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Chapter |
INTRODUCTION

COMMUNITY BACKGROUND

PLAN AREA

The Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View Terrace-Shadow Hills-East La Tuna Canyon
Community Plan Area lies in the northeast quadrant of the City of Los
Angeles. It is approximately fifteen miles from downtown Los Angeles.
Surrounding areas include: the Angeles National Forest, Little Tujunga
Canyon, Big Tujunga Canyon, Kagel Canyon, the Deukmejian Wilderness
Park, and portion of the Verdugo Mountains. The community lies adjacent
to the cities of Glendale and Burbank, and to the Los Angeles communities
of Sun Valley and Arleta-Pacoima.

According to the 1990 U.S. Census, the Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View
Terrace-Shadow Hills-East La Tuna Canyon community had a population of
52,919 and a housing stock of 19,305 dwelling units.

The street pattern in the Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View Terrace-Shadow Hills-
East La Tuna Canyon plan area includes a grid oriented on the primary
compass points in the flatlands of Sunland and Tujunga, a grid oriented on
the diagonal in most of Lake View Terrace, and a curvilinear pattern in the
surrounding hillside areas and Shadow Hills. The 210 (Foothill) Freeway
and Foothill Boulevard both bisect the area from southeast to northwest.
Big Tujunga Canyon Road and Sunland Boulevard project through the area
in a southwesterly direction. La Tuna Canyon Road bisects the Verdugo
Mountains from east to west.

Hansen Dam Park, Orcas Park, Verdugo Hills High School, and the
Verdugo Hills Golf Course are situated within the plan area. Tujunga
Canyon Wash and natural resource preserve areas are also located in the
community, as are flood plains draining into the region from the San Gabiriel
Mountains.

The planning area is predominately comprised of open space/vacant land
with Low Density Residential stretching across the center. Foothill
Boulevard provides a shallow corridor of commercial land with
concentrations of multiple family residential intermixed with commercial
uses.
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COMMUNITY HISTORY

COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION

The Foothill Boulevard Corridor Specific Plan was established in 1995 to
ensure that land uses and development in the Corridor occur in a manner
that is compatible with or compliments the surrounding community. The

intent of the Specific Plan is to have Foothill Boulevard function as a vibrant
commercial area with multiple-family housing opportunities.

Originally inhabited by Tuhunga Indians, commonly called Gabrielinos, the
Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View Terrace-Shadow Hills-East La Tuna Canyon
area was first developed in the 1880s. Sunland was developed from 2,300
acres of the original Rancho Tujunga tract, initially subdivided in 1884. This
area was promoted as a health community, named Monte Vista. When the
housing market boom of the 1880s ended, area residents planted orchards
and vineyards. The Western Empire group came in 1910 and the Little
Lands Colony followed in 1913. The "Little Landers" as they were called,
established a farm cooperative on the last 273 acres of the old Spanish
Land Grant, which is now the community of Tujunga. Incorporated in 1925,
the City of Tujunga voted to consolidate into the City of Los Angeles on
January 5, 1932.

Bolton Hall is the most significant structure in the area both for its
architectural style and its cultural importance. Bolton Hall was the civic and
cultural center of the community for the first half of the 20th Century. The
McGroarty building, which is now an art center, is another influential
architectural and cultural landmark. The area possesses numerous
architecturally significant homes, many built with stone and rock from the
Tujunga Wash.

The State of California requires citizen participation in the preparation of the
General Plan. Government Code Section 65351 reads "During the
preparation or amendment of the General Plan, the planning agency shall
provide opportunities for involvement of citizens, public agencies, public
utility companies, and civic, education, and other community groups,
through public hearings and any other means the city or county deems
appropriate."

Community participation occurred through focus group meetings and
through the open house and pubic hearing process to assist in identifying
community issues and formulating land use policies and objectives.

COMMUNITY ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

RESIDENTIAL

The following summarizes the most significant planning and land use issues
and opportunities identified in the community.

Issues
A Need to preserve single family neighborhoods.
A Need to preserve and enhance existing housing stock.

A Need to limit expansion of multi-family designated areas.
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COMMERCIAL

TRANSPORTATION

A
A
A

Need for more affordable housing.

Need for regulation of hillside development.

Need for housing, jobs and services in mutual proximity.

Opportunities

A Citizen awareness and active participation in community affairs.

A Access and proximity to employment.

A Potential for residential and mixed use development along commercial
corridors.

A Undeveloped or underdeveloped land allowing opportunities for clustered
development.

A Potential for establishing design guidelines for new residential
development.

Issues

A Lack of continuity of complementary uses and cohesiveness along
commercial frontages.

A Unsightliness of new construction due to the lack of landscaping,
architectural character and scale.

A Need to support and maintain the existing commercial environment
along Foothill Boulevard and Commerce Avenue.

A Inadequate transition between commercial and residential uses.

A Lack of a cohesive and pedestrian- oriented identity.

Opportunities

A Establish appropriate transitions between commercial and residential
uses.

A Create pedestrian-friendly shopping areas through use of street trees,
benches, convenient parking/access, and maintaining retail frontage at
ground level.

A Upgrade commercial areas on Foothill Boulevard and Commerce
Avenue through the Foothill Boulevard Specific Plan.

A Create an arts-oriented neighborhood on Commerce Avenue featuring
antique shops, cafes, artist studios and live/work space.

A Foster access and proximity to employment throughout the plan area.

Issues

A Need for the preservation, maintenance, and management of the

streets and freeways network in the community.
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NEIGHBORHOOD
CHARACTER

COMMUNITY PROFILE

A

Need to provide adequate funding for transportation management and for
the efficient operation of the transportation network.

Opportunities

A

Potential to prevent traffic circulation problems in the area by ensuring

street improvements and parking for multiple-family housing where
existing infrastructure is inadequate.

Use of public transit and other alternative means of transportation
through the implementation of transportation demand management
programs.

Issues

A

Scale, density, and character of buildings that complement surrounding
uses.

Effects of residential development on commercial corridors.

New hillside buildings blocking views or presenting an unsightly view
from below.

The need to preserve and rehabilitate areas with sensitivity to the
character of established neighborhoods.

Opportunities

A

A

Efforts aimed at preservation of the low density, rural character and of
the equestrian lifestyle.

Potential development of large parcels provide opportunities to enhance
community identity.

The Community Profile provides an overview of population, housing

and socio/demographics for the Sunland-Tujunga-Lake View Terrace-Shadow
Hills-East La Tuna Canyon Community Plan Area and compares it to the
rest of the City. The following tables contain the statistical data for previous
census dates and rates of growth.
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SUNLAND/TUJUNGA/LAKEVIEW TERRACE/SHADOW HILLS
COMMUNITY PROFILE

total population 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
sunland/tujunga 46529 45819 52919 59843 69032
citywide 2811801 2966850 3485398 3852993 4306564

growth rate 1970 to 1980 1980 to 1990 1990 to 2000 2000 to 2010
sunland/tujunga -1.5% 15.5% 13.1% 15.4%
citywide 5.5% 17.5% 10.5% 11.8%

population growth rate comparison

(includes group quarters population) **
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total households 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010
sunland/tujunga 14367 16127 18600 21393 25365
citywide 1024873 1135491 1203052 1323882 1474514
growth rate 1970 to 1980 1980 to 1990 1990 to 2000 2000 to 2010
sunland/tujunga 12.3% 15.3% 15.0% 18.6%
citywide 10.8% 5.9% 10.0% 11.4%
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* Southern California Association of Governments; a regional council of county and municipal governments

that includes Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura Counties.
** Population in group quarters includes institutionalized individuals, students in dormitories, and persons
in emergency shelters, migrant worker housing, halfway houses, nursing homes, military quarters, etc.



SUNLAND/TUJUNGA — COMMUNITY PROFILE

household size

“(persons per dwelling unit) * 1970 1980 1990
sunland/tulunga 3.17 2.78 2.82
citywide 2.68 2.55 2.84
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housing splits / vacancy factors ** 1970 1980 1990
(sunland/tuju c?a only)
single family dwellings 88% 81% 74%
multiple family dwelllngs 12% 19% 26%
vacancy rate (total housing) 3.1% 3.7% 3.7%

single family dwelling units, multiple family dwelling units,
and vacancy rates for total housing
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age of housing as of 1994 ***
total dwellings in

sunland/tujunga

(includes vacant and occupied units).

age of housing

6000 32.6%
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19.9% 20.0%
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number of units

50years + 40t049 30039 20t029  10to19 less than 10

*  Count of all persons in occupied dwellings. Does not include group quarters population.

** Housing splits are defined by the presence of a common wall between two or more dwelling units. Typical multiple
family units include condominiums and apartments. Typical single family units include detached structures.

*** Source of this information is the Los Angeles County Assessor. Data derived from the Assessors
LUPAMS (Land Use Planning and Management Subsystem) file. File date is mid 1994.






