department although a number performed reliable service in connection with Marine Corps 
recruiting. 

(Attached are summaries showing Yeomen (F) on active duty as of April 1, 1917 to July 1, 1919, and 
number of Yeomen (F) enrolled, listed according to states of residence.) 



All Yeomen (F) were released from active duty by July 31, 1919, and to them Secretary Daniels sent the 
Following message: 

"It is with deep gratitude for the splendid service rendered by the Yeomen (F) during our national 
emergency that I convey to them the sincere appreciation of the Navy Department for their patriotic 
cooperation. 

As enrollments had been made for four years, the Yeomen (F) were continued on the rolls of the Navy in 
inactive status and received the retainer pay of $12.00 a year until the expiration of enlistment, when 
they are discharged from the Naval Service. 

A large number of women who had been on duty in the Navy Department and at Navy Yards and 
Stations, were given temporary appointments to same or similar positions under the Civil Service, but 
had pass an examination given by the Commission to qualify for permanent appointment. The former 
Yeomen (F) who had received honorable discharges were included in provisions for military preference 
and allowed an increase of five per cent on Civil Service ratings. They were included in all subsequent 
benefits affecting World War Veterans. 

(Enlistments by States) 
Alabama - 21 
Alaska - 0 
Arizona - 3 
Arkansas - 12 
California - 557 
Colorado - 17 
Connecticut - 315 
Delaware - 5 
District of Columbia - 1,874 
Florida - 31 
Georgia - 30 
Idaho - 6 
Illinois - 210 
Indiana - 45 
Iowa - 47 
Kansas - 32 
Kentucky - 35 
Louisiana - 128 
Maine - 72 
Maryland - 418 
Massachusetts - 1,324 
Michigan - 49 
Minnesota - 80 
Mississippi - 36 
Missouri - 40 
Montana - 13 
Nebraska - 11 



Nevada - 4 
New Hampshire - 80 
New Jersey - 352 
New Mexico - 1 
New York - 2,329 
North Carolina - 190 
North Dakota - 10 
Ohio - 207 
Oklahoma - 33 
Oregon - 79 
Pennsylvania - 1,067 
Rhode Island - 235 
South Carolina - 143 
South Dakota - 11 
Tennessee - 53 
Texas - 107 
Utah - 20 
Virginia - 1,071 
Washington - 179 
West Virginia - 137 
Wisconsin - 92 
Wyoming - 2 
Guam - 0 
Hawaii - 24 
Philippines - 0 
Puerto Rico - 0 
Samoa - 0 
Others - 29 
No Residence - 10 
Virgin Islands - 0 
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Corbett, Margaret Darst  
Overview 

Works: 17 works in 78 publications in 6 languages and 430 library holdings  

Genres: Popular works   

Roles: Author 

Classifications: RE992.O7, 617.75 

Publication Timeline 
ByPosthumously byAbout1930…1934…1938…1942…1946…1950…1954…1958…1962…1966…1970…1974…
1978…1982…1986…1990…1994…1998…2002…2006…2010…2014…2018… 

 By Posthumously by About 

1930-1932 0 0 0 

1932-1934 5 0 0 

1934-1936 0 0 0 

1936-1938 0 0 0 

1938-1940 10 0 0 

1940-1942 0 0 0 

1942-1944 10 0 0 

1944-1946 0 0 0 

1946-1948 5 0 0 

1948-1950 10 0 0 

1950-1952 10 0 0 

1952-1954 15 0 0 

1954-1956 15 0 0 
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 By Posthumously by About 

1956-1958 10 0 0 

1958-1960 0 0 0 

1960-1962 0 0 0 

1962-1964 10 0 0 

1964-1966 0 0 0 

1966-1968 0 5 0 

1968-1970 0 10 0 

1970-1972 0 10 0 

1972-1974 0 10 0 

1974-1976 0 10 0 

1976-1978 0 10 0 

1978-1980 0 5 0 

1980-1982 0 10 0 

1982-1984 0 0 0 

1984-1986 0 10 0 

1986-1988 0 5 0 

1988-1990 0 5 0 

1990-1992 0 10 0 

1992-1994 0 10 0 

1994-1996 0 5 0 

1996-1998 0 0 0 

1998-2000 0 5 0 

2000-2002 0 0 0 

2002-2004 0 0 0 

2004-2006 0 0 0 

2006-2008 0 10 0 

2008-2010 0 0 0 

2010-2012 0 10 0 

2012-2014 0 0 0 

2014-2016 0 5 0 

2016-2018 0 0 0 

2018-2020 0 0 0 

2020-2022 0 0 0 
 
 
 
 



Most widely held works by Margaret Darst Corbett  
Help yourself to better sight by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
41 editions published between 1949 and 2006 in 5 languages and held by 190 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  
 
El secreto del arte de ver es el reposo y la relajación de los músculos, y ésta es la base del metodo Bates, el mejor 
sistema de entrenamiento para la vista. Este manual comtempla ejercicios especiales para todo los tipos de defectos 
visuales: Miopía, presbicia, visión, débil, daltonismo, vista cansada y forzada, ojos bizcos y tensión de los nervios 
oculares 

How to improve your sight; simple daily drills in relaxation by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
7 editions published between 1953 and 1956 in English and held by 105 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

How to improve your eyes; simple daily drills in relaxation by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
10 editions published between 1938 and 1953 in English and held by 81 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

A quick guide to better vision; how to have good eyesight without glasses by Margaret Darst Corbett( 

Book ) 
 
2 editions published in 1957 in English and held by 20 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

Vea más sin anteojos by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
3 editions published between 1990 and 2006 in Spanish and held by 16 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

Yoga des yeux by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
3 editions published between 1979 and 1992 in French and held by 5 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

How to improve your sight : the natural way to correct eye troubles, based on the Bates Method 
of scientific relaxation by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
1 edition published in 1975 in English and held by 3 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

Simple daily drills in relaxation by Margaret Darst Corbett( Book ) 

 
1 edition published in 2010 in English and held by 2 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  
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Das Mosaik von Otranto : Darst., Deutung u. Bilddokumentation by Walter Haug( Book ) 

 
1 edition published in 1977 in German and held by 2 WorldCat member libraries worldwide  

The Bates method for better eyesight without glasses by William Horatio Bates( Book ) 

 
1 edition published in 1990 in Russian and held by 1 WorldCat member library worldwide  
 
An updated edition detailing the "Bates method", a technique which claims to retrain the eye so contact lenses and 
glasses are no longer needed. The method aims to restore sight by using exercises to relax the eye muscles before 
retraining the eyes to focus effectively 
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Useful Links 
• Virtual International Authority File.  
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• Wikidata.  

Languages 
English (37) 
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French (10) 
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History of Ben Avon Heights 
The Borough of Ben Avon Heights is situated on a hill above the Ohio River just nine miles from the city of 
Pittsburgh. The original land belonged to the farms of Samuel Taylor and John Wilson. In 1906 Walter P. Fraser of 
Ben Avon bought 84 acres on the former Taylor farm and used forty of the acres to build the Ben Avon Country Club 
and golf course. He opened up the rest of the property for a residential development, calling the area Ben Avon 
Heights. The rural site attracted Pittsburghers who wanted summer homes. A complete history of the formation of 
Ben Avon Heights Borough is available.  

The approximately two square mile area Borough is now primarily a residential community with 142 homes, a lovely 
community park, and one commercial property, the Shannopin Country Club.eights Bor 

Ben Avon Heights Borough ... Two Men, Two Plans, One 
Community 
Two businessmen, Walter Pringle Fraser and John Ibbotson Thompson, were responsible for turning farmland into 
the suburban residential community of Ben Avon Heights. 

 

Fraser Plan 
Walter Pringle Fraser was born in 1872 in Allegheny County, now a part of the city of Pittsburgh. He eventually 
moved to Bonnie Brae, a large house he built at the corner of Dickson and Perrysville Avenues in Ben Avon. He was a 
developer in Brighton Heights and Morewood Heights in Pittsburgh as well as Ben Avon Heights. He married Sarah 
Hathaway. They had four children, a daughter Janet who later married Mahlon E. Lewis, a second daughter Helen, 
and two sons, John and Stephen. Fraser died in 1936. 

In 1910, Fraser bought eighty three acres from Samuel Taylor and his wife Agnes for $55,000. Taylor's grandfather, 
John Taylor, had settled on the land around 1800. Taylor kept a few acres around his house which stands at 9 
Oxford Road. Fraser quickly divided his purchase into 81 building lots and Ben Avon Country Club. This became the 
Ben Avon Heights Plan of lots. Nine of the lots were on Norwood Avenue and eventually dropped from the plan. The 
revised plan of lots was recorded with the county in 1911. The golf course was not successful. It closed in 1917, 
making way for the Shannopin Country Club. In 1926 Fraser subdivided the course adding 33 more lots. In 1933, the 
land in his plan was incorporated as the Borough of Ben Avon Heights. 

http://benavonheightsborough.com/index.html
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Fraser began to sell the lots in 1910. He hired an architect, Earl DeForest Stonerod, to design houses. By early 1911, 
Fraser had begun to build houses on some of the lots with “nifty effects in stone and shingle cottages in Ben Avon 
Heights.” 

Fraser brought more than houses to Ben Avon Heights. He was described by William Neely, a resident of Ben Avon 
Heights, as bringing to the Borough “an aura of high morals”. He may not have entirely successful in this. Another 
later resident, Norman Ward, suggested that the first golf course failed because there was no Sunday golf or alcohol 
on the course. 

Fraser's faith led him to take an active interest in the community. He served as the Chairman of the Woods Run 
Relief Committee and was active in the Associated Charities of Pittsburgh. He was one of the Founders of Suburban 
General Hospital. He was described by Neely as generous with his contributions. He also founded the Christian 
Laymen's Association of Pittsburgh. He served as its General Secretary. The motto of the Laymen's Association of 
Pittsburgh was “a yielded will, the power of prayer, the morning watch and witnessing for Christ daily.” The Christian 
Laymen's Association national movement with Associations in a number of cities. The Laymen's Association in 
Pittsburgh began with a group of men forming a fellowship for Bible study, leadership training and recreation. The 
Association began with meetings at the downtown YMCA. Fraser had built a conference hall and clay tennis courts on 
Stratford Road as part of his development. In 1926, Fraser transferred the hall to the Association with a provision 
that allowed him to take back the property in five years. In addition to serving the Association, the hall was rented by 
the Borough for Council meetings and as a polling place. 

 

He wrote a book, Life Principals or the Science of Human Nature, which was published by the Laymen's Association in 
1924. In it, he promotes "Practical Imagination," the ability to separate cause from effect, or impressions from facts. 
He credits Jesus Christ and Sigmund Freud, "the Columbus of the mind," as his inspiration. 

Fraser had ties to a number of educational institutions. Fraser sold five lots along New Brighton Road to Muskingum 
College in 1917 for $1.00. He served on the Board of Trustees of Wheaton College for a term that ended in 1931. His 
daughter, Janet, earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Wheaton in 1929. 

In 1926, he bought the Asheville School, a prep school in Asheville, North Carolina. He changed the name of the 
school to the Asheville School for Training in Christian Leadership in his quest to create a theological seminary. He 
was also interested in the land owned by the school for development. The relationship between Fraser and the 
school's staff was not a smooth one. He fired several faculty members who resisted the change in mission at the 
school. In 1928, the school's headmaster proposed that the school's alumni should buy the school. In 1929, Fraser 



offered to sell it for $600,000. The sale was completed in 1930. The school survived the turmoil and the depression. 
It is in operation today. Fraser did not develop any of the school's property. Fraser became less active in Ben Avon 
Heights development by the end of the 1920s. A combination of poor health, business reverses and the difficulties 
with the Asheville School may have contributed to this. 

Thompson Plan 

 

John Ibbotson Thompson’s biography is less colorful than Fraser's, but no less impressive. He was born to English 
parents in Braddock, Pennsylvania in 1883. He and his wife Osa Adelaide Thompson lived for a while in Youngstown, 
Ohio. He worked as a draftsman. By 1919, they were living in Ben Avon and he was working as the chief engineer for 
the Koppers Company. The Koppers Company at that time specialized in turing carbon coal tar. He was active in Ben 
Avon Heights before be built a house for himself at 21 Devon. Thompson was one founding members and president 
of the Shannopin Country Club. 

Beginning in 1926, son and a partner, Samuel Johnston, bought five parcels of land to the west of Penhurst in 
Kilbuck Township and divided them into building lots. Most of the land had been part of the Wilson farm. By 1930, 
Johnston had moved to Phoenix, Arizona. He sold his interest in the development to Thompson. The Thompson plan 
lots were considerably larger than the lots in the Fraser plan. 

The Wilson farm had been settled by William Dickson in 1789. In 1864, three brothers, William, John and Alexander 
Wilson, bought about 140 acres from Dickson's grandson. The brothers were in the livery business in Allegheny City 
and needed pasture for horses. They did not settle on the land until William's son Nelson built a home in 1905. The 
house still stands at the corner of Wilson Drive and Newgate Road. 

R. S. Koehler, the grandson of one of the purchasers of the Thompson plan lots, described Thompson as "a wealthy 
executive of a Pittsburgh manufacturing corporation and [who] had developed the land more in the vein of a hobby 
than an investment." 

In 1930, Thompson was living at 21 Devon Lane in what was still Kilbuck Township with his wife, two daughters, 
Ruth and Jane, mother-in-law, Ida Tilson, and a servant, Jean Machinski. lhe house had been completed in 1929. At 
the same time, the Koppers Company was building the Koppers Building, the Art Deco-style skyscraper on Seventh 
Avenue. As the company's chief engineer, he had some involvement in this project. Stone from the excavation for the 
office building was used in the construction of his own home. The style has been described as Norman Gothic. 

He died suddenly in 1938. After his death, his wife moved to Banbury Lane. His house on Devon was bought by 
Fraser's daughter Janet, and her husband Mahlon Lewis. 

The Plan completed the division of the land into residential building lots on Wilson Drive, Devon Lane, and Kent 
Road. In 1936, the Borough annexed the Thompson Plan. By the 2010 census, the Borough included 142 houses, a 
community park, and the club house of the Shannopin Country Club. 
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A Norman Rockwell Kind Of Community 

 

American journalist Ellen Goodman wrote ...what the next generation will value most is not what we owned but the 
evidence of who we were and the tales of how we loved. In the end, it's the family stories that are worth the 
storage." 

We are able to truly celebrate our community's Centennial in 2013 because so many "story keepers" have cared 
enough to share what life was like in Ben Avon Heights throughout its history. 

 

Gertrude Webb Scandrett's granddaughter, Liz Tafel-Hurley shared a memoir of her grandmother, written in 1933, 
where she described her first Ben Avon Heights home on 3 Briar Cliff Road. "My home is on top of a hill.. .on the 
outside edge of a small community of homes.... There are no houses near mine and none in front... The apple 
orchard on the opposite hillside blooms in all its glory of pink and white.. .. We have the attractions of the country 
with all the advantages of the city." Her home remained in the Scandrett family from 1922 until the mid-sixties. Two 
of Gertrude’s siblings (Marie Webb Neely and Donaldson Webb) also bought homes in the Heights around the same 
time and their children eventually became homeowners as well! Together this extended family owned 8 homes 
throughout the 20th century. Mary Bet (Neely) Hummel, Gertrude's niece and our former borough tax collector, lived 
a record 88 years of her life in Ben Avon Heights! 

 

http://www.designity.org/


Harry Felix, whose family lived at 9 New Brighton Road in the late 30s, and his neighbor, Norm Ward, (a former 
Council President who lived in several homes in the Heights for nearly 85 years), recalled street hockey on Banbury, 
and pickup baseball, softball and football games with their friends at the playground. At that time "it was nothing but 
an open field with a three-foot stone wall toward the west end... (and,) on any given summer evening a throng 
ofparents and children would gather and sit on the stone wall to kibitz and watch the game." 

In the 20s and 30s, many residents hard on the remembered sledding, blooms in all skiing and tobogganing on 
Canterbury in front of Shannopin. Some children, according to Mary Bet Hummel shedded "all the way down 
Perrysville to Forest Avenue in Ben Avon... and then onto the Emsworth railroad station. Once or twice a night was 
enough, considering the walk back up." Howard Fisher recalled sledding on a one-lane unpaved road, which is now 
New Brighton Road, from oxford Road to the site of the current Avalon Fire Hall. 

 

Many of our stories and photos captured memories of multi-generations of neighbors, related and non-related, 
gathering together in homes for simple, wholesome fun. Nancy Stevens, youngest of the five children of Adie and 
Kathryn Stevens, shared her fondest memories from growing up in the 50s on One Oxford Road: 

"There were plenty of kids from plenty of families, ofall ages. We played endlessly on that street. There was a nightly 
game of kickball or softball or Wiffle ball as long as the weather would bear. I remember huge games of tag and hide 
and seek. I remember not wanting to be the person who put kickball on Arthur’s well-manicured lawn. 

 

It was a close-knit community. The Neelys always had the best Fourth of July parties. My pals, Claire Struble and 
Sally Neely and I were inseparable. The Neelys would allow us to watch Saturday morning cartoons and the three of 
us would sit in their back room and make confetti out of church bulletins and make wax hands. I remember sucking 
the honeysuckle bushes up by the Wallace's. Mostly I have thefondest memories of the safety and love which 
surrounded that bubble of Oxford Road. I thought I knew everybody but more importantly, everyone knew me. We 
werefree to run around the neighborhood and endlessly explore. I have such warm memories of friends andfamilies 
and activities." 

Kathryn Boyd Stakelin recalled and shared photos of the annual Square Dance parties at Shannopin for both young 
and old. "This was done in the mid to late 1950s. The Behrhorsts and I think the Stevens and another family hosted 
the party. They had live callers and fiddlers. Everyone looked forward to this event during Christmas Holidays, and 
everyone in the Heights came." 



 

One of the favorite events from the mid70s to early 80s was the annual Christmas Party held at Lucy and Ed 
McMillin's home on the first day of Christmas vacation. The eveningbegan with caroling throughout the 
neighborhood, led by Ed McMillin ringing sleigh bells, and then returning to the McMillin's festive kitchen for a high-
spirited taffy pull and some kid-friendly and adult wassail. Susan McMillin Gebhard recalled "everyone's hands were 
buttered, and the taffy was carefully poured on the marble slabs. The designated coolers would turn the taffy with 
wooden spoons on the marble until it was cool enough to handle, and then folks would literally work in pairs to 
"pull".. . . Finally, the taffy was twisted into a rope and laid out on the marble. Right before everyone went home, it 
was smacked against the marble to break into bite-sized pieces, rolled in powdered sugar, and wrapped in plastic. As 
an aside, the McMillin household was FOREVER repainting various walls in and around that enormous kitchen to get 
rid of sticky buttery handprints from Christmases past!" 

 

For years, rumor (perhaps by the borough's jokester, Bob Kiser) has it that the borough had its very own "Tooth 
Fairy Elf," aka Arlene Grubbs. Apparently, when children lost their baby teeth, Arlene (whose own children were 
much past that stage) was the go-to person, and she was responsible for getting that message to the Tooth 
Fairy...or was SHE the tooth fairy? 

Neighborhood haunted houses cropped up in basements and garages during the next couple of decades, at the 
Jacksons' home at 12 Kent Road and later at the Larimers' home at 9 Oxford. For weeks, the teenagers and adults 
worked together to create the props and mazes that became more frightening every year! Children who survived got 
hot chocolate and punch outside. Entry fees were donated to Children's Hospital. 

 

It was not unusual that many of the older residents whose families had grown and moved away acted as "rent-a-
Grandparents" to their neighbors. The Radcliffe girls, whose grandparents weren't nearby, remember adopting Helen 



and Stephen Emery in the 80s for their school's Grandparents Day and spending afternoons in their living room. It 
was a treat for both generations to have their special "dates" alone. 

Our neighbors have always taken care of the little ones, but one of the nicest treats for mommies of newborns is the 
"new baby meal train." Prepared meals are delivered by neighbors. This tradition has been going on for decades and 
not only keeps the family well fed for 7-10 days, but also provides a great parenting network for the new mom. 

Many former neighbors returning to Ben Avon Heights in 2013 will likely notice some changes to the neighborhood 
where they used to live and play. What hasn't changed, though, is the wonderful sense of community that everyone 
remembered. It is this magic, preserved for one hundred years, that explains why both former and current residents 
universally describe Ben Avon Heights as a very special place to grow up and raise a family. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
1. Which house in Ben Avon Heights was originally built as a hunting camp? 
2. Which house has the remnants of a duck pin bowling alley in its basement? 
3. What property was the site of a small home known as "The Newlywed's Cottage?" 
4. Which house has a fully stocked bomb shelter in its basement? 
5. What property had an airplane observation tower in its backyard during WWII? 
6. Which home was originally built with a system of tear gas panic buttons? 
7. What two homes were designed by a student of Frank Lloyd Wright? 
8. What property has the remnants of the original well for the Wilson Farm in its backyard? 
9. What property had a 4 foot tall sculpture of a lion in its front yard for 47 years before it was removed in 

1972? 
10. Which house was the home of the Senator from Utah Orrin Hatch in the 1960s? 
11. Which house has a fully restored working Frigidaire from the 1920s? 

DID YOU KNOW Answers 
1. 4 Perrysville Road 
2. 10 Oxford Road 
3. 11 Oxford Road 
4. 10 Wilson Drive 
5. 3 Biddeford Road 
6. 4 Kent Road 
7. 2 & 8 Canterbury Road 
8. 50 Wilson Drive 
9. 11 Penhurst Road 
10. 21 Wilson Drive 
11. Canterbury Road 
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Earl DeForest Stonerod (Architect) 
Male, US, born 03/06/1889, died 06/14/1971 

Associated with the firm network  

Stonerod, Earl D., Architect 

 

Professional History 
Architectural Draftsman, Ben Avon Borough, Pittsburgh, PA, c. 1918; 

Personal 
Born in PA, Stonerod resided at 184 Perrysville Avenue, Ben Avon Borough, Pittsburgh, PA, with his 
family in 1910. He lived in La Crescenta, CA, in 04/1930 at 3030 Frances Avenue. They owned this house 
at the time, valued at $5,000. He and his wife Doris had moved to OR by 1961, when she received a 
Social Security card there. 

His father, David R., (born c. 1855 in PA) worked as a salesman for a flour company in 1910; his mother, 
Fannie L., (born c. 1851 in PA), worked in the home. At this time, Earl lived at home with his brothers 
Paul (born c. 1876 in PA) and Thomas M. (born c. 1893 in CA); Paul sold cash registers for a living. 

He married Doris Car Stonerod, born 09/18/1906 in MO; they married when she was 18 and he was 36. 
She died in Roseburg, OR, 04/01/1974. 

He and Doris Stonerod had a son, David C., born c. 1926 in CA. 

SSN: 546-14-8014; Stonerod died at age 82 in Roseburg, OR. In 1918, Stonerod's Draft Registration Card 
described him as having hazel eyes and black hair and being of short stature. 

 

 

Associated Locations 
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Name Date City State 

1554-1560 South Saint Andrews Place Apartment Building, Los 
Angeles, CA 

1936 Los 
Angeles 

CA 
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Thank you, Earl, for designing the beautiful 1921 classic Cape Cod style house 
on 549 S. Arden Blvd, in the Windsor Square-Hancock Park area of Los 

https://www.findagrave.com/user/profile/47572417
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/133441867/earl-deforest-stonerod/photo


Angeles. My husband and I were its 5th owners, living in it with our son for 11 
happy years, from 2001 to 2012. Read less   

Left by Joan Stewart Smith on 8 Sep 2015  
EAR 
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The Graceful Lines of Streamline Moderne : The excitement over speed, as typified in the era's fast 
trains and ocean liners, was picked up by architects for their design of houses and commercial 
buildings.  

SOUTHLAND HOME STYLES: One of an occasional series exploring the varied architectural styles of 
Southern California. 

February 11, 1990|LEON WHITESON | Whiteson is a Los Angeles free-lancer who writes on architectural 
topics.  

In the 1937 movie "Shall We Dance," Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers and a couple of mutts did their 
"Walking the Dog" number on the promenade deck of an ocean liner, whirling their way into America's 
heart against a backdrop of curved white steel and shiny black linoleum. 

The movie's set, modeled on the sleek French transatlantic liner Normandie, mirrored the popularity of 
the 1930s Streamline Moderne style that influenced the shape of everything from cameras to cars, from 
kitchen stoves to residential and commercial architecture. 

Streamline Moderne houses, with their aerodynamic curves, smooth white stucco surfaces and 
contrasting black-and-silver interiors, mimicked the shapes of sleek ships, trains and planes whose clean 
lines parted the waves and cleaved the air. 

The houses' designs were influenced by the excitement of speed that seized the nation during the 1930s 
and distracted its attention from the ravages of the Great Depression. 

 

"Streamlining is the first new and uniquely American approach that the public could associate with 
progress and a better life," declared Henry Dreyfuss, designer of the famous 20th Century Limited 
streamlined locomotive that linked New York and Los Angeles in the late 1930s. 

Dreyfuss added that all designers learned a great deal about clean, graceful design from streamlining. 
"We learned to junk useless protuberances and ugly corners," he said. 

Although Streamline Moderne, which achieved its greatest sophistication in Los Angeles and Miami 
Beach--where it is also known as Tropical Deco--is uniquely American, some of its inspiration is 
European. 

Streamline's distinctive white walls, flat roofs and strip windows were derived from the European 
International style developed by the German Bauhaus and from Le Corbusier's 1930 Villa Savoye at 
Poissy, France. 

The purely American inspiration was to marry the functional International Style with the sensuously 
romantic--and totally nonfunctional--curves of streamlining. 

In its heyday, Streamline Moderne was known simply as "the smart style." Much favored by Hollywood 
and mirrored in imaginative movie sets designed by art directors such as William Cameron Menzies, 
Streamline Moderne houses sprang up from Silver Lake to Santa Monica. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1990/feb/11


Actor Wallace Beery built himself a Streamline Moderne hideaway on Martel Avenue in West Hollywood 
in 1936. Designed by William P. Kesling, the Beery house features the typical flat roof, rounded corners, 
clerestory strip windows and sleek white stucco of the style. 

Over its entry gate and at the rear outside the wide glass living room windows, Kesling's design includes 
curved, free-standing horizontal slabs perched on square pillars that are reminiscent of the service 
islands of 1930s Texaco gas stations. 

Maddie Sadofski, who now owns the Beery house, has taken great pains to restore its original 
sophistication. She has preserved the recessed chromed ceiling lights with their ribbed Pyrex panels and 
the streamlined kitchen cabinets topped by vivid yellow, black and red tiles. 

In the bathrooms, the old aluminum tiles--Streamline designers loved metallic finishes--still glisten. 

"I've always loved Streamline," Sadofski said. "I grew up in this neighborhood and coveted Beery's old 
house for 20 years before I could afford to buy it. I adore the simplicity of its lines and the essentially 
American sophistication of the style. It still delights me every time I pass through my front gate." 

In the 1930s, when Streamline style was created, the young science of aerodynamics was every 
designers' inspiration. 

"The perfect aerodynamic form was believed to be a teardrop plowing through space with the round 
end forward," Arthur Pulos wrote in his book "The American Design Ethic." 

 

Pulos commented that architecture "sought to disguise its embarrassment at being left behind by the 
airplane by doing streamlined shells." 

The Streamline Moderne style followed upon the popular 1920s Art Deco manner, epitomized in such 
Los Angeles landmarks as Bullocks Wilshire and the Wiltern Theatre. 

Sometimes known as Zigzag Moderne, Art Deco is distinguished from Streamline Moderne by its angular 
lines and exotic decoration inspired by Egyptian and Oriental motifs. 

The term Art Deco, often erroneously extended to include the Streamline style, took its name from the 
1925 Paris exhibition titled "Exposition Internationale des Arts Decoratifs. " 

Streamline Moderne designs, whether for houses or larger commercial buildings, always looked 
energetic. With its white metal balustrades and rows of porthole windows, the Coca-Cola bottling plant, 
south of downtown Los Angeles, by architect Robert Derrah looks like the Normandie under full steam. 

The charming Shangri-La Hotel on Santa Monica's oceanfront seems about to sail off into the sunset. 
The concourse at Union Station, a mixture of Spanish Colonial Revival and Streamline Moderne motifs, 
excited passengers with the prospect of fast travel. 

1 | 2 | Next 

o  
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• Streamlined for Disney 
May 31, 2007 

• Getting a Splash From the Past 
June 20, 2006 

• May Co. Building to Reopen as LACMA West 
October 22, 1998 
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William H. Bates 
 in the New York City, Compiled Marriage Index, 1600s-1800s 

• Add alternate information 
• Report issue 

Name: William H. Bates 

Spouse Name: Edith H. Ritchel 

Marriage Date: 1888 

Marriage Place: Manhattan, New York, New York 
 

  

Marriage ID: 0000029458 

Certificate Number: 12655 

Other Comments: See Family History Library catalog for films 1543971-
1562446 (Manhattan) and Film 1653852 (Brooklyn), 
for actual certificate. 

 
  

Source: Marriage Registers, Extracts from Manhattan (1869-
1880) and Brooklyn (1895-1897) 

Publisher: Dept. of Health, Division of Vital Statistics, New York. 

Publication Place: New York, NY 
 

https://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=7854
https://www.ancestry.com/feedback/reportissue?rp=RD&backurl=http%3a%2f%2fsearch.ancestry.com%2fcgi-bin%2fsse.dll%3fdbid%3d7854%26h%3d78156%26indiv%3dtry%26o_vc%3dRecord%3aOtherRecord%26rhSource%3d7854


OF AMERICAN BIOGRAPHY. 383

lands. In 1913 President Wilson appointed him
U.S. district attorney for the eastern district
of Louisiana, an office he held until 1917 when
he resumed the practice of law at Napoleon-
ville, Convent and New Orleans, with Paul M.
Lambremont and his son Walter Guion, Jr. In
1918 he was appointed XT.S. senator by Governor
Pleasant to fill the unexpired term of Robert
Broussard but was not a candidate to succeed
himself in the following November elections.
After 1919 most of his time was spent in New
Orleans. Guion brought a high and keen sense
of duty to his various professional, official and
political activities. He possessed a broad
knowledge of the law and its application and
on the bench upheld the best traditions of the
Louisiana bar. As a member of the senate he
actively supported the Democratic measures for
conducting the World war. His war service was
as chairman of the second division of the east
ern Louisiana district draft board and member
of the Louisiana state council of defense. He
was a member of the Louisiana State and New
Orleans bar associations, and the Protestant
Episcopal church. He was married Feb. 14,
1874, to Sue, daughter of Francis P. Webb, of
Assumption parish, and of their eight children
four grew to maturity: George Seth; Louise
Vivian, wife of Frederick J. Foxlcy; Sue Webb,
wife of Eugene M. Jackson, and Walter Guion.
He died in New Orleans, La., Feb. 8, 1927.
SCHENCK, Isaac Van Wart, clergyman, was
born at White Plains, N.Y., Dec. 6, 1844, son of
Rev. Elias Samuel and Anna (Van Wart)
Schenck. His father held pastorates in New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York and con
ducted a school of his own at White Plains,
N.Y., taught at Lindenwood college, St. Charles,
Mo., and was principal of Braincrd institute,
Cranbury, N.J. He served through the Civil
war as captain of company R, 33d Mo. volun
teer infantry, which he raised. His mother was
the granddaughter of Isaac Van Wart, one of
the three captors of Major John Andre, the
British spy in the Revolutionary war. The son
was educated at Westminster college, Fulton,
Mo., and at Princeton theological seminary.
Ordained a minister of the Presbyterian church
in 1869, his first charge was the Hamilton
Square (N.J.) Presbyterian Church. Subse
quently he was pastor of the Mariner's Presby
terian Church, Philadelphia; Presbyterian Church
in Portage, Wis., 1884-87; Mt. Olivet Presby
terian Church in Brooklyn, N.Y., 1887-89;
Grace Presbyterian Church, Brooklyn, which he
organized in 1889, and the Christ Reformed
Church in Newark, N.J., where he remained
until 1899. Thereafter he had no regular charge
but preached frequently in churches in Newark
and vicinity. After 1903 he was in charge of
supplies at the city hospital in Newark. The
honorary degree of D.D. was conferred upon him
by Westminster college in 1881. He was a man
of broad culture and studious nature, deeply
devoted to his work as a minister, and a power
ful and impressive preacher. He was married
at Trenton, N.J., Nov. 10, 1870, to Caroline
Nichols, daughter of Judge William S. Yard,
and they had a daughter, Hattie Overton
Schenck. He died in Newark, N.J., Dec. 15, 1913.
EDWARDS, Victor Everett, engineer and in
ventor, was born at North Chelmsford, Mass.,
Sept. 4, 1862, son of Nathan Brown and Sibbyl
(Hutchins) Edwards, of Welsh descent. He was
graduated B.S. in mechanical engineering with

honors at Worcester polytechnic institute in 1883
and began his career as assistant chief engineer
with the Merrimack Manufacturing Co., of
Lowell, Mass. Subsequently, he was assistant
engineer with the Dean Steam Pump Co., Hol-
voke, Mass. (1885); Washburn & Moen Co.,
Worcester, Mass. (1886), and the Otis Steel Co.,
Cleveland, Ohio (1890). He went to the Morgan
Construction Co., of Worcester, as engineer in
1890 and became chief engineer and vice-presi
dent of the company. In the World war he
served in the U.S. ordnance division, both in
Washington and at the Aberdeen proving
grounds, having the rank of major. Edwards
received some 100 patents for inventions in
steel manufacturing, the most notable being his
flying shears for cutting in any desired lengths
such materials as billets and sheet bar up to a
sectional area of twenty-five square inches, also
rods, strip, rails, structural sections, barrel hoop
and cotton ties and skelp, the thin flat stock from
which pipes are rolled. The Edwards shears cut
the hot steel while in motion, thus permitting
continuous rolling. The first flying shears, in
stalled in the Jones & Laughlin Steel Co. plant
in Pittsburgh, Pa., were operated by hydraulic
power; steam was substituted later and used in
all succeeding models. All the hinged type after
the first were operated by a direct connected
steam cylinder having a large piston rod. The
moving parts of his largest shears weighed nearly
ten tons; they traveled forward and back at the
rate of fifty strokes per minute and sheared off
five inch square billets. Edwards also invented
improved cooling beds for the rolled steel, and
automatic reels for coiled materials. In later years
he made a hobby of designing unusual sun-dials.
The honorary degree of D.E. was conferred upon
him in 1927 by Worcester polytechnic institute, of
which he was a trustee. He was a member of the
American Society of Mechanical Engineers, the
Army Ordnance Association and the Iron and Steel
Institute, and was a trustee of the Massachusetts
Mutual Life Insurance Co. In religion he was a
Congregationalist. He was married Oct. 6, 1896,
to Janet, daughter of Hiram C. Gage, of Skow-
hegan, Maine, and had two children, Kenneth
Gage and Ruth Edwards. He died at West
Boylston, Mass., May 16, 1931.
BATES, William Horatio, physician, was
born in Newark, N.J., Dec. 23, 1860, the son of
Charles and Amelia (Halsey) Bates. He was
graduated A.B. at Cornell university in 1881
and received his medical degree at the college
of physicians and surgeons in 1885. Establish
ing a practice in New York city, he served for
a time as clinical assistant at the Manhattan
Eye and Ear hospital and was attending phy
sician at Bellevue hospital, 1886-88, the New
York Eye infirmary, the Northern dispensary
and the Northeastern dispensary, 1886-98. He
was an instructor in ophthalmology at the New
York Post-Graduate medical school and hospital,
1886-91. In his professional work Bates at first
devoted his attention to the various organs of
the head but finally restricted himself to the
eye alone. He resigned his hospital appoint
ments in 1896 and for several years engaged in
experimental work. After practicing for several
years at Grand Forks, N.Dak., he returned to
New York and was attending physician at the
Harlem hospital during 1907-22. In his re
searches Bates proved experimentally that the
normal fixation of the eye is central, but never
stationary, and the technique developed by him
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for treating imperfect eye sight without the
use of glasses was based on this principle. From
a physiological point of view, this technique was
but the practical application of the psycholog
ical theory of the field of consciousness, which
is predicated as a point of focus, the so-called
point of apperception, surrounded hy a field of
increasing vagueness. His method was to de
velop central fixation by training the patient in
the dual art of relaxing and focusing the eyes.
While carrying on his experiments he developed
a method of photographing the eye to reveal
changes in surface curvature as the eye func
tioned. The work is discussed in "A Study of
Images Reflected from the Cornea, Iris, Lens,
and Sclera" (N.Y. Med. Jour., May 18, 1918).
His researches on the influence of memory upon
the function of vision are described in "Memory
as an Aid to Vision" (N.Y. Med. Jour., May 24,
1919). In 1894, while seeking to determine the
therapeutic effect on the eye of the active prin
ciples of the ductless glands, he discovered the
stringent and hemostatic properties of the aque
ous extract of the suprarenal capsule, later com
mercialized as adrenalin. In 1896 he announced
this discovery in a paper read before the New
York Academy of Medicine. He introduced a
new operation for the relief of persistent deaf
ness in 1886, consisting of puncturing or in
cising the ear drum membrane. He published
a book, "Perfect Eyesight Without Glasses"
(1919), which he had to issue at his own ex
pense, expounding his theories which were for
the most part contrary to established ophthal-
mological practice. He also wrote articles de
scribing his methods. He was a member of
the New York State Medical Society and was
affiliated with the Dutch Reformed church. He
was fond of sports, especially of tennis in which
he won several awards and while living in
North Dakota was state champion. He was an
excellent runner and at the advanced age of
fifty-eight was still able to win a prize. Bates
was a quiet, modest man, a serious student of
literature and astronomy, with a fondness for
children. He was married three times: (1) in
1883, to Edith Kitchell of New York city, by
whom he had one son, Halsey Bates; she died in
1886; (2) to Margaret Crawford, who died in
1927, leaving two children, William Crawford,
and Milo Bates, wife of Charles McComb; and
(3) Aug. 9, 1928, to Mrs. Emily (Ackerman)
Licrman, daughter of Robert Ackerman, of
Newark, N.J. Bates died in New York city,
July 10, 1931.
CHITTENDEN, Frank Hurlbut, entomologist,
was born in Cleveland, Ohio, Nov. 3, 1858, son of
Seth King and Harriet Malvina (Hurlbut) Chit
tenden and a descendant of William Chittenden,
a native of Kent, England, who emigrated to
America in 1639, settling at Guilford, Conn.
Chittenden was graduated at Cornell university
in 1881 and for ten years resided in Brooklyn,
N.Y., where, in 1882, he organized the Entomo
logical Society of Brooklyn and edited "Ento-
mologica Americana" which the society estab
lished and supported. He also made an insect
collection for the society. In 1891 he accepted
the position of assistant entomologist in the U.S.
department of agriculture, bureau of entomol
ogy; in 1902 his title was changed to entomolo
gist. From 1917 until his death he was directly
in charge of truck crop insect investigations.
He was the author of "Insects Injurious to
Vegetables" (1907) and of some 360 papers, bul

letins and reports published in scientific jour
nals and by the U.S. department of agriculture.
He became especially well known, apart from his
contributions to economic entomology, for his
valuable collection of Coleoptera (weevils, bee
tles, etc.), and his classification of this excep
tionally large order. His complete collection of
insects, numbering some 70,000 specimens, is
preserved in the national museum at Washing
ton. The honorary degree of Se.D. was conferred
upon him by the Western university of Pennsyl
vania in 1904. He was a fellow of the American
Association for the Advancement of Science,
American Entomological Society, Association of
Economic Entomologists, Washington Entomo
logical Society and Washington Biological Soci
ety. As a young man he had been a skillful
baseball player and his interest in the game con
tinued throughout life; he was also a philatelist.
He died, unmarried, in Washington, DC, Sept.
15, 1929.
TUTTLE, George Webster, industrialist, was
born at Pigeon Cove, Mass., Nov. 24, 1866, son
of Daniel Webster and Jane (Frazier) Tuttle.
In his youth he joined the Gloucester fishing
fleet, in a schooner owned by his uncle, Capt.
John C. Fears. Failing to obtain a master mari
ner's license, owing to color blindness, he ob
tained employment in a hotel at Lakewood, N.J.,
and thereafter he was identified with the hotel
business. In 1905 he went to Briarcliff Manor,
N.Y., as manager of the Poeantico lodge and
Briarcliff farms. As treasurer of the Briarcliff
Realty Co., he became interested in community
development in Westchester county. He suc
ceeded in having the Bronx river parkway
routed through Briarcliff out of New York city,
rather than through Pleasantville and Chappa-
qua, and was responsible for the organization of
the Pine Plains District Nursing Association, the
Dutchess County Community Church services and
the Briarcliff Community Club. Tuttle was a
director of the Mt. Pleasant Bank & Trust Co.
and the Mt. Pleasant Safe Deposit Co. of Pleas
antville, N.Y., and a member of the Masonic
order, the New York State Hotel Association and
Briar Hills Country Club. In politics he was a
Republican. He was twice married: (1) at West
Troy, N.Y., June 3, 1886, to Elizabeth, daughter
of Harlow Van Ostrand, of Rock Citv Falls,
N.Y.; (2) at New Vernon, N.J., Nov. 24,'l904, to
M. Maude, daughter of John David Mills, of
Chester, Nova Scotia. He had two sons, David
F., and Harlow Tuttle. He died at Ossining,
N.Y., June 17, 1929.
OLDS, George Daniel, 9th president of Am
herst college (1923-27), was born at Middleport,
N.Y., Oct. 14, 1853, son of Eli Daniel and Mary
(Shurtleff) Olds, and a descendant of John
Ould, a native of York, England, who settled at
New Haven, Conn., in 1636. He was educated
at the Brockport (N.Y.) collegiate institute and
normal school and at the University of Roches
ter, which he entered at sixteen. At college he
excelled in advanced mathematics, physics, Eng
lish literature, history and political economy;
won the Stoddard prize for excellence in mathe
matics for the four-year course, and when he
was graduated A.B. in 1873, was awarded one of
the David medals for the best orations delivered
on commencement day. His professional career
began as instructor in the Albany (N.Y.) boys'
academy. After six years he went abroad for
further study, taking French and mathematics
in Paris; German, philosophy, international law,



 

Timeline of William Horatio Bates 
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I put this together years ago (2005? earlier?), based off the sources further below. 

1860 
Born on December 27th in Newark, New Jersey, as the son of Charles and Amelia Bates. 
(Biography; Obituary; Quackenbush, 656) 

1881 
Graduated with a B.S. in Agriculture at Cornell University in New York. (Biography; 
Quackenbush, 656) 

1883 
Married Edith Kitchell of New York City. Together they had a son, Halsay Bates, 
sometime within three years. (Biography) 

1885 
Graduated with a medical degree from the College of Physicians and Surgeons at 
Columbia University in New York. (Biography) 

1886 Wife Edith died. (Biography) 

1886 
Introduced a new operation for persistent deafness, consisting of puncturing or incising 
the ear drum membrane. (Biography) 

1886 Cured a medical student of myopia. This is when it all began. (MacFadden, xi). 

1886 

While seeking to determine the therapeutic effect on the eye of the active principles of 
the ductless glands, he discovered the astringent and hemostatic properties of the 
aqueous extract of the suprarenal capsule, later commercialized as adrenalin. 
(Biography; Quackenbush, 656) 

1886-1888 
clinical assistant at the Manhattan Eye and Ear hospital; attending physician at Bellevue 
hospital. (Biography) 

1886-1891 

Instructor in ophthalmology at the New York Post Graduate Hospital and Medical School. 
Ophthalmologists at the school put glasses on myopic doctors and Bates then had those 
doctors remove their glasses and cured them of myopia. Dr. Roosa, the head of the 
institution, did not accept what Bates had been doing and he expelled Bates from the 
institution. (Biography; Better Eyesight, Nov 1919) 

https://www.iblindness.org/author/david/
https://www.iblindness.org/tag/astigmatism/


1886-1898 
Attending physician at the New York Eye Infirmary, Northern Dispensary, Northeastern 
dispensary, Northwestern Dispensary, and Harlem Hospital. (Biography) 

1886-1902 
Conducted research at the “Pathology Laboratory of Dr. Pruden at the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University” (Quackenbush, 656). 

1891 
Published his first article in a medical journal on the elimination of myopia (Pollack, 2). 
More followed years later. 

1894 
Invented astigmatic keratotomy, an operation to correct astigmatism (Bates, “A 
suggestion of an operation”; Waring). 

1896 
Resigned his hospital appointments and began to engage in experimental work. 
(Biography) 

1902 Left New York. 

1903 “Licensed to practice medicine in Grand Forks, North Dakota” (Quackenbush, 656). 

1903-1910 
Successfully implemented his methods for preventing myopia in schoolchildren into the 
public schools of Grand Forks, North Dakota (Bates, “the prevention of myopia”). 

1910 “Elected president of the Grand Forks district Medical Society” (Quackenbush, 657). 

1910 Returned to New York. 

1910-1923 
Worked as attending physician at the Harlem Hospital in New York City. In 1923 he left 
to work solely at his own private practice (Biography; Better Eyesight, May 1923, Dec 
1923; Quackenbush, 656). 

1911 
Began implementing his methods for the prevention of myopia in some public schools in 
New York City (Bates, “Myopia prevention by teachers”). 

1911-1914 

Sometime in this period, Bates cured Emily C. Lierman and subsequently hired her as his 
assistant in experimental work in the Physiological Laboratory in the College of 
Physicians and Surgeons in New York.(Obituary; Better Eyesight, Feb 1920, Nov 1929). 
He employed her as his assistant in his new practice where, instead of prescribing 
glasses, he taught patients how to see. 

1914-192? 

He and Emily worked together to hold a “Clinic day” at the Harlem Hospital Clinic three 
times a week. These were free and open to the public, but restricted to people living in 
the hospital’s district, due to hospital rules. The rule was occasionally excepted, 
however. Throughout each Clinic day there was a line of people waiting to be treated, 



each treatment limited to about an hour (Better Eyesight, Jan 1922, May 1923, Dec 
1929). The Clinic days were related in the Emily’s “Stories from the Clinic” articles in 
each issue of the Better Eyesight magazine beginning with February 1920. I am not clear, 
however, whether they treated paying patients in that same clinic on non-“Clinic” days. 
In 1923, the Clinic was discontinued. Bates began holding a “Clinic Day” at his own 
private practice on Saturdays. 

1920 
Published his book, Perfect Sight Without Glasses, also called The Cure of Imperfect 
Sight by Treatment Without Glasses. 

1919-1930 
Published monthly issues of his Better Eyesight magazine. Continued to treat patients 
constantly for practically all forms of imperfect sight. 

1922 
Emily Lierman relates how Bates continues to work seven days a week at the rate of ten 
hours per day . He was 62 years old at this point (Better Eyesight, March 1922). 

1928 
Married Emily Lierman, daughter of Robert Ackerman of Newark, New Jersey. (Obituary; 
Quackenbush, 656) 

1931 
Died on July 10th in his home at the age of seventy during a black flu epidemic 
(Obituary; Biography; Quackenbush, 657) Emily survived him and later republished his 
book, but the fate of his children is unknown. 

 

some sources of information as cited above: 
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Bates, W.H. “The prevention of myopia in school children.” New York Medical Journal. July 29, 1911. 
237-238. 

“Biography of William H. Bates.” The National Cyclopedia of American Biography. vol 24, p 383-4. 
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“Dr. W.H. Bates Dies; An Eye Specialist.” New York Times. 13 July 1931: p 13, col 1. <http://www.i-
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MacFadden, Bernarr. Strengthening the Eyes. New York: MacFadden Publications, Inc., 1925. 

Pollack, Philip. The Truth About Eye Exercises. Philadelphia: Chilton Company, 1956. 

Quackenbush, Thomas R., ed. Better Eyesight: The Complete Magazines of William H. Bates. Berkeley: 
North Atlantic Books, 2001. 636-7. 
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DR. W. H. BATES DIES; AN EYE 
SPECIALIST 
Victim, Many Years Ago of a Strange Form of Aphasia, He Disappeared Twice. 

DISCOVERED VALUED DRUG 

Added Suprarenal to Field of Optic Surgery -- Wrote Book, "Perfect Sight Without Glasses."  

Dr. William H. Bates, a specialist in diseases of the eye, died yesterday, after a year's illness, at 
his residence, 210 Madison Avenue. He is survived by a widow, the former Mrs. Emily 
Ackerman Lierman, who had been his assistant and partner in experiment al research for 
seventeen years before their marriage in August 1928, and by a son of the first of two earlier 
marriages. Dr. Bates was twice a widower.  

The death of Dr. Bates recalls some years ago of his two strange disappearaces, which medical 
men regarded as among the most remarkable instances of aphasia [sic] or loss of memory. In 
1902, seven years after his graduation from the College of Physicians and Surgeons, when he 
was making his way rapidly in his profession and was at work on an important medical book, he 
vanished from the sight and knowledge of his friends. The day that he was last seen, on Aug. 30, 
he had written an affectionate, characteristic letter to his wife, who was then visiting her mother 
in Newport, and had sent her books and instruments from his apartment in the Lonsdale, 567 
Madison Avenue.  

When he failed to return to the apartment for several days the janitor informed Mrs. Bates, his 
second wife, who hurried to the city and began the search for her husband. Six weeks later she 
learned that he was working as an assistant in the Charing Cross Hospital, London, to which he 
had been taken as a patient. Mrs. Bates went to London, where she found her husband in an 
exhausted, nervous state, with no recollection of recent events. She took him to the Savoy Hotel, 
where he rested for two days and then disappeared again.  

Mrs. Bates sought her husband on the Continent and in this country in vain, tracing every clue 
that reached her. She died before he was heard of again. How he was discovered and induced to 
return to New York and resume his practice has never been revealed in detail. According to the 
best version, a fellow-oculist, Dr. J. E. Kelly, found Dr. Bates, by accident in 1910, practicing in 
Grand Forks, N.D. A few months later the two men occupied offices together in this city, and 
thereafter Dr. Bates worked as hard and as successfully as he had done before his original 
disappearance.  

The theories and methods of eye treatment used by Dr. Bates did not always accord with those of 
the majority of eye specialists. He was the originator of a method of treating imperfect eyesight 
by mental relaxation. He discovered the drug suprarenal, which has been called almost as 



valuable as cocaine in optic surgery. The best known of his books is "Perfect Sight Without 
Glasses."  
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THE USE OF EXTRACT OF SUPRARENAL CAPSULE IN THE EYE. 

A website dedicated to the memory of William H. Bates, M. D. 

www.Central-Fixation.com  

about eyesight improvement through relaxation treatment. 

  Reprinted from New York Medical Journal, May 16, 1896, pp. 647-650. Read before the Section in 
Ophthalmology of the New York Academy of Medicine, April 20, 1896. 

THE USE OF EXTRACT OF SUPRARENAL CAPSULE IN THE EYE. 

A PRELIMINARY REPORT. 

By W. H. BATES, M. D. 

The aqueous extract of the powder of the desiccated suprarenal capsule of the sheep is a powerful 
astringent and hæmostatic. When it is instilled into the eye the conjunctiva of the globe and lids is 
whitened in a few minutes. The effect is very decided. None of the usual astringents, including cocaine, 
can produce such an astringent effect. In normal eyes the extract whitens the conjunctiva and sclera 
when used in very weak solutions—less than one per cent. The effect is increased by repeated 
instillations or by the use of stronger solutions. In eyes very much congested from inflammation, the 
extract produces its astringent effect. No case has been found in which the extract did not act. 

The following is a partial list of diseases of the eye in which the extract has whitened the conjunctiva 
and sclera Trachoma, acute conjunctivitis (catarrhal), chronic conjunctivitis, phlyctænular conjunctivitis 
and keratitis, interstitial keratitis, rheumatic and syphilitic iritis, episcleritis, irido-cyclitis, sympathetic 
ophthalmia, atrophy of the globe, secondary glaucoma, traumatic conjunctivitis, traumatic keratitis, 
traumatic iritis, traumatic kerato iritis, lacrymal inflammations, and rheumatic ophthalmia. 

Visible blood-vessels on the cornea from specific keratitis or from trachoma disappeared from view 
completely after the extract was used. An eye with a foreign body on the cornea was whitened. During 
operations on the ocular muscles, tenotomy and advancement, the extract whitened the eyeball. 

The extract is not irritating. It generally produces a cooling sensation when dropped into the eye. It does 
not dilate or contract the pupil, and it has no effect on the accommodation. A tolerance was not 
established in two cases in which the extract was instilled into the eye several times daily for more than 
three months. A third patient used the extract daily for more than twelve months, and the extract 
whitened the eyeball and palpebral conjunctiva as well at the end of the twelve months as at the 
beginning. 

The astringent effect of the extract on the conjunctival vessels is temporary—usually in an hour the eye 
looks as it did before the extract was used. There was no congestion after the astringent effect had 
passed off. 

The extract when swallowed increases the frequency of the pulse. Considerable doses may be taken 
without harm. A lady, aged eighty-seven years, had a pulse of forty, which was intermittent and 
irregular; after the extract had been used in the eye for a few days the pulse became regular, increased 
to eighty, and remained so during a period of six months that the extract was used. A woman, aged 



thirty years, swallowed sixty grains at one dose. She vomited immediately, but felt no other ill effects. A 
man, aged sixty years, after taking two grains three times a day for a week, was suddenly attacked with 
a peculiar eruption on his hands, which disappeared in ten days without treatment after stopping the 
extract. The hypodermic use of the extract requires care. In one case ten grains produced alarming 
symptoms. The face was livid; there was great pain in the head and chest, with a feeling of throbbing. 
Consciousness was not lost. The pulse was weak. In ten minutes the patient felt all right and walked 
home from the dispensary, a distance of more than a mile. 

Preparation.—The powder of the desiccated suprarenal gland of the sheep is placed in cold water and 
allowed to stand a few minutes. The fluid is filtered through filter paper and evaporated to dryness at a 
temperature below 105° F. The residue is the aqueous extract. It requires sixteen ounces of the fresh 
glands or eight ounces of the powdered desiccated glands to make an ounce of the aqueous extract. 

Chemical Properties.—The active principle of the suprarenal gland is very soluble in water, one part of 
the extract dissolving in somewhat less than three parts of water. It is insoluble in strong alcohol, but 
soluble in dilute alcohol on account of the presence of water. It is also insoluble in ether or chloroform. 
The dried extract has remained immersed in strong alcohol, in ether, and in chloroform for several 
months without apparent injury. The dried aqueous extract has a brown color. The color depends partly 
on the temperature at which it is dried; the higher the temperature, the darker the color. It does not 
crystallize. When moist, it is slightly sticky; when dry, it is brittle. It has a slight odor resembling that of 
extract of beef. The most characteristic chemical property is its reaction with tincture of iron. A drop of 
tincture of iron added to a neutral solution of the aqueous extract produces a green color. The green 
color gradually disappears. A precipitate is formed. The addition of more of the iron solution may 
produce the green color again, with the formation of more of the precipitate. The supernatant fluid 
loses its color at the same time that the precipitate is formed. Finally, it is possible to add sufficient 
tincture of iron to make the solution of the extract clear, and the addition of more iron does not 
produce the green color. The precipitate contains the extract and the iron, because the filtered fluid 
evaporated to dryness leaves no residue except the excess of iron. The precipitate is black and is 
composed in part of metallic iron, probably. Dilute hydrochloric acid dissolves the precipitate and the 
solution becomes reddish. 

My explanation of the preceding phenomena is that the extract is a strong reducing agent. The green 
color is due to the fact that the red perchloride is reduced to the green sesquichloride by the extract. 
The green color changes to the black of metallic iron by further reduction by the extract. What becomes 
of the extract will require further experiments to determine. The reducing action of the extract is 
certainly remarkable. The reaction of tincture of iron with the extract is very delicate, and is valuable in 
many circumstances. A solution of less than one per cent. of the extract will produce the green color on 
the addition of less than a minim of tincture of iron. A solution of extract of the color of water may 
contain enough extract to produce the green color. After the extract solution has became infected and 
has lost its color, the green color, may be produced. The sterilized solution also produces the green 
color. If the extract is in a very strong solution, it may reduce the chloride of iron to the metallic state so 
quickly that the green color may not be observed. This reaction does not occur in solutions of thyreoid, 
thymus, testicle, or pineal gland. 

When solutions of the extract are filtered through animal charcoal, the solution which has passed 
through first does not contain the extract. Later the filtered solution contains the extract. 



As the extract is easily infected and does not keep unless sterilized, experiments were made to 
determine if it could be combined with bichloride of mercury in solution without altering the properties 
of the extract. The extract forms a precipitate with the bichloride, and if enough bichloride is added all 
the extract can be precipitated. It requires a large amount of bichloride of mercury to precipitate less 
than a grain of the extract. It can not be used with bichloride. When a solution of nitrate of silver is 
added to a solution of the extract a precipitate is formed which contains the silver. The precipitate 
contains part of the extract. The solution of the extract becomes weaker as the nitrate of silver is added. 
The color disappears. The extract precipitates a very considerable quantity of silver. When a sufficient 
quantity of nitrate of silver has been added no further precipitation takes place. The clear fluid 
evaporated to dryness has very little residue, the little residue being mostly excess of nitrate of silver, 
from which we may conclude that the extract and nitrate of silver compose the precipitate. If the nitrate 
of silver is not in excess, the clear fluid filtered contains the extract with all its properties unimpaired. 
The only effect of the silver is to precipitate part of the extract. The precipitate is not soluble in dilute 
acids. 

Before leaving this subject it may be well to emphasize the fact that nitrate of silver precipitates the 
extract itself as well as any chlorides or phosphates which may be present. It also precipitates all of the 
extract if sufficient nitrate of silver is added, and a great deal is necessary. And, finally, the nitrate of 
silver precipitates everything composing the aqueous extract which may be in solution with the active 
principle. Of course, with these facts established, it is evident that the extract can not be used in 
solutions with nitrate of silver. 

There are many other substances with which the extract, because it is a strong reducing agent, or for 
other reasons, can not be used in solution. With solutions of sulphate of copper and other astringents, 
precipitates are formed containing the extract, or reactions occur which alter the chemical properties of 
the extract or interfere with its action in the eye. 

When the extract was used in solution with cocaine, the eye was irritated and not anaesthetized. In my 
judgment, the extract can not be used in the same solution with cocaine without impairing both the 
properties of the cocaine and its own. 

The chemical properties of the extract are impaired by dilute hydrochloric, sulphuric, nitric, acetic, 
tartaric, tannic, and oxalic acids; also by dilute solutions of ammonia and sodic hydrate. In short, the 
extract does not act well when combined with other substances. I have tried a great many compounds, 
and I am not sure that there was one which, if added in sufficient quantity, did not interfere with the 
chemical properties of the extract. 

Boiling the aqueous solution produces a precipitate. The filtered fluid can be boiled a number of times 
and still retain the properties of the extract. It has been boiled fifteen minutes daily for several weeks 
and the properties of the extract were retained. However, the extract loses its strength by prolonged 
boiling, and it is possible to destroy it altogether. The color of the extract is much darker after it has 
been boiled. When the filtered solution is evaporated to dryness, the color of the extract is almost black. 
The sterilized solution has all the properties of the fresh aqueous extract. It has kept more than a year 
without change. When infected, it soon spoils like the fresh solution. 

My observations on the use of the extract in the eye were made during the past two years. As this use of 
it is entirely new, it was necessary to be very cautious. I have had no disagreeable effects from it, and 



my confidence in it increases constantly. It is the only remedy of which I know that is purely an 
astringent. It is the ideal hæmostatic. It acts by contracting the muscle of the small arteries until the 
lumen is occluded and a coagulum is formed inside the artery. The following cases of ocular disease 
were treated with the extract: 

Case I.—A patient was treated for acute catarrhal conjunctivitis. The extract had a marked effect in 
lessening the ocular and palpebral congestion. The eye was well in a week. 

It can not be stated positively that the extract is curative in any form of conjunctivitis. As it is only an 
astringent and not an antiseptic, theoretically it should not be curative in the infectious diseases of the 
eyelids. But, after one has seen the unusual and immediate benefit that follows the instillation of only a 
few drops of the solution, one must believe that it is a valuable remedy. The patients like the cooling 
effect of the drops. 

Case II.—A severe phlyctænular conjunctivitis was treated at the dispensary. The eyeball was red, and 
showed no white sclerotic at all. At the end of five days there was no change. A few drops of the extract 
whitened the eyeball at once. Two days later the eye was entirely well. In this case the extract seemed 
to produce a prompt and decided benefit. The patient had other treatment besides. 

In a number of other phlyctænular cases the extract was beneficial. It certainly is not curative in 
phlyctænular inflammations. 

Case III. Interstitial Keratitis.—There was so much congestion on the lower part of the cornea that it 
seemed as though there was blood in the anterior chamber. Atropine and hot water, with constitutional 
treatment, did not relieve the condition after a week. A few drops of the extract caused all the corneal 
vessels to disappear from view. A month later they had not become visible again. 

In other cases the extract was also beneficial in reducing congestion. Other treatment was always 
necessary to bring about a cure. 

Case IV. Secondary Glaucoma following Cataract Extraction.—The eye was congested and very painful. 
The extract whitened the eye, and the patient was relieved of the pain for a short time. The extract was 
used many times during the day. An operation finally stopped the pain. In this case the astringent 
property of the extract was beneficial by relieving the congestion. The tension was not materially 
reduced. 

Case V. Obstinate Iritis following a "Needling."—After three months' treatment with atropine and hot 
water the eye was still red and painful. A few drops of the extract applied at intervals of a few minutes 
whitened the eye and relieved, the pain. There was no relapse a year later. The astringent property of 
the extract was undoubtedly of benefit in this case. Cases of iritis in general are undoubtedly benefited 
by the extract. But as the extract is only an astringent, it can not take the place of atropine and 
constitutional remedies. 

Case VI. Acute Dacryocystitis benefited by the Extract.—The lower lid was so swollen in the 
neighborhood of the punctum that the punctum could not be seen. A few drops of cocaine did not 
relieve the swelling. The extract relieved the congestion so much that a small probe was passed through 
the punctum into the sac and the sac syringed. 

When the patient was seen two days later the swelling of the lower lid had not returned. 



A great many cases of lacrymal disease have been treated with the extract. It is only beneficial by 
lessening the congestion. The nasal duct has opened by reason of the astringent action of the extract. 

The extract has been of material assistance in curing a number of obstinate cases of lacrymal disease 
without operation. 

The extract was valuable in operations on the eye in following cases: 

1. Nervous People.—An operation on some nervous people is unsatisfactory, because cocaine does not 
produce anæsthesia. Such cases are quite common. 

A woman was operated upon recently for tenotomy of the inferior rectus. The cocaine did not whiten 
the ocular conjunctiva, dilate the pupil, or produce anæsthesia after being instilled frequently for an 
hour. A few drops of the extract whitened the ocular conjunctiva, and the cocaine in five minutes dilated 
the pupil and produced anæsthesia. The operation caused no pain. Traction on the tendon of the muscle 
with the hook was not painful. There was very little hæmorrhage. A previous operation on the same 
muscle, using cocaine alone, was painful, and there was an unusual amount of hæmorrhage. The eye 
was bleeding six hours later. The eye was sore for two days. The extract in this case had a very happy 
effect by securing a painless operation without hæmorrhage and without soreness afterward. 

In a number of other and similar cases the extract has been of material assistance. It is well to repeat 
that the extract is not an anæsthetic. 

2. Inflamed Eyes.—It is difficult to produce cocaine anæsthesia in eyes which are congested, the reason 
being that either the cocaine is not absorbed or because the irritation of the nerves resists the cocaine. 
The suprarenal extract by astringing the vessels relieves the congestion, and complete anæsthesia with 
cocaine can then be obtained. 

An eye with inflammatory glaucoma was operated upon painlessly by the use of the extract and the 
cocaine together. Previous to the operation the use of cocaine alone instilled every ten minutes for an 
hour had no effect on the congestion, pain, or the tension. It seemed magical to observe the eye whiten 
after the extract was instilled, and the patient was relieved of the pain as well. The tension was slightly 
reduced. The operation did no good, the pain returned, and the patient's condition was rendered 
bearable by the use of the extract until relieved by another operation. 

3. Eyes Congested after Recent Operations.—After a tenotomy there may be so much congestion that 
cocaine does not produce anæsthesia. The use of the extract in the eye secures cocaine anæsthesia. 
After cataract extraction there may be so much congestion that cocaine does not act well. It may be 
desirable to do an iridectomy for prolapse of the iris. In such cases the extract is indicated to reduce the 
congestion sufficiently so that cocaine will act. 

4. Prolonged Operations.—An operation which requires more than a few minutes becomes painful in 
some cases, although cocaine may be instilled frequently. Advancement of an ocular muscle is generally 
so painful that many operators are compelled to use ether anæsthesia. The operation may begin 
painlessly. Later the anæsthesia wears off, particularly if there is hæmorrhage. The extract, when 
frequently instilled, prevents hæmorrhage, and the cocaine anæsthesia is prolonged indefinitely for this 
reason. As soon as bleeding occurs, one notices very soon the sensitiveness of the eye returning. A 
number of advancements have been done painlessly and almost bloodlessly by the use of the extract 



and cocaine together. It is a great comfort to be able to work over some of these cases carefully, 
without hurry; to operate and test immediately, and operate again and test many times when 
necessary. Cocaine is not always sufficient. 

5. Bloody Operations.—The extract prevents hæmorrhage because of its property of contracting the 
small arteries. After hæmorrhage begins the extract is not very efficient. It is possible to perform an 
almost bloodless operation on the ocular muscles or lacrymal sac by instilling the extract frequently. The 
following case illustrates the value of the extract as a hæmostatic: 

A man was operated upon four times during the last three months for stricture of the nasal duct. After 
each operation the patient lost enough blood to saturate two and sometimes more towels. The 
hæmorrhage was unusually copious. The operations were very painful. A fifth operation was done in 
which the extract was used with the cocaine. There was no pain and very little hæmorrhage. The towel 
used had one spot a quarter of an inch in diameter. 

A number of other and similar cases have been operated upon with success. The extract is not an 
objectionable hæmostatic. It does not form clots like iron or irritate as does peroxide of hydrogen. It is 
better to use the sterilized solution, as infection has occurred from the freshly prepared aqueous extract 
of the gland and of the desiccated powder. The extract has failed to control hæmorrhage in some cases 
and the cause of failure was not apparent. In one case of failure, four previous operations had been 
done almost bloodlessly on the ocular muscles by the use of the extract. 

Finally, the fact that the suprarenal extract is not a substance foreign to the human economy may 
explain why in the two years during which I have used it no disagreeable effects have been produced by 
instilling it into the eye. In conclusion, I wish to repeat that within the limits of its sphere of activity there 
is absolutely no other substance which can take its place. 

64 East Fifty-eighth Street. 
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Although modern refractive keratotomy surgery made its way late to the United States during its 
journey through Japan, the Soviet Union, and India, an American - William Horatio Bates, MD - 
was among the first to propose transverse keratotomy incisions to correct astigmatism, as 
recorded in his 1894 paper in the Archives of Ophthalmology (reprinted on pages 58-59 of this 
issue). Bates' original mind apparently conceived of astigmatic keratotomy independently. 
However, his place in ophthalmic history is secured not by his surgical techniques, but rather by 
his unorthodox theory of attributing all refractive errors to eye strain.  

What is known of William Bates has been summarized in a lively discussion by Charles Snyder, 
"Bates, Huxley, and Myself- A Saga in Visual Reeducation"1 and by M. Gardner in his book, 
Fads and Fallacies in the Name of Science.2  

Bates obtained his medical degree from the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New York 
City in 1885, thereafter holding posts as clinical assistant at the Manhattan Eye and Ear 
Infirmary and as attending physician at Bellvue Hospital and at the New "Vork Eye and Ear 
Infirmary. He lectured on ophthalmology in New York City up to 1891.  

He astutely observed six patients in his practice who had peripheral surgical or traumatic corneal 
scars and who developed flattening of the cornea in the meridian perpendicular to the scar, with 
no change in curvature in the meridian 90° away. This led him to suggest an operation for 
astigmatism in 1894: "Incisions of the cornea are made at right angles to the most convex 
meridian. The amount of correction can be regulated by the number, depth, and location of the 
incisions."3  

But Bates' real fascination at that time was the correction of myopia without spectacles.4·5 In 
1902, he disappeared to London, where he worked as an assistant in the Charring Cross Hospital. 
He returned to the United States and practiced ophthalmology in both North Dakota and 
Rochester, NY1 returning to New York City in about 1908 as an attending physician at the 
Harlem Hospital.  
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His spirit of restless inquiry found him conducting animal experiments in the physiological 
laboratory of the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Columbia University for over 3 years, 
which convinced him that the prevalent ideas concerning errors of refraction were incorrect. He 
accepted neither abnormal length of the globe nor the function of the crystalline lens and ciliary 
muscle as factors in production of myopia, hyperopia, or accommodation. Rather, he attributed 
these refractive errors to abnormal strain of the extrinsic muscles of the eye: "In animals, myopic 
refraction is produced by excessive contraction or strain of the oblique muscles; hypermetropic 
refraction by an excessive contraction or strain of the recti muscles; and astigmatism by a 
modification of the extrinsic muscles."1  

After 30 years of thinking and laboratory experimentation, Bates wrote his definitive work, The 
Cure of Imperfect Sight by Treatment Without Glasses, published by the Central Fixation 
Publishing Company.6 Its thesis was straightforward: the cure of refractive errors is by 
relaxation, which is secured by central fixation. The practical implementation of these ideas 
rested upon a series of exercises for which Bates had specific descriptive terms: resting the eyes, 
palming, swinging, memory, imagine, flashing or blinking, central fixation, sun treatment, and 
practice with a test card. In general, these exercises were all variations on each other and 
involved closing the eyes with the palms gently resting over the orbits and swaying back and 
forth, "seeing black," or thinking positive and agreeable thoughts. These passive exercises were 
interspersed with brief glimpses of an eye chart, reading fine type by dim light, and exposing the 
eyes to sunlight.  

Charles Snyder captures the essence: "Thus, the Bates method combines the do-it-yourself 
instinct, the professional-is-wrong-the-amateur-is-right attitude, and the now-you-can-save-
money-whilelearning-at-home philosophy. The Bates system cannot fail to have a continuous 
appeal." Indeed, Snyder was correct. The Bates method has spread worldwide, fostering a cultish 
following and numerous publications.7"10 Unfortunately, the methods have been applied by 
practitioners to the treatment of organic eye disease, such as cataracts and glaucoma.  

The Bates' methods have not visited only the naive and gullible; Aldous Huxley claimed 
successful use of the method. Huxley developed corneal opacities during a teenage bout of 
keratitis, which he claims were cured by a practitioner of the Bates' method - Mrs Margaret 
Corbett - when he was 45 years old. Generalizing his experience, Huxley waxed eloquent on the 
virtues of the Bates' method in his book, The Art of Seeing.2 Snyder observed that this book 
became an instant best-seller and angered orthodox ophthalmologists whom Huxley accused of 
being concerned only with "mechanical palliation of symptoms" and ignoring the long-known 
fact that the "function of sight can be re-educated toward normality by appropriate body-mind 
coordination, and that the improvement in functioning is accompanied by an improvement in the 
condition of the damaged organ." Debate raged for a few months over the book in the ophthalmic 
and medical literature, but the critiques never reached the public, who only knew that a great 
writer had advocated a system of simple exercises that would result in a national abandonment of 
glasses as aids to better vision. The public did not understand why the eye doctors of the world 
did not follow Huxley's lead and put an end once and for all to the use of "crutches" for the eyes. 
The whole scenario reminds one of the introduction of radial keratotomy to the United States in 
the early 1980s.  



Bates died in 1931, but his teachings persist today as a body of methodology, "fed by the scorn 
of his detractors and the adulation of his disciples."1 Indeed, only a few years ago I was able to 
purchase a booklet, Vision Without Glasses,10 that was a guide to the use of the Bates' method 
with an interesting twist: the addition of eye weights. To enhance the effect of the psycho-
ophthalmic exercises, I attached the small magnets with adhesive surfaces to my lids, so that I 
could exercise them more vigorously, adding weight as I became stronger. Unfortunately, my 
refraction is still - 8.00 D bilaterally.  
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Aldous Huxley was born into a prominent intellectual family in Godalming, England, in 1894. 
After a serious illness left him partially blind as a youth, Huxley abandoned his dreams of 
becoming a scientist to pursue a literary career. In 1916 he graduated with honors from Balliol 
College at Oxford University and published a collection of poems. Five years later he published 
his debut novel Crome Yellow, which brought him his first taste of success. He followed with 
several more equally successful satirical novels before publishing the work for which he is best 
known, Brave New World. A dark vision of the future, it is widely regarded as one of the 
greatest novels of the 20th century. Huxley moved to the United States in 1937 and for the rest 
of his life maintained a prolific output of novels, nonfiction, screenplays and essays. He died of 
cancer in Los Angeles, California, in 1963. 

Early Life 

Aldous Huxley was born in Godalming, England, on July 26, 1894. The fourth child in a family 
with a deep intellectual history, his grandfather was the noted biologist and naturalist T. H. 
Huxley, an early proponent of Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution; his father, Leonard, was a 
teacher and writer; and his mother, Julia, was a descendant of the English poet Matthew 
Arnold. In adulthood, Huxley’s older brothers, Julian and Andrew, would both become 
accomplished biologists, and Huxley himself envisioned a future career in science from an early  

But while he was still a boy, Huxley’s life would be upended by tragedy. In 1908 his mother died 
of cancer, and in 1911 he was struck blind by the disease keratitis punctata. Although Huxley 
did regain some of his sight, he would remain partially blind for the rest of his life and read with 
great difficulty. As a result, while attending the prestigious prep school Eton, Huxley abandoned 
his dreams of becoming a scientist and decided to focus on a literary career. Fate struck Huxley 
one more blow in 1914 when his brother Noel committed suicide after struggling with an 
extended period of depression. 

Burgeoning Writer 

A brilliant student despite the obstacles of his youth, Huxley earned a scholarship to Balliol 
College at Oxford University, where he studied English literature, reading with the aid of a 
magnifying glass and eye drops that dilated his pupils. He also began to write poetry, and in 
1916 he published his first book, a collection of poems titled The Burning Wheel, the same year 
in which he graduated with honors. 

Perhaps more important to his literary aspirations, however, was the time during this period 
that he spent at Garsington Manor, the home of socialite Lady Ottoline Morrell and a gathering 
place for intellectuals and writers such as Virginia Woolf, Bertrand Russell, T. S. Eliot and D. H. 
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Lawrence, with whom Huxley would develop a lasting friendship. With his encyclopedic 
knowledge, matched only by his wit and skill as a conversationalist, it was at Garsington that 
Huxley first established his reputation as one of the most significant minds in England. 

Leveraging this reputation, Huxley contributed articles to such periodicals as The Athenaeum, 
Vanity Fair and Vogue and published several more collections of poetry as well. In 1919 he also 
made advances in his personal life, marrying Maria Nys. She gave birth to their son, Matthew, 
the following year. 

'Brave New World' 

Amidst all of these professional and personal developments, Huxley began work on his novel 
Crome Yellow, a parody of the intelligentsia and his experiences at Garsington. Although the 
book's publication in 1921 angered many of his Garsington acquaintances, it also established 
Huxley as an important writer and sold well enough to allow him to pursue his literary destiny. 
While traveling about Europe with his family for the next several years, Huxley produced the 
commercially successful novels Antic Hay (1923), Those Barren Leaves (1925) and Point Counter 
Point (1928), which, like Crome, were satires of contemporary society and conventional 
morality. Huxley’s greatest work, however, was still to come. 

Ensconced in his recently purchased villa in the South of France, in late 1931 Huxley began work 
on what is now widely considered to be one of the Western canon's most important novels. 
Published in 1932, Brave New World marks the apogee of Huxley’s abilities as a satirist. The 
world it presents, however, is viewed through a much darker lens, informed by the writer’s 
growing anxieties about the direction of political, social and scientific progress. Brave New 
World is also an astonishingly prescient novel, foretelling advances in each of these areas that 
were as much as a half-century away. 

Set in London in 2540, the 7th century After Ford, Brave New World presents a future in which 
genetically engineered babies are produced on assembly lines, the social and economic divide 
between the haves and the have nots is legally enforced and discontent is quelled by 
advertising, medication, sex and entertainment. Now, nearly a century from the novel’s 
publication, among its prophecies that have come to pass are the rise of dictatorial 
governments, in vitro fertilization, genetic cloning, virtual reality, antidepressants and the 
invention of the helicopter. 

The novel proved to be a massive critical and commercial success, cementing Huxley’s place as 
one of the most important writers of the era. In the decades that followed, that prestige would 
enable Huxley to not only indulge his love of travel but to also explore new ways of being. 

http://www.biography.com/people/dh-lawrence-17175776


Novels, Essays, Screenwriting and More 

Huxley followed Brave New World with the 1936 novel Eyeless in Gaza, which showed his 
blossoming interest in Eastern philosophy and mysticism. The following year, he left Europe for 
North America, where he completed a work on pacifism titled Ends and Means, and in 1938 he 
settled in Los Angeles, California, where he would spend most of the rest of his life. During this 
time, Huxley added screenwriter to his long list of occupations and was paid handsomely by 
studios for his work. Among his more notable film credits are Pride and Prejudice (1940), Jane 
Eyre (1943) and Madame Curie (1943). 

Settled comfortably in a Hollywood Hills home, in between screenplays Huxley continued his 
prolific literary output, completing the novels After Many a Summer Dies the Swan (1939), Time 
Must Have a Stop (1944) and Ape and Essence (1948) and the nonfiction works The Art of 
Seeing (1943, which chronicled a method used to improve his eyesight), The Perennial 
Philosophy (1946) and The Devils of Loudon (1952). He also worked on countless articles and 
editorials. Much of what time he had left he devoted to his interest in Eastern mysticism, 
beginning a decades-long association with the Vedanta Society, whose journal Huxley 
contributed numerous pieces to. This interest in mysticism also led Huxley to experiment with 
the hallucinogen mescaline, which he wrote about in his 1954 collection of essays The Doors of 
Perception. The title would later be appropriated by Jim Morrison as the name for his legendary 
rock group, the Doors. 

A More Utopian Vision 

In early 1955, Maria died of cancer, and later that year Huxley published his next novel, The 
Genius and the Goddess. In 1956, Huxley married his second wife, Laura, who would later write 
a biography of their life together titled This Timeless Moment (1968). In 1958, he published a 
collection of essays titled Brave New World Revisited, in which he took stock of the present day 
and argued that it alarmingly resembled the reality of his 1932 novel. 

As Huxley tirelessly explored both the world around him and his inner self, sharing his findings 
through his work, in 1960 he was diagnosed with cancer. For the next two years he persevered, 
however, completing what would prove to be his last novel, The Island (1962), which placed a 
more positive spin on some of the themes Huxley addressed in Brave New World. 

With Laura at his bedside, Aldous Huxley died on November 22, 1963, at the age of 69, having 
written more than 50 books, including one of the most significant of the 20th century, as well 
as innumerable works of criticism, poetry and drama. But despite his immense literary stature, 
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Aldous Huxley 

British author 

Written By:  

The Editors of Encyclopaedia Britannica 

Last Updated: Jul 22, 2019  

Alternative Title: Aldous Leonard Huxley 

Aldous Huxley, in full Aldous Leonard Huxley, (born July 26, 1894, Godalming, Surrey, England—died 
November 22, 1963, Los Angeles, California, U.S.), English novelist and critic gifted with an acute and far-
ranging intelligence. His works are notable for their wit and pessimistic satire, though he remains best 
known for one novel, Brave New World (1932), a model for much dystopian science fiction that 
followed. 

Aldous Huxley was a grandson of the prominent biologist Thomas Henry Huxley and was the third child 
of the biographer and man of letters Leonard Huxley; his brothers included physiologist Andrew Fielding 
Huxley and biologist Julian Huxley. He was educated at Eton, during which time he became partially 
blind because of keratitis. He retained enough eyesight to read with difficulty, and he graduated from 
Balliol College, Oxford, in 1916. He published his first book in 1916 and worked on the periodical 
Athenaeum from 1919 to 1921. Thereafter he devoted himself largely to his own writing and spent 
much of his time in Italy until the late 1930s, when he settled in California. 

Huxley established himself as a major author with his first two published novels, Crome Yellow (1921) 
and Antic Hay (1923); these are witty and malicious satires on the pretensions of the English literary and 
intellectual coteries of his day. Those Barren Leaves (1925) and Point Counter Point (1928) are works in 
a similar vein. 

Brave New World (1932) marked a turning point in Huxley’s career: like his earlier work, it is a 
fundamentally satiric novel, but it also vividly expresses Huxley’s distrust of 20th-century trends in both 
politics and technology. The novel presents a nightmarish vision of a future society in which 
psychological conditioning forms the basis for a scientifically determined and immutable caste system 
that, in turn, obliterates the individual and grants all control to the World State. The novel Eyeless in 
Gaza (1936) continues to shoot barbs at the emptiness and aimlessness experienced in contemporary 
society, but it also shows Huxley’s growing interest in Hindu philosophy and mysticism as a viable 
alternative. (Many of his subsequent works reflect this preoccupation, notably The Perennial Philosophy 
[1946].) In the novel After Many a Summer Dies the Swan (1939), published soon after he moved to 
California, Huxley turned his attention to American culture. 

Huxley’s most important later works are The Devils of Loudun (1952), a detailed psychological study of a 
historical incident in which a group of 17th-century French nuns were allegedly the victims of demonic 
possession; and The Doors of Perception (1954), a book about Huxley’s experiences with the 
hallucinogenic drug mescaline. 
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The author’s lifelong preoccupation with the negative and positive impacts of science and technology on 
20th-century life, expressed most forcefully in Brave New World but also in one of his last essays, 
written for Encyclopædia Britannica’s 1963 volume of The Great Ideas Today, about the conquest of 
space, make him one of the representative writers and intellectuals of that century. 

This article was most recently revised and updated by J.E. Luebering. 
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Humphry Osmond, 86, Who Sought 
Medicinal Value in Psychedelic Drugs, Dies 

By Douglas Martin 

• Feb. 22, 2004 

Humphry Osmond, the psychiatrist who coined the word ''psychedelic'' for the drugs to 
which he introduced the writer and essayist Aldous Huxley, died on Feb. 6 at his home in 
Appleton, Wis. He was 86. 

The cause was cardiac arrhythmia, said his daughter Euphemia Blackburn of Appleton, 
where Dr. Osmond moved to four years ago. 

Dr. Osmond entered the history of the counterculture by supplying hallucinogenic drugs 
to Huxley, who ascribed mystical significance to them in his playfully thoughtful, widely 
read book ''The Doors of Perception,'' from which the rock group the Doors took its 
name. 

But in his own view and in that of some other scientists, Dr. Osmond was most important 
for inspiring researchers who saw drugs like L.S.D. and mescaline as potential treatments 
for psychological ailments. By the mid-1960's, medical journals had published more than 
1,000 papers on the subject, and Dr. Osmond's work using L.S.D. to treat alcoholics drew 
particular interest. 

''Osmond was a pioneer,'' Dr. Charles Grob, a professor of psychiatry at the University of 
California School of Medicine, said in an interview. ''He published some fascinating data.'' 

In one study, in the late 1950's, when Dr. Osmond gave L.S.D. to alcoholics in Alcoholics 
Anonymous who had failed to quit drinking, about half had not had a drink after a year. 

''No one has ever duplicated the success rate of that study,'' said Dr. John H. Halpern, 
associate director of substance abuse research at the McLean Hospital Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Research Center in Belmont, Mass., and an instructor at Harvard. 

Dr. Halpern added that no one really tried. Other studies used different methodology, 
and the combination of flagrant youthful abuse of hallucinogens; the propagation of a 
flashy, otherworldly drug culture by Timothy Leary; and reports of health dangers from 
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hallucinogens (some of which Dr. Halpern said were wrong or overstated) eventually 
doomed almost all research into psychedelic drugs. 

Research on hallucinogens as a treatment for mental ills has re-emerged in recent years, 
in small projects at places like the University of Arizona, the University of South Carolina, 
the University of California, Los Angeles, and Harvard. Though such research was always 
legal, regulatory, financial and other obstacles had largely ended it. 

Huxley's reading about Dr. Osmond's research into similarities between schizophrenia 
and mescaline intoxication led him to volunteer to try the drug. Dr. Osmond agreed, but 
later wrote that he ''did not relish the possibility, however remote, of being the man who 
drove Aldous Huxley mad.'' 

So in 1953, a day Dr. Osmond described 12 years later as ''delicious May morning,'' he 
dropped a pinch of silvery white mescaline crystals in a glass of water and handed it to 
Huxley, the author of ''Brave New World,'' which described a totalitarian society in which 
people are controlled by drugs. 

''Within two and a half hours I could see that it was acting, and after three I could see 
that all would go well,'' Dr. Osmond wrote. He said he felt ''much relieved.'' 

Dr. Osmond first offered his new term, psychedelic, at a meeting of the New York 
Academy of Sciences in 1957. He said the word meant ''mind manifesting'' and called it 
''clear, euphonious and uncontaminated by other associations.'' 

Huxley had sent Dr. Osmond a rhyme with his own word choice: ''To make this trivial 
world sublime, take half a gram of phanerothyme.'' (Thymos means soul in Greek.) 

Rejecting that, Dr. Osmond replied: ''To fathom Hell or soar angelic, just take a pinch of 
psychedelic.'' 

Lester Grinspoon and James B. Bakalar in their 1979 book ''Psychedelic Drugs 
Reconsidered'' pointed out that by the rules for combining Greek roots, the word should 
have been psychodelic. They also said that even in the late 70's, psychedelic had mostly 
been replaced by hallucinogenic, a vocabulary shift they said Dr. Osmond himself made. 

In addition to his daughter Euphemia, Dr. Osmond is survived by his wife, Jane; a second 
daughter, Helen Swanson of Surrey, England; a son, Julian, of New Orleans; a sister, 
Dorothy Gale of Devon, England; and five grandchildren. 

Humphry Fortescue Osmond was born on July 1, 1917, in Surrey. He intended to be a 
banker, but attended Guy's Hospital Medical School of the University of London. In World 
War II, he was a surgeon-lieutenant in the Navy, where he trained to become a ship's 
psychiatrist. 



At St. George's Hospital in London, he and a colleague, John R. Smythies, developed the 
hypothesis that schizophrenia was a form of self-intoxication caused by the body's 
mistakenly producing its own L.S.D.-like compounds. 

When their theory was not embraced by the British mental health establishment, the two 
doctors moved to Canada to continue their research at Saskatchewan Hospital in 
Weyburn. There, they developed the idea, not widely accepted, that no one should treat 
schizophrenics who had not personally experienced schizophrenia. 

''This it is possible to do quite easily by taking mescaline,'' they wrote. 

Huxley read about this work and volunteered to be studied. The research also directly 
inspired other scientists, Dr. Halpern said. 

''There was a certain point where almost every major psychiatrist wanted to do 
hallucinogen research,'' Dr. Halpern said, adding that in the early 1960's, it was 
recommended that psychiatric residents take a dose to understand psychosis better. 

Perhaps the most famous psychedelic researcher was Dr. Oscar Janiger, a Beverly Hills 
psychiatrist, who gave L.S.D. to Cary Grant, Jack Nicholson and, again, Huxley. 

Dr. Halpern said that today's understanding of serotonin, a neurotransmitter important in 
causing and alleviating depression, grew out of research into the effect of L.S.D. on the 
brain. L.S.D. and serotonin are chemically similar. 

Dr. Osmond's most important work involved alcoholism research, done with Abram 
Hoffer, a colleague at Weyburn. Originally, they thought L.S.D. would terrify alcoholics by 
causing symptoms akin to delirium tremens. Instead, they found it opened them to 
radical personal transformation. 

''One conception of psychedelic theory for alcoholics is that L.S.D. can truly accomplish 
the transcendence that is repeatedly and unsuccessfully sought in drunkenness,'' 
''Psychedelic Drugs Reconsidered'' suggested in 1979. 

Bill Wilson, a co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous, met Dr. Osmond and took L.S.D. 
himself, strongly agreeing that it could help many alcoholics. 

As psychedelic research became increasingly difficult, Dr. Osmond left Canada to become 
director of the Bureau of Research in Neurology and Psychiatry at the New Jersey 
Psychiatric Institute in Princeton, and then a professor of psychology at the University of 
Alabama in Birmingham. He mainly studied schizophrenia but was disappointed he could 
not pursue his research into hallucinogens, Mrs. Blackburn, his daughter, said. 

''I'm sure he was very saddened by it,'' she said. ''It could have helped millions of people.'' 



A version of this article appears in print on Feb. 21, 2004, Section 1, Page 25 of the National 
edition with the headline: Humphry Osmond, 86, Who Sought Medicinal Value in Psychedelic 
Drugs, Dies. Order Reprints | Today’s Paper | Subscribe 
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Humphry Osmond, 86; Coined Term ‘Psychedelic’  

By Elaine Woo, Times Staff Writer Feb. 22, 2004 

The boisterous era that came to be called the Psychedelic ‘60s would have been unimaginable without 
the likes of Timothy Leary, Peter Max, the Grateful Dead and ... Dr. Humphry Osmond. 

Osmond, who died of cardiac arrhythmia Feb. 6 at age 86 at his daughter’s home in Appleton, Wis., was 
the true father of the turned-on decade: The British-born psychiatrist coined the word “psychedelic” in 
the early 1950s, after novelist Aldous Huxley asked him for a dose of the hallucinogenic drug mescaline. 
Despite some fears that history would record him as “the man who drove Aldous Huxley mad,” the good 
doctor obliged, unwittingly setting in motion what would become a massive cultural movement 

Huxley did not go mad, but he did experience a high of historic importance. He detailed his mescaline 
experience in the 1954 book “The Doors of Perception,” which became a bible for such leading 1960s 
seekers as Leary and philosopher Alan Watts. Their advocacy of mind-expanding, chemically altered 
states made drug-tripping mandatory for many intellectuals and the generation of youths who identified 
themselves as hippies -- a development that Osmond would deplore as dangerous and irresponsible. Yet 
the train had left the station, transporting, among others, a young songwriter named Jim Morrison, who, 
in tribute to Huxley’s famous book, named his band the Doors. Osmond’s concept of psychedelic went, 
in a few short years, from his brain to an entire society. 

That the moniker for the movement could one day be traced back to an English emigre with sparkling 
blue eyes and a fondness for Shakespeare was inconceivable in the 1950s, when Osmond was a 
psychiatrist at Weyburn Hospital in Saskatchewan, Canada. A native of Surrey, England, who earned his 
medical degree at the University of London in 1942, Osmond was interested in the biochemical roots of 
mental illness, a focus that had left him outside the psychiatric mainstream in Europe, where Freudian 
analysis was dominant. He immigrated to Canada, where he found a more hospitable environment for 
his theories, and later to the United States, where he worked at the University of Alabama and a 
psychiatric institute in New Jersey. 

In 1952 he garnered attention in the medical community with his idea that schizophrenia was caused by 
the human body’s production of a hallucinogenic compound. With his colleague, Dr. John Smythies, he 
theorized that the compound had properties similar to mescaline and related to adrenaline. “This was a 
remarkable hypothesis,” said Dr. Abram Hoffer, who was director of psychiatric research in 
Saskatchewan and hired Osmond. Hoffer later became known for his treatment of schizophrenia with 
megadoses of vitamin B-3 and ascorbic acid, a regimen he said is largely owed to the early work of 
Osmond and Smythies. 

Osmond advocated using mescaline to simulate the experience of schizophrenia in doctors involved in 
the treatment of those with the disease. Believing that the design of mental institutions was inferior to 
that of zoos, Osmond gave another hallucinogen, LSD, to architects in the hope that the drug would 
sensitize them to the spatial needs of psychotics and result in more humane environments. 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2004-feb-22-me-osmond22-story.html


His interest in the impact of architecture on human behavior stimulated the rise of socio-architecture as 
a field, said Robert Sommer, a professor emeritus of psychology at UC Davis, who described his former 
colleague as charismatic and “a Roman candle of ideas: He shot them off right, left and sideways.” 

Osmond also used LSD to treat hundreds of alcoholics. Among those he administered it to was Bill 
Wilson, co-founder of Alcoholics Anonymous. 

Taking the idea that alcoholics have to “hit bottom” before finding the motivation to stop drinking, 
Hoffer said he and Osmond thought that LSD, by simulating violent deliriums, would help alcoholics “hit 
bottom in a safe way” and remember enough of the experience to avoid it under any circumstances. 
After several tries, however, Osmond found he was having trouble giving patients an awful time. “They 
were enjoying it,” Hoffer recalled. “Humphry was seeing a new phenomenon.” 

Instead of using LSD as a stick, the researchers began to view it as a carrot -- one that could produce 
therapeutic, transcendental insights. They treated 2,000 alcoholics with the drug, 40% of whom stopped 
drinking and joined Alcoholics Anonymous, Hoffer said. 

When LSD was banned in the 1960s, the therapy became moot. But what many experienced as the 
pleasurable effects of a hallucinogenic drug was an important discovery, one that led Osmond to secure 
his place in cultural history. 

In the early 1950s he was contacted by Huxley, the esteemed British novelist known for his 1931 novel 
“Brave New World,” in which totalitarian rulers chemically coerced the world into submission. Despite 
that cynical view, Huxley believed in the potential of certain drugs to produce beneficial changes in 
consciousness. He wished to discover whether he might change his own mode of consciousness “to be 
able to know, from the inside, what the visionary, the medium, even the mystic were talking about.” 

Having heard of Osmond’s work with mescaline, he made a request: Could the doctor, who was then 
still in Canada, bring him some of the drug the next time he passed through Los Angeles? 

The opportunity came in May 1953, when Osmond arrived in town for a psychiatry convention. Years 
later, he remembered standing at a table in Huxley’s Hollywood home, dissolving the silvery, white 
mescaline crystals into a glass of water and worrying whether the dose -- four-tenths of a gram -- would 
be enough or too much. 

Although it did not work as quickly as he expected, the dose proved to be just enough to launch Huxley 
on what he later described in his book as a splendid inner journey. He perceived the jackets of books 
lining his shelves as divinely aglow. He felt his being flow into a typing table and a wicker chair. He 
beheld the flowers in a vase with new eyes, seeing “what Adam had seen on the morning of his creation 
-- the miracle, moment by moment, of naked existence.” Mundane objects were so transfigured in his 
heightened state that Huxley “had an inkling of what it must feel like to be mad.” 

After the effects of the mescaline wore off, he wrote “The Doors of Perception,” a title borrowed from a 
line by poet William Blake. “If the doors of perception were cleansed,” Blake wrote, “everything would 
appear to man as it is, infinite.” 

Huxley and Osmond became close intellectual mates. “It was really delightful to see these two men 
speak so fast about every possible subject,” Huxley’s widow, Laura, told The Times last week. “They 
were bouncing all over the universe.” 



Among the many things they discussed was the need for a new name for substances like mescaline, 
which then were called psychotomimetics for their ability to mimic the qualities of psychosis in users. 
Osmond sought a name that de-emphasized the pathological effects and highlighted the wondrous. He 
had tried the substances himself and pronounced his experiences with them among “the most strange, 
most awesome and ... most beautiful things in a varied and fortunate life.” 

In an exchange of letters, Huxley proposed that the drugs be called phanerothymes, which was taken 
from Greek and Latin words related to spirit or soul. He incorporated the word in a couplet he sent to 
Osmond: “To make this trivial world sublime/Take half a Gramme of phanerothyme.” 

Osmond “thought that was a stupid word,” recalled Alex Randall, a former student of Osmond’s who 
teaches communication at the University of the Virgin Islands. “He said, ‘That word will never catch on.’ 
” 

The word Osmond preferred also had Greek roots, but it meant “mind-manifesting.” He replied to 
Huxley with a couplet of his own: “To fathom hell or soar angelic/Just take a pinch of psychedelic.” 

For Osmond, it was just a short trip from there to posterity. 
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From the Venice Short Line to Rapid Bus #733: A History of 
Transit Service on Venice Boulevard. 
cph on July 13, 2010 — Leave a Comment  

In honor of Metro’s new Venice Bl. Rapid Bus (#733), I will describe the history of public 
transportation on Venice Boulevard. 

It Began With A Rail Line…. 

The story starts in 1897 when the Pasadena and Pacific Railway, one of Los Angeles’ early 
streetcar companies, built a line along 16th Street (later renamed Venice Boulevard) from Hill St. 
in downtown, to Vineyard, a neighborhood just east of Crenshaw Boulevard. At Vineyard, the 
line branched to Beverly Hills, West Los Angeles and Santa Monica. In 1902, the Los Angeles 
Pacific Railroad extended this line westward along Venice Blvd. to Ocean Park; about a year 
later, a connection was made to Santa Monica. Although the line was generally speedy, 
congestion along the 16th Street portion caused the Los Angeles Pacific to consider building a 
subway under that street. Real estate developers in Beverly Hills promoted properties in 
anticipation of the new subway. Unfortunately, the subway idea was abandoned in 1907 due to 
financial problems. 

Pacific Electric acquired the The Venice Short Line (as it came to be called) as part of its “Great 
Merger” in 1911. The Venice Short Line catered to longer-distance trips; PE ran local trains 
between downtown Los Angeles and Vineyard to accommodate short-haul travel. In practice, 
most people found it just as easy to walk to the Los Angeles Railway lines on nearby Pico or 
Washington Boulevards; LARY fares were generally less as well. 

Buses to the Beach 

The Venice Short Line was the most direct way to get to the beach from downtown Los Angeles, 
and it was very popular with beachgoers. It also attracted competition from bus companies as 
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soon as practical buses were developed. (Before 1917, there was little regulation as to where bus 
companies could operate). 

One short-lived competitor was the Pacific Motor Coach Company. Starting in April 1914, this 
company ran double-deck buses between Los Angeles and Venice, along nearby Washington 
Blvd. Their buses, built on truck chassis, were not particularly comfortable. Strong competition 
by jitneys (motorists who offered rides to people waiting at bus/streetcar stops) also contributed 
to Pacific Motor Coach going out of business by December. 

About ten years later, businessman Ralph Carrasco operated several bus lines in and around 
Venice (which was an independent city until 1925). His principal route operated along Venice 
Blvd. between the Venice traffic circle and Motor Ave. in Culver City. This was in direct 
competition with the Pacific Electric route, but no one with any authority paid any attention until 
Venice was annexed to the City of Los Angeles in November 1925. Carrasco’s line now fell 
under the jurisdiction of the city’s Board of Utilities and Transportation, who asked him to cease 
operating it. Carrasco sold his other bus routes to Bay Cities Transit, which eventually was 
acquired by Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus. 

There was still demand for additional transportation to Venice, especially if it could offer lower 
fares than PE did. The City of Culver City began a municipal bus service along Washington 
Blvd. in March 1928, connecting Venice with the Los Angeles Railway streetcar terminal at 
Washington and Rimpau. Santa Monica set up a similar service along Pico Bl in April, 
connecting with the Pico/Rimpau terminal. This time, PE had little power to do anything about 
its new competition. Unlike privately-owned bus companies, municipal carriers were not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Railroad Commission. LA’s BPU&T did not object to the municipal bus 
lines, as long as they did not ask to operate all the way to Downtown LA. A streetcar fare, plus 
the bus fare to the beach, was substantially cheaper than the PE fare from Downtown to Venice. 
As the nation entered the Great Depression, these buses further cut into the Venice Short Line’s 
ridership. Both the Culver City and Santa Monica bus systems exist to this day; these two lines 
(CC #1 on Washington and BBB #7 on Pico, respectively) are their busiest routes. 

PE Goes Bus(t) 

By 1950, PE, facing increased maintenance costs, decided to replace the Venice Short Line with 
a bus route. PE combined the Venice Bl. bus line with existing line #75 (which was the LA-
Beverly Hills-Santa Monica route, “bussified” in 1940) and operated it as a big, two-way loop: 
LA-Vineyard-Culver City-Venice-Santa Monica-Beverly Hills-Vineyard-LA. 

In 1963, LAMTA broke the route and reassigned the Beverly Hills portion to Line #4, which ran 
through Downtown and then Santa Monica Blvd. LAMTA extended #75 through Downtown and 
north into Echo Park. (A bus route #91, which ran from Vineyard via Venice Bl. through 
Downtown and into Echo Park, had operated since 1950,  replaceing the PE’s local Venice Bl. 
trains) 

SCRTD, in 1981, implemented a new limited stop route along Venice Bl. It was numbered #313. 
In the “Great Renumbering” in 1983, #75 became #33, and #313 was renumbered to #333. Thus 



began the practice of adding 300 to the local bus route number to designate the corresponding 
limited stop route. 

The #33 and #333 was extended to serve Union Station (in 1993) and Gateway Plaza, behind 
Union Station (in 1996). 

An Odd Owl, Indeed 

In December 2008, Metro reconfigured the service so that #33 only ran between 6th/Main 
(Downtown LA) and Venice. The #333 covered the entire length of the route, from Union 
Station to Santa Monica. This service pattern was observed even during late night and “owl” 
service, making the #333 possibly the first limited-stop owl service in the history of transit in 
Los Angeles. Although it allowed Metro to turn buses around faster, it must have been 
inconvenient for some riders to walk to a limited stop in the middle of the night. By late June 
2010, Metro replaced the #333 with the #733 Rapid Bus, and owl trips on the #33 now include 
the entire route from Union Station to Santa Monica. 
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In honor of Metro’s new Venice Bl. Rapid Bus (#733), I will describe the history of public 
transportation on Venice Boulevard. 

It Began With A Rail Line…. 

The story starts in 1897 when the Pasadena and Pacific Railway, one of Los Angeles’ early 
streetcar companies, built a line along 16th Street (later renamed Venice Boulevard) from Hill St. 
in downtown, to Vineyard, a neighborhood just east of Crenshaw Boulevard. At Vineyard, the 
line branched to Beverly Hills, West Los Angeles and Santa Monica. In 1902, the Los Angeles 
Pacific Railroad extended this line westward along Venice Blvd. to Ocean Park; about a year 
later, a connection was made to Santa Monica. Although the line was generally speedy, 
congestion along the 16th Street portion caused the Los Angeles Pacific to consider building a 
subway under that street. Real estate developers in Beverly Hills promoted properties in 
anticipation of the new subway. Unfortunately, the subway idea was abandoned in 1907 due to 
financial problems. 

Pacific Electric acquired the The Venice Short Line (as it came to be called) as part of its “Great 
Merger” in 1911. The Venice Short Line catered to longer-distance trips; PE ran local trains 
between downtown Los Angeles and Vineyard to accommodate short-haul travel. In practice, 
most people found it just as easy to walk to the Los Angeles Railway lines on nearby Pico or 
Washington Boulevards; LARY fares were generally less as well. 

Buses to the Beach 

The Venice Short Line was the most direct way to get to the beach from downtown Los Angeles, 
and it was very popular with beachgoers. It also attracted competition from bus companies as 
soon as practical buses were developed. (Before 1917, there was little regulation as to where bus 
companies could operate). 

One short-lived competitor was the Pacific Motor Coach Company. Starting in April 1914, this 
company ran double-deck buses between Los Angeles and Venice, along nearby Washington 
Blvd. Their buses, built on truck chassis, were not particularly comfortable. Strong competition 
by jitneys (motorists who offered rides to people waiting at bus/streetcar stops) also contributed 
to Pacific Motor Coach going out of business by December. 

About ten years later, businessman Ralph Carrasco operated several bus lines in and around 
Venice (which was an independent city until 1925). His principal route operated along Venice 
Blvd. between the Venice traffic circle and Motor Ave. in Culver City. This was in direct 
competition with the Pacific Electric route, but no one with any authority paid any attention until 
Venice was annexed to the City of Los Angeles in November 1925. Carrasco’s line now fell 
under the jurisdiction of the city’s Board of Utilities and Transportation, who asked him to cease 
operating it. Carrasco sold his other bus routes to Bay Cities Transit, which eventually was 
acquired by Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus. 
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There was still demand for additional transportation to Venice, especially if it could offer lower 
fares than PE did. The City of Culver City began a municipal bus service along Washington 
Blvd. in March 1928, connecting Venice with the Los Angeles Railway streetcar terminal at 
Washington and Rimpau. Santa Monica set up a similar service along Pico Bl in April, 
connecting with the Pico/Rimpau terminal. This time, PE had little power to do anything about 
its new competition. Unlike privately-owned bus companies, municipal carriers were not subject 
to the jurisdiction of the Railroad Commission. LA’s BPU&T did not object to the municipal bus 
lines, as long as they did not ask to operate all the way to Downtown LA. A streetcar fare, plus 
the bus fare to the beach, was substantially cheaper than the PE fare from Downtown to Venice. 
As the nation entered the Great Depression, these buses further cut into the Venice Short Line’s 
ridership. Both the Culver City and Santa Monica bus systems exist to this day; these two lines 
(CC #1 on Washington and BBB #7 on Pico, respectively) are their busiest routes. 

PE Goes Bus(t) 

By 1950, PE, facing increased maintenance costs, decided to replace the Venice Short Line with 
a bus route. PE combined the Venice Bl. bus line with existing line #75 (which was the LA-
Beverly Hills-Santa Monica route, “bussified” in 1940) and operated it as a big, two-way loop: 
LA-Vineyard-Culver City-Venice-Santa Monica-Beverly Hills-Vineyard-LA. 

In 1963, LAMTA broke the route and reassigned the Beverly Hills portion to Line #4, which ran 
through Downtown and then Santa Monica Blvd. LAMTA extended #75 through Downtown and 
north into Echo Park. (A bus route #91, which ran from Vineyard via Venice Bl. through 
Downtown and into Echo Park, had operated since 1950,  replaceing the PE’s local Venice Bl. 
trains) 

SCRTD, in 1981, implemented a new limited stop route along Venice Bl. It was numbered #313. 
In the “Great Renumbering” in 1983, #75 became #33, and #313 was renumbered to #333. Thus 
began the practice of adding 300 to the local bus route number to designate the corresponding 
limited stop route. 

The #33 and #333 was extended to serve Union Station (in 1993) and Gateway Plaza, behind 
Union Station (in 1996). 

An Odd Owl, Indeed 

In December 2008, Metro reconfigured the service so that #33 only ran between 6th/Main 
(Downtown LA) and Venice. The #333 covered the entire length of the route, from Union 
Station to Santa Monica. This service pattern was observed even during late night and “owl” 
service, making the #333 possibly the first limited-stop owl service in the history of transit in 
Los Angeles. Although it allowed Metro to turn buses around faster, it must have been 
inconvenient for some riders to walk to a limited stop in the middle of the night. By late June 
2010, Metro replaced the #333 with the #733 Rapid Bus, and owl trips on the #33 now include 
the entire route from Union Station to Santa Monica. 
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1928, connecting Venice with the Los Angeles Railway streetcar terminal at Washington and 
Rimpau. Santa Monica set up a similar service along Pico Bl in April, connecting with the 
Pico/Rimpau terminal. This time, PE had little power to do anything about its new competition. 
Unlike privately-owned bus companies, municipal carriers were not subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Railroad Commission. LA’s BPU&T did not object to the municipal bus lines, as long as 
they did not ask to operate all the way to Downtown LA. A streetcar fare, plus the bus fare to the 
beach, was substantially cheaper than the PE fare from Downtown to Venice. As the nation 
entered the Great Depression, these buses further cut into the Venice Short Line’s ridership. Both 
the Culver City and Santa Monica bus systems exist to this day; these two lines (CC #1 on 
Washington and BBB #7 on Pico, respectively) are their busiest routes. PE Goes Bus(t) By 1950, 
PE, facing increased maintenance costs, decided to replace the Venice Short Line with a bus 
route. PE combined the Venice Bl. bus line with existing line #75 (which was the LA-Beverly 
Hills-Santa Monica route, “bussified” in 1940) and operated it as a big, two-way loop: LA-
Vineyard-Culver City-Venice-Santa Monica-Beverly Hills-Vineyard-LA. In 1963, LAMTA 
broke the route and reassigned the Beverly Hills portion to Line #4, which ran through 
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and into Echo Park, had operated since 1950, replaceing the PE’s local Venice Bl. trains) 
SCRTD, in 1981, implemented a new limited stop route along Venice Bl. It was numbered #313. 
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began the practice of adding 300 to the local bus route number to designate the corresponding 
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The #333 covered the entire length of the route, from Union Station to Santa Monica. This 
service pattern was observed even during late night and “owl” service, making the #333 possibly 
the first limited-stop owl service in the history of transit in Los Angeles. Although it allowed 
Metro to turn buses around faster, it must have been inconvenient for some riders to walk to a 
limited stop in the middle of the night. By late June 2010, Metro replaced the #333 with the #733 
Rapid Bus, and owl trips on the #33 now include the entire route from Union Station to Santa 
Monica. References: Lines of Pacific Electric – Western District (Interurbans Press) Duke, 
Donald. Pacific Electric Railway. Volume 4 – The Western Division Bail, Eli. From Railway to 
Freeway, p. 19, 69-71 Electric Railway Journal, Feb 13, 1915, p. 324 Los Agneles. Bureau of 
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Service on Venice Boulevard. cph on July 13, 2010 — Leave a Comment In honor of Metro’s 
new Venice Bl. Rapid Bus (#733), I will describe the history of public transportation on Venice 
Boulevard. It Began With A Rail Line…. The story starts in 1897 when the Pasadena and Pacific 
Railway, one of Los Angeles’ early streetcar companies, built a line along 16th Street (later 
renamed Venice Boulevard) from Hill St. in downtown, to Vineyard, a neighborhood just east of 
Crenshaw Boulevard. At Vineyard, the line branched to Beverly Hills, West Los Angeles and 
Santa Monica. In 1902, the Los Angeles Pacific Railroad extended this line westward along 
Venice Blvd. to Ocean Park; about a year later, a connection was made to Santa Monica. 
Although the line was generally speedy, congestion along the 16th Street portion caused the Los 
Angeles Pacific to consider building a subway under that street. Real estate developers in 
Beverly Hills promoted properties in anticipation of the new subway. Unfortunately, the subway 
idea was abandoned in 1907 due to financial problems. Pacific Electric acquired the The Venice 
Short Line (as it came to be called) as part of its “Great Merger” in 1911. The Venice Short Line 
catered to longer-distance trips; PE ran local trains between downtown Los Angeles and 
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generally less as well. Buses to the Beach The Venice Short Line was the most direct way to get 
to the beach from downtown Los Angeles, and it was very popular with beachgoers. It also 
attracted competition from bus companies as soon as practical buses were developed. (Before 
1917, there was little regulation as to where bus companies could operate). One short-lived 
competitor was the Pacific Motor Coach Company. Starting in April 1914, this company ran 
double-deck buses between Los Angeles and Venice, along nearby Washington Blvd. Their 
buses, built on truck chassis, were not particularly comfortable. Strong competition by jitneys 
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Motor Ave. in Culver City. This was in direct competition with the Pacific Electric route, but no 
one with any authority paid any attention until Venice was annexed to the City of Los Angeles in 
November 1925. Carrasco’s line now fell under the jurisdiction of the city’s Board of Utilities 
and Transportation, who asked him to cease operating it. Carrasco sold his other bus routes to 
Bay Cities Transit, which eventually was acquired by Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus. There was 
still demand for additional transportation to Venice, especially if it could offer lower fares than 



PE did. The City of Culver City began a municipal bus service along Washington Blvd. in March 
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 Pacific Electric  
Venice Short Line 

 
Introduction: 
VENICE SHORT LINE 

ROUTE: From Hill Street Station via Hill Street, 16th Street(Venice Boulevard.) and private way to Vineyard(5.48 
Miles); thence on private way to Culver Junction.(9.19 miles), Palms(9.99 miles), Venice City Hall(13.76), 
Windward Avenue(Venice) (14.75 miles), Pier Avenue Ocean Park(15.60miles), to Santa Monica Boulevard. & 
Broadway, Santa Monica(16.96 miles). From Vineyard to Santa Monica the only stretches of street running were on 
Pacific Avenue, Venice, from Venice Boulevard. to Windward Avenue, and on Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, from 
Pico Boulevard. to the terminus at Broadway. The VSL was double tracked throughout, plus two very short passing 
sidings in Los Angeles on Venice Boulevard. at Berendo Street and at Second Avenue 

HISTORY: That portion of this line from Hill & 4th Street to Vineyard was constructed in 1897 by Pasadena & 
Pacific Railway Company, a predecessor of Los Angeles Pacific. It was then known as the W. 16th Street Division 
and extended through from Vineyard to Beverly Hills. In 1902 LAP built the Palms Division from Vineyard to 
Ocean Park; this line was practically level, had few curves and traversed a much more direct route to the west 
beaches than did the line through Beverly Hills. In 1903, a connection was built between Venice City Hall and the 
Lagoon Line and the development of Venice a year later found LAP ready with fast, direct car service to the new 
resort. In 1908, this line was standard gauged and LAP's biggest interurban cars commenced operating over it in 
trains which sometimes reached five cars in length. This line immediately became the heaviest travelled beach line 
out of Los Angeles and retained that distinction for many years. In 1911, PE took over this line. 

Under the Pacific Electric flag, the Venice Short Line continued to be a spectacular performer in hauling crowds to 
the shore. However, dense traffic encountered in Los Angeles and the rise of competing bus lines gradually caused 
patronage to drop. The oft proposed Vineyard Subway would probably save this line; without it, the eventual 
conversion to busses was inevitable. The VSL was the "big" line of the Western District. It was the shortest, most 
direct rail route to the western beaches and traffic hauled on good beach days reached the highest points recorded on 
the entire PE system. Had the Vineyard Subway been built, and had this line been four-tracked (as was intended), 
the Venice Short Line undoubtedly would have become the trunk line of a comprehensive rapid transit system for 
western Los Angeles. Final abandonment of rail service occurred on September 1, 1950 when busses were 
substituted; rails were removed with the exception of a short piece of the inbound main adjacent to the Culver City 
Station. 

OPERATION: As of July, 1911, it took 50 minutes westbound and 52 minutes in the opposite direction with trains 
running on 20 minute headway in base periods, 15 minute headway in the evening rush hours. and 30 minute 
frequency at night. In early 1913, "Flyers" made it in 45 minutes, locals in 50 minutes. All VSL trains ran limited 
east of Vineyard, local service there being provided by the W. 16th Street Line. On August 10, 1916, VSL trains 
looped in Santa Monica via Santa Monica Boulevard., 3rd Street, Broadway to Ocean. On December 1, 1926 , this 
loop was discontinued, and trains were through-routed with those of the Santa Monica via Beverly Hills Line; about 
two months later this through-routing was terminated, with VSL trains again terminating at Ocean & Broadway. As 
of January 30, 1939, VSL trains required 59 minutes for the outbound trip, 60 minutes inbound. 

On February 9, 1941, the VSL was through-routed with the Hollywood Boulevard. Line except for rush hour, night 
and Sunday service; 20 brand new PCC cars were assigned to the line and running time was lengthened to 62 
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minutes outbound, 67 inbound. All midday cars did the local work east of Vineyard. On April 18, 1943, the VSL-
Hollywood Boulevard. through-routed ended; headway became 20 minutes during base, night and Sunday periods, 
plus a 75 minute service all night long. Running time became 64 minutes out, 65 in. 

Postwar dropping off of passengers was reflected in service cuts. On March 21, 1947, weekday evening service after 
10:00 PM was put on a thirty minute headway. Owl service was discontinued on March 12, 1948, and on the same 
date Sunday service also went on a half hour headway after 10:00 PM. Evening rush hour headway was very 
frequent, down to 7 minutes in some instances. Base service was on a 20 minute headway basis, with the same 
headway being scheduled for Sunday daylight hours. 

Downtown traffic(between Hill Street Station and Vineyard) was a severe headache; this segment of the line 
represented but 4% of the route mileage, yet as of 1939, it took 24% of the average running time; in later years this 
became even greater. 

The VSL as of 1939, required 23 cars of the 950 and 800 Classes. A maximum of 23 cars were required and a 
minimum of seven. These cars seated 56 and were not fast; the 800s could get up to about 48 mph, the 950s but 41. 

The VSL was protected from Vineyard to Venice by automatic block signals, installed as a result of the disastrous 
Vineyard wreck of 1913. 

VSL and other interurban trains using W. 16th Street were given some relief from interference by local cars through 
two sidings; outbound, a siding was located at Berendo Street, inbound one was at Third Avenue Local cars were 
required to enter sidings when interurban trains were observed overtaking. 

Two railroad crossings were encountered; at Culver Junction.(Santa Monica Air Line); and at Washington 
Boulevard. (Inglewood Line); both were protected by automatic block signals. 

There were six junction switches: at Hill Street Station, at Sixth Street, at Vineyard, at Culver Junction., at Culver 
City Station, and at Venice City Hall. 

EQUIPMENT: From 1911 to 1924, this line was served by 800 and 550 Class equipment. In 1924 the 950s returned, 
taking over most assignments with 800s on the remainder. In 1941, PCC (5000 Class) cars were introduced, aided 
by modernized 600 Class cars with some 950 Class cars still needed. The PCCs left the VSL in a short time, being 
unable to cope with the line's rough track; the 950s returned in force, aided by 600s. In 1946, six 1000 Class cars 
were added; the total at that time was 20 cars of the 950 class, 9 of the 600 type and six of the 1000s. 

TRACK: From Vineyard east, see Hill & West 16th Street Line. From Vineyard to the Venice City Hall, 70-lb. T-
rail on redwood ties and rock ballast; from Venice City Hall to the Trolleyway(Pacific Avenue), 60-lb. T-rail on 
redwood ties and rock ballast; from Venice Boulevard. to Windward Avenue, 128-lb. girder rail on treated ties and 
rock ballast, with asphalt pavement; from Windward to Pico Boulevard.(private way) 75-lb. T-rail, redwood ties, 
rock ballast; from Pico Boulevard. to Broadway Station, 128-lb. girder rail on treated ties, with rock ballast and 
asphalt pavement. 

ELECTRICAL FACILITIES: The VSL received its power from these substations: Burlington(No. 36), 
Vineyard(No. 37), Culver City(39), and Ocean Park(40). 

CAR STORAGE: VSL cars were stored overnight at Hill Street Station(17 cars), Vineyard(34 cars), and Ocean Park 
(65). All these facilities were used jointly with certain other lines. 

FREIGHT: The VSL hauled a negligible amount of freight. In 1935-36-37 the average freight revenue per mile of 
line was but three dollars between Culver City and Venice, but between Culver and Vineyard it rose to $1,817. A 
plant at Hauser Boulevard. accounted for 36 car loads per year, and diesel fuel to the Los Angeles Motor 



Coach(became LATL) Vineyard Division and lumber to yards at Vineyard made up a total of 208 cars annually. 
Freight reached VSL points via the Santa Monica Air Line through Culver Junction. 

Box motor and Railway Post Office service operated daily except Sunday. 

PASSENGERS (Fare & Transfer)   

Year Passengers Miles Revenue 
1913 4,777,000 1,745,845 $798,454 
1916 4,116,458 1,609,056 $642,633 
1918 4,213,664 1,662,553 $646,804 
1920 5,521,386 1,951,246 $1,289,652 
1922 4,556,603 1,810,160 $1,113,835 
1924 4,192,212 1,621,541 $1,012,962 
1926 3,771,114 1,507,047 $856,481 
1928 2,545,859 1,097,183 $451,411 
1930 2,326,895 1,007,642 $406,960 
1932 1,548,626 824,034 $246,977 
1934 1,234,038 695,618 $175,754 
1936 2,005,767 980,607 $254,198 
1945 6,388,894 1,530,277 $791,983 
1947 5,408,636 727,625 - 
1948 4,911,239 763,940 - 

THE SPECTACULAR V.S.L.: Carrying people to the seashore wa the VSL's most spectacular function. Here, from 
a notebook kept and leaned by Mr. Harry O. Marler, former Passenger Traffic Manager of PE, are some impressive 
figures. 

Sunday Travel: Sundays were usually good days for the VSL; only an 
"unusual" day prevented large crowds from going to the beach. Here are 
the best Sundays down the years: 
1914: June 28: 15,172 Passengers 
1915: July 4: 16,450 Passengers 
1916: May 7: 14,089 Passengers 
1917: June 17: 18,351 Passengers 
1918: June 9: 15,632 Passengers 
1919: April 20: 14,919 Passengers 
1920: July 4: 20,504 Passengers 
1921: August: 21: 16,274 Passengers 
July 4th Travel: Invariably the biggest day of the year was July 4th; here 
are some startling totals: 
1914: 29,508 
1915: 16,766 
1916: 26,800 
1917: 27,049 
1918: 26,505 
1919: 25,005 



1920: 27,824 
1923: 30,182 

These figures mean, of course, that the VSL's regularly assigned cars had to be augmented; the additional cars came 
form the Northern District. Usually a dozen or so three-car trains were sent over from the North with North crews, 
reversing the well known New Year's Day migration of West cars and crews to the Northern District. One of the 
North's veterans told your editor an interesting story regarding this July 4th influx of Northern District men to the 
VSL: 

"We had a three-car train of 950's as I recall it; anyway, we got to Broadway Station in Santa Monica OK and then 
started to go around the loop for the return trip. We had always turned our train this way in former years so thought 
it would be alright to do so now. However, when we got around the corner onto Third Street, there was a Birney 
sitting there with no operator anywhere in sight. We ran bells and whistled and soon we saw the operator run out of 
a cafe. He was amazed to see our big train, and told us in no uncertain terms that we were crazy to be there---that the 
loop no longer was used by interurban trains and he wasn't going to get out of our way at all! Reason got the better 
of valor finally, for we told him that if he ever came over to our District on New Year's Day and got into a pickle, 
we'd do everything possible to put him right. Pretty soon he thawed out, got into his car and pulled out of our way. It 
was the last time we went around that loop!" 

Special Events: Other crowd-getters on VSL were the Santa Monica auto races, bathing beauty parades, New Year's 
Eve, Halloween, and excursion days. 

Auto races in Santa Monica were very big in the Teens; such famous racers as Barney Oldfield and Teddy Telzlaff 
tooled their big racers through Santa Monica streets to the accompaniment of rabid cheers from the thongs, lining 
the curbs. On August 9, 1913, the VSL and Sawtelle Lines hauled a total of 11,358 people to view the races. On 
February 26, 1914, the same two lines took 11,609 fares and two days later got 10,915 more. On March 15, 1919, 
the total rose to 12,891. 

The bathing beauties were no slouches in getting the city slickers down to 
the shore. Witness these figures for Venice's annual Bathing Suit Parade: 
May 7, 1916: 14,089 
June 10, 1917: 14,282 
June 9, 1918: 15,652 
May 18, 1919: 11,594 
May 6, 1920: 20,587 
August 22, 1921: 16,274 
New Year's Eve was a wild night at Venice, of course. Between 6:05 PM 
and 11:30 PM passengers from Los Angeles totalled: 
1914: 3,102 
1915: 3,459 
1916: 2,978 
1917: 3,318 
1920: 4,372 
Halloween, also 6:05 PM to 11:30 PM from Los Angeles: 
1916: 2,549 
1917: 2,889 
1920: 4,663 



Wednesdays were Excursion Days for years, with a 25 cent round trip 
fare attracting heavy patronage. These figures show 25 cent Day travel up 
to and including the 5:00 PM train. 
June 4, 1914: 3,287 
July 23, 1914: 9,560 
September 17, 1914: 4,472 
June 10, 1915: 3,365 
August 19, 1915: 12,387 
September 16, 1915 4,986 
June 22, 1916: 6,864 
August 3, 1916: 11,214 
September 31, 1916: 10,899 
June 28, 1917: 6,938 
July 19, 1917: 11,876 
September 13, 1917: 4,068 

The above figures give first and last days of the excursion season plus the heaviest travelled day. These 25 cent Days 
were omitted in 1918, a war casualty, but were resumed in 1919 and continued through the Twenties. Excursion 
tickets were sold at Hill Street Station, 16th & Burlington, 16th & Vermont, 16th & Arlington, and 6th & Main 
Station. 

No other Southland beach rivalled Venice as an attraction, and likewise no other Pacific Electric line carried such 
heavy crowd loads to the beaches. 

ABANDONMENT: By 1948, years of deferred maintenance caught up with the VSL. It was then estimated that in 
order to continue any type of rail service, an immediate expenditure of $615,960 would be required to put track in 
acceptable condition. If PCC cars were to be placed in operation on the VSL, a further expenditure over a five year 
period of $694,110 would be necessary, due to this type of car's being unable to operate to best advantage over any 
but a rigid, well maintained roadbed. Further, to equip this line with PCC cars, a total of 39 units would have been 
necessary; at $40,000 per car, the total expenditure for new equipment would have been about $1,560,000. Thus, a 
total of about $2,870,000 wold have been required plus $10,000 more for crossing signal coordination and an 
undetermined amount to rehabilitate the well run down Ocean Park Carhouse. 

Arrayed against this total was the total expenditure required to convert the VSL to motor coach operation: $325,000 
for garage and parking facilities and approximately 50 motor coaches($22,500 each): $1,125,000. 

The above figures are from a report submitted to PE President O.A. Smith by consulting Engineer Arthur C. Jenkins, 
dated November 30, 1948. This report subsequently served as the basis for PE's successful abandonment plea. 
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PE 748: Last Days of the Venice Short Line 
By Ralph Cantos 

This photo of Pacific Electric no. 748 and train was taken in the last days of the world-famous 

Venice Short Line. The scene is at the foot of Venice Blvd. at Pacific Avenue in Venice. Behind 
the 748 is a new GM 2700-class Diesel bus, most likely on a training run. And like a scene out of 

the jungle, the GM Diesel bus is stalking the hapless 748 and train hoping to pounce on the train 

for the kill. 

The September 17, 1950, abandonment of the VSL WAS THE BEGINNING OF THE END for 

the Pacific Electric Railway as a large-scale commuter rail system. The VSL had great potential 

for upgrade to a fast and efficient light rail route. But the thinking of the day was to eliminate all 
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forms of suburban and city rail transit in Southern California in favor of “more efficient” 

freeways.  

And so, the VSL passed into history. The wide right-of-way down the center of Venice Blvd. 

would lay abandoned and weed-grown for more than a decade after abandonment. Finally, in 

1963, the “improvement” of Venice Blvd. began. The right-of-way was removed and ONE auto 
traffic lane was added in each direction. The massive La Cienega / Venice Blvd. bridge was 

demolished and at the same time, and the long Pico / San Vicente viaduct went with it.  

From the September 1950 abandonment of the VSL, to the last run on the Watts Line on 
November 2, 1959, the entire PE rail system was wiped out except for the Long Beach Line. 

Finally on April 9, 1961, the massive job of destroying a fantastic commuter rail system was 

complete. Modern freeways now moved the masses with far more speed then any of PE’s trains.  

Then in the 1980s, as auto traffic had reached intolerable conditions, transit experts came up with 

a brilliant idea. Why not built a light rail line between Long Beach and Downtown LA? I am 

sure some of these experts wondered why no one had come up with that idea before. As a result, 

the METRO RAIL BLUE LINE was born. And so now, decades after the PE was destroyed in 

the name of progress, the LACMTA is faced with rebuilding “HUMPTY-PE-DUMPTY” once 

again.  

If I had not seen this transit fiasco with my own eyes, I would never believe that something this 

stupid could have ever taken place…. 

Ralph Cantos Collection 

R E CE NT POST S 



•  

PACIFIC ELECTRIC 746 AT SAN VICENTE BLVD. AND GENESEE STREET 

•  

LAMTA 3146 AT THE PONET SQUARE HOTEL, MARCH 1963 

•  

LARY L LINE AT 11TH ST. / HOOVER ST. & OLYMPIC BLVD.: A SCENE TOTALLY 

UNRECOGNIZABLE TODAY 
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https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/pacific-electric-746-at-san-vicente-blvd-and-genesee-street/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/pacific-electric-746-at-san-vicente-blvd-and-genesee-street/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/robert-gaddie-collection/lamta-3146-at-the-ponet-square-hotel-march-1963/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/robert-gaddie-collection/lamta-3146-at-the-ponet-square-hotel-march-1963/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/robert-gaddie-collection/lamta-3146-at-the-ponet-square-hotel-march-1963/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/lary-l-line-at-11th-st-hoover-st-olympic-blvd-a-scene-totally-unrecognizable-today/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/lary-l-line-at-11th-st-hoover-st-olympic-blvd-a-scene-totally-unrecognizable-today/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/lary-l-line-at-11th-st-hoover-st-olympic-blvd-a-scene-totally-unrecognizable-today/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/lary-l-line-at-11th-st-hoover-st-olympic-blvd-a-scene-totally-unrecognizable-today/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/pacific-electric-746-at-san-vicente-blvd-and-genesee-street/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/robert-gaddie-collection/lamta-3146-at-the-ponet-square-hotel-march-1963/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/collections/ralph-cantos-collection/lary-l-line-at-11th-st-hoover-st-olympic-blvd-a-scene-totally-unrecognizable-today/


•  

VIDEO: “TRAFFIC WITH THE DEVIL” (1946) 

SH OW IN G 2  CO MM E NTS   

•  

Al DonnellyJanuary 5, 2018 

Reply  

The photographer’s timing on this was about as close to perfect as you can get! No second 

chances and film wasn’t something to waste. 

•  

George HaysJanuary 5, 2018 

Reply  

I am constantly amazed at the pristine quality of Los Angeles – at least up to the 1950’s. Sure 

there is lots of small trash in the foreground but no abandoned shopping cats; no fences on the 

right of way; no graffiti; minimal advertising. Traffic wasn’t bad enough to warrant endless 

directional signs and lights and crossing gates. Everything reminded me more of a gigantic 

theme park with fun rides ( like trolley cars ). The fareboxes only accepted small pocket change 

and believe it or not the operator – motorman – conductor would gladly make change! 

LE A VE  A  CO M ME NT 

 

https://www.pacificelectric.org/los-angeles-railway/video-traffic-with-the-devil-1946/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/los-angeles-railway/video-traffic-with-the-devil-1946/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/los-angeles-railway/video-traffic-with-the-devil-1946/
https://www.pacificelectric.org/pacific-electric/western-district/pe-748-last-days-of-the-venice-short-line/#comment-24951
https://www.pacificelectric.org/pacific-electric/western-district/pe-748-last-days-of-the-venice-short-line/#comment-24952
https://www.pacificelectric.org/los-angeles-railway/video-traffic-with-the-devil-1946/






































































1554 S ST ANDREWS PL 90019  
Application / Permit  

18019-10000-02968  
Plan Check / Job No.  

B18LA12163  
Group  

Building  
Type  

Bldg-Demolition  
Sub-Type  

1 or 2 Family Dwelling  
Primary Use  

()  
Work Description  

***DPI & POSTING ONLY*** TO DEMO (E) HOUSE.  
Permit Issued  

No  
Current Status  

Application Submittal on 6/15/2018  

Permit Application Status History  
No Data Available.  

Permit Application Clearance Information  
Demo Preinspection  Not Cleared  6/15/2018  MAI NGUYEN  

Contact Information  
No Data Available.  

Inspector Information  
AJA COLLAY, (213) 202-3433  Office Hours: 7:00-8:00 AM MON-FRI  

Pending Inspections  
No Data Available.  



Inspection Request History  
No Data Available.  

© Copyright 2015 City of Los Angeles. All Rights Reserved. 
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School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ 

Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

Subject property with backhoe utilized to remove debris from demolition of 1540, a 1906 Craftsman single-family residence  
and 1544 – 1546 St. Andrews Place, a 1908 Craftsman duplex directly at the north. 

 

 
First Sanborn Map, Vol 8, Sheet 860, showing 16th Street, now Venice Blvd. with perpendicular intersecting street which is St. Andrews Place. 

The Subject parcel remained vacant until 1931 when the small SFR was built by an earlier owner at the southeast corner of the property. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ 

Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

North elevation, northwest corners, second level 
half-round with banding along top, now further obscured by 

construction fencing of vacant parcels at north, view east. 

 
 

West façade, north wing of original quadplex, half-round with 
banding along top; six 4-light recessed casement windows, 
landscape, center courtyard, north elevation south section, 

view southeast. 



Corbett School for Eye Education ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ 

Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

South elevation of north wing, entry below half-round porch  
roof inset in band, is itself banded. Wall is stenciled in grey 

bamboo, view northeast. 

 
 

Raised west entry with double 4-lite doors and side lites, foyer 
 runs length of building, west to east exit. Half-round at  
center with six 4-lite casement windows at second level  
above banded roof with plain round supports, view east. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ 

Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 
 

South wing: Mural on north elevation of wing, entry with banded 
half-round above.Banded half-round, six 4-lite casements,  

second-level south, view southeast. 

 
 

South wing banded west elevation, banded half-round, six 4-lite 
steel casement windows, one-over-one window at south appears to 

be replacement of original, view east. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ 

Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

West façade of Corbett School of Eye Education/the “Studio” from St. Andrews Place, view east. Stucco- 
over-wood-frame, five half-rounds with six 4-lite casements each, courtyard with north and south wings, 

framed by parapet walls forming second-level balconies accessed from a door at the courtyard side of 
each half-round, centered ground floor entry double 4-lite doors with side-lites, lobby, mirrored exit at 

east, much original landscape/hardscape. 

 

Corbett School of Eye Education/the “Studio” from Venice Blvd. Banding runs around building at top of 
half-rounds/bottom of south balcony. Cascading verticals at west of second story. Built-in gutter system, 
4-lite steel casement windows in half-rounds and throughout. Original single-story building at east with 

altered fenestration, addressed as 2361 Venice Blvd, view northeast. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ 

Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

South elevation with second-level balcony across south elevation second level. East elevation 
 two-story half-rounds, one obscured by trees with six 4-lite steel casements, one open. 

 Original Italian Cypress trees, among others. View northwest. 
 

 

South Elevation with balcony. East elevation with two-level banded half-round with duplicate  
half-round obscured by trees at northwest corner. A 1950s open-work geometric wall was added  

around the east ground floor exit, view west. Photographed Jan. 3, 2020. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ 

Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

Original single-story detached dwelling which looks as though it was once commercial, although no 
permit indicates such. The fenestration has been altered. West elevation; south elevation, view east. 

 

South former façade, east elevation. Subject quadplex at west/left, view northwest.  



Corbett School for Eye Education ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ 

Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Photographs: Anna Marie Brooks, Aug. 2019. 
 

 

Related building in neighborhood: Historic-Cultural Monument 627, John F. Powers  
Residence, 1547 S, Manhattan Pl., one block to the seat of the subject property and one  

lot north, view west. 
 

 

Driveway, porte-cochere and carriage house at south of John F. Powers Residence, 
 view west. 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

 

 

William H. Bates, M. D. 
 

Margaret Darst [Corbett], BS 
Class of 1911, UC Berkeley 



School of Eye Education/the “Studio” ~ 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

 

  

“This is one of the most effective methods of obtaining  
relaxation of all the sensory nerves.” 

Source” Dr. Bates. The Cure of Imperfect Sight…p. 125. 
 
 

 

 
 

Source: Dr. Bates. The Cure of Imperfect Sight… p. 187. 
 
 
 
 

 



School of Eye Education/the "Studio" ~ 1554 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

Source: Dr. Bates. The Cure of Imperfect Sight… p. 204 

Dr. Bates. The Cure of Imperfect Sight… p. 230. 



School of Eye Education /the "Studio" ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

Source: Margaret Darst Corbett. 
How to Improve Your Eyes. 

1938. p. 54. 

Source: Margaret Darst Corbett. 
Help Yourself to Better Sight. 1949. Contained with 
other materials in a diagonal pocket at the inside  

rear cover of the book. 



 School of Eye Education/the "Studio"  ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: 
Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

“DEFENDS EYE TREATMENT – Irene Rich, at the left, and Billie Burke, 
screen luminaries, as the waited in court yesterday to testify for 

Mrs. Margaret Corbett who is accused of illegally practicing 
medicine through her ‘eye relaxation system.’” 
Source: Los Angeles Times, Jan 28, 1941, p. 1 B. “KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BEAN – Mrs. Margaret Corbett, 

 accused of practicing optometry without a license, shown 
with jumping bens and eye model at her trial.”  
Source: Los Angeles Times, Jan 23, 1941, p. 3. 



School of Eye Education/"the Studio"  ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ 
Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod ~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historic Photographs. 

Dr. Humphrey Osmond, M. D. Aldous Huxley 
Paris, c. 1950 



School of Eye Education/the "Studio"  ~ 1534 – 1560 S. St. Andrews Pl. & 2351 - 2371 W. Venice Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90019 ~ Style: Streamline Moderne ~ Year Built: 1936 ~ Architect: Earl D. Stonerod 

~ Contractor: Metropolitan Builders ~ Historical Photographs

Bottom of Sanborn Map Sheet 860 from 1951, showing the subject property at the northeast corner of 
St. Andrews Pl. and Venice Blvd., indicated by blue arrow. St. Andrews Pl. is perpendicular to Venice 

Blvd. at center of sheet, view north. 

Current Bing Map aerial view, still illustrating the demolished buildings on the two parcels at the  
north of the Subject property which is at the corner. St. Andrews is the street at the left of page. 

 Half-round at northeast of quadplex is visible in this view, otherwise obscured by trees.  
Half-round on second story north wing has been moved forward of other two at the second-level 

west. Garage at northeast removed with permit, 1965. Original single-story building at 
right/east has had fenestration altered, view north. 
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
5/21/2020

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 126B193   277

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 13,088.1 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 633 - GRID H5

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5073009010

 Tract THE W. G. NEVIN TRACT

 Map Reference M B 1-53/54

 Block 3

 Lot 9

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 126B193

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area South Los Angeles

 Area Planning Commission South Los Angeles

 Neighborhood Council United Neighborhoods of the Historic Arlington Heights, West Adams,
and Jef

 Council District CD 10 - Herb J. Wesson, Jr.

 Census Tract # 2213.03

 LADBS District Office Los Angeles Metro

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes ZI-2477 South Los Angeles Community Plan Adoption

 Zoning R2-1-CPIO

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2484 South Los Angeles Community Plan Implementation Overlay
(CPIO)

  ZI-2477 South Los Angeles Community Plan Adoption

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

 General Plan Land Use Low Medium I Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area None

      Subarea None

      Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay South Los Angeles

      Subarea Character Residential

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1554 S ST ANDREWS PL

1556 S ST ANDREWS PL

1558 S ST ANDREWS PL

1560 S ST ANDREWS PL

2361 W VENICE BLVD

2351 W VENICE BLVD

2371 W VENICE BLVD

 

ZIP CODES

90019

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

ADM-2018-4221-TOC

CHC-2020-3290-HCM

ENV-2020-3291-CE

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2008-1552-CPU

CPC-2004-2395-ICO

CPC-19XX-17317

CPC-19XX-17138

CPC-1986-603-GPC

CPC-1986-447-GPC

CPC-1958-8997

ORD-185927

ORD-185926-SA292

ORD-177323

ORD-167121-SA188

ORD-128220

ORD-111998

ZA-9966

ZA-19XX-17295

ZA-15339

ZA-13310

ENV-2008-1781-EIR

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area Low

      Non-Residential Market Area Low

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 3

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 5073009010

 Ownership (Assessor)  

      Owner1 D AND K CON LLC C/O C/O YEONG SIK KIM

      Address 6423  IVARENE AVE 
LOS ANGELES CA 90068

 Ownership (Bureau of Engineering, Land
Records)

 

      Owner EAST-WEST OUTREACH, INC.

      Address 1554 S ST. ANDREWS PL 
LOS ANGELES CA 90019

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.302 (ac)

 Use Code 1210 - Commercial - Store Combination - Store and Residential
Combination - One Story

 Assessed Land Val. $865,945

 Assessed Improvement Val. $368,026

 Last Owner Change 10/28/2015

 Last Sale Amount $9

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 9-991

  5-512

  1-924

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1936

      Building Class DXC

      Number of Units 0

      Number of Bedrooms 0

      Number of Bathrooms 0

      Building Square Footage 5,983.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2 No data for building 2

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) Yes [APN: 5073009010]

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone None

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

 Flood Zone Outside Flood Zone

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site Methane Buffer Zone

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 1.53570432

      Nearest Fault (Name) Puente Hills Blind Thrust

      Region Los Angeles Blind Thrusts

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 0.70000000

      Slip Geometry Reverse

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 19.00000000

      Rupture Top 5.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) 25.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 7.10000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction No

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) Yes [APN: 5073009010]

 Ellis Act Property No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Olympic

                Reporting District 2071

 Fire Information  

      Bureau Central

           Batallion 11

                District / Fire Station 26

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2008-1552-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM

Case Number: CPC-2004-2395-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): ICO TO REGULATE THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS RELATED TO AUTOMOTIVE-RELATED USES, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED
TO AUTOMOBILE, TRAILER SALES,  ETC

Case Number: CPC-19XX-17317

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-19XX-17138

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1986-603-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY PROGRAM

Case Number: CPC-1986-447-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): PLAN AND ZONE CONSISTENCY - SOUTH CENTRAL LOS ANGELES (HERB GLASCOW)

Case Number: CPC-1958-8997

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ZA-19XX-17295

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: ENV-2008-1781-EIR

Required Action(s): EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): SOUTH LOS ANGELES NEW COMMUNITY PLAN PROGRAM

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-185927

ORD-185926-SA292

ORD-177323

ORD-167121-SA188

ORD-128220

ORD-111998

ZA-9966

ZA-15339

ZA-13310

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 05/21/2020
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 1554 S ST ANDREWS PL Tract: THE W. G. NEVIN TRACT Zoning: R2-1-CPIO

APN: 5073009010 Block: 3 General Plan: Low Medium I Residential

PIN #: 126B193   277 Lot: 9  

 Arb: None  
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