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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10   
because the application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal 
warrants further investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 

 
HEARING DATE: June 18, 2020 
TIME:  10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see 

agenda for login 
  information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of June 21, 2020 per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 is 
tolled, and a revised date will be determined 
pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency 
Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising 
Expiration of Emergency Orders 
 
 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2020-3322-HCM 
                    ENV-2020-3323-CE   
 
Location: 1822 West 4th Street 
Council District: 1 – Cedillo 
Community Plan Area: Westlake 
Area Planning Commission: Central 
Neighborhood Council: Westlake North 
Legal Description: Sun-set Tract, Block D, Lot 9 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Morris Kight House is a one-story single-family residence located on West 4th Street between 
South Bonnie Brae Street and South Burlington Avenue in the Westlake neighborhood of Los 
Angeles. Constructed in 1911 in the Craftsman architectural style, the residence was later the 
home of the gay liberation leader and activist Morris Kight (1919-2003) from 1967-1974. Under 
Kight’s leadership, the property served as the genesis point and meeting place for the Los Angeles 
chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. The property also served as an important site for the 
organization of the Gay Community Services Center (now the Los Angeles LGBT Center) and the 
Christopher Street West parade. 
 
Irregular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with wooden clapboard siding 
and has a low-pitched, front-gabled roof with wide overhanging eaves. The primary, northeast-
facing elevation consists of an open porch, accessed by concrete stairs, with a wooden balustrade 
and square columns supporting a projecting front gable. The entrance is off-centered and consists 
of a single paneled door. Fenestration includes single-lite wood casement windows, tripartite 
windows with a fixed single-lite window with multi-lite transoms flanked by single-lite wood 
casement windows, and single-lite double-hung wood windows. There is a brick chimney on the 
southeast-facing elevation. A wood-frame garage is located at the rear (southwest) of the parcel, 
and there are several temporary ancillary structures on the site. 
 
The gay liberation movement in the United States started in the late 1960s, and Los Angeles 
played a critical role. In 1969, in the midst of the national LGBT liberation movement, two 
important organizations were founded, the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) 
and the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC). At their core were two gay men, Morris Kight 
and Don Kilhefner. The GLF was founded in New York City in direct response to the 1969 
Stonewall riots, and by the end of that year chapters were formed in cities across the country, 
including Los Angeles and San Francisco. The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the 
end to the persecution of LGBT persons, denouncing racism, and attacking traditional gender 
roles. Although the GLF folded by the mid-1970s, they demonstrated against negative images of 
LGBT persons in print media and on television and organized the first gay pride parade down 
Hollywood Boulevard, the Christopher Street West Parade. Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC had 
a political component, but its primary mission was providing social services to the LGBT 
community. Now called the LGBT Center, the GCSC would become one of the largest LGBT 
organizations in the country. 
 
Born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919, Morris Kight studied public administration and 
political science at Texas Christian University and graduated in 1941. While at university, he 
formed the Oscar Wilde study group, which was one of the first official and openly gay clubs on a 
university campus. After World War II, he lived in the Southwest and held jobs with the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program before 
relocating to Los Angeles in the late 1950s, where he committed himself to activist work. Kight 
served as a resource for the gay community, helping gay men secure lawyers and seek treatment 
for venereal diseases, and counseling those who were homeless or unemployed. A practicing 
pacifist, he also was involved with anti-Vietnam protest efforts. In the late 1960s, Kight devoted 
himself to the gay liberation movement and co-founded the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay 
Liberation Front and the Gay Community Services Center. After years of local activism, Kight was 
appointed to the Los Angeles County Human Relations Commission in 1979, where he served 
for 23 years. He remained an active presence in Los Angeles until his death in 2003. 
 
The subject property has experienced several alterations that include the addition of a bathroom 
in the basement, replacement of a rear window, and the construction of a two-car garage in 1937; 
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the repair of the front porch in 1994; the construction of temporary ancillary structures in 2019; 
and the replacement of the rear entrance door and some windows at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property in the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and Transgender (LGBT) Historic Context Statement as significant for its 
association with the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front and with Morris Kight. 
 
 
CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On May 22, 2020, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of June 21, 2020 per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020 Public 
Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the 
Municipal Code and April 17, 2020 Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority 
re: Tolling HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
. 
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2. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY & CURRENT STATUS
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3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘
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7A. Written Statement – Proposed Monument Description  

The Gay Liberation Front – Morris Kight House is located in the Westlake neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, California. The house is a one story plus basement, single family residence constructed 
in 1911. The house is rectangular in shape and faces north. It sits at the front of a narrow, 
rectangular, flat lot in the Sun-set Tract at 1822 West 4th Street between South Bonnie Brae 
Street and South Burlington Avenue.  A poured concrete driveway runs from the street, along the 
east side of the house, to a large, poured concrete pad at the back of the lot where there is a 
detached garage.  

The Gay Liberation Front – Morris Kight House is listed as a known resource in SurveyLA’s 
LGBT Historical Context Survey and appears to meets eligibility standards, character-
defining/associative features, and integrity considerations for Criteria A and Criteria B. The 
house is associated with the Gay Liberation Movement in Los Angeles, California as being the 
genesis point and the meeting place of the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front 
(GLF/LA). The house was also associated with the creation of the Christopher Street West 
(CSW) parade and the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC, now the Los Angeles LGBT 
Center). The house was the residence of gay liberation leader Morris Kight and is directly 
associated with his productive life where he achieved significance as a gay liberation leader. The 
period of significance is from 1967 to 1974.1 

Based on known photographs and permits, the house appears not to have undergone any major 
transformative alterations since the period of significance; the house retains its integrity of 
location, design, feeling, and association from its period of significance. The house does not 
appear to be of individual architectural significance but it is a good example of the early 20th 
century California craftsman bungalow style. 

The Gay Liberation Front – Morris Kight House displays early 20th century California craftsman 
bungalow character-defining features that include:2 

• One story house 
• Gently pitched, broad gabled roof facing the street 
• Lower, smaller gable covering an open front porch 
• Larger gable covering main portion of the house 
• Exposed rafters, ridge beam and purlins 
• Exposed porch-roof tie beam, king post and knee braces 
• Triangular knee brace supports 
• Unenclosed, wide eave overhang 
• Wood porch columns 
• Wide window and front door openings 
• Wide window and door casings 
• Single paned casement windows with multi light picture windows 

 
1 GPA Consulting, “Survey LA: LGBT Historic Context Statement,” 22-23. 
2 Blumenson, 70-71. 



• Single paned sash windows 
• Horizontal wood lap siding 
• Exterior brick chimney 
• Small windows flanking chimney 
• Poured concrete foundation, porch and steps 

The integrity and authenticity of the property is high. Most of the house’s original materials and 
physical characteristics remain. Some of the windows have been replaced and some window 
openings in the back of the house have been altered. Part of the back porch has been heavily 
altered. The chimney above the roofline, front porch columns, and roof support were damaged 
and repaired due to the 1994 Northridge earthquake. A detached garage, bathroom basement, and 
window change to the rear of the property was done in 1937. 

Based on Google Earth images and Google Streetview images from June 2014, January 2018, 
and April 2019, the makeshift shacks in the rear of the lot, the occupation of the garage, and the 
makeshift shack built on the front porch likely happened sometime after April 2019. It appears 
the changing of the basement windows and stringing of electric cords on the east side of the 
house and the opening of a panel into the east side of the house also likely happened sometime 
after April 2019. 

From about 1899 to 1963, the property was likely owned by just two families, Stoppel and 
Lampen. William Stoppel worked as a carpenter. His son Harry worked as a blacksmith helper 
for the Southern Pacific Company. William P. Lampen worked as an auditor for newspaper 
publisher Harry Chandler and the LA Times. 

At the end of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century, architects and builders used the 
styles of the Arts and Crafts movement for several single-family residences and multifamily 
properties in the Westlake area. The style was favored for properties in the northern part of the 
area, along Coronado, 4th, and 5th Streets, and along Ocean View Avenue.3 

According to the Intensive Survey of the Westlake Recovery Redevelopment Area conducted by 
LSA Associates in June 2009, the property is located within a status 6Q “Special Consideration” 
Zone. The survey identifies three “Special Consideration” zones with 6Q status. The property is 
located within the 6Q status zone that has West 3rd St. and West 5th St. as north-south borders and 
Columbia Street and South Bonnie Brae Street as east-west borders. The survey notes that 6Q 
status zones are not historic districts, but have retained some basic characteristics that contribute 
to a historic sense of place. The survey found three 6Q zones in the survey area: two are related 
to streetcar residential development and one is related to streetcar commercial development. 
These zones include several individually significant resources that help to represent the former 
character of the area.4 

The city’s first suburbs, in Angeleno Heights, Lincoln Heights, Boyle Heights, and Westlake, 
emerged along the streetcar lines during the land boom of the late 1880s and continued being 
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developed through the 1920s. The Westlake area had three streetcar lines running through it. By 
1912, all three of these lines were consolidated under the Los Angeles Railway, commonly 
referred to as the “Yellow Cars.”  Most of the survey area was subdivided in the 1880s, much of 
it in anticipation of streetcar lines. The 1900 edition of Sanborn Maps for Los Angeles show that 
these subdivisions saw dispersed development through the turn of the century but over the 
following twenty years, lots gradually filled in with a mixture of single-family residences and 
apartments. In contrast to the more typical streetcar suburb dominated by single-family 
residences, most blocks in Westlake represent a more historically mixed setting of single-family 
and multifamily development. Single-family residences in Westlake are limited and increasingly 
rare remnants of the early phase of streetcar suburban development.5   

 

7B. Written Statement – Statement of Significance 

Summary Paragraph 

Morris Kight’s home located at 1822 West 4th Street is associated with the Gay Liberation 
Movement in Los Angeles, California and is eligible under Criteria A and Criteria B. According 
to SurveyLA, the property is eligible under Criteria A for being the genesis point and the 
meeting place of the Los Angeles chapter of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF/LA). The property 
was also associated with the creation of the Christopher Street West (CSW) parade and the Gay 
Community Services Center (GCSC, now the Los Angeles LGBT Center). According to 
SurveyLA, the property is also eligible under Criteria B for its association with gay liberation 
leader Morris Kight as his place of residence and directly associated with his productive life 
where he achieved significance as a gay liberation leader. This property is also discussed as 
being significant in the National Park Service’s LGBT America, A Theme Study of Lesbian, Gay 
Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer History.6 The period of significance is from 1967 to 1974. 

 

Criteria A (1): Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or 
exemplifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the 
nation, state, city, or community 

Morris Kight moved to 1822 West 4th Street in the Westlake neighborhood in 1967 and lived 
there until 1974. While at 1822 West 4th Street, Kight co-founded organizations which have 
become today’s LGBT institutions: the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front 
(GLF/LA), the Christopher Street West parade (CSW Gay Pride Parade), and the Gay 
Community Services Center (now called the Los Angeles LGBT Center). Kight’s home was used 
for meetings, a gay crisis call center, and a “think tank” by the area’s prominent gay liberation 
leaders. 

A new generation of political activists were growing with anticipation and rage, born out of the 
homophile groups in the 1950s and the inexorable police harassment. Like every movement, the 
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next phase of the movement was the angry child, the game-changer, for the next generation. It 
was during this time that Kight and his colleagues led a profound and influential gay liberation 
movement through Los Angeles and the country; 1822 West 4th Street was the epicenter of that 
movement. 

Historic resources associated with the LGBT community are the product, at their core, of the 
dynamic, conflicting, and intersecting perspectives of personal identity, public attitudes about 
human sexuality, behavioral science theories concerning sex and gender, and the resulting 
distillation of that discourse as public policy acted upon by agents of local and state government, 
such as the police. During the 20th century, Los Angeles, along with San Francisco and New 
York City, were the key locations where sexual identity became the basis for efforts within the 
political and cultural spheres to gain recognition and acceptance of sexual and gender minorities 
as full members of American society.7 

There is a concentration of LGBT historically significant resources located in Westlake. The 
Westlake area was, during Kight’s time, popular with gays and lesbians; MacArthur Park, in 
particular, was a popular staging area for peace and labor demonstrations, and was popular for 
gay cruising. There was a notable increase of lesbian bars, in particular, in the 1940s and 1950s. 
When Bunker Hill was redeveloped in the 1950s through 1960s, many of its residents (many of 
whom were gay) moved into the Westlake area. The decline of Bunker Hill as a gay 
neighborhood, gave rise to neighborhoods like Westlake, Echo Park, and Silver Lake during the 
1950s. Its population was diversified with Latino families, gays, lesbians, and senior citizens.8  

Kight’s home at 1822 West 4th street was within walking distance of popular gay meeting places 
like the Latino Photo Shop, the delicatessen eatery, Langer’s Deli, and the Alvarado Theatre, 
which was renamed the Park Theatre in 1966 and played predominantly gay porn.9 It was also 
within walking distance to male physique photographer Bob Mizer’s, Physique Pictorial, studio 
and place of residence.10 

SurveyLA’s LGBT Historic Context Statement places 1822 West 4th Street within the theme of 
the Gay Liberation Movement, which spans from 1948 to 1980. Los Angeles played a critical 
role in the gay liberation movement in the United States, which can be divided into two distinct 
phases. The first phase of the movement involved consciousness raising, while the second phase 
involved political organizing. Prior to World War II, most LGBT persons were isolated from one 
another and they did not view themselves as being gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. This 
began to change after the war when LGBT persons from all over the country met each other 
through their service in the Armed Forces or their employment in wartime industries. Many 
chose to stay in Los Angeles after the war. Although homophobia was present, it was easier to be 
"different" in Los Angeles, than most towns and cities in the U.S. The groups that formed during 
the first phase of the movement were of the homophile movement and largely comprised of 
middle-class gay men who were focused on making same sex love acceptable to mainstream 
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society. The preeminent group associated with this time period was the Mattachine Society, a 
group that advocated for the improvement of the social status of gay men through its unique 
culture as a minority group and a grassroots movement to directly challenge anti-gay 
discrimination. 

The gay liberation movement gained steam and changed direction during the mid-1960s. During 
this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement was swept into the larger 
youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution that objected to the Vietnam War, 
challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, and confronted the policies that 
discriminated against women and minority groups. By this time, LGBT persons became more 
visible, defined themselves as a minority group, and resisted police harassment.11 

At the time Kight moved to 1822 West 4th Street, he was already a seasoned anti-war activist and 
a “one-man gay community services center.”12 His name and phone number were widely known 
in the gay community as he had printed out business cards containing his name, address, and 
telephone number. From the time Kight moved to Los Angeles in 1957/58, he had created a 
rolodex of doctors, lawyers, and public health workers who would treat and counsel gay men 
often at his home. He effectively created an underground social service entity for gay men in 
crisis. His areas of concern included housing, job finding, bail bonds, counseling, identification 
of resources, and advocacy.13 

Kight also worked with Reverend Troy Perry and others to repeal California’s sodomy law, the 
law that criminalized homosexuality. Many states in the U.S. repealed their sodomy laws in the 
early 1970s when they modernized their penal codes; however, California was an exception. 
California’s sodomy repeal effort began in 1969 when the repeal bill was introduced to the 
California legislature starting in 1969 by Assemblyman Willie Brown, and every year afterwards 
until its passage in 1975.14  

The Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 

The creation of the Gay Liberation Front chapter of Los Angeles (GLF/LA) was loosely born out 
of the Stonewall Riots in New York City in June-July 1969. The Stonewall Riots, which started 
as a result of a police raid of the gay bar on June 28, 1969, is widely considered as being the 
single most important event leading to the gay liberation movement. The news of the riots was 
heard across the United States. It became the marker between the conservative homophile 
movement and the radicalization of the gay liberation movement.  

The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the end to the persecution of LGBT persons, 
denouncing racism, and attacking traditional gender roles. Almost immediately after the 
Stonewall Riots, chapters of the GLF and the Gay Activists Alliance (GAA) were formed in New 
York.  
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GLF’s “new breed of radicals” participated in an almost continuous round of flashy, dramatic 
public demonstrations. Their targets were directed at all implicated in “the maintenance of gay 
oppression” – the media, the police, and the medical profession. They protested in the streets, but 
also spoke to high school civics classes. They “fashioned a new language and style of 
homosexuality. The accent was on pride and affirmation; they were blatant, outrageous, and 
flamboyant. Discarding notions of sickness and sin, they represented homosexuality as a 
revolutionary path toward freedom, as a step out of the constricted, stultifying gender roles of 
middleclass America. They engaged in public displays of affection, violated gender conventions, 
and gloried in the discomfort they deliberately provoked in others.”15 

On the west coast, it was not until friends Don Slater and Don Jackson convinced Kight to 
devote himself entirely to building a radical gay movement that the Gay Liberation Front in Los 
Angeles was started. Kight was deeply affected by the brutal murder of Howard Efland at the 
Dover Hotel by the Los Angeles Police Department and he was already feeling the “civilized” 
homophobia from the anti-Vietnam movement and was thinking of leaving the movement.16 Don 
Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press and Kight placed an advertisement for the first meeting of 
the Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA). The advertisement reflected the severe threat 
that homosexuals faced trying to live in Los Angeles, namely from the Los Angeles Police 
Department.17 

Morris Kight was a principle co-founder of the GLF/LA, along with Don Kilhefner, John 
Platania, Brenda Weathers, and Del Whan.18 At the first GLF/LA meeting, there were a total of 
16-18 people. Kight reminisced that it was radical and unstructured, and almost all the new 
attendees were new to radicalism. Each meeting though grew larger exponentially. By February, 
there were 150 attending the meetings and by April there were 250 people; they were held every 
Sunday.19  

Looking for a “splashy inaugural demonstration,”20 The GLF/LA’s first action was to march, 
demonstrate, and infiltrate Barney’s Beanery restaurant in West Hollywood. (Sometime in the 
1950s, the owner of Barney’s Beanery put up a sign reading “Fagot’s Stay Out” behind their bar 
because the bar at the time was patronized by gays and lesbians; “Fagot’s Stay Out” was even 
printed on their matchbook covers.) The demonstration was action most moderate members 
could rally behind, notably the Southern minister, Troy Perry, who had recently founded the 
Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) specifically for gays and lesbians. For nearly three 
months, demonstrations were held in front of Barney’s Beanery either in the form of loud 
protests, boycotting, sit-ins, and change-ins. When the news cameras were on, Kight would chant 
“more deviation, less population!” as men were kissing men and women were kissing women, 
and Perry would be chanting “we’re not afraid anymore!” It was a new powerful image of the 
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new radical gay. After three months, the GLF/LA prevailed when the owner begrudgingly 
handed over the many signs saying “Fagot’s Stay Out.”21 

GLF/LA calls were handled out of Kight’s Westlake home. He surmised that there were about 
two hundred calls a day.22 Kight brought on volunteers to manage and staff the phone line. He 
told his volunteers that “every call is priceless, every call is important…[it is] the most urgent 
call you’ve ever had in your life.”23 Phone calls ranged from when the meetings were scheduled, 
how to get out of a bad arrest or a bad marriage, how to get custody of property or children, or 
who would treat a venereal disease without reporting it to the public health office. This one-to-
one social service would soon be the beginning of the Gay Survival Committee, which 
eventually turned into the Gay Community Service Center (GCSC). 

In the first six months of the GLF/LA, they had at least 65 demonstrations at churches, 
synagogues, consulates, and bars, and gay-ins at Griffith Park. They successfully closed down 
The Farm, a bar in West Hollywood, where gay patrons were harassed with a “no-touching rule;” 
they infiltrated a psychiatrist conference where a notorious promoter of “behavior medication” 
for gays and lesbians was speaking to announce that “gay liberation” was to be discussed instead. 
In GLF/LA and Morris Kight fashion, the media was always tipped off. The GLF was incredibly 
effective in using the power of media to broadcast its message. A message that could enter any 
person’s home on nightly news and be a beacon for the majority of gays who were still 
oppressed. 24   

In two years, the GLF/LA had led more than 175 protests and demonstrations. Kight had become 
“a thorn in the side” of LAPD’s Chief of Police, Ed Davis, and consequently Kight’s Westlake 
home was raided/searched three times.25  

Christopher Street West (CSW) 1970 

The Christopher Street West march/parade was a collaboration between the GLF/LA and Tory 
Perry’s MCC. According to an article Kight penned, Kight took his phone off the hook to think 
about how to properly commemorate the 1969 Stonewall Riots. After brainstorming, he and Bob 
Humphries went to Troy Perry’s office in East Hollywood and told Perry and Bob Ennis his idea 
of having a march in Los Angeles down a major street.26 Perry loved the idea but said “Morris, 
this is Hollywood. Let’s do something a little different. Let’s hold a parade.”27 They had forty-
four days to prepare for it and four days to apply for the permit, which quickly became a 
publicized issue between them and the Los Angeles Police Department.  

After a contentious Police Commission hearing where Chief of Police Ed Davis likened 
homosexuals to “thieves and robbers” and stated that homosexuality was illegal in the state of 
California, the commission begrudgingly voted in favor of granting the permit on the condition 
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that the GLF/LA and MCC secure a one million dollar bond for property damage and to pay the 
police.28 Kight called the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) to launch a lawsuit; the 
conditions were dropped and the permit was issued two days before the march. The permit was 
granted based on the “constitutional guarantee of freedom of expression.” Up until the day of the 
parade, Kight received death threats at his home in Westlake.29 

“So marched we did, with butterflies in our stomachs, with legitimate doubts and fears, but with 
enormous courage and devotion.”30 – Morris Kight 

On June 28, 1970, over thirty groups convened at McCadden Place in Hollywood and marched 
north toward Hollywood Boulevard. The GLF/LA had a float featuring a homosexual nailed to a 
black-and-white cross with a sign reading “In Memory of Those Killed by the Pigs.” The 
GLF/LA also put on a guerilla theater skit where “fairies” dressed in wings were chased by vice 
cops with night sticks.31 Once the marchers turned the corner, thousands of spectators were lined 
on both sides of the boulevard; the LAPD was there and helicopters were overhead. Spectators, 
spurred on by media coverage and flyers handed out by the groups, closed in around the 
marchers in celebration and solidarity. There were over 30,000 people in attendance. 

The CSW march and parade kicked open the proverbial closet doors on America and out sprung 
a new force to be recognized.32 CSW was the declaration of pride and freedom for Los Angeles’ 
gay population. It was a model for other gay prides across the world. After the parade, the 
formerly anti-gay magazine Hollywood Citizen News, called Kight “a river to his people.”33 

(The formal, and knowingly ambiguous, name of Christopher Street West was given by Bob 
Humphries – “Bob Humphries came flying out of the rear of [Kight’s] house and said ‘I have it, 
Christopher Street West!’”)34 

The CSW pride march/parade was the first parade of its kind; now, it has an enormous impact on 
the local economy bringing in an estimated $70 million a year to the county with its 200,000 
visitors during the weekend festivities. 

The Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) 

The Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) was born out of the GLF/LA’s Gay Survival 
Committee. At its core, the Committee was Morris Kight and Don Kilhefner. Its primary mission 
was providing social services to the LGBT community. Existing social service agencies were 
often hostile to the needs of the community. For example, mental health facilities still treated 
homosexuality as a disease.35 Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC would become one of the largest 
LGBT organizations in the country; it is now called the Los Angeles LGBT Center. 
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Kight was keenly aware of the LGBT community not having equal access to social services. For 
years, he had widely distributed his name, phone number, and address in order to connect gay 
men in need of social services to the appropriate doctor, lawyer, or public health worker. 36 He, 
and volunteers he trained, fielded some two hundred calls a day to his Westlake home.37 This 
one-to-one social service grew into an essential part of gay life.38 

Most of the GLF/LA medical services were provided anonymously in the back room of Kight’s 
home in Westlake. There, doctors wrote prescriptions and provided free “samples” of 
medications. (At the time, the Medical Board protocol required that treatment for any sexually 
transmitted condition be reported to the County Health Board; the doctors knowingly risked their 
medical licenses, careers and livelihoods to not only treat these gay men but to also not report 
them to the County Health Board.) The back room was called the “clap shack.”39 

The Gay Survival Committee was led by GLF members Morris Kight, Don Kilhefner, and John 
Platania. Its first meetings were held at Kight’s home in Westlake and Kilhefner’s home in Los 
Feliz. A “think tank” of  about fifteen people were responsible for creating the Van Ness 
Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, the Liberation House which 
provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways,” and the foundation of what 
would become the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC), which was officially organized in 
April of 1971 and incorporated in October of 1971.40  

The emphasis of the center was on the word “community;” it implied “a group of people in 
which a person received according to his/her needs and gives according to his/her ability.” Gay 
doctors, nurses and technicians had the opportunity to serve their brothers and sisters.41 During 
its first year in a shabby Victorian on Wilshire Boulevard, the Center saw between 1,700 to 
2,500 gays and lesbians every week. The frenzy of activity that surrounded the GLF/LA now 
surrounded the GCSC. (The GLF/LA disbanded in September of 1971.) A crisis phone line was 
monitored twenty-four hours a day, there was always someone at the Center to greet a fellow 
gay, and there were regular rap meetings where one could talk freely and frankly about being 
gay.42  

Two important services the GCSC offered to the LGBT community were with its venereal 
disease clinic and self-development clinic. Dr. Martin Field, who had worked at Kight’s “clap 
shack” was involved with the initial planning that created the venereal disease clinic; Dr. 
Benjamin Teller volunteered to run the clinic. Dr. Teller also persuaded pharmaceutical 
companies to donate drugs and recruited volunteer doctors, nurses, lab technicians, and 
administrators. The GCSC’s self-development clinic offered individual counseling, group 
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therapy, and family services to anyone in the LGBT community. The clinic helped many in the 
community build a new positive gay identity.43 

During the 1970s, the GCSC grew to become one of the largest LGBT organizations in the 
country. In 1974, the GCSC became the first gay entity granted nonprofit status by the Internal 
Revenue Service, although the application was initially rejected because it served homosexuals. 
By the end of the decade, the GCSC had moved into a larger building on Highland Avenue, 
transitioned from a volunteer to a paid staff, and received grants from public agencies for the 
services it provided. In 1980, the GCSC changed its name to the Gay and Lesbian Community 
Services Center.44 Later, Kight objected when the Center omitted the word “community” from 
its name change to the Los Angeles LGBT Center; the Center continues today as the biggest 
social service organization entity for the LGBT community. 

Mid-1974, Kight was forced to move out of 1822 West 4th street due to his landlord having 
“debilitating homophobia.” “Having a renowned gay liberationist on his property has finished 
freaking that poor man’s mind,” Kight wrote to, friend and co-founder of PFLAG, Morty 
Manford.45 
 

Criteria B (2): Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, 
state, city, or local history. 

Morris Kight 

Morris Kight was born in Proctor, Texas on November 19, 1919. He was born into a poor 
farming family. He was named after Virginia Morris, the midwife who birthed him, because his 
family did not have the money to pay her for his delivery. Kight quickly had to learn the chores 
of the house and farm when his father was killed in an accident when he was seven years old.46 
In an interview with historian John D’Emilio, Kight called his time in Proctor growing up as a 
“stranger in my own home, a visitor in the village, not part of it [and] always alienated.”47 He did 
find solace in botany, books, collecting art, and tinkering with his family’s Model A Ford. 48  

In the mid-1930s, Kight and his mother owned and operated a roadside diner/food stand. There, 
he exercised his first act of civil disobedience when he knowingly seated an African-American 
couple in violation of the “mixing of the races” law. Kight was detained by the sheriffs for this 
act; he was sixteen years old.49 During this time, he was introduced to the writings of Mohandas 
Gandhi. He quickly felt an affinity to the practices of ahisma, the principle of nonviolence, and 
satyagrapha, the truth force that guides nonviolent resistance. Kight practiced pacifism 
throughout his life; it especially had a profound influence in the gay liberation movement’s 
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motives and tactics. Kight almost always signed his letters with a variation of “peace through 
love.”50 

Kight studied public administration and political science at Texas Christian University and 
graduated in 1941; he worked his way through university. He formed the Oscar Wilde study 
group, which was the first official and openly gay club on a university campus.51 There were 
occasional gatherings of gays at people’s homes but discretion was essential because of the 
oppressive legal and social situation for gays.52 While at university, he took the rigorous test for 
the Roosevelt’s administration’s U.S. Career Service Training School, learned about public 
policy issues, specifically in the areas of civil liberties, civil rights, social service delivery, 
defense budgets, foreign policy, urban renewal, and housing, and formed an acquaintance with 
First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.53 

Kight was opposed war and the cruelties of genocide and chemical warfare. He was active in 
World War II opposition efforts, including protests and later raising money to support genocide 
victims. During World War II, he served as a civilian administrator adjunct to the military in the 
Pacific Theater; his task was to plan governments and policies for the islands reoccupied or 
recently conquered.54  

After the war, he lived in various areas of the Southwest, on his own and with his mother, 
opening and running hotels and restaurants. He briefly worked for the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
but the institutionalized inequality and substandard treatment of the Native Americans he 
witnessed led him to quit. He soon joined local tribe leaders in organizing social services and 
public health services for New Mexico’s indigenous people.55 While in New Mexico, Kight 
discovered underground gay communities in Albuquerque and Sante Fe. He knew of several gay 
bars in Albuquerque that the police did not harass.56  

Kight married a woman in 1950. He had two daughters; he was married for five years. Kight let 
only his closest friends know he was married and had children, mostly for fear that his credibility 
as a spokesman for gay rights would be diminished.57  

From 1947 to 1956, Kight volunteered in the New Mexico venereal disease eradication program. 
He often drove people to the U.S. Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic in Hot Springs, 
Arizona.58 Kight was introduced to “homophile” pamphlets by actors from California when he 
worked in Albuquerque’s theater circuit. It was his first exposure to the Mattachine Society, a 
group he thought to be too elitist and too “bourgeois” for the young and soon-to-be radicalized 
gay liberation movement.59 
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Kight decided to become a full-time activist upon moving to the “gay ghetto” of Bunker Hill in 
1957/58. Already a seasoned political and social activist, Kight printed business cards with his 
name, address and telephone number on them and handed them out. He helped gay men secure 
lawyers, seek treatment for venereal diseases, and counseled gay men who had been thrown out 
of their homes or lost their jobs. His phone number was widely circulated; he effectively created 
an underground social service entity for gay men in crisis.60 Upon moving to Los Angeles, he 
also created the Gay Liberation Resistance (GLR), a group that trained gays in how to practice 
non-violence with the police.61 

Kight was also a popular opposition leader to the Vietnam War. In 1967, he co-founded the Dow 
Action Committee, an anti-war group that specifically protested the chemical company’s 
production of napalm and the defoliant Agent Orange for the U.S. Military. The committee and 
the surrounding protests became the one of the first successful corporate boycotts. He 
participated in teach-ins, demonstrations, fasts, and other pacifist demonstrations against the 
Vietnam War. Kight encouraged his gay friends and colleagues in the homophile movement to 
get involved with the committee but they feared being labeled communists or socialists.62  

For years, his friends Don Slater, Don Jackson, and Jim Kepner tried to convince Kight to devote 
himself entirely to the gay liberation movement. In response, Kight would either try to convince 
them to join the anti-war movement or gently nudge Kepner, in particular, toward his belief that 
the homophile conservatism and elitism of the gay liberation movement did not work. In a series 
of letters to Kepner, Kight acknowledged the homophile movement and what it had done to a 
point but Kight looked to the passion and immediacy of other movements for inspiration, like the 
anti-war movement, and groups like the Black Panthers and Peace and Freedom party.63 

“If only we had the moral character to see it, and could free ourselves of guilt feelings, feelings 
of inadequacy, and worst of all, shuffling papers. When I go to a homosex meeting and see a pile 
of reports I know that all ideas have died….”64 – Morris Kight 

A series of events led Kight to grab the reigns of a new radical gay liberation movement – the 
brutal murder of fellow gay man, Howard Efflund, by the Los Angeles Police Department; the 
Stonewall Riots and insurrection; and the “civilized” homophobia from the anti-Vietnam 
movement. Kight, Slater, and Jackson of the Los Angeles Free Press, “sent out a call,” and the 
Gay Liberation Front/Los Angeles (GLF/LA) chapter began. From the start, and for many 
decades to come, it was clear that Kight “was the chief driving force and fountainhead of new 
ideas – outrageous ideas which worked, and which got on TV.”65 

When interviewed by gay scholar John D’Emilio, Kight described the need of the GLF/LA – 
“No people can liberate themselves unless they engage in radical action.”66 He later reminisced 
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62 Morris Kight Biographical Notes; Jim Kepner Papers, “Kight, Morris 1967-1996.”  
63 Jim Kepner Papers, “Kight, Morris 1967-1996.” 
64 Ibid. 
65 Clendinen and Nagourney, 37; Kepner, “River to His People.” 
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that his singular goal through his years in the gay liberation movement was to “ease the fear and 
self-loathing we homosexuals seem to feel for ourselves.”67 

The GLF/LA meetings brought about excitement, action, and liberty; Kight believed it was his 
responsibility to “convince them that it was the most important thing in their world, and that they 
can achieve that, that only they stand between themselves and total freedom.”68 At the age of 50, 
Kight was organizing and managing protests, gay-ins, rap sessions, media hypes, and a gay crisis 
phone line from his Westlake home. Kight was brilliant with the media attention. He easily 
commanded a crowd of protestors or a news camera. His eloquence, direct nature, and 
graciousness was exactly what gay liberation needed moving forward. 

Through the GLF/LA, Kight co-founded the Cristopher Street West (CSW) pride march/parade 
with Troy Perry and Bob Humphries to commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots in New York. The purposes of both the CSW march/parade and the gay-ins held at Griffith 
Park was to encourage LGBT folks to come out of the closet and engender a positive self-
attitude. Kight also co-founded the Gay Community Services Center (GCSC) with fellow 
GLF/LA members, John Platania and Don Kilhefner; the services offered filled a wide gap of 
social services for the LGBT community. Kight, though, continued to offer his Westlake home 
as an overflow to the GCSC and always manned his phone line for calls. Kight served on the 
GCSC Board of Directors from 1971 to 1977. During this time, he served as president, vice 
president, and secretary. He worked full-time at the Center in various areas. He co-founded the 
Van Ness Recovery House, a rehabilitation facility serving gay alcoholics, and the Liberation 
House which provided “crisis housing” for gay runaways and “throwaways.”69 He was also 
responsible for the identification of three million dollars for the Center.70 

Kight would regularly speak to other gay liberation groups about the “new awakening of gay 
political power across America” and various growing gay political conventions. He would speak 
about gays realizing their own political and societal power.71 He offered advice on how to 
organize and finance social action programs because of the monumental success of the GCSC.72 
Kight supported and was involved in San Diego’s opening of their own LGBT Center in 1973 
and San Diego’s first gay pride parade in 1974.73 To the mainstream media, he offered simple 
explanations of what gay meant – modern and self-identifying, “dancing, mowing the lawn, 
washing the dishes, loving and living like other people…we are a fact, like age and birth.”74 Put 
simply, anytime Kight was asked to speak or march or offer assistance, he was there. 

By the time Kight moved on to his next residence at McCadden Place in Hollywood, the social 
and institutional picture of lesbians and gays had largely changed. There was little questioning 
that “gay was good” – there were over 1,000 gay and lesbian organizations, cities across the 
nation were holding gay pride parades, there were new economic opportunities for gay-oriented 
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businesses – the message of gay pride had altered the way gays and lesbians lived and how they 
understood their lives and identity.75 Kight now pivoted, along with his colleagues, to political 
matters. 

In 1975, Kight co-founded the Stonewall Democratic Club to serve as a bull-horn for LGBT 
governmental issues and to help gay-friendly politicians get elected. There are currently 35 
active chapters nationwide. In 1976, Jimmy Carter appointed Kight to his Advisory Committee 
on Gay People where he advised the president on gay and lesbian issues. In 1977, Kight led the 
Coors Beer Boycott when the beer company fired LGBT workers without cause and gave new 
hires lie detector tests asking if they were gay.76  

The new visibility of the LGBT community prompted a homophobic backlash. In the late 1970s, 
singer-spokesperson Anita Bryant lodged an attack against Floridian gay and lesbian teachers in 
her “Save the Children” campaign. Her movement gained the attention California Congressman 
John Briggs who managed to get Proposition 6, better known as the Briggs Initiative, on the 
California state ballot. The 1978 failed proposition sought to ban gays and lesbians from working 
in public schools. The national effort that Kight and others developed to defeat the Briggs 
Initiative displayed a new level of political astuteness and defining power in the LGBT 
community.77 

Kight opened his McCadden Place home to “First Tuesdays,” an open meeting for gays and 
lesbians needing help or services. Fellow activist Bob Dallmeyer described “First Tuesdays” as a 
“form of a public address system, the ultimate networking in our community.” Kight offered 
space in his new home for meetings to anyone in the community. He held his annual “Winter 
Solstice” parties, which featured prominent politicians, entrepreneurs, entertainers, writers, 
playwrights, and the down-and-out who came in for a meal and community.78 Powerful people 
like San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, California Governor Gray Davis, author Gore Vidal, 
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley and local politicians and judges would regularly attend. 

Kight was appointed to the LA County Human Relations Commission in 1979. He was one of 
the earliest gay appointees to a high-level position in county government. Kight felt it was 
“hugely important for the community to know that I was on that commission and could focus the 
attentions of the county on gay and lesbian issues when no one wanted to talk about them.” He 
was on first-name basis with City Councilmembers and U.S. senators alike. His conviction, 
humor, and understanding of the process of social change and human inaction made him an 
invaluable leader.79 He was on the commission for 23 years. 

In 1980, he founded the Asian Pacific Gays and Friends, which became the Gay Asian Pacific 
Network (GAPSN), to be a resource for the Los Angeles LGBT Asian-Pacific Islander 
community. In 1984, he founded the McCadden Place Collection, a collection of art, ephemera, 
correspondence, and other records that document and chronicle the emergence of the nationwide 
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gay liberation movement and his personal involvement. The collection was originally housed at 
his home and he would have regular showings.80 Kight’s McCadden Place Collection is now 
housed at ONE National Gay & Lesbian Archives in Los Angeles. 

Kight was on Board of Directors of Aid for AIDS and the United States Mission/Hudson House, 
and even helped run Out of the Closet thrift stores and Aunt Bee’s, a free laundry and 
housekeeping service for AIDS patients with activist and friend Miki Jackson. He received 
numerous accolades throughout the 1980s and even after his death in 2003, including the Eason 
Monroe Courageous Advocate Award from the American Civil Liberties Union, the Eleanor 
Roosevelt Humanitarian Award from the Southern Californian Americans for Democratic 
Action, and a Chinese magnolia tree was planted in honor of Kight at the Matthew Shepard 
Memorial Triangle in West Hollywood. The Gay Community Services Center made him an 
honoree of the Morris Kight Humanitarian Award. When he retired from the LA County Human 
Relations Commission in 2002, County Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky made him an honorary 
commissioner. In 2003, the City of Los Angeles named the corner of Hollywood Boulevard and 
McCadden Place “Morris Kight Square.” Unveiling the sign, Los Angeles Mayor, Eric Garcetti 
said his hope was that the Square would “inspire the activists of tomorrow.”81 (There is also a 
plaque commemorating the first Christopher Street West pride parade the same intersection.) 

At Kight’s last LA County Human Relations Commission hearing, Yaroslavsky called him “a 
living legend in the gay and lesbian struggle for equality.” Kight’s last words at that meeting 
assured everyone that “I won’t stop working.”82 
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In Los Angeles this effort to ferret out homosexuals was led by the Chief of Police, 

William Parker. Appointed in 1950, Parker did not invent police tactics to entrap gay 

and bisexual men, but he did much to regularize and institutionalize them. The Vice 

Squad, which had been dismantled in 1939, was reinstituted and renamed 

―Administrative Vice.‖17 The unit reported directly to Parker and productivity was 

measured by the number of prostitutes and homosexuals arrested. Historians Lillian 

Faderman and Stuart Timmons documented a dramatic increase in arrests for so-called 

sex crimes between 1947 and 1950. In 1947 there were 1,656 arrests for ―sexual 

perversion‖ or ―lewd and lascivious conduct.‖ Three years later arrests increased by 

86.5%.18  

Ironically the police crackdown on gay and lesbian bars laid the foundation for the 

nation‘s gay liberation movement. While the anti-gay hysteria forced many men and 

women deeper into the closet, a few began to fight back. As historian Allan Bérubé put 

it: 

The taste of freedom during the war, the magnitude of the postwar crackdown, 

and the example of the growing black civil rights movement caused more and 

more lesbians and gay men to think of themselves as an unjustly persecuted 

minority. They increasingly realized that when they defended their new bars from 

attacks by queer bashers, when lesbians and gay defendants began to plead 

‗not guilty‘ in court, and when bar owners challenged the cops and liquor 

control boards, they were actually fighting to establish a public turf of their own, 

defending their right to gather in public places.19 

Los Angeles played a critical role in the gay liberation movement with the work of Harry 

Hay, Edith Eyde, W. Dorr Legg, and others. Harry Hay was an actor and political activist 

who used his charm and organizing skills to help found the Mattachine Society. The 

society sought to gain acceptance through greater communication between 

homosexuals and heterosexuals. The name was based on Medieval French secret 

societies of masked men who, through their anonymity, were empowered to criticize 

ruling monarchs with impunity. The Mattachine Society was originally organized like the 

Communist Party, of which Hay was a member, with cells and oaths of secrecy.  

The organization received an unexpected boast in membership with the arrest of one 

of the co-founders Dale Jennings. In February 1952, Jennings was arrested in MacArthur 

Park20 and charged with lewd behavior. Up until this point, men defended themselves 

by denying that they were homosexuals. Jennings admitted to being a homosexual, 

but defended himself by claiming that the police had entrapped him. Jennings 

                                                 
17 ―History of the Vice Division,‖ Los Angeles Police Department, accessed March 18, 2014, 

http://www.lapdonline.org/detective_bureau/content_basic_view/1987. 
18 Faderman and Timmons, 376. 
19 Alan Bérubé, ―Marching to a Different Drummer: Lesbian and Gay GIs in World War II,‖ in Hidden History: 

Reclaiming the Gay and Lesbian Past, edited by Martin B. Duberman, Martha Vicinius, and George 

Chauncy Jr. (New York, NY: New American Library, 1989), 393. 
20 By this time the name of Westlake Park had been changed to MacArthur Park in honor of General 

Douglas MacArthur. However, the neighborhood is still referred to as Westlake.  
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surprising acquittal was heralded as a major victory for gay rights. A dozen Mattachine 

chapters immediately formed, however, the frenetic growth of the organization 

resulted in a change in the leadership.  

While the Los Angeles chapter of the Mattachine Society fizzled out after the departure 

of the original founders, it survived elsewhere. In October 1952, a Mattachine chapter in 

West Hollywood formed ONE Incorporated, an educational and advocacy 

organization for gay rights. One Incorporated‘s publication ONE, a magazine that 

discussed topics in LGBT history, behavioral science, cultural arts, and civil liberties, was 

unprecedented in the breadth of its national readership. ONE Incorporated readily 

admitted women, and Joan Corbin, Irma Wolf, Stella Rush, Helen Sandoz, and Betty 

Perdue were vital to its early success. ONE and Mattachine in turn provided vital help to 

the Daughters of Bilitis in the launching of their newsletter The Ladder in 1956. The 

Daughters of Bilitis was the counterpart lesbian organization to the Mattachine Society, 

and the organizations worked together on some campaigns and ran lecture-series. Bilitis 

came under attack in the early 1970s for 'siding' with Mattachine and ONE, rather than 

with the new separatist feminists. 

Despite the fact that many of the early leaders of the gay liberation movement were 

political radicals, intolerance for transgender people was an underlying theme. Early 

gay and lesbian leaders tended to be white, well educated, and middle class; and 

believed that the path to acceptance was assimilation. Thus, those who were too 

flamboyant in their voice or dress were shunned. It was not until the 1960s that leaders 

embraced the idea of uniting lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgenders into a 

community.  

During the late 1960s and early 1970s the movement shifted its focus from educating 

mainstream society about sexual and gender identity to cultivating a politicized gay 

consciousness and building gay institutions. A few of the old guard, such as Jim Kepner 

and Don Slater, joined the younger, more militant activists. During this period the level of 

group resistance to police harassment and other forceful displays of homophobia 

began to rise. In 1967, a police raid at the Black Cat, a gay bar in Silver Lake, touched 

off protests that predated by two years the Stonewall riots in New York City. The 1969 

Stonewall riots, in which gays and lesbians fought back against the police for several 

nights, became a symbol for the struggle for gay rights.21  

On New Years Eve, the LAPD swarmed the Black Cat, beating and arresting sixteen 

patrons and bartenders for exchanging same-sex kisses. Six of the men arrested that 

night were convicted of lewd conduct for kissing another man, which meant that they 

were registered as sex offenders. A new LGBT organization, PRIDE (Personal Rights in 

Defense and Education) organized protests in front of the Black Cat that lasted for 

several days. Established in 1966, PRIDE set a new tone for gay political groups like the 

Gay Liberation Front and the Radical Fairies. PRIDE led aggressive, in your face, 

                                                 
21 Faderman and Timmons, 155-57. 
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demonstrations against the suppression by the LAPD of gay gatherings or same-sex 

meetings in Los Angeles.  

The next year, the arrest of two patrons at 

The Patch in Wilmington prompted a 

massive show of resistance. This time instead 

of arresting the men for same-sex kissing, 

they were arrested for same-sex dancing. 

The owner Lee Glaze offered to pay bail for 

those arrested and urged the patrons to 

fight for their rights as citizens. A 

spontaneous civil disobedience action 

began in which patrons that were not 

arrested marched to the LAPD‘s Harbor 

Division station to demand the release of 

those arrested. Along the way Glaze 

stopped at a florist and bought bouquets of 

flowers, with the notable exception of 

pansies, and presented them to the officers. This single event morphed over the next 

several months into a series of LGBT community Flower Power marches to the police 

station.22 

The growing resistance to police harassment corresponded with the emerging LGBT 

newspaper media, such as The Advocate and The Lesbian Tide. These widely 

circulated LGBT newspapers provided an unprecedented level of information about 

what was happening locally, as well as across the country, that was of interest to LGBT 

persons. The development of LGBT media also greatly expanded social networking 

opportunities beyond what had been possible during preceding decades. In turn, the 

emergence of LGBT media and opportunities to market directly to a more open 

community provided the basis for an explosion of LGBT-owned businesses during the 

period (including real estate firms, accountants, doctors, bookstores, retail shops, 

discotheques, bathhouses, and nightclubs).  

In 1969, two important LGBT organizations were founded, the Gay Community Services 

Center (GCSC) and the Los Angeles Chapter of the Gay Liberation Front. The GCSC 

would eventually change its name to the Gay and Lesbian Center. At their core were 

two gay men, Don Kilhefner and Morris Kight. Although the GCSC had a political 

component, its primary mission was providing social services to the LGBT community. 

Incorporated in 1971, the GCSC would become one of the largest LGBT organizations in 

the country. The Gay Liberation Front (GLF) was founded in New York City in direct 

response to the Stonewall riots. The GLF had a broad political platform demanding the 

end to the persecution of LGBT persons, denouncing racism, and attacking traditional 

gender roles. By the end of 1969, chapters were quickly formed in other cities in the U.S., 

such as Los Angeles and San Francisco, as well as London. Although the GLF folded by 

                                                 
22 Faderman and Timmons, 158. 
 

 
Figure 3:  Flower Power police harassment 

protest, LAPD Harbor Division. Source: Gay L.A. 

Lillian Faderman and Stuart Timmons. New York: 

Basic Books, 2006.  
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the middle of the decade, they demonstrated against negative images of LGBT 

persons in print media and on television and organized the first gay pride parade down 

Hollywood Boulevard.  

One of the primary goals of LGBT organizations was the repeal of California laws that 

criminalized homosexuality. Many states in the U.S. repealed their sodomy laws in the 

early 1970s when they modernized their penal codes; however, California was an 

exception to the rule. California‘s sodomy repeal effort began in 1969 with urging from 

Morris Kight, Reverend Troy Perry, and others. The repeal bill was introduced to the 

California legislature starting in 1969 by Assemblyman Willie Brown, and every year 

afterwards until its passage in 1975. In 1975, the liberal Democratic Senate Majority 

Leader, George Moscone — running for Mayor of San Francisco — twisted many arms 

for its passage. When the Senate deadlocked on a 20-20 vote, Moscone locked the 

chamber doors, until Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally could fly back from Denver 

and cast the tie-breaking vote. Then Governor Jerry Brown signed it into law.23 

The gains made by the LGBT community during the 1970s were being made by women 

as well. Lesbians played an important role in the women‘s movement, which sought to 

eliminate sexism from the workplace, among other goals. Lesbians involved in the 

GCSC, GLF, and other organizations began to form their own separate organizations 

and revitalize old ones. For example, lesbian feminists including Delia Villarreal and 

Jeanne Córdova reformed the Daughters of Bilitis in 1971. As historians Faderman and 

Timmons explain, ―many lesbians were now deciding that they had less in common with 

gay men than with straight women.‖24 The Supreme Court decision in Roe vs. Wade 

legalizing abortion strengthened the women‘s movement. Feminist and lesbians across 

the county, including Los Angeles, began forming women‘s health clinics and claiming 

greater control over their own bodies. The first Feminist Women‘s Health Center was 

founded in Los Angeles by a group of women who had been running an abortion 

referral service. This evolved into a clinic and the other clinics throughout the state. 

Finally, by the late 1970s, the new visibility of the LGBT community prompted significant 

homophobic backlash in the political arena – a defining example being Proposition 6 - 

the so-called Briggs Initiative of 1978, which sought to purge LGBT persons from 

teaching in the public schools. Ironically, as the LGBT community organized itself in a 

massive way and in coalition with non-gay allies to defeat this legislation, it 

demonstrated a new level of political astuteness and power, both in Los Angeles and 

statewide. The mobilization to successfully defeat Proposition 6 served as a capstone to 

decades of political organizing and public educational efforts on the part of Los 

Angeles‘ LGBT community and was a defining event in affirming LGBT identity and in 

demonstrating the power the LGBT community had in shaping its own destiny.  

 

                                                 
23 ―History of Sodomy Laws,‖ Sodomy Laws, accessed March 1, 2014, 

http://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws/history/history.htm. 
24 Faderman and Timmons, 182. 

http://www.glapn.org/sodomylaws/history/history.htm
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Chronology of Events in Los Angeles LGBT History 

The type, location, and period of significance of LGBT historic resources have been 

shaped by trends in local and national history that are unrelated to sexual identity, as 

well as historical events that are particular to Los Angeles and California in 

geographical terms and that are directly related to sexual identity. The major events in 

Los Angeles LGBT history are summarized below: 

 

1898 The City of Los Angeles enacts an anti-masquerading ordinance to 

discourage public displays of cross-dressing.  

 

1915 California State Penal Code 288a is enacted, making oral sex a felony 

rather than a simple misdemeanor. During this period, the LAPD begins a 

campaign of harassment that lasts for decades.  

 

1919 Prohibition is enacted and in effect during a period in which the city‘s 

population grew substantially, including its LGBT population. 

 

1922 The anti-masquerading ordinance is amended to expressly prohibit 

women from ―masquerading‖ as persons of the opposite sex. Heightened 

police harassment and arbitrary arrests of women result. 

 

 
Figure 4: No on Proposition 6 demonstration on Hollywood Boulevard, 1978. Beginning in 1966, many 

LGBT protests took place on Hollywood Boulevard—often beginning at the corner of Las Palmas 

Avenue and McCadden Place—an important LGBT social gathering locus beginning in the 1950s. 

Source: Los Angeles Public Library Photo Collection.  
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1933 The repeal of Prohibition brings the underground speakeasy culture to an 

end.  

 

1937 Before Mayor Frank Shaw is recalled, he forms the Sex Bureau to control 

sexual degenerates. 

 

1942-1945 World War II and the accompanying mobilization brings thousands of 

formerly isolated LGBT persons together in the military and wartime 

industrial production activities in Los Angeles. 

 

1947 Vice Versa, the first lesbian publication in the U.S., is written and self-

published by Edythe Eyde (aka Lisa Ben) at RKO Studios in Hollywood. 

 

1948 Sexual Behavior in the Human Male, which disseminated the research of 

Dr. Alfred Kinsey‘s Institute for Sex Research, is published in January. The 

widely discussed best seller demonstrates for the first time that 

homosexuality is more prevalent than had been believed previously and 

describes it as being on a continuum of sexual behaviors. 

 

1950 The Mattachine Society, the first sustained American gay rights group, is 

formed in the home of Harry and Anita Hay.  

 

1952 ONE Incorporated is established as the public advocacy and education 

arm of the Mattachine Society. 

 

 Dale Jennings is arrested for allegedly soliciting a police officer in a 

bathroom in Westlake Park. His trial draws national attention to the 

Mattachine Society, and membership increases dramatically after 

Jennings contests the charges, resulting in a hung jury.  

 

1953 ONE Incorporated begins the publication of ONE Magazine, the first pro-

gay publication in the U.S. 

 

 Between 1950 and April 1953, several chapters of the Mattachine Society 

were established across California. Representatives from these chapters 

met together for the first time in April 1953 at First Universalist Church to 

create the charter for the organization. 

 

Sexual Behavior in the Human Female, the companion to the earlier book 

on male sexuality, is published in September. The widely read book, which 

challenged widely held presuppositions about female libido, prompts 

even greater controversy than its predecessor. 

 

President Dwight Eisenhower signs Executive Order 10450, banning 

homosexuals from working for the federal government or any of its private 
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contractors. The order lists homosexuals as security risks, along with 

alcoholics and neurotics.  

 

1954  In October, the U.S. Post Office declares ONE Magazine obscene.  

 

Dr. Elmer Belt becomes one of the first surgeons in the country to perform 

sex-reassignment operations. He ceased operations at the end of 1954 

when a committee of doctors at UCLA decided against the practice; 

however, he restarted quietly a few years later.  

 

1955 The Daughters of Bilitis is founded in San Francisco by four lesbian couples. 

It is the first national lesbian political and social organization in the U.S. 

 

 The redevelopment of Bunker Hill results in the wholesale demolition of the 

neighborhood for modern high-rise office buildings and prompts a 

demographic shift of gay men from Downtown to the Westlake, Echo 

Park, and Silver Lake neighborhoods at a time when numerous 

heterosexual households in those neighborhoods were relocating to the 

suburbs. 

 

1956 The ONE Institute of Homophile Studies is founded. In addition to 

organizing classes and annual conferences, it also published the ONE 

Institute Quarterly, a journal dedicated to the academic exploration of 

homosexuality 

 

1957 Dr. Evelyn Hooker‘s publication of her groundbreaking research in the 

Journal of Projective Techniques is possibly the earliest published empirical 

study disputing the widespread psychiatric assumption that homosexuality 

is a mental illness. The research for the article was conducted in Los 

Angeles.  

 

1958 In a landmark freedom of the press case, the U.S. Supreme Court reverses 

the lower court rulings against the ONE Incorporated, enabling it to 

continue mailing its magazine through the U.S. postal service. This is the 

first time the U.S. Supreme Court rules on a case involving homosexuality.   

 

The Los Angeles chapter of the Daughters of Bilitis is organized by Stella 

Rush (nee Stan Russell) of ONE Incorporated and Helen Sanders (nee 

Helen Sandoz). 

 

1959 The first known instance in the LGBT community of gender-transgressive 

persons resisting arbitrary police arrest occurs at Cooper‘s Donuts in 

Downtown. The customers throw their coffee and food at the arresting 

officers driving them from the shop. This minor but significant rebellion 

transpired ten years prior to the better-known rebellion at the Stonewall 
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Inn in New York City and seven years prior to a similar occurrence at 

Compton‘s Cafeteria in San Francisco. 

 

1961 Illinois becomes the first U.S. state to remove sodomy from its criminal 

code through the passage of the American Law Institute‘s Model Penal 

Code.  

 

Virginia Prince creates the Hose and Heels Club, the nation‘s first peer 

support group for male transvestites. Within a year, it had chapters across 

the country. 

 

1966 On May 12, the first gay (car) parade of record occurs on Hollywood 

Boulevard to protest the ban on homosexuals serving in the military. This 

was the first of five LGBT demonstrations (1966-1967) across the nation 

protesting the military ban. 

Activist Steve Ginsberg forms the radical LGBT rights group Personal Rights 

in Defense and Education (PRIDE). The organization‘s name is believed to 

be the origin of the phrase ―gay pride.‖ 

1967 LAPD officers disrupt a New Year‘s celebration at the Black Cat Bar in 

Silver Lake and arrest its patrons for exchanging same sex New Year‘s Eve 

kisses. The incident sparks what may have been the largest public gay 

rights demonstration to date.  

The raid and protests have also been credited with inspiring Richard Mitch 

to publish The Advocate, initially as the newsletter of PRIDE, one of the 

organizations, which sponsored the demonstration at the Black Cat.  

1968 First known ―gay-in‖ takes place at Griffith Park. Gay-ins were inspired by 

the sit-ins and teach-ins that occurred during the 1960s, which were 

organized to raise public awareness of a particular issue.  

The arrest of two patrons at The Patch in Wilmington prompts a massive 

show of resistance. The single event morphs over the next several months 

into a series of LGBT community Flower Power marches to the police 

station. 

The Metropolitan Community Church is formally organized by Rev. Troy 

Perry. It is the earliest continuous religious congregation organized by LGBT 

persons to meet the spiritual needs of the LGBT community, and the 

world's largest LGBT religious denomination.   

1969 In July, the Stonewall Rebellion in New York City marks an internationally 

significant turning point in LGBT consciousness, when gender-transgressive 

patrons at the Stonewall Inn, a LGBT bar in Greenwich Village fight the 

police and resist arrest following a routine bar raid.  
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Inspired by the Stonewall Rebellion, Morris Kight and others organize the 

Gay Liberation Front in Los Angeles, a radical advocacy organization 

arguing for the immediate and full acceptance of LGBT persons. 

 The LGBT community plays a key role in the election of Peggy Stevenson 

to the City Council from the 13th District.  

1970 The Gay Community Services Center, the first known free ―drop-in‖ health 

clinic/counseling/educational organization in the U.S. opens its doors on 

Wilshire Boulevard.  

 The first Christopher Street West gay pride parade is held honoring the 

rebellion at the Stonewall Inn in New York the preceding year. Rev. Troy 

Perry, Bob Humphries, and a lesbian on horseback led the parade from its 

starting point at McCadden Place and Hollywood Boulevard.  

 Unitarian Universalist Association becomes the first mainstream religious 

organization in the U.S. to recognize LGB clergy and laity within its ranks 

and demands an end to discrimination. 

1971 The International Psychologists and Psychiatrists conference convenes at 

the Biltmore Hotel with a plan to declare electric shock therapy as the 

official ―cure‖ for homosexuality. The conference was disrupted by 

throngs of activists who begin a dialog with the American Psychiatric 

Association. 

The Lesbian Tide, published by the Los Angeles chapter of the Daughters 

of Bilitis, becomes the first magazine to use "lesbian" in its title.   

1972 Simone Wallace, Gahan Kelley, and Adele Wallace open the Sisterhood 

Bookstore, a pioneering woman/lesbian business enterprise devoted to 

selling books and periodicals focused upon women/lesbian-related 

subject matter.  

1973 Paul Laporte, in a bid to regain his council seat (13th District), and Burt 

Pines, a candidate for City Attorney, visit a series of bars and nightclubs in 

Silver Lake to publicly campaign for LGBT votes. 

 The American Psychiatric Association declassifies homosexuality as a 

mental disorder. 

1974 Ed Edelman publically seeks LGBT support in his campaign for a seat on 

the County Board of Supervisors. Per his campaign promises he hires David 

Glascock as his deputy, the first known openly gay political appointment 

in the nation. 
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1975 Homosexuality is legalized in California due to the Consenting Adult Sex 

Bill. 

A benefit for the Gay Community Services Center at the Mark IV 

Bathhouse is raided. As a result, there are major changes in LAPD policy 

regarding policing the gay community.  

1976 The formation of the Municipal Elections Committee Los Angeles (MECLA) 

to promote LGBT supportive candidates for public office marks a 

milestone in shaping electoral politics in Los Angeles. David Mixner, 

attorneys Roberta Bennett and Diane Abbit, and Steve Lachs were key 

organizing members. 

Mayor Tom Bradley issues a proclamation officially establishing Gay Pride 

Week in Los Angeles, a dramatic milestone marking an end to the 

discriminatory policies of the City of Los Angeles towards the LGBT 

community.  

1978 Greater and greater LGBT visibility during the 1970s prompts a backlash by 

conservatives, including the qualification of Proposition 6 for a statewide 

referendum. Proposition 6, also known as the Briggs Initiative, would have 

required the firing and prohibited the hiring of LGBT public school 

teachers. An unprecedented coalition of LGBT and non-gay organizations 

worked together to defeat the initiative. 
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Themes Related to LGBT History in Los Angeles 

The following themes relate to extant resources that have important associations with 

LGBT history in Los Angeles. These themes are consistent with the overall content and 

format developed for SurveyLA‘s Citywide Historic Context Statement (HCS). The 

narratives here are intended to supplement and complement existing narratives for 

each theme. 

Theme 1 – The Gay Liberation Movement (1948-1980) 

Theme 2 – LGBT Persons and Their Impact on the Entertainment Industry (1917-1980) 

Theme 3 – The Reconciliation of Homosexuality and Religion (1950-1980) 

Theme 4 – Gay Bars as Social Institutions (1920-1980) 

Theme 5 – Homosexuality: the Mental Illness That Never Was (1948-1980) 

Theme 6 – The LGBT Community and the Media (1945-1980) 

Theme 7 – Gays and Lesbians in the Los Angeles Literary Scene (1912-1980) 

Theme 8 – Queer Art (1945-1980) 
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Theme 1 – The Gay Liberation Movement (1948-1980) 

Los Angeles played a critical role in the gay liberation movement in the United States, 

which can be divided into two distinct phases. The first phase of the movement 

involved consciousness raising, while the second phase involved political organizing. 

Prior to World War II, most LGBT persons were isolated from one another and they did 

not view themselves as BEING gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender. This began to 

change after the war when LGBT persons from all over the country met each other 

through their service in the Armed Forces or their employment in wartime industries. 

Many choose to stay in Los Angeles after the war. Although homophobia was present, it 

was easier to be "different" in Los Angeles, than most towns and cities in the U.S. The 

groups that formed during the first phase of the movement were largely comprised of 

middle class gay men who were focused on making same sex love acceptable to 

mainstream society. The movement gained steam and changed direction during the 

mid-1960s. During this period of political and social unrest, the gay liberation movement 

was swept into the larger youth movement, feminist movement, and sexual revolution 

that objected to the Vietnam War, challenged the prevailing sexual and gender norms, 

and confronted the policies that discriminated against women and minority groups. By 

this time, LGBT persons became more visible, defined themselves as a minority group, 

and resisted police harassment. By the late 1970s, the movement became more 

institutionalized and used the legal system and electoral process to expand the civil 

rights of LGBT persons.  

By the 1940s, the population of Los Angeles had reached a large enough number that 

LGBT communities began to form. However, these communities were relatively small 

and isolated from one another, and their aim was more social than political. The 

isolation was still mostly be choice, as living openly as a gay, lesbian, bisexual, or 

transgender person was still a dangerous proposition. And the notion of a united LGBT 

community with a political agenda was still almost unimaginable. World War II would 

prove to be a transformative event in LGBT history. During the war years, Los Angeles 

was a major hub for the Armed Forces on the West Coast. LGBT individuals came into 

contact with people just like themselves from all over the county. Increasingly, they 

realized that they were not alone. Through letters, discussions, and meetings a small 

network of gay men in Los Angeles began to develop the idea of forming an 

organization to fight for equal rights. 

Early attempts to organize gay men occurred In Europe and elsewhere in the United 

States, but collapsed under the weight of homophobia. Magnus Hirschfield founded 

the Scientific Humanitarian Committee in 1897 in Berlin.25 Hirschfield was a physician 

who lived opening as a gay man and lobbied for the decriminalization of homosexual 

acts. Inspired by Hirschfield, Henry Gerber founded the Society for Human Rights in 

Chicago in 1924. It is considered to be the first recognized gay rights organization in the 

United States, because it was chartered by the State of Illinois. After a few months, 

however, several members were arrested and the organization dissolved. The aim of 

both of these organizations was to educate medical professionals, law enforcement 

                                                 
25 For more information on Hirschfield, please see Theme 5.  
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officials, politicians, and society at large about homosexuality.26 Although short-lived, 

these organizations are considered to be the precursors to the gay liberation 

movement that took form in Los Angeles during the early 1950s.  

Arguably, the preeminent event in the gay 

liberation movement was the founding of 

the Mattachine Society in 1950. At the 

center of the group was Harry Hay, an actor 

and political activist. In 1948, Hay wrote a 

manifesto in which he conceived of an 

organization that would advocate for 

improving the social status of gay men. It 

would take two years for the group to 

crystalize. Hay modeled the Mattachine 

Society on the 19th century fraternal orders, 

such as the Freemasons and Odd Fellows, 

because the structure of such organizations 

was based on the notion of secrecy, which 

was crucial at the time when homosexuals 

had much to fear.27 Besides Hay, the founding members include Rudi Gernreich, Dale 

Jennings, Stan Witt, Bob Hull, Chuck Rowland, and Paul Bernard.  

In April 1951, the Mattachine Society adopted a Statement of Missions and Purposes, 

which stands out in the history of the gay liberation movement because it incorporated 

two important themes. First, the group argued that homosexuality was not merely a 

sexual orientation. Rather, collectively homosexuals were a minority group with a 

unique culture (like Blacks, Latinos, and Jews). Second, the group called for a grassroots 

movement of gay people to challenge anti-gay discrimination.  

The arrest and acquittal of Dale Jennings on charges of lewd behavior in 1952 provided 

the group with a concrete victory for gay rights, but also negative attention from the 

media. Paul Coates, a conservative columnist for the Los Angeles Daily Mirror, 

described the group as having ties to the Communist Party.28 His article set off a panic 

among Mattachine members, who were horrified at the thought of their activities being 

linked to communism. In the controversy that followed, two conventions were held and 

opposing sides took shape. Conservative members questioned the organization's stated 

goals, challenging the idea that homosexuals were a minority. They claimed such an 

approach would only encourage hostility. The founding members did not agree, but 

feared that a government investigation into the organization would expose the identity 

of its members and destroy the movement. So, in May 1953, the founders resigned, 

turning the group over to the conservatives. Unfortunately, the new leadership shared 

                                                 
26 "Lesbian & Gay History," Chicago Metro History Education Center, accessed August 25, 2014. 

http://www.chicagohistoryfair.org/history-fair/history-fair-a-nhd-theme/subject-essays/chicago-lesbian-a-

gay-history.html 
27 Faderman and Timmons, 110-112. 
28 Paul Choates, "Well, Medium, and Rare," Los Angeles Daily Mirror, March 12, 1953.  

 
Figure 5: Founding members of the Mattachine 

Society. Source: ONE National Gay and 

Lesbian Archives. 
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none of the vision or experience of the original founders. While chapters of the 

Mattachine Society remained in other cities, the chapter in Los Angeles folded.  

In October 1952, a Mattachine chapter in West Hollywood formed ONE Incorporated, a 

pioneering organization in LGBT culture and education. The name was derived from a 

line by the Victorian writer Thomas Carlyle, "A mystic bond of brotherhood makes all 

men one." Although two of the founders, Dale Jennings and Chuck Rowland, were also 

founders of the Mattachine Society, the group often referred to themselves as "the 

Corporation" to distance themselves from any links to communism. The other founding 

members included Antonio Reyes, Martin Block, Merton Bird, and W. Dorr Legg. Several 

of these men had been members of Knights of the Clock, a group that supported 

interracial gay couples.29 ONE also readily admitted women, and Joan Corbin, Irma 

Wolf, Stella Rush, Helen Sandoz, and Betty Perdue were vital to its success.  

ONE Incorporated‘s publication ONE Magazine, a journal that discussed topics in LGBT 

history, behavioral science, cultural arts, and civil liberties, was unprecedented in the 

breadth of its national readership. In a battle taken all the way to the U.S. Supreme 

Court, ONE demonstrated a new level of LGBT political and social power, winning an 

important legal case for the freedom of the press.30  

In 1956 ONE Incorporated established the ONE Institute of Homophile Studies. The ONE 

Institute amassed a noteworthy library on the topic homosexuality and offered what 

were likely the first classes in homophile studies in the United States. The ONE Institute 

received a large donation from Reed Erickson in 1965, which allowed the group to fulfill 

its mission. Erickson was a female-to-male transsexual who had inherited his family's 

fortune. He founded the Erickson Educational Foundation in 1964 and poured millions of 

dollars into LGBT causes.31  

The modern period of the gay liberation movement unfolded during the mid- to late 

1960s and reflected the consolidation of a LGBT group consciousness. The key 

manifestations of this new group awareness were an increasing level of group 

resistance to homophobia, a major expansion in the number and variety of permissive 

social spaces, and a substantial increase in the number of sexual identity based 

political and social organizations. The movement during this period was facilitated by 

the emergence of a vibrant local LGBT newspaper media including The Advocate and 

The Lesbian Tide.  

The political and social upheaval during the mid-1960s attracted even more non-

conformist and radicals to Los Angeles. The more liberal attitudes and androgynous 

fashion during this period, allowed LGBT persons to be more visible and less different. 

While the society at large was beginning to change its view of homosexuality, the 

police had not. The LAPD continued to raid gay and lesbian bars throughout the 

                                                 
29 Faderman and Timmons, 116. 
30 For more information on ONE Magazine, please see Theme 7.  
31 A.H. Devor, "Reed Erickson and the Erickson Educational Foundation," University of Victoria, Canada, 

accessed August 29, 2014, http://web.uvic.ca/~erick123/ 
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1960s.32 Raids at the Black Cat in Silver Lake in 1967 and The Patch in Wilmington in 1968 

are the most often mentioned because of the demonstrations and marches they 

provoked. Such group resistance strengthened the movement by raising group 

awareness and organizing the LGBT community around broader issues related to 

homophobia.  

The new generation of gay political activists was more likely to have been affiliated with 

one of the left-wing or counter-culture groups active during the period than one of the 

existing homophile organizations. Morris Kight, for example, was an anti-war activist who 

was one of the co-founders of the Gay Liberation Front (GLF) in Los Angeles. While the 

GLF in Los Angeles was short-lived, its contributions to the movement were significant. 

Although the GLF represents a radical departure from the homophile organizations, the 

first meeting was hosted by Don Slater, the former board member of ONE Incorporated 

and editor of Tangents at the time.33 

In June 1970, Kight helped organize a march down Hollywood Boulevard to 

commemorate the first anniversary of the Stonewall Riots in New York. In addition to 

Kight, parade organizers included Reverend Bob Humphries with the Unites States 

Mission and Reverend Troy Perry with the Metropolitan Community Church (MCC).34 The 

parade, which was officially co-sponsored by the GLF and MCC could not be held 

without a permit from the City of Los Angeles. Reverend Perry attended the hearing 

and described part of his exchange with Ed 

Davis, the chief of police: 

Chief Davis: "Did you know that 

homosexuality is illegal in the State of 

California?" 

Reverend Perry: "No sir, it is not." 

Chief Davis: "Well, I want to tell you 

something. As far as I'm concerned, granting 

a parade permit to a group of homosexuals 

to parade down Hollywood Boulevard would 

be the same as giving a permit to a group of 

thieves and robbers."35 

The Police Commissioners debated amongst 

themselves and finally voted in favor of the 

permit on the condition that the organizers 

post bonds and pay fees for police 

                                                 
32 The same could be said of police departments in other cities with large LGBT populations such as New 

York and San Francisco.  
33 Faderman and Timmons, 154.  
34 It should be noted that Perry was also a member of the GLF.  
35 "History of Christopher Street West/LA Pride," Christopher Street West Presents LA Pride, accessed August 

29, 2014, http://lapride.org/history.php 

 
Figure 6: Members of GLF protest the Police 

Commission's conditions for holding the first 

gay pride parade. Source: ONE National Gay 

and Lesbian Archives. 
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protection. Without hesitation, the organizers met with attorneys for the American Civil 

Liberties Union (ACLU). With the assistance of the ACLU, the conditions were dropped 

and the parade was held without incident. The parade was originally called Gay 

Freedom Day. Eventually, "freedom" was replaced with "pride" and the event was 

orchestrated annually by a new organization called Christopher Street West.  In 1979, 

the parade was moved to Santa Monica Boulevard in West Hollywood.36  

In 1970 and 1971, the GLF organized a series 

of gay-ins, three of which took place at the 

merry-go-round in Griffith Park. Like the 

parade, the purpose of these gay-ins was to 

encourage LGBT persons to come out of the 

closet and to encourage the public to 

accept alternative expressions of sexuality 

and gender. The events, which attracted 

thousands of people, took place during the 

day and included speeches, music, and 

dancing as well as booths that offered free 

legal and social services. Challenging the 

LAPD policy that effectively banned gays 

and lesbians from congregating in public 

was also one of the goals of the GLF, which was largely achieved by these events. The 

LAPD officers that policed the events only agitated the crowds. So the GLF obtained a 

restraining order on the basis that it was a violation of their civil rights.37 

Another component of the gay liberation movement was gaining equal access to 

social services. Existing social service agencies were often hostile to the needs of the 

community. In the early 1970s, for example, mental health clinics still treated 

homosexuality as a disease.38 Instead of convincing existing agencies to treat LGBT 

persons with respect, three members of the GLF, John Platania, Don Kilhefner and Morris 

Kight, organized the Gay Survival Committee. The committee envisioned a network of 

services run for and by gays and lesbians. The committee had an office on Vermont 

Avenue and began to provide information referrals and mental health support. Then a 

coffee shop was opened on Melrose Avenue, and homeless teenagers and adults 

were allowed to sleep there at night.  

The group quickly realized that more structure was needed, as opposed to the loosely 

organized network of services that was beginning to form. Thus, the Gay Community 

Services Center (GCSC) was organized in April of 1971.39 Recognizing the growing 

                                                 
36 Ibid. 
37 Faderman and Timmons, 176 and Moira Rachel Kenney, Mapping Gay L.A. (Philadelphia, PA: Temple 

University Press, 2001), 170-171 
38 For more information on the treatment of LGBT persons by mental health professionals, please see Theme 

5. 
39 Faderman and Timmons, 192-195; Kenney, 82-84; Lorrie L. Jean, "40+ years of L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center 

History," L.A. Gay & Lesbian Center, accessed August 29, 2014, 

 
Figure 7: Crowds gather at a Gay-In in Griffith 

Park in 1970. Source: ONE National Gay and 

Lesbian Archive. 
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number of homeless gays and lesbians, especially teenagers, the GCSC leased a house 

for them on Edgemont Street in April of 1971. Called the Liberation House, residents 

were asked to pay $1.50 a day for room and board. Four additional houses were 

added to meet the demand.40 The GCSC also opened the Funky Gaywill Shoppe and 

Recycling Center on Griffith Park Boulevard to provide employment for the residents 

living in the Liberation Houses.  

During the 1970s, the GCSC grew to become 

one of the largest LGBT organizations in the 

country. In October of 1971, the GCSC was 

incorporated and opened its first 

headquarters in a house on Wilshire Boulevard. 

In addition to the Liberation Houses and 

Gaywill Shoppe, the GCSC operated a gay 

men's venereal disease clinic and a self-

development clinic with individual counseling, 

group therapy, and family services. In 1974, 

the GCSC became the first gay entity granted 

nonprofit status by the Internal Revenue 

Service, although the application was initially 

rejected because it served homosexuals. By 

the end of the decade, the GCSC had 

moved into a larger building on Highland 

Avenue, transitioned from a volunteer to a 

paid staff, and received grants from public 

agencies for the services it provided.  

In 1980, the GCSC changed its name to the 

Gay and Lesbian Community Services Center, 

an explicit acknowledgement and invitation to lesbians. Throughout the 1970s, 

however, lesbians had already begun to create separate organizations with a feminist 

political agenda. Central among these was the Gay Women's Services Center, which 

was founded by Del Whan in 1971. Sharon Raphael and Mina Meyer expanded the 

services of the center to include bailing gay women out of jail, rescuing them from 

mental hospitals, and sheltering them until they were re-established.41 The center, along 

with other groups, also sought to provide women with healthier and safer alternatives to 

bars in terms of meeting places.  

As the gay liberation movement matured during the late 1970s, new groups were 

formed that were less ideological and more traditional in their approach to political 

change. In 1976, a group of upper-middle-class gay men founded the Municipal 

Elections Campaign Los Angeles (MECLA) to provide financial support to gay-friendly 

                                                                                                                                                             
http://laglc.convio.net/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=14427. The latter article provides an excellent 

chronology of the history of the center.  
40 These were located on Van Ness, Oxford, Central, and Las Palmas. 
41 Faderman and Timmons, 170.  

 
Figure 8: The founders of GCSC on the front 

steps of the building on Wilshire Boulevard, 

circa 1974. Source: ONE National Gay and 

Lesbian Archive. 
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political candidates. Concerned that candidates would not accept donations from 

openly gay organization, the word gay was left out of the name with little regret. The 

group, largely led by Rob Eichberg and Steve Lachs, organized a successful series of 

elegant diners and banquets that for the first time tapped into the wealth of the 

affluent gay community. The following year, the board of MECLA expanded from nine 

men to five women and ten men.42 David Mixner, a still closeted gay political 

consultant, was the chief strategist for the group.  

MECLA played an important role in the campaign to defeat Proposition 6, also known 

as the Briggs Initiative, in 1978. Proposition 6 was placed on the ballot by Orange 

County State Senator, John Briggs. It would have effectively banned gays and lesbians 

from working in public schools in California and represented the conservative backlash 

against the gay liberation movement. During the late 1970s, ordinances protecting gays 

and lesbians from discrimination were being repealed across the country. Mixner 

created the "NO on 6" organization and MECLA was a major financial donor. A key 

feature of the campaign was for gays and lesbians to come out to their families, 

neighbors, and co-workers to shift public opinion away from the homophobic initiative. 

The defeat of Proposition 6 represented the culmination of the growing political power 

of the LGBT community, although the struggle for LGBT rights was far from over. 

The following tables describe designated and known resources associated with the gay 

liberation movement. Eligibility Standards address residential, commercial, institutional, 

site and other property types.  

Designated Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

The Black Cat 3909 Sunset Boulevard A gay bar in Silver Lake during the 

1960s and 1970s. The site of the first 

large protest against police 

harassment in 1967. This property is 

designated LAHCM #939. 

Griffith Park Merry-Go-Round Griffith Park The merry-go-round in Griffith Park 

was the location of a series of gay-

ins between 1970 and 1971. This 

property is located in Griffith Park, 

which is designated LAHCM #942. 

Known Resources 

Resource Name Location Comments 

Christopher Street West/Gay 

Pride Parade 

Hollywood Boulevard between 

Highland and Vine 

The first gay pride parade occurred 

in 1970. It was one of several 

actions taken to increase the 

visibility of the LGBT community. The 

parade moved to West Hollywood 

                                                 
42 Dudley Clendinen and Adam Nagorney, Out for Good: The Struggle to Build a Gay Rights Movement in 

America (New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 1999), 350-358. 
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in 1979 and has been held there 

ever since. 

Cooper‘s Donuts 316 East 5th Street (Demolished) The site of the first known instance 

of transgender persons resisting 

arbitrary police arrest in 1959. 

Daughters of Bilitis (DOB) 852 Cherokee Avenue 

 

The DOB formed in San Francisco in 

1955. It was conceived as a social 

alternative to lesbian bars, which 

were subject to raids and police 

harassment. As the DOB gained 

members, their focus shifted to 

providing support to women who 

were afraid to come out. The Los 

Angeles chapter was founded by 

Stella Rush and Helen Sanders in 

1958.  

Funky Gaywill Shoppe and 

Recycling Center 

1519-21 Griffith Park Boulevard The Shoppe was operated by the 

GCSC and provided employment 

for residents living in the Liberation 

Houses. 

Gay Community Services 

Center 

1612-14 Wilshire Boulevard 

(Demolished) 

Their first headquarters were in 

two rented houses at 1612-14 

Wilshire Boulevard. They 

moved to a former motel at 

1213 N. Highland Avenue in 

1974. Now at 1625 N. Schrader 

Boulevard. 

The GCSC, incorporated in 1971. It 

provided a variety of services to 

gays and lesbians who were 

neglected or mistreated by existing 

agencies.  

Gay Liberation Front (GLF) Los 

Angeles/Morris Kight Residence 

1822 West 4th Street The GLF was founded in New York 

City in 1969 after the Stonewall riots. 

The Los Angeles chapter was 

established that same year by 

Morris Kight, Don Kilhefner, John 

Platania, Brenda Weathers, and Del 

Whan among others. The GLF 

operated out of Kight's home. He 

was also one of the founders of the 

GCSC. 

Gay Women‘s Services Center 

(GWSC) 

1542 Glendale Boulevard 

(Demolished) 

Founded in 1971, the GWSC was 

the first organization in the U.S. 

incorporated as a social service 

agency exclusively for lesbians.   

Harry Hay Residence 2328 Cove Avenue Hay (1912-2002) was an actor, 

political activist and early leader in 

the gay liberation movement. He 

played a key role in the formation 

of the Mattachine Society, 

although he resigned from the 

leadership in 1953. 

Dale Jennings Residence 1933 North Lemoyne Street Jennings (1917-2000) was one of 
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the founding members of the 

Mattachine Society and ONE 

Incorporated.  

Knights of the Clock 

 

Need Address The Cloistered Order of Conclaved 

Knights of Sophisticracy, more 

commonly known as the Knights of 

the Clock, was an interracial 

homophile social club based in Los 

Angeles. Sources differ as to the 

founding date of the organization, 

variously citing it as 1949, 1950, and 

1951. Regardless of the exact date, 

the group was one of the earliest 

gay organizations in the U.S. 

Mark IV Baths 4400-4424 Melrose Avenue The site of a notorious 1975 LAPD 

raid, which resulted in a major 

change in the policing of the gay 

community. 

Mattachine Society 232 S. Hill Street (Demolished) 

 

The Mattachine Society, founded in 

1950, was one of the earliest 

homophile organizations in the U.S. 

probably second only to Chicago‘s 

Society for Human Rights (1924). 

Harry Hay and a group of Los 

Angeles male friends formed the 

group to protect and improve the 

rights of homosexuals.  

ONE Incorporated 2256 Venice Boulevard  

ONE Incorporated shared 

offices with the Mattachine 

Society when they were 

founded in 1953. However, that 

building has been demolished. 

ONE, Incorporated, which grew out 

of the Mattachine Society, was 

founded in 1952 as an educational 

and advocacy organization for gay 

rights.  

Personal Rights in Defense and 

Education (PRIDE)  

Need Address Established in 1966, PRIDE set a new 

tone for gay political groups. Like 

the Gay Liberation Front, PRIDE led 

aggressive demonstrations against 

the oppression of gay gatherings or 

same-sex meetings by the LAPD. 

The Patch Bar 610 West Pacific Coast 

Highway 

The site of civil resistance to police 

harassment, which launched the 

Flower Power Protest in 1968.  

Don Slater Residence 1354 W. Calumet Avenue  

Research indicates that Slater 

lived with his partner, Tony 

Reyes. Reyes is listed at 1354 W. 

Calumet Avenue from 1961 

and 1987. 

Slater (1923-1997) was the founding 

editor of ONE Magazine and later 

Tangents. In addition, he was the 

first vice president of the ONE 

Institute.  

Southern California Women for 

Understanding (SCWU) 

Need Address 
SCWU was an educational non-

profit organization, formed in 1976 

and dedicated to enhancing the 
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quality of life for lesbians and 

changing stereotypical images of 

lesbians. 

Westside Women's Center Need Address Founded in 1970, the Westside 

Women's Center published a 

feminist newspaper, provided 

therapy, and trained women in the 

building trades.  

Eligibility Standards 

Theme: The Gay Liberation Movement 

Property Type: Residential, Commercial, and Institutional 

Property Type Description: Associated property types include residential, commercial, 

and institutional buildings used by groups that played an important role in the gay 

liberation movement. The earliest groups were often founded in and operated out of 

the homes of one or more of the members. As groups matured, they may have 

purchased or rented space in commercial or institutional buildings. Only in a few cases, 

were groups so successful that they could raise funds for purpose built facilities.  

Property Type Significance: Significant properties are directly associated with influential 

organizations in the gay liberation movement. 

Geographic Locations: 

 Throughout Los Angeles 

Area(s) of Significance: Social History 

Criteria: A/1/1 

Period of Significance: 1948-1980 

Eligibility Standards: 

 Is directly associated with an event, organization, or institution that played an 

important role in the development of LGBT consciousness, community, or culture 

during the period of significance 

Character-Defining/Associative Features: 

 For National Register, properties associated with events that date from the last 50 

years must possess exceptional importance 

 Interior spaces that functioned as important gathering/meeting places must 

remain readable from the period of significance 

 Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period the 

institution occupied the property 
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Integrity Considerations: 

 Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, and Association from the 

period of significance 

Property Type: Residential 

Property Type Description: Associated property types may include single-family and 

multi-family residential buildings that were the homes of prominent leaders in the gay 

liberation movement. 

Property Type Significance: Significant properties are directly associated with persons 

who played an important role in the gay liberation movement. In many cases, 

significant individuals were involved with numerous groups, some of which only 

functioned briefly. Thus, the residence of an individual is often the property that best 

represents their productive life. 

Geographic Locations: 

 Throughout Los Angeles 

Area(s) of Significance: Social History 

Criteria: B/2/2 

Period of Significance: 1948-1980 

Eligibility Standards: 

 Individual must be proven to have played a significant and influential role in the 

gay liberation movement 

 Is associated with a person who made important individual contributions to the 

gay liberation movement 

 Is directly associated with the productive life of the person 

Character-Defining/Associative Features: 

 For National Register, properties associated with individuals whose significant 

accomplishments date from the last 50 years must possess exceptional 

importance 

 For multi-family properties, the apartment or room occupied by the person must 

be readable from the period of significance 

 Retains most of the essential character-defining features from the period the 

institution occupied the property 

Integrity Considerations: 

 Integrity is based on the period during which the significant individual occupied 

the property 
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 Should retain integrity of Location, Design, Feeling, and Association from the 

period of significance 
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Cafeteria, a twenty-four hour hangout popular with the gay community, 

also rebelled following police harassment.92  

 

In June 1969, patrons of the then mafia-run Stonewall Inn in New York 

City’s Greenwich Village, fought back against police harassment. Instead 

of acquiescing to police demands, the queens, hustlers, gay men, and 

lesbian patrons—many of whom, including queens Marsha P. “Pay it No 

Mind” Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, were working class and people of color—

fought back, forcing the police to retreat.93 This event is generally 

recognized as the birth of the Gay Liberation Movement, and continues to 

be remembered by LGBTQ Pride celebrations and protests across the 

country (and internationally) that take place in June (Figure 6). These pride 

celebrations, which began as street protests for LGBTQ rights 

simultaneously in New York City, Los Angeles, and Chicago were an abrupt 

break from the Annual Reminders that had taken place in Philadelphia 

from 1965 through 1969.94 

 

The Gay Liberation Front formed in New York City almost immediately 

following the Stonewall Riots, and groups with similar names quickly 

                                                      
92 Compton’s Cafeteria was located at 101 Taylor Street, San Francisco, California. Many of the youth 

at Compton’s were members of Vanguard, the first LGBTQ youth organization in the United States. 

From 1965 to 1967, they operated out of Glide Memorial Church, 330 Ellis Street, San Francisco, 

California. Both buildings are contributing elements to the Uptown Tenderloin Historic District, listed 

on the NRHP on February 5, 2009. Stryker, Transgender History; Christina Hanhardt, Safe Space: Gay 

Neighborhood History and the Politics of Violence (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2013); 

Screaming Queens: The Riot at Compton’s Cafeteria, directed by Victor Silverman and Susan Stryker 

(San Francisco: Frameline, 2005). 
93 According to Stormé DeLarverie, the only female member of The Jewel Box Review, and who was at 

Stonewall the night of the revolt, “It was a rebellion, it was an uprising, it was a civil rights 

disobedience—it wasn’t no damn riot.” Kristi K., “Something Like a Super Lesbian: Stormé DeLarverie 

(In Memoriam),” The K Word, May 28, 2014, accessed October 27, 2015, 

http://thekword.com/2014/05/28/something-like-a-super-lesbian-storme-delarverie-in-memoriam. 

The body of Marsha P. Johnson was recovered from the waters off of Pier 45 (also known as the 

Christopher Street Pier) in New York City in 1992. Since the 1970s, the Pier has been a meeting place 

and refuge for gay men, drag queens, and other members of the African American ballroom 

community and culture. Susan Stryker, Transgender History (Berkeley, CA: Seal Press, 2008), 82-86; 

Tim Retzloff, “Eliding Trans Latino/a Queer Experience in US LGBT History: José Sarria and Sylvia 

Rivera Reexamined,” CENTRO: Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican Studies 19, no. 1 (2007): 140-

161. 
94 Duberman, Stonewall; David Carter, Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution (New 

York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004). Stonewall (51-53 Christopher Street, Christopher Park and 

surrounding streets, New York City, New York) was listed on the NRHP on June 28, 1999 and 

designated an NHL on February 16, 2000. 

http://thekword.com/2014/05/28/something-like-a-super-lesbian-storme-delarverie-in-memoriam
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formed across the country, including Los Angeles, Washington, DC, Iowa 

City, Buffalo, New York, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.95 They advocated for 

direct action and the sexual liberation of all people. In December 1969, 

just months after the founding of the GLF, some New York City members 

split off to form the Gay Activists’ Alliance (GAA) (Figure 7). The split was in 

reaction to the perceived chaos and obstructionism of the GLF, and its 

commitment to multi-issue, multi-movement, coalition politics—the GAA 

instead wanted to focus on gay rights.96 While some members of the GLF 

worked to distance themselves from drag queens and other gender-

variant people, the GAA actively began to exclude transgender people, 

including making fun of them and not allowing them to speak at public 

rallies, including the 1973 Christopher Street Liberation Rally, during 

which Sylvia Rivera took over the stage.97  

 

                                                      
95 The Gay Liberation Front did not have “chapters;” each of the groups were independent from one 

another. In 1970 and 1971, the New York City group met at the Church of the Holy Apostles, 296 

Ninth Avenue, New York City, New York. The building was added to the NRHP on April 26, 1972.  In 

1969 in Los Angeles, Morris Kight, Harry Hay, and others founded the GLF chapter at Morris Kight’s 

House in the Westlake neighborhood of Los Angeles. They opened the first gay coffee house, held 

several “gay-ins” at Griffith Park (4730 Crystal Springs Drive, Los Angeles, California), and were 

involved in establishing LA’s first gay pride parade, as well as the city’s first gay community center at 

1612-1614 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, California (now demolished), which has become the Los 

Angeles LGBT Center, 1625 North Schrader Boulevard, Los Angeles, California. In Washington, DC, 

members of the GLF rented a house on S Street NW from 1971 to 1974, from where they offered 

meeting space, published a newsletter, and hosted support groups. They held newcomer and youth 

group meetings at the Quaker House, 2121 Decatur Place NW, Washington, DC—a location that also 

hosted lesbian organizations like Rising Women’s Coffee House and in the 1980s, a coffeehouse 

where people living with HIV/AIDS could meet. The GLF of Rochester, New York operated out of 201 

Todd Union at the University of Rochester, River Station, Rochester, New York from 1971 to 1973 and 

published the Empty Closet newsletter. They became the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley in June 

1973. In April 1974, the University of Iowa’s GLF and Gay People’s Liberation Alliance from Iowa State 

University (which formed initially as the GLF in 1971) co-organized the first Midwest Gay Pride 

Conference, held at the Iowa Memorial Union, 125 North Madison Street, Iowa City, Iowa. The GLF also 

organized at SUNY Buffalo and at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee in 1970.   
96 Arthur Bell, Dancing the Gay Lib Blues: A Year in the Homosexual Liberation Movement (New York: 

Simon and Schuster, 1971); Faderman, Revolution, 258-259. The GAA had their New York City 

headquarters at the Firehouse, 99 Wooster Street, New York City, New York from 1971-1974, when 

arsonists set fire to the building. This served as a mailing address for the New York City chapter of the 

Radicalesbians in the early 1970s. The GAA Firehouse is located in the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic 

District, listed on the NRHP and as a NHL on June 29, 1978. 
97 Jessi Gan, “‘Still at the Back of the Bus’: Sylvia Rivera’s Struggle,” CENTRO Journal 19, no. 1 (2007): 

124-139. The Gay Activist Alliance operated out of the Gay Activist Alliance Firehouse, 99 Wooster 

Street, New York City, New York. It is located within the SoHo-Cast Iron Historic District, added to the 

NRHP and designated an NHL on June 29, 1978. See “Sylvia Rivera, ‘Y’all Better Quiet Down’ (1973),” 

YouTube video, posted by Luz Violeta, published October 22, 2014, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QiigzZCEtQ. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QiigzZCEtQ
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Additional Contemporary Photos 

 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
North elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
North elevation detail 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
North elevation detail 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
East elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
East elevation and partial south elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
South elevation and partial east elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
South elevation and partial east elevation 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
West elevation, Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
West elevation detail 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
 
 

 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
Garage at rear of property 
Photograph taken: May 8, 2020 
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1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
Looking southwest from 4th and South Bonnie Brae Streets, 1932 
Source: California Historical Society - https://digitallibrary.californiahistoricalsociety.org/object/1209 
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1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
Circa 2008 
Source: A People’s Guide to Los Angeles, Book 
 
 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
Circa 2000s 
Source: Laura Dominguez, Los Angeles Conservancy 
 
 
 



 
 
1822 West 4th Street – Morris Kight Residence/Gay Liberation Front Los Angeles (GLF/LA) 
2019 
Source: Loopnet.com - https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/1822-W-4th-St-Los-Angeles-CA/16006535/ 

https://www.loopnet.com/Listing/1822-W-4th-St-Los-Angeles-CA/16006535/


 
 
Morris Kight at first CSW gay pride march/parade, 1970 
Source: LA Free Press via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight) 



 
 
Morris Kight, 1972 
Source: Mickey Pfleger, San Bernardino County Sun 
 
 



 
 
Morris Kight with Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley, 1972 
(First meeting of gay community and LA City officials) 
Source: Pat Rocco Photos, ONE Archives via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight) 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Morris Kight interviewed by Regis Philbin, 1972 
Source: Pat Rocco, ONE Archives via morriskight.com (Mary Ann Cherry, biographer of Morris Kight) 
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(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2018-6005-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: CPC-2013-3169

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

Case Number: CPC-1986-605-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): AB-283 PROGRAM - GENERAL PLAN/ZONE CONSISTENCY - WESTLAKE AREA- COMMUNITY WIDE ZONE CHANGES AND
COMMUNITY PLAN CHANGES TO BRING THE ZONING INTO CONSISTENCY WITH THE COMMUNITY PLAN.  INCLUDES
CHANGES OF HEIGHT AS NEEDED. REQUIRED BY COURT AS PART OF SETTLEMENT IN THE HILLSIDE FEDERATION
LAWSUIT (D. GREEN/BOWMAN)

Case Number: CPC-1984-1-HD

Required Action(s): HD-HEIGHT DISTRICT

Project Descriptions(s): CHANGE OF HEIGHT DISTRICT WITHIN THE "CORE AREA OF L.A."- GENERAL PLAN ZONE CONSISTENCY PROGRAM.

Case Number: ENV-2019-4121-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: ENV-2018-6006-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): RESOLUTION TO TRANSFER THE LAND USE AUTHORITY FROM THE COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY OF THE CITY
OF LOS ANGELES, DESIGNATED LOCAL AUTHORITY (CRA/LA-DLA) TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND CODE AMENDMENT
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEXPIRED REDEVELOPMENT PLANS AND UPDATE OTHER
RELEVANT CODE PROVISIONS IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE TO FACILITATE THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE
AUTHROITY FROM THE CRA/LA-DLA TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES.

Case Number: ENV-2013-3392-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE MODIFIES SECTION 22.119 OF THE LOS ANGELES ADMINISTRATIVE CODE TO ALLOW
ORIGINAL ART MURALS ON LOTS DEVELOPED WITH ONLY ONE SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE AND THAT ARE
LOCATED WITHIN COUNCIL DISTRICTS 1, 9, AND 14.

Case Number: ENV-2013-3170-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): THE PROPOSED PROJECT CONSISTS OF: (1) A TECHNICAL MODIFICATION TO SECTIONS 12.03, 12.04, 12.21, 12.22, 12.24,
13.11, 14.5, 16.05 AND 16.11 OF THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL CODE (LAMC) TO REMOVE OR AMEND REFERENCES TO
THE FORMER COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY (CRA); (2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS TO CLARIFY EXISTING
REGULATIONS IN THE LAMC THAT ARE IMPACTED BY THE TRANSFER OF LAND USE AUTHORITY; AND (3) A RESOLUTION
REQUESTING THAT ALL LAND USE RELATED PLANS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE CRA/LA BE TRANSFERRED TO THE
DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-164625-SA3190

ORD-161116-SA33A

ORD-129279

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.
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ZIMAS INTRANET LARIAC5 2017 Color-Ortho 05/22/2020
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

Address: 1822 W 4TH ST Tract: SUN-SET TRACT Zoning: R4-1

APN: 5154023009 Block: D General Plan: High Medium Residential

PIN #: 133-5A205 140 Lot: 9  

 Arb: None  
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	Proposed Monument Name: Morris Kight residence/Gay Liberation Front
	Name Description: [Former residence of notable person(s)]
	Associated names: Gay Liberation Front (GLF) Los Angeles/Morris Kight Residence (SurveyLA)
	Street Address0: 1822 West 4th Street
	Zip: 90057
	CD: 1
	Range of Addresses on Property: 
	Community Name: Westlake
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5154023009
	Tract: Sun-Set Tract
	Block: D
	Lot: 9
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: 
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1911
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [Private Development]
	ArchitectDesigner: Unknown
	Contractor: Unknown
	Original use: Residential
	Present use: Residential
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [Craftsman]
	Stories: 1
	Plan Shape: [Irregular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Select]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Wood clapboards]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Select]
	Primary Shape: [Gable, front]
	Secondary Shape: [Select]
	Primary Roof: [Composition shingle]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Double-hung]
	Secondary Window Type: [Casement]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Wood]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Off-center]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Select]
	Primary Door Material: [Slab]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 5-26-1937
	AS Summary 1: Install bathroom for basement, enlarge window in basement
	AS Date 2: 6-30-1937
	AS Summary 2: Construct 2-car garage
	AS Date 3: 1994
	AS Summary 3: Front porch repaired due to Northridge Earthquake
	AS Date 4: 2019
	AS Summary 4: Makeshift shacks to middle and rear of property
	AS Date 5: Unknown
	AS Summary 5: Rear door placement and porch
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: SurveyLA LGBT Historic Context
	Survey Name2: Statement
	Other Historic Designation: 
	Criterion 1: Yes
	Criterion 2: Yes
	Criterion 3: 
	Contact Name1: Attn: Liza Brereton c/o AHF
	Company1: AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF)
	Contact St Address1: 6255 Sunset Blvd, 21st Floor
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90028
	Phone1: 323-855-0764
	Email1: liza.brereton@aidshealth.org
	Owner Supported: Unkown
	Contact Name2: Rafi Ventura
	Company2: Sweetzer Lofts, LLC
	Contact St Address2: 6280 West 3rd Street, #335
	ContactCity2: Los Angeles
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 90036
	Phone2: 818-651-3256
	Email2: sweetzerlofts@gmail.com
	Contact Name3: Kate Eggert, Krisy Gosney
	Company3: GEHPC
	Contact St Address3: 6444 Kraft Avenue
	ContactCity3: North Hollywood
	State3: CA
	Contact Zip3: 91606
	Phone3: 
	Email3: kate@gehpc.com


