
Los Angeles Department of City Planning 
RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 ARTHUR AND GERTRUDE SERCY REESE HOME 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNER/APPLICANT: Sonya R. Greenland 
    1709 La Fayette Road 
    Los Angeles, CA  90019 
 
    Sonya Reese Greenland 
    1221 6th Avenue 
    Los Angeles, CA  90017 
 
PREPARERS: Sue Kaplan 
 763 Nowita Place 
 Venice, CA  90291 
 
 David Ewing 
 1234 Preston Way 
 Venice, CA  90291 
 

 
 
 
   

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION 
 
 
HEARING DATE: October 20, 2022 
TIME:   10:00 AM 
PLACE:  Teleconference (see  
                                    agenda for login   
                                    information) 
 
EXPIRATION DATE: The original 30-day 
expiration date of October 22, 2022, per Los 
Angeles Administrative Code Section 
22.171.10(e)1 is tolled, and a revised date will be 
determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines 
Prescribed in the Municipal Code and April 17, 
2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles 
Emergency Authority re: Tolling HCIDLA 
Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency 
Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the 
duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also 
apply. 

CASE NO.: CHC-2022-6876-HCM 
                    ENV-2022-6877-CE   
 
Location: 541 E. Santa Clara Avenue;  
                1221 S. 6th Avenue 
Council District: 11 – Bonin 
Community Plan Area: Venice 
Zoning: RD1.5-1 
Land Use Designation: Low Medium II Residential 
Area Planning Commission: West Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: Venice 
Legal Description: Ocean Park Villa Tract No. 2,  
                              Block Q, Lot 17 



CHC-2022-6876-HCM  
541 E. Santa Clara Avenue; 1221 S. 6th Avenue 
Page 2 of 5 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Take the property under consideration as an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.10 because the 
application and accompanying photo documentation suggest the submittal warrants further 
investigation. 

 
2. Adopt the report findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner  Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
           
Lambert M. Giessinger, Preservation Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planning Associate  
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
   
 
Attachment: Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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SUMMARY 
 
The Arthur and Gertrude Sercy Reese Home is a one-story single-family residence and detached 
garage located on the corner of E. Santa Clara Avenue and S. 6th Avenue in the Oakwood 
neighborhood of Venice. The subject property was constructed in 1913 in the Craftsman architectural 
style by the owner Arthur Reese (1883-1963) as a home for himself and his wife, Gertrude Sercy 
(1886-1950), and their family. A one-story, accessory dwelling unit was constructed at the rear, next 
to the garage, for Irvin Tabor, Arthur Reese’s cousin, and his family in 1915 when they first arrived in 
Venice. It appears that Tabor resided at the subject property for less than a year before he and his 
family moved to what is now the Irvin Family Residences at 605-607 E. Westminster Avenue (HCM 
#1149) in 1916. The Reese family resided at the subject property until around 1950. Although it 
remained in the Reese family, currently owned by Arthur Reese’s granddaughter, Sonya Reese 
Greenland, the subject property has been a rental since the early 1950s. 
 
Formerly known as West Venice and now known as Oakwood, the area bounded by Dewey Street to 
the northwest, Lincoln Boulevard to the northeast, California Avenue to the southeast, Electric Avenue 
to the southwest, and Hampton Drive to the west evolved as an African American enclave across 
multiple generations of ethnic migration to Southern California. From the early 1900s to 1950, Blacks 
migrated from the South seeking improved living conditions, greater financial opportunities, and 
increased freedom from racially hostile communities. Many Blacks arrived to work as manual 
laborers, service workers, and servants to wealthy white residents. Some of the earliest Black 
residents of Venice settled there because they were hired as employees of Abbot Kinney and his 
Venice of America seaside resort that opened in 1905. At the time, housing was sporadically scattered 
throughout the area, but most of the land that would eventually become Oakwood remained 
undeveloped. De facto segregation in hiring practices and real estate sales restricted the mobility of 
Black residents and led to Oakwood becoming an early site for African American homeownership. 
During the early 20th century, homes were being built, businesses catering to the Oakwood 
community were being established, and social, religious, and political organizations were being 
formed to support the residents. By 1912, there were 33 Blacks living in Oakwood, many of whom 
were members of the Reese and Tabor families.  
 
Rectangular in plan, the subject property is of wood-frame construction with horizontal wood cladding 
and has a low-pitched multi-gabled roof with composition shingles and exposed rafter tails. The 
primary, south-east facing facade features a scored cement porch with a gabled roof supported by 
redwood beams atop large, pyramidal brick piers, a curved brick pony wall fronting the porch, two 
sets of tripartite vinyl windows, and the main entrance consisting of a wood paneled door with an oval 
glass inset and a wood screen door. On the east-facing facade there is a large brick chimney, a side 
porch covered by a pergola, and a secondary entrance consisting of a wood door with a glass panel 
flanked by multi-lite double-hung wood windows; the northern portion of the facade projects out and 
features two double-hung windows and a gable-vent. The rear, north-facing elevation has multiple 
gables with vents; a secondary entrance leading out onto a small, cement porch with multiple stairs 
and a metal pipe rail; a large, tripartite, multi-lite window; two double-hung, multi-lite windows, and a 
large double-hung window covered with metal security bars. There are multiple gables on the west-
facing facade and double-hung, multi-lite windows that are covered with security bars. The interior 
features a built-in server with stained glass cabinet fronts, built-in shelving, a brick fireplace, wood 
floors, wall sconces, and wood moldings. The garage has a front-gabled roof with exposed rafter tails, 
horizontal wood cladding, a fixed wood window, and two carriage-style wood doors. Adjacent to the 
garage is the one-story accessory dwelling unit, which has a front-gabled roof with exposed rafter 
tails and composition shingles, textured stucco siding, a small-front porch with wood railings covered 
by a gabled roof, and vinyl windows with security bars.  

Arthur Reese was born in 1883 in White Castle, Louisiana and later moved with his mother and 
brother to New Orleans. He relocated to Los Angeles in 1903, settling in downtown, and soon after 
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established several enterprises that included shoe shining, house renovations, carpet cleaning, 
window washing, and janitorial services in the Santa Monica/Ocean Park area. Around 1904, Reese 
was hired as the head of the janitorial department for the Venice of America resort and he later 
became the principal designer for the Abbot Kinney Company.  In 1906, Reese married Gertrude 
Sercy, whom he knew since elementary school, and they had two children. He and his family moved 
to Venice in 1911 and purchased the property at 555 Westminster Avenue (then called Fredonia 
Avenue), where they lived until the subject property on Santa Clara Avenue was completed in 1913. 
In 1920, Reese purchased the boat concession in the Venice canals from the Abbot Kinney Company 
and operated it with his brother, Edward. In addition to working for Abbot Kinney, Reese was also an 
artist and sculptor and ultimately became Venice’s unofficial town decorator who was best known for 
decorating parade floats in the style of Mardi Gras, including oversized, decorative grotesque heads. 
Over the years, his artistic work won him a number of awards and honors. Further, Reese was actively 
involved in Venice politics; he was the first Black man appointed to the Venice Election Board in the 
1920s and took on many roles in the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), which included executive secretary and president. Reese also helped form the Santa 
Monica Progressive Union, was president of the 15th Congressional District Political Club, and was 
elected to the position of Worshipful Master with the 19th unit of the Mason Crescent Bay Lodge 
through which he led many charitable and fundraising activities. Reese passed away in 1963 due to 
complications from appendicitis. 
 
Gertrude Sercy Reese was born in New Orleans, Louisiana in 1886. She graduated from Leland 
University and taught school before moving to Los Angeles in 1906, at which time she married Arthur 
Reese. Mrs. and Mr. Reese had two children: Mercier, born in 1908, and Arthur Lloyd, Jr., born in 
1910. In addition to her involvement in many of the Oakwood community activities, including the 
Monday Women’s Club, Mrs. Reese indulged in her passions for politics and music by serving as the 
Inspector of the Polls for the 1922 elections and the President of the Nannie Burroughs Chapter of 
the Women’s Political Study Club of California 1934-1935 as well as singing and playing the piano 
and organ at club and organization meetings, church services, and community events. Mrs. Reese 
also participated in the women’s auxiliaries of the groups which her husband was a member, including 
the First Baptist Church and the Masonic organization, the Order of the Eastern Star. She passed 
away in 1950 from bone cancer.  
 
The subject property has experienced several alterations over the years that include the enlargement 
of the garage by nine feet in width to accomodate two automobiles in 1926 and the replacement of 
many of the windows, the addition of security bars to some of the windows, the installation of two 
vertical porch supports, and the addition of a fence surrounding the property, all at unknown dates. 
 
SurveyLA, the citywide historic resources survey, identified the subject property as individually eligible 
for listing under national, state, and local designation programs as the long-time residence of Arthur 
Reese, the first African American to live and work in Venice and the unofficial town decorator. The 
subject property is also located within the Oakwood Planning District identified by SurveyLA, the 
citywide historic resources survey, as significant as a rare example of an early-20th century African 
American enclave in Venice. The survey found that while the area does not retain sufficient integrity 
or cohesion to qualify as an historic district, it may warrant special consideration for local planning 
purposes. 
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CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument as 
any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant 
contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or 
community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or 
represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius 
influenced his or her age. 

 
 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on the facts set forth in the summary and application, the Commission determines that the 
application is complete and that the property may be significant enough to warrant further 
investigation as a potential Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On September 22, 2022, the Director of Planning determined that the application for the proposed 
designation of the subject property as an Historic-Cultural Monument was complete. The original 30-
day expiration date of October 22, 2022, per Los Angeles Administrative Code Section 22.171.10(e)1 
is tolled, and a revised date will be determined pursuant to the Mayor’s March 21, 2020, Public Order 
Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling of Deadlines Prescribed in the Municipal 
Code and April 17, 2020, Public Order Under City of Los Angeles Emergency Authority re: Tolling 
HCIDLA Deadlines and Revising Expiration of Emergency Orders. 
 
The time to act on this item has been tolled for the duration of the local emergency period. Please 
note that other State law provisions may also apply. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Arthur and Gertrude Reese Residence is an Arts and Crafts-style home constructed 
in 19131 in Venice within the area now known as Oakwood, an historically African Amer-
ican neighborhood. The property was bought by Arthur Reese, the renowned decorator 
for Abbot Kinney’s Venice of America, in 1912 and he designed a home for himself, his 
wife Gertrude, and their family in the prevalent Craftsman architectural style. Reese em-
ployed the Nelson Brothers, a Santa Monica company, for the house’s construction. The 
Nelsons were white. We don’t yet know the relationship between Reese and the Nelson 
Brothers, how the Reese’s found them or how they were hired, but it must be a rare in-
stance of a white firm working for a Black homeowner.2 
 
By 1903, Reese was operating a shoeshine stand in the Santa Monica/Ocean Park area 
and quickly established other businesses. Around 1904, he was hired as Venice of Amer-
ica founder Abbot Kinney’s janitorial head; he later became the principal designer for the 
Abbot Kinney Company. Reese’s cousin, Irvin Tabor, followed Reese to Venice and be-
came Kinney’s chauffeur. These two young African Americans held esteemed and im-
portant roles among those who worked for Abbot Kinney, and they in turn became 
leaders within their community. Arthur Reese, along with Tabor, played a leading role 
in establishing Venice as a diverse community with a large African American enclave, as 
well as in realizing Kinney’s Venice of America. 
 
Oakwood, over time, evolved into an African American enclave due to segregation and 
racist sentiments which limited the mobility of African American residents who, like 
Reese and Tabor, had migrated from the South to live and work in Venice. Today, it is 
one of the largest, original, arts and crafts style structures from the early 20th century still 
extant in the immediate Oakwood neighborhood. (See Appendix H for the 1918 Sanborn 
Maps) 
 
 

§ § §  

 
1 The Santa Monica Street Directory of 1915 is the earliest mention of them residing at this address. 

2 The Nelsons seem to have been active in the mid 1910s and early 1920s. We have found no specific con-
struction projects announced in the Santa Monica Outlook. However, a 1914 Santa Monica Outlook pub-
lished a display ad for “Nelson & McKinney Designers & Builders of Santa Monica,” presumably one of 
the Nelson brothers. A 1922 Evening Outlook classified placed by Nelson offering a property was a pro-
posal offering to a renter to finance and build a custom house on a lot for the tenant agreeing to the offer. 
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Note on Source of Material 
 
A great deal of the primary source material for the history of Oakwood has disappeared. 
Its rich history deserves to be recognized and further researched. Arthur and Gertrude’s 
granddaughter, Sonya Reese Greenland, wishes to see her grandparents’ legacy pre-
served and their home recognized as a Historic-Cultural Monument.  She has collected 
and saved a trove of material and made it available to us. This important archive contrib-
utes to what we do know about the development of Oakwood and the life of the African 
American community at the beginning of Venice’s history.3 This application is largely 
based on her recollections and her archive. 
 
The African American role in the development and history of Venice has proven to be 
important. More research needs to be done, oral histories collected, and supporting doc-
uments collected and preserved. Then the story of the Oakwood community and its role 
in the founding and building of Abbot Kinney’s Venice of America can stand side by side 
with the many monographs and writings on the history of Venice, on African American 
history and on the African American women’s movement. We are only beginning to re-
cover the story as these historic resources come to light and are recognized. The potential 
loss of this history is still very real unless we actively seek it out, document it and save 
other physical properties as they come to light in this historic community. 
 
 

§ § §  

 
 
II. OWNERSHIP AND DEVELOPMENT CHRONOLOGY 
 
On July 2, 1912, twenty-nine-year-old Arthur Reese bought lot seventeen of block Q in 
the Ocean Park Villa Tract on Santa Clara Street from W.A. Onstine and his wife Beatrice 
Onstine and J.G. Onstine and his wife Pearl. The Onstines, by their surname, were almost 

 
3 The history of the Reese Family compiled by their granddaughter, Sonya Reese Greenland, forms the 
basis of this application. Ms. Greenland self-published a short history of Arthur Reese: Sonya Reese Green-
land. Arthur L. Reese “The Wizard of Venice.” [n.d.] Rita Cofield’s master thesis, Venice, California–Early 1900s 
Through 1960, is the latest and most comprehensive contribution to the history of the Oakwood area. 
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certainly Jewish. (See Appendices C and F)4 W.A. Onstine was an officer of the Southern 
California Homes Co. The listing in the 1911 Los Angeles Street Directory (p. 1344) shows 
him as secretary; by the next year he was president. Another family member, T.C. Onstine 
was manager. The office was in downtown Los Angeles.5 
 
No building permits were found for the construction of the Reese Residence, but there is 
an Evening Outlook notice from 1914 that “A.L. Reese is building a handsome bunga-
low…” (J. A. Reese, his brother, contributed the notice.) (Appendix C) The house was 
completed in 1915. The Santa Monica City Directory of 1915-16 lists Arthur and Gertrude 
Reese living at 541 Santa Clara Avenue, the subject property. 
 
The home has remained in the Reese family since its construction and is presently owned 
by Sonya Reese Greenland, Arthur Reese’s granddaughter. 

 

 

§ § §  

 

 

III. URGENCY FOR DESIGNATION 
 
Sonya Reese Greenland is eager to have her grandparents’ home designated a historic 
monument. While in good health, she is in her 80s. The house needs some restoration but 
is essentially an intact example of an early 20th-century arts and crafts bungalow built 
and designed by its owner. 
 
Oakwood has seen a great many of its historic resources and character-defining homes 
demolished to make way for large private homes, small lot subdivisions and gentrifica-
tion. It is fast becoming characterized by these large contemporary structures. Survey LA 
refers to Oakwood only as a Planning District and not a Historic District, further 

 
4 Arthur eventually owned his in-law’s home, the Sercys’ at 558 Westminster Avenue, who bought and 
built their house around 1912 and moved into it in 1914. They deeded it to Arthur in 1943. It is now also 
owned by Sonya Reese Greenland. 
5 Cofield, p. 59. Reese paid for his first house in 1910 (555 Westminster) in cash with the help of a Jewish 
person. He may have also been aided in the purchase of 541 Santa Clara, perhaps by the Onstines. 
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jeopardizing the remaining historical fabric of the community, including potential dis-
coveries.6 The loss of these resources has seriously jeopardized Oakwood’s potential to 
be redefined as a historic district. 
 
Ironically, what was accomplished by racial covenants in the early 20st-century is now 
being reprised by gentrification, from the late 20th and into the present. The history of 
the Reese and Tabor families and of Venice’s African American roots are in danger of 
being lost, not only because it is being built over by speculative development, but because 
the African American community itself is being displaced and replaced by generally 
white occupants of the newer homes. 

 

 

§ § §  

 

 

IV. PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
 
(All images found in Appendix E) 
 
The Reese Residence is located on the northwest corner of East 6th and Santa Clara Ave-
nues (541 Santa Clara Avenue / 1221 6th Avenue) in the Venice neighborhood of Los 
Angeles, north of Abbot Kinney Boulevard. The Oakwood neighborhood is residential, 
with single family dwellings dating from Venice’s inception and multi-family dwellings 
dating mainly from the 1940s-50s.  Gentrification and speculation have destroyed many 
of these characteristic and historical homes. 
 
There are three structures on the property: a single-family dwelling, a garage behind the 
main house and an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) off the alley. The house has been 
rented for over 70 years. At Arthur Reese’s invitation, the ADU was built by his cousins, 
the Tabors, as their interim residence upon their arrival in Venice from Louisiana. 
 

 
6 The “…Oakwood Planning District [is] a rare example of an early-20th century African American enclave 
in Venice. Oakwood first established itself as an African American neighborhood in the early 1900s, as 
Blacks migrating from the South settled in Venice to work as manual laborers, service workers, and serv-
ants to wealthy white residents.” (SurveyLA. Historic Resources Survey Report: Venice Community Plan Area, 
p. 44. 
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Exterior 
 
The exterior of the main house uses classic Arts and Crafts style materials: wood clap-
board, brick, and cement. The roof is double gabled with a dormer. The shape of the 
house is the classic rectangular form with the sides of the house jutting out at mid-point. 
Most of the windows are original: double hung with multi-lights. 
 
There are several French doors: in the dining area leading to a side porch. The front bed-
room French doors lead outside onto the front porch. 
 
Large wooden eaves rest on roof joists on all sides of the house and extend out past the 
exterior walls. 
 
A large front porch with a cement floor is flanked by two large wood posts. The top half 
of the posts are decorated with Italian-style brick embellishments supporting the large 
joists running across the width of the house. They were designed and constructed by 
Arthur with bricks manufactured by the Simons Brick Company, an Ocean Park company 
that was responsible for constructing most of Venice’s infrastructure pipes under the 
streets. 
 
The porch’s front wall is bound by a low, waving cement wall extending to the back of 
the eastern side of the house. 
 
The original wood door, reminiscent of the Greene and Greene style, has a large oval 
glass inset and opens into the open setting of the public rooms. 
 
Interior 
 
The interior is largely intact. The original large wood built-in server with stained glass 
cabinet fronts remains. It backs up to the kitchen and faces out into the dining area. Orig-
inal built-in shelving in the bedrooms is extant. The original brick fireplace on the eastern 
side of house and facing into the living room was designed and built by Arthur Reese. 
Original wood molding is extant throughout the house. 
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The electrical sconces still in the living area are the original electric lights.7 Arthur Reese 
was the second person in Venice to install electricity in his house. Abbot Kinney was the 
first to install electrical lights in Venice, at his home on Grand Canal and in the Venice 
Ballroom decorated by Reese. 
 
Work Done 
 
The main house has been well maintained and is in good condition, retaining its original 
features. The property has been rented out for the last 70 years. 
 
There are two known building permits for 541 Santa Clara recorded in Los Angeles City 
Department of Building & Safety records. A permit in 1926 was to enlarge the garage to 
fit two automobiles, adding nine feet to the width. The other, permit (1949) was for foun-
dation work. (See Appendix D) 
 
The work that Ms Greenland has done is primarily maintenance and bringing it up to 
code. She always made sure that any of the work never compromised the integrity of the 
historic resource. All work has been permitted, and funding for them was through the 
Community Development Fund. 
 
Work included updating kitchen appliances and adding a few cabinets by replacing the 
cold pantries. Electrical work included upgrading the sconces and lighting, floor heating 
vents were brought to code by their removal and installing wall heaters. Door locks were 
changed to locking ones for security. Screen doors were installed on the side French doors 
also for safety. 
 
A major restoration measure might be the changing of the glass in some of the windows 
with custom made glass to replicate the originals. 
 
Minor repairs and ongoing maintenance have been done since with little compromise to 
the original structure and features. (Sonya Reese Greenfield, telephone conversation) 

 

 

§ § §  

 
7 Conversation with Sonya Reese Greenland. 
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V. SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The Reese Residence is a significant historic resource and appears to be eligible for His-
toric-Cultural Monument (HCM) status for these three reasons, each of which stands on 
its own: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exem-
plifies significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social his-
tory of the nation, state, city or community. 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, 
city, or local history. 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction; or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or 
architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 

 

 

§ § §  

 

 

1. Association with the Development of the African American Community in Venice  

 
Located at the center of the original African American neighborhood in Venice, now re-
ferred to as Oakwood, the Reese Residence tells the story of the establishment of a com-
munity.8 Gertrude and Arthur Reese’s vision, energy, talents, and perseverance were 
crucial to establishing Venice as a city where African Americans could not only work but 
also live and purchase homes during a time of pervasive racial covenants and Ku Klux 

 
8 The area designated today as Oakwood is a 1960s construct. The original African American area is be-
tween California Avenue and Westminster Avenues (south-north) and Pacific Electric Railway line (now 
Electric Avenue) to Oakwood Park (7th and California Avenues.) In this application, Oakwood will be used 
for the original area of the African American neighborhood. 
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Klan activity, and the Reese Residence is the cornerstone of the Oakwood community 
that they devoted their lives to nourishing. 
 
Starting from the early 1900s, the African American population in Venice began to ex-
pand, which was for the most part a direct result of the Great Migration that saw African 
Americans moving out of the South in search of improved living conditions, greater fi-
nancial opportunities, and freedom from racially hostile communities. African Ameri-
cans came to Venice to work as manual laborers, service workers, and servants to wealthy 
white residents. Some of the earliest African American residents settled in the area be-
cause they were hired as employees of Venice of America founder Abbot Kinney. By hir-
ing them, he made it possible for African Americans coming to Venice to take part in the 
American dream: to start a family and own a home (many homes are still in the posses-
sion of descendants). Many of the workers took advantage of the opportunity and over 
time owned several properties that provided housing for their respective, extended fam-
ilies. 
 
However, from the beginning of Venice history, African Americans were prohibited by 
covenant from living in most parts of Venice. De facto segregation in hiring practices and 
real estate sales restricted the mobility of African American residents, which led to the 
development of Oakwood as a predominantly African American neighborhood. 
 
During the early 20th century, Oakwood became something of a Boomtown. By 1912, 
there were 33 Blacks living in Oakwood, many of whom were members of the Reese and 
Tabor families.9 Homes were being built, businesses catering to the Oakwood community 
were being established, and social, religious, and political organizations were being 
formed to support the residents. 
 
The Reese Residence may be the earliest home built by an African American in Oakwood. 
Records show that it was built in 1913.10 It is not the first home built in the area. The 
Sanborn Maps from 1918 show five other homes on the north side of the 500 block of 
Santa Clara; four occupied by Whites; the fifth is the Reese house, a Black-owned 

 
9 Cofield, Rita. Chapter 3, p 50-51. “The Tabor and Reese families accounted for a large percentage of the 
early residents.…” Ms Cofield recognizes the Reese Family as one of the pioneering families due to Arthurs 
entrepreneurial endeavors, his activism in forming and participating in the many organizations benefitting 
the population of Oakwood, and his leadership and building of the African American community in Ven-
ice. (p. 55-62) 
10 The LA County Assessor and ZIMAS both record the date of the house as 1915. However, Ms Greenland 
says the main house was built first and the back house followed in 1915. 
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residence. Of the eight homes on the south side only, four had been developed (a fifth lot 
has only a garage, probably belonging to one of the adjacent homes)11 The City of Los 
Angeles’s Zoning Information Map Access System (ZIMAS) shows most of the early 
houses that are still standing today were built between 1908-1915. The property on the 
south side of the block at 528 Santa Clara was built in 1911. A triplex directly opposite the 
Reese house on the north-east side of 6th Avenue (601 Santa Clara) was built in 1910; the 
two additional units on that property followed in 1914.12 
 
The Reese Residence became the primary meeting place for many of the local Black or-
ganizations then forming. Mrs. Reese held her many tea parties at the house, hosting the 
First Baptist Church women’s group; the Masons’ women’s adjunct, Order of the Eastern 
Star; the Bay Womens [sic] Civic and Business Club; and a Red Cross blood drive. 
 
It would be impossible to overstate how fundamental Arthur and Gertrude Reese were 
to the development of Venice, let alone Oakwood. They were a ubiquitous, indefatigable, 
upward force building the Oakwood community, and they were seminal in shaping the 
nascent Venice of America, leading or participating in such a range of projects and or-
ganizations that they seemed to be everywhere. They were also a part of the neighborly 
character associated with a strong, well-defined community. 
 

“Oakwood from the beginning quickly formed into a strong community 
where everyone knew each other. The distinctions between family/community 
and the use of private/public spaces were narrowly drawn.” 
 
“Everyone looked after one another and help was there when needed. A 
fourth-fifth generation resident recalls: … That would be a real community 
because they would watch us. And if anything would happen, Miss Reese 
would call my parents before I even got home … Gertrude was right there in 
the center of a strong caring neighborhood.”13 

 
11  Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from Santa Monica, Los Angeles County, California. Sanborn Map Com-
pany, 1918. Map: https//www.loc.gov/item/sanborn00836 007/  
12 The earliest building on the block was at 512 built in 1908; the next was 528 in 1911. We have only exam-
ined the 500 block of Santa Clara. More insight into the development of Oakwood could be gained by 
surveying the whole Oakwood area through the Sanborn maps, the County property records, and consult-
ing the 1910 and 1920 Federal Censuses to determine race and ethnicity in the early development of 
Oakwood and Venice. 
13 Deener, “The Decline of a Black Community and Racial Relations [:] Demographic and Political.” Chap-
ter 3 in Black Los Angeles: American Dreams and Racial Realities, By Darnell Hunt; Ana-Christina Ramón. NY: 
NYU Press, 2010. p. 86 (pp. 81-114.)  
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Development of Venice 
 
The history of Venice, the “Venice of America,” is well known and documented. It came 
out of the singular vision of its developer, Abbot Kinney. However, the development of 
Venice as a beach and amusement park did not go smoothly. Disputes with business 
partners, and competition with the adjacent cities and other development companies 
placed a burden on Kinney’s finances and slowed his progress towards completion. 
Strong winds, heavy rains and fires also hindered completion and caused him to start 
over several times. Despite these set- backs, he opened officially on July 4, 1905, twenty-
one years after making his first investment in the Ocean Park area (the southern portion 
of which eventually became Venice). 
 
Even before the establishment of Venice as its own city, it was not without its controver-
sies and obstacles. Numerous organizations were formed and disbanded. City Councils 
and committees were formed advocating or protesting one thing or another. Politicians 
and city officials were exposed as corrupt and replaced. Disputes with the City of Santa 
Monica forced Abbot Kinney to secede from Ocean Park, the southern portion of Santa 
Monica. This became Venice. The decision of annexation to the City of Los Angeles was 
the big one with numerous voting polls beginning 1924 until the deciding election in 1925 
favoring Annexation. Accepting the annexation also came with its own problems and 
broken promises from the City of Los Angeles. Financial difficulties to improve the infra-
structure and the maintenance of the canals were two of the more pressing disputes with 
the City. It eventually led to the filling of the canals to make way for the increase of ve-
hicular traffic and need for more parking.14 
 
Venice went into decline. Los Angeles “Blue Laws” prohibiting Sunday dancing and 
gambling and Venice tourism decreased well into the 1930s-1940s. The 1950s saw the ar-
rival of the Beatnik Generation attracted by the cheap rents. Venice slipped into further 
decline until the 1980s when developers found cheap properties to invest in and build 
out. This is the situation Oakwood finds itself now. 
 
 
 

 
14 Much of this part of post annexation is from Stanton, Venice California: Coney Island of the Pacific, 141ff. To 
follow events as they unfolded through contemporary newspaper reporting, see Arnold Springer, The His-
tory of Venice, Books I-4. 
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2. Association with Important Historic Personages

The most significant historical personages associated with the Reese Residence are Ar-
thur Reese and Gertrude Sercy Reese; the important and critical roles that they, and their 
entire families, played in the establishment and growth of Oakwood cannot be over-
stated. This is evidenced in their community, social and political activities—they be-
longed to a multitude of clubs and organizations and took leadership roles in many.15 

The Reese’s were forerunners of what grew into the Great Migration a decade after their 
journey from Louisiana, and pioneers of the less memorialized Western branch of that 
migration. Arriving in Los Angeles in 1903 Reese began commuting to Venice and 
quickly established his various businesses. The Reese’s moved to Venice in 1911 (see ftnte 
5, p. 5) and bought their first home at 555 Westminster (then called Fredonia Avenue).16 

Arthur eventually found work with the Abbot Kinney Company. Over time Reese forged 
a relationship with Abbot Kinney then working on his “Venice of America” development. 
Despite the disparities of their circumstances, Kinney apparently recognized a fellow en-
trepreneurial and aesthetic spirit in Reese, who quickly moved from shining shoes and 
janitor to Official Decorator of the Abbot Kinney Company to owning the boat concession 
in Venice’s canals after buying it from the Abbot Kinney Company in 1920. As such, Ar-
thur Reese represents the entrepreneurial opportunities that his relationship with Abbot 
Kinney fostered for the African American community, building the Oakwood neighbor-
hood from the ground up. With the support of Abbot Kinney, Gertrude and Arthur Reese 
participated in making Venice a city where African Americans could not only work, but 
also live and purchase homes during a time of pervasive racial covenants. 

Reese saw opportunities in Venice for other Blacks. Convincing Kinney to hire Blacks in 
his enterprises, he then convinced not only his relatives but other Blacks living in South 
Central to come to Venice for work.17 

Arthur Reese bought the property on Santa Clara Street in 1912 and designed and built a 
home for his growing family (he also built a back house where his cousin Irvin and others 

15 Family biographical Information provided by Sonya Reese Greenland. 

16 The first mention of the Reese’s at the Westminster address is in the Santa Monica Street Directory of 
1911.  See Cofield, ftnte 5, p. 5, for the purchase of the home in 1910. It may have been the first opportunity 
for Blacks to own in Venice. 
17 Cofield, Chapter 3, pp 55ff. 
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could live when they first came to Los Angeles). The Reese Residence is that of a leading 
family of that emerging community. It stands out as an example of early African Ameri-
can ownership--a home designed and built by an African American. 

Arthur and Gertrude Reese 

Arthur was born in White Castle, LA in 1883. He and his brother lived with their mother, 
Jenny Tabor Reese, for Arthur’s first nine years in White Castle. The three then moved to 
New Orleans to be with their father, Reverend A.L. Reese, who was associated with the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church (ca 1909). In 1887 he is recorded as Vice-President of the Institu-
tion of the Louisiana Baptist Sunday-School State Convention, New Orleans. 

Gertrude Sercy was born in New Orleans in 1886. She met Arthur in elementary school 
in New Orleans. Gertrude graduated from Leland University and taught school before 
she married Arthur in 1906. Arthur arrived in Los Angeles in 1903 and brought Gertrude 
to Los Angeles in 1906. She gave birth to Mercier in 1908 and Arthur Lloyd, Jr. in 1910. In 
1911 they bought 555 Westminster and lived there until the Santa Clara home was built 
in 1913. (see ftn. 5, p.5 and p. 16 below) 

They lived there until health reasons forced them to move in with their son Mercier and 
family (Sonya’s father) when Gertrude was diagnosed with bone cancer. Gertrude died 
in 1950. The house was rented out in the early 1950sArthur followed in 1963 of complica-
tions from Appendicitis. Both are buried in Woodlawn Cemetery. 

Arthur Reese 

Arthur Reese arrived in Los Angeles in 1903, settling downtown. Venice was not yet open 
to Black residency. Still, he established several enterprises in Santa Monica while com-
muting from downtown. He began working for Abbot Kinney’s Venice of America in 
1904 after reading about Abbot Kinney’s Venice of America while a railroad Pullman 
porter recognizing job opportunities with the Venice of America enterprise. He was the 
first of his extended family to arrive in Venice. Relatives including the Tabors and Sercys 
(Gertrude’s parents) soon joined him.18 

18 The Sercys (Gertrude’s parents) bought 558 Westminster. This address is listed in the 1911 as Fredonia 
Avenue in the Santa Monica Street Directory. The 1912 edition lists it as Westminster Avenue. The Sercys 
quitclaimed it to Arthur around 1943. 
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After establishing a shoeshine business, Reese soon added other business services, in-
cluding house renovations, carpet cleaning, window washing and janitorial services. 
Reese’s success led to many janitorial contracts with businesses in Venice and Ocean 
Park, including several local piers in operation at the time. Eventually, Kinney made him 
manager of the janitorial department of his company. 

However, Reese’s big break was being hired in 1908 to assist in the design and installation 
of the decorations for the Venice of America amusement pier and buildings. These deco-
rations were bought from the Hamburger Department Store and Reese installed them 
under the direction of the store’s decorator, Percey Alen. Unfortunately, on the eve of the 
opening, it was destroyed by fire. In the 1910s, Reese’s time was mostly involved in de-
signing the decorations for the Venice Pavilion on Abbot Kinney’s pier. 

In the 1920s, he began accepting commissions outside his obligations to the Abbot Kinney 
Company, and around 1926, Reese began advertising his design services in the Santa 
Monica Outlook newspaper. Around this time, Arthur and his brother, Edward, bought 
the boat franchise from Abbot Kinney. (See Appendix G.5 for letter from Kinney) He also 
continued to design many of the amusements and publicity pieces for the Abbot Kinney 
Company, including decorating for official holidays such as Christmas, Easter, Memorial 
Day and Fourth of July, as well other events like the Orange Celebration and Pioneer Day. 
(See Appendix G.2) Additionally, Arthur Reese lent his decorating skills to many of the 
events and celebrations within the community.  

By the 1930s, the popularity of Venice of America had waned. Mardi Gras was brought 
back in 193519, and Reese designed grotesque heads that grew so popular that he became 

19 The history of the Mardi Gras in Venice is not clear; there are many gaps in the history. Ms Greenland 
remembers hearing within the family that Arthur went to Abbot Kinney with the idea of a Mardi Gras 
around 1908. Fraser Park announced one in 1910 but was eventually cancelled and The Kinney Company 
stepped in and brought it to Venice. Venice Mardi Gras began in earnest in 1914 holding two a year for 
Halloween and New Year’s Eve. The “Wizard Reese” was mentioned in the Outlook 1914 Halloween article 
as the decorator. The first New Year’s Eve celebration was in 1915 and they continued until 1927. Other 
cities and organizations began putting on their own New Year’s Mardi Gras. There is no reason to doubt 
that Arthur Reese served as decorator for all these celebrations. In 1935 the Mardi Gras association an-
nounced that a Labor Day Mardi Gras celebration will be held and in August 1936 a second Mardi Gras as 
a “Mad Fiesta of Fun” was held with great fanfare. Photos of the floats and grotesque heads published in 
the Outlook (November 26, 1936). King Neptune appeared and thus started a Venice tradition of the King 
Neptune parade to this day. More research needs to be done about the Mardi Gras tradition in Venice and 
Arthur Reese’s contribution to the celebrations. 
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known for them. Through his design service business, he offered to the public his over-
size, grotesque, decorative heads, and orders from all over came in. (See Appendix G.2) 
Two hundred were ordered for the Golden Gate International Exposition of 1939. A 1936 
Outlook article, “A New Industry,” about Arthur’s decoration manufacturing business 
recognized the Reese Decorating Services as a “New Industry” to the city, employing 
local workers and obtaining materials locally.  

Mr. Reese’s work on other projects included, along with Paul R. Williams, the 1936 
Tournament of Roses committee’s commission to design a float representing the 
African American community. The float won the Tournament of Roses’ First Prize. 
Other floats and events for which he did the designs include the 1937 Pioneer Days; The 
Native Sons of the Golden West; and the Parade of Light in San Pedro. The 
Independent Business Association also chose Reese to do the decorations for their 
“Fall Exposition and Style Show,” and in 1939, a banner was commissioned by the 
Santa Monica Convention Coop-eration Department for the American Legion’s visit to 
the city. 

In addition to design work, Mr. Reese was also very involved with the political scene of 
Venice, joining many political organizations. He received appointments to various Venice 
official entities and enjoyed accolades from the same. Mr. Reese was the first African 
American appointed to the Venice Election Board in 1920, and he took on many roles in 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP): he served 
on the executive committee, served as executive secretary, and then as president, as well 
as leading fundraising campaigns. In 1930, he ran for a position on the Republican County 
Central Committee, and although he lost, he received the second highest number of votes 
in Venice. Further, Mr. Reese helped form the Santa Monica Progressive Union, whose 
“purpose was to intelligently guide the colored vote in the community” and was presi-
dent of the 15th Congressional Political Club. He was also elected to the position of Wor-
shipful Master with the 19th unit of the Mason Crescent Bay Lodge. He led many of the 
charitable and fundraising activities of the Lodge. 

He stayed active and engaged with these organizations through the 1940s. 

Mr. Reese passed away in 1963 at the age of 80 at his son’s home in Central Los Angeles. 

. 
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Gertrude Reese 
 
Though Mrs. Reese was associated with many of the Oakwood community activities (in-
cluding the Monday Women’s Club), her real interests were politics and music. In the 
1922 elections for the Elections Board of Trustees, she was appointed Inspector of the 
Polls for that year by the presiding Venice Board of Trustees in recognition of her work 
on behalf of the Republican candidates. She also served as President of the Nannie Bur-
roughs Chapter of the Women’s Political Study Club of California 1934-1935.20 (See Ap-
pendix G.4) 
 
In addition, Mrs. Reese participated in the women’s auxiliaries of the groups which her 
husband was a member, including the First Baptist Church and the Masonic organization; 
in 1936, she was installed as the Matron of Chapter 15 of The Order of the Eastern Star, a 
Mason appendant body. She also participated in the Monday Women’s Club, serving on 
committees that organized holiday parties for the community children and other benefit 
events. 
 
Her granddaughter, Sonya Reese Greenfield, recalls the many teas Mrs. Reese hosted for 
the women’s and community groups in Oakwood she was involved in. Her granddaugh-
ter remembers fondly her bringing out her good silver serving dishes and tea set. 
 
As an accomplished musician, Mrs. Reese didn’t miss an opportunity to perform. She 
was invited to sing, play the piano and organ, and accompany other musicians at club 
and organization meetings, at church services and events (she even performed at inter-
racial white church events). She performed at many important political events, including 
the Emancipation celebrations of 1911. Mrs. Reese was also part of the suffrage movement 
and spoke at the 1911 Federated Women’s Clubs of Southern California on the Black 
women’s involvement in the suffrage movement.21 In addition, she performed at the 

 
20 Founded in 1933, “The Women's Political Study Club of California was an African American women's 
club affiliated with the Republican Party. According to this letter, the club successfully sued the city of Los 
Angeles for equal access to public swimming pools. It also endorsed Gordon L. McDonough, the County 
Supervisor who represented the Santa Clarita Valley from 1933 until his election to Congress (as a Repub-
lican) in 1944.” Rymph, Catherine E. Republican Women: Feminism and Conservatism from Suffrage Through the 
Rise of the New Right. Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 2006. Also https://scvhis-
tory.com/scvhistory/cp3907.htm) 
21 “… a meeting of unusual interest and significance … [addressing] why the women should be granted 
the right to vote and exercise full privilege and rights of citizenship….” (Outlook, July 15, 1911) 
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funeral of Margaret Kinney, Abbot Kinney’s first wife, and she was invited to perform at 
other white churches and events. (See Appendix G.4) 
 
Mrs. Reese passed away at the age of 64 in 1950. She and Arthur were living in Central 
Los Angeles with their son’s family. 
 
 
3. Craftsman Style Architecture 

 
The Reese Residence is a fine example of a Craftsman bungalow. 
 

“The Craftsman bungalow dates from the early 1900s through the 1920s. The bun-
galow’s simplicity of form, informal character, direct response to site, and extensive 
use of natural materials – particularly wood – was a regional interpretation of the 
socio-economic and aesthetic reforms espoused by the Arts and Crafts movement’s 
founder, William Morris. Craftsman bungalows generally have rectangular or 
complex plans, and are one to one-and-a-half stories tall. They have wood clapboard 
or shingle exteriors and are defined by their horizontality with broad front porches, 
often composed with stone, clinker brick, or stuccoed porch piers. Other character-
defining features include low-pitched front-facing gabled roofs, and overhanging 
eaves with exposed rafter tails.”22 

 
The following defining characteristics of Craftsman-style homes are found in this house:23 

a. Low-pitched, gabled roof 

b. 1½ stories, sometimes two 

c. Large porches covered by an overhanging roof supported by substantial  
columns 

d. Broad eaves with exposed rafters 

e. Decorative knee braces and elaborate rafter end 

f. Gabled dormers 

 
22 SurveyLA Los Angeles Citywide Historic Context Statement, the Arts and Crafts Movement, 1895-1930 
p. 20. 
23From the website “Antique Home” http://www.antiquehome.org/Architectural-Style/crafts-
man.htmhttp://www.antiquehome.org/Architectural-Style/craftsman.htm 
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g. Open floor plan with front entry opening directly into the living room 

h. Lots of windows and doors to exterior porches 

i. Double-hung or casement windows with multiple lights often seen in continu-
ous banks. 

j. Large fireplace often with built-in cabinetry, shelves, or benches on either side. 

k. Built in cabinetry such as buffets, china cabinets, and bookcases. 

l. Beamed ceilings; and simple wainscotting. 

 
The construction and choice of materials for homes were sometimes decided by what was 
easily available, which is representative of many of the homes in the historically Black 
community of Oakwood. Several of the features of the Reese Residence were new and 
modern for the period, and novel ways of procuring materials were used. The brick pil-
lars at the front and sides were designed and constructed by Arthur himself with bricks 
manufactured by the Simons Brick Company, a local brick manufacturing company lo-
cated in Ocean Park. Simons supplied the bricks for the all the underground infrastruc-
ture in Venice, and Reese most likely acquired them from the constructed aqueduct either 
as seconds or from the uncovering of underground structures the company installed. 
Reese scavenged the wood he used for the construction from piers damaged by winter 
storms in 1912. 

 

 

§ § §  

 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

 
The Oakwood community has been the spiritual backbone of Venice since its inception.  
 
Jeffrey Stanton’s work, Venice, California: Coney Island of the Pacific, (1993) is the standard 
work on the emerging Venice as a tourist attraction. We know African Americans toiled 
to build Venice just as they toiled to build the U.S. Capital and the Washington Monu-
ment. Yet Stanton’s exhaustive and definitive history has not a mention of the African 
American contribution, much less the central roles of Arthur Reese in the realization of 
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Abbot Kinney’s vision as well as the development of the Oakwood African American 
community. This is a history too important to be expunged from Venice’s history. Recog-
nizing the Arthur Lloyd and Gertrude Sercy Reese house as a monument adds to the 
collective history of the extended Reese-Tabor family24 and the whole community of Ven-
ice. We all become active witnesses to their legacy. 
 
If that is not a legacy to cherish and honor, then history is wasted on us. And yet, both 
the history and the community itself have been largely taken for granted and ignored, as 
so much of black history has been by the academic world and the political establishment. 
Now, in short order, they are disappearing before our eyes: uprooted, evicted, bought 
out, demolished, and built over — replaced with little awareness and less regard for what 
is being lost. Isn’t it time to take off the blinders and honor what is truly great in our city?  
 
The Arthur and Gertrude Reese Residence holds a special place in the early 20th-century 
Oakwood cultural and social life. The owners were known and respected leaders in the 
community; in a practical sense, they were its pioneers and founders. The house not only 
gives us a real sense of the who the Reeses were but is also an early example of the char-
acter-defining style of Venice in the early 20th-century, the arts and crafts bungalow. The 
Reese home, stylishly designed by Mr. Reese and built with lumber salvaged from Kin-
ney’s pier, is an appropriate memorial to the Reeses’ legacy.25 
 
Sonya Reese Greenland related that her grandfather told his children and grandchildren 
never to sell any propertythe family bought.26 That says a lot about the Reese’s commit-
ment when they planted their flag. Sonya owns the house, which still stands, 120 years 
after the Reese’s’ arrival, a testament of that young, Black history and highly significant 
era Venice history.  
 
 
  

 
24 Irvin Tabor, Arthur Reese’s cousin, joined Reese in Kinney’s employ. Tabor also provided housing for 
his extended family, developing two lots on Westminster Avenue, see Historic Cultural Monument no. 
1049 (2017), application CHC-2017-1745-HCM. 
25 Within a five-foot radius, there are now four landmark homes and with the 1st Baptist Church at 7th and 
Westmnster, a picture of Oakwood at the beginning of its development is being drawn supporting  the idea 
of Oakwood becoming a potential historic district as SurveyLA defines it. We are sure more potential land-
marks will be discovered to enhance our understanding of the history of the Oakwood neighborhood. [See 
Appendix H] 
26 Comment made at Venice Black History Celebration, 1st Baptist church of Venice, February 19, 2022. 
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2180000 R A 07/19/2018 07/19/2018 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975
2170000 R A 06/26/2017 06/26/2017 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975
2160000 R A 07/05/2016 07/05/2016 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975
2150000 R A 06/23/2015 06/23/2015 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975
2140000 R A 06/24/2014 06/24/2014 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975
2130000 R A 06/25/2013 06/25/2013 09/30/2004 50 2520281 B R 3 7 00%-0 $ $ G 1975 $ G 1975



AIN: 4239-026-018 0

17,066 16,732 7,400

23,303 22,847 10,100

40,369 39,579 17,500

Building (0102) & Land Overview

2022 Roll Preparation 2021 Current Roll RC Year 1975 Base Value

Land $ $ G 1975 $

Improvements $ $ G 1975 $

Total $ $ $

Assessor's Responsible Division

Situs Address:
1221 6TH AVE
LOS ANGELES CA 90291-3431

Use Type:
Multi-Family Residence
Parcel Type:
Regular Fee Parcel
Tax Rate Area:
00067

Parcel Status:
Create Date:
Delete Date:
Tax Status:
Year Defaulted:
Exemption:

ACTIVE

CURRENT

None

Use Code:
Design Type:
Quality Class:

0200
0110
D55C

# of Units:
Beds/Baths:
Building SqFt:

1
2/1
1,322

Year Built:
Effective Year:
Land SqFt:

1915
1919
4,976

 

Parcel Map / Map Index

District:
Region:
Cluster:

West District Office
07
07406 VENICE RES INC

West District Office 
500 W. Temple St. Room 183-19
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2770

Phone: (310) 665-5300
Toll Free: 1 (888) 807-2111
M-F 7:30 am to 5:00 pm

© 2020 Eagleview
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1221 6th Ave, Los Angeles, CA 902911221 6th Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90291



Use Code = 0200 (Multi-Family Residence)

Situs Address:
1221 6TH AVE LOS ANGELES CA 90291-3431

Legal Description (for assessment purposes):
OCEAN PARK VILLA TRACT # 2 LOT 17 BLK Q

Total SqFt (GIS):
Total SqFt (PDB):
Usable SqFt:
Acres:
Land W' x D':

4,976

0

0 x 0

Sewers:
Flight Path:
X-Traffic:
Freeway:

Corner Lot:
Golf Front:
Horse Lot:
View:

Zoning:

Code Split:
Impairment:

(Refer Issuing
Agency)

None

Use Code: 0200 (Multi-Family
Residence)
0 = Residential
2 = Double, Duplex, or Two Units
0 = 4 Stories or Less
0 = Unused or Unknown Code (No
Meaning)

SUBPART:
Design Type:
Quality Class:

0102
0110
D55C

# of Units:
Beds/Baths:
Building SqFt:

1
2/1
1,322

Year Built:
Effective Year:
Depreciation:

1915
1919
UR55 / / 0

RCN Other:
RCN Other Trended:
Year Change:

$ 610
$ 4,625
  1975

Design Type: 0110
0 = Residential
1 = Single Family Residence
1 = Floor or Wall Heat
0 = Unused or Unknown Code (No
Meaning)

SUBPART:
Design Type:
Quality Class:

0202
0110
D45B

# of Units:
Beds/Baths:
Building SqFt:

1
1/1
676

Year Built:
Effective Year:
Depreciation:

1913
1917
UR55 / / 0

RCN Other:
RCN Other Trended:
Year Change:

$ 1,380
$ 10,464
  1975

Design Type: 0110
0 = Residential
1 = Single Family Residence
1 = Floor or Wall Heat
0 = Unused or Unknown Code (No
Meaning)

SUMMARY: Total # of Units:
Beds/Baths:
Building SqFt:
Avg SqFt/Unit:

2
3/2
1,998
999
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City of Los Angeles
Department of City Planning

 
12/19/2019

PARCEL PROFILE REPORT
 Address/Legal Information

 PIN Number 108B145   862

 Lot/Parcel Area (Calculated) 4,976.4 (sq ft)

 Thomas Brothers Grid PAGE 671 - GRID H5

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4239026018

 Tract OCEAN PARK VILLA TRACT NO. 2

 Map Reference M B 4-48

 Block Q

 Lot 17

 Arb (Lot Cut Reference) None

 Map Sheet 108B145

 Jurisdictional Information

 Community Plan Area Venice

 Area Planning Commission West Los Angeles

 Neighborhood Council Venice

 Council District CD 11 - Mike Bonin

 Census Tract # 2733.00

 LADBS District Office West Los Angeles

 Planning and Zoning Information

 Special Notes None

 Zoning RD1.5-1

 Zoning Information (ZI) ZI-2406 Director's Interpretation of the Venice SP for Small Lot
Subdivisio

  ZI-2452 Transit Priority Area in the City of Los Angeles

  ZI-1874 Los Angeles Coastal Transportation Corridor

  ZI-2273 Venice Coastal Zone

 General Plan Land Use Low Medium II Residential

 General Plan Note(s) Yes

 Hillside Area (Zoning Code) No

 Specific Plan Area Los Angeles Coastal Transportation Corridor

      Subarea None

 Specific Plan Area Venice Coastal Zone

      Subarea Oakwood-Milwood-Southeast Venice

 Special Land Use / Zoning None

 Design Review Board No

 Historic Preservation Review No

 Historic Preservation Overlay Zone None

 Other Historic Designations None

 Other Historic Survey Information None

 Mills Act Contract None

 CDO: Community Design Overlay None

 CPIO: Community Plan Imp. Overlay None

      Subarea None

 CUGU: Clean Up-Green Up None

 HCR: Hillside Construction Regulation No

 NSO: Neighborhood Stabilization Overlay No

 POD: Pedestrian Oriented Districts None

 RFA: Residential Floor Area District None

PROPERTY ADDRESSES

1221 S 6TH AVE

541 E SANTA CLARA AVE

 

ZIP CODES

90291

 

RECENT ACTIVITY

CPC-2019-7393-CA

DIR-2008-4703-DI

ENV-2019-7394-EAF

 

CASE NUMBERS

CPC-2018-7548-CPU

CPC-2014-1456-SP

CPC-2005-8252-CA

CPC-2000-4046-CA

CPC-19XX-17632

CPC-1998-119

CPC-1987-648-ICO

CPC-1986-824-GPC

CPC-1984-226

CPC-1961-12582

ORD-186104

ORD-175694

ORD-175693

ORD-172897

ORD-172019

ORD-168999

ORD-164844-SA1800

ORD-130338

ORD-121312

DIR-2014-2824-DI

ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

ENV-2005-8253-ND

ENV-2004-2691-CE

ENV-2002-6836-SP

ENV-2001-846-ND

 

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 RIO: River Implementation Overlay No

 SN: Sign District No

 Streetscape No

 Adaptive Reuse Incentive Area None

 Affordable Housing Linkage Fee

      Residential Market Area High

      Non-Residential Market Area High

 Transit Oriented Communities (TOC) Tier 1

 RPA: Redevelopment Project Area None

 Central City Parking No

 Downtown Parking No

 Building Line None

 500 Ft School Zone No

 500 Ft Park Zone No

 Assessor Information

 Assessor Parcel No. (APN) 4239026018

 APN Area (Co. Public Works)* 0.113 (ac)

 Use Code 0200 - Residential - Double, Duplex, or Two Units - 4 Stories or Less

 Assessed Land Val. $16,561

 Assessed Improvement Val. $22,613

 Last Owner Change 09/30/2004

 Last Sale Amount $0

 Tax Rate Area 67

 Deed Ref No. (City Clerk) 4-624

  361128

  2520281

  2520280

  241533

  2339520

  1081445

 Building 1  

      Year Built 1915

      Building Class D55C

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 2

      Number of Bathrooms 1

      Building Square Footage 1,322.0 (sq ft)

 Building 2  

      Year Built 1913

      Building Class D45B

      Number of Units 1

      Number of Bedrooms 1

      Number of Bathrooms 1

      Building Square Footage 676.0 (sq ft)

 Building 3 No data for building 3

 Building 4 No data for building 4

 Building 5 No data for building 5

 Additional Information

 Airport Hazard None

 Coastal Zone Calvo Exclusion Area

  Coastal Zone Commission Authority

 Farmland Area Not Mapped

 Urban Agriculture Incentive Zone YES

 Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone No

 Fire District No. 1 No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



 Flood Zone None

 Watercourse No

 Hazardous Waste / Border Zone Properties No

 Methane Hazard Site Methane Buffer Zone

 High Wind Velocity Areas No

 Special Grading Area (BOE Basic Grid Map A-
13372)

No

 Wells None

 Seismic Hazards

 Active Fault Near-Source Zone  

      Nearest Fault (Distance in km) 4.8179736

      Nearest Fault (Name) Santa Monica Fault

      Region Transverse Ranges and Los Angeles Basin

      Fault Type B

      Slip Rate (mm/year) 1.00000000

      Slip Geometry Left Lateral - Reverse - Oblique

      Slip Type Moderately / Poorly Constrained

      Down Dip Width (km) 13.00000000

      Rupture Top 0.00000000

      Rupture Bottom 13.00000000

      Dip Angle (degrees) -75.00000000

      Maximum Magnitude 6.60000000

 Alquist-Priolo Fault Zone No

 Landslide No

 Liquefaction Yes

 Preliminary Fault Rupture Study Area No

 Tsunami Inundation Zone No

 Economic Development Areas

 Business Improvement District None

 Hubzone Not Qualified

 Opportunity Zone No

 Promise Zone None

 State Enterprise Zone None

 Housing

 Direct all Inquiries to Housing+Community Investment Department

      Telephone (866) 557-7368

      Website http://hcidla.lacity.org

 Rent Stabilization Ordinance (RSO) Yes

 Ellis Act Property No

 Public Safety

 Police Information  

      Bureau West

           Division / Station Pacific

                Reporting District 1413

 Fire Information  

      Bureau West

           Batallion 4

                District / Fire Station 63

      Red Flag Restricted Parking No

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



CASE SUMMARIES
Note: Information for case summaries is retrieved from the Planning Department's Plan Case Tracking System (PCTS) database.

Case Number: CPC-2018-7548-CPU

Required Action(s): CPU-COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE

Project Descriptions(s): ADOPT COMMUNITY PLAN POLICY DOCUMENT, GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENTS, AND ZONE CHANGES TO APPLY RE-CODE
LA ZONING.

Case Number: CPC-2014-1456-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT

Case Number: CPC-2005-8252-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: CPC-2000-4046-CA

Required Action(s): CA-CODE AMENDMENT

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-19XX-17632

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1998-119

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1987-648-ICO

Required Action(s): ICO-INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE

Project Descriptions(s): INTERIM CONTROL ORDINANCE FOR THE ENTIRE VENICE COASTAL ZONE WHICH WILL TEMPORARILY PERMIT ONLY
BUILDING DEVELOPMENT WHICH ISIN CONFORMANCE WITH REGULATIONS SUBSTANTIALLY BASED ON THE CALIFORNIA
COASTAL COMMISSIONS INTERPRETIVE GUIDELINES FOR THE AREA

Case Number: CPC-1986-824-GPC

Required Action(s): GPC-GENERAL PLAN/ZONING CONSISTENCY (AB283)

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: CPC-1984-226

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): AMENDMENT TO THE COASTAL TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR SPECIFIC PLANTHE PROPERTY LOCATION IS GENERALLY
BOUNDED ON THE EAST BY THE SAN DIEGO FWY; ON THE SOUTH BY THE CITY BOUNDARY OF THE CITY OFEL SEGUNDO;
THE NORTH BY THE CITY BOUNDARY OF THE CITY OF SANTA MONICA AND ON THE WEST BY THE PACIFIC OCEAN
PROPOSED PROJECT BROAD AMENDMENTS TO THE COASTAL TRANSPORTATION CORRIDOR SPECIFIC PLAN

Case Number: CPC-1961-12582

Required Action(s): Data Not Available

Project Descriptions(s): 

Case Number: DIR-2014-2824-DI

Required Action(s): DI-DIRECTOR OF PLANNING INTERPRETATION

Project Descriptions(s): DIRECTOR'S INTERPRETATION OF A SPECIFIC PLAN PURSUANT TO LAMC SECTION 11.5.7.H. THE INTERPRETATION SHALL
ONLY BE APPLICABLE TO THE VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN.

Case Number: ENV-2014-1458-EIR-SE-CE

Required Action(s): SE-STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS

 CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

 EIR-ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Project Descriptions(s): ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Case Number: ENV-2005-8253-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING PERMANENT REGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING THE MELLO ACT IN THE COASTAL ZONE.

Case Number: ENV-2004-2691-CE

Required Action(s): CE-CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Project Descriptions(s): SMALL LOT/TOWNHOME ORDINANCE

Case Number: ENV-2002-6836-SP

Required Action(s): SP-SPECIFIC PLAN (INCLUDING AMENDMENTS)

Project Descriptions(s): VENICE COASTAL SPECIFIC PLAN AMENDMENT prepared and adopted by the City Planning Dept. in accordance with the Coastal
Act provisions and guidelines.

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



Case Number: ENV-2001-846-ND

Required Action(s): ND-NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Project Descriptions(s): 

 

DATA NOT AVAILABLE
ORD-186104

ORD-175694

ORD-175693

ORD-172897

ORD-172019

ORD-168999

ORD-164844-SA1800

ORD-130338

ORD-121312

This report is subject to the terms and conditions as set forth on the website.  For more details, please refer to the terms and conditions at zimas.lacity.org
(*) - APN Area is provided "as is" from the Los Angeles County's Public Works, Flood Control, Benefit Assessment.

zimas.lacity.org    |    planning.lacity.org



541

1913

1915

527

517

1923

511

507

1923

505

1924
1926

528

1911
512

1908

601

1910;1914 607
611

602

1906

612

1931;
1939

618

1915

530

1913

1927

These are the homes on the 
Sanborn 1918 map:

541
535 no longer
519 no longer
511 
509 no longer
538 no longer
528 
516 no longer
514
512 no longer
510 
1300 Electric is 510 

5101914







 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX B: 
SurveyLA 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Venice Report 

Individual Resources –  04/02/15                                                                                                                                             
 
 

                                                                         Page 93 of 107                                                                   

 Primary Address: 656 E SAN JUAN AVE 

Name:   

Year built: 1907 

Architectural style: Victorian, Vernacular Cottage, hip roof 

 

Context 1: 

Context: Pre-Consolidation Communities of Los Angeles, 1850-1932 
Sub context: No Sub-context 
Theme: Venice, 1850-1925 
Sub theme: Important Events in Venice History, 1850-1925 
Property type: Residential 
Property sub type: No Sub-Type 
Criteria: A/1/1 
Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 
Reason: Excellent example of residential development that pre-dates Venice’s consolidation with the City of 

Los Angeles in 1925; most examples from this period do not retain integrity. 

 

 Primary Address: 541 E SANTA CLARA AVE 

Other Address: 1221 S 6TH AVE 

Name:  Arthur Reese Residence 

Year built: 1913 

 Architectural style: Craftsman 

Context 1: 

Context: Other Context, 1850-1980 
Sub context: No Sub-context 
Theme: Important Persons/Individuals, 1850-1980 
Sub theme: No SubTheme 
Property type: Residential 
Property sub type: Single-Family Residence 
Criteria: B/2/2 
Status code: 3S;3CS;5S3 
Reason: Long-time residence of Arthur Reese, the first African American to live and work in Venice. Born 

around 1884, Reese came to Venice from New Orleans in 1905 to work as a janitor. Reese built this 
residence in the Oakwood neighborhood, with small rear residences to accommodate family visiting 
from Louisiana. Reese invited his cousins, the Tabors, to join him in Venice; Irving Tabor would 
become the chauffeur for Venice founder Abbot Kinney. Reese was also an artist and sculptor and 
ultimately became the unofficial town decorator, mostly known for decorating parade floats in the 
style of Mardi Gras. Reese's artistic work won him a number of awards and honors. 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX C: 
Grant Deed 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 









 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX D: 
Building Permits 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX E 
Physical Description 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



















































 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX F: 
Santa Monica Street Directories 
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Reel & Carr (A S Reel, M J Carr) props Leader Lndy 3d ne

cor Elena av, V

Reenbold Jos tmstr Montgomery & Mullin Lmbr Co r 1424

10th, S M

Reep Elwood P elk Johnston Grocery Co h 2448 Main, O P

Reep Wm mach Imperial Ice Co r 2448 Main, O P

Reese Arthur L janitor Abbot Kinney Co h 555 Westminster

av, V

Reese Edwd A janitor Abbot Kinney Co r 555 Westminster

av, V

Reese Emeline wid J D h 418 Brooks av, V

Reese Llewellyn W lab h 2648 Lake, O P

Reese Louis janitor La Petite Theatre h 2658 Lake, O P

Reese M emp L A Pressed Brick Co h 311 S 6th, S

Reese Olga waiter Soldiers Home

Reeve Burgess J archt 1516 Trolleyway rm 15, V (Pac 391,

Home 4262) r Los Angeles

Reeve Wm J elk h 1517 Harvard, S M

Reeves Alex guard Soldiers Home

Reeves Clinton W barber r 215 N 1st S

Reeves Edwd H solr h 1338 11th, S M

Reeves Edwd J h 215 N 1st, S

Reeves Ellen J wid E H h 732 Raymond av, O P

Reeves G Morley motrmn P E h 329a Vernon av, V

Reeves Harry J entertainer Ship Cafe Co r 30 Wave Crest

av, V

Reeves John M lab h 360 Rennie av, V

Regaez Frances Mrs r 1669 20th, S M

Reichman Arthur F h 26 Zephyr av, V

Reid Herbert B elk Pac Pharmacy r 715 Ohio, S

Reid John P lunch Trolleyway 3 n of Pier av, O P (Pac 109

W) h 2923 Lake, O P

Reid Mina P Mrs milliner 454 Santa Monica blvd, S, h 715

Ohio av, S

Reid Wm H h 504 Lion Canal, V

Reigart Emanuel C street supt Venice h 54 Navy, O P

Reilly Bridget M wid Danl h 51 Ozone av, V

Reilly Chas T h 1906 Ocean Front, V

Reilly Katherine r 51 Ozone av, V

Reilly Michl pop corn h 1915 4th, O P

Reilly Wm B elk Bachelor & Edwards r 51 Ozone av, V

Reimbold Jos W tmstr h 1424 10th, S M

Reimers Cinderella R Mrs h 320 Portia av, V

Reimers Henry (Santa Monica Tea & Crockery Co) h 1308 2d,

S M

WHOLESALE J JJ T 'S RETAIL

= POP CORN FRITTERS EE
"THE MORE YOU EAT THE MORE YOU WANT"

WIGHT & JTJLIEN. MFRS. 90T OCEAN FRONT

Santa Monica City Directory 1913



rail »• »i 5 Sunset 694-JCall us at |Home 400|AMERICAN TRANSFER CO.
"TRANSFER FROM ANYWHERE TO ANYWHERE" 4 PARK ROW, VENICE
Large 50-Passenger Motor Truck for Societies, Picnics and Excursions

SUNDAYS AND
HOLIDAYS

SANTA MONICA (1913) CITY DIRECTORY 295

Seeman Wm F patent atty h 146 Raymond av, O P

Seeple Jos autos r 117l/2 Pier av, O P

Seera Mme palmist 903 Ocean Front, V

Segelhorst J Henry (Arbogast & Segelhorst) h 162y? Grand

av, S M

Sehons Otto H h 905 Flink av, V

Seigler Albert r 1337 2d, S M

Seipt Louis C pres Rapids Amusement Co h 809 Ocean Front,

V

Seivert Geo slsmn r Parker Apts, O P

Selby Alonzo gardener h rear 210 Indiana av, S

Selby Sadius G carp h 1921 19th, S M

Selephegno Jos attndt Venice Aquarium h 408 Broadway, V

Selkirk Apartments The, Mrs Nellie M Schader prop 1647

Ocean Front Prom, S M (Home 1683, Pac 731)

Sellards Myrtle tchr McKinley School r 1136 4th, S M

Selleck Edwin F claim agt h 147 Dwight av, O P

Selleck Isaac P elk Sou Cal Edison Co h 638 Ashland av, O P

Selleck Marvin M elk r 147 Dwight av, O P

Selleck Minnie B Mrs waiter Julius Label r 638 Ashland av,

S M

Sellenscheidt Wm G contr 38 Olive av, V

Sells Ralph B mov picture theatre h 1115 2d, S M

Semonetti Vincenti lab h 418 Bay, O P

Sempf Wm lab r 117 N 16th, S

Senn David elk Benne & Dull r 118 Marine, O P

Sentegnen Jules auto opr r Santa Monica Canyon, S M

Senter Fred S driver Imperial Ice Co h 1013 Utah av, S M

Sentich Wm kitchenmn Diamond Cafe r 134^2 Ashland av,
O P

Sepulveda Julia A Mrs h 116 Raymond av, O P

Serafino Ceradini lab r 1723 7th, S M

Serafino Primo lab r 1723 7th, S M

Seran Wm L r 605 N 9th, S

Sercey Simon janitor Venice Union Poly Sch h rear 555

minster av, V

Serf ace Raymond P steamftr r 1514 Nevada av, S

Sessions Stillman gardener Soldiers Home

Sessler Henry P pressmn h 125 Raymond av, O P

Setchell Orson Q h 133 Hart av, O P

Setton A emp L A Pressed Brick Co

Seventh Day Adventist Church 123 N 6th, S

Seventh Day Adventist Church 1533 6th, S M

Severy Glenn hlpr r 130 Grand av, O P

Severy John real est h 130 Grand av, O P

CO SS

3 i.
Ct

CO

I IQTC PI ID All Oil El) We are prepared to furnish lists °f names of
LIO I O rUlllllOalkUall lines of trade and all classes of people

LOS ANGELES DIRECTORY CO.

Santa Monica City Directory 1913



Wood, Coal, Grain and Hay
Home 1154
Sunset 215-W Poultry Supplies, Seeds geo^hart

SANTA MONICA HOUSEHOLDERS DIRECTORY 429

5 Hunt W M barber
6 Parks E B optometrist
7 Mann E J confy

10 Hall R B rest

SALT AIR AV (Venice), East

from Ocean Front to lagoon 1
n of Gage

25 Hollister Chas W

SAN JUAN AV (Venice), North
from Washington blvd to Bal-

lona av 1 w of Santa Clara av

501 First Baptist Church
ored)

Fox F O
505 Henry Thomas
507 Guilford J M

512 Williams R H
516 Bland Mamie
519 Faber Gustave
521 Ireland C B

rear, Pease Mary

523 Herdon Robt
546 Howard Stephen
550 Hamilton Harry
607 Vacant
615 Myers Wm J
648 Hellmers O A Mrs
654 Hawks A C

656 Simon F J
658 Berkline Jacob
659 Bassett Chas
661 Fonnell John
663 Mading Felix

665 Lord C F
666 Perrin Jas L
667 Carlson Hannah
672 Miller Augus
cor Ballona av, Boes J F

SAN MIGUEL AV (Venice),
East from Ballona av to
Compton rd 1 n of Broadway

SAN VICENTE BLVD (Santa
Monica), East from Ocean av
to city limits 1 n of Georgina

av
128 Dobbs J A
153 Ketchum Wm N
301 Vacant
375 Gillis Ruby A Mrs

403 Delmas D M
nr Terrace dr, Tootle K M Mrs
sw cor 7th, Farquhar R D

SAN VICENTE BLVD (West-
gate), East from Santa Monica
city limits to Santa Monica
blvd Sawtelle

1 w of Darlington av, Loomis L
D bldg contr

sw cor Federal, Diebold A E
drugs

sw cor Gorman av, Mabery H N
nw cor Jefferson, Davis J J
ns 1 w of Jefferson, Volkmann

M H
nr Canyon dr, Davies Enos

SANTA CLARA AV (Venice),
North from Washington blvd
to Ballona av 1 e of San Juan
av

509 Harris C D

512 Parker J B
516 Magee F F
519 Brandelli Pasqualini
528 Cruysen John

cor Washington blvd, Carleton
E T

ne cor 6th av, Gruener Emil
618 Proudy Wm C
625 Wells Henrietta
628 Scully J J
641 Scott A W

689 Jaccard Louis
691 Strelow A C

SANTA MONICA AV (Venice),
South from Washington blvd 1
e of Ocean Park av (out of
city limits)

SANTA MONICA BLVD (Santa
Monica), East from Ocean av

to Cambridge 1 n of Utah av
116 Vacant
121 Vsrs nt

124 Outlook Daily The
126 Procter J B real est

Gunter R L real est

128 Boehme E W Co The real
est

Miles J E real est

Santa Monica Investment

Co

206-210 S M Auto Station

212 Loomis L D Co real est

214 Majestic Theatre Bldg
Hollwedel H C archt
Majestic Theatre
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2S5 VENICE DAILY VANGUARDS—
W. A. RENNIE& SONS, Props. Venice, Cal. W. A. RENNIE, Editor
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Santa Monica City Directory 1915-1916



Santa Monica City Directory 1921-1922
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CUSTAVE W. HAAS, PRESIDENT MAIN 9033, HOMEF164! DR. EDWIN HERBERT RUSSELL. PHYSICIAN IN CHARG*

DEFORMITIES CORRECTED—HAAS METHOD

INSTITUTE OF MECHANICAL ORTHOPAEDICS
THE MECHANICAL AND PHYSICAL CORRECTION OF ALL DEFORMITIES

MAIN OFFICES: SUITE 407 PACIFIC ELECTRIC BUILDING LOS ANGELES. CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES (1912) CITY DIRECTORY 1437

F 6490 M 3653

REAL ESTATE
SECURITIES - LOANS - EXCHANGES

CARLIN G. SMITH CO.
302-3-4 CONSOLIDATED REALTY BLDG.

SOUTHERN-—Continued
" California Congregational Conference

Rev Ralph B Larkin supt 427 W 5th
Southern California Cooks Assn M C Kress

mgr 130 S Spring
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

ING BUREAU, Danl Johnston mgr, 732
5 San Pedro

Southern California District Land and
provement Co R T Cooper sec 126 W 3d
rm 203

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DRILLING CO,
E W Riggle prop, 1727 N Main, r 1561
Norton av

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON CO, J
B Miller pres, W A Brackenridge v-pres
and gen mgr, R H Ballard sec and asst
gen mgr, W L Percey treas, B F Pearson
supt, B F Story auditor, Edison Bldg
120 E 4th

" California Edison Co Medical dept 337
San Fernando Bldg

" California Eucalyptus Growers Assn C
H McWilliams. pres 456 S Spring rm 901

u California Electric Co J C Rendler pres
625 S Main

" California Fish Co R D Wade pres A B
Halfhill mgr 430 S B'way rm 521

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FUEL & FEED
CO INC, Roy M Cliver pres, Forrest A
Sutphen sec, A G Brosey treas, 718
Central Bldg 108 W 6th

" California Gas Co Allan C Balch pres L
M Farnham sec 608 S Main rm 624

" California Glove Co 204 E 9th
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HARDWOOD

6 MFG CO, R H Raphael pres, Mark
Turnbull v-pres, Sheldon Morris sec and
mgr, Louis Machol treas, 1200 E 8th

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HOME
ERS, Everett W Peckham pres, R O
Young sec-treas, 430 California Bldg 205
S B'way

" California Home for Women Mrs Sarah
R Woods supt 221 E Av 57

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA HOMES CO, W
A Onstine pres, T C Onstine sec and
mgr, 138 S B'way

Southern California Hotel fur rms 509
ning

" California Hotel Hen's Assn C C Loomis
pres E W Cason sec 514 Title Insurance
Bldg 456 S Spring

" California Industrial Co Inc Geo S
ter pres auto garage 2931 Stephenson

" California Investment Co Jos Metzler
pres Milton Metzler sec 256 S Spring
rm 402

Southern California Land and Securities Co
C B Judd pres J B Forbes sec 508 S
Spring rm 905

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LIME AND
MENT CO INC, Wm A Bradshaw pres,
Watson J McGraw sec-treas, lime,
ment, plaster and fuel, 3001 S San
dro

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LOAN ASSN,
C E Donnatin pres, J H Martin sec, 431
W 5th

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LUMBER CO
THE, F L Morgan mgr, 615 Central
Bldg 108 W 6th

" California Manufacturing Co G B Ellis
pres L M Ellis sec 607 S Hill rm 532

SOUTHERN—Continued
" California Mill Owners Assh 406 S Main

rm 432
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA MUSIC CO, F J

Hart ppes, G S Marygold v-pres, J A
Stitt treas, F E Peterson sec, 332-334 S
B'way

" California Oil Consumers Assn C E
ner sec 508 S Spring rm 312

" California Oxypathor Co John Clarbour
mgr 610 S B'way rm 822

" California Peace Society R C Root sec
356 S B'way rm 619

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PRACTITIONER
Geo E Malsbary editor, 501 Auditorium
Bldg

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA PRINTING CO,
E Bartlett Shideler pres, G Henderson
Brown sec and gen mgr, 115 N B'way

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA REALTY &
VESTMENT CO, B V Moore mgr, 706
Security Bldg 508 S Spring

" California Reed Co (F C Mathison) 3410
S Main

" California Rubber Stamp Co Inc P L
Haworth mgr 433 W 5th

" California Sanatorium A E Shepard mgr
607 S Hill rm 314

" California Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children and Animals B J
Cohn supt 122 W 3d rm 123

" California Sunday School Assn H A
Dowling gen sec 405 S Hill rm 1018

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SUPPLY CO,
W S Hook jr pres, Alexander Nicolson
sec and mgr, bakers' and confectioners'
supplies, tools, machinery and soda
tains 814-816 E 3d

" California Syndicate Improvement Co
Alex Culver pres John F Culver sec real
est 321 W 2d

" California Tract Society 417 W 5th
" California Trolley A J McGill mgr 608

S Main rm 353
" California Trust Co F P Fay pres W S

Derby sec 326 W 3d rm 414
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA WAITERS'

ASSN THE, Ed Barrett pres, Sol
Streiker rec sec, R E Fennelly mgr 546^
S Spring

" California Walnut Growers' Assn A I
Stewart sec 326 W 3d rm 312

" California Wholesale Dry Goods Co
ry Weaver pres Mrs R E Weaver v-pres
G H Brinkerhoff sec 115 Winston

Southern Calif Whol Grocers Assn G T Gay
sec 108 W 2d rm 926

" Counties Gas Co F R Bain pres (main
fice Whittier) 232 H W Hellman Bldg

SOUTHERN CREDIT CO THE, salary
loans, 411 O T Johnson Bldg 356 S
B'way

SOUTHERN DAIRY LUNCH, G Frank Mor-
ley prop 218 W 3d, 31® W 4th and 622 S
B'way

" Dwight nurse 120 N Hollenbeck
" Investment Co W Fred P Fogg pres A

C Tschumy sec 411 S Main rm 222
" John L Mrs h 2335 E 8th
" Lands Ltd Herbt Burdett mgr 619

solidated Realty Bldg
SOUTHERN MERCANTILE CO, R E Page

pres, J W McAlester sec-treas,
ies and genl mdse, 2601-2609 Pasadena
av, phone E 419

SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO, Frank E Batturs
gen pass agt, John G Stubbs gen frt
agt, ticket office 600 S Spring, gen
freight and passenger office 3d floor Pac
Elec Bldg, W F Taylor dist freight agt,
F C Lathrop dist pass agt, 3d floor Pac
Elec Bldg, H V Piatt gen supt southern
division 466 Pac Elec Bldg, passenger
station Arcade Depot E 5th cor Central
av, Commercial St Station 609 N
meda, River Station 1500 San Fernando,
freight depot 1281 same

FOR

WHAT

MARK
TWAIN

SAID

See

Classified

Collection

Agencies

THE

Phillips

Company

SET
PRINTED

AND

BOUND
THIS

DIRECTORY

240-250

E. Fourth St.
F 4382
M 4430

PACIFIC WOOD & COAL CO.
Coal, Wood, Hay and Grain Yards J 730 West p,co street

SUCCESSORS TO

CLARK BROS.

2144 East Seventh St,

Los Angeles City Directory 1912



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G.1 
Arthur Reese: Documents 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Arthur Reese



Family Portrait, 1915



Outlook, March 7, 
1905



Eagle, 
December 
15, , 1911



Eagle, April 6, 1918



Outlook, December 29, 1920



Eagle, September 2, 1922



Outlook, February 23, 1927



Outlook, June 9, 1929 - 1



Outlook, June 9, 1929- 2



Outlook, June 9-1929 -3



Outlook, June 9-1929 - 4



Outlook, February 2, 1930



Outlook, August 15, 1930



C'1!1:ri Cop1>t-r Mnc: o. :iUp• 
t• i't' • ,,11r.11. Walk,.r Mlnr rc,1u1 2.'\7 2 

,, L. Rrcs.t. labor an:t suµpllcs 66.3: 
rrct Stondarl OarnRt', 6UppllN 3lUI 

J \Yllmshurst. labor 130 81 
inn f'. W. Farrnr. l:,.bor 20 Of 
his Contractors Mach. Exchange, 

I 
p:iru f o:- shovtl 

C:illf Corruca� Culvert Co.
ll 

mr culnrt.s '9i � 
1,·r Call!, Corrugated Culvert Co. 
ll culverts �73.41 

In- Wm. Do•·nard. labor 136.0C 
l'lp ,Jos. Zucconi. labor 188.0I 
:nr' WnJger Mm(. Co . ttpalrs :?4,0C 
n: Bud NeC'r, labor lRl.OC 
:11- Oro. Sobrcro. labor 71 � 
c-1< L:iv.ren�e Ftah,r. labor 148 OC 
't1- Kenn it. FLsh,r. labor 148 � 
nd EvtrtU, Ede. labor 137 � 

Roy Stark. labor 156 ut 
G'e:m P('.Ck, labor • 16? ('4 

n- J. H. Tartah, exprt&a � I◄ 
rs. A. L. Reese. h1bor. etc . SP ! 
un John Pezzola. labor 12.HA
b- .John SObrrro. labor 17r, nc

Thr Hosselkus Co .. �uppllea ,.◄: 

Outlook, List of Money Owed by City, 
date unknow (1930s?)



Eagle, August 15, 1930



Outlook, December 24, 1931



Outlook, August 11 1932



Eagle, December 13, 19



Eagle, May 23, 1940 





Opportunity, 1946





APPENDIX G.2 
Arthur Reese 

Decorating Projects 



RENOVATING PAVILION 

HandeoMe, UnltfUe D.eoratlona Bt-inr 
Put In l'laee at Veniee Dance Hall. 

The Abbot Kinney Company put its 
entire force of carpenters, painters 
,and decorators to work today remod

r eling painting and decorating the pop 
.ular Venice dancing pavilion in pre• 

r paration for the Spring and Sum- I 

r- mer season. Every Spring and Fall I.
r the big pavilion h, thoroughly reno- 1 
t. vated from the floor to the roof, and I'
P redecorated at great expense. , 1 
... . Arthur L. Reese, recently appoint-

1
1 

t

7
� ed chief decorator by the c:>mpany has 

,� �harge of this line of work and says I 
i... .he has a big surprise in ■tore for the I
1 t' patrons of the pavilion Easter Sunday . 
... 

it The Easter decorations are both nov-

• el and beautiful and guaranteed by l
' Mr. Reese to be tar more beautiful I ,_ 

than any decorative material he has l
� flung in the pavilion in years. The Ii_ work of decorating the pavilion will J 
17 be finished Friday night or this week 

and the general public is invited to J 9, I I 

l
e

� 
inspect and admire the mo111t mal{ni-

1
1 

flcently decorated public dancing pu
lace in this country next Saturday 
ni,rht at which time every lady in at, I 

1. 

f tendance will receive a beautifuJ '
� Christy picture as a 8duvenir. 1, 

Outlook, April 7, 1914



Outlook, April 8, 1914





Outlook, April 11, 1914





Outlook, October 30, 191



Outlook, November 11, 1916



Outlook, March 15, 1922











COSTrME UANl't: 

Halbwe'cn will non he h<'n a,raln, 
aa4 •• 111111t1 there wilt l>L• "1mmethln,c 
doing'' in th" fumouK ,ltrnre pavilion, 

I Uec.-orator Rcl'Kl' nml his 11h1ff are 
• huay manufat·turing- ttpt•ciul det.·oru•

tive material and the youn« f olk11
are l,ut-1y pretlUrin� for th 1.·01tume
dance which will l:e given on October
at. The manaJ(enwnt lit l'0-01>ernllng
with bo ·,ter ''"'I commcrc.·iul urganizu. 
tion1 111d 1111 to 11et·urt' the fnllt'ftt .-�. 

I preulona uf the M,uJi lin,s spil'it 
whil'h will be in cvhlem·r in Venkt.' 
8aturda1 and Sunday of next Wt.•ck. 

A nu mber of box partiea wtU he 
aiven, and tho• who may have in 
mind thl• lt'ivin« of uch had bekt 
make their reacrvationt1 at onee in or 
der t > u·oid diupJlointmo11t, 11• tht• 
Malin,c eapacity of boxt-11 and loll'. i 
limited. 

Sperlal li,chtina and l'l�trlc·al nml 
other featur�• •• e bl'ina,r plannl•tl. 
"GhNt Dant.•e•" wilt be .civen, and l'\'

erythlng will be done to make th� cw
ca11on one of Ule ara1e1t tn Ill, h 1:4-

tory of Veniee. 
The annual Mardi Gra1 in 9New Or. 

leana le kn>wn aH c>v1r the world, 
and •• ll•na••r H. W. Haclckn lnnk 
part In MaNII Uraa In that city laNl 
Felwuar1 he ■hould be in poaition tu , 
know how it i• eonducteil. Ther� i11 
no rnaon why Ma1·dl Uraa fe•tlvitl�R 
in Venlre ahould not bet:ome talketl 
ab .. ut th, 1u,rhout the country nnd 

r help ad••rtiae our attractive city. 

Outlook October 30, 1914























Outlook, July 29, 1935



I 

THE LOUISIANA STATE CLUB'S 

FIRST SOCIAL 

On the erening cf Thursday, ·'May I 
19. the Sojourner Truth Home wa� the
scene or a, happy gathering of oYer
JOO Louisianians a·nd. their trlend�. :1t
te11d!ng tee first social gh·en b:L tbe
L,ouisiana State Club. as a clim

1 
te; 

their membersnJp drive. 
The chaim of our western life, aug

r..1ented by the old soubbern hospital
ity. was beautifully portrayed in flow
<'rs. masic.· smiling races and tleli"ou� 
refreshments: er.owning U1e kenmg·s 
entertainr$nl witb a glowing entfiusl• 
::t lll. � 

I 

Mr. Atrhµr (lees snpE>rvtserl the 
Yt>rY nHractive clecorations. and Mr. 
Waller Gordotl arrnnged th" <leHgh..
fol progr3m. wbJch wa� enJoy:iuly �UJJ· 
1 lemented by an orchestr:-a. a Rurprise 
f.,atnrP made pORl'lihle by Messrs. 1Eu-
1ene Robinson and Jones. 

Mr. Aile:1 Rees:>, the preRldent. olh• 
rr officers and committees felt aC)ply 
comi:ensated for their hearty effqrt6. 
when tbf'y saw the great appreclaUon 
:.i,nd enjoyment of all preHenL The 
contesfant, who led in the mem�ar• 
3hf1> drive wrn be aweTded a prize at 
•he next rrPtmlar me0tirt� to be bdd
at We£ley Cburc-h on Frft!ay, Jun? liJ,
:tt 8 P. M. 

Rurral1 for 
,Clali! 

the Louisiana I S.nte

Boost ar.cl encour8€e oer In h('r, ct.·
ward march! 

HELF.N S. EDWARDS. 
C?-..:t.Irman or Publicity. 

Eagle, November 12, 1926









 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G.3 
Reese Obituary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



.U.a !JUJ]XIDO an \.U tlOl:IUl-.;:; 

Arthur Reese, 
Pioneer Venice 
CiHzen, Buried 

Services were held Tues• 
day at Firat Baptlat Churclt, 
Venice for Arthur L. Reeae, 1 
pioneer citizen or V en f c e , · 
Ce.11!. with Angelus Funeral 
Home oCficiatLng. 

; The seventy-nine year old 
native or While Castle, La. ' 
came to Venice ln 1897. . : 

AcUve in conununlty al· 
feira, Reese 11erved 011 Lhc 
Ven ice Board or Election.a, 
and lhe Rcpu blica,n County , 
Central Commitlee, 61at As
sembly District. 

n Ce 3 e' QJI Accom11llshed 
decorator, rlcslg-ned nward• 
winning floats entered In the 
M.arrll Gras 1''r,alivnl and the 
Tournament of Roses pru·ade. 
He o.lao decorated the Grand 
Ballroom on the Venice pier. 

A member,. a past Master 
and Shriner of Crescent Bay 
Ma.sottlc Lodge, Reese owned 
and managed the VeniCP, Boat 

{Conllnued 011 Page A•Z) 

Arthur Reese 
(ContlnuHI from P11a-e l) 
ind CAnoc Cnmrany. 

He la survived by h\1 IV!fe, 
1:11.zabcth Reese, 1t 10n, Mer
:ier, a brother. J. A 11 e n 
lce.c and lwo grandchildren, 
lanya 11nd Michael. 

Sentinel August 22, 1963



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G.4 
Gertrude Sercy Reese 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Gertrude at the Piano, 1909



Outlook, July 3, 1910



Outlook, July 15, 1911



Outllook, July 3, 1911



Eagle, December 28, 1911



Eagle, January 2, 1912



Outlook, July 13, 1913



Outlook, December 26, 1916



Eagle, April 8, 1922



Eagle, November 9, 1923



Outlook, June 21, 1926 
(performing at a white ceremony)



Eagle, August 22, 1930











Outlook, June 29, 1935



Eagle, September 20, 1935



Eagle, December 8, 1935



Eagle, October 9, 1936



Eagle, October 23, 1936



Eagle, December 31, 1936



Eagle, March 4, 1941



 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX G.4 
Abbot Kinney Correspondence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 







 
 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX H: 
Neighborhood Map 
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