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PROJECT: Historic-Cultural Monument Application for the 

 CUNNINGHAM RESIDENCE 
  
REQUEST:  Declare the property an Historic-Cultural Monument 
 
OWNERS: Cunningham Trust 
    Vanita Jones, Successor Trustee 
    P.O. Box 43065 
    Los Angeles, CA  90043 
 
 V. Richard and Helen L. Cunningham, Co-Trustees 
 Cunningham Trust 
 5195 Vista Miguel Drive 
 La Canada Flintridge, CA  91011           
 
    V. Richard and Helen L. Cunningham, Co-Trustees 
    Helen and Richard Cunningham Living Trust 
    843 S. Cochran Avenue 
    Los Angeles, CA  90036 
 
APPLICANT: City of Los Angeles  
 200 N. Spring Street 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
PREPARERS: Office of Historic Resources 
 Los Angeles City Planning 
 221 N. Figueroa Street, Suite 1350 
 Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
 Charles J. Fisher 
 140 S. Avenue 57 
 Los Angeles, CA  90042 
  
 

CULTURAL HERITAGE COMMISSION   
 
HEARING DATE: August 17, 2023 
TIME:       10:00am 
PLACE:       City Hall, Room 1010 
       200 North Spring Street 
         Los Angeles, CA 90012 

and via teleconference (see  
agenda for login information) 

 
EXPIRATION DATE: August 27, 2023 
 

CASE NO.: CHC-2023-3988-HCM 
                    ENV-2023-3989-CE   
 
Location: 1802-1806 S. Crenshaw Boulevard 
Council District: 10 – Hutt  
Community Plan Area: West Adams – Baldwin 
Hills - Leimert 
Land Use Designation: Medium Residential 
Zoning: R3-1-O 
Area Planning Commission: South Los Angeles 
Neighborhood Council: United Neighborhoods 

of the Historic Arlington 
Heights, West Adams, 
and Jefferson Park 
Communities 

 Legal Description: Jackins Arlington Heights   
                              Tract, Lots 36 and 37 
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RECOMMENDATION  That the Cultural Heritage Commission: 
 

1. Declare the subject property an Historic-Cultural Monument per Los Angeles 
Administrative Code Chapter 9, Division 22, Article 1, Section 22.171.7.  

 
2.   Adopt the staff report and findings. 

 
 
VINCENT P. BERTONI, AICP 
Director of PlanningN1907 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
                                    
Ken Bernstein, AICP, Principal City Planner         Shannon Ryan, Senior City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
 
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]         [SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE] 
                      
Lambert M. Giessinger, Senior Architect         Melissa Jones, City Planner 
Office of Historic Resources          Office of Historic Resources 
         
[SIGNED ORIGINAL IN FILE]          
                         
Christina Morton, Student Professional Worker          
Office of Historic Resources           
 
 
   
Attachments:                 Commission/ Staff Site Inspection Photos – July 13, 2023 
 City Council Motion, Council File 23-0435 
                                      Historic-Cultural Monument Application 
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FINDING 
 

● The Cunningham Residence “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction” as an excellent and highly intact example of the 
American Foursquare architectural style.  
 
 

CRITERIA 
 
The criterion is the Cultural Heritage Ordinance which defines a historical or cultural monument 
as any site (including significant trees or other plant life located thereon), building or structure of 
particular historic or cultural significance to the City of Los Angeles if it meets at least one of the 
following criteria: 
 

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies 
significant contributions to the broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, 
state, city or community; 

2. Is associated with the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local 
history; or 

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; 
or represents a notable work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual 
genius influenced his or her age. 

 
 
SUMMARY 
 
The Cunningham Residence is a 1914 two-story single-family residence and a two-story garage 
and chauffeur’s quarters located on a double lot on the east side of S. Crenshaw Boulevard, 
between W. Washington Boulevard and W. St. Charles Place, in the Arlington Heights 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. Designed in the American Foursquare architectural style, it was 
constructed as a residence for Thomas Joseph Cunningham (1859-1931), an undertaker who 
was the founder and senior partner of Cunningham and O’Connor, a mortuary business, and his 
family by architect and contractor David Gaul (1854-1934). The subject property has remained in 
ownership of the Cunningham family to this day. 
 
Rectangular in plan, the residence is of wood-frame construction with smooth stucco cladding. It 
has a hipped roof clad with green tiles and features exposed rafter tails and three dormers with 
two multi-lite wood windows, located on the front and two side elevations. At the top of the roof 
there is an eight-post widow’s walk. The primary, west-facing facade is symmetrical with the 
exception of a porte-cochere extending to the north off the front porch; both are supported by 
square, glazed brick pillars. Centered on the facade under a low gabled roof, the main entrance 
is accessed by concrete steps and is flanked by large fixed picture windows with leaded glass 
transoms. The entrance consists of a large, partially-glazed wood door with a carved wood 
surround. On the second story, there are two wood tripartite windows consisting of a large picture 
window with a leaded glass transom flanked by double-hung windows with multi-lite upper sashes. 
Between the tripartite windows is a single double-hung wood window with a multi-lite upper sash.  
 
On the north-facing elevation, there are three vertical stained glass windows on a small second-
story bump-out and two side doors, off the kitchen and dining room, accessed by concrete steps. 
There is a glazed brick chimney and a bump out with a set of three wood casement windows on 
the south-facing elevation. On the rear, east-facing elevation there is an infilled sleeping porch 
with multiple wood, double-hung windows on the second floor, a partially infilled porch with a 
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large, multi-lite wood window on the first floor, and an exit door at the north end of the facade. 
Other fenestration on these elevations include wood tripartite windows featuring large picture 
windows with leaded glass transoms flanked by double-hung windows; wood casement windows; 
grouped wood double-hung windows; and single, double-hung wood windows. The residence’s 
interior features wood crown molding; coffered ceilings; original wallpaper and murals; a large 
fireplace with a wood mantel in the living room; a carved wood landing with stairs leading to the 
second floor; wood pocket doors; wood built-ins; wood wainscoting; pendant ceiling lights; wood 
flooring; original wood paneled doors and hardware; and original ice boxes and dumbwaiter in the 
kitchen. There is also a full basement and attic with wood detailing throughout.   
 
Square in plan, the garage/chauffeur’s quarters is of wood-frame construction with smooth stucco 
cladding and has a hipped roof clad with green tiles. The second floor is accessed from a door on 
the south-facing elevation which also features two multi-lite casement windows on the second 
story and a door covered by wood awning supported by two large knee brackets and a multi-lite 
casement window on the first floor. On the west-facing elevation there are wood carriage-style 
garage doors on the first floor and wood, multi-lite casement windows on the second floor. Interior 
features include wood paneled doors with original hardware, picture rails, and a wood staircase.  
 
Thomas Joseph Cunningham was born in Randolph, Massachusetts on September 28th, 1859. 
He moved to Los Angeles in 1886 and by 1914, when the subject property was constructed, 
Cunningham had made several partnerships in the undertaking business. Cunningham ultimately 
teamed up with Patrick Joseph O’Connor to form Cunningham & Connor in 1898, a mortuary 
business specializing in Catholic funerals. Described as an early pioneer of the mortuary business 
in Los Angeles, Cunningham was one of a small number of morticians at the turn of the 20th 
century. Cunningham & O’Connor’s mortuary was first located at 458 S. Main Street, and later 
they moved to 1031 S. Grand Avenue in 1905. In May 1942, the business relocated to their 
purpose-built mortuary at 850 W. Washington Boulevard (extant, Contributor to the University 
Park HPOZ), a site within the boundaries of what historians have described as Los Angeles’ 
“Mortuary Row.” Mortuary Row, located between West Washington and Venice Boulevards and 
loosely bordered by Toberman Street to the west, and Flower Street to the east, was an area 
uniquely zoned for mortuaries that was home to over forty mortuary businesses between the 
1920s and 1950s. Cunningham’s mortuary business saw great success in the area, but was 
eventually bought out by rival undertakers the Pierce Brothers in the 1980s, who continue to 
operate the former Cunningham & O’Connor locations in their name. Thomas J. Cunningham 
passed away on March 13, 1931, at the age of 71.  
 
The subject property has experienced minimal alterations over the years, with the only listed 
permit outside of initial construction being the installation of an elevator in 1946. During the 
Commission site visit other alterations noted include the enclosure of the former sleeping porch 
on the second floor at the rear of the residence, the partial enclosure of the rear porch on the first 
floor of the residence, and the installation of acoustical tiles on the kitchen ceiling in the residence. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey SurveyLA identified the subject property as individually 
eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an excellent 
example of American Foursquare architecture. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Cunningham Residence meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent 
and highly intact example of the American Foursquare architectural style.   
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The American Foursquare is an architectural style popular from the mid-1890s to the late 1930s 
during the Arts and Crafts architectural movement. A reaction to the ornate and mass-produced 
elements of the Victorian and other Revival styles popular throughout the last half of the 19th 
century, the American Foursquare was plain, often incorporating handcrafted woodwork, and 
many features of the Prairie architectural style pioneered by master architect Frank Lloyd Wright. 
As exhibited by the subject property, the hallmarks of the style include a boxy massing and broad 
proportions, a height of two stories with a hipped roof, overhanging eaves, and a large front porch 
with wide stairs. Other notable features are built-in cabinetry and Craftsman-style interior 
woodwork.  
 
The subject property has experienced only very minor alterations over the years and retains a 
very high level of integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association to convey its significance. During the Commission site visit it was noted that many of 
the buildings from the same era surrounding the subject property have been significantly altered, 
and therefore the original state of the subject property appears to be rare in the Arlington Heights 
neighborhood.     
  
 
CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT (“CEQA”) FINDINGS 
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines, Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 “consists of actions taken 
by regulatory agencies, as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where the regulatory process involves 
procedures for protection of the environment.”  
 
State of California CEQA Guidelines Article 19, Section 15331, Class 31 “consists of projects 
limited to maintenance, repair, stabilization, rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, conservation 
or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, 
Restoring, and Reconstructing Historic buildings.”  
 
The designation of the Cunningham Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument in accordance 
with Chapter 9, Article 1, of The City of Los Angeles Administrative Code (“LAAC”) will ensure 
that future construction activities involving the subject property are regulated in accordance with 
Section 22.171.14 of the LAAC. The purpose of the designation is to prevent significant impacts 
to an Historic-Cultural Monument through the application of the standards set forth in the LAAC. 
Without the regulation imposed by way of the pending designation, the historic significance and 
integrity of the subject property could be lost through incompatible alterations and new 
construction and the demolition of an irreplaceable historic site/open space. The Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation are expressly incorporated into the LAAC and provide 
standards concerning the historically appropriate construction activities which will ensure the 
continued preservation of the subject property.  
 
The City of Los Angeles has determined based on the whole of the administrative record, that 
substantial evidence supports that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 and Class 31, and none of the exceptions 
to a categorical exemption pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 applies. The project 
was found to be exempt based on the following:  
 

The use of Categorical Exemption Class 8 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals of maintaining, restoring, enhancing, and 
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protecting the environment through the imposition of regulations designed to 
prevent the degradation of Historic-Cultural Monuments.  
 
The use of Categorical Exemption Class 31 in connection with the proposed 
designation is consistent with the goals relating to the preservation, rehabilitation, 
restoration and reconstruction of historic buildings and sites in a manner consistent 
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties.  

 
Categorical Exemption ENV-2023-3989-CE was prepared on July 21, 2023. 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On June 13, 2023, the Los Angeles City Council, acting upon a motion introduced by 
Councilmembers Hutt and Raman, initiated consideration of the subject property as an Historic-
Cultural Monument. On July 13, 2023, a subcommittee of the Commission consisting of 
Commissioners Milofsky and Kanner conducted a site inspection of the property, accompanied 
by staff from the Office of Historic Resources.  
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COUNTY CLERK’S USE CITY OF LOS ANGELES  
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

200 NORTH SPRING STREET, ROOM 395 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
(PRC Section 21152; CEQA Guidelines Section 15062) 

 
Filing of this form is optional. If filed, the form shall be filed with the County Clerk, 12400 E. Imperial Highway, Norwalk, CA 90650, 
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21152(b) and CEQA Guidelines Section 15062. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 
21167 (d), the posting of this notice starts a 35-day statute of limitations on court challenges to reliance on an exemption for the project. 
Failure to file this notice as provided above, results in the statute of limitations being extended to 180 days. 
PARENT CASE NUMBER(S) / REQUESTED ENTITLEMENTS 
CHC-2023-3988-HCM 
LEAD CITY AGENCY 
City of Los Angeles (Department of City Planning) 

CASE NUMBER 
ENV-2023-3989-CE 

PROJECT TITLE  
Cunningham Residence 

COUNCIL DISTRICT 
10 

PROJECT LOCATION   (Street Address and Cross Streets and/or Attached Map)                           ☐   Map attached. 
1802-1806 S. Crenshaw Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA  90019 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION:                                                                                                                 ☐   Additional page(s) attached. 
 Designation of the Cunningham Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument. 
NAME OF APPLICANT / OWNER: 
N/A 
CONTACT PERSON (If different from Applicant/Owner above) 
Melissa Jones 

(AREA CODE) TELEPHONE NUMBER |        EXT. 
213-847-3679   

EXEMPT STATUS:  (Check all boxes, and include all exemptions, that apply and provide relevant citations.) 
 STATE CEQA STATUTE & GUIDELINES  
   

☐ STATUTORY EXEMPTION(S)     
               Public Resources Code Section(s) ______________________________________________________________  

 
☒ CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION(S) (State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15301-15333 / Class 1-Class 33) 

 
        CEQA Guideline Section(s) / Class(es) __8 and 31__________________________________________________ 

 
☐ OTHER BASIS FOR EXEMPTION (E.g., CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) or (b)(4) or Section 15378(b) ) 
 
         ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

JUSTIFICATION FOR PROJECT EXEMPTION:                                                                            ☐ Additional page(s) attached 
Article 19, Section 15308, Class 8 of the State’s Guidelines applies to where project’s consists of “actions taken by regulatory agencies, 
as authorized by state or local ordinance, to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of the environment where 
the regulatory process involves procedures for protection of the environment.” Class 31 applies “to maintenance, repair, stabilization, 
rehabilitation, restoration, preservation, or reconstruction of historical resources in a manner consistent with the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Buildings.” Designation of the Cunningham Residence as an Historic-Cultural Monument will 
assure the protection of the environment by the enactment of project review regulations based on the Secretary of Interior’s Standards 
to maintain and preserve the historic site. 
 

☒  None of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 to the categorical exemption(s) apply to the Project.  
☐  The project is identified in one or more of the list of activities in the City of Los Angeles CEQA Guidelines as cited in the justification. 
IF FILED BY APPLICANT, ATTACH CERTIFIED DOCUMENT ISSUED BY THE CITY PLANNING DEPARTMENT STATING THAT 
THE DEPARTMENT HAS FOUND THE PROJECT TO BE EXEMPT.  
If different from the applicant, the identity of the person undertaking the project. 
CITY STAFF USE ONLY: 
CITY STAFF NAME AND SIGNATURE 
Melissa Jones                                              [SIGNED COPY IN FILE] 

STAFF TITLE 
City Planner 

ENTITLEMENTS APPROVED 
N/A 

FEE: 
N/A 

RECEIPT NO. 
N/A 

REC’D. BY (DCP DSC STAFF NAME) 
N/A 

DISTRIBUTION:  County Clerk, Agency Record 
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PLANNING & LAND USE MANAGEMENT 

MOTION 

The Los Angeles Municipal Code provides that the City Council may initiate consideration of a 
proposed designation of a site, building or structure as a Historical-Cultural Monument. A 
Historical-Cultural Monument is defined as any site (including significant trees or other plant life 
located on the site), building or structure of particular historic or cultural significance to the City 
of Los Angeles, including historic structures or sites in which the broad cultural, economic or 
social history of the nation, State or c01mnunity is reflected or exemplified; or which is identified 
with historic personages or with important events in the main currents of national, State or local 
history; or which embodies the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type specimen, 
inherently valuable for a study of a period, style or method of construction; or a notable work of a 
master builder, designer, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age. 

1802 South Crenshaw Boulevard is a significant example of early 20th century architecture in Los 
Angeles and is one of the few remaining examples of its type of Craftsman architecture in the city. 
The house was built in 1915 by and for the Cunningham family, pioneers in the mortuary business 
and founders of Cussen & Cunningham which became Cunningham & O'Connor Mortuary. It is 
one of the best examples of American Foresquare architecture in Los Angeles with high quality 
design and craftsmanship. The house features a number of unique and distinctive features, 
including a rooftop veranda, a built-in organ, glazed brick porch and chimney, and porte cochere. 
The house has been well-maintained over the years, and it retains its original character and charm. 
1802 South Crenshaw Boulevard is an important part of the city's history and culture, was reviewed 
by the Office of Historic Resources in November 2015, and is a valuable asset to the community. 
This property should be reviewed by the City Planning Department and the Cultural Heritage 
Commission for consideration of Historical-Cultural Monument status. 

I THEREFORE MOVE that the City Council instruct the Historic Resources Division of the City 
Planning Department to prepare the application relative to considering the inclusion of 1802 South 
Crenshaw Boulevard in the list of Historical-Cultural Monuments and to submit the application to 
the Cultural Heritage Commission for review and consideration. 

I FURTHER MOVE that after reviewing the application, the Cultural Heritage Commission 
submit a report to the City Council regarding the potential inclusion of 1802 South Crenshaw 
Boulevard in the City's list of Historic-Cultural Monuments. 

PRESENTED BY: 
HEATHER HUTT 
Councilmember, 10th District 

LJ~A~~ SECONDED BY: ~~ 

APR 1 9 2023 1 
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5. EXISTING HISTORIC RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION ;ŝĨ�ŬŶŽwn)

^ƵrveǇ�EĂŵĞ;ƐͿ͗

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝfŽƌŶŝĂ�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝcĂů�RĞƐŽƵrces

�ĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů͕�ƐƚĂƚĞ͕�Žƌ�ůŽĐĂů�ůĂŶĚŵĂƌŬ�
ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ďǇ�ĂŶ�ŚŝstŽƌŝĐ�rĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ�ƐƵrveǇ;ƐͿ

ListĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�RegistĞƌ�ŽĨ�,ŝstŽƌŝc�WůĂĐĞƐ

&ŽƌŵĂůůǇ�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�ĞůŝŐŝďůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�ZĞŐŝƐƚĞƌƐ

>ŽĐĂƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�WƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ�KǀĞƌůĂǇ��ŽŶĞ�;,WK�Ϳ
�ŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

EŽŶͲĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƟŶŐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ

KƚŚĞƌ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�Žƌ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶƐ͗

6. APPLICABLE HISTORIC-CULTURAL MONUMENT CRITERIA

1. Is identified with important events of national, state, or local history, or exemplifies significant contributions to the
broad cultural, economic or social history of the nation, state, city or community.

2. /Ɛ�associated ǁŝƚŚ�the lives of historic personages important to national, state, city, or local history.

3. �ŵďŽĚŝĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction; or represents a notable
work of a master designer, builder, or architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age.

dŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĞǆĞŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐ��ƵůƚƵƌĂů�,ĞƌŝƚĂŐĞ�KƌĚŝŶĂŶĐĞ��ƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�;^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϮϮ͘ϭϳϭ͘ϳͿ͗�
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7. WRITTEN STATEMENTS

dŚŝƐ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂůůŽǁƐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�Ăƚ�ůĞŶŐƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚǇ�ŝƚ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�
ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ�ĂŶ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘�dǇƉĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƐĞƉĂƌĂƚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƩaĐŚ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ƚŚŝƐ�
ĨŽƌŵ͘

�͘�WƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ��ĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ�Ͳ��ĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂů�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ƚŽ�ŝƚƐ�ƐƵƌƌŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶƐ�Ϯ�ĂŶĚ�ϯ�ǁŝƚŚ�Ă�ŵŽƌĞ�ĚĞƚĂŝůĞĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝƉ-
ƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŝƚĞ͘��ǆƉĂŶĚ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĐƟŽŶ�ϰ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶͬĂůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŝŶ�ĚĞƚĂŝů�ŝĨ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƐ�
ŶĞĐĞƐƐĂƌǇ�ƚŽ�ĞǆƉůĂŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌŵ͘�/ĚĞŶƟĨǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐĐƌŝďĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌ-
ĚĞĮŶŝŶŐ�ĞůĞŵĞŶƚƐ͕�ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ͕�ŝŶƚĞƌŝŽƌ�ƐƉĂĐĞƐ͕�Žƌ�ůĂŶĚƐĐĂƉĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ͘

�͘�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�Ͳ��ĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ Ɛ͛�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů͕�ĂŶĚͬŽƌ�ĂƌĐŚŝƚĞĐ-
ƚƵƌĂů�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŶŐ�ŚŽǁ�ŝƚ�ƐĂƟƐĮĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�,�D�ĐƌŝƚĞƌŝĂ�ǇŽƵ�ƐĞůĞĐƚĞĚ�ŝŶ�^ĞĐƟŽŶ�ϲ͘�zŽƵ�ŵƵƐƚ�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂů�ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶĂůǇƐŝƐ͘�dŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚ�ŽĨ�^ŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ŵĂŝŶ�ĂƌŐƵŵĞŶƚ�ĨŽƌ�ĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƟŽŶ�ƐŽ�ŝƚ�ŝƐ�ŝŵƉŽƌƚĂŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďƐƚĂŶƟĂƚĞ�ĂŶǇ�ĐůĂŝŵƐ�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂŬĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�
ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐĞĂƌĐŚ͘

Name: Company:

Street Address:

Zip: Phone Number:

City: State:

Email:

WƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�KǁŶĞƌ zes No hŶŬŶoǁŶ/Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�ŽǁŶĞƌ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͍
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9. SUBMITTAL

Name: Date: Signature:

APPLICATION CHECKLIST

tŚĞŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞĚ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŶŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐŽŵƉŝůĞ�Ăůů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƌĚĞƌ�ƐƉĞĐŝĮĞĚ�ďĞůŽǁ͘��ůƚŚŽƵŐŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶƟƌĞ�
ƉĂĐŬĞƚ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŶŽƚ�ĞǆĐĞĞĚ�ϭϬϬ�ƉĂŐĞƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ŵĂǇ�ƐĞŶĚ�ĂĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵĂƚĞƌŝĂů�ŽŶ�Ă����Žƌ�ŇĂƐŚ�ĚƌŝǀĞ͘

ϭ͘�� EŽŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�&Žƌŵ

Ϯ͘�� tƌŝƩĞŶ�^ƚĂƚĞŵĞŶƚƐ���ĂŶĚ��

ϯ͘�� �ŝďůŝŽŐƌĂƉŚǇ

ϰ͘�� dǁŽ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�ŽĨ��ǆƚĞƌŝŽƌͬDĂŝŶ�&ĂĐĂĚĞ
� ;ϴǆϭϬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉŽƐĞĚ�ŵŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ͘��ůƐŽ��
� ĞŵĂŝů�Ă�ĚŝŐŝƟĂů�ĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂŝŶ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ͗�� �
� ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ͘ŽŚƌΛůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐͿ

ϱ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ�WƌŝŵĂƌǇͬ^ĞĐŽŶĚĂƌǇ��ŽĐƵŵĞŶƚĂƟŽŶ

ϲ͘�� �ŽƉŝĞƐ�ŽĨ��ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�WĞƌŵŝƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�DĂũŽƌ��ůƚĞƌĂƟŽŶƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ƉĞƌŵŝƚƐͿ

ϳ͘�� �ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂů͕��ŽŶƚĞŵƉŽƌĂƌǇ�WŚŽƚŽƐ�

ϴ͘�� ,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐĂů�WŚŽƚŽƐ

ϵ͘�� �ŝŵĂƐ�WĂƌĐĞů�ZĞƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ăůů�EŽŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ�WĂƌĐĞůƐ
� ;ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵĂƉͿ

WůĞĂƐĞ�read each Ɛƚatement and check the corrĞƐƉŽŶĚŝŶŐ�ďoǆĞƐ�to indicate that you agrĞĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�Ɛƚatemenƚ͕�ƚŚĞŶ�ƐŝŐŶ�ďĞůŽǁ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƉĂĐĞ͘��ŝƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂŶƚ�Žƌ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞƌ�ŵĂǇ�ƐŝŐŶ͘

10. RELEASE

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ƌĞĐŽƌĚƐ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ƚŚĞ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ�WƵďůŝĐ�ZĞĐŽƌĚƐ��Đƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�
ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ŵĂĚĞ�ĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞ�ƵƉŽŶ�ƌĞƋƵĞƐƚ�ƚŽ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƵďůŝĐ�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƉĞĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽƉǇŝŶŐ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Žƌ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŽďƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ƚŽ�ƐƵďŵŝƚ�Ăůů�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽŶƚĂŝŶĞĚ�
ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ͘

/�ĂĐŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞ�ƚŚĂƚ�Ăůů�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ĂƐ�ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ǁŝůů�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�>ŽƐ�
�ŶŐĞůĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƉĞƌŵŝƐƐŝŽŶ�ŝƐ�ŐƌĂŶƚĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŵĂŐĞƐ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ��ŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ĂŶǇ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĂƟŽŶ�
ŽĨ�ĐŽŵƉĞŶƐĂƟŽŶ͘

DĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐͲ�ƵůƚƵƌĂů�DŽŶƵŵĞŶƚ�^ƵďŵŝƩĂů�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ZĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͘

KĸĐĞ�ŽĨ�,ŝƐtoric RĞƐŽƵrĐĞƐ 
Departmenƚ�ŽĨ��ŝƚǇ�WůĂŶŶŝŶŐ 
221 N. Figueroa St.͕�Ste.�1350 

>ŽƐ��ŶgĞůĞƐ͕����ϵϬϬϭϮ

WŚŽŶĞ͗�ϮϭϯͲ847-3679 
tĞďƐŝƚĞ͗�ƉƌĞƐĞƌǀĂƟŽŶ͘ůĂĐŝƚǇ͘ŽƌŐ

Melissa Jones, City Planner August 1, 2023
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CUNNINGHAM RESIDENCE 
1802-1806 S. Crenshaw Boulevard 

 
 

A. Proposed Monument Description 
 
The Cunningham Residence is a 1914 two-story single-family residence and a two-story garage 
and chauffeur’s quarters located on a double lot on the east side of S. Crenshaw Boulevard, 
between W. Washington Boulevard and W. St. Charles Place, in the Arlington Heights 
neighborhood of Los Angeles. 
 
Residence  
 
Designed in the American Foursquare architectural style, the residence is of wood-frame 
construction with smooth stucco cladding and is rectangular in plan. It has a hipped roof clad with 
green tiles and features exposed rafter tails and three dormers with two multi-lite wood windows, 
located on the front and two side elevations. At the top of the roof there is an eight post widow’s 
walk. The primary, west-facing facade is symmetrical with the exception of a porte-cochere 
extending to the north off the front porch; both are supported by square, glazed brick pillars. 
Centered on the facade under a low gabled roof, the main entrance is accessed by concrete steps 
and is flanked by large fixed picture windows with leaded glass transoms. The entrance consists 
of a large, partially-glazed wood door with a carved wood surround. On the second story, there 
are two wood tripartite windows consisting of a large picture window with a leaded glass transom 
flanked by double-hung windows with multi-lite upper sashes. Between the tripartite windows is a 
single double-hung wood window with a multi-lite upper sash.  
 
On the north-facing elevation, there are three vertical stained glass windows on a small second-
story bump-out and two side doors, off the kitchen and dining room, accessed by concrete steps. 
There is a glazed brick chimney and a bump out with a set of three wood casement windows on 
the south-facing elevation. On the rear, east-facing elevation there is an infilled sleeping porch 
with multiple wood, double-hung windows on the second floor, a partially infilled porch with a 
large, multi-lite wood window on the first floor, and an exit door at the north end of the facade. 
Other fenestration on these elevations include wood tripartite windows featuring large picture 
windows with leaded glass transoms flanked by double-hung windows; wood casement windows; 
grouped wood double-hung windows; and single, double-hung wood windows.  
 
Interior 
 
The residence’s interior features wood crown molding; coffered ceilings; original wallpaper and 
murals; a large fireplace with a wood mantel in the living room; a carved wood landing with stairs 
leading to the second floor; wood pocket doors; wood built-ins; wood wainscoting; pendant ceiling 
lights; wood flooring; original wood paneled doors and hardware; and original ice boxes and 
dumbwaiter in the kitchen. There is also a full basement and attic with wood detailing throughout.   
Garage/Chauffeur's Quarters 
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Square in plan, the garage/chauffeur’s quarters is of wood-frame construction with smooth stucco 
cladding and has a hipped roof clad with green tiles. The second floor is accessed from a door on 
the south-facing elevation which also features two multi-lite casement windows on the second 
story and a door covered by wood awning supported by two large knee brackets and a multi-lite 
casement window on the first floor. On the west-facing elevation there are wood carriage-style 
garage doors on the first floor and wood, multi-lite casement windows on the second floor. Interior 
features include wood paneled doors with original hardware, picture rails, and a wood staircase.  
 
Permit History  
 
1914:   Building permit issued to construct a 2-story 42' X 75’ frame and stucco  

residence. (City of Los Angeles Permit No. 12613). 
 
Building permit issued to construct a 2-story 20' X 38’ 12-room frame and stucco 
garage. (City of Los Angeles Permit No. 15931).  
 

1946:   Building permit issued to prepare elevator shaft on two exterior porches.  
Installation of elevator by another contractor. (City of Los Angeles Permit No. 
1940). 

 
1989:   Plumbing permit issued to do plumbing work. (City of Los Angeles Permit No.  

0889C1320).  
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B. Statement of Significance 
 
The Cunningham Residence meets one of the Historic-Cultural Monument criteria: it “embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction” as an excellent 
and highly intact example of the American Foursquare architectural style.  
 
The subject property was constructed as a residence for Thomas Joseph Cunningham (1859-
1931), an undertaker who was the founder and senior partner of Cunningham and O’Connor 
Mortuaries, and his family. Cunningham commissioned the property to be designed and built by 
architect and contractor David Gaul (1854-1934). The subject property has remained in ownership 
of the Cunningham family to this day. 
 
The citywide historic resources survey SurveyLA identified the Cunningham Residence as 
individually eligible for listing under the national, state, and local designation programs as an 
excellent example of American Foursquare architecture. 
 
American Foursquare Architectural Style  
 
The American Foursquare is an architectural style popular from the mid-1890s to the late 1930s 
during the Arts and Crafts architectural movement. A reaction to the ornate and mass-produced 
elements of the Victorian and other Revival styles popular throughout the last half of the 19th 
century, the American Foursquare was plain, often incorporating handcrafted woodwork unless 
purchased from a mail-order catalog. This style incorporates many features of the Prairie 
architectural style pioneered by master architect Frank Lloyd Wright.  
 
As exhibited by the subject property, the hallmarks of the style include a boxy massing and broad 
proportions, a height of two stories with a hipped roof, overhanging eaves, and a large front porch 
with wide stairs. Other common features are built-in cabinetry and Craftsman-style interior 
woodwork. Most American Foursquare houses are clad in wood siding, often having a 
combination of siding and shingles; however, some, including the subject property, were originally 
clad in stucco.  
 
For city builders subdividing acreage, the style permitted roomy interiors in houses on small lots. 
Part of a larger movement toward simplified rectilinear domestic architecture, American 
Foursquares can be found without prominent stylistic references although many houses had 
features borrowed from other styles. Homeowners often specified their own adornment based 
upon their taste and income, leading to endless variations. The use of tile on the roof of the subject 
property exemplifies this trend as the style usually has a wood or composition shingle roof.  
 
Cunningham Family 
 
Thomas Joseph Cunningham was born in Randolph, Massachusetts in September 1859. He first 
arrived in California in 1880, engaging in the grocery business in San Francisco, and eventually 
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moving to Los Angeles in 1886 during its Great Land Boom after a brief return to Randolph.1 At 
the age of 34, Cunningham married 24-year old Mary Margaret Molony at the Old Plaza Church 
(HCM #3) in 1893. The couple would go on to have ten children, nine of whom lived to adulthood.  
 
By 1914, when the subject property was constructed, Cunningham had made several 
partnerships in the undertaking business—first with James Cussen as Cussen & Cunningham—
before ultimately teaming up with Patrick Joseph O’Connor to form Cunningham & Connor in 
1898, a mortuary business specializing in Catholic funerals. Described as an early pioneer of the 
mortuary business in Los Angeles, Cunningham was one of a relatively small number of 
morticians at the turn of the 20th century.2 Cunningham & O’Connor’s mortuary was first located 
at 458 S. Main Street, and later they moved to 1031 S. Grand Avenue in 1905. In May 1942, the 
business moved to their purpose-built mortuary at 850 W. Washington Boulevard (extant, 
Contributor to the University Park HPOZ), a site within the boundaries of what historians have 
described as Los Angeles’ “Mortuary Row.” Mortuary Row, located between West Washington 
and Venice Boulevards and loosely bordered by Toberman Street to the west, and Flower Street 
to the east, was an area uniquely zoned for mortuaries that was home to over forty mortuary 
businesses between the 1920s and 1950s.3 Cunningham’s mortuary business saw great success 
in the area, but was eventually bought out by rival undertakers the Pierce Brothers in the 1980s, 
who continue to operate the former Cunningham & O’Connor locations in their name.  
 
Cunningham passed away on March 13, 1931, at the age of 71.4 His wife, Mary, remained at the 
subject property for the rest of her life. She later passed away on May 1, 1957, at the age of 88. 
Following her death, the subject property remained in the Cunningham family, being owned and 
occupied by three of Mary and Thomas’ daughters, Ellen Rose, Agnes, and Frances between 
1957 and 1989. After Frances’ death, the house passed to grandson, Vincent Richard 
Cunningham and his wife, Helen, in 1989. Helen died on December 18, 2016, at the age of 91, 
and her husband—who had continued working for the family mortuary business—passed on June 
23, 2019, also at 91.  
 
Arlington Heights Neighborhood  
 
The Arlington Heights area was first inhabited by the Tongva or Gabrielino Native American 
people. Noteworthy for their ability to navigate the ocean, the Gabrielino/Tongva are said to have 
canoed out to greet Spanish explorer Juan Cabrillo when he arrived off the shores of San Pedro 
in 1542. The first Spanish settlement of what is now  the area where the subject property is located 

 
1 Los Angeles Times, “Demand for Properties of All Kinds Good,” ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los 
Angeles Times (1886-1922), May 31, 1903 
 
2 “Los Angeles City Directory,” Los Angeles Public Library, 1904. 
 
3 Doug Goodreau, “Unburying Los Angeles’ Mortuary Row,” Los Angeles Revisited, 2020. 
 
4 Los Angeles Times, “Mortuary Pioneer of City Dies,” ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles 
Times (1923-1995), March 14, 1931. 
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occurred in the 1820’s nearly half a century following the founding of Los Angeles in 1781.5 Written 
history indicates that members of the Sanchez and Higuera families were the first Spanish 
inhabitants. They raised cattle and grain and tended vineyards. In 1822, Mexico won its 
independence from Spain and the territories of California were transferred to Mexican jurisdiction. 
It was during this period that four land grants were made locally: Rancho Rincón de Los Bueyes, 
Rancho Las Ciénagas, Rancho La Ballona, and Rancho Cienega O’Paso de la Tijera.  
 
The development of the residential community known as Arlington Heights dates from the land 
boom of the late 1880s with the earliest reference appearing in the Los Angeles Times on 
December 17, 1886. The article notes that the new town, which was then outside the Los Angeles 
city limits, was to be built on a “sightly mesa beyond the city limits along the main traveled road 
to Santa Monica.”6 The development was headed by Robert Turner, a wealthy man from New 
York who recently relocated to Los Angeles. By the dawn of the 20th century, land sales in the 
Los Angeles area picked up, as did homebuilding. The neighborhood credits much of its 
development to the growing network of streetcars and railroads beginning southwesterly at the 
turn of the 20th century which enabled suburban development on land outside of the historic city 
center. The Arlington Heights area was particularly well served by public transit, with a streetcar 
traversing every major east-west artery.  
 
Many of the tracts that were established in the 1910s and ‘20s were equipped with restrictions on 
the size and appearance of building stock as well as on who could live within their boundaries. 
Covenants often barred minority residents from living within these tracts and as a result, much of 
the city was off-limits to non-white homeowners until the late 1940s, when racially restrictive 
housing covenants were ruled unconstitutional. Even after the 1948 Supreme Court decision, 
restrictive housing practices continued to be enforced by neighborhood groups and realtors who 
used intimidation—and at times, violence—to keep non-white residents out of neighborhoods. 
 
Although a wide variety of other property types exist, the patterns of development in this area—
primarily streetcar and automobile suburbanization—were conducive to widespread single-family 
residential development, most of which occurred prior to World War II.  
 

  

 
5  City of Los Angeles, “Survey LA Historic Resources Survey Report: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert 
Community Plan Area,” 2012. 
 
6 Los Angeles Times, “Arlington Heights, A New Suburban Town to Be Out,” ProQuest Historical 
Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922), December 17, 1886. 
 



Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination                6 

Bibliography  
 
City of Los Angeles. “Online Permits and Records Search.” Los Angeles Department of Building 

and Safety. Accessed June 28, 2023.  
 
City of Los Angeles. “Survey LA Historic Resources Survey Report: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-

Leimert Community Plan Area.” City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office 
of Historic Resources. 2012. 

 
Goodreau, Doug. “Unburying Los Angeles’ Mortuary Row.” Los Angeles Revisited. 2020. 
 
“Los Angeles City Directory.” Los Angeles Public Library. 1904.  
 
Los Angeles Public Library. Sanborn Fire Insurance Atlas Volume 8, 1921-1950. ProQuest  

Digital Sanborn Maps 1867-1970. 
 
Los Angeles Times. “Arlington Heights, A New Suburban Town to Be Out.” ProQuest Historical 

Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922). December 17, 1886. 
 
Los Angeles Times. “Demand for Properties of All Kinds Good.” ProQuest Historical Newspapers: 

Los Angeles Times (1886-1922). May 31, 1903.  
 
Los Angeles Times. “Mortuary Pioneer of City Dies.” ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los 

Angeles Times (1923-1995). March 14, 1931.  
 
Los Angeles Times. “Obituary.” ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1923-

1995). December 12, 1934. 
 
McAlester, Virginia, and Lee McAlester. A Field Guide to American Houses: The Definitive Guide 

to Identifying and Understanding America’s Domestic Architecture. New York: Alfred A. 
Knopf. 2013.  

 
Survey LA, Los Angeles Historic Resources Survey. “Architectural Styles Index.” City of Los 

Angeles. Accessed June 29, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 







Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination                7 

Photos of Cunningham Residence Interior 
Provided by Tom Cunningham 
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Photos of Cunningham Residence Exterior 
Provided by Charles J. Fisher 
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ResCarta Web, Los Angeles Public Library 
Los Angeles City Directory, 1904 
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“Arlington: A New Suburban Town to be Out,” December 17, 1886  
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922)
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“Display Ad 3–No Title,” April 3, 1887 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922) 
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“Display Ad 6–No Title,” January 15, 1888 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922)
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“Among Real Estate Owners and Dealers: Demand for Properties of All Kinds Good,” 
May 31, 1903 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922)
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Map of Jackins Arlington Heights Tract, 1905 
Los Angeles County Subdivision Maps 
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“Consolidation and Removal,” June 24, 1890 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922)

 
 
“Display Ad 65 – No Title,” April 3, 1905 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1886-1922)
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“Mortuary Firm’s Building Finished,” May 31, 1942 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1923-1995) 
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ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1867-1970, Los Angeles Public Library 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Atlas Volume 8, 1921-1950 



Historic-Cultural Monument Nomination  23 

ProQuest Digital Sanborn Maps 1867-1970, Los Angeles Public Library 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Atlas Volume 8, 1921-1950 (zoomed in) 
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ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1923-1995) 
“Mortician Pioneer of City Dies,” March 14, 1931 
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ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1923-1995) 

“Obituary,” December 12, 1934 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1923-1995). 
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“Obituary 1–No Title,” March 15, 1931 
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Los Angeles County Biographies, 2012 
RootsWeb, Ancestry.com 
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Application for the Erection of Frame Building, June 1914 
City of Los Angeles Building Permits 
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Application for the Erection of Frame Building, August 1914 
City of Los Angeles Building Permits 
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Application to Alter, Repair or Demolish, 1915 
City of Los Angeles Building Permits
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“Survey LA Historic Resources Survey Report: West Adams-Baldwin 
Hills-Leimert Community Plan Area,” 2012 
City of Los Angeles, Department of City Planning, Office of Historic Resources. 

https://losangelesrevisited.blogspot.com/2020/10/unburying-las-mortuary-row.html
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“Unburying Los Angeles’ Mortuary Row,” 2020 
Doug Goudreau, Los Angeles Revisited.  
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	Proposed Monument Name: Cunningham Residence
	Name Description: [First Owner/Tenant]
	Associated names: 
	Street Address0: 1802 S. Crenshaw Boulevard
	Zip: 90019
	CD: 10
	Range of Addresses on Property: 1800-1810 S. Crenshaw Boulevard
	Community Name: Arlington Heights
	Assessor Parcel Number: 5072001028
	Tract: Jackins Arlington Heights Tract
	Block: N/A
	Lot: 36-37
	Identification cont'd: 
	Proposed Monument Type: Buil
	Additional1: Garage at rear.
	Additional2: 
	Year Built: 1914
	Accuracy: Factual
	Threats to Site: [Private Development]
	ArchitectDesigner: David Gaul
	Contractor: David Gaul
	Original use: Single Family Residence
	Present use: Single Family Residence
	OriginalSite: Yes
	Style: [American Foursqaure]
	Stories: 2
	Plan Shape: [Rectangular]
	Primary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Secondary Construction Type: [Wood]
	Primary Cladding Material: [Stucco, smooth]
	Secondary Cladding Material: [Stucco, textured]
	Primary Shape: [Gable, crossed]
	Secondary Shape: [Gable]
	Primary Roof: [Composition shingle]
	Secondary Roof: [Select]
	Primary Window Type: [Double-hung]
	Secondary Window Type: [Casement]
	Primary Window Material: [Wood]
	Secondary Window Material: [Wood]
	Primary Main Entry Style: [Centered]
	Secondary Main Entry Style: [Off-center]
	Primary Door Material: [Paneled, glazed]
	Secondary Door Material: [Select]
	AS Date 1: 1946
	AS Summary 1: Elevator installed.
	AS Date 2: 
	AS Summary 2: 
	AS Date 3: 
	AS Summary 3: 
	AS Date 4: 
	AS Summary 4: 
	AS Date 5: 
	AS Summary 5: 
	AS Date 6: 
	AS Summary 6: 
	AS Date 7: 
	AS Summary 7: 
	AS Date 8: 
	AS Summary 8: 
	National Register: 
	California Register: 
	Formally eiligible: 
	HPOZ: 
	Contributing Feature: 
	Non-contributing Feature: 
	Historic Resource Survey: Yes
	Survey Name1: SurveyLA
	Survey Name2: West Adams-Baldwin Hills-Leimert Park
	Other Historic Designation: 3S; 3CS; 5S3
	Criterion 1: 
	Criterion 2: 
	Criterion 3: Yes
	Contact Name1: City of Los Angeles
	Company1: 
	Contact St Address1: 221 North Figueroa Street, Ste. 1350
	ContactCity1: Los Angeles
	State1: CA
	Contact Zip1: 90012
	Phone1: 213-847-3679
	Email1: melissa.jones@lacity.org
	Owner Supported: Yes
	Contact Name2: V Richard and H Cunningham, Trustees
	Company2: Cunningham Trust
	Contact St Address2: 5195 Vista Miguel Drive
	ContactCity2: La Canada Flintridge
	State2: CA
	Contact Zip2: 91011
	Phone2: 
	Email2: 
	Contact Name3: (see attachment for preparers)
	Company3: 
	Contact St Address3: 
	ContactCity3: 
	State3: 
	Contact Zip3: 
	Phone3: 
	Email3: 
	Check1: Yes
	check5: Yes
	check2: Yes
	check6: Yes
	check3: Yes
	check7: Yes
	check4: Yes
	check8: Yes
	check9: Yes
	checkA: Yes
	checkB: Yes
	checkC: Yes


